






GRADUATES - HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY I 


^BANK P.O. RECRUITMEN1 


' We can help you to become a BANK P. O 


Banking: ^ 

A Rewarding Career 

Nearly 1000 Probationary Officers Jj 
are recruited every year by Banks ^ 
in India. This avenue of direct 
recruitment as Probationary Officers in 
Banks offers a promising career for 
bright young people today. Any 
graduate between 21 and 28 years cun 
apply for the post. The job brings a 
handsome remuneration, security of 
service and job satisfaction. The work 
content is rich and varied. And, after 
nationalisation. Bank jobs have 
acquired a new status, because now 
the Banks have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of building a better 
India. Today, in our Banks, our social 
ideals find a dynamic expression. Bank 
jobs, therefore, offer the opportunity 
and challenge to participate in slutping 
our country 's future. 

Selection on -dfff 

Merit through {|§l 

Competitive Exams: 

When vacancies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or another, large numbers apply for 
them and appeur for the intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence tests. Slandartls oj 
evaluatum are most rigorous ami 
impartial The percentage of success is 
lower than 0.5%. Therefore, every single 
additional mark that you can get 
becomes important. A provenly 
competent, specialised and thorough 
coaching becomes a MUST. 





sOur Professional 
yCommitment: 

We coach in regular 
Courses in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, U.P. 
and by POSTAL TUITION throughout 
India for objective and descriptive 
tests of PO exams. All subjects- <I) 
Reasoning (verbal, logical, non verbal) 
(2) Quantitative Aptitude (5) General 
Awareness and Current Affairs (4) 
English Language (5) Descriptive tests 
comprising comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on a given situation 
are covered exhaustively. Specialised 
practice hooks on all subjects covering 
thousands of typical and actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These books are not sold to others. 

“THE COURSE IS UPDATED 
MONTH AFTER MONTH'.' 

Free interview coaching is given to all 
candidates who emerge successful in 
llte written Tests. 

NSB's Faith in 
Specialisation: 

National School of 

Banking, head-quartered -■ ■ 

at Bombay, was founded 
years ago as a specialised 
institute providing coaching mainly for 
BANK RECRUITMENT exams-ofPOs 
and of Clerks. 

It has grown rapidly and is now the 
largest pre-recruitment training 
institute in the country. Our continuous 
research and on-going study of 
objective and descriptive exam 
question papers have contributed to 
our present pre-eminence as the 
CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
RECRUITMENT TRAINING. A 
computer net-work is used to update 
study materials in General Knowledge. 



Success Earned 
is Success Deserved 

Our offices are located in Maharashtra' 
Goa, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar 
and U. P. but our successes have been not 
across the country. Help and recognition 
have come from everywhere and in 
abundance. Test after test, literally hundr 
of our students join the 20 Nationalised 
Banks, Stale Bank, Associate Banks, LIC 
GIC, ECGCas Officers. The subjects, 
syllabus, pattern of tests and examining h 
(IBPS) for all these exams are same. 
Naturally, we have a single common BAS 
RECRUITMENT PROBA TIONARY 
OFFICER (BRPO) COURSE for all the.s 
exams. Success oriented students join the 
Course well in advance of the test and 
benefit by our step-by-step and exhausti 
coaching. Admissions are open round the 
year and are given on first-come-first sen 
basis. 

JOIN NOW AND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWARDING CAREER. 
For details of vacancies, application 
forms and our special BRPO COURSE, 
please contact personally or write 
today with Rs. SI- P. O.tM. O. to: 

The Director, 

Correspondence Courses, 

National 
School of 
Banking 

Indian Education Society Campus, 

Ash Lane, Babrekar Marg, 

Off GokJtale Road (North), 

Dtuiur, Bombay 400 028. 

Teleplumes : Bombay - 2046416/361226- 
466280/465411/ 5391905/8086136, 
Pune - 322615/322411/322234. 
Telegrams: BANKSCHOOL 
Fax: (022) 2046436 

in Banks as Probati&>.ar> 


We have helped over 40000 students to secure jobs In Banks as Probation .ar> 
Officers and Clerks. We can help you also. 


JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF FO* 
BSRB, MADRAS/BANGALORE AND ‘ 
ASSOCIATE BANKS' P.O. EXAMS. 1 
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are anti-soda! in effect 

The society of which ue are members has a duty in this regard—to provide fm&by 
and Informative material Unfortunately, there is a glut In the market of , 

publications that hatv little use * 

We on our part bate always been conscious of thefad that we have a big 
responsibility on our shoulders , of providing Hie right knowledge to the youth This 
January '96 Spec tal Sew Year issue is one more effort from our side to provide the 
youth the lmou>ledge that wtil help them to contribute constructively in the 
ufiifiment of our country 

With best wishes 

sou t'teh 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The bctil two letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing in the box, have been awarded a prize 
of Rs 100.till each. Readers are invited to send 
us their views on topics covered in this issue. 
The decision of the Editors will be final 

GANDHI'S RELEVANCE 

In a world full of violence, Gandhian 
philosophy is much more relevant today than 
in the past. We cannot ignore him, and if we 
do so it will lead us to degeneration. 

Anil Kumar Yudav 
Nuxulban, West Bengal 

Criticising Gandhi by some politicians 
does not indicate that his philosophy is 
irrelevant, it only shows lack of under¬ 
standing. Gandhian philosophy is univer¬ 
sally relevant and offers a peaceful and 
everlasting solution for various conflicts. 

V Annapurna 
Hyderabad 

It is our culture to slander national 
figures and get instant limelight. People 
who do this expose their own shortcom¬ 
ings. But in the future Gandhian values 
will surely see a revival 

Dhiraj Abuja 
New Delhi 

Wc should try to mould ourselves in 
Gandhian philosophy lor our survival 
rather than question its relevance. Follow¬ 
ing the West blind I v is not the path of 
survival. 

Subbash Kumar 

RiUua. Bihar 

THE CULTURE DEBATE 

If people feel that following Western 
culture is modernisation, then it is a mis¬ 
leading thought. Modernisation is reached 
by broadening of thoughts and views. It is 
wrong to think one is modern just by ap¬ 
ing the West 

Rornila Singh 

Manger, Bihar 

Culture is not something immovable. 
It includes changes in the condition of life 
and grooms our personality. Tradition rep¬ 
resents the accumulated wisdom of ages 


and helps us in noble achievements. 

Ceeta Rai 
Bardah, U.P. 

Culture is the mental aspect or na¬ 
ture behind our life. It makes us sophisti¬ 
cated, pure and pious. It makes our 
attitude towards life. 

; Manoj Kumar Mishra j 

| A lira, Orissa 

I 

| STATUS OF WOMEN 

There arc many problems that plague 
: women — dowry, purdah, harassment— 

| yet the Beijing conference comes out with 
; a routine document for their development. 

I What is the use of such conferences? 

: * Bishnuranjan Saikia j 

Jamiigun Hat, Assam \ 

The status of women has declined over ' 
, a period of time. It would not be wrong to ; 
| say that her status has degraded from j 
\ ardlmgnti to abhagmi. Governments should | 
j make special laws to remove the inequality 
j and discrimination against women. 

! Sundecp K Vcrma 

! Patna 

i 

i Usually women themselves arc re- 
: sponsible for their discrimination. Moth- 
j ers deny them education, mothers-in-law 
! harass them for dowry For Indian policy 
i makers the first step should be changing 
' attitudes in India rather than attending 
; women's conferences. 

[ Clntrasena Maiulala 

Behrampur, Orissa 

GODMEN OR CONMEN 

| All over the world there are people 
! who are weak. They get satisfaction by 
‘ hearing good things. Godmen take advan- 
j tage of this. The educated should take the 
| lead bv showing that Godmen help 
! achieve nothing and dependence on them 
; will only result in frustration 
j Amrhid Sircar 

Dhanbad, Bihar 

I 

CHILD LABOUR: A SHAME 

This new year, if we could save a little 
i money from our parties and send it to the 
poor children who work as labourers, it 
will make society look into the evil of child 
labour What better way to celebrate 
New Vear than to help someone out 


GANDHf TRANBCENDS TIME AND 
SPACE 

Gandhiji transcends al) in tine 
and space because he did not serve a , 
particular cause, or community. He 
did hot abuse power tike Lenin or 
Stalin. He is relevant today because 
his thoughts are the only solution to - 
problems of the modern world. 
People who criticise him are sum to 
be rejected by the people and will 
soon be forgotten. 

Md Shaukat Ali Khan 
Nurpur, West Bengal 

GODMEN OR CONMEN 

The fact that scores of people are 
swayed by charlatans is reflective of 
insecurity of people. Man is obsessed 
by materialism but every desire must 
have a limit so that spiritual enlight¬ 
ened is not neglected. 

Neclu Shnrma 
New Delhi 


of bondage, into Ireedom' 

Khsuiii i.ala 
Delhi 

CM FEATURES 

CM is iny favourite magazine since 
i my school days. 

| Prem Swat up Paiugrahi 

S Sambalpur, Orissa 

| 

i Whenever I feel down, 1 go through 
j the personality feature. The feature "Dis- 
I pel Dysphoria" really helped me. 
j lyoti Ranjan Biswal 

! Durgapur, Orissa 

CM is the only magazine that gives 
j information tor examinations as well as 
for personal development. 

Dinesh Kumar Dubey 
Lucknow. 

REQUEST TO READERS 

May be you have appeared in 
some competitive exams recently. We 
shall be grateful if you could send us 
the question papers. All those sending 
the original question papers will be 
suitably compensated and the origi¬ 
nal papers will be returned. 

-“Editor 
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1. Scheme & Syllabus for Civil Services (iwe)Exsm.Rs. 30 

2. Foundation Count* In GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 180 

* 3rd Revised A Enlarged Edition, Over800 Pag—. 

* Provides Basic Study Material essential tor thorough grounding. 
Contains PrevJousyeare’ —IMS, 19MQS. Papers with answers. 
Covers < r>#ral Science, History. Geography, Indian Polity. Indian 
Economy, G.K. Misc., General MentalAbility & Current Affairs. 


S ueeaaa Hormone s for candidate s appearing In Central Civil Servlcee, 
State Civil Servlcee A other Exams. Primarily prepared for General 
Studlee, the hooka should be helptut for optional sub/eefs aleo. 
Recommended for thorough grinding and high ecoring. 


SELF-STUDY SUCCESS PACK FOR > 
S. GENERAL STUDIES > 






A boon lor Non-Science (even Science) Students, 
t SYNOPSIS i.e. Short Study Material • Science Quiz containing 1000Short- 




*a-L-jA 

n T i VI 


* 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions from PR 
YEARS’ PAPERS incorporated). 


HY—Werid & India Rs. 




saa 


Ell 


e SYNOPSIS La. Study Material covering Astronomical, Physical, Human, Economic 
Geography (Worlds lmfci»#s relevant data, diagrams, charts&maps.* Geography 
Quiz— contains 500 Snort-Answer Questions e Glossary —explains Basic 
Concepts, e 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions— (Questions from 
Previous Years’ Papers incorporated) 




* Modal Papera—Question* from Previous years’ papers Included 

• Synopsis a 300 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts ate. 




TiON BA 


• Modal Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers 
Incorporated • Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions • 2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important term* 


ECONOMY Rs. 12 


• Model Papers-Questlons from Previous years' papers 
Included •Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions *1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


Multiple Choice Questions 


STKJNB 


l-WZM 




»AKM 


TION BAN 


ERAL MENTAL ABILITY 




Trigono me try & Statistics • Objective 


, Basic Applh 
Multiple Che 


Mosbra.Geo 
s Questions 


a covering 
Numerical 
Geometry, 


Concessional Packing A Postage Charges 
tor the Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) 

Total 


Rs.925 


CSPE COMPLETE COURSE SERIES" 


1 . COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. 120 
Model Paper+Study Material * Over 1800 Objective Questions. Pages over 
300. Author: S.B. mathur. Department of Mechanical Engineering, G.B. 
Pant PoMaohnle Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Re. 180 

Three Model Papers + Study Material + 375 Short-Answer Questions + Over 
1700 Objective Questions. Pages VIII +436. Author. S.C. Bhatia, Educational 
A Chemical Engineering Consultant 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Re. 120 

Three Model Papers + Study Material + 2000 Objective Questions. Pages 
IV + 227. Authors Sukant Mlehra, Gold Medalist. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHEMATICS Rs. 150 

Ttwo Model Papers + Essential Study Material, Solved Example* A Over 
1500 Objective Questions. Pages VIII + 326. Author : Ranjana Mlehra, 
Foreword Prof. D.L. Jain, Professor of Applied Mathematics and Head of 
the Dept, of Mathematics, Faculty of Mathematical Sciences, University ol 
Delhi. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 180 
Three Model Papers + Detailed Study Material + Short-Answer Questions 
+ Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500. Author: Me Mira Psttanalk, 
M.A., M.Phll (J.N.U.). 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. 150 
Three Model Paper* + Exhaustive Study Material on Section A Theory A 
Section B ‘Government’ * 2000 Objective Questions. Pages over 800. 
Author: Prof. B.K. Saertashwa, M.A., L.L.B., D.J. 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO ECONOMICS Rs. 186 

Model Papers + Detailed Study Material + Over 2100 Objective Question* 
Pages500. Author: Me Surfeet ft. Dhillon. Reader, Department of Economics, 


Pages500. Author: Me SurfeetR. Dhllion, Reader, Department of Economice, 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Collage (University of Delhi). 

8. COMPLETE COURSE—LAW Rs. 1« 

Three Model Papers 4-Study Malarial+120 Important short-a n a w sr qu ee Monr 
+2000Objective Question*. Pages VIII+260 Author: S.K. Sharma, Advocate 
Delhi High Court, New Delhi. 

9. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 181 
Two Model Papers + Exhaustive Study Material+2000 Objective Queettont 
+ Glossary, Pages VIII + 490. Authors : Me Neera Chaudhry MA„ A P.K 
Navak MJt.. L.L.B. (University of Delhi). 


Not*: All the above books are available separately aleo. 

Postage Rs. 10 for any one book and Re. 15 for two or more books. 


* Please remit the Full amount (Price of deelred book/booka plus 
Re. 10 for one book end Re. IS for two or more booke for packing 
and postage) by M.O./Bank Draft 

* Booke will be sent by Regd. Book Poet only. No VPP orders. 

* Write Name A FutlAddreee onM.O. Coupon In CAPITAL LETTERS 



CSPE WORK BOOK SERIES 


Precise Study Material I.e. Synopsis-*-Ten Modal Papers 
(1200 Objective Questions). Questions Itom Previous Yearn’ 
Papers Incorporated. 

1. INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 60 5. PSYCHOLOGY Rs. 75 

2. POLITICAL SCIENCE Re. 75 6. ECONOMICS Rs. 75 

3. PUBLIC ADMN. Rs. 00 7. ZOOLOGY Rs. SO 

4. SOCIOLOGY Rs. 75 









































































Wither Our Democracy 

W 'icii George Bernard Shaw compared democracy with ! arc haughty and proud, a class in l, 
on illiterate poetman who engages someone else to ! and seldom mix with people. Like k 
distribute the mail, he was making a hitler hut | "servants" of the people' 


W ien George Bernard Shaw compared democracy with 
an illiterate poetman who engages someone else to 
distribute the mail, he was making a hitter hut 
truthful attack on democracy Our own democracy, boastfully 
called the biggest in the world, has also been desaihed ih 
“functional anarchy". /I Russian leader on visit to India 
quipped that lie had started believing in God after seeing Indian 
democracii in action' The implication being that only u id was 
running it 

It has become customary to de, ry the failure of our 
leadership, the losses in our public _____ 
sector undertakings, corruption m 
offices and political machinery, the 

filth in our educational institutions, > 

the briber}/ in public services. > 

judiciary, jobbery, nepotism, want of rfn 

honesty, principles and hard work tlv/ 

Thinkers come out with fjw, 

brilliant suggestions to improve J; 

this great institution of the people 
No human institution can he L 

improved unless the men who run A 

them arc improved Unless men of L 

courage replace men of straw, no MS 

democracy, no socialism, (whatever ^ 

it is) stands a chance of success. 

Wit* pinpoint leaders' acts of M 4^4 

corruption, double standards, iHnaaMaM 

protection of goonda elements, ways 
of raising funds, building houses, getting lands and amassing 
wealth 

Go to a college or univeisiti/ function. Hear principals and 
learned professors delivering high-sounding orations We feel we 
arc listening to the most virtuous men and women. We feel our 
country can hold e candle to any other in sound character and high 
morals A few days later we get disgusted on knowing from a 
shopkeeper that the same high priests of cliarachr and morality get 
fake receipts for the purcluisiv made for the institutions! 

Educationists who preach to students the need for character, morals 
ami a clam life, do not hesitate to invite corrupt and disgraced 
ministers to grace their annual fund ions. 

Our officers are the reeerse of what they ought to be They 


are haughty and proud, a class in themselves. They are snobs 
and seldom mix with people. Like leaders, they are also 
"servants" of the people' 

Our politicians pose as simple, meek servants of the people 
Ours is the only country where politics is not regarded as a 
profession. Our politicians prefer to call themselves servants, 
and politics is the means to Hus service. Yet, what kind of 
service do they render 7 They amass wealth, accept bribes, gel 
involved in all kind of scandals, forget to pay their income tax, 
give licences to their henchmen, allow the prices of essential 

commodities of shoot up to get funds 

S /or elections, enjoy privileges ami 
amenities winch they grudge to 
others, though guaranteed by the 
Constitution All animals arc equal 
bul some animals are more equal 

And, democracy, wc arc told is 
but a love fo> equality To be the 
favourite of an ignorant multitude, a 
leader must descend to their level 
lie must desiie what they desire and 
driest what they do not approve lie 
must yield to their prejudice and 
substitute them for principles. 
Instead of eliminating their errors, 
he must adopt them and furnish the 
sophistry that will defend them 
Fisher Ames has thus summed up 
the quality and character of our leadership and democracy. 

Today the country can boast of only a handful of men with 
strong minds, great hearts; men with true faith; men with ready 
hands, men whom the lust of office does not lure; men whom the 
spoils of office cannot buy; men who possess opinions and a 
will; men who have honour, men who will not lie. 

Work, honest endeavour arc the only talisman that can take 
our lives out of meaninglessness. We must have the grit to 
tackle our problrms, the fighting spirit, and the courage of our 
convictions. 

All the tils of democracy can be cured by more of 
democracy. But we need leaders whose hands arc on the pulse of 
the people, not in their purse. 
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SML*MBT1JDY SUCCesS 

{Aa Meat Value Based 8> Cost Effective Substitute for Correspondence Courses) 

-For- ; - 


1. MBA ADMISSION TESTS 2. BANK P.O. EXAM. 


Self-Sti 

Ad 


Succaaa Pack for MBA 
aionTmat containa 


Rs. 100 
Rs. 75 


1. MBAKtt Rs. 350 

2. English Improvsment Courss Rs. 100 

3. IntaHigance & Rsssoning 

Improvement Count Rs. 100 

4. Arithmetic Improvtmtnt Count Rs. 75 

5. Mathtmatics Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 60 

Pottage A Packing Charges Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 700 


4. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E EXAM. 


(Joint Entnmca Exam, for Admlaalon to 3-year 
Diploma Coma In Hotel Management 
Self Study Sueceae Pack for the above Exam contains 

1. Hotel Managtmsnt J.E. Exam. Kit Rs. 250 

2. English Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 100 

3. intelligence A Rtasonlng 

Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 100 

4. Arfthmttlc Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 75 

5. Gtntral Scitnct Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 100 

6. Objtctivs English Rs. 30 

7. Numtricai Ability—A Capsult Rs. 30 

Postage A Packing Charges Rs. 15 


(For SBIA other Nationaliaed Banka) 
Self-Study Success Pack tor Bank PO 
Exam, containa 

1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit Rs.300 

2. English Improvtmtnt Courst Rs.100 

3. Inttlligtnct & Rtasonlng 

Improvtmtnt Courst Rs.100 

4. Arithmetic Improvtmtnt Courst Rs. 75 

5. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs. 60 

Postage A Packing Charges Rs. 15 


3. S.S C. INSPECTORS Of C. EXCISE 
INCOME TAX EXAM. ETC. 


Exam, contains 

1. S.S.C. Insptclors of C. Excist, LTax IQt Rs. 250 


2. English Improvtmtnt Count 

3. Inttfligtnct A Rtasonlng 
Improvtmtnt Count 

4. Arithmetic Improvtmtnt Courst 

5. Ofajtdivt English + 6. Arithmttic t 
7. Numtricai Ability 

Postage A Packing Chants 


Rs.100 

Rs.100 
Rs. 75 

Rs. 90 
Rs. 15 


R 


Rs. 700 


Improvement Courses & Basic Books for 


Asstt. Grade. Div. Acctts/Auditors. Asstt. Commandants . 
DSP (BSF. CRPF etc.). S I. Police (CBl. Delhi Police). 
Investigators. Indian Forest Service & other Exams 


1. ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 100 

2. INTELLIGENCE & REASONING IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 100 

3. ARITHMETIC IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 75 

4. GENERAL SCIENCE IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 100 

5. PROBABLE ESSAYS Rs. 60 6. PRECIS WRITING Rs. 30 

7. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 30 8. LETTER WRITING Rs. 30 

(Postage Rs. 10/- for any one book & Rs. 15/- for Two or more Books) 

Note: Pfeeee make the eelectlon of books at per the requirement of the syllabus ot specific exams. 


DHILLON 


INDIA’S FIRST & ONLY PUBLISHERS OF KITS 

& IMPROVEMENT COURSES FOR SOME MAJOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 300 

(For Associate Banka of SBI, SBI and other Nationalised Banka Exam.) 
Comprehensive Coverage ot Teat of Reasoning; English Language; General 
Awareness (All aspects of G.K.); Quantitative Aptitude (Graphs, Tabulation, Data 
Interpretation, Solved Examples, Hints&Exercisesetc); Descriptive English; Five 
sets of Model Papon, with detailed Solutions/Answers, based on Previous 
Yean'Papers. r (For Common Admission Tests otUM’s, " 1 

2. M.B.A. KIT IXUtl A other Ltsdlng InstltutssAJniversitiesl] R$. 350 
Kit covers English Language; Intelligence & Reasoning, Data 
Interpretation; Arithmetic (Graphs, Tabulation); Basic Mattie; General 
Knowledge (General Science);CtarentAfra»ra; Fh/e Sets of Model Papers, 
wHh detailed Soiutiana/Anawers,baaedon Previous Veers’ Papers. 

3. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E. EXAM. KIT Rs 250 

(Joint Entrance Exam, for Admlaalon to Thraa-Yaar 
Diploma Course in Hotel Management J 
Study Material & Objective Questions on AH Subjects—Reasoning & Logical 
Deduction, Numerical Ability, Scientific Aptitude and English. 


DIRECTOR: Prof. RAJiNOER S. DHILLON 

M.A., P.G. Dip, in Journalism (Bombay) 
Recipient of H. R. Gokhale Medal in Journalism & 

The Hindustan Times Medal in Journalism.’ 
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ESSAY 

Policing and Human Rights 


T HE ugly face of police is a cause of 
concern amongst the general public as 
well as the higher echelons of the police 
and the administration Of late, with the 
information explosion much has come out 
with regard to abuse of power by the 
police. 

The police is vested with certain legal 
powers which it has to exercise in course 
of discharge of its duties. The powers re¬ 
late to arrest, interrogation of witness/' 
suspects, remand and detention of ac¬ 
cused, search and seizure and confession. 
The police is also vested with powers to 
use minimum force in discharge of law 
and order situations. These powers are, 
however, not absolute and have further 
been balanced in the criminal justices sys¬ 
tem, j.c. the judiciary, where police is a 
party with a burden of proof on it. 

The Human Rights concept has its 


j sides, at the social level also police receives 
contradictory signals. The Bhagalpur 
blinding case, which is perhaps the big¬ 
gest blemish on the human rights record 
ot the police, witnessed the people taking 
to streets in favour of the police. The elec¬ 
tronic media, which is very powerful, also 
protrays police as dispensers of justice, 
rather the facilitators of justice. All these 
contradictory signals, emanating trom 
various channels of society, go to compli¬ 
cate the issue of human rights vis-a-vis 
policing. 

Any instrument of the government 
has to work within the framework of the 
society As early as Chandragupta's time, 
policing system was existing in India 
Chanakya dwelt upon it in his work and 
with the coming ot the Arabs, and subse¬ 
quently the Mughals, the penal svstem too 
evolved. A distinct watershed in the field 


i challenges faced by the police force, "ter¬ 
rorism, insurgency., religious fundamental¬ 
ism and economic crime, as well as organised 
crime in terms of crime syndicates, are on 
i the rise. The technological changes have 
; caught the police lorec ill prepared and with- 
; out time to train itselt afresh to the new situ¬ 
ations. The performanceof the forces in terms 
ot results in terrorist affected areas have been 
exemplary but it cannot be denial that on 
' the scale ot human rights the forces have 
come a cropper. Many a times the reactions 
: of tlie tone have been disproportii mate and 
' insensitive While the issues of human rights 
I of traditional nature' are comparatively easy 
, to handle, tin* new forces which are emerg- 
; ing are required to be lought by the police 
1 force at a very sensitive level A slight error 
ot judgement has either repercussion at so- 
i ial lev el or the morale of the policeman at 
’ cutting edge suiters. 


fountainhead in the Declaration of the j of policing was the British period The , The human rights issue has global di- 
Human Rights by the United Nations in j Britishers had to use Indians against Indi- mcnsionstoo I-'or example, the President ot 

1948. These rights reflect deeply held hu- ; ans. The policy they adopted was that the America brackets the raging wars in Soma- 

man aspirations and aspire for a society j policeman at the cutting edge was given . lia with that of tire situation in Kashmir in 
that is both stable and progressive. i powers but not sufficient money in conso- , India. Thus, actions of police forces have now 

The Universal Declaration of Human ; nance with the duties he performed. The : e\ en become a subject of international poli- 

Rights has thirty articles which mainly | inevitable results of this was the misuse of tics/diplomacy as the woiId is going geo¬ 
cover equality of human beings; right to j the power. Unfortunately, independence , political. The dimensions of this scale are 

freedom without distinction of any kind; ' in 1947 and the subsequent coming into not fixed keeping in view the local Indian 

right to life, liberty and security of per- j force of the Constitution in Lidia, did not ! conditions; rather the rules of international 

son; equality before law and protection j change the scenario. Though democracy , politics apply However, such aberrations in 

from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile, j was established, the police force remained ! the human rights movement can only be 

It we juxtapose the powers of police, | the strong arm of the administration. The ! fought at diplomatic level and more impor- 

via-a-vis the human rights of an indi- i cutting edge till date is ill paid, under- j tantly a strong human rights movement in 

vidual, we unvanably find that the police trained, lacks motivation and education ; our country can effectively counter it. The 

has tremendous amount of latitude to and is perceived as a too! in the hands of j setting up of Human Rights Commission in 

misuse its powers. The accused is at the politicians. This has resulted into ; India is an effective step in this direction, 
receiving end in terms of his human dig- dehumanised insensitive and brutal po- j In the present world we are living in 
nity and examples are galore when the lice force. i an information age wherein much public 

police has physically tortured and killed ! In the Indian scenario, death in po- opinion about issues and incident are 
individuals who were in its custody. The lice custody, torture by police to extract moulded by the media, both electronic and 

issue is complicated because various parts confessions, excessive use of force in deal- print. In the era of competitiveness, sensa- 

of the criminal justice system are not ing with law and order situations and fake tionalism becomes an instrument of suc- 

working in tandem and often working at encounters have been traditional human cess. Unfortunately, this success is 

cross-purposes, much to the detriment of rights issues. The recent years have achieved at the cost of distorted pictures 

the individual who has got involved. Be- brought forth tremendous changes in the being painted. The general public is very 
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credulous about the printed word too. A 
news item in newspaper/magazine is 
taken as gospel truth. Today, the vernacu¬ 
lar and the local press indulges in yellow 
journalism for its sheer survival. 

Invariably, the much harassed police 
force every time becomes a favourite whip¬ 
ping boy ot the media. In tire present sce¬ 
nario of terrorism and insurgency all actions 
of police are to be viewed keeping the over¬ 
all sensitivity of the issues involved. 

Much has been spoken, written and 
argued about the human rights of accused 
and the abuses perpetrated by the police 
on them. However, lot remains to be done 
with regard to the human rights of the 
victim. The rights ot victims are yet to catch 
the imagination ot the media, the NGOs 
and also the police force. The rase in ex¬ 
ample can be taken about the terrorist for 
whom killing innocent people at will is a 
common phenomenon. But, when such 


| terrorists are apprehended by the security 
j forces their first refuge is a case of viola- 
! tion of their human rights. The point here 
I is not to sav that terrorists are not worth) 

! of being treated with human dignity; the 
| argument here is that the society also has 
: responsibility towards those whose inno- 
j cent sons, brothers and family members 
! have been killed Timely compensation 
! and sense ot security needs to be instilled 
j amongst terrorist victims. After a terrorist 
I strike it is not just police alone but the whole 
j administrative machinery the NG( K as well 
| as the society at large which have to play 
I their role together Immediate help to the 
1 victim results, in defeating the purpose ol 
the perpetrator. Hence, the rights of the vic¬ 
tim too an- integrally linked to the issue of 
1 human rights and policing. 

The basic duty of the police is pre- 
; vention and detection of crime Uniortu- 
nately the police force at one end of the 


i spectrum is busy with VIP security, traffic 
| and other sundry duties, while at the other 
end ill equipped and undertrained. The 
casualty in die scheme of things has been 
1 the basic duty of the police and its cred- 
! ibility. 

In order to overcome these deficiences 
the police force needs to sensitise its cut¬ 
ting edge, improve its media profile and 
inculcate professional discipline. The po¬ 
litical masters should understand the 
1 lucu'i-hlandi of police in the society and 
' also the tact that misuse of police force 
: not only maligns the cadres and its effi- 
, ciencies and discipline, it also weakens the 
' nation. At the people's level their is an 
1 immense need of citizens who view the 
police with understanding and honest 
criticism. It is onlv when these aspects 
: work in tandem can we look torwaid lo a 
force which is restrained and respects the 
dignity of an iiuii\ tdual 
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Genetics: Tinkering with Life 


Many of us must have wondered why people belonging to one family look alike, have the 
same characteristics and are vulnerable to the same disease. Why, for instance, do some 
people have a particular shape of nose which characterise them, or the colour of their eyes 
or other common hereditary traits? Almost as if by a secret code, a living being knows exact¬ 
ly what it should look like as it grows. A tiny seed contains the code of an entire tree. 

Scientists have tried to decipher what makes us what we are. The search led to genet¬ 
ics. Man has been doing genetic selection in plants and animals over the years; today we are 
in a position to tinker with human genes. While the technology promises to open up gene 
therapy and cure some hereditary diseases, it also gives man the power of playing God. Are 
we heading towards genetically engineered babies, controlling each feature and quality? 
What if we are able to isolate genes that cause ageing and remove them from our system? 
Will we ultimately make a race of superhumans? And, are we responsible enough? 

These things may seem futuristic but have come within the realm of reality today. Of 
immediate concern is the attempt by multinational companies to patent genes found in 
poor countries. Fears are being raised that traditional knowledge will become the property 
of these companies, and genetics will become another technology to divide the rich and the 
poor. 

Our cover feature comes at a time of remarkable breakthrough in biotechnology. In the 
US, a human ear has been grown on a mouse and bone marrow from a baboon has been 
implanted into an AIDS patient. Our feature explains the science in easy language, 
describes how genes function and looks at the latest developments in technology while also 
debating the ethical issues involved. 


I t must be a sobering 
thought that everything 
about us—our appear¬ 
ance, behaviour, vulner¬ 
ability to disease—is gov¬ 
erned by the flimsy strands of 
deoxyribonucleic acid, the 
DNA. This is the genetic 
material of all living things, 
the language in which our 
basic scripts were written. It is 
also the chemical basis of 
heredity, the genetic transmis¬ 
sion of individual traits from 
parents to offspring. 

This transmission takes 
place in a most tascinating 
way. Inside the nucleus of a 
human cells are 46 chromo¬ 
somes. DNA is found in 
these, consisting of a long 


chain spiral called the dou¬ 
ble helix and connected by 
rungs of nitrogenous com- 
punds. Each parent con¬ 
tributes a piece of DNA which 
combine and proceed to cre¬ 
ate a set of instructions for the 
new being. 

Scientists have been try¬ 
ing to decipher this ever 
since Francis Crick and James 
Watson showed how DNA 
could carry genetic informa¬ 
tion in the rungs of the spiral 
staircase. Miracles of minia¬ 
turisation, the threads of 
DNA are made up of sugar 
and phosphates with the 
rungs made of two of the four 
nitrogenous bases: adenine 
(A), thymine (T), cystosine (C) 


and guanine (G) 

Executing 

Commands 

cientists have already 
seen how the DNA 
executes its demands. 
The ladder unzips, 
exposing the bases. These 
then attract freely floating 
complementing bases: A 
attracts T and C attracts G 
and vice versa. A new 
sequence is formed tran¬ 
scribed into ribonucleic add, 
RNA and forms a ribbon. The 
RNA then detaches itself 
from the DNA and proceeds 
from the cell to direct protein 
assembly essential to the life 
of its host. 


RNA is the transporting 
medium that carries the pro¬ 
tein assembly instructions. In 
the RNA, uracil (U) takes the 
form of thymine. Instructions 
are in the three-letter words, 
each base being a letter. For 
example, GGC specifies the 
amino acid glycine and UCC 
spedfies serine. The chain of 
amino acids as made by the 
RNA folds up into a charac¬ 
teristic bundle to become a 
functioning protein molecule 
and determines the protein's 
function. 

Biologists first got a look 
at these extraordinary build¬ 
ing blocks of life in bacteria, 
it was in E. Coli that scien¬ 
tists leamt that the main 
function of the DNA is to 
direct the manufacture of 
proteins. They also saw the 
function of the messenger 
RNA which carries out the 
genetic message from the 
nucleus to the cellular 
machine that executes the 
command. 

Each gene spells out 
instructions like a sentence. 
But the complexity of the 
problem is trying to find out 
and sequence all the rungs in 
the ladder called base pairs. 
The simple bacteria E. Coli 
has a genetic blueprint that is 
4.5 million base pairs long. In 
a human being there are 3.5 
billion such rungs on the heli¬ 
cal ladder. The gigantic nature 
of the task can well be imag¬ 
ined and has been compared 
to the Apollo project. 
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The job is made more 
difficult by discovery of 
DNA that apparently does 
nothing. Genetic gibberish or 
junk bands, it is strings of 
DNA that are neither used for 
anything nor does it describe 
anything. Unused DNA may 
contain evolutionary histo¬ 
ry—accumulation of genes 
that are no longer used; or 
they may contain something 
useful which may be discov¬ 
ered later. Why the body 
keeps its "junk DNA" and 
does not discard it is also not 
clear. 

Gene Therapy 

T he study of genetics is 
expected to change 
the way we look at 
ourselves. 
Tomorrow’s medicine will 
aim to correct defective 
genes, or make the body 
immune to certain diseases by 
introducing engineered 
genes. Hereditary defects 
could also be corrected by tin¬ 
kering with genes. 

Genetic therapy repre¬ 
sents dramatic change over 
conventional medicine, in the 
sense that genes can be 
altered to build immunity to 
a certain disease. However, 
methods have still not been 
found to alter genes or to 
introduce foreign genes into, 
a cell. 

Already, sites are 
known on human chromo¬ 
somes where gene defects 
contribute to disease. A gene 
abnormality that increases 
the risk of diabetes is on 
chromosome 6; the cause of 
Down's syndrome on chro¬ 
mosome 21. A disease like 
cancer arises when the body's 
DNA starts producing an 
abnormal gene which does 




not have the ability to stop 
the production of cells, like 
normal ones. By supplanting 
defective genes with normal 
ones, such diseases could be 
aired. 

But the promise of 
genetic medicine has not yet 
been realised. There is no 
conclusive proof that gene 
therapy has cured a single 
patient thus far. One problem 
is how to transport the engi¬ 
neered genes into aftected 
cells. The immune system of 
the body is primed to fight 
precisely this kind of biolog¬ 
ical invasion and rejects the 
engineered genes when they 
are introduced. 

An attempt has been 
made to introduce outside 
genes into babies whose 
immune systems are not fully 
developed. Though their 
bodies did not reject the for¬ 
eign genes, it cannot conclu¬ 
sively be said that the therapy 
did good to them. 

Gene therapy has a long 
way to go but the presence 
of multinational companies, 
which are funding the 
research, is causing a prema¬ 
ture rush to commercialise the 
technology even though it is 
not proven. However, the 
possibility of genetic medi¬ 
cine making big strides in the 
near future cannot be ruled 
out. Among these are: 

Baldness: The genes that 
account for hair growth 
remain unknown. But scien¬ 
tists have found ways to push 
genes into hair follicles; and 
have begun to zero in on the 
elusive "hair growth factor", 
the signal that tells normal 
skin to form a hair follicle 
and sprout 

Obesity genes: Scientists 
have found the DNA sequ¬ 


ence of the gene that causes 
some mice to keep eating even 
though they may be obese. 
The gene, called foe ob gene, 
opens up new questions 
about its behaviour and raises 
foe possibility of treatments 
for fat people. The ob gene 
tells the brain to stop eating. 
When injected with protein 
made by ob gene, called lep- 
tin, fat mice which had a 


defective ob gene lost a lot of 
weight. While the findings 
are still premature, under¬ 
standing foe biology of obe¬ 
sity could provide ways of 
tackling foe condition. 

Hypertension: Scientists 
have been looking for the 
gene that causes hyperten¬ 
sion. Experimenting with rats, 
they were able to knock out 
foe gene that causes hyperten- 


Supermen? 

Humans have made use of diverse genetic resources 
found in nature for a long time. They have, over a period of 
time, selected plants which grow better and faster, hens that 
laid more eggs, and cows that gave more milk. Austrian 
monk Gregor Mendel laid the cornerstone of the science of 
genetics in 1866. He had worked over 7 years with pea 
plants, but his findings had to be rediscovered in 1900. 
The science was first called “genetics" in 1966. The term 
“gene" was coined in 1909. 

Agriculture has been transformed by genetics. Yields of 
almost all crops have risen dramatically over the years. 
About 50 percent of these increases can be attributed to 
genetic resources. Animals have also been engineered to 
give better yields. Now it is the turn of humans. 

Though much research is still to be done, scientists the 
world over are engaged in research that promises to change 
our ideas about the way we are. For example, are we just 
a chemical machine, producing proteins inside us that make 
us what we are? Or are we more than that? Can we be 
engineered to look like someone else? Can intelligence be . 
increased by tinkering with genes? 

The questions may not have answers now, but leads 
us to a frightening conclusion. Supposing the best genes are 
isolated by scientists and given to unborn children? 
Suppose we are able to engineer humans to the extent 
that they have ail the good qualities we want to achieve? 
We can then have a nation with fair people, with the most 
beautiful features and with great intelligence. A kind of a 
super race that Hitler dreamed of. 

In a world riddled with inequalities and bigotry, foe new 
race will indeed be a dangerous one. Even without genetic 
research Germans had started believing in foe idea of a 
super race during foe years leading to foe world war. The 
exploitation of caste in India by people who believed them¬ 
selves to be superior, is all too familiar. What If foe rich 
counfoes end up making a superior race by selecting and 
introducing better genes? 

Where does it leave foe rest of us? 
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sum in rats. Mice that had 
the genes knocked out did 
have low blood pressure, but 
the males became infertile 
Efforts are on to study why 
tliis happens. 

Cancer: Scientists at the 
Tata Memorial Cancer 
Research Institute in Bombay 
have reported isolating a gene 
from malignant tumours. The 
transformation of a normal 
cell to a cancerous cell was 
seen to be a genetic phenome¬ 
non. The Tata Institute, after 
eight years of research, 
realised that it was DNA dam¬ 
age that resulted in cancer 
growth. Experimenting with 
animals, it was found that the 
P-53 gene, if introduced exter¬ 
nally, would result in the can¬ 
cerous growth vanishing com¬ 
pletely. Further research 
could establish the actual 
functioning of the gene and 
could result in a cure tor the 
dreaded disease. 

Homosexuality: Apart 
from the question whether it 
is ethical to screen a gene that 
causes homosexuality or 
whether it qualifies for gene 
therapy or not, scientists have 
been looking for a gene com¬ 
mon to homosexuals. By com¬ 
paring the choromosmes of 
homosexual brothers, resear¬ 
chers have found one region 
which is thought to harbour 
genes that cause homosexuali¬ 
ty. Further research would be 
needed to establish how these 
genes could be rectified. 

Ownership of 
genetic resources 

A question which 
continues to haunt 
poor countries is 
that of ownership 
of genetic resources. While 
human genes are being 


patented, another threat 
comes from patenting plant 
and animal genes. 

It is the poor countries 
who are rich in genetic 
resources. For instance, India 
is one of the world's 12 lead¬ 
ing biodiversity centres with 
over 45,000 plant species. We 
have 16 different agio climatic 
zones, 10 vegetation zones, 25 
biotic provinces and 426 habi¬ 
tats of different species, called 
biomes. Due to this, the 
country has about 18,000 
flowering plant species, 2,500 
algae, 23,000 tungi, 1,600 
litchens and 30 million types 
of microorganisms. 

Unfortunately, poor 
countries like India do not 
have facilities for genetic 
research. Only the rich coun¬ 
tries have that. So the genes 
from the poor countries can be 
'discovered' in the West and 
patented there, leaving the 
host country high and dry. 

Increasingly, companies 
from rich countries are 
patenting genes. There is a 
belief among many people 
that the poor countries are 
being ripped ofi. They do not 
have the research to use their 
resources and these are 
exploited by companies to 
make newer and better prod¬ 
ucts. The people of poor coun¬ 
tries must buy these at exhor- 
bitant prices, often paying 
royalty for what was theirs 
to begin with. At the same 
time, to prevent the poor 
countries from duplicating 
processes, they are being 
forced to amend their patent 
laws to provide protection to 
foreign inventions. 

To give an example how 
this dual protection works, 
take the case of WR Grace & 
Co, a US company which has 


patented a neem based pes¬ 
ticide. Grace's pesticide is 
based on an ancient and 
widely known extraction 
process. Neem is part of 
India's folklore and is known 
as sarva roga nivarim, meaning 
thecurcr of all ailments. The 
tree is traditionally known to 
cure leprosy, diabetes, ulcers, 
skin disorders and constipa¬ 
tion. The US company uses 
this traditional and free 
knowledge to develop a bet¬ 
ter product which is patented. 
Whose property is it? 

The issue of biological 
resources was on the agenda of 
the Earth Summit held 
ip 1992. The biodiversity 
convention declared that coun¬ 
tries have a sovereign right to 
their resources and that bene¬ 
fits deriving from them should 
be shared fairly. The US has 
yet to ratify the treaty. 

Genes For Sale 

ince genetic research 
has largely been fund¬ 
ed by multinational 
companies, they are 


now looking for the fruits of 
their funding. Companies are 
also buying up patents of 
genes outright for future prof¬ 
it. Researchers are rushing in 
to get patents even without 
testing the results fully. 

The German company 
Bohringer Ingelheim has 
bought the exclusive rights to 
patent the genes that cause 
asthma, tor $ 70 million. The 
obesity gene has been patent¬ 
ed by Amgen, a Los Angeles 
biotechnology company. 
There seems to be a genetic 
"gold rush'' to buy up as 
many genes as possible for 
developing medicines later 
on. Huge markets are expect¬ 
ed to emerge from the geneti¬ 
cally engineered medicine. 
The obesity gene, tor example, 
may help develop a cure tor 
fat people who wish to control 
their weight, resulting in huge 
profits for the company. 

The development is good 
because permanent control ot 
these diseases will be at hand. 
But at the same time, these 
discoveries will become the 


Genetic Vocabulary 

Gene: Inside the nucleus of every animal or plant cetl 
are chromosomes, thread shaped bodies consisting large¬ 
ly of DNA. Short lengths of each chromosome are called 
genes which confer particular characteristics in organisms 
that inherit them, there is a gene for eye colour in humans. 

A variant of the gene gives blue eyes to one, green to 
another, and brown to still another. Variants of the spne 
gore are called alleles. 

Gene pool: The total number of gehes within a 
group of interbreeding plants or animals, that is, the pool 
of genes within a population. 

Genotype: A particular combination of genes, ? 

Genome: A given set of chromosomes. The humeri 
genome Which iscurrenfly being mapped, consists ofe# 
the genes and their sequence found in a human. 

Bio informatics: Refers to the use of proprietary and 
high tech computer methods for collecting, editing, ; 
analysing and storing DNA sequence information. ’ 
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| monopoly of multinational 
companies. Countries like 
India, which arc nowhere in 
this modern game, stand to 
lose a great deal. Not only 
will they lose out on modern 
medicines, but they will also 
find their knowledge of 
ayurwdn taken away from 
them. ■ 

Biotechnology in 
India 

he biotechnology 
business in India 
spans a wide range 
of activity, from high 
yielding seeds to livestock 
varieties. Bugs that eat pollu¬ 
tants and fish to clean dis¬ 
tillery effluents and develop¬ 
ment of pesticides that arc 
not harmful to the environ¬ 
ment are some of the things 
that are being developed. 
Enzymes are used to give the 
'stonewashed' effect on jeans. 

In India, the biotechnolo¬ 
gy business, which was Rs 100 
crore in 1989, has grown to 
Rs 900 crore now. It is expect¬ 
ed that it will be worth 
Rs 3500 crore, annually, by the 
end of the century. 

The Vittal Mallya 
Scientific Research Founda¬ 
tion, beloging to the United 
Breweries (UB) group, has col¬ 
laborated with a French com¬ 
pany. It plans to manufacture 
, human iasulin in the coun¬ 
try. The Spic Science Founda¬ 
tion has set up an indigenous 
tissue culture centre at 
Coimbatore. The National 
Bank for Business and Rural 
Development (NABARD) is 
assisting the project; which 
is also manufacturing bio 
r pesticides, hybrid seeds and 
industrial enzymes. The com¬ 
pany has developed Neem 
Gold, a botanical pesticide 


and Bio-Gold, a biofertilizer, 

Other companies which 
have come in the field of 
bioteclmology are: Cadilla, 
Wipro, Lupin Laboratories, 
Ranbaxy and Sun Pharma¬ 
ceuticals. There is no doubt 
that the private sector is lead¬ 
ing the thrust, leaving the 
government's Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) far 
behind. Flovvever, the States 
of Haryana, Punjab, Hima¬ 
chal Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have 
plans to develop biotech 
based industries with help 
from DBT. Kerala has taken 
the initiative to set up the 
country's first biotech park. 

Biotech Consortium India 
Ltd has been set up to facili¬ 
tate technology transfer and 
provide financial assistance 
to this industry. 

Gene banks are also 
being set up, which will help 
preserve medicinal plants on 
the verge of extinction. The 
National Facility for Plant 
Tissue Culture Repository in 
New Delhi is setting up a 
gene bank which will be com¬ 
plete by 1997 and store 10 
million plant samples. Three 
more gene banks are being set 
up under a G-15 programme 
at National Bureau of Plant 
and Genetic Resources, New 
Delhi, Central Institute of 
Medicinal and Aromatic 
Plants, Lucknow, and the 
Tropical Botanical Garden 
and Research Institute, Thiru- 
vananthapuram. 

Interest in medicine 
derived from plants is expect¬ 
ed to increase in the future. 
India has a system of herbal 
medicine which stands to be 
exploited and patented by the 
West. Indian research centres, 
led by the Council for 


Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), are seeking 
patentable genes, though 
belatedly. The Tropical 
Botanical Garden and 
Research Institute (TBGRI) 
has started the second gene 
prospecting programme to 
identify patentable genes. 

Effects on 
Agriculture 

W hile the biotech¬ 
nology business 
is expanding, 
there is also a 
steady increase of people who 
question the effects on Indian 
agriculture. If plant genes 
become the private property 
of companies, they question, 
where does it leave the 
farmer? Traditionally, farm¬ 
ers have saved seeds from 
their crops. Now, that right 
is being taken away by com¬ 
panies. 

This will push up the cost 
of seeds and other inputs. The 
high cost of patented agricul¬ 
ture products being devel¬ 
oped by the companies will 
push up costs, wiping out 
small and marginal farmers. 
Agriculture will become a 
capital intensive industry, 
limiting access to a public 
wealth. The Gene Campaign 
has been able to build up 
awareness among the farmers. 
Cargill Seeds, a multination¬ 
al company, was forced to 
wind up their operations in 
India after a sustained cam¬ 
paign by farmers. 

"How about a royalty on 
every potato?" ask other 
activists. If genes can be 
patented, surely the farmer 
should be paid royalty for the 
traditional knowledge of the 
present day genetic varieties, 
collected over the years. The 


American company which 
has patented the neem gene 
could draw on it only because 
it is used in traditional medi¬ 
cine. Is it not liable for royal¬ 
ty payments to the poor 
fanners of India? 

Tinkering with life 

G enetics gives us the 
power to tinker 
with God's design. 
Though it is unfair 
in many ways, it cannot be 
avoided altogether. However, 
the poor countries can try to 
safeguard their interests by 
asking for protection of tradi¬ 
tional knowledge, by a sys¬ 
tem similar to patents, in 
international conventions. 

However, it is a fasci¬ 
nating science. Genetics 
shows us the design of cre¬ 
ation. Apart from material 
benefits to mankind, it may 
also show us the science of 
evolution. Whv, tor instance, 
do certain genes become dor¬ 
mant with the passage of 
time? Why do other genes 
become active? 

Maybe the 'junk DNA' 
contains genes that were used 
once but lie dormant today. 
By activating those, can we 
create a man looking like our 
forefathers? Whether the 
answer is yes or no, there is 
no doubt that Jurassic Park is 
a distinct possibility. 

But, as man gets the 
power to play God, it is also 
wise to remember that play¬ 
ing God is a responsible post. 
As the secrets of genetics, the 
very basis of life, are discov¬ 
ered in the coming years, it 
would do good to remind our¬ 
selves that man cannot take 
upon himself the power of 
life. Whenever he has done so, 
it has resulted in disaster. 
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The Future of International 
Organisations 


This year the United Nations turned 
fifty amid reports of financial irregularities 
and questions about its usefulness. Many 
questioned its role in a world which had 
changed since it was founded. Its peace keep¬ 
ing abilities have taken a severe beating and 
many nations, notably the United States, 
have not paid their dues, pushing the 
organisation into a severe financial crisis. 

Questions were also being raised about 
the Non Aligned Movement (NAM) which 
held its 11th summit at Categena. Colum¬ 
bia. Since the world did not have two super¬ 
powers now, non-alignment could no longer 
be a strategy to maintain balance of power 
Had it outlived its utility 1 Members of the 
movement sought to give it a fresh fare in 
the post-Cold war era whether they would 
succeed remained to be seen 

This feature examines the international 
organisations in the changed world reali¬ 
ties. II looks al the UN declaration and the 
efforts of the NAM to restructure. What is 
the future of these prestigious organisations? 

T HE Uniled Nations was established on 
October 24,1945. The world had seen 
the devastating World War and did not 
want another. The UN's charter was based 
on this very hope: "We the peoples of the 
United Nations determined to save suc¬ 
ceeding generations from the scourge of 
war", it says. 

Fifty years later the organisation can 
review its report card. The world has 
thankfully not seen another world war, 
but the UN may have contributed little 
toward the effort. It was perhaps naive in 
the first place to believe that countries 
would be able to resolve their differences 
through debate and discussion. It was also 
naive to believe that a body of nations 
could control nations who wanted to re¬ 


solve differences through force. No 
organisation, least of all the UN, could ever 
control all the warring nations. Today, that 
very naivette is costing the organisation its 
very credibility. j 

To be fair, the UN has not been a com- j 
plete failure. In many areas, notably social { 
development and humanitarian causes, the 
organisation has led the way. In the past 50 
years, its activities have been rewarded 
with the Nobel Peace Prize five times and 
! to another six indivjduals for their work in 
| the organisation. It has been active in re- 
| lief, rehabilitation and development 
; programmes all over the world. 

The UN aided the birth of 100 newly 
! independent States, encouraged develop- 
| ment through economic cooperation and 
| campaigned against racial and other forms 
j of discrimination. It promoted respect for 
human rights and in 1948 established the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Through declarations and conventions, it 
has given rights to women and children. It 
j also codified and enlarged international 
I law, including law of the sea and protec- 
| tion of global commons. It initiated joint 
action on supranational issues like ozone 
depletion, environmental protection and 
terrorism. 

It has helped focus world attention on 
severe problems that affect mankind. 
Among the important conferences it has 
held are: i) UN Conference on Environment 
and Development at Rio, ii) the Cairo 
Population conference. Hi) on social devel¬ 
opment at Copenhagen, m) on women at 
the historic Beijing conference, i>) on chil¬ 
dren at New York, and in) on human rights 
at Vienna. 

Poor countries have benefitted from 
the developmental assistance provided by 
the UN. 


Criticism of UN 

B UT even though many share Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao's sentiment 
that "the United Nations remains the 
humankind's beacon of hope", the 
organisation has also come in for criticism 
that it no longer sen es a useful purpose. 

There have been unqualified failures 
of the UN in troubled places as bomalia, 
Haiti, Rwanda and Bosnia. During the 
Gulf War it provided a tig leaf of legiti¬ 
macy for the military action by USA. In 
many places, it has just stood by and 
watched people's sufferings: Iraqi Kurds, 
Afganistan and Sudan. The UN finds it¬ 
self helpless in resolving conflicts. Many 
places in the world have ongoing wars 
with little chance of being resolved. 

In her new book Utopia Lost, British 
journalist Rosemary Righter says that the 
UN has been a mere bystander in the de¬ 
velopments taking place in the world for 
the past 50 years. Critics say that it has 
become too big and really has nothing to 
do. Its peace-keeping capabilities are be¬ 
ing called into question: often it can do 
nothing when regional conflicts take place. 
Peace-keeping, it is believed, should be 
left to regional groups or professional 
armies which the UN can requisition. If 
civil war breaks out among traditionally 
warring groups such as the Hutus and 
Tutsies in Rwanda, they should be left to 
do what they like to their own people. 

The UN bureaucracy has also come 
in for severe censure. It is described as 
bloated and inefficient, as "the biggest in¬ 
dustry in humbug". Its ability to act is 
restricted by the five veto-wielding pow¬ 
ers, America, Russia, China, Britain and 
France. Even its social initiatives have been 
described as mere talk shows, where ster- 
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i> debate takes place and nothing construe- j 
tive ever happens. Declarations at these con¬ 
ferences are mere statements of good 
intentions but countries do not have the will 
or resources to cure themselves of |x>verty 
and social evils that plague them. Nor has 
the UN brought about a better North-South 
cooperation to sob e these problems. 

Apart from the htghlv paid UN em¬ 
ployees who severly limit its efficiency, 
there have also been reports ol financial 
irregularities. The organisation is plagued 
by waste, abuse and incompetence. Mil¬ 
lions of dollars have vanished from its 
programmes in different countries, an in¬ 
dication of lack of proper management. 

Renewing the System 

A MONG the demands that are being 
voiced is the restructuring of the Se¬ 
curity Council. The Council is based on a 
pattern of power relevant 50 years ago. 
Germany and Japan, whose financial con¬ 
tributions rank second to USA, are still 
not permanent members. The developing 
world is not adequately represented. 

A fundamental necessity is the greater 
representation of the developing world. 
Without this, the UN's legitimacy is lim¬ 
ited. India, Brazil and Egypt have strong 
claims to represent the Third World but 
there is no agreement yet of their posi¬ 
tions. The image of the UN is that it has 
become the handmaid of the powerful and 
this has to be changed if it is to play a 
useful role. 

A report 'Renewing the United Na¬ 
tions System' mentions that the UN sys- j 
tern must be restructured. There are calls 
for restructuring the Security Council to 
better reflect world realities. 

Is NAM too defunct? 

A NOTHER organisation which has 
similar questions about its usefulness 
is NAM. Since the world is not divided 
into two superpowers, the issue of align¬ 
ment with any does not arise. Ideally, it 
should be discarded as a relic of bipolar 
global politics, say the critics. 

The NAM summits, as its last one at 
Cartegena in Columbia, come up with the 


usual pleas for disarmamemt, free trade, 
unrestricted flow of technology and re¬ 
ducing die debt of poor countries. Like the 
UN summits, there are doubts whether they 
achieve any thing at all. Tile rich countries 1 
evidently do not take them seriously. Just a j 
few month 11 back the nuclear weapon coun- , 
tries had \ oted tor an indefinite and uncon- \ 
dihon.il extension ot the Non Proliferation 1 
ireatv {NT'l) w ithout any regard for the call ; 
for disarmament that NAM issued. 

With the emergence of regional trad- ; 
ing blocs, the cohesion among the non- ; 

1 aligned has eroded. The NAM has not j 
increased its effectiveness in dealing with . 
its problems, which have persisted even i 
after the cold war. The significance of the ' 
NAM as an international force has thus 
weakened considerably. 

At its summit, an attempt was made 
to encourage trade and investment among j 
member countries. According to Samper i 
i Pizano, President of Columbia and chair- j 
! man of the summit, the movement should ! 
t have a "more realistic, pragmatic and ef- i 
I fcctive instrument of economic coopera- , 
I tion". But this seems far-fetched, since : 
j the 113 members of the NAM are hardly ; 
| homogenous. i 

Both NAM and UN suffer from simi¬ 
lar inaction. NAM remained a silent spec- j 
tator during the Gulf War and the ongoing j 
crisis in Bosnia. It has done nothing to lift j 
the embargo against Libya, a NAM mem- i 
ber. It also remained in a stupor when the j 
Kuwait crisis arose. In tact, the movement 
has become moribund and almost defunct j 
except for issuing platitudinous rhetoric j 
and statements which no one, least of all j 
the rich nations, takes seriously. 

One deficiency is that the NAM does ! 
; not have a secretariat to follow up on j 
decisions taken. The movement exists only : 
in its triennial summits and is not able to 
do anything in between. There is no doubt 
j that the NAM has to lie restructured to be I 
| meaningful instead of merely giving > 
| politicains a chance to travel abroad. 

Future of international 
organisations 

B OTH NAM and UN face questions 
about their future. They have not 


changed with the changing world reali¬ 
ties and now find themselves without 
anything to do. It is tire trade organisations 
tike the ASEAN, OPEC and WTO which 
can wield some power over member coun¬ 
tries. The other organisations exist from 
meeting to meeting, with little work in 
between. Even the SAARC hopes to estab¬ 
lish a trading organisation, SAPTA, be¬ 
cause it realises that an organisation 
formed for mere cooperation achieves 
nothing. But neither the UN nor NAM can 
ever represent a trading bloc. 

The UN cannot exist in the future with 
its peace-keeping role and the organiser 
of mega conferences. Nor can NAM exist 
as a mere movement. Both organisations 
must find meaningful roles for themselves. 
It has been suggested that the UN should 
be made the custodian of a global Internet, 
an information manager rather than an 
influencer of governments. This might 
even help it generate revenue for itself. 

Without any meaningful role, the 
UN charter finalised by 185 countries 
this year is destined to remain mean¬ 
ingless. It talks of the expected things 
like global peace, development issues, 
equality among nations, justice and rule 
of law. It calls on the international com¬ 
munity to act to defeat common threats 
such as terrorism. It assures equal rights 
for men and women. "The practical and 
moral challenge of our time is to redi¬ 
rect il to a greater service to mankind, 
especially those who are suffering and 
are deeply deprived." 

The charter no doubt has some 
meaningful talk. But the trouble is that 
a person with an average intelligence 
could pen it down. An allegiance to the 
document means nothing, as do good 
intentions. 

The question before international 
organisations is whether good intentions 
require international summits. What 
these organisations are suffering from is 
an ovtidose of words and too little ac¬ 
tion. Do we need these statements of 
good intentions at all? To be meaning¬ 
ful, both the NAM and the UN have to 
move beyond rhetoric to some actual 
action. Whether they can do so remains 
to be seen. 
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ARTICLE 

Rural Poverty Alleviation 
in India: A Critique 

Since early seventies poverty allevia- has been kept through a programme called tualityofdeathofthecattfedfitaikdtheentiie 

lion lias been the favourite subject of the TRYSEM (Training Rural Youth for Self- process. Once the assistance was provided, 

politicians, particularly when the elections Employment). After the training, TRYSEM the executing agencies virtually forgot about 

draw nearer. Indeed, poverty is a deep-rooted trainees are rehabilitated by providing a die beneficiary. In many cases, the beneficia- 

and stubborn historical phenomenon in In - loan-subsidy package. Another important ries could not repay the loan which resulted 

dian system and needs special attention, component of IRDP is the employment in their turning defaulter and ineligible for 

Several policies have been adopted by the generation programmes, now integrated the second dose of assistance. Many got 

Government from time to time to effectively into one programme known as Jawahar entrapped in indebtedness. 

tackle this problem. With the advent of Sec- Rozgar Yojna (JKY). It aims at providing After the process of economic reforms 

and Five Year Plan, it was expected that rapid rural employment for the people living was initiated in 1991, for the first two years 

industrialisation would automatically result below poverty line. Another programme the poverty alleviations programmes were 

in overall economic development in the called DWCRA (Development of Women relegated to lower position in the order of 

economy and raise the income levels for all and Children in Rural Areas) is operat- priority. Virtually, the days of "Trickle down" 

classes of population. But after almost 20- ing in certain development blocks and concept were again back. By the end of 1994 

year of planned growth, it was realised that is aimed at taking up group activities the remarks of an official committee revealed 

the so-called "trickle down" theory proved which could result in socio-economic that the percentage of people living below 
to be wrong. The reasons were not far to welfare of these vulnerable sections of poverty line had infact increased from 36 

seek. The economy was in the preliminary the society. per cent in 1991 to nearly 40 per cent. It was 

stages of development and the economic sys- This integrated package was mainly mainly due to the furore created by the re- 

few and mechanisms were not fully devel- aimed at economic development of iden- port, as well as the ensuing Lok Sabha dec- 

oped. The phase of gradual shift from a barter tified people living below poverty line. It tions, that the Government woke up to die 

economy to a monetised one was still con- was expected that this "frontal attack" on gravity of situation and in addition to 

tinuing. However, failure of the trickle down rural poverty would result in immediate strengthening some old schemes, introduced 

theory gave rise to a new phenomenon—di- reduction in the incidence of poverty in some new welfare schemes aimed at 

red attack on the poverty with the Integrated the rural areas. But as the programme was benefitting the rural, particularly poor popu- 

Rural Development Programme (IRDP). put to execution, several lacunae were lation. 

noticed. Firstly, the identification of ben- 

Integrated Approach eficiaries was an uphill task and if there Misplaced Orientation 

were certain flaws in the identification, it 

TRDP was introduced as an integrated would affect the results of the entire T1 URAL poverty alleviation programme 

JLprogramme in which income generating programme. As the element of subsidy was A\have been lacking imagination and to- 

assets are provided to the families living involved, malpractices crept in. Target tality. The underlying assumptions on 

below poverty line, through a loan-sub- orientation resulted in only increasing the which the IRDP operates is that the poor 

sidy package. The aim is to enable the number of beneficiaries every year, with- family would, all of a sudden, turn into 

beneficiary families to increase their in- out evaluating the impact of the an efficient entrepreneur and no 

come levels by having an asset like a milch programme properly. Number of persons/ infrastructural bottlenecks exist in die rural 

cattle, a petty shop, a small nursery or families which crossed the poverty line, areas. Another assumption is that in¬ 
small handicraft unit. The interest on the was much smaller than the number of creased family income would result in 

loan component of the package is substan- persons who were provided assistance socio-economic and infra-structuraldevel- 

tially subsidised. For activities needing under the programme. In some cases the opment in the rural areas. Recent UNDP 

technical or professional training, provi- assistance provided was so meagre that it report on the social development has 

sion for training through master-craftsmen could not assist the beneficiary adequately, ranked India at a poor 134th position : 

or technical training institutions like HI Particularly in case of milch cattle, die even- among 174 countries of the world. The V 
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report exposes serious pitfalls in the field 
of social development and shows social 
indicators like literacy, primary education, 
women participation, infant mortality ra¬ 
tio and birth rate in a very poor light. The 
mason for the lopsided achievement in 
development is the lack of appropriate 
orientation in our rural development 
programme. The basic assumptions made 
about die economic development, thus 
appear to be out of place. 

One of the factors haunting foreign 
investors in India is poor infrastructure 
in the rural areas. Road and rail com¬ 
munications, tele-communications, 
availability of electricity and other trans¬ 
portation facilities are utterly poor in 
India. The availability of proper ware¬ 
houses and cold storages in the rural 
areas is negligible. Even social infra¬ 
structure—like schools, colleges, health 
care facilities and institutions, availabil¬ 
ity of irrigation and drinking water and 
sanitation facilities—is extremely poor. 
IRDP has focussed on the incomes of 
individual family but no integrated 
approach was adopted to ensure orderly 
and rapid growth of socio-economic and 
other infrastructure in the rural areas. 
Unless these facilities are improved, 
rural development in India would re¬ 
main a pipe-dream. 

The key to rural development in a 
country like India lies in the development 
of agriculture which largely remains primi¬ 
tive. Empirical rate of growth in agricul¬ 
tural sector has been just two per cent, 
which barely equals the population growth 
rate. Secondary (industry) and Tertiary 
(services) sectors have been growing much 
rapidly. The Tertiary sector is contribut¬ 
ing 40 per cent to the GDP, followed by 
32 per cent contribution by the manu¬ 
facturing sector, pushing the primary 
sector to the last position with just 28 
per cent contribution to the GDP. It also 
means that returns in the farm sector 
are almost stagnant and the productiv¬ 
ity is poor. 

Hence, one of the factors recognised 
to have perpetuated the rural poverty is 
declining capital formation in the farm¬ 
ing sector and declining gross investment 


(in real terms) in agriculture, fit the year 
1980-81, capital formation in the farm 
sector was 18 per cent of which 11 per 
cent was in private sector and 7 per cent 
in the public sector. This percentage fell 
by 50 per cent to just 9 per cent within 
almost a decade, by 1992-93, with 6.9 
per cent in private sector and 2.1 per 
cent in the public sector. One of the 
solutions, therefore, lies in sizeably in¬ 
creasing the investment in the agricul¬ 
tural sector. 

There has been sudden increase in 
funds for the rural development during 
the past two years. Rural Development 
Ministry outlay as a whole was increased 
from Rs 6030 crore in 1994-95 to Rs 6540 
crore in 1995-96 Number of dwelling 
houses to be constructed under Indira 
Awas Yojana has been raised from 4 lakhs 
in 1994-95 to 10 lakhs in 1995-96. Simi¬ 
larly, the target of generating mandays 
under the JRY has been enhanced from 
1050 million to 1290 million mandays. The 
number of development blocks, covered 
under the Employment Assurance Scheme, 
has also been increased to 2443 during 
1995-96, as compared to 1752 blocks dur¬ 
ing the previous year. In March 1995, 6 
new departments were created to have a 
sharper focus on rural poverty alleviation. 
Again, the assumption is that spending of 
more funds would result in more economic 
development in rural areas. Several new 
welfare schemes have been introduced for 
the people living below poverty line and a 
sum of Rs 4000 crore is expected to be spent 
on the execution of these schemes. But, how 
much impact these schemes will have on 
poverty, with just half a per cent of the GDP 
for this purpose, remains to be seen. 

Future Strategy 

M OST of the developing countries in 
Asia have achieved substantial re¬ 
duction in incidence of poverty. Countries 
like China, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai¬ 
land have achieved tremendous success 
in bringing down the impact of poverty. 
Their achievements in the field of social 
development have also been commend¬ 
able, pushing them ahead of India in the 


HDI (Human Development Index), given 
in the UNDP report for the year 1995. 
While poverty alleviation acts as an elec¬ 
tion gimmick in India these countries have 
religiously pursued the target of poverty 
eradication, keeping aside the political 
considerations. 

The government, therefore, needs to 
follow a four-pronged attack on rural 
poverty. Firstly, special attention must be 
paid towards strengthening infrastructure 
in rural areas. A modest beginning has 
been made in the current year's budget 
proposals by providing reasonably good 
incentives for the private investors to in¬ 
vest in the infrastructure sector. Secondly, 
investment in the farm sector needs to be 
stepped up considerably. Mechanisation 
of agriculture and improvement of irriga¬ 
tion facilities, to cover maximum possible 
area under cultivation, are two such areas 
of investment. Improvements in existing 
marketing facilities of the agricultural 
produce and its increased processing are 
other areas of investment which can 
largely assist the agriculture in particular 
and poverty allevation in general. Thirdly, 
government must encourage such 
industrialisation in the rural areas which 
can result in suitable growth in employ¬ 
ment opportunities. This will, on the one 
hand reduce the disguised unemployment 
in the farm sector, thereby increasing its 
productivity, on the other it would result 
in more incomes and increased produc¬ 
tion. Finally, implementation of all the 
programmes aimed at economic and so¬ 
cial development in rural areas, in an in¬ 
tegrated manner, by the government 
agencies, with proper coordination, would 
also result in excellent achievements. Any 
laxity in implementing these programmes 
may retard the process of development. 
All the above policy measures, alongwith 
the existing programmes, are expected to 
result in rapid social and economic devel¬ 
opment in the rural areas, thereby releas¬ 
ing the majority of the rural population 
from the clutches of scourge of poverty. 
That would be the happy ending to a long 
wait to see the light at the end of a long 
and dark tunnel of poverty, for hundreds 
of millions. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Do Beauty and Brains Go 
Together 


There are many critics of the current 
popularity of beauty contests in India, It is 
said that they demean women and usher in 
the thinking that beauty is everything and 
intelligence docs not matter. Media has also 
been full of images of beautiful but dumb 
women, epitomised by the popular line, "Lily, 
don't be silly". 

But do these images represent the true 
nature of women? Are beautiful women nec¬ 
essarily dumb? We debate this age old ques¬ 
tion in the light of increasing participation 
of women in everyday life as well in the 
beauty related industry. 

Miss A ! would like to start the 

discussion by saying that this myth 
about beauty and brains was started 
by the media. Intelligent people are 
generally portrayed as sloppy and 
careless about their appearance while 
beautiful girls are shown to be dull. 

In movies we have seen them either 
in silly roles as gangsters' molls or as 
the suffering housewives who stick 
with their husbands no matter how 
badly they treats her. In advertise¬ 
ments, beautiful women are just 
decorative showpieces. This has given 
the impression that one can be brainy 
or beautiful, but not both. But this is 
wrong. Today, women have shown 
that they can have both beauty and 
brains: in colleges and universities 
girls frequently outscore boys. There 
are women pilots, engineers and 
doctors. Moreover, there are beauty 
contests where both qualities are 
. tested and the winner is one who has 
both. So we should not be carried 
away by media stereotypes; if we see 


the real world, beauty and brains go 
together. 

Mr B Though I agree with you that 
our thinking is shaped by media stereo¬ 
types, still if we look carefully we find 
that women are either beautiful or 
brainy but seldom both. You are right 
about women doing many jobs that they 
did not do before. But women scientists 
and doctors cannot be said to be beauti¬ 
ful. Even the university toppers that you 
talk about, are certainly not beautiful. 
That is why you will find pretty girls 
employed as receptionists but at an 
important position the woman will not 
be beautiful. There are beautiful women 
in fields where no brain is required- 
films, modelling and so on. In the 
beauty contests that you mention, the 
winners no doubt have both beauty and 
brains, but they are exceptions. And 
exceptions do not prove the rule. Let us 
not look at the few cases of recent Miss 
Indias and conclude that both go to¬ 
gether. The fact is that either a girl is 
beautiful or brainy. Moreover, even in 
the beauty contests, girls are expected to 
show off their bodies no matter how 
intelligent they are. They are thinly 
disguised body shows. The intelligence 
is only an add-on, to impart a little 
respectability to the shows. So it is 
wrong to say that beauty and brains go 
together. 

Miss C I take exception to that. 
What do you mean that toppers or 
women scientists are not beautiful? If 
they were not beautiful, could they get 
married? The fact that they lead normal 


lives shows that they too have 
beauty. Your second point about 
beauty contests being body shows is 
also wrong. How can a young girl 
answer the questions put to her if 
she is not intelligent? Even the 
professions of acting and modelling 
require brains. If they were me¬ 
chanical jobs not requiring brains 
everyone could do them. Why don't 
you look at other fields too? Can 
you tell me of any other field where 
men, with their so called superior 
intelligence, have brought interna¬ 
tional fame to India? We are miser¬ 
able in sports. Our industry cannot 
compete abroad. It is only the 
combination of beauty and brains 
that have brought any kind of 
recognition to India. In the beauty 
contests, the most beautiful girl 
does not necessarily win. The differ¬ 
ence is the intelligence. 

Mr D I agree with both the ladies. 
Girls have a certain amount of intelli¬ 
gence. There have been no tests to 
prove that girls actually have lower IQ 
than men. And beauty is a subjective 
term. Each girl has some beauty. Thus it 
is wrong to say that toppers or women 
who achieve something are not beauti¬ 
ful. Possibly what is implied here is that 
women achievers have less time to 
apply make-up and look after their 
appearance as other girls may have. 

That gives the impression that women 
achievers are not beautiful and that 
beauty and brains do not go together. 
Our idea about beauty is universal 
beauty which appeals to all. Does a girl 
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who has universal beauty also have 
brains? I don't think the example of 
beauty contests is the right one. Such 
contests are just body shows. The so 
called questions that are supposed to 
test intelligence actually do not do so. 
Any girl can mug up some lines about 
'inner beauty' or learn up some lines 
about peace, love and harmony and 
blurt them out at the contest. She 
can claim on stage to work for the 
poor, the old or the children. Most 
of it is fashionable but hypocritical 
and does not show any intelligence. 
Today, an average looking girl can 
learn all the right things and say 
them on stage to win the contest. It 
has nothing to do with brains 
Thus, I do not agree with your 
argument that beauty contests show 
that beauty and brains go together. 
What the contests test is confidence 
and presence of mind So let's not 
talk of contests only. 

Miss E I agree with you To some « 
extent women have themselves to 
blame for their image. It is they who 
take part in beauty contests giving the 
impression that they are vain. Mapy 
girls in college, especially ones bee 
longing to rich families, show off their 
clothes and cosmetics as if that is all 
that matters. Being noticed is their 
mam aim and they spend most of 
their time trying to look beautiful. 

They are not interested in other 
pursuits. On the other hand, there are 
girls who are serious at studies and at 
othei things. Some of them are just 
plain and do not spend money or 
time on their looks. This gives the 
impression that beauty and brains just 
do not go together. It is either this or 
that. Only rarely will you find a girl 
that combines both looks and is good 
at other things. I think our colleges 
should have a course on appearance 
also. Achievers should be taught to 
look after their appearance and girls 
who do not do well should be encour¬ 
aged to learn other constructive » 


things. This will help them do some¬ 
thing important rather than end up as 
receptionists. This will also change 
the perception that beauty and brains 
do not go together. 

Mr B Let me also say that the 
image of beauty not going with brairts 
comes from what the women do in 
their spare time. Many ladies indulge 
in useless pursuits like shopping and 
talking. Kitty parties are the rage 
among married women. To a man this 
means that they not only have noth¬ 
ing to do, but are incapable of doing 
anything meaningful. If the women 
did something useful, this kind of 
thinking would not arise at all. The 
women who end up doing something, 
are the ones in highly visible profes¬ 
sions such as films and modelling. In 
these professions they have to show 
their charms which again implies that 
they don't have brains. 

Miss A Have you ever thought 
why women take part in kitty parties? 
It is not because they like them, but 
because they cannot pursue separate 
careers. Women normally have to give 
up their jobs when the husbands are 
transferred. How can they take up a 
profession which shows their intellec¬ 
tual skills’ They have to take up 
temporary jobs m the cities where 
they may be, or do something else to 
fight their boredom. Kitty parties are 
taken up not out of choice but out of 
necessity. In a male-dominated world, 
this is the best that they can do. Our 
culture too treats women badly. 
Women are treated as sex objects who 
must be covered in purdah for fear of 
showing their beauty In many homes, 
they are not allowed to go out or 
work. And then you blame them for 
not being brainy. Thankfully, all that 
is changing. But men’s attitudes are 
still not changing and they are unable 
to see women as their equals. They 
like to categorize them as beautiful or 
brainy. Fortunately, that is changing. 


Miss C I think men too have to 
change their attitudes. Men have al¬ 
ways treated women as objects of 
consumption. That is why they 
catpgorise girls as being beautiful or 
not; then they want to see whether the 
girl has brains. Do we talk the same 
way about men, whether they are 
handsome and brainy? Real equality 
will come only when all of us, whether 
men or women, are recognised by 
achievements rather than by looks. 
Unfortunately, women are always 
judged by two criteria and one of them 
is looks. Why does beauty come into it 
at all? Why not look at the achieve¬ 
ments of toe women only’ Most men 
cannot bear any girl to be superior to 
them. When you use those expressions 
it is because men suffer from Lueriority 
complex. Beauty is something only 
girls can have. So men feel threatened 
if a girl rises to a responsible position 
and is beautiful as well In our male- 
dominated society, girls are kept 
down at all stages and are ill treated. 
Men just cannot bear to see them 
succeed. So this whole discussion 
about beauty and brains. Women are 
human beings too and must have 
intelligence. If they did not have 
intelligence, they could not do many 
things that they end up doing. 

Mr D We do not deny that 
women have intelligence But in a 
male-dominated world, it is still 
difficult that men accept them as 
equals. In recent studies, it has 
been shown that IQ must be bal¬ 
anced by EQ or Emotional Intelli¬ 
gence. Mere IQ is not enough. In 
his book Emotional Intelligence, 
Danial Goieman suggests that 
understanding one's feelings, feel¬ 
ing empathy for others and regulat¬ 
ing emotions are important for 
success. I feel women always had a 
natural talent for these. In the end, 
we may discover that beauty and 
brains may actually go together, no 
matter what we might think today. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Challenge Your Destiny 


B ROADLY speaking, people can be di¬ 
vided into two categories: believers 
and non-believers in destiny. The former 
are dismissed as fatalists whereas the lat¬ 
ter are flatteringly called challengers. There 
is an element of truth in each contention. 

Destiny is the scapegoat which we 
make responsible for our own follies. It is 
used as an excuse when adversity strikes. 
We find shelter under it when we should 
be striving against it. 

Destiny is the phase of the weak 
heart—an apology for the human error. 
The strong admit of no destiny, except in 
matters of birth and death. 

The fact is, however, that thoughts 
lead on to purpose; purpose goes forth in 
action; achon forms habits; habits decide 
character and character fixes our destiny. 

This gem of a thought from Tryon 
Edwards reveals that the germ of destiny 
lies buried first in our own thought which 
culminates into action. Shakespeare meant 
the same when he said, "Character is des¬ 
tiny." 

Mole Hills 


M N do not stumble over mountains 
ut over mole-hills. We meet a diffi¬ 
culty and it scares us. We lack courage and 
confidence—and the mole-hill grows into 
a mountain. 

There is no need, for each one of us 
possesses enormous hidden resources 
which we have never yet tapped. Life is 
safe and generous. Enough is there from 
day to day, though we may not enjoy 
riches. So, if the time comes when difficul¬ 
ties rain down upon us, we tend to be 
bewildered, thinking the worst and that it 
is the end of our world. 

Did we but know if we have endless 
resources to help us through the hardest 
going? If we will train our minds to keep 
calm and to think and reason instead of 


being swayed by fears and emotions, we 
can muster our strength and by faith and 
confidence conquer our destiny. 

It is a tough world. We are passing 
through hard times. We are already weary. 
But we must acknowledge and accept the 
fact that difficulties are part of life. There 
is no one who escapes—though it may 
appear to the on-lookcr that some do. 

To everyone in turn comes a period 
of trial. Set-backs and tragedies will come 
to us all, but we have a reserve of strength 
within each of us that makes us strong 
enough to stand up against them like trees 
at mountain tops weathering storms. 

If this were not so, we ne/er fight, never 
struggle and never achieve. Achievement is 
the result of adversity and difficulty. If there 
were always ease, we would have no need 
to struggle. We go aimlessly through life, 
getting no-where, making no progress. 


C UT out the words "Can't" and "Im¬ 
possible" out of your vocabulary. We 
all need to acquire confidence; some more, 
some less. 

Take your own situation and practise 
faith in the ultimate good that can arise 
out of it. You lack much confidence to send 
in to tackle your situation. But start. Make 
a beginning. The very act of starting 
doubles your confidence. 

People take a morbid pleasure in sit¬ 
ting down under tragedy and difficulty 
saying —"Isn't this terrible? I can't do 
anything now. I'm beaten." 

Of course they are beaten—out of their 
own minds. You get from life what you put 
into it. Put in defeat, despair difficulty and 
that is what you reap. Fight—weigh up the 
odds and then defy them with some practi¬ 
cal thought and action. You reap a positive 
reward straight away. 

Other people have solved and over¬ 


come greater problems than yours. So you 
are going to fight. It is the way we think 
that counts—that colours all our actions. 
Everything is determined by what goes 
on in the mind. So banish feat; doubt and 
pessimism now! 

In looking forward to this New Year, no 
matter what your problems, get your mind 
right first. Think positive thoughts. Hold on 
to your thoughts of confidence and success, 
and though they may be slow to develop, 
gradually they will take hold of you and 
negative thoughts will disappear. 

Future 

L OOK ahead—not too far, for you may 
be crossing bridges you may never 
reach. Just take the first step—the first 
month. Make your plan, tackle that prob¬ 
lem, increase your confidence. 

Get busy doing, learning, practising 
something. Let your confidence grow— 
and there is nothing you cannot overcome 
in the eleven months to follow. Cease to 
stumble over mole-hills in mistake for 
mountains! "When the going gets tough, 
let the tough get going!" 

We dread tomorrow coming owing 
to the events of today. We know the mean¬ 
ing of fear, uncertainty, anxiety. In short 
we are experiencing the unexpected and 
disconcerting problems. Right through our 
school years and on to college or Univer¬ 
sity, if we went that far. 

We develop courage to some degree, or 
suffer the consequences—fear; embarrass¬ 
ment, shame, feelings of inferiority. The 
amount of courage we need depends upon 
individual circumstances. The clever child 
of relatively poor parents needs considerable 
courage while rubbing shoulders with his 
or her more affluent college associates. 

The crippled student requires another 
kind of courage to endure his handicap. 
Even the slightly less intelligent student 
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mtipt exercise courage to plod his stumbling way to a higher 
.education. 


Courage 


C OURAGE wells up as from a hidden spring within the hu 
man soul. It is a kind of inspiration that first has to be tapped, 
then stimulated and directed. 

The technique—like anything else worth learning—isn't 
easy, but very few of us lack the ability to learn it if we really 
try. Everything depends upon our mental attitude towards 
the trials and troubles of life. 

One may not have been born with certain natural or 
1 material assets possessed by the "lucky few". We may have 
met more than our deserved share of opposition, in terms 
i of people or conditions. Yet you do have one great power. 
You have the ability to control and direct your own 
thoughts. 

We must learn, to induce the inspiration of courage, is to 
i dispel all negative thoughts of failure, future unhappiness 
and similar depressing possibilities. Thoughts and convic¬ 
tions we decide to hold in the present determine, to a great 
extent, our so-called future. 

The term "so-called future" is used with intent. What is 
the "future", but the present—when we reach it? Today was 
the "future", only yesterday! 

This brings home to us the remarkable truth that the 
present is the only time we should concentrate upon. What 
happens tomorrow depends almost entirely upon what we 
decide and how we act today. 

Present 

T HE influences which we inaugurate and which eventually 
react upon us, have their origin in the present. Therefore, 
we can formulate practical demands on the "future" with con¬ 
fidence. 

It is no use sitting down idly, and merely wishing and 
hoping that the future will provide the good fortune we need. 
This negligent attitude fails to stir the depths of our potential 
power. 

Our thoughts and affirmations must be intelligent, 
concentrated, consistent, unwearied and confident. We can 
expect ultimate fulfilment in relation to the clarity of our 
thoughts and the persistence of our action. 

We are the machines of our own destiny. Are we mak¬ 
ing the fullest use of our own capacity now, in the present? 
Or we wasting our energies by feeling uncertain of our 
powers, fearful of failure, full of anxiety about our fu¬ 
ture? 

Do not be vague, indefinite, doubtful, fearful, hesitant. 
Aware of the highest potential power you can imagine. Your 
only limitations are the limits of your belief. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Loss of memory 

Q. If human beings all over the world 
lose their memory (faculty to remember). 
State three possible consequences that 
would happen as a result of the loss of 
memory among human beings. 

Ans. Memory, as we ail know, is a 
unique and ubiquitous trait of human 
personality. It is such a forceful faculty 
among human beings as has been work¬ 
ing wonders in all walks of life since time 
immemorial. We only realise its wonder¬ 
ful place and power in human aspira¬ 
tions and achievements when, in old 
age, memory starts receding into nar¬ 
row cells and then disappears at long 
last. Since loss of memory among the 
aged is a disease, we feel sorry for the 
victims and pray for their peaceful and 
honourable exit from this highly selfish 
and self-seeking world. But if by any 
chance or catastrophe, human beings, 
regardless of their age, race or sex, lose 
their memory, the consequences would 
be too grim and gory to be visualised in 
their awful intensity. 

First of all, the adverse effect of such 
a mishap would be felt among members 
or blood relations living under a com¬ 
mon roof or sharing a common lineage 
or hereditary harmony. When all of a 
sudden, the memory lane goes dry and 
dark, it would become almost impos¬ 
sible to say 'who is who'. All relation¬ 
ships would come under severe strain 
and suspicion. With the power of recol¬ 
lection having disappeared from the 
lives of human beings, the breaking up 
of the most potent institutions like fam¬ 
ily, may not take much time to happen. 

The worst affected would be those 
who are patients, and have been advised 
to take medicines at regular intervals. The 
other sufferers would be the students at 
all levels of learning, because without 


memory or the power to remember, they 
would present blank faces both in classes 
and exunination halls. Since the entire 
pattern of education and examination 
all over the world is based on the repro¬ 
duction of facts and figures, analyses 
and assessments, mostly drawn from 
books or other media, loss of memory 
would bring the age-old edifice tum¬ 
bling down. 

Last but not least are the creative art¬ 
ists and writers who receive sustainable 
support for their creative works from die 
sensitive source of 'emotions recollected 
in tranquillity’. In the absence of memory, 
they may fail to concretise their past expe¬ 
riences and encounters with beauty and 
other objects of inspiration. Likewise the 
writers of biographies and autobiogra¬ 
phies, historical treatises etc may find 
many a gaping holes in their narration^ 
(books or manuscripts) for want of defi¬ 
nite and reliable clues provided by the 
memory lane. 

All the World is a Stage 

Q. 'All the world is a stage'. In the 
light of this comment (proverb) state your 
views based on experience, reading and 
observation. 

Ans. The comment, though cryptic, 
contains or carries the Kernel of wisdom 
which only a mighty mind like that of 
Shakespeare could conceive and express. 
For us, the whole world is like a stage 
where our entry is heralded at the time of 
birth and exit announced with our death. 
By and large our roles are cut out but in 
exceptional cases, like Gandhi, the role 
evolves itself till it becomes a symbol of 
an ideal or a glorious goal. All that is vis¬ 
ible creates illusions and images for us so 
that our energies remain in a state of 
movement and we are never found want¬ 
ing in courage and confidence. On the 


other hand, the invisible is shrouded in 
myths and mysteries, which only the saints 
and seers try to unravel. In short, all hu¬ 
man beings have their roles to play cm the 
theatre of this world. For some, the sum 
and substance of their acting is the enrich¬ 
ment of life, whereas for others, human 
activities are only 'sound and fury' signi¬ 
fying nothing. For an optimist, every posi¬ 
tive action is a step forward towards the 
betterment of human condition. Seem¬ 
ingly, some actions or roles may appear 
big and significant while others may fail 
to catch others' attention. But in the drama 
of life, there is no role which is irrelevant 
and irreverent. 

Change is the law of nature. From a 
crude and cruel stage that die world was 
in the initial stages of human civilisation, 
we find the range of our roles not con¬ 
fined to one particular place or people. 
With glamour and glitter around, sophis¬ 
tication and success syndrome reigning 
supreme on our imagination and ideas, 
our roles have undergone a sea change. 
We are too impatient to stay content with 
what we have and crave for the moon, 
little knowing that over-acting can result 
in self-suffocation. An obsession to con¬ 
tinuously and completely occupy the cen¬ 
tre stage has become the cause of so many 
aberrations and distortions in the socio¬ 
economic and socio-political theatre of the 
world. 

How we explore and exploit the 
given opportunity is the response and 
responsibility of an individual actor or 
actress. Whether we excel in our roles 
or prove mediocre on the stage and re¬ 
main a part of the crowd, is our own 
doing. It hardly matters, if some are bom 
with a silver spoon in their mouth, be¬ 
cause there are numerous others on the 
stage of this world who make the miracle 
of 'rags to riches' a ringing reality. We 
should make the best use of every 
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chance, possibility and opportunity that | 
comas our way, while we are breathing | 
life into our roles in the world that is a j 
big stage. 

Controlling floods 

Q, Suggest three most effective steps 
to control the fury of floods. Substantiate 
how the measures suggested by you would 
be effective. 

Ans. If timely and adequate rainfall, 
besides other factors, lias brought about the 
'Green Revolution', it has played havoc as 
well so far as the fury and destructive power 
of floods is concerned. If the damage was 
over Rs 200 crore way back in 1968, die av¬ 
erage loss during the last one decade from 
floods has been to the tune of nearly 
Rs 2000 crore. No doubt, in a country like i 
India where so much damage caused by j 
flood has been attributed to the rainfall pat- j 
tern, containing flood waters is a daunting j 
task. But still, with proper planning and j 
timely action, it may be possible to con¬ 
trol if not prevent the onslaught of floods 
and the resultant trail of destruction. The 
following measures, if taken in the right 
earnest, can go a Jong way in minimising j 
the damage. j 

Since floods occur when the run-off 
water from the catchment areas exceeds j 
the bank capacity of the rivers, the run-off I 
water can be stored in reservoirs and tanks, j 
specially made for this purpose, and which j 
can be released after the ri vers recede. De- i 
silting of dams and the construction of | 
additional cushions can accumulate run- ! 
off water that can be used during the dry j 
season. We can also identify natural dc- | 
pression areas existing in the upper reaches 
where water can be stored. 

Precautionary measures like construc¬ 
tion of embankments have not proved 
effective and sufficient enough to control 
or contain flood waters in the past, Em- j 
bankments do not serve much purpose as i 
they prevent water locally only. Moreover, ! 
it is unaffordable to embank the entire river i 
stretch. 

Before the onset of monsoon, such ] 
States as are generally visited by floods, ! 
should clean canals, channels, sewers and i 


drains. Half-hearted measures or measures 
taken only on files, can cause immense 
damage and destruction to the people and 
places due to sudden accumulation of 
water or choking of sewerage system in 
urban areas. The countryside can avoid 
the marauding mire and misery that the 
floods bring in their trail if preventive and 
suitable steps arc taken well before the 
advent of the rainy season. 

Malnutrition among women and 
Children 

Q. The problem of malnutrition 
among women and children in India is a 
serious one. Suggest some suitable and 
practical steps to tackle the problem. 

Ans. The problem of making (both) 
ends meet and providing nutritious eat¬ 
ables to a vast majority of their people, 
the Third World countries are face to lace 
with a daunting dilemma According to 
WB definition in 1994, only countries 
above $ 675 per capita are middle income 
economies and it in the midsi of all-per¬ 
vasive clamour for liberalisation or 
globalisation, the per capita income of an 
average Indian was $ 290 in 1993 (IMF) or 
less than a dollar per day, the level of 
nutrition or malnutrition among its vast 
population can be well imagined. Accord¬ 
ing to a UNICEF report, one in three in¬ 
fants in the country is horn with low birth 
weight which is a symptom of malnutri¬ 
tion inherited from the mother who her¬ 
self is malnourished. While poverty 
accounts for about one-third of malnutri¬ 
tion especially among women and chil¬ 
dren, lack of knowledge and inappropriate 
care also plays a major role. The irony of 
situation is that despite India being self- 
sufficient in food, extensive growth fail¬ 
ure in children below six years due to 
malnutrition continues (UNICEF). 

The problem of Low Birth Weight 
(LBW) is rooted in maternal under-nutri¬ 
tion and anaemia, which contributes to 
pro-mature birth and peri-natal mortality. 
Early marriage results in early child bear¬ 
ing which in turn leads to reduced ado¬ 
lescent growth and the inter-generational 
cycle of malnutrition. The tendency among 


women in the re-productive stage, to 
forego wholsome or complete diet or 
meals, even if they can afford it, is 
fraught with many health complications 
later on. Through an extensive use of 
films, posters, pictures and other visual 
aids, women of all categories, need to 
be informed and instructed how even 
ordinary food or other eatables can pro¬ 
vide nutrition to the body, if they are 
taken in time and properly. To spare 
everything for the males and starve or 
under-feed themselves, is not the best 
service that women think they can ren¬ 
der to the family. Unless they look after 
themselves as well as their men folk and 
J children, they cannot hope to have the 
| better of the enemy—the curse of mal-' 
j nutrition. 

The issue of malnutrition among 
| school children will be taken care of to a 
; great extent if the 'Mid-day meals' scheme 
; launched by the Central government in 
j more than five lakh primary schools in 
| the country is sincerely and scrupulously 
i implemented. The State-run food process- 
| ing units can be asked to prepare such 
! food products as are rich in nutrition but 
j low in price to be made available to the 
j poorest of the poor through fair-price 
shops. The revamping of the Public Dis¬ 
tribution System should also include the 
supply of nutritious food to the most 
vulnerable sections of society both in ru¬ 
ral and urban areas. 

Experts point out that household food 
insecurity, inadequate care of women and 
children and insufficient health service 
I accompanied by an unhealthy environ- 
| ment are the underlying causes of malnu- 
i trition. In order to overcome these obvious 
| odds, PDS, employment generation and 
j poverty alleviation programmes need to 
be expanded and strengthened both in 
letter and spirit. The chronic callousness 
that 'everything works' or 'non-account¬ 
ability' in matters of programme imple¬ 
mentation has to be thrown lock, stock 
and barrel. Last but not least is the crying 
need to improve the purchasing power of 
the landless and migrant labourers, the 
rural and urban poor without much fuss 
or fanfare. 
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CAREER 

Engineering 


Careers in Engineering offer varied 
openings and opportunities. Ranging from 
traditional fields like Civil, Mechanical 
and electrical, engineering services have 
invaded new areas like electronics, aero¬ 
nautics, marine engineering, agricultural 
engineering, environmental engineering, 
telecommunications and management. In 
all the above fields, the engineers arc en¬ 
trusted with the most crucial technical 
operations. 

Booming Opportunities 

With the Indian economy opening up 
and the process of liberalisation and re¬ 
forms picking up rapidly, industrial 
growth rate has been very good during 
the previous as well as the current finan¬ 
cial year. A large number of multinational 
companies have come put up joint ven¬ 
tures. Thus has increased the demand tor 
technical manpower greatly. While the 
demand for traditional specialisations like 
civil, mechanical, electrical and electronic 
engineers still has its own place, additional 
demand in the field of telecom, power re¬ 
frigeration and environment sectors has 
jacked up the demand for engineers. 

Power sector offers job opportunities 
to civil, mechanical and electrical engi¬ 
neers, both in public and private sectors. 
Earlier, this sector was the exclusive mo¬ 
nopoly of the public sector but after the 
sector was thrown open to the private 
entrepreneurs, several big companies and 
groups are trying hard to get into power 
sector, both in the field of thermal as well 
as hydel. 

Telecommunications is another area 
which has created a huge demand for tech¬ 
nical professionals. Traditionally reserved 
for the Government Sector, opening up of 
this area for the private sector has en¬ 
hanced the opportunities manifold. Being 


entirely technical in nature, even for mar¬ 
keting and overall management, candi¬ 
dates from engineering stream are 
required. Electronics, electrical and tele¬ 
communication engineers are needed the 
most by this sector. The private parties are 
mostly multinationals with advanced 
technology in the varied fields like radio j 
j pagers, cellular phones, VSAT networks, J 
1 FAX, privatised telecommunications and j 
E. mail. In addition, business managers, i 
j information technologists, services sup- i 
port staff, designing and installation j 
• staff, and research and development are i 
some of the areas which would also need 1 
; increasing number of engineers to ef- ■ 
fectively control the growth of this im- i 
, portant sector. ! 

Another rapidly growing new field j 
of engineering is environmental engineer- i 
. ing. Being ot recent origin, it covers areas j 
i like air pollution, water pollution, nuclear j 
! pollution, noise pollution, ecological j 
| upgradation and development, wild life, j 
i soil conservation, waste land manage- | 

| ment, etc. Demand tor engineers had been : 

there from the government enforcing agen- ; 

! cies like pollution control boards. With the i 
increasing awareness about environment, , 

! .ill the State and Central level bodies are j 
j being strengthened, resulting in more va- 
, cancies being created As the enforcing j 
agencies are tightening the noose around j 
| the necks of private owners, big indus- | 
| trial unit have started recruiting the envi- j 
! ronmental professionals to look after their j 
i effluent treatment plants and solid-waste j 
j treatment plants With the Research and ! 
j Development also picking up in the field j 
I of environment engineering, the future j 
j growth of this discipline is likely to be j 
! very impressive. ! 

i For several years now, the growth of 
i export ot engineering goods has been very 
i impressive. This sector has formed major 


percentage of rapidly growing exports of 
India. This also points to the growing need 
of engineers in the industrial sector. Key 
manufacturing processes are generally 
handled by engineers, more particularly 
in manufacturing of engineering goods. 
With the ever expanding manufacturing 
base the need for engineers is going to rise 
tremendously. 

Widening Government Sector 

Almost every year, the Government 
of India carries out an Engineering Ser¬ 
vices examination to recruit engineers in 
Railways, Military Engineering Services, 
Border Roads, Ordnance Factories, Naval 
Armament Service, Central Water /Power 
Engineering services, etc. In addition, all 
branches of armed forces also need engi¬ 
neers. The demand for engineers in the 
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) is also 
on the rise. PSUs like Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission (ONGC), NTPC, NHPC, 
Rashtriya Chemical and Fertilizers Ltd 
(RCF), Air India, Indian Airlines, Neyveli 
Lignite Corporation, etc need to recruit 
engineers in large numbers every year. 

Engineers with management qualifi¬ 
cations are hot property these days. Every 
managerial job where technical input is 
also required, needs an engineer manager 
Ratio of engineers in the All India and 
Central Civil Services have also been quite 
high during the recent years. In all these 
areas, the engineering graduates do not 
carry out strictly technical jobs but are 
entrusted with administrative and mana¬ 
gerial functions which they can perform 
more effectively with their technical back¬ 
ground. 

Combined Engineering Services Ex¬ 
amination seeks to recruit engineers from 
all walks of disciplines to various depart¬ 
ments as per their requirement. Upper age 
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limit is 28 years, which is relaxable to the 
departmental candidates as well as other 
categories notified by the Government 
from time to time. The minimum qualifi¬ 
cation to take the examination, which is ' 
conducted by the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC), is a degree in Engi¬ 
neering from a recognised university or 
other educational Institutes established by 
the acts of Parliament or State Legisla¬ 
tures or institutions deemed as Univer¬ 
sities,or equivalent. The examination is 
conducted in two parts, a written ex¬ 
amination and a personality test. On the | 
basis of combined merit, the candidates j 
are selected and allocated services on j 
the basis of merit acquired and option 
exercised by them. 

Admission 

Degree in Engineering is offered by 
several universities, institutes and Re¬ 
gional Engineering Colleges (RECs). De¬ 
gree offered by the IITs (Indian Institutes 
of Technology) are treated as the most 
sought after. In addition, there are several 
RECs which cater to the regional needs of 
the students as well as trade and industry. 
Then, there are several other institutions, 
colleges and universities which offer de¬ 
grees in various disciplines of engineer- j 
mg. Some of the Institutes/Colleges are 
autonomous bodies while others are ei¬ 
ther run by the private individuals/ 
organisations or by the government. 

A combined entrance examination is 
held for selection of candidates for IITs 
every year. An advertisement to this effect 
appears in many national and regional 
newspapers, and a detailed advertisement 
also appears in the Employment News. 
The minimum qualification is that the 
candidates should have passed 10 + 2 
examination with Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics from a recognized university 
or an equivalent examination. The exami¬ 
nation takes place at several centres in the 
country and is objective type-multiple 
choice in nature. It is one of the most 
keenly competed entrance examination 
and a candidate needs thorough prepara¬ 
tions. 
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Till recently, admission to most of the 
RECs and other Engineering colleges/In- 
stitutes was based on the merit obtained 
in the 10 + 2 final examination. But due to 
varying standards of education and mark¬ 
ing in most of the Boards of Schools Edu¬ 
cation or Universities for 10 + 2 
examination, increasing number of insti¬ 
tutes, are now going in for an entrance 
examination for admission to engineering 
courses. Based on the performance of the 
candidate in the entrance examination, i 
number of vacancies in various disciplines, ! 
position acquired by a particular candi- j 
date in the merit list and the choice of ] 
candidates for the branches of engineer¬ 
ing, final selection of the engineering stu¬ 
dents is made. 

How to Prepare? 

One of the foremost thing to initiate 
the process of preprations is to prepare 
oneself mentally for the entrance exami¬ 
nation. Preparations for the objective type 
multiple choice examination are entirely 
different than that for a conventional es¬ 
say type examinations. While several 
modern syllabi are designed with a view 
to adopt the modern style of objective 
type questions and have also switched 
over to the objective type of questions 
in 10 + 2 examinations, a large number 
of Boards of School Educations run by 
the State governments still have the 
conventional style. For the candidates 
coming out of such educational institu¬ 
tions preparation is particularly impor¬ 
tant. A candidate may be well versed 
with the entire syllabus and may be 
capable of acquiring very good marks 
in a conventional objective type exami¬ 
nation, may find it difficult to solve even 
a simply designed objective type ques¬ 
tion paper. 

Hence, the very first step is to get ac¬ 
quainted with the technique to attempt 
objective type questions. For most of the 
students appearing for Engineering en¬ 
trance examination, the exposure to such 
examinations are limited and this also 
increases the need for the practice to mas¬ 
ter the required technique of doing so 


successfully. The initial thrust for prepa¬ 
ration should be two-fold—firstly to gain 
more and more knowledge about the top¬ 
ics concerned so that the candidates are 
able to reply all possible questions on such 
topics. Preparing topic-by-topic, the en¬ 
tire syllabus has to be covered. Secondly, 
more and more practice should be resorted 
to with a view to master the technique of 
achieving good results in such type of 
questions. Aim should be to acquire the 
art of quickly reading and comprehend¬ 
ing the question, scanning the choices 
rapidly and choosing the right answer 
without wasting any time. Such a prac¬ 
tice, on the one hand improves the ca¬ 
pability of the candidates to attempt 
more questions in lesser time, and on 
! the other increases the know ledge about 
j various aspects of all the topics of the 
j subject. 

The candidates should try to get hold 
j of question banks on the subjects, stan- 
| dard books covering the required topics 
i and solved question papers of previous 
i years' entrance examinations, if avail- 
! able. Coaching from a well reputed in- 
! stitution is also recommended, as such 
J institutes have huge question banks on 
i all the subjects. Good institutes also take 
j assistance of computers to store a large 
number of questions on all the subjects 
and take a print-out of the required 
question paper for practice by the can¬ 
didates. It may, however, be pertinent to 
mention that it would be wrong to pre- 
| sume that with preparation of just 2 to 
i 3 months one can easily get admitted to 
j an engineering college/institute. Most 
| of the serious candidates prepare for 
! atleast one year to get through in the 
! entrance examination. The preparations 
I should be started immediately after the 
matriculation examination. 

Regular practice, a firm determina¬ 
tion to succeed and longer preparation can 
assist the deserving and potential candi¬ 
dates to be successful at the entrance ex¬ 
amination, thereby clearing the toughest 
hurdle to a glorious career in engineering. 
A candidate who is able to get admitted 
to an engineering degree, can look forward 
to a good career. 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


* Read the following passages care¬ 
fully and answer the questions 
given below each passage. For each 
question, four choices have been 
given. Pick the most appropriate 
choice or answer. 

I 

It is clear that the government is 
trusted as a news source in every 
country. Its monopolistic news-makers 
choose their own time to give a piece of 
news. They will dress it up to their ad¬ 
vantage. That is why a critical look at 
official stories is expected of all those 
who handle them. Not only news¬ 
rooms usually cooperate; they enable 
government to suppress inconvenient 
facts and orchestrate the manufacture 
and spread of more serviceable ver¬ 
sions because of patriotism and ig¬ 
norance common to journalists. In the 
Indian mass media, for example, it is 
easier to talk repeatedly about the con¬ 
ditions of blacks in South Africa or the 
United States than to focus seaichlights 
on deprivation and victimisation of the 
poor and the outcast. 

1. How should the news-makers 
handle official stories? 

(a) critically (b) obediently 

(c) truly (d) blindly 

2. How do people react to the 
news put up by the government? 

(a) tney treat it as biased 

(b) they trust it as factual 

(c) they enjoy it as interesting 

(d) they ignore it as false 

3. What are main traits of jour¬ 
nalists? 

(a) patriotism and service 

(b) ignorance and obedience 

(c) ignorance and patriotism 

(a) patriotism and servitude 

4. Wnat is special of Indian mass 
media? 

(a) it is happy to serve the 
government of the day 

(f>) it is critical about the events 
in other countries 

(c) it is silent about victimisa¬ 
tion and poverty of the 
people 

(d) none of these 

* Choose the word or words that 
best expresses/express the meaning 
of the following: 

5. dress it up 

(a) make it fashionable 


lb) make it look better 
(c) present it as readable 
(a) turn it as timely 

6. orchestrate 

(a) carefully collect 
(ft) carefully arrange 

(c) thoughtfully publish 

(d) honestly present 

* For the following words, choose 
the meaning that is opposite to the 
meaning of the word as used in the 
paragraph: 

7. Cooperate 

(<i) distance (b) criticise 
(c) offend (d) oppose 

8 ignorance 

(<?) intellect (b) knowledge 
(c) information (d) wisdom 

II 

Unfortunately, openness and vul¬ 
nerability are anathema to some 
people. I have worked with at least two 
men who found my management style 
upsetting. Both were extremely self- 
confident, bright and articulate, the 
kind of men who take complete charge 
of situations and of other human 
beings. I'm sure it is very uncomfort¬ 
able (at the unconscious level, perhaps 
even frightening) for people-who like to 
feel they are in absolute control of their 
surroundings to see someone like me 
stand so close to what they must ex¬ 
perience as a precipice of indignity and 
lost authority. 

9. How was the management of 
the speaker found by others? 

(a) upward moving 

(b) unusual 

(c) successful 

(d) upsetting 

10. The speaker was so close to. 

(d) indignity and lost authority 

(b) exposure to danger 

(c) self-confidence and com¬ 
plete control 

(d) self assertion and mis¬ 
management 

11. What was special about two 
men? 

(o) they knew how to get-over 
indignity and lost oppor¬ 
tunity 

(b) they knew how to deal with 
situations and human 
beings 

(c) they were uncomfortable in 
the company of the speaker 

(d) they were self-centred and 


over-confident 

12. Some people like to have: 

(a) cooperation and support of 
others 

(b) exchange of views and ex¬ 
periences 

(c) secrecy and protection in 
management 

(d) None of these 

* For the following words, choose 
the alternative that best expresses 
the meaning of each word as used in 
the paragraph. 

13. anathema 

(a) offence (b) alleigy 

(c) harm (d) hatred 

14. articulate 

(a) loud (b) clear 

(c) bright (d) intelligible 

15. precipice 

(a) threat {b) danger 

(c) risk (d) fear 

* In the following sentences, there 
is an error in one part of each sen¬ 
tence. In case you do not find any 
error in the sentence, the answer is 
(5). 

16. All societies(l) the earliest 
times since(2) have had one(3) form of 
religion or another(4). No error(5). 

17. 1 was at the school(1) because a 
teacher friend asked(2) if I would 
talk(3) to her class about space(4). No 
error (5). 

18. Thefirewasdetected(l)by one 
of the(2) faculty member who(3) then 
sounded the alarm hell(4). Noerror(5). 

19. There was a time(l) when the 
University took pride{2) in the fact that 
its(3) examinations were held in 
time(4). No error(5). 

20. The committee is poised(l) to 
deliver at last long{2) its probe report 
on(3) the securities scam(4). No 
error(5). 

21. What makes matters worse(l) 
is that many a time{2) the public ad¬ 
dress system(3) is not clearly 
audible(4). Noerror(5). 

22. He wonders how close(l) to 
death he would have been(2) if he 
took(3) the first doctor’s advice as 
gospel(4). No error(5). 

23. The poor fellow(l) has no clue 
about how(2) to bringing about(3) an 
improvement in his fortune(4). No 
error(5). 

24. A several hundred volun- 
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teers(l) were detained(2) of whom 
many(3) were remanded to judicial cus¬ 
tody^). No error(5). 

25. Recently matters were made 
worse(l) when most residents 
received(2) their electricity bills just 
two days(3) before a stipulated date for 
payment(4). No error(5). 

* Read the following passage care¬ 
fully and put the most suitable word 
in the blank spaces. 

Large sections of people have come 
to 26 whether even bloody strife or 
violent revolution would not be better 
than the present 2Z state of affairs. In 
this 28, «t is good to remember the 22 
that minority rights can be 3Q only by a 
willing and enlightened majority elite; 
21 the weak, the disabled and the back¬ 
ward can come 32 only with the sup¬ 
port of their more fortunate 33; and that 
if certain rights are overstressed and 
sought to be taken too 34. the result 
may be a return to the law of the jungle, 
of the domination of the strong 35 over 
the weak. 

26. (a) doubt 
(ft) question 
(c) suspect 

27. (a) hopeless 
(ft) helpless 
(c) intolerable 

28. ft?) context 
(ft) regard 
(c) matter 

29. ft?) challenge 
(ft) warning 
(c) danger 

30. ft?) protected 
(ft) ensured 
(c) assured 

31. ft?) however 
(ft) but 

(c) that 

32. ft?) up 

( b) over 

(c) upon 

33. ft?) comrades 
(ft) brethren 
(c) friends 

34. ft?) further 
(ft) tight 
(c) far 

35. ft?) few 
(ft) many 

(cj privileged 

* In the following questions (36 to 
40) the sentences marked a, b, c and 
d are not in their natural sequence. 
Read the questions carefully and ar¬ 
range the sentences in their natural 
order. 

36. ft?) 1 laid out a rug on the bare 


mud floor 

(ft) lay down and covered 
myself 

(c) with a blanket before put¬ 
ting out the lamp 

(d) with my heart in mouth 

(A) dbca (B) dcba 

(C) cabd (D) dabc 

37. ft?) a girl runs through the city 

lanes 

(ft) shout at her for coming so 
late 

(r) in the rain without an 
umbrella 

(d) to reach home shivering, 
and her brother, father and 
mother 

(A) cabd (B) cbad 

(C) bdca (D) cadb 

38. (/?) would set everything 

right 

(ft) she had lost only a little of 
her spirit 

(c) a couple ot pots of water 

poured over head 

(d) and would go into a trance 
at times 

(A) bdca (Bj bcda 

(C) adbc (D) bdac 

39 (<?) he noticed that the people 
of the slum 

(ft) when he stepped out of the 
door 

(r) were preparing to take out a 
procession 

(d) who had already read 
about her death in the 
Tamil papeis 
(A) bcda (B) bdac 

(C) bade (D) bacd 

40. ft?) her father had become ut¬ 

terly helpless 
(ft) and clearly saw that 
ft") being a burden on her fami¬ 
ly 

(d) but she was intensely' con¬ 
scious of 

(A) dacb (B) dbac 

(C) abed (D) dcba 

* In the following sentences, put 
the most appropriate word in the 
blank space. For each blank, there 
are four choices. 

41. She already has good 

academic qualifications_her 

belt. 

(a) within (ft) near 

(c) around (d) under 

42. She walked past us with her 
_in the air. 

(n) attention (ft) forehead 

(c) face (d) nose 

43. 1 was amazed ar the_of his 

knowledge. 

ft?) depth (ft) extent 

(c) range (d) variety 


44. 1 have made a habit of_ 

lending money to strangers. 

(a) never (ft) always 

(c) seldom (d) readily 

45. Passers-by just looked_as a 

man was viciously attacked. 

ft?) away (ft) by 

(c) on (d) down 

* Choose the most suitable mean¬ 
ing for the word or phrase under¬ 
lined in each sentence given below: 

46. 1 don't think he has yet found 
his niche in life. 

ft?) partner (ft) place 

(c) status (d) occupation 

47. Your comments are rather 
remote from the subject we are discuss- 
ing. 

ft?) not connected 
(ft) not interesting 

(c) not convincing 

(d) not factual 

48. A certain amount of needle has 
crept into the game. 

ft?) competition (ft) hostility 
ft") rivalry ft/) jealousy 

49. The government is running up 
agains t considerable opposition to its 
privatisation plans. 

ft?) encounter scepticism 
(ft) face violence 

(c) meet difficulty 

(d) tolerate criticism 

50. He turned hi s back o n his 
friends when he became famous 

ft?) insulted 
(ft) foigot 
(c) helped 
ft/) avoided 


ANSWERS 

l 

(<?) 

2. (ft) 

3 

ft') 

4. 

ft) 

5. (ft) 

6 . 

(ft) 

7. 

00 

8. (ft) 

9 

ft/) 

10 

(«) 

11- (ft) 

12, 

ft') 

13 

<d) 

14. (d) 

15. 

(«) 

1(> 

(2) 

'since the earliest tunes'. 


17. (2) 'because a teacher friend had asked' 
18 (3) 'faculty members who'. 

19. (4) '.... on time'. 

20 (2) 'to deliver at long last'. 

21. (5) 'No error' 

22. (3) 'it he had taken'. 

23. (3) 'to bring about’. 

24. (l) ‘several hundred volunteers'. 

25. |!) 'before the stipulated date for 


26. (ft) 

payment'. 

27. (c) 

28. ft?) 

29. (/.) 

30 ft?) 

31. (c) 

32. (<?) 

33. (ft) 

34. (c) 

35. ft?) 

36. D 

37. D 

38. A 

39. C 

40 D 

41. ft/) 

42. (d) 

43. (ft) 

44. ft?) 

45. (c) 

46. (d) 

47. ft?) 

48. (ft) 

49. ft) 

50. ft/) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out die missing numbers: 


1. 119; 59; 29;...; 

6.5 


(a) 16 

(b) 15 

(C) 13.5 

(d) 14 

(e) None of these 


2. 21; 24; 30;...; 66 


W 42 

(b) 39 

(f) 45 

(irf) 60 

(c) None of these 


3. 1; 0; 2; 7; 3;...; 

4; 63 


(ft) 11 

(/’) 21 

(c) 26 

(d) 33 

(t*) None of these 


4. 3; 7;...; 31; 63 



(«) 16 

(b) 18 

(c) 15 

(rf) 19 

(r) None of these 


5. 4; 5; 8; 10; 12; 



(ft) 15 

(b) 14 

(c) 16 

(d) 17 

(<■) None of these 


6. 6; 42; 7; 21; 3; 

...; 5 


(«) 8 

(b) 10 

(c) 30 

id) 15 

(<.’) None of these 1 


7. M; 8; 21; ...; 28; 24 


(«) 24 

(b) J6 

(c) 15 

(d) 17 

(c) None of these 


8. 101; 100; 96;.. 

•;7l 


((?) 90 

(b) 87 

(c) 89 

(d) 85 

(c) None of these 



In questions 9 to 12, four numbers are similar in a 
way while one is different. Your task is to find this 
odd-man out: 


9. (a) 15 

(b) 30 

(c) 40 

U >) 45 

(f) 60 


10. (a) 81 

(b) 49 

(0 1 

(d) 9 

(c) 24 


11. (a) 125 

</j) 216 

(0 27 

(d) 121 

(e) 1 


12. (a) 63 

(b) 53 

(c) 83 

(d) 23 

(0 43 


13. How many prime numbers 
100? 

are there from 

(a) 28 

(b) 26 (c) 31 

(d) 23 


(e) None of these 

Qs. 14 and 15. Find out the missing numbers: 



(«) 7 (b) 8 (c) 3 

(d) 6 (e) None of these 



(a) 16 (b) 19 (c) 12 ' 

(i/) 5 (c) None of these 

16. Cmint the number of triangles in the figure given 1 
below: 



W) 17 

(b) 13 

(c) 14 

(d) 15 

(f) None of these 


Find the odd-man out: 


17. (a) DBF 

(b) HFK 

(c) NLP 

([() xvz 

te) USW 

18. (a) YXVS 

(b) QPNK 

(c) HGEB 

I (d) RQNK 

(<■) MLJG 


! 19. (a) KHJG 

(b) PMOL 

(c) SPRN 

i (J) QNPM 

(r) BYAX 

20. (a) GT 

(/?) AZ 

(c) JP 

(rf) L,G 

(c) EV 


21. (a) ZYAB 

(b) TSGH 

(c) ONLM 

(d) UTPG 

(e) QPKL 


22. in the alphabetical order (A to Z), which letter is 
exactly in the middle of seventh letter to die right of 14th 
letter from the left and 12th letter from the right? 

(*> R <b) Q (c) 1 

(d) P (r) None of these 

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the letters in the 
word 'IMAGINATION'. 

23. Which popular word can be formed with 2nd, 
3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 11th letters of the word? 

24. How many vowels and consonants occur in the 
word? 

(a) 2 vowels, 3 consonants (b) 2 vowels, 4 consonants 
(c) 3 vowels, 3 consonants (tf) 3 vowels, 4 consonants 
(c) None of these 

25. If the order of the letters in the word was 
reversed, which letter would be to the right of seventh 
letter from the right? 

(n) G (b) 1 (c) N (d) A (<■) T 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. Your 
task is to find out which figure from the Answer Figures should be the next one in die series of the Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


WSWKR FIGURES 


+ HO O 

X S 0 
O 4- 


w A 

=F o -H- =F 
A Vo 


0 H + 

O O 


* W 4f 
V V 



+ 1 

+ 

s 

0O 

o 


O 4f fc» 


K K 

C H 5 ■)£ I C C J I £ 2 L 

X0 X0 

□ o 

O □ IX0OID0O 


©VIA © A 

® 0 CD 


CD /k I £ vb CD <4> ^4/ 

A vb viz A \j A n 

A viz A u/ 


□ + 4-V OV : 

0 O + j + 

d v o a □ o i □ o 



□ 

A 

D 

□ 

L 

V 

V 

V 

A 

V 

V 

O 


O 

O 
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In each of the following questions, the first two figures have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out the 
figure from A, 6, C, D and E to complete the identical relationship for the second set. 
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_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. ( d ) Go on deducting 60,30,15,7.5 ... from numbers. 

2. (a) Go on adding 3,6,12,24... to numbers. 

3. (c) Make sets of two; the series is 1; 1 3 - 1; 2; 2 3 -1; 3; 

3 3 -l ... 

4. (c) Each number is double plus one of the preceding 

number. 

5. (a) There are two series, 4,8,12... and 5,10,15... 

6. (d) Each alternate number is the product of numbers on 

its right and left. 

7. (b) There are two series, 14,21,28... and 8,16,24 ... 

8. (b) Go on deducting l 2 ; 2 2 ; 3 2 ... from numbers by turns. 


9. (c) All the others are divisible by 3. 

10. (r) All the others are squares of certain numbers. 

11. (d) All the others are cubes of certain numbers. 

12. (a) All the others are prime numbers, this one is divisible 

by 3,7,9 and 21. 

13. (b) 

14. (b) (1x8) -9 = -1; (4x6) -3 = 21; (2x6) -7 = 5. 

15. (c) 3 2 + 2 2 -l 2 = 12; 3 2 + 4 2 - 5 2 = 0; 5 2 + 6 2 -7 2 -12 

16. UD 17. (f») 18. (d) 19. (c) 20. (c) 

21. (e) 22. (fl) 

23. MAINTAIN 24. (d) AlO; MGNT 

25. (r) 

For answering questions 26 to 55, keep the following points in 
view: 

(i) Each figure of the question ought to be studied in¬ 
dividually as well as in relationship with other figures. 

(//) If the figure has a movement, study the movement very 
carefully. The figure may rotate, topple, bend or turn 
upside down during the movement. It may change its 
size also. 

I (hi) The pace at which a figure moves is very important. The 
figure may proceed clockwise, anti-clockwise, 
right/left, up/down, from one comer to the other along 
diagonal or along certain points. Some times small 
figures go round the central figure. 

(iv ) Figures often interchange places. One set may inter¬ 
change places in a different direction, 

(c) Some figures may disappear during the movement, may 
reappear after a gap or may be replaced by new figures. 


26. 

C 

27. 

E 

28. 

E 

29. A 

30. 

B 

31. 

A 

32. 

D 

33. 

D 

34. B 

35. 

A 

3b. 

C 

37. 

C 

38. 

B 

39. D 

40. 

A 

41, 

E 

42. 

E 

43. 

A 

44. C 

45. 

B 

46 

B 

47. 

D 

48. 

C 

44. A 

50. 

E 

51. 

15 

52. 

D 

53. 

B 

54. E 

55. 

A 

56. 

A 

57. 

C 

58. 

C 

59. D 

60. 

E 

61. 

B 

62. 

D 

63. 

A 

64. C 

65. 

E 


66. D. All the other figires have four lines only. 

67. E. In all the others, one arrow' is more than knobs. 

68. LI. The direction of the figure is wrong. 

69. D. The lines in the pattern are in wrong direction. 

70. A. The number of arrows pointing towards centre ought 

to be one more than the other ones. 

71. B. All the other figures have at least one circular shape. 

72. C. The pattern in the middle is wrong. 

73. B. The handle of the cup is in the opposite direction. 

74. C. Left arm and right leg ought to have alike position. 

75. E. In all the others, the inner figure has one line less. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 

Find die odd-man out: I (d) city: Taj Mahal: Agra 


1.. (a) bang 

(b) hiss 

(c) whistle 

id) wink 

W jingle 


2. (a) Churchill 

(b) John Kennedy 

(c) MorarjiDesai 


(d) John Major 

(c) Lai Bahadur Shastri 

3., (a) sparrow 

(l>) parrot 

(c) cuckoo 

(d) crow 

(?) duck 


4. (a) tabla 

(b) sarangi 

(c) mridanga 

(d) drum 

(e) dholak 


5. (a) gold 

(b) silver 

(c) bronze 

id) iron 

(e) zinc 


6. (a) sympathy 

(b) hatred 

(e) help 

(d) adoration 

(e) allergy 


7. (a) crab 

(b) scorpion 

(r) twins 

(d) crocodile 

(c) python 


8. («) unicorn 

ib) rhino 

(r) fox 

(d) antelope 

(?) jackal 



Items in questions 9 to 16 have a definite relationship. 
Your task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of 
items with identical relationship. 

9. missile: Prithvi. 

(o) Trishna : rocket (b) dam: Rana Pratap Sagar 
(c) malaria : mosquito (rf) ornament: diamond 

10. hockey: foot-ball. 

(a) chemistry: physics (b) bud : flower 
(c) art: drawing (d) chess: bishop 

11. trunk: tree. 

(a) purse: money (b) pocket-.shirt 
(c) leaves: flower (d) patriotism : country 

12. resentment: liking. 

(a) comfort: relaxation (b) strike: hit 
(c) roast: fry (d) sooth : torment 

13. war:quarrel. 

(<?) rupee: paisa (b) debt: borrow 

(c) local: national (d) dark: blurred 

14. failure: disappointment. 

(a) pain : agony (b) anger: destruction 

(c) eclipse: shadow (d) treachery : punishment 

15. trees: environment. 

(a) reasoning : mind (b) money : purchase 

(c) trains: travelling (d) music: ear 

16. spade:dig. 

(a) shoe:fcx>t ( b) balloon:air 

(r) home: live in (d) cream : face 

Match questions 17 to 22 with ( a ), (b), (c), (d), (e) and If) on 
the basis of identical relationship among the three items 
given. 

17. Kohintxv : stone: diamond. 

(a) sword : gun: defence 

18. injection : syrup : ailment. 

(b) cotton: silk; nylon 

19. coat: muffler: sweater. 

(r) garden: park: flowers 

20. treatment: specialist: quack 


21. palace: hut: people. 

{(’) authentic : fake: reports 

22. apple: orange: mango. 

(f) umbrella: rain-coat: hat 

Words in questions 23 to 27 follow a common code; each 
small letter represents one capital letter from the word. Your 
bisk is to find out the right code for letters enclosed in box. 


23. P A 

Y M 

i: N 

[Tj 


(0 c 

(w) u 

(») 1 
(mi) x 

Oh) z 

(iv) V 

(t>) b 

24. 1 N 

(11 T 

E A 

D 


(0 v 

Ivi) X 

(II) w 
(ini) b 

(m) k 

(ip) j 

(v) c 

25. P R 

i in! 

i i-: 

D 


(!) k 
(n) v 

b0 y 

x 

(III) U 

(«*) b 

(V) j 

26. N A 

Lvl c. 

H T 

Y 


10 1 
(T'O f 

(/») b 
(mi) c 

(in) v 

(iv) o 

(v) q 

27. H 1 

ren h 

i: s 

T 


(0 f 

(in) k 

HO q 

Uni) q 

(HI) X 

(iv) b 

(P) w 


28. If PUNISI1 Ml-N'T is coded as QTOHTGNDOS, the 
word REWARD would be coded as: 

(a) SDVZSC (b) SDXVSC (c) SDXZSE 

(d) SDXZSC («*) SDXZQC 

29. If 'big clearance sale' is pid mid nid', 

'clearance of stock' is 'nid gid sid', 

'sale is banned' is 'vvid tid mid' 
and 'stock is finished' is 'tid fid gid' 
then the axle for 'big stock' would be: 

(a) gid pid (b) fid mid (c) nid sid 

(d) pid tid (c) None of these 

Forty pieces of fruits including mangoes, oranges and 
guavas are picked up by Manju and Neetu as follows: 
Manju has three mangoes less than Neetu. 

Neetu has five oranges less than Manju. 

Manju has six guavas more than Neetu. 

The number of oranges and mangoes is the same while 
the guavas are one third of the total number of mangoes and 
oranges. 

30. How many mangoes does Neetu have? 

In) 6 (I>) 8 (c) 9 

(d) 10 (<’) None of these 

31. How many guavas dtx*s Manju have? 

In) 4 (b) 5 (c) 7 

(d) 9 (c) None of these 

32. What is the total number of oranges and guavas pick¬ 
ed up by Manju? 

(<?) 23 (b) 18 (c) 19 

(d) 21 (e) None of these 

Saurabh's birthday falls on 22nd January and his sister 
Surabhi's on 10th June. 

33. If in the year 1994, Saurabh's birthday was on Satur¬ 
day, on which day did Surabhi celebrate her birthday? 
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(a) Sunday (b) Monday (c) Friday 

(d) Saturday (e) Tuesday 

34 Will Saurabh's and Surabhi's birthday ever foil on the 
same day?. 

{a) yes, every year 

(b) only at the turn of l!u* century 

(c) only during leap years 

id) never (<■) None of these 

Five friends, Kailash, Ratan, Laxman, Mukesh and 
Keshav were selected foi different services and are posted at 
Delhi, Calcutta, Hyderabad, Gwalior and Bombay. On the 
basis of the information provided below, match the persons 
with the places they live in. 

Ratan is not in Hyderabad. 

Kailash and Keshav are not in Delhi or Bombay. 

Mukesh and Kailash are not posted in Calcutta. 

Keshav has nothing to do with Hyderabad or Gwalior. 
Ratan and Mukesh stay neither in Bombay nor Gwalior. 

35. Kailash (a) Delhi 

36. Ratan (/>) Calcutta 

37. Laxman (c) Hyderabad 

38. Mukesh (d) Gwalior 

39. Keshav (c) Delhi 

40. If B is taller than D but shorter than C and E is taller 
than C but shorter than A then who would be exactly in the 
middle if they stood in a line according to their heights? 

(a) A' (b) B (r) C hi) D (r) E 
In each question below are given lav statements followed by 
pur conclusions numbered I, II. Ill and IV You haiv to take the two 
guvn statements to be true even if tiny seem to Iv at variance from 
commonly known fact,. Read all lue lOiiilnsions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements disregarding commonly known facts 
Statements: 

41. 1. AH son ps a re oi Is. 

2. All oils are bottles. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some bottles are soaps. 

II. All oils are soaps. 

III. All soaps are bottles. 

IV. All bottles are oils. 

(a) Only I follows. lb) Only II and III follow, 

(r) Only 1 and III follow. (d) Either 111 or IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some glasses are kettles. 

2. All kettles are jugs. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some jugs are glasses. 

If. All jugs are kettles. 

111. No jug is a glass. 

TV. Some kettles are not glasses. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(f>) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. 
id) Either II or IV follows. 

(r) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some dogs are cats. 

2. Some tigers are cats. 

Conclusions: 

I. Every ot is either a dog or a tiger. 


II. Some dogs are tigers, 
m. No tiger is a dog. 

IV. Some cats are dogs as well as tigers. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only I and 111 follow. 
id) Only IV follows. 

(e) Either II or III follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some patients are doctors. 

2. Some doctors are hakims. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some hakims are patients. 

II. Some doctors are not patients. 

III. Some hakims are not doctors. 

IV. All patients are hakims. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows. 

Id) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All teachers are lawyers. 

2. Some lawyers are judges. 

Conclusions: 

I. All teachers are judges. 

II. Some judges are teachers. 

HI. All judges are not teachers. 

IV. No teacher is a judge. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 
lb) Only 111 and IV follow. 

(r) Either 11 or IV follows. 

\d) Either 1 or 111 follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All books are magazines. 

- 2. All newspapers are magazines. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some magazines are books. 

II. Some magazines are newspapers. 

HI. Every magazine is either txxik or newspaper. 

IV. All magazines are b<x>ks as well as newspapers, 
(n) Only I follows. 

(h) Only l and II follow. 

(c) Only HI follows. 

{d) Only IV follows. 

(e) All the conclusions follow. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some pistols are guns. 

2. Some pistols are swords. 

Conclusions: 

l. Some guns are swords. 

H. No sword is a gun. 

III. Every pistol is either gun or sword. 

IV. Some pistols are neither gun nor sword. 

(a) Only I follows. 

{b) Only HI and IV follow. 

(c) Either II or HI follows. 
id) Either I or II foltows. 

(c) AH the conclusions foUow. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Only those engineers are contractors who are 

neither businessmen nor professors. 

2. AH the contractors are farmers. 
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Conclusions: 

' I. Some farmers are engineers. 

II. Some farmers are contractors. 

III. Some engineers are businessmen. 

TV. All the engineers are not professors. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(<?) All the conclusions follow. 

lit melt question given below is a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered 1,11 and III. An assumption i» something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of thcansuvrs is conccl. 
Statement: 

49. When all the other modes of protest tail to attract the 
attention of the authorities to their demands, the employees 
threaten to go on hunger strike. 

Assumptions: 

I. The demands ot the employees are reasonable. 

II. No hunger strike has ever failed. 

111. On human grounds, nothing attracts more sym¬ 
pathy and immediate action than a hunger 
strike. 

(ff) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement. 

50. Although the policemen risk their lives in getting 
some of the hard-core criminals behind bars, the court allows 
them to go scot-free d ue to lack of ev idence or some other lega I 
twists. 

Assumptions: 

I. These criminals laugh up their sleeves at the 
efforts of the policemen. 

II. People don't give evidence against hard-core 
criminals easily. 

III. The action of law is always a disappointment 
and means of frustration for the police depart¬ 
ment. 

(a) Only III is implicit. 

(b) Only I and 11 are implicit. 

(c) Only II and 111 are implicit. 

(d) Only l and 111 are implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement' 

51. The circus world is finding itdifficult to make the two 
ends meet. 

Assumptions: 

I. Running a circus is an extremely expensive af¬ 
fair. 

II. With so many other means of entertainment, spe¬ 
cially the T.V. multichannel system, people are not 
as eager to go to a circus as they used to be. 

III. Tlu> prices are rising very high. 

(/?) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only 111 is implicit. 

(c) Only 11 is implicit. 

(d) Only II and 111 are implicit. 

(e) Only 1 and 111 are implicit. 

Statement: 

52. According.to the studies made by a team of doctors, 


the amount of pollution inhaled by city dwellers is like smok¬ 
ing 20 cigarettes a day. 

Assumptions: 

I. Urban population is more vulnerable to diseases 
caused Dy pollution than the rural dwellers. 

If. In cities there is no need to smoke cigarettes. 

111. The smoke emitted by factories or traffic and the 
cigarettes has almost the same contents. 

(a) Only 1 and Ill is implicit. 

( b ) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(<•) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

. 53. One of the institutions in the country teaches men and 
women, the art of personality development. 

I. Personality is a God-given thing and cannot be 
altered hence the institution is good for nothing. 

II. With proper guidelines, a person can develop 
more confidence and learn tne right way to carry 
himself. 

III. One cannot develop one's personality by self¬ 
efforts. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

id) Only I and II are implicit. 

'r) Only II and III are implicit. 

Statement: 

54. It is not considered decent to overstay as a guest in a 
house and go on enjoying the hospitality of hosts for too long 
a period. 

Assumptions: 

l. Guests who overstay are always looked upon as 
tiresome. 

II. Everyone welcomes a guest. 

III. Guestsdonotgiveanythingin return to the host. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

55. Passers-by usually avoid helping an accident victim 
on road. 

Assumptions: 

I. People in general lack humanity and sympathy. 

II. Passers-by have no time to spare as all of them 
are going somewhere or the other. 

III. Passers-by are poor people who cannot afford 
money in taking the accident victim to hospital. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 is implicit. 

(d) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

56. An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 

Assumptions: 

1. One apple per day helps in keeping a person fit 
and healthy. 

II. Those who don't take apples are always unheal¬ 
thy. 

HI. One should not take more than one apple per 
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day otherwise it may do more harm than good. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

id) Either 1 or HI is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

In each question below is given a statement fallowed by three 
courses of actions numbered l, II and III. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for inqnvvement, follow-up or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three s uggeslcd 
courses of action logically fblloxv for pursuing. 

Statement: 

57. In a certain private school, the class-rixims are so 
over-crowded with students that the students at the back 
hardly grasp what the teacher is saying. 

Courses of action: 

I. Number of sections should be increased. 

II. If the number of rixims is limited, the school 
should be run in two shifts. 

III. So many students should not be admitted in 
school. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only 1 and 11 follow. 

(c) All are right. 

{d) Only 111 follows. 

(e) Only II and 111 follow. 

Statement. 

58. Fluctuations in the international currency rates often 
cause economic disturbance for developing countries. 

Courses of action: 

I. The World Trade Organisation should be asked 
to ensure reasonable stability to exchange and 
rates of interest. 

II. Developing nations should become self-suffi¬ 
cient. 

III. The Finance Minister should frame such a trade 
policy that the country may not be affected by 
international fluctuations in currency. 

(<?) Only 1 and II follow. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(r) Only 1 follows. 

(d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

59. One of the films is not doing well at the box-office. 
Courses of action: 

I. A publicity campaign should be launched 
through all the medias. 

II. Good points of the film should be high-lighted. 

III. The rates of tickets should be lowered. 

(n) Only I is followed. 

(b) Only II is followed. 


(c) Only 111 followed. 
(a) Onlv 1 and 11 follo\ 


(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(e) Only I and HI follow. 

Statement: 

60. Most of the pavements are crowded with display of 
various articles by hawkers selling 'seconds' on cheap rates 
and thus blocking traffic. 

Courses of action: 

1. People who offer to buy such articles shou Id be 
prosecuted. 

, 11. The local authorities should try to provide a 


market for these hawkers so that they too can 
earn their bread without interfering with local 
rules. 

Ill. These hawkers should be heavily penalized and 
their articles should be seized. 

(a) Only 1 is right. 

(b) Only II is right. 

(c) Only II and 111 are right. 

(d) None is right. 

(e) All are right. 

Statement: 

61. A cyclone is expected to hit a particular spot on the 
western coast. 

Courses of action: 

I. All the fishermen along that area of the coast 
should be warned ancl not allowed to go for 
fishing. 

II. A team of doctors should be kept ready for help 
in case there are any victims. 

III. The villages that are too near the sea should be 
evacuated. 

{a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. 

(d) Only 1 and 11 follow’. 

(r) All are right. 

Statement: 

62. The government w'ants an exploration of folk art and 
craft. 

Courses of action: 

I. The government should provide facilities to 
lovers of art who are prepared to explore the old 
forgotten folk art. 

II. An exhibition of folk art and crafts should be 
arranged where the folk artists can display their 
work., 

III. Financial support should be given to these ar¬ 
tists and craftsmen. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows. 

(if) All are right. 

(e) None is right 
Statement: 

63. The slaughter of tigers for their beautiful skin and 
using each part of their body for .some oriental Chinese 
medicine or the other is a source of worry to the WWF people. 
Courses of action: 

I. Wildlife departments should be provided with 
more armed staff to protect the reserved areas. 

II. Poachers should be heavily punished. 

III. All tigers should be kept in cages. 

(n) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Either 11 or 111 follows. 

(c) Only II follows. 

(d) None follows. 

(r) Only I and 11 follow'. 

Statement: 

64. Teen-agers are getting involved in all sorts of crimes, 
t oitrses of action: 

I. Parents should be asked to keep a close watch 
over their teen-age children. 

II. School and college authorities should take these 
young persons in confidence and guide them 
properly. 
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\ III. Juvenile homes should tiy to reform those who 
are indulged in crime, 
to) Only 1 follows. 

(ft) Only II follows. 

(c) All the three follow. 

(a) None follows. 

(e) Either 11 or III follows. 

Below is given a passage followed by several possible inferences 
which can be drawn from thefacts staled in the passage. You lave to 
examine each inference separately in the context of the passage and 
decide upon the degree of truth or falsity in it. Mart your answers: 
(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(fa) if the inference is porobably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

India has taken a conscious decision to get more deeply 
involved in the economic, agricultural and technological 
development of Africa. Our liberalised economic policy-has 
opened rich potentials in this regard. It is significant that 
African countries, which had been trying to follow the western 
model so far without much success are now looking towards 
India to get appropriate technologies for their developmental 
schemes, as these technologies are much more relevent to 
them than what they are getting from the western countries. 
The government has urged the Indian private sector to make 
its presence felt in Africa in a big way and go beyond the stage 
of supplying buses and agricultural implements only. 

65. The western technology is much inferior to the Indian 
technology. 

<«) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

66. India has taken this decision without weighing its 
pros and cons. 

to) □ (b) □ (c) □ to) □ to) □ 

67. African countries are in need of help for their tech¬ 
nological development. 

to) □ to) □ to) □ (d) □ to) □ 

68. No country other than the African countries is seek¬ 
ing India's help in the field of technology. 

to) □ to) u to) □ to) □ to) □ 

69. The western technology has not proved upto the ex¬ 
pectation of African nations. 

to) u to) □ to) □ ( d) □ to) □ 

70. Agricultural implements and buses have been our 
major export to the African countries. 

to) □ to) □ to) □ ( d ) u to) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. to) All the others are associated with sound while this one is a 

silent action. 

2. (li) He is the only President among Prime Ministers. 

3. (p) This is the only water-bird in the group. 

4. to) This is the only string instrument in tne group of percussion 

instruments. 

5. (c) All the others are original minerals. 

6. (c) All the others are natural reactions. 

7. to) All the others are associated with signs of Zodiac. 

». to) All the others arc real animals while this one is legendary. 

9. (fa) The relationship is that of general category and a specific item 
belonging to this group. 

10. (») Both belong to the same general group. 

11. to) One of the items is a part of the other. 

12. (<f) The words have opposite meanings. 

13. to) There is a difference of degrees between the items. 


14. (c) They have the cause and effect relationship. 

15. (a) One maintains toe balance of the other. 

16. (c) The relationship is that of the object and its use. 

17. (if) 18. (fl) 19. if) 20. (c) 21. (c) 

22. (e) 

23 to 27. Sort out common letters from the words and match them with 
common codes, e.g. T occurs in all the words so does the code 'ft', 
hence 'ft' is the code for T. 

23. (v) 24. (ii) 25. (to) 26. (iv) 27. fil 

28. (d) Letters 1, 3, 5, 7 ... are coded by the preceding letters in 

alphabets and the remaining codes are the next letter in the 
alphabetical order. 

29. (o) 30. (c) 31. (r) 32. (6) 33. ( c) 

34. (c) 35. (d) 36. (fl) 37. (c) 38. (c) 

39. (ft) 40. (c) 

The next type of questions are best solved by drawing diagrams of 
all the probable situations and then rmdiing afoot-proof conclusion. 
Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its size. Here 
an'some examples. 




44. (c) 



45. (r) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the Staff Selection 
lammissian Upper Division Clerks'examination held recently. 

We are grateful to Mr Pankaj Kumar of Ekamagar Sarai, 
listrict Nalanda (Bihar) for sending these questions to us. 

1. A shopkeeper wants to make a profit of 10% after 
jiving a discount of 5% on the M.P. of art article. If the cost 
>rice be Rs 95, the marked price is: 

(a) Rs 100 (b) Rs 105 (c) RsllO (d) Rs 115 

„ T , x a c 2 .l , r 2x + 3a + 5c. 

2. If- = 7 = 3 = 3 then the value of x - Z TTZi is: 

y b d 3 2y + 3b + 5d 

(«) l (b) \ (c) | (d) | 

3. A sum is to be distributed among A, B, C in the 
atio 2:3:4.1 f C gives Rs 20 to B and B gives half of money, 
le has now, to A, then A and C will have the same amount, 
nnd the total sum. 

(a) Rs 540 (b) Rs 480 (c) Rs450 (d) Rs400 

4. If 3 men or 4 women or 6 children can do a piece 

>f work in 135 days working 8 hours a day, in how many 
lays, working 12 hours a day, can 12 men, 8 women and 
18 children together can do the same job? 

(a) 13.5 days (b) 12 days (c) 10 days 

(d) 8 days 

5. Last year the ratio of A and B's income was 3 : 4. 
iut the ratio of their own incomes of last year and this is 
l: 5 and 2 :3 respectively. If the total sum of their present 
ncomes is Rs 4160, then A's present income is: 

(a) Rs 1040 ( b ) Rsl6Q0 (c) Rs2560 

(d) Rs 3120 

6 . There are 50 machines in a factory. The average of 
outting socks of a machine is 500. As 10 machines were 
went for repairs, the average was reduced by 50. Find the 
iverage knitting of socks of defected machines. 

(a) 430 (b) 500 (c) 700 (d) 730 

7. The average age of 26 students of a class is 14 
,rears. On the arrival of a new student, the average was 
ncreased by 4 months. Find the age of a new student. 

(«) 23 years (b) 21 years (c) 19 years 

(d) 18 years 

8 . Two motorists, 100 km apart, and starting at the 
same time, would be together in 2 hours if they travelled 
m the same direction; but would pass each other in 1 hour 
if they travelled in opposite direction towards each other. 
The ratio of the speed of the faster mbtorist to that of the 
slower is: 

(a) 2:1 (b) 3:1 (c)3:2 (d) 4 : 3 

9. A train covers a distance between stations A and 


B in 45 minutes. If the speed is reduced by 5 km/hour, it 
will cover the same distance in 48 minutes. What is the 
distance between stations A and B in km? 

(a) 60 (b) 64 (c) 80' (d) 55 

10. A cyclist travelled every hour one km more than 

1 

he had intended to travel in 1 7 hr. As a result he covered 

4 

a distance of 96 km two hours sooner than he thought. His 
original speed (in km/hour) was: 

(a) 12 (b) 14 (c) 16 (d) 18 

11. Arvind starts at 2 p.m. and walks from P to Q at 
the rate of 5 km/hour. Gopal starts from P towards Q at 3 
p.m. and cycles at the rate of 10 km/hour. When will 
Gopal overtake Arvind? 

(a) 3.15 p.m. (b) 3.20 p.m. (c) 3.30 p.m. 
(d) 4.00 p.m. 

12. A work can be done in 4 days by a certain number 
of machines. However, with 4 more of these machines, the 
work could be done in 2 days. If the machines all work at 
the same rate, how many days would it take to do the job 
with 2 machines? 

(a) 6 days ( b) 8 days (c) 10 days 
(d) 12 days • 

13. Three persons A, B and C finished a piece of work. 
A worked at it for 5 days, B for 7 days and C for 9 days. 
Their daily wages were in the ratio 4:3:2 and total 
earnings amounted to Rs 1,180. The amount of daily 
wages of B and C together was: 

(a) Rs 100 (b) Rs 120 (c) Rs 140 (d) Rs 150 

14. If I had been twice as good a workman as 1 am, I 
would have taken 12 days to finish a work. If my capacity 

of working becomes ^ of what it is now, the number of 

days taken by me to finish the piece of work will be: 

(a) 8 days ( b ) 18 days (c) 52 days 

(d) 72 days 

15. There are two taps A and B in tank. If both the taps 
are opened, the tank is emptied in 20 minutes. If the tap A 
is closed and tap B is opened, the tank is emptied in 30 
minutes. If the tap B is closed and tap A is opened, the tank 
will be emptied in: 

(a) 30 minutes ( b) 40 minutes 

(c) 50 minutes (d) 60 minutes 

16. The ratio of the area of a square of side a and 
equilateral triangle of also side a is: 

(a) 4:y/3 (b) 2 :^3 (c) 3 :V3 (d) 1:V3 

17. A rectangle is 15 cm long and has an area of 150 
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3 rr; IlB area is increased to 1 - times the original area by 

increasing only its length. What is the new perimeter of 
the rectangle? 

(a) 50 cm (b) 60 cm (c) 70 cm (d) 80 cm 

18. A wire in the form of a circle of radius 84 cm is cut 

22 

and bent in the form of a square. If n is taken as —, the side 
of the square (in cm) is: 

(a) 44 (b) 88 (c) 132 (d) 136 

19. If a right circular cylinder just encloses a sphere, 
then the ratio of their surface areas is: 

(a) 1: 4 (b) 1:1 (c) 3 : 4 (d) 4 :3 

20. Two cubes have volumes in the ratio 1 : 27. The 
ratio of their surface areas is: 

(a) 1 : 7 (b) 1 :3 (c) 1 : 9 (d) 2:9 - 

21 . If a conical cavity of same height and same base 
be carved out of a cylindrical wooden block of height 12 
cm and radius of base 5 cm, then the volume of the 
remaining wood in c.c. is: 

(a) 100 n (b) 200 n (c) 300 n (d) 400n 
For Questions 22 to 26. 

The total population of a city fs 5000. The various 
sections are indicated below in the circle diagram. 


(a) 5^% 


(b) 15||% (c) 3lj|% 


(d) 52 



(i) : Employees of the Public Sector 

(ii) : Employees of the Private Sector 

(iii) : Employees of the Corporate Sector 

(iv) : Self Employed 

(v) : Unemployed 

22. What percentage of the employed persons is self 
employed? 


(a) 5% 


(b) 5—j% (c) 19% 


(d) 20% 


For questions 27 to 31 

The following table represents the export of wheat 
and import of sugar in various years. Read the table and 
answer the questions given below: 

Year Export of wheat Import of sugar 

(in crores of Rs) (in crores of Rs) 

1979-80 44 58 

1981-82 45 50 

1983-84 60 54 

1985-86 56 60 

1987-88 92 68 

1989-90 100 78 

1991-92 68 60 

27. During which period was there maximum fall in 
export? 

(a) 1985-86 (b) 1987-88 (e) 1989-90 (d) 1991-92 

28. The percentage of increase of imports in 1989-90 
over 1987-88 is: 

(a) 1.47% (b) 14.7% (c) 17.4% (d) 20.0% 

29. In 1981-82, the ratio of export to the import is: 

(a) 9 : 10 (b) 10 :9 (c) 14 :15 (d) 15 :14 

30. During which period was there maximum in¬ 
crease in import over its preceding year? 

(a) 1983-84 (b) 1985-86 (c) 1987-88 (d) 1989-9C 

31. During which period was there minimum in¬ 
crease in import over its preceding year? 

(a) 1985-86 (b) 1987-88 

(c) 1989-90 (d) None of these 

32. Area of a plot was surveyed as 3.64 acres. A sur¬ 
veyor notes it down in hectares taking 1 acre = 0.4 hectare. 
If the better value of the acre is 0.40467 hectare, estimate 
the error (in hectares): 

(a) 0.012 (b) 0.017 (c) 0.15 (d) 0.17 

33. Which of the following fractions is the smallest? 

- 3 11 4 7 8 


4' 15' 5' 9' 11 

in\2 t /yiqq\2 


/ x H 
(c > 15 

is equal to: 
(c) .0444 


23. Number of persons employed in the Corporate 
Sector is: 

(a) 250 (b) 500 (c) 750 (d) 1500 

24. The number of Unemployed persons is: 

(a) 250 (b) 150 (c) 100 (d) 50 

25. The number of persons employed in both the 
Public Sector and Corporate Sector is: 

(a) 3750 (b) 3000 (c) 2500 (d) 2200 

26. What percentage of the employed persons is 
employed in Private Sector? 


.0399 c H ua * iu. 

(a) .0798 (b) .0222 ( c) .0444 

35. On simplification: 

gives the result: 

(a) ^ (b) (c) 3 

36. The simplified value of: 

[nrN^TT] 4 


(d) .0888 


0 d) 17 
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(a) 5 2 (b) 5 4 (c) 5® (d) 5 16 

37. The greatest and the smallest numbers formed by 
digits, 0,1,2,3 using all the digits once, differ by: 

(a) 1287 (b) 1827 (c) 2187 (d) 2817 

38. Take any number and subtract from it the sum of 
its digits. The number so obtained will always be divisible 
by: 

(a) 5 (I b ) 7 (c) 9 (d) 11 

39. The smallest natural number, which when added 
to the difference of the squares of 17 and 13 gives a perfect 
square, is: 

(a) 1 (b) 5 (c) 11 (d) 24 

40. If the numerator of a fraction is multiplied by 3 
and the denominator is decreased by 3, then the fraction 

18 

is —. But if 8 is added to numerator, and denominator is 
2 

made twice, then it is -x. Then the fraction is: 

. . 12 ... 12 , . 13 ... 13 

(«) S W 25 W 23 <d) 25 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) Let M.P. = Rs 100 Discount = 5% 

/. SP = 100 - 5 = Rs 95 

95 x 100 9500 


P = 10% 
TfC.P.isRs 


C.P. = 
9500 


110 ' 


100+10 110 
then M.P. = Rs 100 
110 


2 . (a) 


If C.P. is Rs 95, M.P. = 100 x ■— x 95 = Rs 110 
x a c 2 2 2b 2, 

rrr 3-'- x= 3 y ' a= p c= 3 d 

2x + 3a + 5c _ 2 ( 3 y) + 3( T ) + 5( 3 d) 2 

2y + 36 + 5d 2y + 3fc + 5d 3 
3. (a) Ratio between shares of A, B and C = 2:3:4 
Let A's share = Rs 2x, B's share = 3x and 
C's share = 4x 


A.T.S. 2x + | (3x f 20) = 4x - 20 


.-. x = 60 


Total mcmey = 2x + 3x + 4x = 9x = 9 x 60 = 540 
4. (c) 3 men's work® 4 women's work = 6 children's 
work 

12 men's work = 24 children's work 
8 women's work = 12 children's work 
(12 men + 8 women + 18 children)^ work 

= 24 + 12 + 18 = 54 children's 


Children 

Hrs. 

Days 

6 

8 

135 

54 

12 

X 

More children less days 54: 6 } 

More hrs less days 12:8 | 

: : 135 :x 


A x = 13^6x8 = 1<)days 
5. (b) 6. (c) 7. (a) 
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8. \b) Let the speed of faster motorist be x km/hr and 

that of slower be y km /hr. 

A.T.S. 2x - 2y = 100 or x - y = 50 
and x + y = 100 

On solving, we get, x = 75, y = 25 

• *'* x /y = 2§ = f or3:1Ans - 

_ D 

9. (a) Let the required distance be x km 5 = — 


A.T.S. 


x 

45 


,r 


= 5 


x = 60 km 


48 

60 60 

10. (a) Let the usual speed be x km/hr 

1 5 5x 

In 1 — hr, distance covered = x x 7 = — km 
4 4 4 

5y 

But in 1 hr, he covered distance = (-^- + 1) km. 

,5x + 4,, 

- (—^—) 

5x + 4 

Increased speed = —-— km/hr. 

A.T.S. — - 96 x = 2 or 5x 2 -44x-192 = 0 
x 5x + 4 

On solving x = 12 (Rejecting -ve value as speed 
can't be -ve) 

11. (tf) Distance covered by Arvind in one hr (i.c. from 

2 P.M. to 3 P.M.) = 5 km. Now both start walking 
at 3 P.M. 

Arvind starts walking from R to Q and Gopal 
starts walking from P to Q. Let they meet after x 
hours 

A.T.S. 10x-5x = 5 x = 1 

.\ They will meet after 1 hour i.e. at 4 P.M. 

Or Gopal will overtake Arvind at 4 P.M. 

12. ( b ) Let the no. of machines be x 

A.T.S.xx4 = (x + 4)x2 x = 4 

If 4 machines can do a work in 4 days then 2 

machines will do the work in 8 days 

13. (d) Ratio between daily wages of A, B, C = 4 : 3 : 2 

Let their wages be 4x, 3x, 2x 

4x x5 + 3xx7 + 2x x9 = 1180 x = 20 
Amount of daily wages of B & C together 
= 3x + 2x = 5x = 5 x 20 = Rs 100 

14. (d) If 1 had been twice as good a workman as I am, I 

would have taken 12 days to finish the job. It 
means, now, 1 can do the job in 12 x 2 = 24 days 

1 

If my capacity of doing work -rd of what it is 

now, the no. of days taken by me to finish the job 
= 24 x 3 = 72 days 

15. (d) (A and B)'s one minute's work = 


B's one minute's work = 


30 


A's one minute's work = ^ ~ 

Tap A can empty the tank in 60 minutes 

16. (a) Required ratio = a 2 : --a 2 = 4 : n/3 
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17. (b) Breadth of a rect. = —r = 10 m 

15 

Increased area = 150 x ^ = 200 m 2 
200 

Increased length = = 20 m 

New perimeter = 2(20 + 10) = 60 m 


22 


18. (c) Circumference of a circle = 2nr = 2 x — x 84 

= 528 cm 

Perimeter of a square = 528 cm, 4a = 528 
a = 132 cm 

19. ( b) As a right circular cylinder just encloses a sphei 

diameter of sphere = diameter of cylinder 
= height of cylinder 

S.A. of cylinder _ 2 nrh _ 2 nr x 2r _ 1 _ 1 1 
S.A. of sphere ~ 4^ “ 4 nr 2 " 1 ~ 

9n M Vi /? _ JL . h _ 1 Si _ /? /1 2 

20. (f) ■■ I 2 ~ 3'S2 _ /f /2 


V2 


= (~) 2 = 1 = 1:9 
v 3 ; 9 


21. (b) Volume of remaining wood 

=7tr 2 h- |ji^h = l^h = |tc(5) 2 x12 = 200ji 


22. (b) Required %age = 


36^ X, ” = 5 |i 
108 


23. (c) Required no. of persons = —x 5000 = 750 

36U 

18 

24. (a) No. of unemployed persons = —-x5000 = 250 

360 

25. (b) No. of persons employed in both the public sect 

and corporate sector = x 5000 = 3000 

26. (c) %age of the employed persons employed 

108 11 
private sector = ^ - —3 x 100 = 31 —. 

27. (d) 28. (b) 29. (a) 30. (d) 31. (d) 

32. ( b ) 33. ( b) 34. (c) 35. (d) 

36. ( b) (58xjxjx6) x 5 9xix|x4 = 5 2 x 5 2 = 5 4 

37. (c) Required difference = 3210-1023 = 2187 

38. (c) 

39. (a) 

40. ( b ) Let the fraction be- 

y 

A.T.S. ^.... (i) 
y-3 11 


(ii) 


x+JB _ 2 
2y "5 

Solving (i) and (ii), we get x = 12, y = 25 

12 

.•. The required fraction is — 




IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Union Budget 1995-96 is said to have a rural bias. What 
are its features that make this budget a rural area-oriented bud¬ 
get? Describe briefly. 

Ans. Also dubbed as an election year budget, the Union 
Budget for 1995-96 has considerable emphasis on general devel¬ 
opment of the rural areas. Materially different from the past three 
budgets presented during the era of reforms, the Government 
appears to have recognized the need for development of rural 
areas, as the development of a country like India cannot be com¬ 
plete unless the rural areas are developed adequately. The fol¬ 
lowing features make it a rural area-oriented budget: 

(a) Emphasis on rural Infra-structure: The budget realises 
the inadequacy of public investment in the agricultural infra¬ 
structure which is on the decline. This area falls within the re¬ 
sponsibility of the States but the State governments have not 
been able to ensure adequate investment in the field of rural/ 
agricultural infrastructure. There are several projects of infra¬ 
structural development which are pending for completion for 
want of funds. To encourage public and private investment in 
this field a new Infra-structural Development Fund within the 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 
has been established from April 1995. The Fund is to provide 
loans to the State Governments and State owned Corporations/ 
Boards for infra-structural projects like medium and minor irri¬ 
gation scheme, soil conservation, watershed management and 
other projects in rural infrastructure. A corpus of Rs 2000 crore is 
expected to be created for the Fund by the Commercial banks, 
who have been asked to contribute funds equal to their shortfall 
in achieving the priority sector lending target for agriculture. 

(b) Credit for Small Scale and Cottage Industries: Several 
new schemes for providing credit to the rural small scale and 
cottage industries have been introduced. In one hundred pre¬ 
dominantly Tribal districts NABARD has been asked to open an 
exclusive line of credit for meeting the needs of the Scheduled 
Tribes. A sum of Rs 400 crore has been earmarked for this pur¬ 
pose. In addition, Rs 100 crore have been earmarked for financ¬ 
ing Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe beneficiaries identified 
by the concerned corporation of the States. Further for strength¬ 
ening Khadi and Village industrial units, a new scheme has been 
introduced under which the banking system would provide 
Rs 1000 crore on a consortium basis to the Khadi and Ydlage 
Industries Commission (KVIC) which will further carry out the 
funding. To ensure adequate flow of credit to thehandioom sector, 
refinancing by NABARD which was restricted through District 


and State Cooperative Banks, has now been extended through 
commercial banks also. Steps have also been initiated to 
strengthen small scale industries which contribute about 35 per 
cent to India's exports. A Technology Development and Modern¬ 
ization Fund is being established in the Small Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank (SIDBI) to provide financial assistance to quality 
products to maintain capability of the small scale sector. To start 
with, the amount earmarked for this purpose is Rs 200 crore. The 
Commercial banks have also been asked to set up specialized 
bank branches to serve the needs of small scale sector in 85 iden¬ 
tified districts where each has more than 2000 registered small 
scale units. Moreover to achieve accelerated industrial develop¬ 
ment in the North Eastern States, a new North Eastern Develop¬ 
ment Bank (NEDB) is being established with an initial capital of 
Rs 500 crore. All these schemes will primarily ensure strengthen- - 
ing of credit facilities in the rural areas. 

(c) Welfare of the Rural Poor Several new schemes aimed at 
the welfare of rural poor have been introduced while several old- 
ones have been strengthened. As against 4 lakh dwelling unit 
target for 1994-95 under the Indira Awas Yojana, 10 Lakh such 
units are proposed to be constructed during the current financial 
year. A monthly old-age pension @ Rs 75 per month has been 
introduced for poor with more than 65 years of age. In case of 
death of a primary bread earner in the families living below 
poverty line, a lump sum survivor benefit of Rs 5000 has been 
introduced. Another scheme called mid-day meal scheme has 
been introduced to achieve child nutrition on the one hand and 
higher attendance on the other. The scheme has already been 
made operational and is expected to cover the entire country in 
a phased manner within a period of 3 years. 

Hence the above mentioned new initiatives taken in the 
Union Budget for 1995-96 which include funding of agricultural 
infrastructure, promoting handlooms, cottage industries and 
small scale industries, expanding rural housing and introducing 
social security measures for the poorer sections, adequately re¬ 
veal a strong rural bias in the budget. 

Q. 2. What do you understand by PAS-4? How is it going to 
affect the "battle for Indian skies"? Which are the other satel¬ 
lites that are likely to affect the introduction of new channels in 
India? 

Ans. PAS-4 stands for PanAm Satellite and was bunched in 
August 1995 from Kourou in French Guiana. Out of its capacity 
to add 14 new Channels, at least 7 new channels are likely to be 
introduced into Indian cable network PAS-4 is slotted at 68.5 
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S es East. With the launch of PAS-4 the so-called "battle for 
n skies" has intensified enormously. ABC's Entertainment 
and Sports Programming Network (ESPN), Viacom's M-TV and 
a Children Channel called Nickelodeon and Sony-Columbia-ACE- 
T.V. alliance are some of the new channels which are in the pro¬ 
cess of being introduced in India. All these new channels will 
have plethora of English movies, serials, sports and cartoons 
beaming through cable into Indian homes. There is a likelihood 
of other channels Eke Disney Channel, Turner networks, TNT 
caitoons and MGM classics channels also coming on to the scene, 
in addition to the international channel of Doordarshan, which 
has already found its way through PAS-4. It is expected that the 
number of channels offered by PAS-4 may exceed 20 within a 
period of one year. 

Arch-rival of PAS is INTELSAT which is also likely to 
strengthen its base in Indian market by introducing jnew 
programmes through Discovery, NEPC and Dalai street Journal 
TV, apart from Shristi and Video crop. Two new satellites are 
also likely to storm the Indian cable market soon. These are Inter¬ 
sputnik's EXPRESS-6 and AS1ANET-2. These satellites would also 
launch at least two channels each in India which would include 
Business channels, regional language channels and entertain¬ 
ment channels. 

The impending onslaught by these new channels is likely to 
result in certain problems both for the operators as well as view¬ 
ers. Most of the TV sets manufactured and sold in India have 
limited number of channels, say 10 to 16. With the number of 
players increasing by leaps and bounds, the new channel opera¬ 
tors realise that the revenue generated by the advertisements is 
not likely to sustain them in the long-run and the answer lies in 
introducing new channels as pay channels. Most of the cable 
operators and the viewers are not willing to pay anything extra 
and even the telecasts requiring not so expensive decoders have 
also not been very successful on Indian Cables. Moreover, to 
enhance the capacity of TV.sets in terms of number of channels, 
traditional and less channel TV sets need "top boxes" which 
again cost Rs 2500 each. It is highly unlikely that many viewers 
would go in for top boxes to enhance the channel receiving ca¬ 
pacity of their TV sets to have more than 16 channels and that too 
by paying through their nose to view the additional channels. 

Another area of concern relates to the cultural ethos and 
social values. The sudden exposure of the developed west, its 
social system, cultural values and moral ethos to the Indian masses 
through cable and satellite channels has come as a cultural shock 
to the largely traditional Indian society. Loose morality, entirely 
different culture, urbanised life style and altogether varied social 
values have shaken the life in India. While among the lower 
classes of the society, the undesirable exposure has resulted in 
widespread frustration, it has resulted in rapidly increasing con¬ 
sumerism in the urban areas, particularly among the upper and 
upper middle classes of the society. 

Q. 3. What do you understand by "disinvestment of PSU 
shares”? How much disinvestment has taken place so far? What 


is the target for 1995-96? Critically analyse. 

Ans. Disinvestment of Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) 
shares is a means to privatise the equity held by the government 
in these undertakings. In all the PSUs, the government is the 
largest share holder with more than 50 per cent shares and in 
most of the PSUs, government is the only owner and share hold¬ 
ers. During the 1990-91 financial crises, a need was felt for partial 
privatisation of the government share capital from the PSUs in a 
phased manner. It was, therefore, decided to offer some percent¬ 
age of PSU equity to the private sector to introduce the elements 
of accountability, professional management and limited private 
control. Hence the process of disinvestment was initiated in the 
year 1992. There have been shortfalls in achievement of targets 
for disinvestment. For example, during the previous two years, 
against a total target of Rs 6500 crore, only Rs 4100 crore have 
been disinvested. Against a target of Rs 2500 crore for 
disinvestment during 1993-94, the government could raise only 
Rs 1900 crore. These figures for 1994-95 were Rs 4000 crore and 
Rs 2200 crore respectively. Adding Rs 3300 crore raised during 
1992-93, the total disinvestment during the first 3 years of 
disinvestment has been around Rs 7400 crore. 

For the year 1995-96, a target of Rs 7000 crore has been kept. 
The first round of disinvestment was opened on October 9,1995 
and closed on October 20,1995. The notification issued by the 
Government in the first round of disinvestment during the cur¬ 
rent financial year has invited bids for the purchase of shares of 
selected blue chip PSUs including ONGC, and SAIL (Steel Au¬ 
thority of India). The other PSUs whose shares have been offered 
for sale are MNTL and CCI. The bids for purchase of PSUs were 
open to firms, companies, individuals, NRIs, overseas corporate 
bodies and foreign institutional investors. The minimum bid 
could be for 100 shares or Rs 25,000 whichever was higher and 
bid can be for one PSU or all of them. The bidders were required 
to pay 10 per cent of the bid amount as deposit. 

The Government has already disinvested part of its equity from 
39 selected companies since the process began in 1992. Although the 
upper ceiling has been fixed at 49 per cent, the achievement levels 
have been ranging between 48.20 per cent in case of Madras Refin¬ 
eries Limited to just 0.67 per cent in case of MMTC. 

Disinvestment of Government equity was a bold policy 
decision which has largely failed to achieve tire original objec¬ 
tive. With the percentage of disinvestment being less than 10 per 
cent in most of the PSUs. The decision to disinvest government 
equity was mainly guided by the need to reform the ailing PSUs 
by introducing the elements of private ownership and account¬ 
ability. Less than 10 per cent disinvestment in most of the PSUs 
in which disinvestment has taken place, would hardly achieve 
any of the two broad objectives. Rattier than achieving the above 
mentioned objectives, the process of disinvestment has rather 
turned into a device to reduce the fiscal and revenue mobilisation 
effort by the Union Government. Due care; therefore, is required 
to be taken to ensure that the process of disinvestment does not 
lose sight of its original objectives. 
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Question 

Q. What is the present CRR? 

—P.K. Mishra, Bhubaneshwar 

A. The Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) was 
15 per cent prior to November. On Novem¬ 
ber 11, 1995 this was reduced to 14.5 per 
cent by the RBI to ease the liquidity crisis. 

Q. What is the address of International 
Maritime Institute for joining the merchant 
navy? 

—Shobhan Panda, Sambalpur, Orissa 

A. The address is: International Mari¬ 
time Institute Ltd, Farm No. 5, Sector 111D, 
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi - 110 070. 

Q. 1 would like to join the London 
School of Economics. What is their admis¬ 
sion procedure and criteria for admission? 

—Rajecv Nayan, Patna, Bihar. 

A. Please write to London School of 
Economics, Houghton Street, London WC 
2A 2AE, UK for details about their admis¬ 
sion procedure and criteria for admission. 

Q. Where can 1 do a course on desk 
top publishing? 

—Arun K. Nahak, Rourkela 

A. Please contact a computer insti¬ 
tute near your home, as this is a practi¬ 
cal course. 

Q. What is the difference between 
Fundamental Rights and Human Rights? 

—V. Sarvesmra Reddy, Hyderabad 

A. Fundamental rights are those rights 
that are guaranteed by the Constitution of 
India. Human rights are those contained 
in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (1948) such as the need to eliminate 
want and oppression. 

Q. Are there any correspondence 
course or books for die Indian Forest Ser¬ 
vice Exams? Please let me know of some 
books with descriptive answers for GK and 


Box 

General English. 

—Sandhya AL Jam, Coimbatore 
A. We are not aware of any correspon¬ 
dence course specifically for the IFS ex¬ 
ams. However, there are many books 
available which will help you. You can 
look at the books on GK and General 
English published by Khanna Brothers, 
Chandigarh which are used by students 
appearing in civil service exams. 

Q. Who was Stephen Spender? 

—*Ashim Chakraborty, Indore 
A. Sir Stephen Harold Spender was 
British poet, novelist, playwright and 
critic. The "grand old man of letters" died 
on July 16,1995 at the age of 86. 

Q. Please let me know how I can be 
admitted to IIT? 

—Dipen Basak, Calcutta 
A. To get into IIT, you will have to 
prepare for the Joint Entrance Examina-. 
tion (ITT-JEE). Several books and courses 
are available to help you prepare for the 
examination. However, if you are keen 
on engineering, you may like tn keep 
your options open by applying to re¬ 
gional engineering colleges also. 

Q. What is meant by "Ecomark"? 

—San]oy Kumar Modak, Purulia (WB) 
A. The Ecomark was a scheme mooted 
by the Ministry of Environment to award a 
mark to those products which were envi¬ 
ronment friendly. Environmentally aware 
people would thus know which products 
should be bought. The scheme has flopped. 

Q. Why is Chandigarh called the 
'planned city' of India? 

—Santosb K.P., Perumbavoor (Kerala) 
A. Cities usually grow from a nucleus 
in a haphazard way. Chandigarh was 
planned by French architect Le Corbusier 


and hence it is known as the planned city ’ 

Q. Please give me the address of NOT 
as I want to do a course of fashion design- ' 
ing from there. 

—Sabu George, Hivandrum 

A. You can write to NIFT at their cam¬ 
pus at Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110 016. Its 
entrance test is like management tests and 
you can refer to our management section 
for study material. 

Q. What percentage of hardwork and 
intelligence is required for producing a 
good ressult? 

—Mondar Ghosh, Howrah (WB) 

A. There are no studies available 
on your questions because they are both ■ 
subjective terms. However, a good re- 1 
suit can be got by only a basic intelli¬ 
gence and reasonable hard work. If you 
are a student, we can advise you to put 
in your best effort and not to worry 
about these things. 

Q. Which is the longest railway plat¬ 
form of the world? 

—Dibyendu Bhattacharya, 24 Parganas 

(WB) 

A. Kharagpur in West Bengal. 

Q. I want to become an astrologer: 
How can I become one? 

—Manoj Kumar Mishra, Bainsiria (WB) 

A. You can study die Indian system 
of astrology from a person living dose to 
you. There are a number of boob avail¬ 
able on Western astrology. However keep 
it as a hobby only for no one is known to 
make accurate predictions. 

Q. How does an Electronic Digital 
Computer work? 

—Shilpi Salwan, Hoshiarpur (Punjab) 

A. An electronic compute’ works on a 
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system in which signals are on or off. These 
slates are denoted by the symbols 1 or 0. A 
series of Os and Is is grouped to form by tes— 
one byte is the basic unit of memory and 
represents a letter number, or program in¬ 
struction. Instructions to a computer can be 
made in this language' and makes it work. 

Q. What is the number of questions in 
CAT orXLRI exam that one should answer? 

~Md Mofiduzzaman, Jamshedpur 

A. Most management exams are di¬ 
vided into four sections and have about 
180 questions. You should aim for doing 
the maximum number of questions in the 
time allotted (2 hours). You should have 
minimum 20-24 in each section (correct 
answers minus one fourth of wrong an¬ 
swers) but you must aim for a score which 
is well above 100. 


Q. What are the job prospects after 
doing Master of Computer Applications 
(MCA)? 

—Akash Sharma, Saharanpur (UP) 
A. These days computers are com¬ 
ing in India in a big way. It is estimated 
that 1,50,000 computers are being in¬ 
stalled every year. Computer profession¬ 
als thus have a very good scope for 
getting jobs. 

Q. Recently I got selected as Bank 
Probationary officer. Which other course 
should I do to further my career? 

—Sameer, Kanpur 
A. You don't need to do any other 
course at this stage. You can do some courses 
offered by the National School of Banking 
or of financial analysis depending on your 
interest. 


Q. How can astronauts talk with 
one another? 

—Balaji Prasad Misra, Jeypore 
(Orissa) 

A. Communication between astro¬ 
nauts is done by means of radio. In¬ 
side the space suit is a small 
transmitter which sends the signals to 
the spaceship or to another astronaut. 

Q. What is the function of a re¬ 
mote control and how does it work? 

—S. Bose, Cuttack (Orissa) 

A. The remote control is a device 
to control devices from a distance. A 
signal is emitted by the remote con¬ 
trol which activates a response in the 
device. Common remote control ap¬ 
plications are controlling electronic 
devices. 
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THE INSTITUTE 


International Institute of Hotel 
Management (I. I.H.M.) is formed 
with the object of imparting inter¬ 
national standard of "Education 
& Training" in Hotel & Catering 
Management. The institute has 
an impressive infrastructure in¬ 
cluding an eminent faculty team. 
l.t.H.M. is regarded as one of the 
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PLACEMENT 
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Interviews. 


INFRASTRUCTURE 


The Institute has solid infrastruc¬ 
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TRAINING 
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING for 6 
months in 5 STAR and DELUXE 
Hotels, to be arranged by the 
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HOSTEL 


I.I.H.M. has separate well 
maintained hostels for boys and 
girls close to the campus. 


PROSPECTUS 


Prospectus and Forms are 
available from I.I.H.M.'a Office 
on payment of Rs.100/-. 
Outstation candidates have to 
send Rs.120/- by M.O. only 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Round-up of National Affairs 


1995 IN A NUTSHELL 

The year 1995 saw many political alliances and manoeuvring. The election 
Jesuits showed drat no party could bank on vote banks and had to deliver results. 
No trend was clearly visible and the results could not be explained by any theory. 
The message to the politicians was clear: provide a clean government or they 
would be booted out next time. 

Important judgements of the Supreme Court related to commercial advertise¬ 
ments being part of Freedom of Speech. It directed the government to submit the 
complete Vohra Committee report, which had exposed the nexus between crimi¬ 
nals and politicians. The Court, however, did a volte-face on the uniform civil code 
and said that its earlier request was not binding on the government. Two senior 
officials were put in the dock by the court during the year. 

The year had Its share of disasters. Over 400 people were killed in a train 
accident in UP., the worst disaster of the decade. In Bihar, 64 miners were.drowned 
in the Geslitand mine disaster. Human failings were responsible for both, the 
accidents. 

The nation faced a serious problem in Kashmir. Even as terrorist activity 
continued, the Indian government tried once again to hold elections. It was the 
Election Commission which stopped them this time, saying that the conditions 
were not suitable for elections. 

Scandals surfaced with regularity. Disclosures in the diaries of arrested busi¬ 
nessmen In the hawala scandal showed that senior politicians and bureaucrats 
were involved; there was heightened interest in godman Chandraswami's inter¬ 
rogation by the Jain commission. 

The economy started looking down. The rupee went down and there were 
questions raised about the new economic policies. The BJP promised a change 
in economic policies If it came to power, while at the same time movement against 
foreign companies intensified. 


ELECTION COMMISSION 

T HE battle for supremacy at the EC 
ended with the Supreme Court giving 
its judgement in the petition filed by T.N. 
Seshan. 

On July 14, 1995, it upheld the ap¬ 
pointment of the two Election Commis- 
1 sioners with powers equivalent to the 
Chief Election Commissioner's and dis¬ 
missed T.N. Seshan's petition against the 
. Centre's controversial ordinance of Octo¬ 
ber 1993 making the Election Commission 
a multi-member body. It also passed se¬ 
vere strictures on T.N. Seshan, die high 
constitutional functionary in charge of 
conducting free and fair elections. 

A five-judge Constitution bench 


headed by Chief Justice A.M. Ahmadi 
unanimously rejected Mr Seshan's charge 
of mala fide against the Centre in appoint¬ 
ing two election commissioners—G.V.G. 
Krishnamurthy and M.S. Gill, both former 
bureaucrats. 

ELECTIONS & RESULTS 

LECTIONS were held to elect legisla¬ 
tive assemblies in nine States. These 
were: Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim, 
Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa, Bihar 
and Arunachai Pradesh. The Congress was 
totally mauled in South and West. 

In Karnataka the Janata Dal secured a 
simple majority by securing 116 of the 244 
seats The party had been almost written- 


off after the drubbing it received in 1989. 

BJP emerged as the second biggest party 
with 40 seats, up from four in 1989 elec¬ 
tions. Mr Dewe Gowda was elected as the 
Chief Minister. 

In Andhra Pradesh the Congress was 
completely decimated. Telegu Desam 
Party (TDP) bagged 219 seats in the 294- 
member Assembly to secure two-thirds 
majority. The ruling Congress could man¬ 
age just 26 seats. Mr N.T. Rama Rao was 
swom-in as the Chief Minister for the third 
time. 

In Sikkim too the Congress got a 
drubbing. Only a few months before the 
elections it had managed to form a gov¬ 
ernment by engineering defections from 
Sikkim Sangram Parishad. The surprise 
winner was the Sikkim Democratic Front 
(SDF), led by Mr Pa wan Kumar Chamling. 
SDF won 19 of the 32 Assembly seats. 

In Goa a hung Assembly was re¬ 
turned. The Congress emerged as the 
single largest party, capturing 18 of the 40 
Assembly seats. A six-member minority 
government, headed by Mr Pratap Singh 
Rane, assumed office. 

In Maharashtra, the government of 
Sharad Pawar was booted out and a BJP- 
Shiv Sena combine took office. Mr 
Manohar Joshi of Shiv Sena assumed the 
office of Chief Minister. 

In Gujarat BJP came to power for the 
first time by securing absolute majority 
completely on its own. Mr Keshubhai Patel 
took over as the Chief Minister. 

In Orissa it was the Congress which 
won and Mr J.B. Patnaik returned as Chief ! 
Minister. The Janata Dal government led 
by Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar was re¬ 
elected surprising many and in Arunachai 
Pradesh the Congress won a landslide 
victory. Gegong Apang assumed the Chief 
Minister's office for the fourth consecu¬ 
tive term. 

The defeat of Congress was attributed 
by many on the "anti-people" policy of 
economic liberalisation being followed by 
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Prime Minister P.V Narasimha Kao. But a 
dose analysis revealed that the voter ac¬ 
tually voted against corruption and nepo¬ 
tism-. Indian voters' apathy was against 
the corruption brooding in the corridors 
of power and against cheap populism. 

Mr Rao's position as the President of 
Congress weakened and the infighting 
ultimately resulted in a split in May, 1995. 
The Congress split with Arjun Singh and 
N.D. Tiwari announcing that they were in 
fact the real Congress party. It was followed 
by the expulsion of Mr Arjun Singh for six 
years. Although Mr Rao had lost support 
from a large number of partymen, the 
presence of only a few MPs and less than 
200 of tire A1CC members at the May 19 
convention of the rebels showed that the 
dissidents had not made much of a dent, 
yet. 

But then* was no way to find a trend 
in the 28 assembly by-elections held in 14 
States in May 1995, If sceptics wanted to 
write the demise of the Congress, they 
were wrong. The party could win more 
than a third of the seats, including the 
notable victories of Mr A.K. Antony in 
Kerala and Mr J.B. Patnaik in Orissa. Re¬ 
sults were almost predictable in West Ben¬ 
gal where the Left won, in Bihar and 
Karnataka the Janata Dal, in Andhra the 
Telegu Dcsam and the Congress in 
Himachal Pradesh. 

UTTAR PRADESH 
Political Opportunism 

T HE Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), the jun¬ 
ior partner in the coalition government 
in Uttar Pradesh, on June 1, 1995, with¬ 
drew support to the Mulayam Singh 
Yadav Ministry and staked its claim to 
form an "alternative government with 
the support of opposition parties, in¬ 
cluding the BJP". 

On June 3, UP Governor Motilal 
Vohra asked M ulayam Singh Yadav to step 
down and dismissed his government af¬ 
ter he refused to oblige. Mayawati, the BSP 
leader, was then sworn in as the new Chief 
Minister. 


On October 17, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) withdrew support from the 
minority Bahujan Samaj Party govern¬ 
ment. The development was an offshoot 
of a widespread resentment in the BJP's 
rank and file, against the BSP's stand on 
Gandhi and Lord Rama. 

Following the withdrawal of support, 
Mayawati resigned as Chief Minister of 
the State. Governor Moti Lai \bhra ini¬ 
tially put the Assembly in suspended ani¬ 
mation. However, the Assembly was 
dissolved on October 27 by the President. 
The Governor, Mr Motilal Vohra stated that 
no party was in a position to form a stable 
government. 

Uttarakhand problem: The 
Uttarakhand agitation took a violent 
turn when the security forces indulged in 
violence and rape on*the peaceful protest¬ 
ors. Now, the CB1 has confirmed that the 
PAC did indeed rape the hapless victims. 
Force, however, h.w never suppressed the 
feelings of people, and the mood in 
Uttarakhand remained one of sullen anger. 

GUJARAT 
Political Crisis 

I N Gujarat, the BJP had won 121 of the 
182 seats, a two-thirds majority. On Sep¬ 
tember 27,1995, Shankarsinh Vaghcla led 
a revolt of 46 MLAs who declared they 
had lost faith in the leadership of Chief 
Minister Keshubhai Patel. The BJP tried 
to control the damage, but its image of 
being a disciplined party suffered. At a 
BJP session in Goa in April 1995, party 
president L.K. Advam had declared the 
party's intention of projecting itself as al¬ 
ternative to the Congress. The Gujarat 
crisis threatened to seriously tarnish its 
image and thwart attempts to become a 
national party. 

Mr Sureshchand Rupshankar Mehta 
was unanimously elected lender of the BJP 
Legislature Party at Gandhinagar on Oc- 
j tober 21, bringing the month-long crisis 
| in the Gujarat unit of the party to a con- 
I elusion. Despite widespread discontent 
1 among the party MLAs, over the choice of 


Mr Mehta, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee en¬ 
sured the Legislature meeting was a 
smooth affair. 


TAMIL NADU 

Governor versus Chief Minister 

O N April 1, 1995, the 45-month-old 
AlADMK government, headed by 
Jayalalitha, was placed in a major crisis 
when the Governor, Dr M. Chenna Reddy, 
permitted her prosecution on two charges 
of corruption. The sanction was accorded 
to the Janata Party leader, Mr 
Subramaniam Swamy. 

The two charges pertain to the con¬ 
troversial import of coal by the State 
Electricity Board in 1993 and the alleged 
undervalued purchase of government 
land bv a firm in which Jayalalitha was 
a partner with her close associate, Mrs 
Sasikala. 

layalalitha is the first C hief Minis¬ 
ter ot the State against whom a Gov er- 
nor had sanctioned prosecution, and 
probably the second Chief Minister in 
the country, the other being A.R. Antulav 
of Maharashtra. 

On April 5, Jayalalitha moved the 
Madras High Court to quash the order of 
the Governor. But on April 27, a division 


PUNJAB 

Beant Singh kilted in car-bomb 
explosion 

The Punjab Chief Minister, Mr 
Beant Singh, and at least 15 others were 
killed in a powerful car-bomb blast in 
the porch of the Punjab and Haryana 
Civil Secretariat on August 31, 1995. 

The blast occurred the moment the 
Chief Minister sat m his car after finish¬ 
ing the day’s engagements. The bomb 
was apparently planted in one of tfie 
three identical bullet-proof cars used by 
the Chief Minister. 

Mr Harcharan Singh Brar was 
sworn-in as the interim Chief Minister 
of Punjab at a simple ceremony the 
same day. 
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Bench of the Madras High Court dismissed 
the petition of Ms Jayaialitha as prema¬ 
ture and not maintainable. 


BIHAR 

Jharkand Council Constituted 

O N August 6,1995, the Bihar govern¬ 
ment constituted the Jharkand Area 
Autonomous Council (JAAC), comprising 
of 90 members. 

The constitution ot the interim 
council marks the culmination of the six- 
decade-old Jharkand movement. The 
council offers the people of 
Chhotanagpur and Santhal Parganas an 
opportunity to shape their own future, 
although it may not measure up to the 
expectation of a State comprising the 
contiguous tribal-dominated areas of 
tour States. 

1'ortv one workers of the JMM and 18 
others find a place in the council of which 
Mr Shibu Soren (JMM) is the chairman. 

ANDHRA PRADESH 
N.T. Rama Rao quits 

T HE curtain came down on the nine- 
month-old N.T. Rama Rao regime in 
Andhra Pradesh with the septugenarian 
Chief Minister, admitted to a private 
nursing home after a mild heart attai k, 
submitting his resignation to Governor 
Krishan Kant on August 31, 1995. The 
Governor subsequently invited rebel 
leader N. Chandrababu Naidu to form 
the new Government, whose 11-mem¬ 
ber team was sworn-in on September 1, 
1995. 

MANIPUR 

Congress Ministry formed 

M l Reishang Keishing was sworn in 
is 15th Chief Minister of Manipur 
on February 25,1995, ending uncertainty 
that prevailed in the violence-hit State, fol¬ 
lowing an unclear verdict in the assembly 
polls. The Congress had secured 21 seats 
in 59-member Vidhan Sabha. 


Worst Rail disaster 

In the worst train disaster of this decade, over 400 people were Wiled and an 
equal number injured whan the speeding Delhi-bound Purushottam Express rammed j 
into the stationary Kalindi Express on the outskirts of Firozabad in Uttar Pradesh oni 
August 20, 1995. j 

A cow got entangled under the engine ot Kalindi Express which damaged its i 
breaking system. The superfast Purushottam Express, speeding at over 100 kms per! 
hour, collided because of wrong signalling. 

The toll was the highest in the Indian Railways' 142-year history, surpassing the 
1981 Bihar accident in which 270 people were killed. 

It Is also probably India's worst transport disaster, killing more people than the 
Kanishka tragedy which claimed 329 lives when the Air India Jumbo jet exploded 
over the Atlantic a decade ago. 

Geslitand Mine Disaster 

On September 26,1995, 64 miners drowned in a mine disaster in Dbanbad. The 
Katri river had broken its embankment and rushed into the Geslitand mines. Chief 
Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav called it a ‘cold blooded murder” and for die first time, 
the police registered a case against the officials of the Bharat Coking Coal Ltd 
(BCCL). 


On July 31,1995, the Chief Minister ! 
Reishang Keishing, proved vote of confi- j 
dence in the State Assembly by a lone vote, j 

RESHUFFLING THE UNION ; 
CABINET 

T HE first expansion of the j 
Union Cabinet took place on Febru- j 
ary 9, 1995. Mr Buta Singh, Mr Madhav j 
Rao Scindia and Mr P. Chidambaram j 
were reinducted along with new en- j 
trants: the former minister in the Na- | 
tional Front government, Mr Ajit Singh, | 
Mrs Urmila Ben Patel, the widow of j 
former Gujarat Chief Minister, Mr j 
Chimanbhai Patel, and Mr Matang ! 
Singh, a member of Rajya Sabha, Mr PA. i 
Sangma and Mr G. Vonkatswamy were ! 
elevated to the Cabinet rank. | 

In another expansion, Mr Rao added | 
three ministers. Mr A. R. Antulay, 
Jaganna th Mishra and K. Karunakaran, all 
former Chief Ministers, were inducted into 
Ihe Cabinet in June, 1995. 

In still another reshuffle, the Prime 
Minister, on September 13,1995, inducted 
16 new members taking the strength of 
the Rao ministry to 70. 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Turmoil continues 

T HE Kashmir problem never went out 
ot media attention during 1995, be¬ 
cause of the activities of terrorists in the 
State. Pakistan's Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto used every international meeting 
to raise the issue. The solution seemed 
nowhere in sight, even though the Indian 
government pushed for elections in mid- 
December 1995. 

J & K has already made history by 
completing a record five years under 
President's rule on July 17,1995. The cur¬ 
rent spell expires in January, 1996. 
President's rule has been extended regu¬ 
larly during the last 5 years and has seen 
three Governors. 

The government was all set to launch 
live political process in the State when the 
burning of the Charar-e-Sharief, on May 
11, 1995, by Pakistan-backed militants, 
came as a setback in Kashmir. As the gov¬ 
ernment postponed elections, the clock 
was put back. The incident showed the 
lack of any coherent policy of the govern¬ 
ment of India on the troubled State. 

The army came in for criticism for its 
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handling of the incident. It could neither 
save die shrine from being burnt down 
hor could it capture the militant leader 
Mast Gul, who escaped after burning the 
Shrine. 

The government had no option but 
to extend the President's rule, through a 
Presidential Ordinance amending the Con¬ 
stitution under Article 370 (1) (d), for an¬ 
other six months, beyond July 18,1995, to 
get some time to bring back normalcy. 

On July 4, 1995, eight foreigners who 
were trekking from Pahalgam, were ab¬ 
ducted by armed terrorists. AJ-Faran, an 
Otherwise unknown militant group, ap¬ 
parently working at the behest of the Pa¬ 
kistan-based Harkatul Ansar, demanded 
die release of 21 militants—many of whom 
are from across the border—in exchange 
for the hostages. 

Hans Christian Ostro of Norway, one 
of the five Western hostages held by Al- 
Faran militants, was killed on August 31, 
1995. In a note found on the body, the 
kidnappers threatened to kill the remain¬ 
ing four hostages unless their demand for 


the release of 15 prisoners was met. 

Autonomy package: In a major politi¬ 
cal move on November 4, 1995, Prime 
Minister P.V Narasimha Rao proposed a 
comprehensive autonomy package for 
Jammu and Kashmir. He also announced 
that the Union Cabinet lias okayed hold¬ 
ing of Assembly polls in mid-December, 
1995. 

However, the Election Commission 
held that the atmosphere was not condu¬ 
cive lor elections in the State. The govern¬ 
ment, thus was left with no option but to 
extend the President's rule. 


IMPORTANT SUPREME COURT 
JUDGEMENTS 

HE Supreme Court ordered clo¬ 
sure of 30 industrial units in West 
Bengal in February, 1995, that were seri¬ 
ously polluting the countryside. Even big, 
multinational companies were found to 
have ignored environmental norms. 

Two judgements indicted the func¬ 
tioning of the police, giving rise to hopes 


of a more responsible force. Three ITS of¬ 
ficers of Haryana were sentenced to im¬ 
prisonment for acting illegally on behall 
of Chief Minister Bhajan Lai. The second 
judgement indicted five police officers ol 
the Punjab Police for killing a suspected 
terrorist couple in Calcutta. 

The Supreme Court also gave another 
landmark judgement limiting 
Doordarshan's monopoly in telecasting 
events held on Indian soil. It said that the 
State-run electronic media had no exclu¬ 
sive rights and ended the government 
monopoly on air waves. 

The Supreme Court also directed the 
government to enact a uniform Civil code 
and to have a fresh l<x>k at Article 44 o: 
the Constitution. Under this code, unlfor 
mity will be achieved in civil matters sue! 
as freedom to marry more than once anc 
tax benefits for Hindu Undivided Families 
The Court, however did a volte-face and lalei 
made it clear that its "request" to the Primt 
Minister to endeavour to secure for the citi 
zens a Uniform Civil Code was in the natun 
of an obiter dicta and, therefore, not binding 
on the government. 

The Court also ruled that any persor 
found responsible for stalling work on . 
project for public purpose, through cour 
injunctions, would be liable to pay damagi 
and escalation in the project cost, to tlv 
authority concerned, if he loses the case. 

The Supreme Court on July 17,1995 
ruled that political parties which are iden 
tilled with a particular caste, community 
religion or language can seek votes to pro 
mote their cause without creating hatrec 
against their adversaries. 

In another judgement, the Supremi 
Court ruled that commercial advertise 
ments were part of the freedom of speed 
and expression under Article 19(l)(a) o 
file Constitution. 

The Court, however, made it clear tha 
commercial advertisements which wen 
deceptive, unfair, misleading and untruth 
ful could be regulated by the State unde 
Article 19(2) of the Constitution. 

On October 13, 1995, the Suprem 
Court directed file Centre to submit ai 


OFFICIALS IN TROUBLE 

Supreme Court orders trial of KPS Gill 

The Supreme Court on October 12, 1995, held Punjab Police Chief KPS Gill 
1 prim fade blamable for -outraging the modesty of a senior IAS officer Rupan Deol 
■, Bajaj at a party eight yearn ago and ordered his trial in accordance with Ihe law. 

, Holding that a prime fade case had been found out against Mr GR1 for alleg- 
^ edly slapping Ms Bajaj's on her posteior at a party where "elite’’ was present, the 
>: court eet aside the high court's judgement by which a first information report lodged 
v by Ms Bajaj seeking criminal action against Mr Gill under sections 354 and 509 of 
: the Indian Penal Code had been quashed. 

The SC ordered Mr Gill's trial to be completed within six months. Gill's discom¬ 
fiture comes at a time when he is already under pressure for fax security that 
resulted in the assassination of Chief Minister Beant Singh: 

Supreme Court sentences IAS officer to prison term 

; Close on the heels of the Vasudevan case, the Apex court on October 14, 
1995, sentenced a senior Manipur IAS officer, Mr A. Waii Ao, to six months impris¬ 
onment after finding him guilty on corruption charges. 

The sentence was passed on an appeal by Mr Ao against the Guwahati High 
'Court order, which had also found him guilty on the same charges. 

' . Ihe Supreme Court while announcing the sentence directed Mr Ao to surren"- 
: faffing which steps would be taken to incarcerate him. 
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authenticated copy of the Vohra Commit¬ 
tee Report on criminalisation of politics 
and inform the court about the action 
taken on the same. 

A three-judge bench issued the direc¬ 
tive in a public interest petition after the 
petitioner's lawyer submitted that the Vohra 
Committee had unearthed a diabolical nexus 
between politicians, bureaucrats, media per¬ 
sons, drug peddlers, mafia dons and strate¬ 
gically located individuals. 

For two years, until the Naina Sahni 
murder case, the government had kept si¬ 
lent on the report. Quoting the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, the report con¬ 
firms existence of "crime syndicates" 
which had become a law onto themselves, 
liven members of the judicial system have 
not escaped the embrace of the mafia ac¬ 
cording to the report. 


LAWS 

TADA Lapses 

KE controversial ten-year-old Terror¬ 
ists and Disruptive Activities (Preven¬ 
tion) Act lapsed on May 23, 1995. It was 
decided not to renew the Act in the face of 
growing criticism within the ruling party 
as well as in opposition circles. 

The Government proposed to replace 
the Act with a milder version guarantee¬ 
ing safeguards against its misuse. While the 
BJP opposed any tinkering with the original 
Act, at least two Ministers in the Rao Gov¬ 
ernment threatened to quit if TADA was not 
repealed. Railway Minister C.K. Jaffer Sharief 
and Tourism and Civil Aviation Minister 
Ghulam Nabi Azad were vehement in op¬ 
posing the continuance of TADA because it 
violated basic rights. 

However, even the new Bill—the Crimi¬ 
nal Law (Amendment) Bill, 1995— seeking 
to delete various provisions of TADA that 
were allegedly misused, failed to evoke a 
consensus among various parties. 

Ordinance on Patents Act iapses 

T HE ordinance issued on December 31, 
1994, to amend the Indian Patents Act 
of 1970, lapsed on March 26,1995, follow¬ 


ing the failure of the government to mus¬ 
ter enough support for the Bill in Rajya 
Sabha. The Bill had earlier been passed by 
the Lok Sabha. 

The Indian government was obliged 
under Article 70 of the World Trade 
Organisation agreement to ensure on or 
before the date of entry in WTO, i.e. Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1995, the Indian Patents Act of 1970 
stood amend. 

The amendments proposed by the 
Opposition are aimed at excluding certain 
areas from the patents regime, such as life 
forms, naturally occurring substances, 
genes, components and parts of living 
organisms. It also wants the bill to exclude 
any invention relating to diagnostic, thera¬ 
peutic and surgical methods for treatment 
of human and animals. 


SCANDALS 

Sugar Scam: The Cyan Prakash Com¬ 
mittee report on Sugar Scam was tabled 
in the library of the Parliament on Decem¬ 
ber 16, 1994, following intense pressure 
from the Opposition to make the report 


public. The report indicted foe State Trad¬ 
ing Corporation, along with the then ; 
Union Food Minister, Mr Kalpnafo Rai, 
for the sugar crisis in early 1994. 

Pressure from foe Opposition forced 
Mr Kalpnafo Rai to resign as Union Food 
Minister. The Civil Supplies Minister, Mr 
A.K. Antony, about whom a passing refer¬ 
ence was made in foe report, also resigned. 

Bofors: Mr Soren Gindahl, Vice 
President of the Bofors AB, revealed that 
the government of India has been sup¬ 
plied with details of the names of the 
persons involved in the Bofors-kick- 
backs. He said, the Swedish government 
had written letters to the Indian gov¬ 
ernment in 1991 and 1992 to settle the 
issue of alleged kickbacks and lift the 
ban imposed on the old Bofors company. 

Jain Hawala case: Four people, N.K. 
Jain, S.K. Jain, J.K. Jain and B.R. Jain 
were arrested by the CBI on April 13,. 
1995 and booked under Prevention of 
Corruption Act and Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act (FERA). 

The case against the Jains was regis¬ 
tered by CBI on March 4, and they were 


Law & Order situation in 1994-95 

According to the Minister of State for Home, Mr P.M. Sayeed, foe communal 
situation in the country, though still volatile, is under control and foe volume and * 
level of extremist violence continued to register a decline. 

He said that the condition in Punjab continued to improve and in Assam foe/ 
ULFA menace was largely contained. . / 

The volume of violence arising out of caste tensions remained at about foe: 
same level in 1994 as in 1993. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu > 
continued to be among the most affected States. • 

No serious law and order, problems were reported on foe agrarian frtmt. How- \ 
ever, there were agitations over issues tike restoration of subsidies, reduction in j 
power tariffs, entry of MNCs, etc. ,/ 

The labour andservices front also did not experience any serious incidents. ;• 
The issue of crime against women and other weaker sections of the society became ! 
one of the major areas of attention of foe government. More than 70 per cent of crime i 
.against Scheduled Castes.was committed In the fores Sates pf Uttar Pradesh, 3 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. *■ ■ ’ - , . ' 

During 1994-95, major security and law apd order challenges -etnanirted foie to/ 
the externally-guided insurgency In Jammu and Kashmir and foe subversive 4ctivir < 
ties of militants of the north-east. Extremist violence in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh/ 
was also a matter of concern. 
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charged with paying huge sums to per¬ 
sons in authority. They were also suspected 
to have got huge payments from the 
Hawala-racket. The CB1 had raided the 
premises of the Jains. Unaccounted cash 
and a secret diary which contained names 
of 115 people, including top politicians, 
bureaucrats and journalists to whom 
money was paid by Jains, was recovered 
during the raids. 

Based on the information, raids were 
conducted and show cause notices were 
served on 50 public servants on Septem¬ 
ber 25. 

| 

BUSINESS CONTROVERSIES 

T HE year had its share of business con¬ 
troversies too. In each of them, impor¬ 
tant issues were raised, pertaining to for¬ 
eign investment, which India is pursu¬ 
ing. 

The Maharashtra government on Au¬ 
gust 3,1995, decided to scrap the contro¬ 
versial 2,015 MW Enron power project at ! 
Dabhol in Ratnagiri district. 

The five reasons stated in defence of 
the cancellation were lack of competitive 
bidding, undue secrecy during negotia¬ 
tions accompanied by a general lack of 


Rupee slumps to new Low 

The rupee on September 14, 1995, crossed the Rs 33.90/dollar mark-to touch 
a low ol Rs 33.90/dollar. Forex dealers said that continuing heavy demand for 
dollars from corporates and external debt payments contributed to the slump of 
rupee. 

Confusion and mayhem continued at the forex markets as the rupee plum¬ 
meted to a low of Rs 35.85 against the dollar on October 20, 1995. 

By October 24, 1995, the RBI was forced to intervene in the forex market by 
pumping in $ 40-50 million. The belated, stronger bid and the persistent RBI support 
of the rupee by selling dollars capped the US greenback’s rise against the Indian 
currency and somewhat stabilised trade at the interbank foreign exchange market 
In New Delhi by October 27, 1995. 

Allaying fears of a continuing downsiide of the rupee, the Commerce Minister 
P. Chidambaram on October 29, 1995, asserted that the recent tali was no more 
than a “correction” and that the rupee can only appreciate hereafter. India’s foreign 
currency reserves which stood at $ 20.80 billion on March 31, 1995, fell to $ 19.6 
bifiion by the end of the first quarter of the current financial year. As on October 6, 
1985, the reserves stood at $ 18.95 billion, a (all of nearly 1.9 bHIion since the 
beginning of the current financial year. 


traasparency, defiance of environmental 
protection norms, acceptance of unnec¬ 
essary expenditre on the project and es¬ 
calation on the cost of electricity that 
would be unfavourable to the people of 
the State. 

Subsequently, Chief Minister 
Manohar Joshi clarified that his govern¬ 
ment had not banned Enron but will re¬ 
negotiate the contract. A cabinet 
committee, comprising the Chief Minis¬ 
ter and Deputy Chief Minister Gopinath 
Munde, would examine the proposals 
from Enron on the basis of the condi¬ 
tions laid down by the government. 

KFC Courts Disaster: The fast-food 
chain Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) was 
ordered to close its first outlet in the 
country in Bangalore and later in Delhi. 
The Pepsi Co Restaurants-owned chain 
was served the closure order by the city 
corporation for serving chicken with al¬ 
legedly high levels of monosodium 
glutamate. However, KFC quickly got a 
stay order from the Karnataka High 
Court and continued to stay open for 
business. 

ITC: After a prolonged controversy, 
things were sorted out between India To¬ 
bacco Company and its foreign partner, BAT. 


Having been absolved of financial ir¬ 
regularities by a special committee consti¬ 
tuted to look into the controversial deals 
entered into by the company’s interna¬ 
tional business division, ITC chairman 
K.L. Chugh announced that he would 
retire on December 31. Asuccessor has not 
been named as yet. The announcement 
came at a joint press conference addressed 
by Chugh and Barry BramJey chairman 
of ITC's UK-based parent company, BAT, 
signalling an end to the long-drawn-out 
conflict between BAT and ITC. 


EDUCATION 

Move to privatise higher 

education 

T HE government wants to encourage 
the corporate sector to fund higher 
I education as the State now plans to ac- 
I cord greater priority to primary education. 
Keeping this in mind the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) has finalised the 
guidelines for the establishment of private 
universities in India. 

The proposals of the government go 
beyond private endowments for libraries 
and chairs or even funds for research and 
development units. Instead, it extend to 
the establishment of universities, a pre¬ 
rogative, so far, enjoyed by the Union and 
State governments. 

Centre will expand open education: 
The Centre proposes to extend open learn¬ 
ing facilities in a phased manner, at the 
secondary level, all over the country. The 
allocation in the education department has 
been raised to Rs 1,825 crore from Rs 
1,549.46 crore last year. 

The bulk of the money will be spent 
on elementary and higher education. 
The outlay for education would be 
raised to six per cent of the GNP, from 
the present level of 3.7 per cent, by the 
year 2000., 

The outlay for elementary education has 
been increased by 245 per cent to Rs 651 
crore. The allocation of "Operation Black¬ 
board" has been increased by 30 per cent. 


fill JANUARY ‘96 COMPETITION MASTER 





THE COMPETITION 









ft. MASTER GUtDE-ftaftray Ssrvtoe 
Cocii yMtoi Eitwniwfiow fit 60.00 

BaiSc RtufcM&onsry Ofltosr*' 


5000 

V 

2L’£war4JMtf flMas»rfK«^«sa 


.^a#*«9iM*w 

m 

moo 

• t 

'ijpRsr 

Rs moo 

4i HMBoning 

Rs 

66.60 

5. Topical Essays 



(For IAS, PCS, and other Hjtfw 



oaels ^imlnaiJons} 

Rs 

6000 


4 Ottfosat Essays 
fTnr tfiimt vtmr < teg »it <•<«— : 

BA., BSe., B.Com., SfeKlsMtof 

mown uvwowQira$ ano nir 

c omo etH i ve ExBndMHD^ fife 46,00 


* How to Study and Tak* Exams Rs 


t; 




*J.*ASTERGtftDE- 

Racrutment Board Exam 
torCtert®, etc. Rs 60.00 

12. MASTER GUIDE—Staff Selector! 

Cormrfesion Clerks' Grade 

E x aro l na t fan Rs 60.00 


H 8 TA 6 E FREE! 
HttoBte ortiervafciatolfeB&Bearinof*. 
IBmim arid fin iftjBBlMNMBlft jmmBngsi If ■ 
BinEBHfViBBlB liamRMlBflB tm&B 


1996 EDITIONS 











SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


LABOUR 

National body on child labour set 
up 

A S part of measures to eliminate child 
labour in hazardous industries by the 
turn of the century, the government has 
set up a National Authority on Child 
Labour. A provision of Rs 850 crore has 
been made for the authority. 

As a first step, the National Author¬ 
ity would identify all hazardous indus¬ 
tries where children were employed and 
concentrate efforts to take them away from 
the same. A total of 15,000 schools are also 
being set up in different parts of the coun¬ 
try to rehabilitate child labour. The gov¬ 
ernment is also considering providing 
compensation to families whose wards 
were withdrawn from hazardous jobs. 

HEALTH 

Ban on sale of organs for 
transplants 

T HE government of India notified "The 
Organ Transplantation Act" on Febru¬ 
ary 4, banning the sale of human organs, 
while making kidney, liver and heart trans¬ 
plants affordable for Indians. The new law 
has re-directed brain-dead cadavers as the 
proper source of all transplantable organs. 
Every well-preserved cadaver can 


save six lives since the heart, livers, pan¬ 
creas, two kidneys, bone marrow and other 
organs can be harvested from it according 
to Dr P. \fenugopal, who performed India's 
first successful heart transplant in 1994. 

High Mortality rate in India 

T WO million children out of 25 mil¬ 
lion bom every year in India die within 
a year, according to a UNICEF report. 

Though the country has made tre¬ 
mendous progress in reducing its infant- 
mortality rate, from 129 per thousand in 
1971 to 79 per thousand in 1992, the deaths 
continue due to malnutrition and avoid¬ 
able infections. Children in India continue 
to face unequal chances of survival de¬ 
pending upon the place of birth. Infant 
mortality ranges from 17 per thousand live 
births in Kerala to 114 in Orissa. An esti¬ 
mated 38.8 million people live below pov¬ 
erty line in urban areas and it is estimated 
that 15 million to 16 million children live in 
conditions of acute deprivations with inad¬ 
equate access to basic health-care, nutrition, 
safe drinking water and education. 

PUNNING 

Planning Commission dilutes 
appraisal document 

T HE Planning Commission placed its 
mid-term appraisal of the Eighth Five- 
Year Plan under wraps and decided to 


High inflation oause for rupee erosion 

As per the data of the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) high inflationary 
pressures have led to the erosion of the rupee to 41.66 paise In urban India. 

Ajmer has registered the higherst price rise of 171 per cent leading to the 
steepest fall in the velue of the rupee at 36.90 paise among the 59 urban centres 
for which CSO has released data up to December 1994. 

As against the national average price rise of 140 per cent, Satnbalpur in Orissa 
registered the lowest rise, of 115 per cent. Here, the purchasing power of the rupee 
was the highest at 46.51 paise relative to the consumer rupee of 1994-95. 

Among the four metropolises, Madras^ recorded the steepest fall in the value of 
rupee, owing to highest price rise during the period, with die rupee commanding a 
value of only 37.7 paise. 

■ Bombay recorded a price rise of 143 per oent leading to fail in the real worth 
of the rupee to 4l.t5 paise. ' . 


come out with a sanitised and palatable 
version of the document. 

The mid-term appraisal had taken a 
rather critical view of the Eighth Plan 
implementation as also the structural ad¬ 
justment policies of die Narasimha Rao 
Government. 

Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Commission, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, a 
member of the Commission, Mr G.V. 
Ramakrishna observed that no dilution of 
the document should take place while 
making the editorial changes. Mr 
Ramakrishna disclosed that as a result of 
the structural adjustment policies, the sav¬ 
ings rate and investment rate had gone 
down and unemployment and poverty 
had increased. 

The Planning Commission suggested 
to the government to restrict its attempt to 
control the fiscal deficit which could im¬ 
pair economic growth. Instead the gov¬ 
ernment should aim to cut down its rising 
revenue deficit. 

Decontrol of oil sector favoured 

T HE Sunder Rajan Committee ap¬ 
pointed by the Ministry of Petroleum 
recommended the total deregulation of all 
the oil industry sectors by removing die Ad¬ 
ministered Price Mechanism (APM). 

The report, "Hydrocarbon perspec¬ 
tive: 2010" has stated that die main thrust 
of the government's structural reforms 
now lay in eliminating remaining barriers 
to industrial production, investment and 
import of technology. 

Population below poverty line 
drops to 25% 

A CCORDING to a World Bank report, 
"Social indicators of development 
1995", the percentage of population be¬ 
low the poverty line has been reduced from 
43 per cent in 1970-75 to 25 per cent in 
1988-93. 

The upper poverty line has been 
pegged at an annual income of Rs 1,296 in 
1985-93. 

Life expectancy rose to 61 years in 1988- 
93 against 55 in 1980-85 and 50 in 1970-75. 
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The figures show that only 31 per cent 
of the population had access to safe water 
in 1970-75, which increased to 74.5 per cent 
in’1988-93. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
India-USA 

T HE momentum given to furthering of 
ties between USA and India, with the 
visit of Prime Minister Rao in May 1994, 
was maintained. US Energy Secretary, Ms 
Hazel O’Leary, visited India and several 
MoUs for cooperation in energy related 
areas marked the visit. On April 18,1995, 
India and USA signed an agreement, 
"Common Agenda on Environment", to 
share perspectives and positions on glo¬ 
bal environmental issues. 

The First Lady of USA, Mrs Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, arrived on March 27, 
1995, on a "goodwill visit". During her 
visit she announced that India would be 
the first country to benefit from the 10-year 
$ 100 million USAID girls and women's edu¬ 
cation initiative that she announced at the 
Copenhagen Social Summit. 

India's External Affairs Minister, Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee, made visit to USA in June 
1995, in wake of the Charar-e-Sharief inci¬ 
dent. America endorsed the polls in Kash¬ 
mir as well as the Indian contention that the 
Kashmir dispute was a bilateral affair. 

While presenting the 1995 National 
Trade Estimate Report on foreign trade bar¬ 
riers, US Trade Representative, Mr Mickey 
Kantor, expressed his grievance over In¬ 
dia still having too many trade restrictions. 
He, however, acknowledged that India 
had removed several since liberalisation. 

The report lists America's trade griev¬ 
ances against over 40 developed and de¬ 
veloping countries, The chapter on India 
says among other things, that despite re¬ 
cent tariff reductions and liberalisation of 
quantitative restrictions, India's ban on 
consumer goods imports, quantitative re¬ 
strictions under the negative imports list, 
and high tariffs, remain a serious impedi¬ 
ment to US trade, especially in agricul¬ 
tural and consumer items. 


Foreign Policy setback: The US Senate, 
on September 21, 1995, passed Clinton 
administration’s proposal for supplying arms 
worth 368 million dollars to Pakistan. 

The amendment, moved by Republi¬ 
can Senator Hank Brown, aims at supply¬ 
ing Pakistan with three P-3C-II maritime 
surveillance and strike aircraft, along with 
28 Harpoon anti-ship missiles with a range 
ot 120 km, 360 AIM-9L sidewinder air-to- 
air missiles, 18 C-Nite, night-sighting and 
targetting kits for Cobra attack helicop¬ 
ters, 24 M-J98 towed Howitzers and four 
AN/TPQ 36 artillery locating radars. 

A section in the senate warned that 
any such move would force India to go in 
for similar weapons, unleashing a new 
arms race in South Asia, while others ar¬ 
gued that fairplay demanded that Paki¬ 
stan should get the military equipment it 
had already paid for. 

India-South Africa 

E JDIA'S relations with South Africa be- 
ame stronger with the visit of President 
Nelson Mandela to New Delhi on January 
25, 1995. He was the Chief Guest at the 
Republic Day parade. This was Dr Mandela's 
first visit to India after becoming the Presi¬ 
dent of SouthAfrica. Tltree agreements were 
signed to provide framework for ali-encom- 
passing cooperation, especially in the politi¬ 
cal and economic spheres. 

India-Sri Lanka 

T HE visit of President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka helped re¬ 
establish the friendly and mutually ben¬ 
eficial ties with India. To boost the eco¬ 
nomic cooperation between the two 
countries Ms Kumaratunga proposed a 
free-trade and investment agreement. 

India-lran 

P RESIDENT of Iran, Mr Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, visited India in 
April, 1995. The major thrust of his visit 
was on consolidating and diversifying 
economic and trade cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

This was the first visit of an Iranian 


President to India, after the Islamic revo¬ 
lution of 1979. 

India, Iran and Turkmenistan signed an 
important memorandum that will provide 
rail and road access to Indian goods to Cen¬ 
tral Asia, through Iran, and vice versa. 

India-Pakistan 

W ITH Pakistan, the usual tensions and 
misunderstandings continued be¬ 
cause of Islamabad's obstinacy and basic 
hostility towards India. The relations suf¬ 
fered another blow when, in January 1995, 
Pakistan asked India to close down its 
Consulate-General Office in Karachi. 

Charging Pakistan with indulging in 
and encouraging all forms of terrorism— 

| both abroad and at home—India said on 
j September 29,1995, at the United Nations, 

! that Islamabad deserved to be condemned 
| by the international community for such 
j actions. 

Pakistan was indulging in all forms 
j and manifestations of terrorism—cross 
j border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir 
| and Afghanistan, State terrorism against 
I ethnic minorities in Sindh and had clear 
linkages with international terrorism— 
Indian representative Ms Manimekalai 
told the UN General Assembly. 

India-Russia 

India and Russia signed eight accords 
in various fields on December 23, 1994, 
l during the visit of Russian Prime Minister 
Mr Viktor Chernomyrdin. The accords 
were designed to give impetus to India- 
Russia bilateral relations. 

A protocol signed in New Delhi on 
July 6,1995, by External Affairs Minister 
Pranab Mukherjee and the visiting Rus¬ 
sian Deputy Prime Minister Mr Youri E 
Yarov, stated that India and the Russian 
Federation have decided to expedite work 
on finalising the supplement to the agree¬ 
ment entered into by the erstwhile USSR 
river six years ago on cooperation in the 
construction of a nuclear power plant in 
Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu. 

During Mr Pranab Mukherjee's visit 
to Russia, in August, he discussed with 
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his counterpart Andrei Kozyrev a wide 
range of bilateral, regional and interna¬ 
tional issues. This was first full-format 
Indo-Russian negotiations at foreign min¬ 
isters' level since the breakup of USSR. 

Indta-China 

R ELATIONS with India and China too 
improved during the year. On March 
4,1995, India and China reached an agree¬ 
ment to open two more points along the bor¬ 
der at Nathu la in the Sikkim sector and 
another in the middle sector, for meetings 
between their military personnel. 

On July 17, Home Minister S.B. 
Chavan, on a week-long visit to China, 
reiterated India’s willingness to continue 
to work with China to maintain substan¬ 
tive contacts m all areas. 

A meeting of the Sino-lndian Joint 
Working Croup (JWG) on the border ques¬ 
tion yielded a breakthrough at New Delhi 
on A ugust 20, when both countries agreed 
to pull back troops at four points on the 
Arunachnl Pradesh border. The agreement 
ended a 33-year-old eycball-to-eyeball 
deployment where the two forces are sepa¬ 
rated by as less as 50 to 100 yards. 

India-Bangladesh 

I NDIA and Bangladesh share some con¬ 
tentious issues for which solutions have 
not been found. They are i) the issue of 
sharing of Ganga waters, ii) illegal migra¬ 
tion into India, and iii) India's proposal for 
a rail and road corridor to the isolated north¬ 
east. Attempt, were made during the year to 
solve the issues but success was elusive. 

Talks between India and Bangladesh 
ended at Dhaka on June 25,1995, with¬ 
out any breakthrough on the issue of 
sharing Ganga waters. It was, however, 
agreed to reactivate the Joint Rivers 
Commission (JRC) to work out details 
on sharing of the waters of common riv¬ 
ers, including the Ganga, on a perma¬ 
nent basis. 

Bangladesh High Commissioner to 
India Shafi Sami disclosed on October 13, 
1995, that his country was ready to take 
back Chakma refugees settled in Tripura. 


However, the offer would not be kept open 
for an indefinite period. 

Mr Sami, who had earlier visited the 
refugee camps, said conditions were now 
favourable for the return of Chakma refu¬ 
gees who had left the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts in Bangladesh in 1986 and taken 
shelter in Tripura. 

India-France 

P RIME Minister PV. Narasimha Rao's 
four-day visit to France from June 11, 
1995, provided the much needed impetus 
to Indo-Frenrh relations. The parleys 
yielded several agreements and set the 
stage for accelerating French investment 
in India, apart from obtaining support of 
India's stand on Kashmir 

India and France also resolved their 
differences over the 780-MW Dulhasti 
power project and the issue of outstand¬ 
ing claims on the HBJ pipeline, paving the 
way tor work to recommence soon on the 
project in the Kishtwar region of Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

A reassurance was given to the French 
industry that India's liberalisation policy 
would remain unchanged despite the 
emergence of non-Congress Governments 
in many States. 

India-Denmark 

P RIME Minister of Denmark, Mr Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen, visited India on 
September 7, 1995, on a 11-day visit. A 
whole lot of issues, including Indo-Pak 
relations, non-proliferation and UN re¬ 
forms, figured in Mr Rasmussen's talks 
with the Indian leaders. 

While addressing membes of CII, the 
Danish Prime Minister said that Denmark 
was extending a $ 5 million soft credit line 
to India, in addition to the $ 10 million 
credit line agreed to in early 1995. 

lndia*Switzerland 

A high level Swiss team led by the 
JTlSwiss Vice-President and Minister 
for Economic Affairs, Mr Jean Pascal 
Delamuraz, arrived in New Delhi on Feb¬ 
ruary 4,1995 . It was first high level del¬ 


egation from Switzerland in many years. 
Since the opening of the new economic 
environment, Switzerland has consoli¬ 
dated its position as one of the major trade 
and investment partners of India. It has 
become the 15th largest buyer of Indian 
goods. More than 200 new agreements 
with Indian firms have been approved 
since mid 1991. 

India*ltaly 

P RESIDENT of Italy, Mr Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro visited India on a four-day 
State visit on February 10,1995. His visit 
coincided with the Indian Engineering 
Trade Fare, held in New Delhi, for which 
Italy was the partner country this time. Presi¬ 
dent Scalfaro was the first Italian President 
to visit Lidia since Wbrld War H. 

India-Egypt 

I NDIA and Egypt opened a new chapter 
in Iheir relations on October 16, 1995, 
with the signing of three landmark agree¬ 
ments during Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao's two-day visit to Cairo. 

The umbrella accord to combat ter¬ 
rorism is aimed to tackle all forms of crimi¬ 
nal acts, particularly terrorist, 
trans-national and organised crimes. The 
two countries will exchange information, 
experiences and techniques to check the 
menace and is the first between India and 
an Arab country. 

Agreements on science and techno¬ 
logical cooperation, and to develop com¬ 
prehensive cooperation in the field on 
information were also signed. 

India-Turkey 

P RESIDENT of Turkey, Mr 
Suleyman Demirel, visited India on 
January 30, 1995, on a four-day official 
visit. His visit helped in strengthening bi¬ 
lateral relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. The visit was also important in India's 
broader pursuit of strengthening relations 
with member-countries of tire Organisation 
of felamicConferenoe (OIC). Turkey is among 
the four countries which form the OIC's 
"contact group" for Kasiunir. 
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Round-up of International Affairs 


1995 M A NUTSHELL 

The world saw some dramatic developments during the year. While peace 
Initiatives were made in some places, in others strife continued. The United Nations 
turned fifty years old amid questions about its future. The organisation faced not 
•only a financial crisis, but questions about its own relevance. 

Almost as soon as the nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) was signed, 
China and France resumed their nuclear tests, inviting global outrage. Both coun¬ 
tries refused to stop the tests, showing the hypocrisy of the nuclear powers 

In West Asia, the messenger of peace, Yitzhak Rabin, was assassinated, it 
was expected, however, that the peace process would not suffer. 

There was a hope in Bosnia too. A peace initiative was launched to end 
Europe's worst conflict since World War II. Whether it would succeed remained to 
be seen. Chechnya too looked for a solution amid reports that chemical weapons 
had been used in several areas. 

World summits continued during the year. The First Social Summit brought 
forth a declaration to end poverty, but it was not clear who would fund the programme. 
The Eighth SAARC Summit finally got down to business and decided to establish 
a preferential trade agreement. The UN's conference on women in Beijing brought 
in focus issues relating to women. 

International economy, which had got severe jolts from the Mexican crisis, saw 
the alignment of trading blocs and trade wars between nations. The Barings bank 
collapse showed how fragile the system was. 

Nearer home, Sri Lanka mounted an offensive against the LTTE , while Paki¬ 
stan faced trouble in Karachi. Nepal saw a change of government, in Myanmar, 
there were signs of change too, as the pro-democracy leader, Suu Kyi, was re¬ 
leased after six years of house arrest. 

In Qatar, the crown prince overthrew the Emir, while in Iraq, Saddam Hussein 
was distressed when his family members fled the country. 


U.N. TURNS FIFTY 

T HE United Nations celebrated its 50th 
anniversary on June 25, 1995, amid 
concern about the world body's tattered 
finances and growing scepticism over its 
effectiveness. 

Overshadowing the anniversary was 
the perilous state of the 185-nation body 
and the growing hostility towards the 
United Nations by the Republican-domi¬ 
nated US Congress. 

The three-day UN special commemo¬ 
rative session on the 50th anniversary from 
22-24 October, 1995, was attended by a 
gathering of 185 heads of State and gov¬ 
ernment. Adopted at the end of the ses¬ 
sion was a six-part declaration urging a 


redirection of the UN to greater service of 
mankind, especially those who are suffer¬ 
ing and deprived. 

The declaration focuses on devel¬ 
opment, peace and equality, and 
pledges to give the 21st century, a UN, 
equipped, financed and structured 
effectively. It also calls on the inter¬ 
national community to defeat com¬ 
mon threats as terrorism, 
transnational organized crime, illicit 
trade in arms and the production, 
consumption and trafficking of nar¬ 
cotics. 

The declaration maintains that global 
peace, security and stability are futile unless 
the economic and social needs of the people 
all over the world are addressed. 


TROUBLE SPOTS 

TN Bosnia the fighting continued. In be- 
JLtween there were efforts to bring peace 
but all were futile. Serbs continued to lash 
out aggressively. They blocked relief con¬ 
voys, shelled Muslim cities and even took 
several UN Protection Force troops hos¬ 
tage in retaliation to the NATO airstrikes. 
The UN hostages were released by Serbs 
after hectic negotiations and bargaining, 
resulting in lot of humiliation tor the UN. 

USA stepped-up its efforts in Octo¬ 
ber, 1995. Rival leaders in former Yugosla¬ 
via were flown to Dayton, Ohio in USA, 
on November 1,1995, for peace talks. After 
hectic negotiations the US negotiator, Ri¬ 
chard Holbrook, managed to broker 
ceasefire till the peace talks concluded. 

The US plan for Bosnia en\ isages loc¬ 
ation of two democratic entities witiiin the 
present territorial limits of Bosnia. One will 
be Bosnia-Herzegovina, consisting of the 
Croat-Muslim federation; the second will 
be SRPSKA, an autonomous republic of 
Serbs. The peace plan insists that the two 
will continue to be part of a single coun¬ 
try called Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

After more than three weeks oi ne¬ 
gotiations and extensive US 
pressurisation the warring factions 
signed a peace agreement which, hope¬ 
fully, would help bring peace back. 

In Chechnya, although the Russians 
gained control of most Chechen towns, 
the rebel leader, Mr Dzokhar Dudayev, still 
hides in the mountains. Peace talks held 
in Grozny, on May 25, 1995, under the 
auspices of the Organisation for Security 
and Co-Operation in Europe, failed. Rus¬ 
sia wanted Chechens to surrender their 
weapons; but the Chechens wanted Rus¬ 
sia to pull out all its troops and grant a 
general amnesty to all its citizens involved 
in the fighting. 

Russia is likely to suffer for many 
years from its self-inflicted Chechen 
wound, a State which has seen unprec- 
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edented repression by the Russians. 

Unless a political solution is found, 
the war is expected to continue for many 
years. Russian President Yeltsin's brutal 
handling of the crisis lias only alienated 
the Chechens. 

In Afghanistan, the UN special en¬ 
voy, Mr Mahmood Mestiri achieved a 
major breakthrough on February 11,1995, 
when the warring Islamic factions agreed 
to form a multi-party governing council 
to replace the government headed by Presi¬ 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani. President 
Rabbani initially agreed to step down for 
the Council to take charge, but, on Febru¬ 
ary 19, 1995, refused saying that he will 
stop down only if the powerful new mili¬ 
tia, the Taliban, is included in the new 
Council. 

On October 8, 1995, the Talibans re¬ 
jected a UN plea for a limited ceasefire in 
war-ravaged Afghanistan and vowed to 
attack Kabul to oust Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. The laliban. comprising mostly 
youth lrom Madrasas and Islamic Semi¬ 
naries, now loosely control more than one- 
third ol Afghanistan, including the 
strategic western city of Herat not tar from 
the Iranian border. 

The prospects ol peace in Ireland also 
increased with the announcement of com¬ 
plete cessation, by the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), of military operations. 

On February 22, 1995, Britain and 
Ireland launched the new Northern Ire¬ 
land peace plan. The framework document 
promises that Britain and Ireland would 
drop rival constitutional claims to the 
province, putting the onus on the pro- 
British Protestant majority and Catholic 
, nationalist minority to work out a new 
.future together. 

1 Pakistan continued to face problems 
of domestic violence. At Karachi, 
Pakistan's commercial capital, Prime Min¬ 
ister Benazir Bhutto's troubles were most 
evident. Karachi has become a blood- ! 
soaked city where about a dozen people j 
are gunned down every day. Mohajirs, 
who form the majority in Karachi, are 
■ clamouring for their rights even as the ! 
Mohajir Quami Movement (MQM) is di- ' 


vided into warring factions. Most blood- j 
shed is attributed to their rivalry. How- j 
ever, several clashes take place between I 
MQM factions and Ms Bhutto's PPP fac- j 
tions. There art* threats of Karachi closing i 
down indefinitely. Two US diplomats were , 
killed in Karachi on March 8, 1995. On j 
March 10, atleast ten people were killed l 
in a bomb and machine gun attack on a j 
crowded Shiite Muslim mosque. A fresh j 
spate of violence was sparked off by the ! 
alleged gang rape of the sister of an un- 
j derground MQM activist. 

| The four-member MQM delegation 
, parleyed with the government team ! 
i headed by Law and Parliamentary Affairs | 
i Minister, Mr Nabi Dad Khan in Islamabad I 
on July 11, 1995. 

Following no headway with the 
MQM led by the London-based Mr Altaf 
Hussein, the government is seeking to 
have the Moha|iis bring out a change in 
its leadership so that other options are 
thrown up to bring peace in the trouble- 
torn southern port city. 

A prolonged spel I of violence has cost 
! the Pakistan economy dearly. The port city 
! of Karachi, which is Pakistan's commcr- 
; aal and industrial hub, has witnessed a 
1 flight of capital. 

Peace had got a chance in West Asia 
' with the arrival ot Yasser Arafat at the au 
i tonomous Gaza Strip on July 1,1994, after 
27 years of exile. Israel and Palestine Lib- 
: eration Organisation (PLO), on Septem¬ 
ber 24,1995, agreed to expand Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank. 

The agreement covers redeployment 
of Israeli troops outside Palestinian areas 
on the West Bank and handing over civil 
powers. It allows Palestinians to run their 
own affairs in the Gaza strip and West 
Bank. 

Israel's parliament on October 6,1995, 
narrowly ratified an agreement giving the 
PLO control over West Bank cities after 28 
years of Israeli occupation. 

Israel on October 15,1995, agreed to 
accelerate its withdrawal from West Bank 
towns, clearing the way for Palestinian 
elections by January 22,19%. 

Jenin, in the north of die West Bank, 


was the first of the six Palestinian towns 
which the Army quit under the self-rule 
deal signed in Washington on September 
28, 1995. 

In Sri Lanka the coming to power of 
Ms Chandrika Kumaratunga brought in new 
hopes for solving the Tamil problem. The 
start was very encouraging. LTTE declared a 
unilateral “ceasefire" to mark the swearing- 
in ceremony of the new President. 

However the truce failed on April 19, 
1995. Tamil terrorists rained renewed at¬ 
tacks. On April 28 and 29,1995, they shot 
down two Sri Lankan Air Force planes, 
killing 95 persons on board. Things, thus, 
moved back to square one. 

Ch August 3, 1995, President 
Kumaratunga proposed a peace package 
under which the status of the country was 
to change to "union of regions". She also 
proposed the merger of tire Tamil-major- 
ity northern and eastern provinces. The 
LTTF, however, rejected the package. 

Government troops launJied a ma- 
|or offensive against LTTF on October 17, 
| 1995. By November 22, 1995 the troops 
, captured Jaffna, the stronghold of LTTE, 
, after fierce fighting. Fall of Jaffna was a 
J major setback lor LTTE. 


! CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
j First World Summit on social 
; development 

I 

T HE first world summit on social de¬ 
velopment, held in Copenhagen, 
| ended on March 13, 1995. A 10-point 
I declaration and a programme of action 
: against poverty, unemployment and 
i social injustices was approved. 

The non-binding declaration was 
i agreed in the two-day weekend session 
; attended by 118 Heads of State and gov- 
j eminent, out of 184 countries represented. 

Its significance was in putting social 
; considerations on the world agenda in the 
| same way the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 
| brought environmental concerns to the fore 
I in 1992. Some nations, however; felt it rein- 
I forced a western power structure, embodied 
1 in the International Monetary Fund and 
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Vtorfd Bank, that restricted rather tlian raised 
up developing nations. 

The Copenhagen declaration was 
criticised for failing to provide new fi¬ 
nancial resources. 

Eighth SAARC Summit 

T HE seven-member South Asian Asso¬ 
ciation for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) at their eighth summit which con¬ 
cluded at New Delhi on May 4, 1995, de¬ 
cided to establish a South Asian Preferential 
Trade Agreement (SAPTA) by December 8, 
1995, to coincide with the 10th anniversary 
of the formation of the SAARC. ' 

The Foreign Ministers were unani¬ 
mous on the need to boost intra-region 
trade, which is worth about $ 3 billion at 
present. 

Details were worked out to raise tire 
level of intra-SAARC trade trom a meagre 
3 per cent of the total trade figures of the 
members. A final list of 222 items was ap¬ 
proved by the heads of States in New 
Delhi. India is on top of the list with 106 
items, followed by Pakistan with 35, Sri 
Lanka 31, Maldives 17, Nepal 14, 
Bangladesh 12 and Bhutan 7. 

Thedraft declaration expressed grave 
concern over the spread ol terrorism in 
South Asia and urged member States to 
enact suitable legislation to give effect to 
the SAARC Convention on Suppression 
of Terrorism. 

The summit rejected Pakistan's de¬ 
mand to amend the SAARC charter to 
include discussions on bilateral matters 
following President Farooq Leghari's in¬ 
direct references to Kashmir. 

Halifax Summit 

T HE seven richest countries—the US, 
Japan, Germany, France, the UK, Italy 
and Canada—held their annual economic 
summit at Halifax, Canada, from 15-17 
June, 1995. 

Little mutual accommodation was 
visible between the US and Japan in their 
bitter trade dispute. Japan, plagued by 
the rising value of the yen, was left to 
search for its own solution, and little 
was done to evaluate the impact on the 


global economy in an environment 
where world markets tend to be increas¬ 
ingly integrated. 

It was agreed upon to double the $ 58 
billion IMF credit lund that would be used 
to bail out countries on the verge of bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

UN Women's Conference 

O N September 4,1995, about 5,000 del¬ 
egates from 189 countries gathered at 
Beijing to attend a 12-day UN Conference 
on Women Earlier, on August 30, 1995, 
almost 26,000 women participated in a 
parallel Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGO) Forum, 50 km away from the main 
conference venue. 

The issues discussed covered a broad 
spectrum involving women—economic 
opportunities, health, reproductive rights, 
human rights, poverty, status of women, 
literacy, violence against women and 
women's share in political decision-mak¬ 
ing. Also in focus was the girl child, 

MENA Summit 

T HE Middle-East/North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit opened on 
October 29,1995 at Amman, Jordan. King 
Hussein of Jordan said that the meeting 
aimed to provide the economic underpin¬ 
nings tor peace. 

The three-day summit brought to¬ 
gether leaders of Israel, Egypt and Jordan 
and senior officials from USA and Russia. 
Syria and Lebanon, the two Arab coun¬ 
tries yet to have a peace pact with Israel, 
boycotted the summit. 

The Amman meeting came one year 
after the Israeli-Arab Casablanca summit 
in Morocco. The Israel-PLO accord over 
West Bank also contributed to the holding 
of the summit. 

Non-Aligned Summit 

I NDIA won a spectacular victory at the 
Uth non-aligned summit at Cartagena 
in Columbia in its lone battle against the 
monopoly of the nuclear powers over 
atomic weapons. The three-day Cartagena 
summit from 18-20 October 1995 was at¬ 
tended by 113 countries. 


Pakistan suffered a major setback 
when the NAM summit frustrated 
Islamabad’s attempt to seek mediation 
in Kashmir and unequivocally con¬ 
demned all kinds of support to terrorist 
activities. 

The heads of State and government 
disapproved political, diplomatic, moral 
or material support to terrorist activities, 
particularly across the border. 

The summit was critical of economic 
i conditions imposed on developing coun¬ 
tries, opposed interventionism and called 
for a joint fight against racism and xono- 
! phobia which marginalised the Third 
| World. 

I 

! NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 
i NPT Extended 

T HF Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), was extended indefinitely m 
! May 1995, giving only five nations the 
i right to pursue their nuclear programmes 
Israel, India and Pakistan, the three "thresh¬ 
old States" which have nuclear capability, 
held out. India's argument is that the NPT is 
discriminatory, dividing the world into 
nuclear haves and have-nots 

The hypocrisy of the nuclear States 
became clear almost as soon as the NPT 
was signed. China went ahead with its 

Another peacemaker falls 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel was shot dead by a Jewish far- 
right extremist at a rally in Tel Aviv on 
November 5, 1995. He was the first 
Prime Minister of Israel to be assassi¬ 
nated since the country was created in 
1948, 

Minutes before being shot, Mr 
Rabin had given a speech declaring that 
the time for Israeli-Arab peace had 
come at last. s 

Tlie assassination stunned a na¬ 
tion that had never known a high-level 
political killing. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres was named as the new 
Prime Minister of Israel. 
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nuclear bomb testing and France did the 
same, showing that the nuclear powers 
were not serious in reducing their weap¬ 
ons. 

France set off a nuclear blast on Sep¬ 
tember 5, 1995, beneath a remote South 
Pacific atoll, beginning a series of upto 
eight nuclear tests. 

This was followed by a 110 kilotonne 
blast, more than five times powerful than 
the first one, on Fangataufa atoll on Octo¬ 
ber 2,1995, again drawing worldwide con¬ 
demnation. 

The blast on Mururoa atoll ended a 
three-year French moratorium on nuclear 
tests, that had been joined by all of the 
world's nuclear powers except China, 
which had set off an underground nuclear 
blast on August 17, 1995. 

The French tests unleashed a global 
wave of anger. Chile and New Zealand 
recalled their ambassadors from Paris in 
protest. The White House urged a halt to 
any other tests and Japan said it regarded 
the test as "extremely regrettable". 

China exploded its second under¬ 
ground nuclear device this year on Au¬ 
gust 17,1995, evoking sharp reactions from 


World Trade Organisation 

The World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) came into effect from January 
1, 1995, with the backing of 85 found¬ 
ing members, including India. 

WTO, with the power to settle trade 
diaputea between nations and to widen 
the principle of free trade to sectors 
•such as services and agriculture, cov¬ 
ers more areas than QATT, whose rule 
had been in operation for the last 47 
'years. WTO envisages the reduction 
4f tariffs by more than one-third and is 
concerned with the further opening of 
the markets. 

tbdla joined the WTO by promul¬ 
gation, of two Presidential ordinances 
amenCBng flw Patents Act, 1970. How-, 
ever, the ordinances lapsed in May, 
1995 as the Fielya Sabha did not sup¬ 
port the MD to change the. Patentsi ASs, 
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the international community. 

This was China’s 43rd test since the 
detonation of its first atomic bomb in 1964, 
and was conducted at the Lop Nor nuclear 
test centre in the north-west province of 
Xinjiang. 

Pact on Nuclear reactors with 
North Korea 

T HE US and North Korea signed an 
agreement on June 13,1995, on imple¬ 
mentation of a nuclear accord aimed at 
dismantling the Communist country's 
nuclear programme. 

The accord which came after several 
days of tense talks provides for a central 
role to the Korean Peninsula Energy De¬ 
velopment Organisation (Kedo) to provide 
two light-water nuclear reactors to North 
Korea. 

The main stumbling block was North 
Korea's unwillingness to receive the reac¬ 
tors from South Korea. A way out of the 
precarious situation was found as a result 
of a compromise that reactors will be offi¬ 
cially supplied by Kedo. This international 
consortium, consisting of US, Japanese and 
South Korean firms was set up in compli¬ 
ance with the American-North Korean 
agreement signed in Geneva. 


INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 

T HE world economic order came for 
scrutiny during the period. Mexico's 
economic crisis showed that the world's 
financial system was dangerously fragile. 
Following the crash of its economy to¬ 
wards the end of 1994, the US bailed it out 
with a $20 billion relief package on Janu¬ 
ary 30,1995, along with $ 30 billion from 
IMF and the Bank of International Settle¬ 
ments. As Mexico, once thought of as a 
model of free market reform, starts afresh 
and reconstructs its economy, fears of simi¬ 
lar collapse in other countries become very 
real. 

Mexico's economic crisis prompted 
many to question what went wrong with 
a country so clearly headed for sustained 
prosperity? 

. Mexico overspent, As growth accel¬ 


erated, due to reforms launched by former 
President Carlos Salinas, spending soared. 
Companies bought foreign-made equip¬ 
ment, the government invested in roads 
and other infrastructure and consumers 
binged on imported goods. 

But, Mexico's exports didn't keep 
pace with imports, resulting in a rising 
trade deficit. The shortfall in Mexico's 
current account rose from $ 7.5 billion 
in 1990 to an estimated $ 28 billion in 
1994. 

Investment flows into Mexico 
slowed sharply. Mutual funds and other 
institutional investors diversified into 
other emerging markets. 

On December 20,1994, the new gov¬ 
ernment of President Zedillo lowered 
[ the support floor for the Peso. On De- 
j cember 22, the government scrapped its 
| Peso defence entirely. The new policy 
i was intended to shore up confidence, 
but resulted in panic selling of stocks 
and bonds. It touched off a cycle of 
currency and market plunges that sub¬ 
sided only after USA announced a res¬ 
cue package in mid-January, 1995. 

Barings Collapse: Ail major Asian 
i markets tumbled on February 27, 1995, 

| following the collapse of the 233-year 
| old London finance house Barings Pic, 

; which was hit by atleast $ 800 million in 
! losses after a gamble on derivatives by 
j 28-yea r-old Singapore-based trader Nick 
i Leeson. 

"Derivatives" is a term that applies to a 
huge range of trading instruments such as 
swaps, options and futures, which derive 
their value from underlying financial assets 
such as bonds, currencies, shares and com¬ 
modities. Leeson had done his derivative 
deals in the hope that the Tokyo index would 
go up. But, it slided thus making the bank 
bankrupt. 

Founded in 1762, Barings was one of 
Britain's oldest, most prestigious investment 
banks which lists Queen Elizabeth fl among 
its clients. It was described in 1818, by the 
French statesman, the Duke de Richelieu, as 
the sixth great power in Europe, alongside 
England, France, Russia, Austria and 
Prussia. 
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Developing Countries worse off than 
in 1990: According to UN Conference on 
Tirade and Development (UNCTAD) re¬ 
port, the world's least developed coun¬ 
tries (LCDs), 32 of them in Africa, face a 
gloomy economic future because of wars 
and political instability. The highlights of 
the report are: 

. ■ The overall economic growth rate 
in the LDCs was only 1.4 per cent in 1994, 
compared with 3.3 per cent in 1993. 

■ The combined population of the 
LDCs is estimated at 560 million, or one 
tenth of the world's papulation. 

■ The average per capita income in 
LDCs in 1993 was $ 300, compared to more 
than $ 1100 in the developing world as a 
whole and $ 22,000 in industrialised coun¬ 
tries. 

The report says that the LDCs will 
continue to need substantial aid flows and 
other external support. 

tiuman SK^wipniBni iwpon w 

The Human. Development Report, 
1995 of the UNDP shows India in a 
poor light, India has beer) ranked 134 
among 174 countries in the Human 
Development index (HOI), which takes 
into account We expectancy, literacy 
and adjusted real GDP per capita. 

in the Gender-related Develop¬ 
ment index (GDI), which takes note of 
inequality in achievement between 
men and women, India has been 
placed 99.among IS) countries. 

GDI as well as Gender Empower¬ 
ment Measure (GEM) ere two addi¬ 
tional indices prepared for the first time. 

In GEM, which measures the partici¬ 
pation of women -in economic and 
political decision making, India has 
bean tanked 101 out of 116 countries. 

In fact in political empowerment, India 
ranks lower than Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Maldives and Sri Lanka. 

Canada, USA and Japan lead the 
rankings among 174 countries ih HDI. 
Sweden, Finland, Norway and Den¬ 
mark, in that order, rank among the top 
countries in gender development. 


NEPAL 

Change of government 

A communist government took over in 
IxNepal, after the mid-term polls held 
in November, 1994. Mr Manmohan 
Adhikari was elected Prime Minister thus 
making Nepal the first communist Mon¬ 
archy of the world. However, no party was 
able to get a simple majority in the 205- 
seat House, known as Pratinidhi Sabha. 
The minority government of Prime Minis¬ 
ter Adhikari, however, was not able to re¬ 
main in power for long. In June, 1995, he 
resigned and King Birendra announced 
mid-term polls to be held sometimes in 
November 1995. 

Nepal's Supreme Court, on August 
28,1995, ruled as unconstitutional and il¬ 
legal Prime Minister Manmohan 
Adhikari's June 13 decision to ask the 
King to dissolve Parliament and ordered 
the House of Representatives to meet 
again. 

The court ordered Nepal's Speaker 
and Council of Ministers to convene the 
special session of Parliament in order to 
introduce a vote of no-confidence against 
the minority Communist Government. 

Nepali Congress leader, Mr Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, was appointed as Nepal's 
Prime Minister by the Himalayan 
Kingdom's constitutional monarch. King 
Birendra, on September 11, .1995. 

Notwithstanding these frequent 
changes, democracy appears to be gain¬ 
ing strength in this Himalayan Kingdom. 

MYANMAR 

Suu Kyi freed after six years 

M YANMAR pro-democracy leader 
and Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi was freed unconditionally after six 
years of house arrest in Yfcngon on July 
10,1995. 

The release of Suu Kyi by Myanmar's 
ruling Military Junta eliminated die last 
hurdle in the way toward Yangon's 
normalisation of relations with the world 
outside critical of the country's human 
rights record. 


Ms Suu Kyi, 50, was bom in Yangon. 
She is the daughter of Aung San, who led 
Myanmar's struggle for independence 
from the British. She travelled widely, 
studying in New Delhi and Oxford Uni¬ 
versity and working for the United Na¬ 
tions in New York and Bhutan. In 1988 
she returned to Yangon to nurse her dying 
mother, just as anti-government demon¬ 
strations exploded on the streets nation¬ 
wide. 

Suu Kyi publicly criticised 
Myanmar's dictator Gen Ne Win, press¬ 
ing for non-violent moves to democracy 
and condemning human rights abuses by 
the government. She was arrested the fol¬ 
lowing year on July 20,1989, for allegedly 
inciting unrest. 

Suu Kyi's National League for De¬ 
mocracy won a landslide victory in 1990 
general elections, but the Junta, officially 
known as the State Law and Order Resto¬ 
ration Council (SLORC), refused to honour 
the results, virtually suppressing all dis¬ 
sent. 

In 1991, Suu Kyi was awarded the Nobel 
peace prize. She was cited for "one of the 
most extraordinary examples of civil cour¬ 
age in Asia in recent decades". 

THAILAND 

Opposition wins elections 

T HE Opposition Chart Thai (Thai na¬ 
tion) Party won the most seats and 
ousted the ruling Democrat Party in 
Thailand's general election on July 2, 
1995. 

The Chart Thai won 92 seats com¬ 
pared with the Democrats' 86 seats. The 
third largest party was New Aspiration 
with 57 seats while Chart Pattana (devel¬ 
opment) came in fourth. 

. Chart Thai leader Banharu Siipa-Archa 
became Thailand's Prime Minister: 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Major wins leadership ballot 

T HE British Prime Minister, Mr John 
Major; won a clear victory on July 4, 
1995. 
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He was backed by 218 of the 327 Con- 
servative Members of Parliament who 
voted. Under party rules, Mr Major needed 
only 165 votes and a 50-vote margin over 
his challenger to stay on as Prime Minis¬ 
ter. 

Moving quickly to capitalise on a 
hard-fought party leadership race, John 
Major appointed a new Cabinet line-up 
on July 5. 

Mr Michael Heseltine, was appointed 
Deputy Prime Minister. 


ITALY 

Din! survives no-trust vote 

O N October 26, 1995, Italian Prime 
Minister survived a no-confidence 
vote in the parliament. A total of 291 depu¬ 
ties supported the motion, tabled by the 
former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
while 310 rejected it. 

Mr Dini survived the no-confidence 
vote after the communist party, 
Refondazeone Comunista, decided to sup¬ 
port him. Mr Dini told the parliament that 
he would step down by the end of the 
year, at the latest after the budget had been 
approved. 


CANADA 

Quebec rejects independence by 
slim margin 

Q UEBEC province of Canada narrowly 
rejected independence in a referen¬ 
dum on October 31,1995. 

Results showed that 50.6 per cent of 
Quebeckers voted against independence 
compared to 49.4 per cent who were in 
favour of secession from Canada. Sepa¬ 
ratist premier Jacques Parizean lashed out 
at English speakers and ethnic communi¬ 
ties whose "No" vote led to the defeat of 
the sovereignty proposal. 

It was the second time in 15 years 
that Quebec nationalists lost their bid for 
independence, but the narow result was 
interpreted by separatist leaders as proof 
that many Quebeckers felt the Canadian 
Confederation was a failure. 

US-RUSSIA RELATIONS 

R ELATIONS between Russia and USA 
remained stagnant. Both countries 
failed to move closer over Chechnya, 


ARMS RACE 

Frame world’s top arms merchant 

According to a study by the Congressional Research Services, which works 
exclusively for the US Congress, France has become the top aims merchant of the 
world. France exported $ 11.4 billion worth of arms to developing countries In 1984. 
The US sales stood at $ 6.1 billion. 

West Asia remains the biggest purchaser of arms, with Saudi Arabia stone 
accounting for as much as $ 9.5 billion in 1994, China was second with $ 2.5 bifflon 
followed by Israel $ 2.4 billion, Qatar $ 1.3 billion and Pakistan $ 1.2 billion. 

Top Five Asian Military Powers 

(Tbtal Asian Countries: 37) ' - 

Tina) defence forces (In thousands}: China (3200), Russia (1714$ N. Korea 
.(1128), India (1100), Pakistan (803). 

? Total defence spending (In US $ billion): Russia (79.00), Japan (42.10), China 
(31.18), s. Korea (14.00), Saudi Arabia (13.70). India's defence spending ig $ 7.37 
:Mltonandranks seventh. 

Per capita Oafence spending (in US $); Israel (1411.76), Singapore (1048.95), 
Kuwait.,(1030.30), .Oman (792.86) .UAE (786)74). India ranks 32nd. 

DetonoaapaniBngea 14 of OOP: North Korea (25.45), Iraq (15.29}, Oman (15.Q0),. 
' Saud’Afabia (t»l)i Mfyahmar (l0.76). Pakistan rabies 9th viflh 848%. India’s rank 


US moat* competitive nation 

. According to■■ an .annual acpwwnte 
survey compiled by the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum, USA was the world's 
most competitive nation in 1994, fol¬ 
lowed by Singapore. 

Japan, world leader for nine 
years, slid past Hong Kong to number, 
four because of economic troubles, i 
poor infrastructure and a drop In bust-! 
ness confidence: 

lb Europe, Switzerland headed ) 
the list in Sth place, followed by Ger¬ 
many and Netherlands In 6th and 7th. 
East Asia was highly dynamic vtfth Ma¬ 
laysia, South Korea, Taiwan and Thai¬ 
land joining Singapore and Hdrtg Kong 
in the top 10. I- * ' 


NATO and supply of Nuclear reactors 
to Iran. A summit meeting between 
President Clinton and President Yeltsin 
was held on May 9, 1995. President 
Yeltsin agreed to delay the sale of two 
nuclear reactors to Iran, which the US 
government thinks will be used to 
manufacture nuclear weapons. However; 
President Clinton could not convince 
Russia to scrap the deal. 

President Yeltsin, however, commit¬ 
ted to formally join NATO's "partnership 
for peace"—the programme of coopera¬ 
tion with ex-Soviet States. Russia was sup¬ 
posed to have signed the "partnership for 
peace" document in December 1994, but 
had backtracked at the last moment over 
fears that NATO was moving too quickly 
to expand eastwards by enrolling 
Moscow's former East European allies as 
members. 


US-CHINA RELATIONS 

R ELATIONS between China and the 
United States touched a new low with 
Beijing on June 17, 1995, taking the 
unusual step of recalling its Ambas¬ 
sador to the US, ostensibly for con¬ 
sultations. 

China's snub to Washington was 
triggered by Clinton administration's 
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move to permit Taiwan's President Lee 
Teng-hui to visit the United States. 

China has consistently opposed 
America's links with Taiwan, which have 
been politically insignificant ever since 
Richard Nixon decided to woo China. 
China has always insisted that other na¬ 
tions should downgrade relations with 
Taiwan if ties with Beijing were to con¬ 
tinue smoothly. 

In a two-hour summit meeting in 
New York on October 25,1995, US Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton and Chinese President 
Jiang Zamin agreed to resume dialogue 
on a broad agenda to repair strained re¬ 
lations. 

Agreement to check copyright pi¬ 
racy: The Chinese and US trade officials 
reached an agreement on February 26, 
1995, to stop Chinese piracy of Ameri¬ 
can movies, music and other goods. The 
agreement helped forestall, the threat of 
sanctions from both sides, averting a 
trade war between two of the world's 
largest economies. American business¬ 
men had been loosing more than $ 1 bil¬ 
lion in business each year, because of 
rampant theft of copyright and trade¬ 
marks. 


US-VIETNAM RELATIONS 
Ties Resumed 

P RESIDENT Bill Clinton on July 11, 
1995, announced the United States will 


normalise relations with Vietnam, clos¬ 
ing a painful chapter in the US history 
two decades after the end of the Viet¬ 
nam war which bitterly divided the 
country. 

Vietnam, a nation of 75 million 
people with a GDP growth rate that 
closely follows China and Singapore in 
Asia, with its desire for legitimacy, mem¬ 
bership of the World Bank-IMF group 
and the ASEAN, sees US recognition as 
a milestone in its surge towards becom¬ 
ing an emerging Asian economic giant 
of the future. 

President Clinton's decision to 
normalise relations with Vietnam has 
pleased key US corporates but analysts 
believe it was almost certain to aggra¬ 
vate existing strains in US-China rela¬ 
tions. 


CHINA-TAIWAN 
Missile Diplomacy 

C HINA, on July 26,1995, launched a 
seventh missile into the sea north of 
Taiwan, concluding a series of missile tests. 
The exercise was a show of force even as 
China was reportedly making all prepara¬ 
tions to invade Taiwan if the island 
boosted its defences and declared inde¬ 
pendence. 

Hardly a month after missile tests 
heightened tension between Beijing and 
Taipei, China announced a second round 


100 iii undernourished In Third World 

About 800 million people remain chronically undernourished in the develop¬ 
ing countries, with 200 million children under the age of five suffering bom acute 
or chronic protein and energy deficiencies. Although the food security of the 
woricfs people has improved in the last 50 years, there is still a long way to go. 

The vast majority of the chronically undernourished live ip countries that do 
not grow enough fowl for their population and cannot afford to fill the gap. 

According to Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAQ), urgent measures 
have to be taken to counter die problem Of under-nutrition, which can only gat 
worse with the world population expected to read) an extra thraebifflon by .2030 j 
AD. 

* Tim FAO plans to organise a World Food Summit in 1998 toprovlda a dman /‘ j 
to assess progress since the World Food Conference in 1874 and to cenfkWr j 
future action. 


of tests in the East China Sea north of 
Taiwan. 

The missile tests took place be¬ 
tween 15-25 August, 1995, with the 
target area closer to Taiwan than in 
the first round. 


TURKEY 

Ciller asked to form government 

TN an effort to overcome a month-long 
Apolitical crisis, President Suleyman 
Demirel asked Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller, on October 17, 1995, to form a 
new government. Ms Ciller had earlier 
resigned after she failed to obtain a vote 
of confidence for her minority govern¬ 
ment. Mr Demirel renominated her af¬ 
ter she reached an agreement with the 
social democrats to renew a partnership 
deal. 

Turkey's first woman leader had 
gone through difficult times after 
Deniz Baykal, leader of the Social 
Democrat Republican Peoples Party 
(RPP), withdrew his party from the 
previous coalition government over a 
dispute on austerity measures. The 
political crisis erupted when Ms Ciller 
was trying to cure the financial ills of 
Turkey and pushing for the customs 
union deal with EU at the end of the 
year. 

Ms Ciller's government is ex¬ 
pected to serve till December 24,1995, 
when the country goes to early gen¬ 
eral elections. 


IRAQ 

Saddam gets seven more years 

S ADDAM Hussein, who has not toler¬ 
ated dissent since he assumed power 
in 1979, called a national referendum 
on October 15,1995, to seek endorse¬ 
ment for seven years more. 

The government said Saddam won 
99.96 per .cent of the vote in a ballot that 
produced a 995 per cent turnout. Hun¬ 
dreds of people raced from their homes 
and fired handguns and AK-47 rifles into 
the air to celebrate Saddam's victory. 
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Economy Capsule 


The phase of recession in the world is 
over but the growth rate of the world economy 
is likely to be low in the years to follow. 
While most of the developed countries re¬ 
main contented with 2 to 3 per cent growth 
in their GDP, developing countries strive to 
achieve over 5 per cent of growth. The recent 
projections of UNCTAD (United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Deivlopment) and 
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation) 
arc indicators to this. In India, completion of 
four years of liberalisation has provided ex¬ 
cellent results and the economy has started 
looking up. It is expected that the four years 
of reform would act as a foundation for sus¬ 
tainable economic development over the de¬ 
cades to come. Although the Indian economy 
has not been able to achieve the levels of 
development achieved by other Asian nations 
like China and Korea, the projections of about 
6 per cent growth of the GDP this year are 
a pointer towards Indian economy gaining 
even better achievements in near future. 
However, relatively low level of social and 
rural development still remain areas of seri¬ 
ous concern and adequate attention is re¬ 
quired to be paid to these aspects. 

I. ECONOMIC PROJECTIONS 

Bleak future for developing Coun¬ 
tries: In the latest report of the UNCTAD, 
gloomy future has been predicted for the 
world's poorest countries. Out of the 48 
least developed countries (LDCs) almost 
one fourth are engaged in ethnic and Civil 
wars and 32 fall in Africa. LDCs of Africa 
include Angola, Zaire, Mozambique, 
Liberia, Chad, Sudan, Mali, Rwanda, 
Burundi and Sierra-Leone. United Nations 
categorises a country as LDC if its popu¬ 
lation is less than 75 million and per capita 
income less than $ 699. The combined 
population of LDCs is estimated at 560 
million by the UNCTAD report which is 
one-tenth of the world's total population. 


The average per-capita income in LDCs in 
1993 was $ 300 as compared to more than 
$ 1100 in the developing world as a whole 
and $ 22,000 in the developed countries. 
The ireport further notes with concern that 
although die weather conditions in most 
of these countries are favourable for agri¬ 
culture, yet production in most of the 
LDCs has remained low due to poor and 
inadequate infrastructure on the one hand 
and inadequacy of capital employed in 
agriculture sector, on the other. UNCTAD 
feels that some of the LDCs should ben¬ 
efit from improved commodity prices and 
strengthening of economic recovery in 
most parts of the world, but all the LDCs 
will continue to need substantial aid flows 
and other external support. 

World Economic Development: Dur¬ 
ing the previous year, the growth in the 
developing countries in Asia and coun¬ 
tries of Central and Eastern Europe 
showed considerable rise. Reviewing die 
performance of world economy the 
UNCTAD report has noted that there has 
been a significant quickening of tempo of 
the world economic growth. Barring the 
African and Latin American countries, 
during the year 1994, ail developing re¬ 
gions grew faster than the previous years. 
Growth rate of GDP in China was one of 
the highest, although lesser than die pre¬ 
vious year. International trade grew even 
faster than the world output, thus help¬ 
ing to spread the economic growth all over 
the world. Both USAand Europe exported 
much larger quantum of commodities to 
the developing countries in West Asia, 
South East Asia and Latin America. The 
report, however, expressed concern on the 
lower level of commodity prices. Ap¬ 
proaching cyclical deceleration in die USA 
because of declining value of dollar and 
import cuts in Latin America may slow 
down the entire global economy this year. 
A serious concern has been expressed on 


growing unemployment all over the world 
and recommended special policy measures 
to tackle this problem. The economies of 
Latin America, where investment has gone 
down drastically due to Mexican currency 
crisis, fell from 3.7 per cent in 1994 to 2 per 
cent in 1995. The output in Mexico is ex¬ 
pected to fall by more than 5 per cent, 
which is even more than the fall in output 
experienced by Mexico after 1982-debt 
crisis. Including Mexico, three largest 
economies of Latin America like Argen¬ 
tina and Brazil arc facing severe problems 
on the economic front. 

Fall in Cereal Output Likely: The 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) released its forecast 
for 1995 global cereal output towards the 
end of July 1995. Owing to reduction in 
the forecasts of wheat and coarse grain 
production in the United States and CIS, 
the Rome based organisation in its regu¬ 
lar publication "Food Outlook" projected 
wheat output at 549 million tonnes which 
was marginally below its earlier forecast 
made in May 1995. While the projected 
fall in wheat output was marginal, the 
forecast of fall for coarse grain output was 
24 million tonnes below the previous one, 
at 815 million tonnes. This output projec¬ 
tion is 69 million tonnes less than the pro¬ 
duction in 1994. The forecast of rice output, 
has, however remained unchanged at 545 
million tonnes. As a result of a foil in ce¬ 
real output during 1995, the ratio of cereal 
stocks to trend consumption is also likely 
to fall to 14 per cent, while the minimum 
safe level is considered at 17 to 18 per cent. 
This fall in output could result in serious 
implications for low income food deficit 
countries, the forecast says. FAO further 
believes that higher cereal import cost in 
1995 and 1996 is likely to worsen the bal¬ 
ance of payment difficulties and may lead 
to increased foreign borrowings by the low 
income food deficit countries, thereby re- 
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suiting in higher international debt bur¬ 
den. it has also been estimated that the 
food import bill of such countries during 
the year 1995-96 could rise to $ 2300 mil¬ 
lion, which is 20 per cent higher than that 
in 1994-95. FAO also said that the world 
trade in cereal was expected to rise in 1995- 
96 to 199 million tonnes, 5 million tonnes 
more than the last year's expected imports. 
International trade in wheat alone, is ex¬ 
pected to be 95 million tonnes, which 
would be 2 million tonnes higher than the 
last year. 

High Growth Rate Predicted: A lead¬ 
ing economic forecasting group in the 
United States has forecast a robust eco¬ 
nomic growth for Indian economy. Known 
as WEFA (Wharton Econometrics Forecast¬ 
ing Associates) in its second quarterly re¬ 
port on the Indian economy, commending 
controlled inflation rate and higher indus¬ 
trial output, has predicted a sustained 
economic growth in India during 1995. As 
per the estimates of the report, released in 
the end of July 1995, the industrial output 
in India during 1995 is expected to be 9.9 
per cent and with the increasing indus¬ 
trial output, it is likely to be in the double 
digit during 1996. Agricultural output, as 
per the report is expected to grow by 3.4 
per cent due to better prices and a good 
monsoon. The growth of food processing 
industry is also likely to be more, further 
pushing up the demand for agricultural 
products. It further expects the merchan¬ 
dise exports to rise at 20.7 per cent. The 
report further predicts that the GDP will 
grow at 6.3 per cent during 1995 and 6.5 
per cent in 1996. Inflation is expected to 
stay in single digit during 1995, while fis¬ 
cal deficit is projected at $ 1.9 billion which 
will be 6.2 per cent of the GDP. 

FICCI's Encouraging Forecast: The 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Industry (FICCI) through a 
study recently predicted the GDP of India 
to grow by 6 per cent during 1995-96. In¬ 
dustrial growth rate has also been pre¬ 
dicted to achieve a high rate of growth. 
Titled as "Future of Indian Economy", the 
study expects Indian agriculture to grow 


by 2 per cent during the current financial 
year while this rate would rise to 3 per 
cent during the next few years in view of 
improved technology, better irrigation fa¬ 
cilities and increase in the use of fertiliz¬ 
ers. The service sector would contribute 
40 per cent to the GDP and the industry is 
expected to move ahead of agriculture 
with 32 per cent share while the agricul¬ 
ture would contribute 28 per cent to the 
GDP. Export growth rate is likely to be 
around 20 per cent during the current fi¬ 
nancial year while it would be around 24 
per cent from the year 1996-97 to 2000-1. 
The study further estimates that by turn 
of the century growth rate of the GDP would 
be around 8 per cent, but to achieve that, the 
rate of investment has to rise smartly to the 
level of 30 per cent of the GDP. 

Export to Rise to $ 75-billion by 2001: 
Complementing the industry for achiev¬ 
ing a growth rate of 27.2 per cent during 
the first quarter of the current financial 
year, the Union Minister of State for Com¬ 
merce Mr P. Chidambaram stated that an 
export target of $ 75 billion is likely to be 
achieved by the year 2000-2001. He ex¬ 
plained that this could be achieved by 
obtaining 20 per cent growth rate in ex¬ 
ports every year stressing the need for 
new and innovative measures to pro¬ 
mote the exports. The Minister said that 
the openness and liberalisatidn of the 
economy was the key to achieving the 
higher growth rate. 

RBI Report Commends Achieve¬ 
ments: The Annual Report of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) released in September 
1995 has estimated the growth rate of GDP 
at 5.5 per cent during the current financial 
year. The report further projects the 
foodgrain output at 189.8 million tonnes, 
a growth rate of about 5 per cent over the 
previous year's output. Industrial growth 
rate, which was 8.4 per cent during the 
previous year, is likely to be much higher 
this year. The RBI commends foe growth 
of foreign exchange reserves including 
gold and SDR balances from $ 19,254 
million in March 1994 to $ 25,186 million 
at the end of 1994-95. The RBI report, 


however, expressed deep concern over foe 
uncontrolled fiscal and revenue deficits. 
Another area which needs immediate at¬ 
tention is the growing domestic debt and 
resultant debt servicing burden. Lending 
by foe commercial banks to foe priority 
sector has also remained below foe target 
of 40 per cent. 

II. NATIONAL AND INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL ECONOMY 

Good Export Growth Rate: Over the 
last year's growth rate of 20 per cent in 
exports, the performance of the export 
sector during the first half of foe current 
financial year has been very good. India's 
exports grew by 27.97 per cent during the 
first 5 months of foe current financial year 
with foe total exports touching $ 12,305.11 
million, which was $ 9613.11 million 
higher than foe exports during foe same 
period last year. During the same period 
(April-August) 1995 imports showed an 
outstanding growth of 37.14 per cent and 
were $ 14278.39 million, as against $ 
10,411.64 million during foe same period 
previous year. 

External Debt at $ 95,321 million: In 
nominal terms, India's external debt stood 
at US $ 95,321 million at foe end of March 
1995, as per foe figures released by foe 
RBI in September, 1995. Bilateral debt and 
foe debt owed to the multilateral institu¬ 
tions constituted 50 per cent of the gross 
indebtedness at the end of March 1995, as 
against 48 per cent at the end of March 
1994. At foe same time internal debt has 
also been mounting rapidly. The comp¬ 
troller and Auditor General of India has 
already expressed serious concern over the. 
menacingly growing public debt which 
stood close to 68 per cent of the GDP at 
the end erf 1993. It was also noted with 
concern that over half of foe receipts of 
the Central Government comes out of the 
borrowing and 86 per cent of the internal 
■ borrowings are utilised towards debt ser¬ 
vice obligation; leaving very few addi- ’ 
tional resources for development/ 
investment. ‘ • • ■ 
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$ 6.8-billion pledged: At the meeting 
of the India Development Forum (IDF) 
held in Paris recently India's development 
partners pledged $ 6.8 billion as consor¬ 
tium commitment during the year 1995- 
96. Out of the above commitment, the 
concessional component has gone up from 
$ 2.4 billion during the previous year to $ 
2.8 billion, which comes to 41.02 per cent 
of the total package of assistance. In total¬ 
ity, the commitment for the current finan¬ 
cial year marks a significant increase over 
the previous year's commitment of $ 6 
billion. The increase in the pledged 
amount reflects firm support by donor 
countries towards India's programme of 
structural reforms and adjustments. The 
increased pledges reflect an increase from 
all member agencies. Among the donors, 
the contribution and commitment by Ja¬ 
pan is most significant and showed an 
increase from $ 1.2 billion during the pre¬ 
vious year to $ 1.4 billion this year, an 
increase of about 17 per cent. The repre¬ 
sentatives of the IMF during the meeting 
made favourable comments on the 
achievements by India and commended 
India's efforts in the fields of growth rate 
of the GDP, foreign exchange reserves and 
balance of payments. Complimenting 
India's achievements, several members 
were of the view that India needed to 
control its mounting fiscal deficit. The 
meeting was held under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Mr D. Joseph Wood, Vice President 
and Mr Montek Singh Ahluwalia led a five- 
member Indian team to the meeting. 

IDA Aid not to be cufcWorid Bank Presi¬ 
dent James D. Wolfensohn declared at the 
International Development Agency (IDA) 
that aid to India to finance its poverty alle¬ 
viation programmes would not be cut. He 
was addressing a press conference in Wash¬ 
ington on October 10,1995 after the meet¬ 
ing of the development Committee of the 
bank. The speculations about a possible 
cutin India's share were ripe with the U.S. 
Congress proposal to reduce by half the 
•U.S, contribution of $ 1.4 billion in the 
third tranche of IDA-10. Other donors are 
also expected to slash their contribution 


from $ 5,7 billion last year to anywhere in 
between $ 2.7 billion and $ 3.7 billion. 
India being the largest beneficiary under 
IDA drawing about $ 1 billion every year, 
may experience slight cut in its share due 
to reduced replenishments. In the $ 18 
billion IDA-10, which began in June 1993 
and is to run till June 1996, US contribu¬ 
tion was $ 3.75 billion or about 20 per cent 
of the jtotal. IDA is involved in more than 
$ 70 billion worth of projects in 70 de¬ 
veloping countries and also renders advi¬ 
sory services on the matters of 
environment, economic reforms and 
education. India had sought $ 1.7 bil¬ 
lion from IDA and another $ 1.1 billion 
from the IBRD in June 1995. 

Lucas gets Nobel Prize in Economics: 
A US economist Robert Lucas has been 
awarded the 1995 Nobel Prize for econom¬ 
ics for transforming the understanding of 
how the economic policy affects the 
people's expectations. The prize was 
awarded to Lucas by the Jury for having 
made the understanding of macro-eco¬ 
nomic theory easier. A professor at the 
University of Chicago, Robert Lucas's 
work is understood to have brought a 
revolutionary development in the ratio¬ 
nal expectation hypothesis. He is the 
eighth American in the last 11 years to have 
won the prestigious prize. 

1995—UNDP Report: The latest 
UNDP (United Nations Development 
Programme) Report has ranked India as 
low as 134th among 174 countries in over¬ 
all Human Development. The Human 
Development Index (HDI) takes into ac¬ 
count various social indicators like inci¬ 
dence of poverty, life expectancy at birth, 
daily availability of calories, infant mor¬ 
tality rate, availability of safe drinking 
water, sanitation facilities, crude birth 
rate, total fertility rate, adult literacy 
rate, pupil-teacher ratio in primary 
schools etc. The poor ranking achieved 
by India in HDI shows that despite good 
trends in the field of economic develop¬ 
ment, a lot is required to be done on the 
social front. HDI, being the measure, of 
average achievement of a country has 


placed India below several other Asian 
countries like China (111th), Vietnam 
(120th), Indonesia (104), Philippines 
(100th), Malaysia (59th) and Thailand 
(58th). It implies that social services as well 
as development in India is very poor when 
compared with the achievements else¬ 
where in the world, particularly in Asia, i 

Value of Rupee Falls: On September 1 
14,1995 the exchange rate of Rupee against : 
US dollar fell down drastically and start¬ 
ing horn Rs 31.85 per dollar on August 31, 
1995, it fell to Rs 33.92 per dollar on this 
date and has stabilised around that figure 
thereafter. During one day, i.c. 14th Sep¬ 
tember the rate of rupees fell drastically 
from Rs 32.90 to Rs 33.92 per dollar. It 
further fell to more than Rs 35 per dollar. 
RBI sources dubbed the sudden rise as usual 
demand phenomenon and hoped that the 
previous value of around Rs 32 per dollar 
would be achieved within a few days. Even 
despite thewidevariation during these days, 
the RBI did not intervene and maintained 
that in a shallow Indian market for foreign 
exchange, even a $ 5 million exposure moves 
the market rate drastically The weakening 
of Rupee against the dollar has resulted in a 
market guided devaluation of the rupee and 
this may reult in increasing tire inflationary 
pressures in the economy. Despite several 
measures adopted by the RBI, the value is 
likely to stabilise at around Rs 34.50 per 
dollar. 

The fall in the value of rupee vis-a- 
vis dollar is bound to have some serious 
implications on the economy. While the 
volume of imports in dollar terms is likely 
to rise, the volume of exports and its 
growth rate is expected to suffer the pres¬ 
sure to the extent of change in the value of 
rupee. Recently, tire Government estimated 
the total foreign debt at more than $ 95 
billion. The stock of debt in dollar terms 
is likely to come down proportionately 
with the enhanced dollar value. 

Variations in Agricultural Data: As 
per the findings of a project carried out by 
the National Remote Sensing Agency 
(NRSA) pertaining to the area under cul¬ 
tivation, the total area under cultivation 
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is at least 20 to 30 per cent more than what 
is reported in books and Government re¬ 
ports. The said project work was carried 
out by the NRSA, sponsored by the Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture about 3-year ago and 
the project report titled as "land use and 
Land Cover in India" was submitted in 
end of July 1995. Tire area under cultiva¬ 
tion in India was mapped by way of re¬ 
mote sensing and the Ministry sources feel 
that in case of a discrepancy in the area 
reportedly under cultivation in the records j 
of Ministry and the one calculated after j 
remote sensing, more reliance has to be 
placed on the remote sensing data. Dr 
Deekshitulu, Director NRSA Hyderabad 
feels that there could be two explanations 
for this discrepancy. Firstly, at many places, 
land adjoining the railway tracks has been 
brought under cultivation, which does not 
figure in official documents and secondly, 
land earmarked as grass-land in official 
documents is actually being cultivated on 
ground. If the figures arrived at by the 
NRSA regarding cultivated area are to be 
believed, the overall productivity in the 
agricultural sector may be much below the 
level believed to be prevailing. Exact de¬ 
tails of the report have not been made 
public as yet. 

Huge sums Allocated for Central 
PSUs: The Government of India, in July 
end, 1995 allocated huge sums for revival 
of several PSUs (Public Sector Undertak¬ 
ings). A sum of Rs 2005 crore was allo¬ 
cated to National Textile Corporation j 
(NTC) for modernisation. Remaining PSUs 
which have been allocated huge sums are 
35 in number and have been allocated a 
total sum of Rs 5310 crore. These PSUs 
belong to coal, heavy engineering, petro¬ 
leum and power sectors. This was an¬ 
nounced by the Union Minister for Labour 
Mr PA. Sangma at the consultative Com¬ 
mittee meeting. The amount was sanc¬ 
tioned on the recommendations of various 
tripartite committees set-up for this pur¬ 
pose. The allocation for NTC is to 
modernise 79 out of the 120 NTC mills. 
Another sum of Rs 50 crore was released 
out of National Renewal Fund for retrain- 1 


mg and development of workers affected 
by the voluntary retirement scheme. 

Rs 3951 Crore Package for the Poor. A 
hefty package of Rs 3951 crore was an¬ 
nounced by the Government, to be imple¬ 
mented from the independence day, 1995. 
The package is to cover the cost of imple¬ 
mentation of four welfare schemes includ¬ 
ing a mid-day-meal scheme, a National 
Social Assistance Scheme (NSAS), a rural 
group life insurance scheme and a scheme 
to construct one million dwelling units j 
under the Indira Awas Yojana. The first j 
three schemes were announced alongwith 1 
the Budget proposals for 1995-96 and it j 
was after the report of a committee headed 
by the Secretary, Department of Rural 
Development, that final shape was given 
to them. The massive mid-day-meal 
scheme is to cover about 110 million chil¬ 
dren in more than 5 lakh Government, 
local body and private aided Government 
Primary Schools in a 3-ycar period. Un¬ 
der this scheme, foodgrains at the rate of 
3 kg per child per month would be pro¬ 
vided and the foodgrains are to be pro¬ 
vided free-of-cost by the Union 
Government in addition to reimbursement 
to the State governments at the rate of Rs 
25 per quintal to cover the transportation 
and handling charges. The second scheme 
called NSAS would include old age pen¬ 
sion and family benefit in the.event of the 
death of the bread earner and maternity 
benefits. The maternity benefit scheme 
aims at providing Rs 300 to mothers aged 
19 years and above living below poverty 
line for pre-natal and ante-natal care and 
nutritional support for first two live births. 

A lump sum assistance of Rs 5000 in case 
of death due to natural cause of the main 
bread earner for the families living below 
poverty line and Rs 10,000 in case of acci¬ 
dental death has been provided. In addi¬ 
tion, poor and destitute people aged 65 
years and above, with no other means of 
subsistance will get an old age pension of 
Rs 75 per month. 

New Education Scheme for the De- 
prived: The Union Government has 
launched a unique scheme to cover the 


workers in "Beedi", mine and cinema sec¬ 
tors with a view to provide incentives'to 
them to send their children for higher 
education. The Scheme, which was made 
effective from September 1, 1995, recog¬ 
nizes that the wages in these sectors are 
very low and would cover only those 
workers drawing less than Rs 3500 per 
month. Under the scheme each child pass¬ 
ing class X in first division will be given 
Rs 500; for second division a sum of Rs 
350; and for third division an amount of 
Rs 250. For those who pass Class XII, this 
amount would be Rs 750,500 and 350 for 
three divisions respectively. These amounts 
for the graduates would be Rs 1000, Rs 750 
and Rs 500, while for passing professional 
examination in medicines, engineering 
and architecture, these sums would be 
j Rs 2000, Rs 1500 and Rs 1000 for three 
j divisions respectively. The scholarships 
, on the same pattern, but of smaller sums 
would also be available to the students 
from class I to VIII. 50 per cent of these 
scholarships will be given to girls. It is 
estimated that there are about 4.5 million 
workers in these three sectors and the larg- 
1 est number of 4.2 million is that of the 
j "Beedi” workers. 

Substantial Credit Growth: During 
the current financial year, the growth of 
credit expansion has been much better 
than that in the year 1994-95. Aggregate 
deposits with the banking sector during 
the first quarter of 1995-96 dropped by 
i Rs 8399 crore compared to a growth of 
Rs 13915 crore during 1994-95. Similarly 
bank credit has shown a small growth 
of Rs 657 crore during the first quarter, 
compared to Rs 2893 crore during the 
previous year. Of this food credit grew 
by Rs 3134 crore while the non-food 
credit dropped by Rs 2486 crore. How¬ 
ever, when compared with March 31 
basis, the aggregate deposits between 
July 7,1995 and March 31,1995 dropped 
by Rs 8399 crore compared to a drop of 
only Rs 865 crore from March 31 to July 
8, 1994 basis, the RBI claimed that the 
apprehensions about the reduction in 
bank credit were unfounded. 
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Round-up of Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS j 

AFTA: Asia Free Trade Area. ' 

APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic Coop¬ 
eration. 

ASCON: Army Switched Communi- ! 
cation Network. | 

ASEAN: Association of South East ; 
Asian Nations. ! 

ASLV: Augmented Satellite Launch j 
Vehicle. 

ATA: Air Time Authority. ; 

BOLT: BSE On-Line Trading (System) j 
CAPES: Computer Aided Paperless , 
Examination System, 

CB: Citizen Band (Radio). 

CIWFC: Close-in-Weapon and Fire i 
Control. 

CLASP: Child Labour Action and 
Support Project. 

CONCORD: Council for North Indian ' 
States for Cooperation and Regional De- : 
velopment. j 

DPEP: District Primary Education '• 
Programme. 

DRDO: Defence Research and Devel¬ 
opment Organisation. 

DWR: Doppler Weather Radar. 

ECPAT: End Child Prostitution in j 
Asian Tourism. 

ECS: Electronic Clearing Service. j 
EDI: Electronic Data Interchange. ; 
ERNET: Educational and Research : 
Network. I 

ESPN: Entertainment and Sports Pro- j 
gramming Network. 1 

FANS: Future Air Navigation System. ! 
FII: Foreign Institutional Investor. i 
' GDI: Gender-related Development j 
Index. 

GEM: Gender Empowerment Measure, j 
HDI: Human Development Index. ; 
HMS: Hybrid Mail Service. 

IMY: Indira Mahila Yojana. 

INSAS: Indian Small Arms System. 
INTERACT: Initiative to Educate, Reha- 
- bilitate and Assist Child Victims of Terrorism. 

ISDN: Integrated Services Digital 
Network. 


MCLR: Medium Capacity Long 
Range (Aircraft) 

MRTS: Mass Rapid Transit System 
MTCR: Missile leihnology Control 
Regime. 

NAFTA: North America Free Trade 
Agreement. 

NASDAQ: National Association of 
Securities Dealers Automated Quotation. 

NEDB: North-Eastern Development 
Bank. 

NHRC National Human Rights Com¬ 
mission. 

NPT: Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

NRBI: National Rural Bank of India. 
NRF: National Renewal Fund. 
NSAP' National Social Assistance 
Programme. 

NSC: National Security Council 
NSE: National Stock Exchange 
OTCEI: Over the Counter Exchange 
of India. 

PILCOM: Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka 
Committee (for World Cup 19%)." 

PSLV: Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. 
RAF: Rapid Action Force. 

RDS: Radio Data Servicing. 

SAARC: South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation. 

SAFTA: South Asian Free Trade Area, 
SAPTA: South Asian Preferential 
Trading Agreement. 

SEBI: Securities and Exchange Board 
of India. 

TRAI: Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India. 

VAT: Value Added Tax. 

WIPO: World Intellectual Property 
Organisation. 

WTO: World Trade Organisation. 

AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARDS 

Arjuna Awards, 1994 

S ACHIN Tendulkar (Cricket), Kamam 
Mallcswari (Weightlifting), Jaspal Rana 
(Shooting), Jude Felix (Hockey), S. 


Rajarutnam (hahaddi), Ashok D. Desai 
(KiMdn K <’ Rosa Kuttv ( Athletics) and 

Mill k " ! ,. i; • . •' 'Cy 


Bill.:! 1 ! P, 

| jCV' ktn 


i! V-. 

warcuM to Rajasthani play 
av right Hamidulla for his play Her 
Hnor published in 1%6. 

DrB.C. Rov award, 1994 

D R R f. Mittal of Patiala, Dr R. 

Rariiamurthy of Madras and late Dr 

A.K.N Sinh.i ot Patna have been awarded 
the PW4 Dr B.C. Roy National award. 

I he award is announced every year on 
July 1, winch >s observ ed as "Doctors Day". 

B.D. Coenka award, 1994 

T HE Prannov Koy-Vinod Dua television 
team and Mr lehan Daruwaila, editor 
of Bombay Samachar, ha\’e been selected 
for the 1994 B.D. Coenka award for excel¬ 
lence in journalism 

C.K. Naidu centenary award 

L ALA Amarnath is the First recipient of 
.the C.K. Naidu centenary award for 
outstanding contribution to the Indian 
cricket. 

CSIR Young Scientist award 

T HF Council for the Scientific and In¬ 
dustrial Research (CSIR) has awarded 
the Young Scientist award to Rohit 
Tandem, a student ot City Montessori 
School. Lucknow. He had won the gold 
medal at the International Robotic Olym- 


Ashok Chakra 

Major Rajiv Kumar Joon of 22 
Grenadiers has been posthumously 
awarded the Ashok Chakra for his 
exemplary courage and self-sacrifice 
while fighting militants in Jammu and 
Kashmir in September 1994. 

Lt Cot'Harsh Uday Singh Gaur 
and Naib Subedar Sujan Singh has 
been posthumously decorated with 
Ashok Chakra, for laying down Their 
lives in the battle against foreign mer¬ 
cenaries tn Jammu and Kashmir. 1 
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piad, held in USA in May 1995. 
Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial Award 

D R Verghese Kurien, chairman of the 
National Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB), has been chosen for this year's 
Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial Award for 
"advancing the interests of India in the 
sphere of cooperation and rural develop¬ 
ment". 

Dronacharya Award, 1994 

V ETERAN athletics coach Iliyas Babbar 
has been selected for Hie award. The 
award is meant to honour eminent 
coaches, who have successfully trained 
sports persons or teams. It has been given 
after a gap of three years. 

Gandhi Peace Award, 1995 

V ETERAN freedom fighter and chair¬ 
man of the freedom fighters' high 
power committee, Mr Tuishidas Jadhav, 
has been selected for the award. The award 
has been instituted by Norway's 
Mahatama Gandhi Peace Foundation. 
Geeta Chopra award for bravery 

1 4-year-old Richa Chaudhary has been 
selected for the Geeta Chopra award 
for bravery. 

G.M. Modi Science award 

P ROF C.S. Scshadri has been given the 
award for his path-breaking analysis 
of many complex mathematical problems, 
especially in the fields of Algebric groups. 
Indira Gandhi National Integration 
Award 

T HE tenth Indira Gandhi National In 
tegration Award was shared by slain 
Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh (posthu¬ 
mous) and noted Gandhian social worker 
Natwar Thakkar, for their outstanding con- 
tributioas to national integration. 

Jnanpith award, 1994 

E MINENT litterateur and Kannada au¬ 
thor Dr Anantha Murthy won the 1994 

Dada Saheb Phalkc award, 1994 
Legendfy film star Dilip Kumar, 
who strode the Hindi film world like 
a colossus for more than four de¬ 
cades, has been, selected for the 
prestigious Dada Saheb Phalke 
award. 


jnanpith award. 

Kalidas award, 1994-95 

M S Shantarao, well-known classical 
dancei, has been given the 1994-95 
Kalidas award in recognition for her out¬ 
standing contribution to creative arts. The 
award has been instituted by tire govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh. 

Konark Samman, 1993 

F AMOUS Marathi poet, Mr Govinda 
Vinayak Karandikar, has been awarded 
the 1993 Konark Samman, in recognition 
of his contribution to literature. The award 
has been instituted by the Orissa State 
Council of Culture. 

K.K. Biria Foundation awards for sports, 
1994 

S HOOTING prodigy Jaspal Rana and 
world women's weightlifting champion 
Karanam Malleshwari has been selected 
for the award. 

Neerja Bhanot award, 1995 

M RS Radhabai of Trichur, Kerala, has 
been selected for the award. This 
annual award is given to an Indian woman 
who is subjected to social injustice and 
fights it with guts and grit and helps other 
women in similar distress. 

Netaji award for social work 

M OTHER Teresa has been presented 
the first Netaji award for social work. 
Other recipients of the awards include, 
R.N. Basil, Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta 
University, tor science and education; Jus¬ 
tice K.M. Yusuf for communal harmony 
and national integration; Sanat Biswas 
former Sheriff of Calcutta, for science and 
technology; Nasir A. Wahid, chairman of 
East West Airlines, for industrial develop¬ 
ment; and R.K. Bhatnagar, former press 
secretary to President of India, for press 
publicity. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 1994 

I NDIA'S ace rowing pair of Cdr Homi D. 

Motiwala and l,t Cdr P.K, Garg have the 
distinction of being jointly selected for the 
third Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award. 
Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavna 
award, 1995 

M OHAMMAD Younus, grandson of 
Frontier Gandhi Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan, has been given the award for his 


I 

i 


contribution to the promotion of peace, 
communal harmony and in the fight 
against violence and terrorism. 

Sanskriti awards, 1994 

For literature: B. Jayamohan, a Tamil 
j writer. 

Tor journalism■ Rajdeep Sardesai. He 
is presently working with New Delhi Tele¬ 
vision. 

For Theatre: Anamika Haksar, a visit¬ 
ing teacher at the National School of 
Drama. 

For Art: Atul Dodiya. 

For social and cultural achievement: 
Dudhatoli I,ok Vikas Sanstlmn, a voluntary 
organisation working in a remote village 
in Pauri Garhwal, Uttar Pradesh. 
Shankar Puruskar, 1994 

ELL-known Sanskrit scholar and 
litterateur, Prof Vidya Niwas Mishra, 

; has been given the 1994 Shankar Puruskar 
j for Iris novel Mahabharat Ka Kavyarthy. 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar awards, 1995 

For mathematical sciences: Dr Rajendra 
Bhatia of the Indian Statistical Institute, 
New Delhi. 

For engineering sciences: Dr Kamanio 
Chattopadhyay of Indian Institute of Sci¬ 
ence, Bangalore. 

For earth, atmosjrhcre, ocean and plan¬ 
etary sciences: Dr B.N. Goswami of Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

For Physical Sciences: Dr Mustansir 
Barma, TIFR, Bombay and Dr B. Sriram 



JamnalalBajaj awards,.1995 ,, 

For outstanding confritkitionin too* 
Held of constntetive work: Mr Kashtnath 
Trivedi of Indore. 

For application of science png' 
technology for rural development: Mr 
Q. Muniratnam of the Rayalaseema 
Seva Samtthi, Urupatl. 

For help to uptifiment and welfare 
of women and children: Mrs Vimta 
Bahugana of Navjivan Ashram, Silyera, 
Tehri Garhwal (UP). 

For promoting Qandhian values 
outside India: Mrs Kamala of the Gandhi 
Memorial Centre, Washington D.C. 
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Shastry of Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore. 

For Chemical sciences: Dr 
Chandrasekhar of Indian institute of Sci¬ 
ence and Dr K.L. Sebastian of Cochin 
University. 

For Biological Sciences: Dr S.E. 
Hasnain of National Institute of Immu¬ 
nology, New Delhi and Dr K. Muniyappa 
of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

For Medical Sciences: Dr Subrat K. 
Panda of AIIMS, New Delhi and Dr Anil 
Tyagi of Delhi University. 

Tansen Samman, 1993-94 

U STAD Asad Ali Khan, renowned 
Rudraveena exponent, has been 
honoured with 1993-94 Tansen Samman, 
instituted by the Madhya Pradesh gov¬ 
ernment. 

Vyas Samman, 1994 

D R Dharamvir Bharti, well-known 
poet, writer and editor, has been 
honoured with the 1994 Vyas Samman 
for his collection of poems Sajma Abhi 
Bhi. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

JawaharLal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding, 1993 

M YANMAR'S pro-democracy leader 
and Nobel laureate, Mrs Aung San 
Suu Kyi, has been awarded the coveted 
Jawahar Lai Nehru award for international 
understanding for 1993, tor her "brave, 
non-violent and unyielding" struggle for 
freedom and democracy. 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1994 

T HE Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Dis¬ 
armament and Development, 1994, has 
been conferred on Archbishop Reverend 
Trevor Huddleston of South Africa, for his 
contribution to the struggle against apart¬ 
heid. 

Magsaysay awards, 1995 

- For Public service: Ms Asma 
Jahangir, a Pakistani human rights law¬ 
yer for "challenging Pakistan to embrace 
and uphold the principles of religious 
tolerance, gender equality and equal 
protection under the law''. Ms Jahangir 
is the founding secretary-general of the 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. 


Nobel Prizes 1995 

For Literature: Irish poet Seamus Heaney. 

For Medicine: Three eoientlsta won the Nobel Prize for medicine: Edward 
Lewis of the Calilomia Institute of Technology; Christians Nuesstain-Volhard of Ihe 
Max Planck Institute for Developmental Biology m Tuebingen, Germany; and Eric 
F. Wieschaus of the Princeton University in the UrtHed States. 

For Economics: American professor Robert E. Lucas of the University of Chi¬ 
cago for his work on how “Rational expectations have transformed macroeconomic 
analysis and helped understand economic policy”. 

I For Physics: American professors Martin L, Peri of the Stanford University am) 
Frederick Reines of the University of California. 

For Peace. Anti-nuclear campaigner Joseph Rotblat and the Pugwash Confer¬ 
ence on Science and Work) Affairs which he chairs, shared the 1995 Nobel Peace 
Prize. The award was given for their efforts to diminish the part played by nuclear 
arms in international politics and to eliminate them in the tong run. 

For Chemistry: US scientists Sherwood Roland of University of California' 
Mario Molina of Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Paul Crutzen Of Germany's 
Max Planck Institute for Chemistry; for their discovery that man- made chemicals 
can damage the planet's protective ozone layer. 


For government service: Gov 
Morihiko Hiramalsiu of Japan's Oita 
province. 

For journalism, literature and creative 
communication arts: Mr Pramoedya 
Ananta Toes of Indonesia for 14 years of 
his politically-charged writing. The 70- 
year-old writer from Ja\a was cited for 
. illuminating with brilliant stories, the 
! historical awakening and modern expe- 
I rience of the Indonesian people. 

For community service Ho Mong- 
Teh of Taiwan. 

For International Understanding: 
The Manila-based Asian Institute of 
Management, Asia’s leading school for 
| advanced management education, has 
been named winner of the 1995 Ramon 
Magsaysay award for international un¬ 
derstanding. 

The institute was cited for setting 
regional standards lor excellence and 
relevance in training Asian managers 
for Asia's business and Asia's man¬ 
agement. 

Mahatma Gandhi World Peace award, 
1995 

D R Hogen Fukunaga, a Japanese poet, 
lecturer and author of more than 70 
books has been given the award. Dr 
Fukunaga announced that the $ 100,000 


award would be used for the upliftment 
of children of India. 

Right Livelihood Award, 1995 

T HE 1995 Right Livelihood award, of¬ 
ten called the alternative Nobel Prize, 
has been jointly awarded to the Serb Gvic 
Council of Bosnia-Herzegovina, which op 
poses tine separatist regime, Mr Andras Biro 
and his organisation, the Hungarian Foun¬ 
dation for self-reliance, Mr Silak Sivaraksa 
of Thailand and Ms Cermel Budiardjo, co¬ 
founder of the Indonesian Human Rights 
organisation. f 
UN Population Award, 1995 

M R Halfdan Mahler of Denmark 
shares the award with the inter-Afri- 
can committee on traditional practices 
affecting the health of women and chil¬ 
dren Mr Mahler is head of the interna¬ 
tional planned parenthood federation. 
The group promotes voluntary family 
planning and is active in 140 countries. 
World Food Prize, 1995 

S WISS entomologist Hans R. Hcrren 
won the World Food Prize for stopping 
the crop destroying pest in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 


FILM AWARDS 

42nd National Film Awards 

Best film: "Unishe April" a Bengali 
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Mm directed by Ritupamo Ghosh. 

Best director: Jahnu Barua for his 
Assamese film "Hagoroloi Bohu Door". 

Best Actor: Nana Patekar for his per¬ 
formance in "Krantiveer". 

Best Actress: Debasree Rov for her role 
in "Unisht* April''. 

. Best supporting actor: Ashish 
Vidyarthi for his role in Hindi film 
"Drohkaal" and Nagesh for his role in 
Tamil film "Nammavar". 

Best supporting actress: Surekha Sikri 
Rege for her portrayal of the surrogate 
mother in "Mammo", 

Best popular film: "Hum Apke Hain 
Kaun". 

Best child artist: Vijaya Raghavendra. 

Best children film: "Abhay" directed 
by Annu Kapoor and "Kochaniyan" 
(Malayalam) directed by Bushura 
Shahudeen, share the prize. 

Best music director: Ravi and Johnson 
share the prize for their scores in 
"Sukrutham" and "Parinayam", respec¬ 
tively. 

Best Lyrics: Vairamuthu for 
'Karuthamma' and "Pavithra". 

Best male playback singer: 
Unnikrishnan. 

Best female playback singer: 
Sornalatha. 

Indira Gandhi award for best first film 
of a director: Mogha Mull (Tamil) directed 
by Gnana Rajasekaran. 

Nargis Dutt award for best feature film 
on national integration: Mukta (Marathi), 
directed by Jabbar Patel. 

Best book on cinema: "Abhinayam 
Anubhavam" by Bharat Copy. 

Best film critic: Rashmi Doraiswamy. 

Best non-feature film: "Rasayatra", a 
documentary that weaves round the life 
and music of vocalist Pandit Mallikarjun 
Mansur. 

67th Oscar awards 

Best film: Forrest Gump. 

Best director: Robert Zemeckis, Forrest 
Gump. 

Best actor: Tom Hanks, Forrest Gump. 

Best actress: Jessica Lange, Blue Sky. 

Best supporting actor. Martin Landau, 
Ed Wood. 


Best supporting actress: Dianna Wiest, 
Bullets Over Broadway. 

Best foreign language film: Burnt by 
the Sun (Russia). 

Jean Hersholt Humanitarian award: 
Quincy Jones. 

Irving Tlwlberg Memorial award: Clint 
Eastwood. 

Honorary award for lifetime achieve¬ 
ment: Michelangelo Antonini. 

BOOKS 

Alien Nation 

A UTHORED by Mr Peter Brimelow, a 
xjLsenior editor with Forbes, the book 
says drat die US government should stop 
further immigration into die US by non¬ 
whites, who are "destroying the Ameri¬ 
can nation". Mr Brimelow warns fellow 
whites that tire result of continued Asian, 
African and Latin American immigration 
at tire current level will be "the muffing 
out of the American nation—like a candle 
in a gale". 

Call the Briefing 

T A TRITTEN by the former US Press Sec- 
VY retary, Mr Martin Rtzwatec the book 
tells tales erf aides of former US Presidents, 
Mr Ronald Reagan and Mr George Bush. 
It exposes infighting among White House 
Cabinet members. 

For the President's Eyes only 

A UTHORED by Prof Christopher 
Andrew of Cambridge University tire 
book claims the technical means, such as 
spy satellites, eavesdropping devices etc, 
available with USA give it the capacity to 
listen to the conversations of foreign lead¬ 
ers. The author claims that US spied on all 
foreign leaders, irrespective of which coun¬ 
try they belonged to. 

Future of NPT, The 

THIS book has been written by Dr Savita 
JL Pande, a research officer with the In¬ 
stitute for Defence Studies and Analy¬ 
ses (DSA), New Delhi. According to tire 
book the five-member "nuclear club" is 
among the worst violators of tire nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty even while 
preaching non-proliferation to the rest 
of the world. The book recommends that 
tire “flawed'' NPT should be dumped 
altogether. 


Lai Bahadur Shastri 

B IOGRAPHY of India's Prime Minister 
by C.P. Srivastava, his closest and 
trusted aide. Gives an unpublished ac¬ 
count of Shastri's conversations with Ayub 
Khan and Soviet Prime Minister Alexei 
Kosygin. 

Mass Media and Marketing 
Communication: Perspectives unto 2020 
TA7RITTEN by Mr N. Bhaskara Rao, a 
V V communications and media expert, 
this book predicts the cash-rich tele-com¬ 
munication companies will attempt to "hi¬ 
jack" the mass media by tire second half 
of 2010, while the annual growth of news¬ 
papers will fall to less than 10 per cent. 
The Moor's Last Sigh 
T A TRITON by Salman Rushdie and set 
Win Bombay, it is a sequel to 
Midnight's Children. It lampoons Bai 
Thackeray and hence is not being distrib¬ 
uted in Bombay by the publishers. 

North 

T HIS book is a collection of poems writ¬ 
ten by the 1995 Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture winner Mr Seamus Heaney. In this 
book and in another, called "The Haw Lan¬ 
tern", Heaney has spoken out as an Irish 
Catholic about violence in the British-ruled 
northern Island. ' 

Physics in Ancient India 

W RITTEN by Mr Narayan Gopal 
Dongre, the book claims that scien¬ 
tific knowledge gained by the world over 
the last 300 years could have been gifted 
to mankind, one and a half millenia ago, 
if only Indian sages had chosen to experi¬ 
ment with mathematical models. 
RukhTeRishi 

TA7RITTEN by Dr Harbhajan Singh, 
VY winner of the 1994 Saraswati 
Samtnan, in self-narrative and philosophi¬ 
cal style, the book touches Indian society's 
ancient roots. The book is written in 
Punjabi. 

Tigers of Lanka—'From Boys to 
Guerillas 

T HIS book has been written by Mr 
M.R. Narayan Swamy, a journalist by 
profession. The book has alleged that the 
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), the 
intelligence agency of India, had failed to 
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rife 


revent the systematic liquidation of pro- 
idia Tamil groups in Sri Lanka, by LTTE, 
s at that time RAW'S operation in the 
.land were controlled by an alleged CIA 
gent. 

far in the Indian Ocean 
THIS book, written by Vice Admiral 
1 Mihir K. Roy, gives a hitherto untold 
ccount of the 1971 war with Pakistan. As 
Ihief of Intelligence, Roy had a ringside 
iew of the war and contains a hair-rais- 
ig account of die sinking of the Chazi. 

Constitution 

1st Amendment Bill, 1994 


in States of Bihat Karnataka, Kerala, 
)rissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and West 
iengal under the Ninth Schedule of the 
Constitution. Land laws included in the 
Jinth Schedule cannot be challenged in 
ourts. 

intendment to sixth schedule 

r HE Rajya Sabha passed the Bill seek¬ 
ing to amend the Sixth Schedule of 
he Constitution, to provide greater au- 
onomy to the two autonomous district 
ouncils in Assam-Karbi-Anglong and 
<Iprth Cachar Hills. 

4th Amendment Bill 

B OTH Houses of the Parliament have 
passed the Constitution (86th Amend- 
nent) Bill to facilitate reservation of seats 
or promotions of the Scheduled Castes 
ind Scheduled Tribes employees in the 
;ovemment. 

JAYS; YEARS 

sports Day 

G OVERNMENT of India has decided 
to declare August 29 as the Sports Day 
ivery year. August 29 is the birthday of 
ate Major Dhyan Chand, the great hockey 
vizard. 

ntemational Day for preservation of 
he Ozone layer 

THE UN General Assembly proclaimed 
JL September 16 as the International day 
or preservation of the ozone layer. Sep¬ 
tember 16,1995 also marked the 10ih in- 
uversary of, the signing of the Vienna con¬ 
tention for the protection, of the ozone 


layer. 

DEFENCE 

Niahant—Battlefield Surveillance 
Vehicle 

T HE high-priority battlefield surveil¬ 
lance vehicle, Nishant, is expected to 
be inducted into the Indian army by the 
end of 1996. The Remotely Piloted Vehicle 
(RFV) has come out successfully in the 
flight trials. 

Built by the Aeronautical Develop¬ 
ment Establishment (ADE), Nishant is 
meant for battlefield surveillance and re¬ 
connaissance for the Army. It incorporates 
advanced design features which are com¬ 
parable or superior to RPVs elsewhere in 
the world. Except for the engine, which is 
imported, the rest of the vehicle is indig¬ 
enously designed and developed. 

ASCON dedicated to the nation 

a I August 17, 1995, Prime Minister 
V. Narasimha Rao dedicated to the 
nation the Rs 100-crore indigenously de¬ 
veloped state-of-the-art communication 
system ASCON (Army Switched Commu¬ 
nication Network). The network is ex¬ 
pected to give the Indian army an added 
edge in communication among its-differ¬ 
ent units. 

Target detection device developed 


of the Bharat Electronics Limited, Ban¬ 
galore, has successfully developed a video 
extractor subsystem for ship borne surveil¬ 
lance radars, to help automatic detection 
of targets. 

The VE subsystem draws the inputs 
received by the surveillance radars, extracts 
in real time the salient parameters and fea¬ 
tures of the targets, before sending to the 
computers of a battle ship for further pro¬ 
cessing to eliminate unwanted targets. 

INS ’Wdyut commissioned 
'THE indigenously manufactured "killer 
A class" missile boat, INS Vidyut, was 
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 
January 17,1995. 

, INS Vuiyut is the second missile boat 
of its class to be manufactured by the 
, Marmagoa shipyard. It is equipped with 


state-of-the-art electronics and sensors and 
is armed with surface-to-surface and sur¬ 
face-to-air missiles. 

Trials of 'Abash' successful 

T HE control and propulsion flight tri¬ 
als of the medium range surface-to-air 
missile Akash, often described as the In¬ 
dian version of the US anti-ballistic tool, 
Patriot, were successfully carried at the 
interim test range at Chandipur-on-Sea, 
in Orissa, on April 21,1995. 

Akash is part of the Integrated Guided 
Missile Development Programme 
(IGMDP) of the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). 

Akash has a range of 25 km and can 
carry 55 kg warhead. It would replace the 
Russian SAM missiles, now available with 
India. 

India has developed stealth technology 
TNDIA has on its own developed stealth 
iiechnoiogy which makes planes less vis¬ 
ible or even invisible to the radar. This 
technology was hitherto regarded as the 
prized secret of the US Air Force. 

The technology involves applying a 
secret coating ‘retrofit’ to the planes. 

According to the journal, Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is retrofitting two 
squadrons of Jaguar ground attack aircraft. 
The Mirage 2000-H and die MiG would be 
die next aircraft to undergo stealth treatment. 

The stealth coating was developed by 
the Composite Material Research Labora¬ 
tory, Hyderabad. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Expeditions to Antarctica have 
benefited India 

T HE 14 expeditions to Antarctica-have 
provided India with a series of valu¬ 
able benefits, besides establishing the 
lithological correlation between peninsular 
India and Antarctica as part of 
Gondwanaland reconstruction. An analysis 
of the research findings of these expeditions 
showed that India benefited in forecasting 
its monsoons and in developing human 
adaptations in the higher reaches of the 
Himalayas, like Siachen. Cold temperature 
technofogy and long distance communica¬ 
tion could be indigenised. 
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Himalayan ski expedition 

T HE first-ever ski-Himalayan expedi¬ 
tion returned after discovering three 
passes on a 3,000 km record odyssey 
through snow-covered terrains, where no 
man had set foot before. 

The eight-member team had started 
on February 17, 1995, from Karakorum 
Pass (5606 metre), an old central Asian 
trade route leading to Yarkand and 
Kashnagar. 

During the journey of 12 days, from 
Tso Morari lake, in Ladakh to Kibber in 
the Spiti valley, the expedition could not 
locate a single human being except one 
family of Chongpas, who could not com¬ 
municate with the team. 

The expedition was led by Major 
Harish Kohli and was sponsored by the 
Indian Army, Air India and Indian Air¬ 
lines. 

Balloon Expedition 

A 26-member hot air balloon expedi¬ 
tion was flagged off by Lt Gen VK. 
Kapoor, Director General of Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers (EME) from 
Ladakh. It was organised under the army's 
ambitious venture. Mega Himex. 

The expedition will study the ecol¬ 
ogy of the northern portion of the coun¬ 



try, ranging from J & K, Himachal, UP, 
right upto Assam. Maj M.K. Yadav is the 
leader while Captain V. Paranjpe is its 
deputy leader. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Kakrapar llnit-2 goes critical 

T HE Kakrapar Atomic Power Station 
(KAPS) Unit-2, situated near Surat in 
Gujarat, went critical on January 8,1995. 
The commercial generation will start in 
about three months time, after the unit is 
synchronised to the western grid. 

With KAPS-2 going critical, the num- 
| ber of operating reactors in India has gone 
| up to ten. KAPS-2 is the eighth in the se- 
, ries of Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors 
(PHWRs) in India. 

PERSONS 

Birla, Aditya Vikram 

M l Aditya Birla, a scion of the Birla 
lan and heading an eight thousand 
crore industrial empire, died on October 
1, 1995 at the age of 51. 

Chandrasekhar, DrSubrahamanyan 

D R Chandrasekhar, Indian-born US sci¬ 
entist, whose ground-breaking theo¬ 
ries on astrophysics won him the Nobel 
Prize in 1983, died on August 22,1995, at 
the age of 84. 

He studied the death throes of stars 
as their fuel is exhausted, calculating the 
Chandrasekhar limit (1.44 times the sun's 
mass), beyond which a collapsing star 
becomes a neutron star or continues to 
compress indefinitely. 

Choudhury, Salil 

T HE World of Indian music lost one of 
its living legends in the death of Salil 
Choudhury on September 6,1995. For over 
50 years Salil Choudhury straddled the 
Bengali and Hindi music scenes like of 
colossus, by virtue of his originality and 
constant experimentation in his lyrics as 
well as compositions. 

Christiane, Nuesslein-Volhard 

G ERMAN scientist at the Max Planck 
Institute for Developmental Biology 
in Tuebingen, Germany, he was in die news 
for being co-winner of the 19% Nobel Prize 
for Medicine, 


Crutzen,Paul 

G ERMAN scientist at die Max Planck 
Institute for Chemistry. He is the co¬ 
winner of the Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 
Devi, Ashapuma 

X TOTED Bengali litterateur; Ashapuma 
l>Devi died on July 13,1995. She was 
the first woman to be awarded the presti¬ 
gious Jnanpith award in 1976. 

Heaney, Seamus 

E ISH poet, Seamus Heaney, is the win- 
er of the 1995 Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture. According to the citation his works 
had "lyrical beauty and ethical depth, 
which exalt everyday miracles and the 
living past". He is a poet, essayist and 
translator. 

Kaka Hathrasi 

T HE famous Hindi poet of humour, 
Kaka Hathrasi, died on Septemoer 18, 
1995. Incidentally September 18 was his 
birthday. He w'as 90. 

Kaka, who wrote over 150 books of 
humour poetry, won much acclaim for 
his Kaka Ke Kartoos (Bullets of Kaka). 
He was honoured in 1985 with 
Padamshrec award. 

Kumar, Dilip 

L EGENDRY film star, he has been 
honoured with the 1994 Dada Saheb 
Phalke award. 72-year-old Dilip Kumar 
(real name Yousuf Khan) has held gen¬ 
erations of Indian film audiences under 
his spell with sterling performances as a 
"tragedy king" and as in variety of other 
roles. 

Lewis, Edward 

T TE is one of winners of the 1995 Nobel 
JLlPrize for medicine. He belongs to the 
Institute of Technology, California, USA. 
The award has been given to him for his 
work on genetic mechanisms which con¬ 
trol early embryonic development. 
Lucas, Robert 

T HE US economist, Mr Robert Lucas, 
has been awarded the 1995 NobelPrize 
for economics for transforming under¬ 
standing of how economic policy af¬ 
fects people's expectations. 

Mr Lucas is a professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago. His work has 
brought about *a rapid and revolu- 
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tionary development in application of 
the rational expectations, hypothesis, 
emergence of an equilibrium theory 
of business cycles and insights into 
the difficulties of using economic 
policy with statistical methods". 

Molina, Mario 

U S scientist belonging to the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. He is one of the winners of the 1995 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 

Perl, Martin L 

A yfR Martin L. Perl of USA is the win- 
IVlner of tire 1995 Nobel Prize for phys¬ 
ics for the discovery of a sub-atomic particle 
known as the Tan Lepton. He shared the 
award with co-American Frederick Reines. 
Preston, Lewis 

L EWIS Preston was the President of 
World Bank since 1991. He died on 
May 4,1995 at the age of 68. 

Mr Preston was responsible for mak¬ 
ing poverty alleviation as the over-arch¬ 
ing goal of the Bank and redirected the 
Bank group lending towards human re¬ 
sources development. He was also instru¬ 
mental in linking the World Bank lending 
to actual performance and implementa¬ 
tion of projects. 

Rabin, Yitzhak 

Y ITZHAK Rabin, the 73-year-old Prime 
Minister of Israel, hailed for his moves 
towards peace with the Arabs, was assas¬ 
sinated by a young Jewish law student on 
November 5, 1995, at a rally in Tel Aviv. 
He was the first Israeli Prime Minister to 
be assassinated since the creation of the 
country in 1948. 

Reines, Frederick 

F REDERICK Reines of the University of 
California shares the 1995 Nobel 
Prize for physics for the detection of tire 
neutrino—a work that he started in 
1950s. 

Rotblat, Joseph 

A NTl-nudear campaigner. Polish-bom 
British scientist, Joseph Rotblat has won 
the 1995 Nobel Peace prize. He shared the 
award with the Pugwash Conference on 
. Science and World Affaire, which he chairs. 
The Pugwash Conference was started 


in 1955 by Rotbiat and ten other scien¬ 
tists—10 years after the dropping of two 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki—to recognise the responsibility 
of scientists for their inventions. 

Rowland, Sherwood 

U S Scientist belonging to the Univer¬ 
sity of California. He was in the news 
for winning the 1995 Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry aiongwith two other scien¬ 
tists. 

Singh, Beant 

B E ANT Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, 
the man credited with wiping out mili¬ 
tancy from Punjab, was assassinated on 
August 3i, 1995 in a bomb blast in 
Chandigarh. 

He was born on February 19,1922 in 
village Bilaspur of Ludhiana district in 
Punjab. He graduated from the prestigious 
Government College, Lahore. He had a 
two-year stint in foe army before jumping 
into the political arena in 1950. In Febru¬ 
ary 1992 he took over as the 13th Chief 
Minister of Punjab. 

Suu Kyi, Mrs Aung San 

M RS Aung San Suu Kyi is the pro¬ 
democracy leader of Myanmar. She 
has been under house arrest for the 
past six years. Recently she hars been 
awarded the coveted Jawahar Lai 
Nehru award for international under¬ 
standing, 1993. She is the 29th recipi¬ 
ent of the award. 

Wieschaus, Eric F. 

A professor at the Princeton Univer¬ 
ity, USA, he shares the 1995 Nobel 
Prize for medicine for his work on genetic 
mechanisms. 

Wolfensohn, James D. 

6 1-year-old James D. Wolfensohn has 
taken over as the President of foe World 
Bank. He is a born Australian but is now 
a naturalised American citizen with his 
own New York-based investment bank. He 
is known as a man of strong will, impec¬ 
cable taste and keen mind. 

PUCES 

Palau 

P ALAU, till recently a trust territory ad¬ 
ministered by the United States, has 


become the 185th member of the United 
Nations. 

Palau has a population of slightly 
over 15,000 and comprises of 200 islands 
in the Caroline chain in the Pacific, of 
which only eight are permanently inhab¬ 
ited. Most of the population lives in the 
capital of Komor. 

Maharashtra 

M AHARASHTRA has completed 35 
years of progressive existence. Over 
foe years, it has graduated as one of the 
mpst industrialised States in India, fulfill¬ 
ing foe aims of those who laid down their 
lives for its formation. 

The bilingual State of Bombay, com¬ 
prising present day Maharashtra and 
Gujarat, was formed on November 1,1956 
on the recommendations of the Fazal Ali 
Commission report, with Bombay as its 
capital and Morarji Desai as its Chief Min¬ 
ister. 

The State, which has a rich historical 
and cultural heritage, a stable and strong 
political base and an efficient government 
machinery, continues to occupy a promi¬ 
nent position in various fields. It is also 
progressive as regards social reforms and 
cosmopolitan character. 

RaleganSiddhi 

O NCE a village with acute water short¬ 
age, today it is a model for not only 
Maharashtra but the whole country, with 
enough water for drinking and irrigation, 
enough foodgrains, reasonably good hor¬ 
ticulture and greenery all around. 

It has given a lead to other villages in 
watershed development, soil conservation 
and afforestation, and all without any 
monetary help from the government or 
any other agency. 

What started as a small step became 
a movement with the whole village rally¬ 
ing behind Hajare, better known as 
Annasaheb Hajare. And the fruits have 
reached ali house-holds. 

Vijayanagar 

P ERCHED at an altitude of 1260 metres 
above sea level, foe 500 sq km table¬ 
like land of Vijayanagar in Chamlang dis¬ 
trict of Arunachal Pradesh has become a 
dreamland. Deposits of gold, gas, oil, piati- 
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num, semi-precious stones and jade have 
been reported by the Geological Survey of 

India. 

Once dubbed as "forgotten land” it is 
now humming with activity with the State 
government's Mineral Trade Corporation 
Limited, the Oil India Limited and Coal 
India Limited putting up tumps 
Wayanad 

W AYAN AD is an underdeveloped dis¬ 
trict of Kerala, situated on the west¬ 
ern side of the Sahya mountains border¬ 
ing Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. About 35 
per cent of Kerala's scheduled tribes live- 
in this place. 

There is evidente chat organised hu¬ 
man life existed at Wayanad at least 10 
centuries before Christ, especially at the 
Edakkal caves. 

PROJECTS 

13th Oil Refinery of India 

T HE 13th oil refinery of India, set-up 
by the Madras Refineries Limited, was 
dedicated to the nation on February 15, 
1995. The Rs 159-crore refinery is situated 
at Panangudi in Tamil Nadu. It has a ca¬ 
pacity to refine 5 million tonne of crude 
from the nearby oil wells in the Cauvery 
basin. The refinery has been commissioned 
in a record 30-month period. 

IB-Valley project dedicated to the nation 

a April 29,1995, Prime Minister P.V. 

arasimha Rao dedicated to the na¬ 
tion the Rs 933-crore first unit of the 210 

Chola capital existed: Study 
. It Is no longer a myth that the 
coastal town of Poompuhar, also 
called Kaveripattinam. in southern 
Tamil Nadu, was the capital of early 
Cholas, The archaeologists have now 
found evidence of the existence of this 
ancient city. 

Tamil Nadu Archaeological De¬ 
partment, engaged in related explora¬ 
tions for over 30 years, has unearthed 
six trenches with structures of Sangam 
age, firmly established it as the same 
. lost city, described as the pride of 
Choia dypasty. 


MW IB valley thermal power project. The 
project is located at BanharpaUi in Orissa. 
"Paperless trading" in three metros 
soon 

E LECTRONIC Data Interchange (EDI) 
facility, known as paperless trading, 
will very soon be available to exporters 
and importers in Bombay, Calcutta and 
Madras. An EDI pilot project is already 
operational in Delhi since January 25, 
1995 

I ndo-Gulf power project cleared minus 
guarantees 

T HE Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) has approved the pro¬ 
posal ot Indo-C.ulf Fertiliser and Chemi¬ 
cal Corporation tor setting up the Rosa 
Thermal Power Station. The highlight 
of this project is that it will not offer 
counter-guarantees to the foreign col¬ 
laborators. 

First power plant from vegetable wastes 

I NDIA'S first power plant to generate 
power exclusively from vegetable waste 
is to be located at Madras. The power plant 
forms part of a UNDP-assisted programme 
of the Union Ministry of Non-conventional 
Energy. 

The Rs 2.85 crore project will use the 
vegetable waste from the massive veg¬ 
etable wholesale complex that has been 
designed by the Madras Metropolitan 
Development Authority (MMDA) at 
Koyambedu. It has been designed to con¬ 
sume around 30 tonnes of vegetable waste 
per day, against the 80 tonnes per day 
waste that the Koyambedu complex is ex¬ 
pected to generate. 

RESEARCH 

Indian scientists to study magnetic field 

S CIENTISTS at the Indian Institute of 
Geomagnetism (IICT), Bombay, would 
take an active role in the global mission of 
understanding the origins of the earth's 
magnetic field and its interaction with the 
solar wind. 

India has a chain ot 14 ground mag¬ 
netic observatories, spanning the region 
from the equator to above, the focus of 
the current system. IIG operates 10 of these 
stations, including the "intermagnet" sta- 


US Shuttle doidre with Mir' > " 

The US space shuttle, Atkmti 
blasted into orbit on June 27* 199$ 
with a US-Russlan crew of seven, oft':* 
the first shuttle-docking mission with 
Russia's space station, Mir. 

Atlantis spent nearly two days 
catching up to Mir and docked with 
the space station on June 29, 1965, 
uniting the two former cold war adver¬ 
saries in a new era of cooperation. 

The two craft docked with each 
other at a speed of 28,000 kmph, 395 
km above earth. 

Atlantis remained docked at Mir 
for almost five days, during which 
crews aboard both spacecraft con¬ 
ducted joint life sciences research ex¬ 
periments. 

tion at Alibag, near Bombay. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Ulysses flies near sun's north pole 

T HE Ulysses spacecraft flew near the 
top of the sun on July 31,1995, reach¬ 
ing the northern-most point of its solar 
voyage. The voyage had begun five years 
and more than 1.6 billion km ago. It was 
launched from the US space shuttle, Dis¬ 
covery, on October 6, 1990. 

Pact between ISRO, INTELSAT 

I N a landmark agreement, the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
leased eleven transponders, on the yet-to- 
bc launched INSAT-2F,, to the Washing¬ 
ton-based INTELSAT. The long-term 
agreement will fetch ISRO a mind-bog¬ 
gling 5 100 million over a period of ten 
years. It also marks a significant boost to 
ISRO's attempts at commercialising its 
operations. 

India signs ten-year space pact 

I NDIAS Antrix Corporation Limited, 
rommerrial arm of the Indian Depart¬ 
ment of Space, has signed a 10-year 
agreement with the Earth Observation 
Satellite, an American company, popu¬ 
larly known as Eosat, which will yield 
over a billion dollars in commercial rev¬ 
enue for the world-wide remote sensing 
* 
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industry. It will also create new busi¬ 
ness opportunities for the remote-sens¬ 
ing industry. 

Brightest comet sighted 

T WO amateur US astronomers have dis¬ 
covered what could be the brightest 
comet to pass earth in twenty years Ex¬ 
perts have described the finding as the 
most distant comet ever discovered by 
amateurs 

The comet has been dubbed as Hale- 
Bopp, after its finders Alan Hale and Tho¬ 
mas Bopp. It is expected to be visible to the 
naked eye when it passes earth, in late De¬ 
cember, 19%, about 120 million km away. 

MISCELLANY 

VSNL kicks off internet service 

T HF Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd 
(VSNL) started the gateway internet 
access service from August 14,1995, in as¬ 
sociation with the Department of Telecom¬ 
munications (DoT) and Mahanagar Tele¬ 
phone Nigam Ltd (MTNL)), for users all 
over India For the purpose ot providing 
access to users VSNL has set up a coun¬ 
trywide network. 

Users can access the VSNL service 
by dialling m through a telephone leased 
line of the I-Net access. A range of ac¬ 
cess speeds and service types is avail¬ 
able. 


Radio paging: Changing die way 
people communicate 

Communications has taken a new 
turn In India with All India Radio (AIR) 
launching country’s first Radio Data 
Servicing (RDS) pagers in seventeen 
selected cities. Paging service has also 
been started by several private opera¬ 
tors in several major cities of India. 

A one-way communication, paging 
is useful for people on the move who 
have to be to constant touch with head¬ 
quarters. 

AN that a caffing party has to do is 
ring up a paging operator to the city. 
The meaeage la then formatted, en¬ 
coded and transmitted to be picked tip 
'by She individual's pager. 


DN A fingerprint centre to be aet up in 
Hyderabad 

A N autonomous Centre for DNA Fin¬ 
gerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD) 
is being set up in Hyderabad by utilising 
the expertise developed at die city-ba9ed 
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biol¬ 
ogy (CCMB). 

Weather radar system to be developed 

K IDJAN Space Research Organisation 
SRO) and India Meteorological Depart¬ 
ment (IMD) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on September 13, 
1995, for the indigenous design and de¬ 
velopment of a Doppler Weather Radar 
(DWR) system 

Indians win 4 medals at Maths Olympiad 

T HE Indian team has won four medals, 
two silver and two bronze at Interna¬ 
tional Mathematical Olympiad (1MO), 1995. 

The Chinese team was placed first 
m the competition, with four gold and 
two silver medals Romania and Russia 
also got four golds and two silver med¬ 
als and were placed second and third 
on the basis of the total scores of their 
respective teams. 

The Olympiad was held at York Uni¬ 
versity in Toronto, Canada. 

The Indian team was placed 14th with 
a total score of 165 out of a maximum 
score of 262. Canada, the host country, was 
placed behind India. 

World's highest rail bridge 

J 'AMMU and Kashmir will very soon 
have the world's highest railway 
ridge. The bridge will be constructed 
across the river Chenab along Jammu- 
Srinagar railway line at Salal area. It 
would be 290 metres high from the 
ground and would be about three-time 
taller than the 81 m high Qutab Minar. 
This railway bridge would be marvel of 
the civil engineering construction. The 
bridge's length would be 700 m and it 
will be a part of Udhampur-Qazigunj 
railway line, which would link Kashmir 
Valley with the reBt of the country 
through railways. 

The Tablet—newspaper of tomorrow 

A T first glance it looks like an unpre¬ 
tentious fiat piece grey plastic. But, 


Rwt Cyttoc^a&fn fedl* *■ 

Hotel Leoia Ksmpintfc* toi' 
Bombay has introduwd a 'Cyber' 
Cafe 1 , toe finf Of its kind in India. Cus¬ 
tomers can not only have tea and 
snacks here but atoo surf tfto Infor¬ 
mation highway of tie internet This 
is the fifth cyber cafe to toe iforid 
and second to Asia, The earlier four 
such cafes «ra located at Hew Ywfo . 
London, Vienna and Singapore. 

..and the First Cyberehtb ' 
india’sfirst cyberciub opened at ' 
the Welcomagroup hotel hotel 
Maurya Sheraton atttewDeW.lt wf 
oner a woe range a en* 

(attainment and ah,. 

tow resident guests to browse and 
surf the Net » 


according to Roger Fidler, "this is the 
newspaper of the future. The age of news¬ 
print and paper is past". 

The "tablet", as 52-year-old Fidler 
calls his invention, weighs just under a kg 
and is two centimetres thick. It is about as 
big as a foolscap page and looks just like 
a normal newspaper 

But touch the LCD (Liquid Crystal 
Display) screen once and toe "front page" 
comes to life. Subsequent touches produce 
video clips, graphics, analyses and the rest 
of the newspaper. 

Sealed cases to Preserve Original 
Constitution 

TNDIA'S original Constitution on parch- 
Junent paper, which was signed by the 
founding fathers on January 2ft, 1950, will 
be kept in two hermetically sealed cases 
so that they remain free and safe from toe 
ravages of time. 

A protective vault-like room is be¬ 
ing built in the Parliament annexe for 
display and storage of the documents 
in two sealed cases, one for English and 
the other for its Hindi translation. The 
cases have been tested successfully for 
the past one year. 

The Constitution of India consists 
of two bound calligraphic volumes. The 
English version contains 233 sheets of 
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hand-made parchment paper made by 
the calligrapher Prem Bihari Narain 
Raizada. It was illustrated by the artist 
Nand Lai Bose. The Hindi document is made 
up of 264 sheets of hand-made parchment 
paper, handwritten and illustrated by 
Basantrao Vaidya. 

DoT's ISDN Service Starts 
TNTEGRATED Services Digital Network 
JLflSDN) was introduced in the country 
by the Department of Telecom (DoT) on 
October 23,1995. Initially, the ISDN will 
be provided at Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras, Bangalore and Ahmedabad. 
Grand Spectacle of the Eclipse 

T HE rare cosmic spectacle of the moon 
overshadowing the sun was wit¬ 
nessed over the Gangetic plain on Octo¬ 
ber 24,1995, providing a spell binding 


climax to the eclipse fever that had 
gripped the country. Millions of people 
waking up after Diwali celebrations 
watched the breath- taking event when 
the moon blocked the sun from view, 
plunging a 46 km track from Rajasthan 
to West Bengal in total darkness. Partial 
solar eclipse was witnessed in other parts of 
the country and life came to a virtual stand¬ 
still, during the event. 

On an average, 66 solar eclipses 
occur in a century. But not all of them 
are visible in India. A total eclipse was 
last seen in India on February 16, 
1980. 

A total solar eclipse occurs with the 
interposition of the dark body of the 
moon between the earth and the sun. 
When this happens the shadow of the 


moon sweeps over the face of the earth. 
This shadow consists of two parts, um¬ 
bra or the total shadow and penumbra 
or half shadow. 

Stages of the Eclipse 

Baileys beads: Seen seconds be¬ 
fore or after totality. It is caused by 
sunlight peeping through shallow 
valleys at the edge of the moon's disc. 

Diamond Ring: Momentary flash 
before or after totality. It is caused by 
sun-light peeping through a single 
large valley at the edge of moon's disc. 

Prominences and chromosphere: 
Pale red in colour these are seen dur¬ 
ing totality. The cause is the emission 
from the hydrogen present in a layer 
above the normally visible layer of the 
sun. 
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Resume of Objective Type Questions 
on General Awareness 


HISTORY 

1. Hie great Bath of Indus Valley Civilisation belonged to: 

(a) Kalibangan (b) Harappa 

(r) Mohenjodara (if) Ropar 

2. The first Buddhist Council was held at: 

(a) Pataliputra (b) Rajagriha 

(c) Ujjain (d) Kashmir 

3. Portrait-bearing coins became popular under the: 

(a) Mauryas (b) Guptas 

(c) Kushans (d) Indo-Bactrians 

4. Nalanda University was a great centre of learning especially 
during: 

(a) Buddhism ( b) Jainism 

(c) Vaishnavism (d) Tantraism 

5. Who is the author of "Harsha Charita"? 

(«) Bana Bhatt ( b ) Harshavardhana 

(r) Kahdas (d) Jaidev 

6 The famous bronze image of Nataraja is a fine example of: 
(a) Cholaart (f>) Gandharvaart 

(r) Gupta art (d) Mauryan art 

7. Thp first battle of Panipat was fought between Babar and: 

(a) Sikandar Lodhi (b) Ibrahim Lodhi 

(c) RanaSanga (d) Daulat Khan Lodhi 

8. In introducing revenue reforms, Akbar was helped by: 

(a) Bairam Khan (b) Abul Fazal 

(c) Man Singh (d) TodarMal 

9. The first and the only Muslim Lady who had ever ruled 
from the throne of Delhi was: 

(a) Chand Bibi ( b) Jahanara 

(c) Nurjahan (d) Razia Begum 

10. The British East India Company established its first factory 
in India al¬ 
ia) Madras (b) Surat 

(r) Calaitta (d) Bombay 

11 In the Vedic society the term visit denoted: 

(n) an assembly (b) a group of families 

(r) a tribe (d) a coin 

12. The last Mauryan ruler was overthrown by: 

(a) Agnimitra (b) Pushyamitra 

(c) Mahapadma Nanda (d) Kharavela 

13. Hijira is reckoned from: 

*(«) A.D. 78 (b) AX). 600 

, (c) A.D. 622 (d) A.D.712 

* ' 14. The Rajput Clan of Solankis rose to power iiv 

j (a) Kanauj (b) Kathiawar 

'(c) Malwa (d) Kashmir 

15. Ibadat Khana where Akbar held discussions on religious 
matters is a building at: 

(a) Agra (b) Sikandra 

■Jr) Fatehpur Sikri (d) Delhi 

16. The system of Subsidiary Alliance was introduced by: 

(a) Robert Clive (b) Warren Hastings 

. (c) Wellesley (d) Dalhousie 

17. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 

(a) BrahmoSamaj : Jyotibha Phule 

(b) Prarthana Samaj : Dayanand 

(c) Sri Narayana Dharma 

Paripalana Yogam : Narayana Guru 

(d) SatyaShodhak 


Mandal : Keshab Chandra Sen 

18. The Civil Disobedience Movement was led in the North- 
West Frontier Province by: 

(a) Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (b) DrM.A. Ansari 

(c) Shaikh Mohammad Abdullah 

(d) Sewa Singh Thikriwala 

19. Gandhiji started Satyagraha against the maltreatment of 
Indians in: 

(a) England (b) USA 

,(c) South Africa (d) France 

20. The first split in the Congress took place in 1907 at: 

(o) Calcutta (b) Meerut 

(c) Allahabad (d) Surat 

21. The freedom fighter who died in jail due to hunger strike 

was: 

(a) Bhagat Singh (b) B.G.Tilak 

(c) Jatin Das (d) Bipin Chandra Pal 

, 22. Who amongst the following started the first newspaper in 

India? 

(a) Rabindra Nath Tagore (b) Dadabhai Naoroji 
(r) James A. Hickey (d) Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 

23. The first session of the Indian National Congress was held 
at: 

(a) Lahore (b) Bombay 

(r) Baroda (d) Madras 

24. The Indus valley civilization existed around: 

(a) 3000 B.C. ' (b) 2500 B.C. 

(c) 1700 B.C. ’ (d) 500 B.C. 

25. Who was the Prime Minsiter of Britain when India got 
independence? 

(a) Winston Churchill ( b ) Clement Attlee 

(r) Harold Wilson (d) Anthony Eden 

26. Who started the Home Rule movement? 

(a) Lokmanya Tilak (b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(r) Jawaharlal Nehru (d) Annie Besant 

27. Rabindranath Tagore renounced the knighthood in 1919 as 
a protest against: 

(a) mob violence that took place 

(b) Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

(c) racial violence between Hindus and Muslims 

(d) British refusing to grant independence to India 

28. The last Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar was exiled 
bv British to: 

(a) Andaman ( b ) Lakshadweep 

(c) Burma (d) England 

29. Who were the first Muslim invaders of India? 

(a) Turks (b) Mongols 

.(c) Arabs (d) Mughals 

30. In the battle of Haldighati Akbar defeated'. 

(a) RanaSanga (b) JaiSingh 

'(c) RanaPratap (d) Uday Singh 

31. Goa was first colonised by: 

(a) British (b) French 

(c) Dutch (d) Portuguese 

32. A resolution asking for complete independence of India was 
passed in the session of the Indian National Congress held at: 

(a) Calcutta ( b) Bombay 

(c) Surat (d) Lahore 

,(c) None of these 
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33. Battle of Plassey was fought in: . 

(a) 1557 (b) 1657 

(c) 1757 (d) 1858 

(e) None of these 

34. When was Delhi made the capital of British rule in India ? 

(a) 1877 (b) 1889’ 

(c) 1901 (d) 1911 

35. Who introduced English education in India? 

(a) Warren Hastings (6) Lord Dalhousie 

, (c) Lord William Bentinck (d) Lord Curzon 

36. The policy of "Subsidiary alliance" was adopted by: 

(a) Lord William Bentinck (b) Lord Cornwallis 

(c) Lord Dalhousie (d) Lord Wellesley 

37. Who started the Quit India movement? 

(a) C.R. Das (b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) Jawahar Lai Nehru (d) M.K. Gandhi 

38. Who was the first President of the Indian National Con¬ 


gress? 

(a) A.O. Hume (b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) W.C Bonnerji (d) J.C. Bose 

39. Name the person who demarcated the India-Pakistan 
boundary? 

(a) Lord Mountbatten ( b) Raddiffe 

(r) Winston Churchill (d) LotdWavell 

40. Who was the first Governor General of free India? 

(a) Louis Mountbatten (b) Dr Rajendra Prasad 

(c) C. Rajagopalachari (d) W. Bentinck 

41. Gandhi-Iiwin pact was declared in: 

(a) 1934 (b) 1929 

(c) 1930 (d) 1942 

42. Columbus discovered America in the year: 

..(*> 1492 (b) 1498 

(c) 1496 (d) 1514 

43. Constitution of India came into force from: 


(a) 15th August 1947 (b) 26th January 1948 

(c) 15th August 1949 (d) 26th January 1950 

44. TUlsidas lived during the reign of: 

(a) Shahjehan ( b ) Jehangir 

<c) Aurangzeb (d) Humayun 

45. America got its independence in the year: 

(a) 1785 (b) 1776 

(c) 1770 <d) 1876 

46. The Ajanta caves, situated in Maharashtra, were built dur¬ 
ing the: 

(a) Gupta period (b) Maurya period 

(c) Kushan period (d) Mughal period 

47. The leader who left politics, retired to Pondicherry and set 
up an 'ashram' there was: 

(a) Bipin Chandra Pal (b) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(c) Lokmanya Tilak (d) BhikajiGama 

48. What form of Satyagraha did Dandi March signify? 

(a) Non-cooperation (b) Civil Disobedience 

(c) Individual Satyagraha (d) None of these 

49. What was the main cause of the 1857 revolution in India 7 

(a) introduction of greased cartridges containing fat of 
cows and pigs. 

(b) killing of an Indian soldier by British 

(c) abolishment of titles and pensions of Indian rulers 

(d) mistreatment of British soldiers with Indian women 

50. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 

(a) Muslim League—Jawaharlal Nehru 

(b) Swaraj Party—Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(c) Ramakrishna Mission—Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
id) Brahmo Samaj—Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

(e) Norte of these 

51. Mahayana and Hinayana are Ate two divisions of: 


(a) Jainism (b) Budhism 

(c) Hinduism (d) Christianity 

52. Who introduced the Permanent Settlement in Bengal ? 

(a) Lord Cornwallis (b) Lord Curzon 

(r) Lord Dalhousie (d) Lord Wellingdtm 

53. Who among the following collected and paid land revenue 
to the government under the system of Permanent Settlement during 
the British rule? 

(a) ryots (b) zamindars 

(c) kamams (d) village headmen 

54. After which of the following battles the Muslim rule was 
established in India? 

(a) Battle of Tarain (b) Battle, of Kalinga 

(c) Battle of Kanwah (d) Battle of Talikota 

55. In which year was the Tashkent Pact signed between India 
and Pakistan? 

(a) 1964 (b) 1965 

(c) 1966 (d) 1%7 

56. Which of the following is not included in the Th-ratnas of 
Mahavir, the founder of Jainism? 

(a) right belief (b) right cognition 

(c) right conduct (d) right living ■ 

57. Indian National Congress held its first session at: 

(a) Calcutta (b) Madras 

(c) Bombay (d) Poona 

58. Name the scholar who visited India along with Mahmud 
Ghazni: 

(a) Ibn-Batutah (b) Al-Beruni 

(c) Al-Firdaust (d) Al-Razi 

59. ''Vande Mataram" was first published in: 

(a) 'Kesari' (b) 'Gitanjali' 

(c) 'Harijan' (d) 'Anandmath' 

60. The Rathas at Mahabalipuram are: 

(a) Square or rectangular 

(b) Monolithic structures 

(e) Eight in number (d) All the above 

61. Which of the following statements is NOT closer to the 
truth? 

(a) The Rig Vedic family comprised parents and other kith 
and kin apart from the husband and wife 

(b) The Rig Vedic women were highly respected and that 
most of the religious ceremonies were considered in¬ 
complete unless wives joined their husbands 

(c) The Rig Vedic Aryans were by and large urban people 
id) The Rig Vedic people worshipped nature 

62. Chandragupta Maurya's empire extended in the North- 
West up to: 

(a) Sutlej (b) Hindukush 

(r) Indus (d) Ravi 

63. The Great Scholar, Banabhatta, lived during the reign of: 

(a) Kanishka (b) Ashoka 

(c) Chandragupta II (d) Harshavardhana 

64. Atxiur Razzaq, a Persian traveller, visited Vijayanagar dur¬ 
ing the reign of: 

(a) Bukka (b) Hariharall 

(e) Deva Raya II (d) Deva Raya I 

65. Which of the following Mughal emperor's tomb is outside 
India? 

(a) Akbar (b) Aurangzeb 

(c) Shahjahan . (d) Bahadur Shah 

66. The deputation of Muslim leaders to the Viceroy, Lord 
Minto II seeking separate electorate was headed by: 

(a) Sir Syed Ahmad Khan (b) AghaKhan 

(c) M.A.Jinnah (d) Maulana Shaukat Ali 

67. 'Poona Pact” (1932) was signed between Mahatma Gandhi 
and the: 
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(a) Extremist leaders (b) Harijan leaders 

(c) Communist leaders (d) British Government 

68. Which one of the following is the earliest school of Indian 
philosophy? 

(a) Samkhya (b) Yoga 

(c) Vaisesika (d) Karma mimansa 

69. Who were the first to establish trade links with India? 

(a) English (8) Portuguese 

(c) Dutch id) French 

70. Who was the head of the committee formed by the govern¬ 
ment to enquire into die Jallianwallah Bagh massacre? 

(a) O. Dyer ( b ) General Dyer 

(c) John Simon id) Hunter 

71. Which of the following movements truly reflected the spirit 
of Hindu-Muslim unity? 

(a) Swadeshi Movement 

(b) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(c) Quit India Movement (d) Khilafat Movement 

72. Who was the Congress President when India became free? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi ( b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Sardar Patel id) J.B. Kripalani 

73. Exposing the exploitive nature of die British rule in India 
resulting in the poverty of the Indians, the 'Drain' theory was pio¬ 
neered by: 

(a) C.Y. Chintamani (l>) G.K. Gokhale 

(«•) Dadabhai Naoroji id) Lala LajpatRai 

74. What did Gandhiji do to practise the ideals of truth and 
non-violence m 1916? 

(a) He joined the Indian National Congress 

(b) He founded Sabarmati Ashram near Ahmedabad 

ic) He founded the Gujarat Vidyapeeth 

id) He started an all-India Satyagraha 

75. Who was made the Home Minister when Jawaharlal Nehru 
formed the Interim Government m 1946? 

(«) Mohd Ali Jinnah (b) Baldev Singh 

(c) Liaqat Ali Khan (d) Sardar Patel 

76. The tomb at Sikandra is that of, 

(«) Babur (b) Humayun 

ic) Akbar (d) Jahangir 

77. Panchavati Raj in India was introduced m the year: 

(a) 1952 (b) 1956 

<c) 1959 (d) 1961 

78. The Vikrama Samvat is counted from: 

(a) 58B.C. (b) 7RA.D. 

(r) 319 A.D. (d) 712A.D. 

79. The historical source attributed to Megasthanes is: 

(a) The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea 

(b) Geography 

(c) Indica (d) Naturalis Historia 

80. Jainism had the patronage of; 

(a) PnshyamitraSunga (b) Kanishka 

(c) Samudragupta . (d) Kharavela 

81. Vatapi was the capital of the: 

(a) Paliavas (b) Rashtrakutas 

; (r) Chalukyas (d) Senas 

82. The Greek ambassador who visited the court of Chandra- 
gupta Maurya was: 

(a) Seleucos (b) Megasthanes 

k) Tacitus (d) Heliodoros 

83. Fahien visited India during the time of the: 

(a) Mauryas (b) Sungas 

(c) Kushanas (d) Guptas 

84. The King of Kamarupa who was a contemporary of Sasanka 


(a) Rajyabardhana 
(c) Frabhakarbardhan 


• (b) Bhaskarbarman 
(d) Devagupca 


85. The great Pala king who was involved in a contest with the 
Pratiharas and the Rashtrakutas was: 

(a) Gopal (b) Dharmapala 

(c) Devapala (d) None of these 

86. The Cholas ruled in: 

(a) North India (b) South India 

(c) West India (d) Central India 

87. The Sultan who introduced price control for die market is; 

(a) Qutubuddin (b) Balban 

(c) Muhammad bin Tuglak (d) Alauddin 

88. The system of horse-posts was introduced by: 

(a) Babur (b) Akbar 

(c) Sher Shah (d) Sher Singh 

89. The Mughal Emperor known for his ruinous Deccan policy 
is: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jehangir 

(c) ShahJahan (d) Aurangzeb 

90. The nawab who was defeated in the battle of Buxar was: 

(a) MurshidKuli (b) Sirajuddaulah 

(c) Mir Kasim (d) Mirjafar 

91. The practice of Safi was abolished by: 

(a) Warren Hastings (b) Cornwallis 

(c) Bentinck (d) Hardinge 

92. The Indian Association was started by: 

(a) Surendra Nath Baneijee (b) Dadabhai Naoroji 
(e) Ananda Mohan Basu (d) Gandhi 

93. The Muslim League was founded in: 

(a) 1904 (b) 1905 

(c) 1906 (d) 1907 

94. The invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali gave a death blow to 
the political fortunes of: 

(a) Rohillas (b) Afghans 

(c) Mughals id) Marathas 

95. The fatter of die 'Ryotwari' system of land revenue was: 

(a) Sir John Shore (b) John Adam 

(c) Thomas Munro (d) Sir George Barlow 

96. ‘Go back to Vedas'was a call given by: 

(a) Vevekananda ’ (b) Dsyanand Saraswati 

(c) -Ram Krishna Paramhans (d) Raja Rammohan Roy 

97. To promote the cause of Indian independence. Home Rule 
Society, popularly called 'India House' was established in London by: 

(a) V.D. Savarkar (b) Shyamji Krishna Varma 
(c) Hardayal (d) Medan Lai Dhingra 

98. Mahatma Gandhi's thoughts were greatly influenced by: 

(a) BhagwadGita (b) Bible 

(c) The Upanishads (d) The Vedas 

99. The 'Separatist' system of representation by various relig¬ 
ious communities and otter groups was a prominent feature of the: 

(a) Indian Councils Act, 1861 

(b) Government of India Act, 1919 

(c) Government of India Act, 1935 
(jd) Indian Independence Act, 1947 

100. India was elected as the President of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in 1953. Who occupied this office on behalf of 
India? 

(a) V.K. Krishna Menon (b) Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 

(c) S. Radhakrishnan 

(d) Gopalaswamy Ayyangar 
CONSTmJTION 

101. Economic justice has been incorporated in the Constitution 
of India under 

(a) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Residuary Powers 

(d) Fundamental Duties 

102. Which ideal of the Constitution of India is achieved by the 
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implementation of the adult franchise in India? 

*- (a) Social equality (b) Economic equality 

(c) Political equality (d) Equality before law 

103. Which one of the following is a' source of revenue of a 
Municipal Committee? 

(a) Income tax (b) Octroi duty 

.. (e) Excise duty (d) Foreign assistance 

104. In a landmark judgement, the Supreme Court recently 
gave a historic verdict and held that a person has a "right to die". 
Which Section under the Indian Penal Code makes attempt to suicide 
a penal offence? 

(a) Section 307 ( h) Section 308 

• (c) Section 309 (d) Section 306 

105. While settling the controversial issue of reservations, the 
Supreme Court referred to "creamy layer". What does this signify? 

(a) Defence Services Personnel 

(b) Other Backward Classes 

, (c) economically better-of people 

(d) persons having very large income 

106. Which portion of the Indian Constitution reflects the mind 
and ideals of its framers? 

(a) Preamble 

( b ) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Directive Principles 

(d) Emergency Provisions 

107. The Constitution of India provides for: 

(a) single citizenship (b) multiple citizenship 

(< ) dual citizenship (d) None of the above 

108. The fundamental rights under the Indian Constitution are: 

(a) nine ( b ) ten 

(r) seven (d) six 

109. A Presidential proclamation can remain in force for: 

(a), three months (b) two months 

(c) six months 

(d) till the President revokes it 

110. The President of India is elected for: 

(a) 4 years (6) 6 years 

(c) 5 years (d) life 

111. The Chief Election Commissioner of India is: 

(a) elected by the Parliament 

(b) nominated by the Prime Minister 

(c) appointed by the President 

(d) None of these 

112. In an election, electioneering has to cease in a constituency: 

(a) 2 days before the poll 

(b) 48 hours before the commencement of polling 

(c) 48 hours betore the closing hour of polling 

(d) 24 hours before the poll 

113. The Constitution of India came into force on: 

(a) January 26,1950 ( b ) November 26,1950 

(c) November 26,1949 (d) January 26,1949 

114. In a Parliamentary form of government the executive is 
responsible to the: 

(a) people ‘ (b) President 

(c) legislature (d) judiciary 

115. The Public Accounts Committee submits its report to the: 

(a) Prime Minister (b) Finance Minister 

(c) President (d) Parliament 

116. Education was transferred to the Concurrent List from the 
State List by the: 

(a) 40th Amendment Act (b) 42nd Amendment Art 

(r) 43rd Amendment Act (d) 39th Amendment Act 

117. What is the nature of Indian Constitution? 

(a) Non*federal (b) Unitary 

(c) Quasi-federal (d) Federal 

118. The 7th Schedule of the Indian Constitution contains: 


(a) allocations of seats for each State and Union Territory 
in Parliament 

(b) Union List, State List and Concurrent List 

(c) Forms of Oaths and Affirmations 
id) Official languages of India 

119. Jammu and Kashmir State adopted its separate Constitu¬ 
tion on: 

(a) 26 January 1950 (b) 15 August 1952 

(c) 26 November 1957 (d) 26 January 1957 

120. What is the duration of zero hour in the Lok Sabha? 

(a) 15 minutes (b) Half an hour 

(c) One hour (d) Not specified 

121. For amendment of the election procedure of the President 
of India or his powers, the requirement is: 

(a) the Parliament passes the bill with 2/3rds majority 

(b) no amendment is passed when a person holds the 
office 

(c) besides passage of the bill in Parliament by the re¬ 
quired majority, the legislatures of atleast half of the 
States must ratify it 

(d) two-thirds majority in the Rajya Sabha is necessary 

122. Equal pay for equal work lor both men and women has 
been laid down in the Indian Constitution as one of the: 

(a) Fundamental Rights (b) Fundamental Duties 

(c) Guidelines in the Preamble 

(d) Directive Principles of State Policy 

123. A member of either House of Parliamenf will be disquali¬ 
fied from being a member if: 

(a) expelled by the part}' on whose ticket he was elected 

(b) the party on whose ticket he was elected merges with 
another political party 

(c) after nomination he does not join any political part} 
within a period of six months 

(d) he lias voluntarily given up membership of the part} 
on whose ticket he was elected 

124. The basic structure theory of the Constitution of Indi* 
implies that: 

(a) certain features of the Constitution are so essential to ii 
that they cannot be abrogated 

(b) fundamental rights cannot be abridged or taken away 

(c) the Constitution cannot be amended except in accord 
ance with the procedure prescribed in Art. 368 

(d) the Preamble of the Constitution cannot be amendec 
for it is not a part of the Constitution and at the samt 
time represents its real spirit. 

125. Article 254 of the Indian Constitution describes which o 
the following? 

(a) The Parliament has the power to increase the numbei 
of judges 

(b) The Union and States have concurrent powers to legis 
late on any matter enumerated in List III 

v (c) In case of any conflict between Union laws and Stah 
laws, the Union laws shall prevail 
Jd) The Union has exclusive power to make laws on anj 
matter not enumerated in the concurrent list or Stall 
list 

(e) The Governor of a State is the Executive head of the 
State Government 

ECONOMY 

126. 'Foreign aid' to India denotes inflow of resources fron 
abroad m the form of: 

(a) credit extended by suppliers 

(b) NRI deposits 

(c) grants and grant component of loans 

(d) grants and loans 

127. The exchange value of the rupee is determined with refer 
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enceto: 

. (a) (he US dollar <b) the British pound 

(c) a basket of selected currencies 

(d) none of the above 

128. Under perfect competition and short run, a firm would 
continue to produce provided: 

(a) it is able to recover its fixed costs 

(b) it is able to recover its variable costs 

(c) its loss does not exceed a specified amount 
(<i) it is able to recover its total cost 

129. A Free Port is one which: 

(a) allows duty free imports 

(b) does not have customs checking 

(c) has free entry of re-exportable goods 

(d) has free entry of imports from specified countries 

130. Currency notes of RBI must be backed by not less than a 
specified: 

(a) percentage of note issue in the fonn of gold and for¬ 
eign securities 

(h) percentage of note issue in the form of government 
securities 

(c) amount of gold and foreign securities 

(d) amount of government securities 

131. "Revenue receipts" of the Government of India do not 
include: 

(a) Interest (b) Profits and Dividends 

(r) Recoveries of Loans (d) Rent from Property 

132. The lines joinirfg the places of equal labour and transporta¬ 
tion costs are known as - 

(a) isotims (b) isochrones 

(c) isohypses id) isodapanes 

133. In India, "budgetary deficit" of the Government of India 
(GOi) is defined as: 

(a) not increase in GOI treasury bills and withdrawals 
from cash balances 

( b ) net addition to total liabilities of the COl 

(c) net increase in RBI credit to GOI 

(if) excess of revenue expenditure over revenue receipts of 
GOI 

134 A subscriber to the new issues expecting to sell his allot¬ 
ment of securities at a profit when trading in them begins is called a: 

(u) Bull (b) Bear 

(c) Stag id) Cow 

135 Rupee convertibility aims at: 

(a) increasing the export 

(b) reducing bureaucratic control 

(c) decreasing incentive for Hawala market 

(d) all of the above 

136. The country where death rate is lowest in the world is: 

(a) Kuwait ( b ) Japan 

(c) United States of America (if) Canada 

137. Which of the following is true? 

(a) Physical planning is more important than financial 
' planning 

. ’ (b) Financial planning is more important than physical 

planning 

(c) Physical and financial plannings are equally important 
id) Physical and financial plannings are complementary 

138. Which of the following is more effective to control prices in 
the long run? 

(a) Increase in employment 

(b) Decrease in the rate of interest 
. <c) Increase in production 

(d) Decrease in the government expenditure 

139. Which of the following is the major item of expenditure in 
-the budget of 1995-96? 


(a) Central Plan (b) Interest payment 

(c) Non-planned expenditure (if) Defence expenditure 

140. Which of the following organizations is known as apex 
organization for industrial finance in India? 

(a) Industrial Development Bank of India 

(b) Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India 

(c) Reserve Bank of India 

id) Industrial Finance Corporation of India 

141. 'From each according to his ability, to each according to his 
need ’ is the theoretical slogan of: 

(a) Feudal System (b) Capitalist System 

(c) Fascist System . (d) Communist System 

142. The National Bank for Agricultural and Rural Develop¬ 
ment (NABARD) is planning to disburse production and investment 
refinance of about how much amount during 1995-% for agricultural 
and rural development with a view to substantially stepping up 
ground level credit flow? 

(a) Rs 5,000 crores ( b) Rs 10,000 crores 

(c) Rs 15,000 crores id) Rs 20,000 crores 

(<?) Rs 12,000 crores 

143. Which of the following institutions/organisations has 
been entrusted with the job of determining the various service 
charges to be levied by banking sector? 

(a) National Institute of Bank Management 

(b) Indian Institute of Bankers 
(<■) Indian Banks'Association 

(if) Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of India 
ir) Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta 

144. Approach of the Wanning Commission to the 8th Five-Year 
Plan aims at a growth rate of: 

(a) 5.6% (6) 6.5% 

(c) 7.2% (d) 4.5% 

145. The maximum amount of revenue accrues to the Govern¬ 
ment of India through: 

(a) Railways (b) Income Tax 

(r) Excise duties (d) Direct taxes 

146. As per the 1994-95 Economic Survey what was the eco¬ 
nomic growth rate tor 1994-95? 

(a) .4.3 per cent (b) 5.3 per cent 

(c) 6.2 per cent (if) 3.4 per cent 

147. Industrial growth during 1994-95 was estimated at: 

(a) 6 per cent (b) 7 per cent 

(c) 8 per cent (d) 9 per cent 

148. In India, Five-Year Plans for economic growth are finally 
approved by the: 

(«) Planning Commission (b) Finance Commission 

(c) Government of India 

(d) National Development Council 

149- How many banks were nationalised in 1969? 

(a) 8 (b) 2 

(c) 14 (d) 20 

150. Labour force of a country is: 

(a) Us total population (b) Its adult population 

(r) The total of employed persons 
id) The portion of population available for employment 
SCIENCE 

151. The Indian scientist whose name is associated with a cer¬ 
tain type of elementary particles, is: 

(a) Raman (b) Bose 

(c) Chandrashekhar (if) Saha 

152. liie plants get their carbon from CO 2 of the atmosphere. 
This was observed by: 

(a) Louis Pasteur (b) DeBary 

s(c) DeSaussure (d) Charles Darwin 

153. A defect in lens due to the dispersion of light is called: 

(a) myopia (b) astigmatism 
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ter: 


(c) spherical aberration (d) chromatic aberration 

154. Rutherford is the scientist noted for: 

(a) the discovery of isotopes 

(b) the invention of the cyclotron 
(e) the invention of the synchrotron 

(d) the first man-made transmutations 

155. Sound waves above 20,000 cps. are called; 

(a) supersonic (b) overtones 

(c) infrasonic . (d) ultrasonic 

156. As a metal rod increases in length due to heating its diame- 


(b) decreases 


(a) increases 
(c) remains the same 

157. A rubber balloon is blown up with carbon dioxide which is 
almost 1.5 times as dense as air. As the balloon expands the buoyant 
force of the air outside the balloon: 

(a) decreases (b) remains the same 

(c) increases 

158. On a clear, calm day as the temperature decreases, the 
relative humidity: 

(a) increases (b) decreases 

(c) remains the same 

159. Which five-year-plan terminated one year before its sched¬ 
uled period? 

(a) second (b) third 

(c) fourth (</) fifth 

During photosynthesis, plants need: 

(a) Oxygen (6) Nitrogen 

(c) Water (d) Carbon dioxide 

The element which has more than one form is called: 


160. 


161. 


(b) allotropes 
(d) proton 


(b) atomic reactors 


by: 


(a) electron 
(c) isotope 

162. 'Heavy water’ is used in: 

(a) making soft drinks 

(c) car battery 

(d) hospitals for drinking 

163. A stick partly immersed in water appears bent because of: 

(a) reflection (b) polarisation 

. (c) refraction (d) scattering 

164. The velocity of the sound in vacuum is: 

(a) greater than in air (b) less than in air 

(c) same as in air ( d) None of these 

165. Ball bearings are used in cycles, scooters, mobikes etc to: 
(a) reduce friction between wheel and axle 

{b) increase friction between wheel and axle 

(c) to reduce friction between ground and vehicle 

(d) to reduce area of contact between the two surfaces in 
contact 

166. Pasteurisation of milk means: 

(a) heating of milk to about 100°C 

(b) heating of milk to about 62°C 

(c) cooling of milk to about 4°C 
id) cooling of milk to about 0°C 
Who discovered Neutron? 

(a) Rutherford (b) Einstein 

(e) Chadwick (d) Otto Hahn 

The equivalence of mass and energy has been established 


167. 


168 . 


(a) Rutherford (b) Planck 

(c) Neils Bohr •• id) Einstein 

169. Which one is absent in air? 

(a) Oxygen (b) Nitrogen 

(c) Hydrogen (d) Helium 

170. The possible method of separation of two liquids if they 
have appreciable difference in boiling point is: 


(a) distillation (b) fractional distillation 

(c) crystallisation (d) sublimation 

171. Source of vitamin C is: 


00 milk (6) egg 

(c) citrus fruit (d) carrot 

172. What is the main function of the tail of a bird? 

(a) To help the bird to float in air 

(b) To balance the body 

(c) To generate speed during flying 

(d) lb control direction during flying 

173. Which one of the following vitamins is not soluble in fat? 
(a) A (b) D (c) C (d) K 

174. Which one of the following food chains is correct? 

(a) grass—grasshopper—hawk—toad 

(b) leaf—lion—deer—pig 

(c) fruit—monkey—tiger—cow 
(if) algae—prawn—fish—man 

175. How long haemoglobin in blood may remain alive? 

(a) 80 days (b) 100 days 

(c) 120 days (d) whole life 

GEOGRAPHY 


176. The natural vegetation of Savanna consists of: 

(a) tall grass (b) scrub jungle 

(c) short grass 00 trees 

177. Which one of the following ranges forms the Water divide 
between Narmada and Tapti rivers? 

(a) Aravalli (b) Satpura 

(c) Kaimur (d) Vindhyan 

178. Which one of the following environment supports the 
growth of Mangrove swamp? 

(a) Tidal flat (b) Monsoon 

(c) Equatorial (<0 Mixed 

179. Which one of the following States of India receives rainfall 
during the winter from the Mediterranean disturbances? 

(a) Gujarat (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Punjab (d) Tamil Nadu 

180. Steppes are: 

(a) winds blowing m and around Mediterranean Sea 
, (b) temperate grassland regions m Eurasia 

(c) tribals of Madhya Pradesh 

(d) huge temples of Egypt 

181. Trade winds are: 

(a) winds that blow from the sub-tropical belts towards 
polar regions 

(b) winds that blow from the sub-tropical belts towards 
equator 

(c) winds that blow from polar regions towards sub-tropi¬ 
cal belts 

(d) hot dry winds blowing from Sahara to the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea 

182. In which continent is Atacama Desert situated? 

(a) North America (b) South America 

(c) Asia (d) Africa 

183. A bowl-shaped depression created as a result of glacial 
erosion high on a mountain side is called: 

(a) tam (b) hum 

(c) hanging trough (rf) cirque 

184. The latitude of a place, on a night of clear sky, am be 
determined by determining: 

(a) the angular distance of the Pole Star above the horizon 

(b) the altitude of Venus 

(c) the angle between earth, Venus and Pole Star 

(d) cannot be determined in night 

185. Which of the following practices of cultivation can be 
referred to crop rotation? 

(a) Different crops are repeatedly grown on the same land 
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in a specific order 

(6) Different crops in the same season 

(c) The some crop in different seasons 

(d) The same crop in different fields 

186. In whidt of die following regions maximum amount of 
groundwater reserves has been tapped? 

(a) Peninsular India (b) North Indian plains 

(c) Coastal plains 

(d) Himalayan mountain system 

187. In which State of India dry-farming is practised? 

(a) Maharashtra (b) Gujarat 

(e) Rajasthan (d) Assam 

188 Which is NOT a Tundra type of vegetation? 

(a) Lichens (b) Mosses 

(e) Sedges (d) Steppes 

189. Which of the following words explains a narrow strip of 
land which joins two large land areas, otherwise separated by the 
sea? 

ia) Isthmus (b) Strait 

(c) Bay (d) Peninsula 

190. What percentage of the total geographical area of India is 
covered by forests? 

(a) 70% (b) 60.88% 

(c) 34.88% (d) 22.88% 

191. Ajanta caves are situated in: 

(a) Maharashtra (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Tamil Nadu 

192. As we go up in the atmosphere: 

(a) temperature decreases and pressure increases 

(b) both temperature and pressure decrease 

(c) both temperature and pressure increase 

(d) temperature increases and pressure decreases 

193. Which State is covered mostly with black soil? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Bihar (d) Punjab 

194. The mam cause of occurrence of earthquakes is' 

(a) movement m earth strata (b) volcanic eruptions 
(c) nuclear explosions (d) storms 

195. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of 
planets in order of increasing distance from the sun? 

(a) Venus, Mars, Uranus, Mercury 

(b) Mercury, Earth, Vienus, Mars 

(c) Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars 
id) Jupiter, Mercury, Venus, Earth 
(c) None of these 

196. As per the recent report of a study sponsored by the De¬ 
partment of Ocean Development, the most polluted coastal waters 
are those along the: 

(a) Coromandel coast (b) Kerala coast 

(c) Maharashtra coast 

(d) Kachch area of Gujarat coast 

, 197. Ultra violet radiation of the sun does not reach the earth 

extensively as the upper layers of the atmosphere contain: 

I (a) oxygen (b) ozone 

(c) carbon monoxide (d) fluorocarbons 

198. The river Cauvery originates from which of the following 
States? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Karnataka id) Madhya Pradesh 

199. Which of the south Indian rivers flow in the Arabian Sea? 

(a) Narmada and Tapti (b) Chambal and Betwa 

(c) Krishna and Kaveri (d) Damodar and Mahanadi 

200. The main river in Sikkim is: 

(a) Jaldhaka (b) Manas 

(c) Tista (d) Tbrsa 

201. Which one of the following canals is not used for irrigation? 


(b) Indira Gandhi Canal 
id) Buckingham Canal 


(a) Upper Ganga Canal 
(c) Vwstem Yamuna Canal 

202. Black soil is best suited for: 

(a) cotton (b) wheat 

(c) jute id) rice 

203. Which of the following States leads in the production of 
wheat? 

(a) Punjab (b) Haryana 

(c) Uttar Pradesh id) Madhya Pradesh 

204. Which of the following countries experiences frequent 
earthquakes? 

(a) Japan (b) Singapore 

(c) Mexico id) Iraq 

205. On which river is Hirakud Dam built? 

(a) Sutlej (b) Damodar 

(c) Ganga id) Mahanadi 

206. On which of the following rivers is Washington (USA) 
situated? 

(a) Danube , (b) Potomac 

1c ) Nile (d) Hudson 

207. Thumbs is in: 

(a) Kerala (b) Karnataka 

(c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Goa 

208. Which part of India is closest to Indonesia? 

(a) Mizoram 

(b) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

(c) Wlest Bengal (d) Tripura 

209. Digboi oil fields are situated in: 

(a) Assam (b) West Bengal 

(c) Gujarat (d) Tamil Nadu 

210 Area drained by a river is called: 

(a) Valley (b) Plateau 

(c) Basin (d) Flood plain 

GENERAL 

211. Indian Institute of Science is situated in: 

(a) Bombay (b) New Delhi 

(b) Ahmed abad (d) Bangalore 

212. Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra is a maestro of which of the 
following dance forms? 

(a) Kathak (b) Kathakali 

(c) Bharat Natyam (d) Kuchipudi 

(c) Odissi 

213. Mahatma Gandhi was referred to as "the Father of the 
Nation" first by: 

(a) Jawahar Lai Nehru (b) Vallabhbhai Patel 
(c) C. Rajagopalacharya (d) Subhash Chander Bose 

214. Name the person who received both Bharat Ratna and 
Nishan-e-Pakistan: 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi . (b) AyubKhan 

(c) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

(d) Morarji Desai 

215. Excessive consumption of alcoholic drinks causes damage 
to the: 

(a) Kidney (b) Heart (c) Lungs (d) Liver 

216. The Election Commission functions under: 

(a) Ministry of Law 

(b) Prime Minister's Secretariat 

(c) Ministry of Home Affairs 

(d) None of these 

217. Where is die Tata Institute of Fundamental Research situ¬ 
ated? 

■- {a) Bombay (b) Pune (c) Nasik (d) Bangalore 

218. In which year will U.K. give possession of Hong Kong to 
China? 

(a) 1990 (b) 1995 Jc) 1997 (d) 2000 

219. Which Indian State has the largest population? 
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(a) Kerala ( b ) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Uttar Pradesh 

220. 'Kalinga Prize' is awarded for: 

( a } promoting international peace 

(b) improving public understanding of science 

(c) promoting literature (d) investigative journalism 

221. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 

(a) "Swarajya is my birthright"—Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) "Dilli Chalo"—Subhash Chander Bose 

1 (c) "You give me blood and I will give you freedom"— 

Winston Churchill 

(d) Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan—Jawahar Lai Nehru 

222. Which of the following is the highest rank in Air Force? 

(a) Wing Commander (b) Flying Officer 

(c) Squadron Leader (d) Air Commodore 

223. 'Operation Hood' refers to: 

(a) use of preventive measures for flood devastatfon 
, lb) dairy development for increased milk production 
’ (c) a study of floods in India 
Id) military operation in Siachen Glacier area of J & K 

224. The word "Sardeshmukhi" is associated with: 

(a) Music (b) Religion 

(c) Revenue (d) Education 

. 225. The pink city Jaipur was founded by: 

(a) Bhagwan Das (b) Man Singh 

(c) Mirza Raja Jai Singh (d) Sawai Jai Singh 

226. Mahadev Desai was Secretary to: 

(a) Motilal Nehru ( b ) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Jawahar Lai Nehru (d) Morarji Desai 

227. The highest mountain peak of Himalayas is in: 

(a) India (b) Bhutan 

(c) Nepal id) Tibet 

228. Which city of India has the largest Zoological garden? 

(a) Delhi (b) Calcutta 

(c) Bombay (d) Jaipur 

229. What season is there in Australia during Christmas? 

(a) winter (b) summer (c) spring (d) autumn 

230. Which of the following is referred to as the Fourth Estate? 

(a) Press (b) Doordarshan 

(c) Judiciary Id) Parliament 

231. Kandla is a: 

(a) seaport (b) aeroplane 

(c) glacier (d) car 

232. Which one of the following hill stations is situated in 
Himachal Pradesh? 

(a) Kasauli (b) Muwoorie 

(c) Ooty (d) Pahaigam 

233. Bhoodan movement was started by: 

(a) Acharya Vinoba Bhave (b) Jaya Prakash Narayan 
(c) M.K. Gandhi id) Gautama Buddha 

234. Who invented the script for the Mind? 

(a) Louis Braille (b) Guttenburg 

(r) Sholes (if) Caxton 

235. The United Nations has completed how many years of its 
existence? 

(a) 75 (b) 60 

(c) 40 (d) 50 

(e) None of these 

236. Which of the following will be the function of the recently 
set up NationalC w n mi ttee on Children? 

(a) It will monitor the welfare schemes of children 

(b) It will control the use of child labour in factories 

(c) it will retfeiw die developmental programmes imple¬ 
mented by various State governments for children 

^ 4 y^lyae the'rituation af children in 
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(e) None of these 

237. The U.N. Peace Keeping Forces have pulled out in March 
this year from which of the following countries? 

(a) Cambodia (b) Nigeria 

(c) Haiti , (d) Somalia 

(e) None off these 

238. Assembly election to which of the States were not held 
during February-March 1995? 

(a) Bihar (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Karnataka (d) Gujarat 

(e) Manipur 

239. Which of the following cities are in descending order o! 
population? 

(a) Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Delhi 

(b) Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, Madras 

(c) Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras 
id) Madras, Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay 

240. Who is author of the book "In Custody"? 

. (a) V.S. Naipal (b) R.K. Narayanan 

(c) T.S. Piliai id) AmritaPritam 

(e) VikramSeth 
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Resume of Expected 
Questions on Current Affairs 


Where has the Indian Institute for En¬ 
trepreneur Development (IIED) been set 
up end for what purpose? 

Ahmedabad. It is the first institution 
of its kind for providing training for en¬ 
trepreneurship development for women. 

Where is the Centre for ArtificUl’ln- 
telligence and Robotics (CAIR) located? 

Bangalore. The Centre has developed 
a robot vision based inspection system 
which can test a composite material just 
by "seeing" it. 

Where is the UN's first regional space 
centre for Asia Pacific located? 

, New Delhi. 

Where was the 11th Non Aligned 
Movement (NAM) summit held? 

Cartagena, Colombia. 

Whire was the World Summit on 
Women held? 

Beijing, China. A parallel NGO sum¬ 
mit was held in Huarou, 50 km away. 

Where is the world's longest and larg¬ 
est hydro power tunnel being built? 

Nathpa-Jhakri in Himachal Pradesh. 
The tunnel is part of the Nathpa-Jhakri 
Hydroelectric Project being built on the 
river Sutlej. 

Where is the world's largest giant 
metrewave radio telescope being built? 

Khadod, near Pune. 

Where is the world'B highest tele¬ 
scope being installed? 

. Hanley in Ladakh district of J&K. 

Which country is assisting in the build¬ 
ing of the Dalhasti Power Project in J&K? 

France. 

' Which country has India entered into 
an agreement to train each other's civil 
servants? 

China. 

In which State is the Uri hydroelec¬ 
tric project located? 

Jammu & Kashmir. The project is 
scheduled to be commissioned in Decem¬ 


ber 

In which State was India's first all 
women multi-purpose co-operative soci¬ 
ety instituted? 

Meghalaya. 

The longest railway tunnel on the 
Konkan railway route is situated at what 
place? 

Barcem. The tunnel is 3400 metres 
long. 

Name the sanctuary which has been 
placed by UNESCO in the world heritage 
list. 

Ghana Sanctuary in Assam. 

Where has India's 13th oil refinery 
been set up? 

Panangudi in Tamil Nadu. It has been 
set up by Madras Refineries Ltd ajd dedi¬ 
cated to the nation on February 15, '95. 

Which city is the most expensive in 
the world to set up an office? 

Bombay, followed by Tokyo and 
Hong Kong. 

Where is the United Nations Univer¬ 
sity located? 

Ibkyo. 

Where is the tallest tower in Asia 
located? 

Shanghai, China. It is the 468 metre 
Oriental Pearl television tower 

Where was the World Theatre Festi¬ 
val held in July '95? 

Avignon, France. 

Where is Indian first satellite air 
freight city proposed to be set up? 

Near New Delhi, jp 

Which ASEAN country celebrated its 
Nth year of independence on August 17, 
1995? 

Indonesia. 

Where were the 1995 world univer¬ 
sity games held? 

Fukoka, Japan. 

Where is the Cogentrix Thermal 
Powfer Project proposed to be set up? 


Mangalore in Karnataka. 

In which foreign city has the first 
Indian representation been set up which 
is funded entirely by the private sector? 

Riga, the capital of Latvia. Ten Indian 
companies have pooled in Rs 25 lakh for 
setting up the India Hade Centre at Riga. 

What is the new name of Aurangabad 
in Maharashtra? 

Sambhaji Nagar. 

What is the new name proposed to be 
given to the city of Ahmedabad, by the 
Gujarat government? 

Kamavati. 

Which State has the highest birth 
rate? 

Uttar Pradesh. 

Where has the sixth Indian Institute 
of Technology (ITT) been set up? 

•Guwahati, Assam. 

What is C-Dac and where is it lo¬ 
cated? 

Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-Dac). It is located at Pune. 0 

What is the name of the electronic 
communication network of the Reserve 
Bank of India? 

The RBINET. It will connect RBI with 
commercial banks. It can transmit data Hies, 
text files and binary Hies, and will also en¬ 
able transmission of circulars to banks. 

What is BOLT? 

BSE On-Line Trading System (BOLT) 
is a fully computerised trading system for 
trading in shares at the Bombay Stock 
Exchange. 

What is Hie name of the computer 
operating system launched by Microsoft 
in 1995? 

Windows 95. 

Name the first Indian army chief to 
have died in office. 

Gen B C Joshi. 

Who was head of the tenth Finance 
Commission? 
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K C Pant. 

Name the Indian born conductor of 
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. 

' Zubin Mehta. 

Who was the Chief Guest at the 1995 
Republic Day? 

Nelson Mandela, President of South 
Africa. 

Name the famous British actor of In¬ 
dian origin whose original name was 
Krishna Banji. 

Ben Kingsley, who played the role of 
Gandhi in Richard Attenborough’s film. 

Name the youngest Chief Minis terof 
an Indian State to be sworn in for the 
fourth time. 

Gegong Apong, Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

Name the Indian whose wax statue 
was installed at the Hall of Fame at Ma¬ 
dame Tussauds' in London. 

P V Narasimha Rao. 

Who is India's youngest International 
Woman (chess) Master? 

Nishita Mohota. She is only 14 years 
old. 

Who is the chairman of the Minori¬ 
ties Commission of Indi a? 

Justice (retd) Mohammed Sardar Ali 
Khan. 

Name the scientist who has been se¬ 
lected for the Trieste based Third World Sci¬ 
ence Academy Award for physical sciences. 

R Cowsik, director of the Indian In¬ 
stitute of Astrophysics, for his contribu¬ 
tion to the study of massive neutrinos. 

Who has been awarded the Robert F 
Kennedy Human Rights Award? 

Kailash Satyarthi, head of the South 
Asian Coalition on Child Servitude. He 
was chosen for his contributions to cam¬ 
paigns against child labour. 

Name the American bom human rights 
activist who was released just before the UN 
Women's Conference in China? 

Harry Wu. 

What is the name of the US football 
playerwho was acquitted from a murder 
charge? 

O J Simpson. 

Who is the owner of Zee Television? 

Subhash Chandra. ' / 

. 1 ‘ / 


Who is the head of Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO)? 

Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul 
Kalam. 

Name the Indian who has been 
elected vice president of the World Me¬ 
teorological Organisation (WMO), a 
specialised agency of the UN. 

N Sen Roy, director general of Indian 
Meteorological Department. This is the 
highest office an Indian has occupied in 
the WMO. 

Who created the Indian Air Force and 
military aviation record by becoming the 
first IAF officer to log 12,900 hours of fly¬ 
ing without a single accident? 

Group Captain AD Karandikar. He cre¬ 
ated the record in his 27 years of service. For 
11 years, he has been flying WIPs. 

Economy 

What amount was paid by India in 
1993-94 towards debt service payment, 
including prinicipal and interest? 

$ 8.4 billion. 

What is India's per capita gross na¬ 
tional product, as per the World Bank?" 

$ 310 by conventional standards. When 
calculated by the Purchasing Power Parity 
(PPP) method taking into account what the 
currency buys in the market, it is $ 1250. 

Name Switzerland's first Indian 
owned private bank. 

AMAS Bank Ltd. The bank has been 
founded by the Hinduja group. 

What is the current prime lending rate 
of banks in India? 

15 per cent. The rate was increased 
by 1 per cent from February 16, '95. 

Which British bank collapsed in Feb¬ 
ruary '95 because of losses in the stock 
market? 

Barings Pic. 

Who was responsible for the Barings 
bank collapse? 

Nicholas Leeson. 

What was the name of the Japanese 
Bank that reportedly lost $ 1.1 billion by 
trading in bonds? 

Daiwa Bank. 

' Which company has tied up with 


Daewoo of South Korea topzoduce cars In 
India? 

DCM. DCM-Daewoo has launched 
the Cielo model in India. 

What was India's growth rate for1994- 
95 as per the economic survey? 

5.3 per cent. Industrial growth has 
been estimated at 8 per cent. 

Which product is the largest net for¬ 
eign exchange earner for India? 

Textiles. 

What amount of foreign exchange 
was earned by the tourism industry in 
1994-95? 

Rs 7365.61 crore. 

Which country was the biggest World 
Bank borrower in the fiscal year ending 
June 30,1995? 

China, which received $ 3.bii!ion from 
the Bank, followed by Mexico with $ 2.3 
billion and India with $ 2.1 billion. 

For what purpose was the Malegam 
committee set up? 

The Malegam committee was set up 
by the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) to study the primary market 
disclosure norms. 

For what purpose was the G S Patel 
committee set up? 

The G S Patel committee was set up 
by SEBI on re-introduction of forward trad¬ 
ing in stock exchanges of India. 

What is the level of India's debt as on 
March '95? 

$ 95,321 million, according to the RBI 
report for 1994-95. 

What is the growth rate of India for 
1994-95? 

5.5 per cent, according to the RBI re¬ 
port for 1994-95. 

What is the name of the mines in M.P. 
which caused a controversy when they 
were handed over to a private party? 

Bailadila mines in M.P. The mines 
were given to Nippon Denro Ispat of the 
Mittal Group. 

Books 

Who is the author of the book "Cross¬ 
ing the Threshhold of Hope"? 

Pope John Paul II. This is tire Hist 
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book ever written by a sitting Pope for a 
general audience. 

Who has written the book "Long Walk 
lb Freedom"? 

Nelson Mandela. 

Who is the author of foe book "Free¬ 
dom Behind Ban"? 

Kiran Bedi. 

What is the name of Salman Rushdie's 
new book? 

The Moor's Last Sigh. 

Who has written the book "The 
Anatomy of a flawed existence"? 

) N Dixit, former foreign secretary of 
India. 

Who is the author of the book "Men 
Ekawan Kavitayen"? 

Atal Behari Vajpayee. 

Who is the author of the book "The 
OtherHair? 

P V Narasimha Rao. 

What is foe name of Khushwant Singh's 
autobiography? 

Truth, Love and a Little Malice. 

Who has written "The End of Racism"? 

Dinesh D'Souza. 

Who is foe author of foe book "Muslim 
Law and the Constitution"? 

A M Bhattacharjea. 

Defence 

What is the name of foe third indig¬ 
enously built missile boat of the Indian 
Navy? 

INS Nashak. 

Name the pilotless target aircraft 
which has been developed by India? 

Rakshak. 

Whafis the name of India's surface 
fp air medium range missile? 

, Akash. It was successfully test fired 
frbm Balasore in Orissa on April 26, '95. 

What was foe purpose of "Operation 
Goodwill"? 

- Operation Goodwill was launched by 
foe army in Ladakh for foe welfare of the 
people, who remain cut off from the rest 
of the country during winter months. 

What is Operation Golden Bird? 

It is the military offensive against foe 
rebel groups in north-eastern India. 


What does "Operation Leap Forward" 
refer to? 

It is the largest offensive taken by foe 
Sri Lankan army to capture foe areas con¬ 
trolled by foe LTTE guerillas. 

For what purpose was "Operation 
Sunny Vale" launched? 

It was launched in Manipur to crack 
down insurgents of Imphal valley. 

What is Project Sampark? 

Project Sampark of foe Border Roads 
Organisation is responsible for construc¬ 
tion and maintenance of defence priority 
highways and roads covering areas in J&K, 
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. 

The launch pad for the test firing of 
India's missiles, situated at present at 
Chandipur, Orissa, is proposed to be 
shifted to which place? 

Wheeler group of islands, situated off 
foe Orissa coast. 

Sports 

Where was foe first National Para Glid¬ 
ing Championship held? 

Billing in Kangra district of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

Who were foe winners of foe1995Irani 
Trophy? With which game is this trop'hy as¬ 
sociated? 

Bombay. Irani Trophy is associated with 
one day cricket. 

India defeated which country to win foe 
1995 Sultan Azlan Shah hockey tournament, 
played in Malaysia? 

Germany. 

Which country won foe Singers cham¬ 
pions trophy one day cricket tournament 
played at Sharjah in October '95? 

Sri Lanka. 

Name foe winner of the 1995 US Open 
women's singles title? 

Steffi Graf of Germany 

Name the person who won the Intel 
World Chess ChWpionships,beating India's 
Vishwanath Anand. 

Garry Kasparov. 

Miscellany 

Who is foe director of "Schindler's 


List"? What is the film about? 

Steven Spielberg. The film is about 
Oskar Schindler, a German, who saved 
1200 jews from extermination during 
World War 11. 

For what are Auschwitz and Birkenau 
in Poland known for? 

These were locations of Nazi death 
camps. One and a half million jews were 
exterminated in these camps. On January 
27 and 28, 1995, a ceremony was held at 
these places to remind foe world that such 
a holocaust should not happen again. 

What are the new goals of the Na¬ 
tional Literacy Mission (NLM)? 

NLM would cover 10 acre adult lit¬ 
erates by 1997, up from the earlier target 
of 8 crore by 1995. 

Name the 185th member of the UN. 

Palau, a small island State, which was 
earlier a trust territory administered bv 
the USA. 

With what is "blue revolution" asso¬ 
ciated? 

Fish farming. 

In which year and where was the 
national flag first hoisted? 

Jn 1943, Netaji Subhash Chander Bose 
hoisted the national flag at foe Andaman 
and Nicobar islands. 

What was India's population in 1993? 

900.54 million, according to the World 
Bank Atlas. 

What is the new name of the tourist 
train "Palace on Wheels"? 

The Royal Orient. J 

Which agency has started India's first 
Radio Data Servicing? 

All India Radio. 

Which day is observed as the Inter¬ 
national Women's Day? 

March 8. 

Which day is observed as the World 
Health Day? 

April 7. 

Which day was observed as Anti-Ter¬ 
rorism Day? 

May 19. 

Which day is observed as World No 
IbbaccoDay? 

May 31. 

Which day is observed as foe Interna- 
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tional Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking? 

June 26, 

Which day is observed as the World 
Population Day? 

July 11. 

Which day in India is observed as 
Sports Day? 

, August 29, the birthday of late Dhyan 
Chand, the hockey wizard. 

Name India's first university in the pri¬ 
vate sector. 

Rajiv Gandhi University of Computer 
Sciences. 

For what purpose was the Dinesh 
Goswami committee set up? 

To suggest electoral reforms. 

WhatisNEDB? 

North Eastern Development Bank. It has 
been set up to finance industrial projects and 
projects in North East India. 

Which countries have been adjudged 
as the most corrupt countries in the world? 

Indonesia heads the list while India, 
Pakistan and China are among the most 
corrupt countries, by Transparency Interna¬ 
tional, a global coalition against corruption 
in international business. New Zealand, 
Denmark, Singapore and Finland are among 
the least corrupt. 

What is the phone density of India? 

One phone per hundred population. 
The Indian Telecom is the thirteenth largest 
in die world, in terms of size. 

How many States are being covered by 
the Total Literacy programme? 

12 . 

Which year has been designated as 
poverty eradication year by SAARC? 

1995. 

Which Indian language has the largest 
number of TV channels? 

Tamil. 

Name the virus which killed many 
people in Zaire? 

Ebola. 

What is kaleen and who gives this la¬ 
bel? 

Kateen is a label given by the Carpet 
Export Promotion Council (CEPC) indi¬ 
cating the non use of child labour in the 
manufacture of carpets. 


For what purpose was the \bhra Com¬ 
mittee set up? 

To probe the nexus between politi¬ 
cians and criminals. 

Name the first US space shuttle to dock 
with the Russian space station,Mir. 

Atlantis. 

Name the countries which decided to 
resume nuclear arms testing? 

France and China. 

Name the oldest newspaper in Asia. 

Bombay Samachar. It completed 173 
years of publication on June 30,1995 and 
is the fourth oldest in the world. 

What is Jan Shakti? 

It is a social organisation working to¬ 
wards creating awareness among the 
people for all round development. 

What does the Brown Amendment, re¬ 
cently passed by die US Senate, relate to? 

It allows the passage of a $ 370 mil¬ 
lion arms package to Pakistan, while also 
facilitating the sate of 28 F-16 aircraft which 
had been bought by Pakistan, to a third 
party and the money being re-imbursed 
to Pakistan. 

The Amendment partially overrides 
the Pressler Amendment under which 
sanctions were imposed on Pakistan in 
1990 for its secret nuclear weapons 
programme. 

For what purpose was the Khan com¬ 
mittee set up? 

To suggest ways to enable Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) to effectively 
handle competition from private opera¬ 
tors. It has recommended converting DoT 
into a private body. 

Which country is the largest wheat 
producer of the world? 

China. It is followed by USA and 
India. 

What is the new name of Connaught 
Place and Connaught Circus? 

Rajiv Chowk and Indira Chowk. 

Name die trains invotvedintheworst bain 
accident in India which occurred in1995. 

Kalindi Express and Purushottam 
Express. 

Name the President of Pakistan who 
visited India in May '95. 

Farooq Ahmed Leghari 


What is Vaatu Shastra? 

Ancient architectural rules guiding 
the construction of sacred buildings. 

What is the name of the trade agree¬ 
ment decided in the SAARC meeting? 

The South Asian Preferential Trade 
Agreement (SAPTA), which will come into 
operation in December '95. 

Which country is the leading arms 
supplier to the Third World? 

France. Its 1994 arms deals reached $ 
11.4 billion from $ 3.8 billion in 1993. US 
deals fell from $ 15.4 billion to $ 6.1 billion. 

What is the life expectancy at birth 
for India for 1991-96? 

61.6 years. 

What is the purpose of the Jain com¬ 
mission? 

Probing the conspiracy of the Rajiv 
Gandhi assassination. 

Name the Indian film directorwhose 
film about the Cuban boat people stirred 
up a controversy in USA? 

Mira Nair. The name of the film is 
"The Perez Family". 

Who is Miss Universe, 1995? 

Miss USA, Chelsi Smith. Miss India 
Manpreet Brar was the first runner up. 

Where is the Satyajit Ray Film and 
Television Institute being set up? 

Calcutta. This institute is the second 
of its kind after FTII, Pune. 

What is Project Moon? 

Project Moon is a scheme to soften 
hardened criminals through yoga. It has 
been successfully used in Bihar and is 
to be started in Thane jail in 
Maharashtra. 

Which Indian city's name has been 
given to a perfume launched by a French 
company? 

Jaipur. 

What is the total wind power gener¬ 
ating installed capacity in India? 

340 MW. Tamil Nadu leads with a 
capacity of 260 MW. 

What percentage of population in 
India lives below the poverty line? 

29.9 per cent. Orissa leads with 44.7 per 
cent followed by Bihar with 40.8 per cent 
The lowest is Wast Bernal with 27.6 pa cent 
and small States and UTfc with 7.7 per cent. 
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BANK P.0JBBVNABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Taxation of Agriculture 

Q. 'Like the non-agriculture sector, 
Agriculture should also be taxed—the na¬ 
ture, extent and method of taxation may 
vary'Comment 

Ans. In the context of taxation of 
agriculture, the main areas of concern to¬ 
day are firstly, whether agriculture should 
be taxed, secondly how it should be taxed, 
thirdly whether the initiative to impose 
agriculture income tax be on Central gov¬ 
ernment or on State governments and 
lastly, whether it is politically feasible to 
impose income tax on agriculture. To con¬ 
sider the first question, it should be noted 
that 'agriculture' as such is not tax-free 

Agriculturists pay certain taxes di¬ 
rectly These include land revenue, cesses 
and surcharges on land revenue and cesses 
on crops. In a very insignificant form is 
the agricultural Income tax which is lev¬ 
ied and collected by the States. This, how¬ 
ever, was just 1 per cent in 1951-52 and 
only about 0.4 per cent of the States' tax 
revenues in 1991-92. By and large, income 
from agriculture is not subjected to an 
income-tax except for the agricultural com¬ 
ponent of the net income of plantations. 
Direct agricultural taxes as percentage of 
State tax revenue has rapidly declined 
since economic planning started—from 
18.6 per cent in 1951-52 to 1.9 per cent in 
1991-92. The insignificance of the contri¬ 
bution of farmers is evident if we consider 
the tax revmues of the Centre and the 
Slates. Direct taxes paid by the farmers by 
way of land revenue and agricultural in¬ 
come tax worked out to be 7 per cent in 
1951-52 and came down rapidly to 0.9 per 
cent in 1991-92. Analysing the burden of 
taxation on agricultural and non-agricul- 
tural sectors in India, it has been observed 
that in general, the agricultural sector bears 
far less burden than the non-agricultural 


sector; die upper classes of people bear 
much less burden than the lower classes 
in both sectors; there is great scope for 
increase in agricultural taxation, specially 
upon the higher income groups. 

There is plenty of scope for taxation 
of agriculture/agricultural income. Direct 
taxes rat agriculture have remained almost 
static since 1950-51. Thus agriculture has 
not contributed anything significant for 
economic development, even though the 
, crude index of economic welfare of die 
agricultural sector has been rising. More¬ 
over, there is a high concentration of land 
in the hands of a few. In fact, this trend 
has been increasing over the past few 
years. Agriculture can be made to bear a 
larger burden of taxation after taking care 
of the special characteristics of agriculture. 
It is felt that the class who benefits from 
the substantial investments in agricul¬ 
ture—research, irrigation, fertiliser plants, 
rural electrification, credit, support 
prices—should also contribute a part of 
their prosperity towards the cost of devel¬ 
opment in general. Supporters of taxation 
of agriculture also feel that the green revo¬ 
lution and commercial farming have 
helped promote agricultural growth and 
prosperity. In this context, the present tax 
system has become outmoded, inad¬ 
equate. 

However, people who oppose taxa¬ 
tion of agriculture say that this agricul¬ 
tural prosperity has come to only a part of 
the farming family. Also, although 
commercialisation has taken place, the 
basic problem of land fragmentation 
amongst various impoverished farmers 
remain. They also argue that a part of in¬ 
come of big farmers is invested in financ¬ 
ing inputs of scientific agriculture. Besides, 
a large part of the big farmers come under 
die net of excise taxation on various manu- 
( factored goods now entering into the con¬ 


sumption patterns of these people. 

On die method of taxation and re¬ 
sponsibility by State or Central govern¬ 
ments also, there are varied views. Some 
say that although agriculture is a State 
subject, the Centre can take the initiative 
to tax agriculture. Ideally, there should be 
only one income-tax which should be Cen¬ 
trally levied. But it is debatable whether 
the State governments would relinquish 
their powers to the Centre or not, Some 
do point out that since the assessment of 
agricultural income will have to be based 
on the size and quality of land, it would 
be desirable to let die State governments 
collect the tax. One major problem would 
be duplication of income tax staff. One of 
the simple structures suggested was to take 
50 per cent of a farmer's agricultural pro¬ 
duction as cost and the remaining as in¬ 
come, which can be taxed. The tax reforms 
committee recommended that for tax pur¬ 
poses, agricultural income, in excess of an 
exception limit, of non-agricultural income 
assessees, should be dubbed with their 
non-agricultural income. By and large, one 
would feel that the general opinion is that 
agricultural income should be taxed— 
whatever be the method or extent. 

Foreign Print Media 

Q. Should foreign individuals or 
organisations be allowed to publish news¬ 
papers in India or enter into joint ventures 
or collaborations with Indian parties? Are 
we strong enough to withstand their en¬ 
try? Give your views on this issue. 

Ans. A lot has been said about die 
entry of the foreign sector into the Indian 
print media—both for and against. The 
issue is controversial and involves a whole 
lot of different views. 

Those who are stricUy against the 
entry say that supporters of the entry dc 
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riot care for the history, politics or consti¬ 
tutional legal situation. It has been said 
that the Fundamental Right to freedom of 
speech and expression including the free¬ 
dom of the Press, is guaranteed to Indian 
citizens only. Even Rupert Murdoch had 
to surrender his Australian citizenship and 
opt for American citizenship before he was 
able to own a TV station in that country. 
They also say that the newspaper 
industry's primary task is to be the watch¬ 
dog of the country's interests. Foreigners 
would have no such obligation. Besides, 
foreign media can financially ruin the 
Endian newspapers by selling its own 
products cheap. Foreigners dream of 
coming into the country not for the devel¬ 
opment of the country but for their own 
economic interests. Entry of foreign print 
media will bring with it three main dan¬ 
gers: end of plurality of the Indian press, 
information pollution and unbridled en¬ 
try of foreign nationals posing a security 
threat. Their entry should be opposed in 
principle. 

Supporters of the entry of foreign 
print media point out that it is the forte of 
us Indians to pick up cudgels the moment 
tfie word 'foreign' is mentioned—Blame it 
on the 'foreign hand', so to speak. From 
the time of the Justice Rajadhyaksh Press 
Commission in 1954 to the time of the 
Second Press Commission under Justice 
Mathews, to current years, the entry of 
foreign media in terms of "either shares or 
loans" has been vehemently opposed. This 
is basically because of the historical 
mindset which is responsible for the hys¬ 
terics created about the ushering in of the 
foreign press. The hue and cry created is 
but a poor reflection of the low self-confi¬ 
dence level of the Indian press. In fact, tire 
Indian Industry has long shied away from 
competition and it is about time that the 
sleeping Goliaths woke up in this arena 
too. 

In reality, the foreign media promises 
cost effectiveness, healthy competition, 
better remuneration, a greater number of 
jobs, a professional approach, better tech¬ 
nology and more money. Besides, the hys¬ 
terical group needs to remember that we 
are essentially talking of partnership of 
equals and tie-ups, not mass takeovers. 


They will be allowed 49% equity only and 
will be subject to all Indian laws on ob¬ 
scenity, libel and labour employment. The 
question of danger to the delicate security 
issues or the national integration of the 
country doesn't arise. Do we consider 
ourselves so susceptible to all external 
influences? Does our diffidence and lack 
of confidence blind u's so much that we 
fail to see the advantages of opening the 
doors of our country to newcomers? More¬ 
over—in whatever form—the foreign me¬ 
dia is already here and now, protesting 
against the advent of print media would 
be like closing the stable door after the 
horse has holted. 

While making any conclusion regard¬ 
ing this issue it would do well to remem¬ 
ber what the Father of the Nation said: "I 
do not want my house to be walled on all 
sides and my windows to be stuffed. I 
want the culture of all lands to be blown 
about my house as freely as possible. But 
I refuse to be blown off my feet by any of 
them..." 

Violence in Cinema 

Q. 'Hindi cinema is responsible for 
encouraging violence in society.' Com¬ 
ment 

Ans. Indian cinema is one of the larg¬ 
est in the world and India is one of the 
world's major film producers. Cinema is 
considered the easiest medium to reach 
the masses in the country. Using viewer- 
friendly language and attractive visuals, 
cinema manages to reach out to, and in¬ 
fluence a majority of the people in the 
country. 

Antagonists point out that with very 
few exceptions, Hindi feature films play 
up unsocial, unethical and, violent activ¬ 
ity. Generally stories are built around ro¬ 
mantic adventure, crime and criminals, 
vulgar human passions and sex scenes. 
There is always an underlying theme of 
the 'good' vs the 'evil' and invariably, the 
fight for justice —'insaf or 'nyay' being the 
commonly used words—is shown to be 
based on a foundation of violent protest. 
The hero is the angry young man who is 
willing to pick up cudgels against any¬ 
thing and everything that is unfair and 


unjust. Violence, infact, is taken to be the 
solution for every problem. It is almost 
surprising that die general idea that is con¬ 
veyed is that ultimately violence would 
bring a positive result. Cinema also pre¬ 
sents scenes of luxury living, unrealistic 
themes and the latest fashions and trends 
in modem permissive society. It is also felt 
that film producers do not realise their 
responsibility and produce high cost films 
with ostentatious sets. Such films encour¬ 
age the impressionable youth to imitate the 
heroes and heroines, They remain under the 
illusion that both emotions and wealth can 
be achieved by force. In order to initiate the 
glamour shown on the screen, foe youth (m- 
cluding people from respectable families) 
sometimes are led to commit thefts and rob¬ 
beries of various kinds. Many times, crimes 
against women are also foe result of what 
foe young men see in films. On foe whole 
Hindi cinema gives a sanction to foe use of 
violence in real life. 

But one cannot really say that Hindi 
films are mostly responsible for the increas¬ 
ing crime in society. There are many other 
factors that contribute to the spurt in anti¬ 
social activities. India has witnessed an 
unprecedented increase in population and 
there has been an increase in unemploy¬ 
ment. Job creation cannot keep pace with 
the number of people that are churned out 
every year from universities and profes¬ 
sional colleges. Thus, every year foe num¬ 
ber of people who remain frustrated with 
the situation increases. This leads to a 
desperation to achieve the luxuries of foe 
world through other means. Poverty re¬ 
mains a major problem. The poor wallow in 
their frustration and resort to unsocial ac¬ 
tivities at times to find a quicker route to 
attain means to sustain themselves. Hie 
country is also freed by unhealthy, congested 
and polluted living environments which 
pressurises people physically and psycho¬ 
logically and increases frustration in society. 
Housing problem remains a predominant 
source of depression. Perhaps most of all, 
widespread corruption is a source of extreme 
frustration and depression in society, lb say 
that cinema alone or cinema predominantly 
is responsible for increasing violence in soci¬ 
ety is like closing your eyes to all other prob¬ 
lems in society. 
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
EC decision on Poll Challenged 

E VEN as Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao's poll package was rejected by Na¬ 
tional Conference Leader Farooq Abdullah 
and all the mainstream political parties, 
barring the Congress, cynics termed Rao's 
offer as a "farce from Faso". It was Rao's 
masterstroke. He announced from foreign 
soil a package far removed from the pre- 
1953 status demanded by Farooq Abdullah, 
and also made it appear drat die Cabinet 
independendy decided to hold elections in 
his absence. And then the final decision was 
left to the Flection Commission (EC). 

After visiting the Valley to judge the 
ground situation the EC on November 10, 
1995 unanimously rejected the Cabinet's 
recommendation for holding assembly 
elections in the trouble-torn State in De¬ 
cember. The EC's decision was apparendy 
influenced by the NC's resolve to boycott 
the polls which left the Congress as the 
only major party willing to enter the fray. 

Meanwhile the Supreme Court has 
been petitioned by J & K Panthers Party 
President Bhim Singh, challenging the 
EC's decision to withhold elections in the 
State. In all probability the Government is 
also toying with the idea of petitioning 
the Supreme Court similarly. 


INDIA-BURKINA FASO 
India offers help in economic 

development 

« 

T)RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao ar- 
X rived at Burkina Faso on November 2, 
1995 on the first leg of a three-nation tour, 
Mr Rao during his talks with Burkina Faso 
President Mr Blaise Compaore offered to 
assist the tiny West African State in its 
economic development, particularly In 
agriculture, handloom, mining, irrigation 
and small scale industries, as the two coun¬ 
tries opened a new chapter in bilateral 
relations. Mr Rao was die first Indian pre- 


Recent Economic News 
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mier to visit Burkina Faso. 

INDIA-FRANCE 

India cancels business meeting 

T HE ninth meeting of the Indo-Freneh 
joint economic commission scheduled 
to take place in New Delhi on 22*23 No¬ 
vember, 1995, was cancelled by the Indian 
government. While no official reason was 
given, it was surmised that the cancella¬ 
tion is linked to the French government's 
decision to sell 40 Mirage 2000-S jets to 
Pakistan for an estimated $ 5 billion. 

India had protested to France when 
Paris decided to sell three Agosta class 
submarines to Pakistan in September 1994. 
On the issue of arms sale, the French po¬ 
sition has been that they would be willing 
to sell them to India too. 

INDIA-GHANA 

India’s stand over Kashmir gets 
support 


M R Rao concluded his three-nation 
tour after his visit to Ghana on 8-9 
November, 1995. Mr Rao's talks with the 
Ghanaian President Mr Rawlings covered 
issues relating to terrorism, extradition, 
South-South cooperation, UN reforms and 
ways of boosting Indo-Ghana relations. 
Kashmir also figured briefly in the talks 
and Ghana supported India to resolve the 
issue with Pakistan under the Shimia 
agreement through bilateral relations. 

IND1A-CHINA 

Agree to resolve “problems left 
over from the past” 

TNDIA and China agreed to solve the 
A"problems left over from history", and 
also embark simultaneously on the road 
to greater economic co-operation, taking 
advantage of the economic opportunities 
offered by the "large markets" that the two 
countries have. 


While External Affairs Minister 
Pranab Mukherjee specifically men¬ 
tioned the "problems arising out of bor¬ 
der disputes" while welcoming Qio Shi, 
Chairman of the standing committee of 
the National Peoples Congress of China, 
the latter, in keeping with the known 
Chinese line, did not make a direct ref¬ 
erence. 

Nevertheless, Mr Qio Shi—the third- 
highest ranking leader horn China—said 
he hoped tb solve "problems left over from 
the past, because those were not of our 
making, in our generation". 

INDIA-NAMIBIA 

Pacts for trade, water project 

I NDIA and Namibia signed two pacts 
for further growth of bilateral trade and 
setting up a potable water project in the 
South African State. The visiting Namibian 
Prime Minister, Mr Hege Geingob said 
Namibia's Export Processing Zone of¬ 
fers exporters a range of internationally 
competitive advantages and identified 
a number of investment projects in the 
areas of agro-industries, fisheries, ser¬ 
vice and tourism sectors and infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

Mr Geingob supported India's 
candidature for a permanent seat in the 
United Nations Security Council and 
favoured democratisation of this presti¬ 
gious policy-making body. 

UTTAR PRADESH 
BJP sweeps civic polls 

T HE BJP virtually swept the civic elec¬ 
tions in UP on November 28, 1995 by 
winning eight out of 11 Mayoral posts, and 
capturing over 80 par cent of Nagarpalika 
and Parishad Chairmen's seats. 

The breakup of the Samajwadi Party- 
Bahujan Samaj Party alliance was one of 
the main reasons for a swing in favour of 
the BJP. The alliance had enabled Mr 
Mulayam Singh Vadav to prevent the re¬ 
turn of the BJP to power in November 1993 


assembly elections. 

It is premature to read too much into 
these results because the elections were 
limited to urban areas which are BJP 
stronghoolds. Moreover the SP is in the 
process of realigning with the JD to 
marginalise the BJP in UP which will be 
instrumental in fashioning the outcome 
of the next general elections. 

JUDICIARY 

Judges are Independent of Govt: 
SC 

I N a significant judgement to insulate 
the judiciary from executive influence, 
the Supreme Court on November 24,1995 
held that the relationship between a High 
Court Judge and the Government cannot 
be described as one of master and servant, 
and judges of the higher judiciary cannot 
therefore be said to hold a post under the 
Centre or State. 

The ruling was made by the Court 
while dismissing an appeal by the Union 
of India against a Central Administrative 
Tribunal (CAT) order, which held that Jus¬ 
tice Pratibha Bonnerjea, a direct recruit 
judge of the Calcutta High Court, did not 
hold a pensionable post with the Govern¬ 
ment and was therefore entitled to pen- 


Private Mutual Funds 

The RBihas relaxed the existing 
guide lines for money market mutual 
funds (MMMFs) tb make It more at¬ 
tractive and provide greater liquidity 
and depth to the money market. In a 
major move, the Central bank has per¬ 
mitted private sector mutuaf funds 40 
set up MMMFe. At the same time, die 
RBI has also done away with the door 
trip the size of mutual funds end iiv : 
vestrhent limits on Individual instru¬ 
ments: The relaxations are aimed at 
greater public participation in the see- ' 
Ondery debt market, MMMFs'will is¬ 
sue their unrt/feharesonly ^individuals 
and not corporates. : 
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sion applicable to judges of the High Court 
even though she had retired a Vice-Chair¬ 
man of CAT. 


PUNJAB 

SC orders probe into cremations 

C ALLING it "a most gory violation of 
human rights", the Supreme Court 
on November 15, 1995 ordered a high- 
level investigation by the Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation (CBI) into the alle¬ 
gations that bodies of over 25,000 per¬ 
sons lying unclaimed and unidentified 
had been "unceremoniously" cremated 
by the Punjab Police between 1984 and 
1994. 

It also ordered a CBI probe into 
the alleged abduction and consequent 
disappearance of Shiromani Akali Dal 
leader and human rights activist 
Jaswant Singh Khalra from Amritsar. 
Khalra's wife suspected the involve¬ 
ment of Tarn Taran district superin¬ 
tendent of police in the mysterious 
disappearance and likely liquidation 
of her husband. 


LAW 

SC ruling puts doctors under 
Consumer Act 

T HE Supreme Court on November 13, 
1995, held that the service rendered 
by a medical practitioner (except where 
it is rendered free of charge or under a 
contract of personal service) would fall 
within the ambit of "service" as defined 
in the Consumer Protection Act and that 
patients who received deficient services 
by the medical profession and hospitals 
were entitled to claim damages under 
the Act. 

A likely upshot of this ruling would 
be a hike in doctors' fees, who will also 
prescribe more diagnostic tests to avoid 
mistakes. More doctors will now be in¬ 
clined to take up insurance as a safe¬ 
guard. 


Recent Economic News 


Plan to tap Euro-dollar market by Railway 

In -the wake of failure to mobilise resources from the domestic market, the 
cash-strapped Railways have decided to tap the foreign capital market for rising 
150 million dollars through external commercial borrowing for fundfrfg railway 
projects. This decision to raise money from abroad follows.the failure of fte Indian 
Railway Finance Corporation to tap the domestic market because of unfavourable 
conditions. 

i Minister of State for Railways Surest) Kalmadi said the BuHdOperate-Lease- ! 
Transfer (BOLT) scheme will have to be modified and marketed afresh if the mil- . ; 
ways hoped to attract private investment. The own-your-wagon scheme appears y 
to have generated a better response than BOLT, but Mr Kalmadi said investors 
could be offered better terms. - 


TELECOM 

Sops for rural telephone users 

I N an obvious pre-election move, the gov¬ 
ernment on November 22, 1995 an¬ 
nounced a series ol attractive concessions 
to subscribers of telecom services in the 
rural, hilly and tribal areas. 

The highlights of the "rural package" 
are: legistration package fee lowered by 
half to Rs 1,000; bi-monthly rental brought 
down to Rs 100 from Rs 150; free call? per 
billing increased to 250 from 150; call 
charges for 200 additional calls (over and 
above the 250 free calls) lowered by 25 per 
cent. Other incentives include a hike in 
commission paid to Panchayats for oper¬ 
ating local PCOs and for STD PCOs in 
rural and hilly/tribal areas. 

By announcing these measures now 
the government has avoided invoking the 
Election Commission's code of conduct 
which imposes a blanket ban on populist 
measures by ruling parties before elections. 

Pra8ar Bharati Act to be 
amended 

T HE Centre will soon make necessary 
amendments in die Prasar Bharati Act 
which aims at providing greater autonomy 
to the government-controlled media. 
Unionlnformation and Broadcasting min¬ 
ister P.A. Sangma has said that the Act 
had been passed rather hurriedly and that 
in its present form was not a workable 


one. He expressed doubts on whether the 
legislation, which suggested the setting up 
of a broadcasting corporation, would en¬ 
sure autonomy to the institution. 

A more articulate and specific policy, 
keeping in view the revolutionary changes 
faced by the information technology and 
the exposure of India to foreign media is 
needed, according to Mr Sangma. 


RUPEE SLIDE 
Intervention has paid; RBI 
Governor 

T HE RBI Governor, Chakravarthy 
Rangarajan, said that faced with the 
rupee slide he had formulated three ob¬ 
jectives : to maintain stability in the for¬ 
eign exchange market; to maintain a rea¬ 
sonable degree of price stability; and to 


Forex reserves slump 

The Indian foreign exchange re¬ 
serves fell sharply to $ 21.89 billion 
on November 3,1995 from $ 23.37 in 
the first week of October 1995, accord¬ 
ing to the Reserve Bank of India. Ex¬ 
cluding the gold and SDRs, the 
foreign currency assets fell to $ 17,451 
million in October, 1995 from $ 18,959 
million in September 1995. In Octo¬ 
ber, 1994 the assets stood at $ 19,598 
million. 
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make available credit to support a fast¬ 
growing economy. 

The RBI intervention had kept the 
dollar below Rs 35 and the forward premia 
which had already declined would drop 
further as exporters come back to the mar¬ 
ket. 

Sustained intervention by the RBI of 
over Rs 5,100 crore cooled the market and 
call rates were pegged down at 10 to 12 
per cent. 

Earlier, on November 11,1995 the RBI 
announced a reduction of half per cent in 
the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) to 14.5 per 
cent, aimed at injecting a measure of li¬ 
quidity in the banking system. The move 
was expected to augment banks' resources 
by Rs 2,000 crore. 

EDUCATION 

Open Universities come of age 

/"“YPEN and distance education has come 
V/of age in India with its first open uni¬ 
versity, the Indira Gandhi Open Univer¬ 
sity (IGNOU), completing ten years in 
November 1995. IGNOU today is a fo¬ 
cal point of distance learning and is 
among the top ten such institutions in 
the world. 

IGNOU was opened in 1985 to pro¬ 
vide opportunities of higher learning to 
the educationally disadvantageous groups 
like working people, housewives and 
those living in far flung places, who could 
not avail this opportunity in the early life. 

Since 1985 four other open Universi¬ 
ties have opened. These are: Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar University in Hyderabad, 
Yashwant Rao Chavan University in Nasik, 
Nalanda University in Patna and Kota 
University in Kota (Rajasthan). 

LAW & ORDER 

Violence against women to be 
curbed 

A CCORDING to the draft national 
policy on women, the government is 


determined to curb all forms of violence 
against women, girls and adolescent girls 
in private and public places and promote 
the positive portrayal of women. 

There is a proposal to make public 
servants responsible for the administration 
of law and order to be made specifically 
accountable for enforcing laws relating to 
excesses on women. 

The draft said that it would be the 
endeavour of the government to ensure 
that women and men enjoyed, in practice, 
equal rights, equal access to and control 
over productive resources, education, 
health, land, other forms of property, in¬ 
formation, knowledge, skills, technology 
and markets by adopting positive and 
affirmative action. 

The draft also said that the govern¬ 
ment recognised the importance of sup¬ 
port services for the empowerment and 
advancement of women and this was be¬ 
ing appropriately reflected in sectoral 
policies and programmes. 

China selects new Panchen Lama 

T HE Dalai Lama has appealed to the 
Human Rights Commission to inter¬ 
vene and find out not only the where¬ 
abouts of the reincarnation of the tenth 
Panchen Lama, the six-year-old Gcdhun 
Choekyi Nyima anointed by him, but also 
whether he was allegedly being tortured 
under detention by the Chinese authori¬ 
ties. Meanwhile, Tibetan monks and Chi¬ 
nese leaders held their own rituals to 
choose the reincarnation and set up a con¬ 
frontation with followers of the Dalai 
Lama. 

Tibetans in India to get registered: 
Tibetan authorities have been asked to 
ensure that all Tibetans aged over 18, in¬ 
cluding those who crossed into India at 
any time, are issued registration cards to 
prevent any chances of espionage on ei¬ 
ther the Dalai Lama or the Tibetan gov- 
ernment-in-exile based at Dharamsala in 
Kangra district. 
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SRI LANKA 

LTTE’s Jaffna bastion captured 

S RI Lankan troops captured foe Tamil 
rebel bastion of Northern Jaffna town 
on December 2, 1995, the 46th day of a 
bloody offensive that has left over 500 
soldiers and 1900 militants dead and 
500,000 civilians homeless. 

The troops took control of the town, 
once the centre of Tamil culture and eru¬ 
dition and, of late, a symbol of Tamil 
militancy, when they captured the 400- 
year-old Dutch-built Jaffna Fort and the 
surrounding areas. The trapped rebels 
were left with the choice of either surren¬ 
dering or committing suicide by swallow¬ 
ing cyanide. 

The army's Operation Riviresa 
(Sunrays), which began on October 17, 
1995, was the biggest ever operation un¬ 
dertaken by the Sri Lankan forces, and the 
capture of Jaffna is a big psychological vic¬ 
tory for the troops, whose fighting quali¬ 
ties have till now been under doubt. It 
may, however, take a few more days to 
complete the operation and establish full 
control on Jaffna. 

Ever since the IFKF left Sri Lanka in 
March 1990, no one believed that Jaffna 
could be retaken from the LTTE, least of 
all the LTTE themselves. From here they 
ran a parallel administration and collected 
taxes in the manner of a sovereign state. 
Now, with a terrible loss of face, LITE 
supremo remains elusive. While there are 
reports of his having sneaked abroad, he 
may well be regrouping in the nearby 
jungles. 

The LTTE motive in engineering-the 
massive flow of refugees away from Jaffna 
was to generate socio-economic pressures 
and heighten ethnic tensions elsewhere in 
Sri Lanka, thereby altering the centre of 
.gravity for the time being. 

While Prabhakaran has already dis¬ 
missed negotiations at gun point, a lot will 
depend on how President Kumaratunga 
capitalises on the military success. India 
has wisely stayed aloof in spite of a show 
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of solidarity within Tamil Nadu. 

BOSNIA 
Tenuous Peace 

T HE presidents of Bosnia, Serbia and 
Croatia on November 21,1995 in Day- 
ton, Ohio initialled a peace agreement that 
would end the three-and-a-haif year 
Balkan war and provide for a unified 
Bosnian State. 

The US-sponsored accord will make 
Bosnia a single State with a common presi¬ 
dent and parliament, but in effect it will 
have two components—-Serbs, making up 
32 per cent of the population, will hold 
over 45 per cent of the territory, constitut¬ 
ing the autonomous Serb republic 
(SRPSKA); the remaining territory will 
form a Croat-Bosnian Muslim federation, 
the Bosnian Muslims being 42 per cent of 
the population and Croats 18 per cent. 

While the Bosnian Muslims have got 
Sarajevo as undivided capital under their 
control, they have no outlet to the sea. 
The Serbs, on the other hand, have got the 
corridor connecting Serb portions as a con¬ 
tiguous entity. Also, due to the ethnic 
cleansing, any elections will produce a 
majority of Serb and Croat members in 
parliament, circumscribing the powers of 
a Bosnian Muslim president. This is cer¬ 
tain to create problems in the long run. 

Already the Bosnian Serbs have aired 
their dissatisfaction over Sarajevo and re¬ 
jected the plan. Mr Radovan Karadzic and 
his General Ratko Mladic—both indicted 
by a war tribunal and denied a role in 
future governance—-are giving indications 
of a comeback. 

Meanwhile the UN Security Council 
has voted to withdraw the UN's last peace¬ 
keepers from the Balkan by January 31, 
1996, even as the NATO prepares to get its 
men into place. The Balkan leaders plan 
to sign a Bosnia peace package in Paris on 
December 14,1995. 

While the entire US plan appears to 
be aimed at boosting Clinton's re-election 
prospects and preventing the emergence 


of a third Muslim State in Europe, a lot 
will depend on the organisation of peace¬ 
keeping. Congressional Republicans have 
agreed reluctantly to endorse Clinton's 
proposal to send 20,000 US troops as part 
of 60,000 strong NATO force, in which 
Russian troops will also participate. 

AFGHANISTAN 
Masood forces stall Taliban 
advance outside Kabul 

A FTER advancing through the South¬ 
ern and central provinces of Af¬ 
ghanistan, the Pakistan-backed Taliban's 
advance has been stalled on the outskirts 
of Kabul. Having almost isolated the Af¬ 
ghan capital from three sides, the Taliban 
has been saturating the city from three 
sides. 

Forces loyal to president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani have held out 
against the Taliban onslaught, and it 
has been estimated that he would be 
in a position to offer increased resis¬ 
tance. Masood's launching of a 
counter-attack on the road to Maidan 
Shahr has somewhat improved his 
defensive posture, apart from provid¬ 
ing relief to his troops. 

Meanwhile the mediation bid by UN 
special envoy Mahmoud Meistri has not 
made any headway with both sides lay¬ 
ing preconditions, even as US deputy as¬ 
sistant secretary Robin Raphel visited the 
war-torn country. 

Now with the winter having descend 
and the mountains around Kabul being 
snow-capped, Ahmed Shah Masood may 
be able to hold out much longer against 
the Taliban, Rashid Dostan and Gulbuddin 
Hikmatyar, whose combined onslaught 
had made it appear that the fall of Kabul 
was imminent. 

Meanwhile the suffering of civilians 
in Kabul has heightened. More than 150 
people have lost their lives in the month 
of November alone in rocket attacks di¬ 
rected by the Taliban militia. 


COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT 

T HE 52-member Commonwealth, in an 
unprecedented action on November 
11, 1995, suspended Nigeria from mem¬ 
bership of the group after the Nigerian 
military regime executed writer and hu¬ 
man rights activist Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight others despite international appeals 
for clemency. 

Saro-Wiwa, noted writer and widely 
called African Gandhi, and the other eight 
minority rights campaigners were sen¬ 
tenced to deaft by a secret tribunal over 
the murder in 1994 of four pro-govem 
ment Ogoni tribal chiefs. 

Saro-Wiwa insisted he had been 
framed for political reasons by General 
Sani Abacha's military regime. 

The Commonwealth leaders meeting 
in Auckland opted to suspend rather than 
expel Nigeria from the body, allowing for 
possible readmission or expulsion depend¬ 
ing on whether die oil-rich West African 
nation cleans up its poor human rights 
record. 

Ambassadors from 22 countries had 
left or were set to leave Nigeria in the 
wake of Saro-Wiwa's execution, even as 
the European Union was urged to im¬ 
pose an oil embargo on Nigeria to put 
pressure on its military rulers. British 
Prime Minister John Major announced 
a total ban on British defence exports to 
Nigeria as punishment. 

Pakistan snubbed: Pakistan President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari was snubbed when 
he sought to raise the Kashmir issue at the 
summit. He was firmly told by the chair 
not to raise bilateral matters at such gath¬ 
erings. 

The meet ended with a communique 
recommitting the group to democracy, de¬ 
velopment and a respect for human rights. 

The communique welcomed a reaf¬ 
firmation by the military rulers of Si¬ 
erra Leone to hold democratic elections 
in early 1996 and offered help to the 
Gambia, the third Commonwealth coun¬ 
try under military rule, to make the tran- 
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sition to democracy after polls planned 
for July 1996. 

The leaders expressed deep disap¬ 
pointment at the political stalemate in 
Cyprus and caLted for the speedy with¬ 
drawal of all Turkish forces and settlers 
from the divided island. 

USA 

Clinton, Congress agree for 
7-year balanced budget 

O VER seven lakh federal workers re¬ 
turned to work on November 20,1995 
after the White House and the Republican 
Congress hammered out broad outlines of a 
deal to balance the budget by 2002 and end 
the longest-ever federal shutdown. 

President Bill Clinton agreed to Re¬ 
publican demands for a balanced budget 
in seven years instead of the 10 years he 
proposed, but won their pledge to protect 
medicare, education and other domestic 
programmes from deep spending cuts. 

The deal ended an unprecedented six- 
day partial shutdown of the US govern¬ 
ment which closed federal offices across 
the country, slowed down embassies 
around the world and even shut the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona for the first time ever. 

Hailed by both sides as a victory, the 
accord will keep the government operating 
through December 15, giving Clinton and 
the Republicans nearly a month to craft a 
long-term federal tax and spending plan. 

ASIA-PACIFIC 
Blueprint for free trade 

T HE APEC forum leaders on Novem¬ 
ber 19,1995 at Osaka adopted a blue¬ 
print for achieving free trade in the re¬ 
gion over the next quarter century The 
18-member group adopted nine prin¬ 
ciples as the basis of liberalisation to 
achieve the long-term goal of free and 
open trade and investment no later than 
the year 2010 in the case of industrialised 
economies and the year 2020 in the case of 


developing economies. The principles are: 

■ Compreheasiveness: The process will 
address all barriers to free and open trade 
and investment without exclusions. 

■ WTO consistency: Steps taken by APEC 
members will be consistent with the newly 
established World Trade Organisation. 

■ Non-discrimination: APEC economies 
will endeavour to apply the principle of 
non-discrimination between and among 
themselves, and the outcome of regional 
liberalisation will reduce barriers not only 
among APEC members but also between 
APEC and non-members. 

■ Transparency: Members will ensure their 
trade laws and rules are transparent. 

■ Flexibility: Considering the different 
levels of development and the diversity 
among members, tine liberalisation process 
can be flexible. 

■ Cooperation: Economic and technical 
cooperation will be actively pursued. 

■ Simultaneous start: Members will simui- 
taneously and without delay start 
liberalising their economies and continue 
to do so over the next 25 years. 

■ Standstill: Each member will try to re¬ 
frain from increasing levels of protection. 

■ Comparability: Members will try to en¬ 
sure the overall comparability of their indi¬ 
vidual liberalisation steps, taking into ac¬ 
count the general level each has already 
achieved. 

China stole the limelight by prom¬ 
ising a dramatic opening of its markets 
from next year. It has planned to cut tar¬ 
iffs on imports to its market of 1.2 bil¬ 
lion people by 30 per cent from 1996. 

Security alliance: US Defence Secretary 
William Perry broke a long taboo about dis¬ 
cussing military issues in tire organisation 
by suggesting that it is time for APEC to 
expand from an economic group to a secu¬ 
rity alliance. 

Despite emerging military clout and 
a host of unresolved security issues in 
the region, the APEC forum has since 
its 1989 launch stayed away from de¬ 
fence issues, mostly out of fears the sen¬ 
sitive issue could fracture the already 


unwieldy 18-member grouping. 

G-15 SUMMIT 

Mechanism for cooperation in 
trade 

T HE fifth Group of Fifteen (G-15) sum¬ 
mit was held at Buenos Aires from 6-7 
November, 1995. The two-day summit of tire 
six-year old group with representatives from 
the Asia, Latin America and Africa focussed 
on greater business interaction among mem¬ 
ber States even as these countries tried to 
formulate a strategy for international eco¬ 
nomic cooperation beyond year 2000. 

India, represented by Prime Minister E V. 
Narasimha Rao, took the lead in forming 
the Committee on Trade, Investment and 
Technology, and prepared a draft after the 
decision at last year's New Delhi summit to 
have a continuing mechanism to promote 
trans-regional arrangements and broaden the 
scope of intra G-15 cooperation. 

The G-15 leaders stressed the need for 
a constructive dialogue with the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrialised countries, and 
deliberated on the international situation 
and its impact on developing countries. 
An earlier attempt to engage in dialogue 
with the G-7 nations was a non-starter. At 
the G-7 meeting in Japan last year, both 
the Non-aligned Movement (NAM) and 
the G-15 vied with each other in seeking 
to represent the Third World in a dialogue 
on its behalf. 

Talks with Argentine leaders: Af¬ 
ter the summit Mr Rao held bilateral 
talks with Argentine leaders including 
the President, Mr Carlos Menem. Three 
agreements including one for promotion 
of bilateral investments were signed. 

PAKISTAN 

Blast kills six Egyptian embassy 
officials 

1 1 WOpowerfuI blasts triggered by a sui- 
X cide attack in a car full of explosives 
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wrecked the Egyptian embassy in 
Islamabad on November 19,1995 killing 
at least six people and wounding several 
others. 

Egypt's largest Moslem militant 
organisation, al-Gaama al-Islamiya (Is¬ 
lamic Group), claimed responsibility for 
the powerful bomb blast. Al-Gaama has 
been leading a three-year campaign of vio¬ 
lence to overthrow President Hosni 
Mubarak's government and establish a 
strict Islamic State. 

The incident is seen as a fallout of 
Islamabad's dogged pursuit of exporting 
the heroin-Kalashnikov culture across its 
frontiers to India and Pakistan. 

Religious workers rounded up: In a 
swoop on November 21,1995 several hun¬ 
dred workers and leaders of at least four 
religious parties were rounded up. Fed¬ 
eral Home Minister Naseerullah Babar said 
it had nothing to do with the blast in the 
Egyptian embassy. 

Gen Babar also mentioned that the 
International Islamic University in 
Islamabad had become a hotbed of terror¬ 
ists—of Middle-East origin—and that he 
would close it down if he could. 

Not surprisingly, this has infuriated 
religious leaders because the university— 
financed by many Arab countries jointly 
with Pakistan—has been a symbol of Is¬ 
lamic solidarity. It is doubtful if Pakistani 
leaders can now bottle the genie. The full 
impact of Gen Zia ul-Haq's Isiamisation 
drive is bound to be felt by Pakistan and 
the world in the coming years. 

Benazir blames West: Ms Benazir 
Bhutto has meanwhile claimed that ter¬ 
rorist groups threatening Muslim coun¬ 
tries were getting arms and active support 
from the West. In an interview to the 
Middle-East Broadcasting Corporation, Ms 
Bhutto said she would not allow terrorists 
to operate bom Pakistan soil against any 
i country particularly a "Muslim country". 

Ms Bhutto, under increasing pressure 
bom Egypt, other moderate Arab States, 
the'US and the West to crackdown on for¬ 
eign mercenaries, particularly Arab fun¬ 


damentalists, operating from Pakistan, said 
terrorism in Pakistan was the tool left be¬ 
hind by authoritarian and dictatorial rule. 


EUROPEAN UNION 
Ministers defer decision on Euro¬ 
currency to *98 

T HE European Union finance ministers 
failed at Brussels on November 28, 
1995 to agree on a definite date for deter¬ 
mining who would join the monetary 
union, agreeing only that the decision 
should be made as early as possible in 
1998. The EU ministers met to wrap up 
the time-table for the EU's drive towards 
monetary union so that plans could be 
formally finalised at the EU summit stated 
for December 15-16 at Madrid. 

US, EU brace for new trade wan The 
European Union headed for a new trade 
war with the United States on December 
1,1995 after ignoring Washington's end- 
year deadline for ending a ban on imports 
of hormone-treated beef. The EU farm 
commissioner ruled out an early end to 
the 1988 ban although scientific experts 
said natural growth hormones were not a 
human health risk. 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
UN adopts resolution against 
N-tests 


T HE United Nations General Assembly 
has strongly deplored the current 
nuclear testing and called for its immedi¬ 
ate cessation. Although it did not name 
any country, the reference was very clear 
as the only two nations conducting nuclear 
tests at present are France and China. 

In a resolution adopted on Novem¬ 
ber 16,1995 by 95 votes to 12, the assem¬ 
bly commended the nuclear weapons 
States observing moratoria and urged 
them to continue to do so until the Com¬ 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) came 
into force. Among the nuclear weapons 


States, France, Britain and China voted 
against the resolution, while the US and 
Russia abstained. India supported the reso¬ 
lution but Pakistan was among the 45 
members who abstained. 

US, UK tell World Court to stay 
out of N-weapons debate 

T HE United States and Britain have told 
the World Court to stay out of the 
nuclear weapons debate and allow the 
community of nations to negotiate global 
nuclear disarmament. 

In the hearings of the legality of nudear 
weapons at The Hague on November 15, 
1995, both countries asserted that there is no 
international or humanitarian law against 
using or threatening to use them. 

US moots secretary-level talks on 
CTBT: The Clinton administration has pro¬ 
posed foreign secretary-level talks between 
India and the US to narrow differences on 
the issue of CTBT, under negotiation in 
Geneva. The proposal was made by Ms 
Robin Raphel, Assistant Secretary of State 
for South Asia, during talks with Indian 
officials at New Delhi. 


PAKISTAN-IRAN 

Split over Afghanistan, Kashmir 

I RAN and Pakistan remained divided 
over their approach to the situation in 
Afghanistan and Kashmir at die end of the 
three-day visit of Pakistan Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, her second trip to the Per¬ 
sian state after assuming office in 1993. 

Iran rejected Ms Bhutto's argument that 
Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani did 
not reflect the wishes of the people of Af¬ 
ghanistan, and was non-committal to her 
suggestion that Kashmir be taken up as die 
problem of die entire Islamic world. 

Iran has accused Pakistan of backing 
die student militia Taliban spearheading die 
military thrust in Afghanistan against 
Rabbani widi alleged financial support from 
the United States. On die odier hand, Iran's 
economic ties with India have widened in 
recent years, and in the context of unilateral 
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l® oil trade sanctions against Teheran, it has 
chosen to distance itself from Islamabad. 


UK-IRELAND 

Peace deal for Northern Ireland 

A N unexpected summit between Brit¬ 
ish premier John Major and his Irish 
counterpart John Bruton in London on No¬ 
vember 29,1995 led to a dramatic break¬ 
through in the stalled Ulster peace agree¬ 
ment, hours before US President Bill 
Clinton touched down to begin a historic 
visit to Northern Ireland. 

Under the new initiative, the two gov¬ 
ernments will open separate talks with 
political parties in Northern Ireland, in¬ 
cluding Sinn Fein. The talks will consider 
an agenda and format for an all-party 
conference by end February 1996 to find 
an agreement acceptable to all. At the same 
time, a three-man international commis¬ 
sion will be formed to look into the arms 
held by the Irish Republican Army and 
their handing over. 


CHINA-CUBA 
Castro visits China 

P RESIDENT Fidel Castro arrived in 
Beijing on November 29, 1995 for a 
nine-day State visit to China at the invita¬ 
tion of Chinese President Jiang Zemin. 
This is President Castro's first visit to 
China since the victory of the Cuban revo¬ 
lution and the establishment of Sino-Cu- 
ban diplomatic relations. 

Castro will take a close look at the 
Chinese-style market reforms and will visit 
the thriving financial centre at Shanghai. Mr 
Castro just missed meeting Vietnamese gen¬ 
eral secretary Du Muoi, who departed for 
other parts of China the same day. 


EGYPT 

Clashes over poll results 

LASHES erupted in Egypt on Decem¬ 
ber 1,1995 after the official results of 


the first round of voting for Egypt's par¬ 
liamentary elections were announced. 
The ruling National Democratic Party 
had swept the board and the Opposi¬ 
tion "Muslim Brotherhood" had secured 
no seats thus far. 

The government has repeatedly 
promised free and fair elections, but the 
Brotherhood and other opponents ac¬ 
cused President Hosni Mubarak's rul¬ 
ing party of stuffing ballot boxes, 
barring opposition supporters and bla¬ 
tantly buying votes. 


MYANMAR 

Suu Kyi pulls out of statute panel 

OBEL Peace prize laureate and 
Myanmarese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi's party pulled out on No¬ 
vember 29,1995 of an assembly set up by 
Myanmar's military junta to work out a 
constitution. Suu Kyi’s opposition Na¬ 
tional League for Democracy said they 
withdrew from the conference because 
most of the 700 delegates had been picked 
up by the government. 

She had previously criticised the con¬ 
ference, saying it was undemocratic. The 
meeting was the assembly's first since she 
was freed from six years' house arrest in 
July 1995. The military-government 
warned her not to disturb or postpone the 
discussions. 


SAUDI ARABIA 

Five Americans die in Riyadh 

blasts 

T WO explosions, possibly from car 
bombs, destroyed a building hous¬ 
ing American and Saudi military per¬ 
sonnel at Riyadh on November 13,1995, 
killing at least six people and wound¬ 
ing 60. Five of the dead were Ameri¬ 
cans. 

The building was used by American 
military personnel who assist in the train¬ 




ing of the Saudi National Guard. Saudi 
Arabia, the world's biggest oil exporter 
has been a close ally of the US for de¬ 
cades, and the two nations have close 
military ties. Muslim fundamentalists, 
however, oppose the presence of Ameri¬ 
can and other non-Muslim forces in the 
kingdom—home to Islam's holiest 
shrines. 


ARMS RACE 

Pentagon sees West Asia 

missiles as threat to South Asia 

TV 4TSSILES and other weapons of mass 
lVldestruction, which are spreading in 
the Middle East, threaten South Asia too, 
according to the Pentagon. It said the 
US must be prepared to counter, by force 
if necessary, violent manifestations of 
radical Islam or terrorism in the Middle 
East. , 

The defence department emphasises 
that there would remain major threats 
to US interests even if there was peace 
between the Arabs and Israelis. These 
views, which form the basis of US policy, 
were published on the orders of defence 
secretary William Perry, who wanted US 
strategy to be made available in concise 
form to all policy makers for different 
regions, and to the public. 


ALGERIA 

Voters reject fundamentalism 

T IAMINE Zeroual was elected President 
JLjof Algeria with 61.34 per cent of the 
vote on November 17,1995. Zeroual, a54- 
year-old retired general was appointed 
President last year to guide the govern¬ 
ment through its transition to democ¬ 
racy. In giving President Zeroual ar 
overwhelming mandate the voters de¬ 
fied Muslim fundamentalists who had 
left close to 40,000 people dead in foui 
years of militancy and now threatened 
to disrupt the polls. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


POLAND 

Walesa defeated, voters 
challenge election 

P OLISH President Lech Walesa, the 
former Solidarity Trade Union leader, 
was defeated by a former communist 
Aleksander Kwasniewski by a margin of 
just 3.44 per cent in a presidential run-off 
on November 19,1995. 

However, more than 600,000 voters pro¬ 
tested to Poland's Supreme Court alleging 
that Kwasniewski beat Walesa on the basis 
of cheating and that the elections be annulled. 
The articulate Kwasniewski had presented 
himself as much more educated and quali¬ 
fied than the former shipyard electrician 
Walesa, but a week before the vote his old 
university refuted his claim to having a 
higher education. 


HONG KONG 

China to establish shadow 
government 

B EIJING will set up a shadow govern¬ 
ment in Hong Kong to shape policy, 
draft bills and prepare budgets in the Bri t- 
ish colony prior to its mid-1997 rever¬ 
sion to China. Sir Sze-yuen Chung, a 
member of China's hand-picked Prelimi¬ 
nary Working Committee, said a Provi¬ 
sional Government Secretariat with a 
few hundred staff would be set up late 
next year or early in 1997. 

Chung has acknowledged that the 
establishment of a second power centre in 
Hong Kong in tire final stage of transition 
could cause concern. Chung is tipped to 
be the first post-colonial governor or chief 
executive. 


CHINA-VIETNAIUI 
Strengthening bilateral ties 

T erritorial disputes notwithstand¬ 
ing, China and Vietnam have decided 


to further strengthen their bilateral rela¬ 
tions. Vietnamese Communist party gen¬ 
eral secretary Do Muoi visiting Beijing 
had detailed discussions with Chinese 
leaders on November 26-27,1995. 

The two countries severed diplomatic 
relations after China attacked Vietnam in 
1978 and tire two countries fought a bitter 
war over territorial disputes. After a lapse 
of 14 years, both countries re-established 
diplomatic relations in 1992 and have since 
then taken several steps to shelve bilateral 
tensions and strengthen cooperation, par¬ 
ticularly in economic fields. 

Presently, the bone of contention be¬ 
tween the two countries is the sovereignty 
over the oil and mineral rich Spratly Is¬ 
lands in the South China Sea. Vietnam and 
Philippines have also staked their claims 
over some of the islands in Spratly. Pend¬ 
ing settlement of the dispute, China has 
mooted joint exploitation of the mineral 
wealth in the islands. 


IRELAND 

Vote on divorce marks break with 
Roman Catholic tradition 

O N November 26,1995, Irish voters de 
cided to legalise divorce, by the nar¬ 
rowest of margins, defying the wishes of 
the church but supporting the wishes of 
most politicians. 

The margin of vote was only 9,118 
votes out of the more than 1.62 million 
who cast their votes in the referendum, 
making it the closest vote in Irish his¬ 
tory. 

Ireland was the only country in the 
Western world to constitutionally ban 
divorce. The lifting of the prohibition 
marks the country's sharpest break with 
its Roman Catholic traditions. The ban 
had denied an estimated 40,000 couples 
in broken marriages the right to re¬ 
marry. 


BANGLADESH 
Parliament dissolved 

B ANGLADESH Parliament was dis¬ 
solved on November 24,1995 by Presi¬ 
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas, paving the 
way for fresh general elections early next 
year for the 330-member House. 

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia had 
earlier asked the President to dissolve the 
Parliament because the opposition parties 
did not respond to her appeal for taking part 
in free elections to 145 parliamentary seats 
vacated by opposition members. 

Mainstream opposition parties 
Awami League, Jatiya Party and Jamaat- 
e-lslami had undertaken a 20-month- 
long agitation to force the prime minister 
to dissolve the Parliament and press for 
fresh elections under a neutral caretaker 
administration. 

The victim of endless political 
battles in Bangladesh has been the con¬ 
cept of democracy which is yet to estab¬ 
lish firm roots. 


SAPTA 
Now effective 

T HE SAARC Preferential Trading Agree¬ 
ment (SAPTA), which was conceived 
about five years back, came into effect 
from December 7, J995 after ratification 
by all members recently. The agreement 
allows SAARC member countries to ex¬ 
port listed goods to other member coun¬ 
tries at preferential duty rates, 


SINGAPORE 
Leeson gets six years for 
Barings’ collapse 


L EESON, the derivator trader whose 
professional callousness destroyed a 
233-year old bank was on December 2, 
J995 ordered to spend six and a half-years 
in prison on two counts of cheating. The 
extradited Leeson was charged with fraud 
and forgery linked to some $ 1.4 billion in 
losses which broke the bank 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATION 

CTBT: Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
FPS: Family Pension Scheme, 1971 
IMCD: Integrated Mother and Child 
Development 

LCA: Light Commercial Aircraft 
MMMF: Money Market Mutual Fund 

AWARDS 

Indira Gandhi Prize, 1995 

G ENERAL Olusegun Obasanjo, former 
head of the State of Nigeria, has been 
selected for the Indira Gandhi International 
Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Develop 
ment for 1995, for his contribution to African 
democracy and tor international peace, 

KabirPuruskar 

T HE Kabir Puruskar was given to three 
persons: J A Rasheed (Kerala), Naseem 
Ahmed Siddiqui (Uttar Pradesh) and 
Fredrick Prakash 5 J (Gujarat) for their 
outstanding acts of courage during the 
December 1992 riots. 

GDBirla Award, 1995 
A yTR Girish Saran Agarwal, director of 
iVjLthe Physical Research Laboratory, 
Ahmedabad, has been named recipient of 
the fifth GD Birla Award for Scientific Re¬ 
search, 1995. The award carries Rs 1 lakh 
in cash and a citation. 

Kalinga Prize 

T HE Kalinga Prize for 1995 has been 
awarded to Mexican astrophysicist Julieta 
Fieero Gossman for Hie popularisation of 
science. The award is given each year by 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and 
funded by former Orissa Chief Minister and 
industrialist Biju Patnaik. 

Lata Award 

P LAYBACK singer Talat Mahmood will 
be awarded this year's Lata 


Mangeshkar National Award, instituted by 
the Madhya Pradesh government. The 
award carries Rs 1 lakh and a plaque. 

Booker Prize 

N OVELIST Pat Barker won the 1995 
Booker Prize, Britain's most presti¬ 
gious award, for her book The Ghost 
Road. The award consists of 20,000 
pounds. 

Bihari and Vachaspati Puruskar 

N OTED Hindi playwright from 
Rajasthan, Mr Hamidulla, and well 
known Sanskrit author Satyavrat Shastri, 
were honoured with the Bi/wri Puruskar 
and Vachaspati Puruskar respectively. Mr 
Hamidulla received the award for his fa¬ 
mous Hindi play Har (war and Prof Shastri 
got the award for his Sanskrit work 
Sliriramkirtimahakavyam. 

The Bihari Puruskar is meant for liter¬ 
ary works in Hindi for writers belonging to 
Rajasthan. The Vachaspati is a national award 
for works in Sanskrit. 

BOOKS 

Nurturing Development 

P UBLISHED by the World Bank and 
written by Ismail Serageldin, its vice 
president for environmentally sustain¬ 
able development, it says that it is un¬ 
realistic for poor countries to aim at 
catching up with the affluent nations. 
According to Mr Serageldin, achieving 
per capita income levels of $1500 to 2000 
(lower middle income), coupled with 
sound social, economic and environ¬ 
mental policies within a reasonable time 
frame is a realistic objective. 

The book advocates that poor coun¬ 
tries should undertake major internal re¬ 
form of their macroeconomic policies, 
focussing on human resources and the cre¬ 
ation of an enabling environment, both 
politically and economically. 


The Ghost Road 

T A 7RI1TEN by Pat Barker, this book is 
V V the final part of the trilogy set in 
1918 and tells the story of Lt Billy Prior at 
the end of World War I. The first book, 
which was part of this trilogy, was Regen¬ 
eration, which appeared in 1991 and the 
second book was The Eye in the Door. 

Naari 

A collection of essays written by 
Humayun Azad, the book has been 
banned by the Bangladesh government for 
containing views which hurt the religious 
sentiments and fundamental faith of the 
Muslims. 

CONFERENCE 
Tuture of hope' conference 
TTFTY world leaders, thinkers and sci- 
Jl entists from all over the globe discussed 
ways to create a more humane world at a 
five-day conference in Tokyo and 
Hiroshima which was held from December 
4,1995. 

The conference was organised by 
the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Human¬ 
ity of the United States and Japanese 
daily Asahi Shimbun on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the end of 
World War 1. 

Two Indians, Vice-President K.R. 
Narayanan and executive editor of Times 
of India, Mr Gautam Adhikari, were 
among several world leaders and Nobel 
laureates who attended the conference, 
The participants discussed ways to re¬ 
solve conflicts and tackle problems like 
proliferation of weapons Of mass destruc¬ 
tion, regional and ethnic conflicts, terror¬ 
ism, pollution and poverty. 

DEFENCE 

India Develops LCA 

I NDIA'S own Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) rolled out in the presence of the 
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!%me Minister P V Narasimha Rao in Ban¬ 
galore on November 18,1995. 

The LCA is the first project of its 
kind. It is a small, highly manouverable, 
cost effective and multi-role aircraft and 
is expected to attract the attention of the 
global aviation market. The first two 
prototypes are fitted with the US made 
General Electric engines but later the 
LCA would be fitted with the Indian 
made Kaveri engine. 

The LCA is a single engine tail-less 
aircraft with Delta platform having a 
length of 13.2 metres, wing span of 8.2 
metres and height of 4.4 metres. It can 
carry external stores upto 4000 kg. Close 
combat and Beyond Visual Range (BVR) 
missiles, conventional bombs and elec¬ 
tronic warfare and sensor pods are some 
of the characteristics that make it a for¬ 
midable weapon platform. 

The LCA integrates modem design 
concepts and state-of-the-art systems es¬ 
pecially suited for Indian tropical condi¬ 
tions. It will be subject to extensive tests 
for one year before its first flight. Seven 
prototypes have been planned for flight 
testing of the LCA leading to initial op¬ 
eration clearance by 2002. 

Nag missile flight successfully tested 

E 4D1A has successfully flight-tested a 
tate-of-the-art propulsion system for 
third generation 'fire and forget' anti-tank 
guided Nag Missile. 

The Light-Weight Propulsion System 
indigenously designed by the Defence 
Research Development Laboratory 
(DRDL) in Hyderabad, has separate 
booster and sustainer motors and uses 
low-smoke, high energy nitramine as pro¬ 
pellant. 

The propellant, developed by sci¬ 
entists at the High Energy Materials Re¬ 
search Laboratory (HEMRL), Pune, is 
superior to both conventional double¬ 
base and composite propellants and is 
mechanically strong to withstand high 
pressure loads. The propulsion system 
is designed for operating over a wide 
temperature range—extreme low to high 
temperatures. 

India is among a handful of coun¬ 
tries in the world who have taken up the 


task of designing an indigenous third 
generation Anti-Tank Guided Missiles 
(ATGM). 

PERSONS 

Sareen, Air Marshal Satish Kumar 

V ICE-Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal 
Satish Kumar Sareen, has been ap¬ 
pointed the next Chief of Air Staff. 

Air Marshal Sareen was commis¬ 
sioned as a fighter pilot on May 29,1957 
and has the unique distinction of heading 
the two most operational commands as 
well as the office of the Vice-Chief of Air 
Staff. He was Air Officer Commanding- 
in-Chicf of the New Delhi-based Western 
Air Command (WAC). Before that he 
headed the Jodhpur-based South Western 
Air Command. 

PROJECT 

200 MW solar power plant for Jaisalmer 

T HE Rajasthan Government has entered 
into an agreement with Energen Inter¬ 
national Ltd to set up a solar thermal 
power project in Jaisalmer to generate 200 
MW of power. 

The company, a consortium of Sri 
Lanka and Germany based two com¬ 
panies, with Larsen and Tubro as its 
Indian partner, will sell entire power 
produced by the plant to Rajasthan 
State Electricity Board (RSEB), at a 
rate of Rs 2.25 per unit during the next 
25 years. 

SPACE 

Atlantis, Mir dock above the earth 

U S space shuttle Atlantis docked with 
the Russian space station Mir for 
the second time in a risky manoeuvre 
392 km above the earth, on November 
16, 1995. This was more complicated 
and dangerous than the first link up 
because of the 4.5 km docking tunnel 
jutting out of the shuttle cargo bay. 
Both spacecraft were orbiting the earth 
at the rate of 28,000 kph and a colli¬ 
sion would have been fatal. Shuttle 
commander Kenneth Cameron slowly 
steered the Atlantis under Mir, avoid¬ 
ing the maze of solar panels. Chris 
Hadfieid, a Canadian astronaut aboard the 
Atlantis, called the docking "a ballet of 


concentrated effort". 

UN 

S. Korea, Egypt elected to UN Council 

S OUTH Korea, Chile, Egypt, Guinea- 
Bissau and Poland were elected as non¬ 
permanent members of the UN and begin 
their two-year term on January 1, 19%. 
They replace Oman, Rwanda, Argentina, 
the Czech Republic and Nigeria. 

MISCELLANY 

CBI academy starts functioning 

T HE Central Bureau of Investigation 
now has its own training academy 
with state-of-the-art facilities designed to 
equip personnel for varied nature of probe 
being carried out by the premier agency. 

The academy is planned on the lines 
of American Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion and Scotland Yard of Britain and in¬ 
corporates best features of similar institutes 
abroad. 

The principal of the academy, Mr 
Debasis Bagchi, said the institute will be 
the only one of its kind in Asia offering 
wide-range of short and long duration 
courses designed both for conventional 
crimes and special crimes including eco¬ 
nomic offences. 

Dudhwa rhino project a success 

T HE rhino reintroduction project 
started at the Dudhwa national park 
in Uttar Pradesh a decade ago has largely 
been a success despite a few setbacks. The 
rhinos at Dudhwa seem to have settled 
down well into their new home. 

The project had targeted establishing 
25 rhinos within five years of the reintro¬ 
duction programme, but the reluctance of 
the Assam Government to part with more 
rhinos and the lack of initiative by the 
officials caused inordinate delays in 
achieving this. 

The one-horned rhinoceros was put on 
the list of endangered animals of IUCN and 
on schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act 1972. Dudhwa national park was cho¬ 
sen for foe country's most ambitious reintro¬ 
duction project. An area of 90 sq km in south 
Sonaripur and Bellaraein range of the 
Dudhwa national park was identified as a 
most suitable area for the rhinos. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Bangkok Internationa! Marathon Trophy 
RIGZEN Angmo of CRPF won the 
Bangkok International Marathon Trophy 
held recently. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Championship 
PUNJAB beat Bihar 76-60 to retain the 
46th National Basketball Champion¬ 
ship held at Jamshedpur 

The Railways women won their 
eighth consecutive title, beating 
Maharashtra. 

CRICKET 

India-New Zealand series 
INDIA clinched the series 1-0 against New 
Zealand as the rain-marred third Test 
ended in a draw. Leg spinner Narendra 
Hirwani staged a comeback as he bowled 
6/59 in 31 overs in the Test. 

India-New Zealand One-Day Matches 
INDIA won the Pepsi one-day cricket se¬ 
ries against New Zealand 3-2. Manoj 
Prabhakar was declared man of the series. 

Australia-Pakistan series 
AUSTRALIA beat Pakistan and won the 
series by an innings and 126 runs in 
the first Test held at Brisbane. Fast 
bowler Glenn McGrath took 5 wickets 
in the second Test at Hobart to beat 
Pakistan by 155 runs. Spinner Shane 
Warne of Australia was declared man 
of the series. 

Deodhar Trophy 

NORTH Zone crushed West Zone by 81 
runs to win the Deodhar Trophy match 
played at Indore. 

Award for Tendulkar 

SACHIN Tendulkar has been given the 


fourth Sungrace-Mafatlal cricketer of the 
year award for 1994-95. This is the sec¬ 
ond time that he has got this award. 

FOOTBALL 

Scissors Cup 

I M Vijayan played Pole's famous bi¬ 
cycle shot to perfection to clinch the 
Scissors Cup for his team, the Jagatjit 
Cotton Mills, Phagwara. They will 
receive Rs 2.50 lakh as prize money. 
The team beat Perils club of Malaysia. 

GOLF 

Gadgil Masters 

GAURAV Gha won the Gadgil Western 
Masters Championship at the Delhi Golf 
Club and received his winners cheque of 
$8,750. 

HOCKEY 

Surjit Trophy 

PUNJAB Police won the Surjit Trophy 
at the All India Surjit Memorial 
Hockey Championship held at 
Jalandhar. They beat Air India 1-0 to 
lift the trophy. 

KORFBALL 

Fifth Korfbali Championship 
FORMER world champions Holland 
won the fifth Korfbali championship 
beating Belgium. The championship 
was held at the Indira Gandhi Sta¬ 
dium, New Delhi. 

POWERLIFTING 
World Powerlifting Championship 
ARJUNA Award Winner E S Bhaskaran 
won the gold medal while Krishna 
Sahu bagged a silver in the senior 
world powerlifting championship held 
at Pori in Finland. Asian record holder 
Sandeep Sawant won a second gold 


and Dadapeer added a bronze to 
India's tally. 

SHOOTING 

Commonwealth Shooting Championship 
INDIA emerged champions with a tally 
of 12 gold, 9 silver and 4 bronze med¬ 
als in the Commonwealth Shooting 
Championships. Jaspal Rana won 8 
golds. Fateh Singh bagged 3 golds and 
a silver while Ashok Pandit got two 
golds and a silver and Sukhdev Singh 
got 2 golds. 

SQUASH 

Men's World Squash Championship 
ENGLAND'S Del Harris and Mark 
Chaloner led the country to a 2-1 victory 
over Pakistan in the Men's World Squash 
Championship held at Cairo. 

TENNIS 

Federation Cup 

SPAIN won their third straight Fed¬ 
eration Cup as Conchita Martinez de¬ 
feated Mary Joe Fernandez in two 
straight sets. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
World Weightlifting Championships 
INDIA'S Karnam Malieswari set a new 
world record in jerk-lifting and won 3 
gold medals in the women's 54 kg class 
in the World Weightlifting Champion¬ 
ships held in China. 

Nameirakpam Kunjurani won a 
silver medal in the 46 kg class while 
China's Guan Hong set a world record. 

Neelamsetty Laxmi won 3 silver 
medals in the 59 kg class. China con¬ 
tinued'to hold sway in the champion¬ 
ship. 

Greece, Turkey, Russia and China 
dominated the championships. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Where, is the ninth International Kim 
Festival for Children (ICYP) being held? 

Arts. Hyderabad 

Q. What is the rate of growth of real 
GDP for 1994-95 according to the latest CSO 
estimates? 

Ans. 6.2 per cent. It was 5.3 per cent in 
1993-94. 

Q. What is the new cash credit ratio 
announced by the RBI? 

Ans. The RBI has cut the cash credit 
ratio (CRR) by 0.5 per cent to 14.5 per cent 
with effect from November 11, 1995. This 
will release Rs 2000 cron; into the system 
and will quell the money market rates. 

Q. What is the new name of Bombay? 

Ans. Mumbai. 

Q. Which country has been suspended 
recently from the membership of the Com¬ 
monwealth? 

Ans. Nigeria. The country was 
supended for ignoring pleas for clemency 
and executed human right*- <utiv i*-t Ken Saro- 


Wiwa and 8 other dissidents. 

Q. What is 'Eco Action'? 

Ans. 'Eco Action' is a novel experiment 
of building artificial reefs on the ocean bed 
for rejuvenating the depleting aquatic life 
following damage to the marine ecosystem 
due to indiscriminate shrimp culture over 
the years. It has become a success in Kerala 
and now in the Andhra Pradesh coast. 

Q. What is the new name of Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS)? 

Ans. The Central Technical Committee 
monitoring the Union government's Inte¬ 
grated Child Development Services (ICDS) 
has been converted into a society and its 
new name Is Integrated Mother and Child 
Development (IMCD). The ICDS had come 
to be known as die biggest child welfare 
scheme in Asia. 

Q. What is known as Ajanta of the 
Himalayas? 

Ans. The Tabo monastery in the Spiff 
vaflev of Himachal Pradesh has breathtak¬ 


ing murals and wall paintings, and is often 
referred toas Ajanta of the Himalayas. Itwill be 
celebrating 1(XK) years of existence in 19%. 

Q. What was the rate of growth of popu¬ 
lation during 1981-91? 

Ans. According to the report published 
by the Census Commissioner erf India, the na¬ 
tional average of the rate of population growth 
during foe decade 1981-91 was 23.79 per cent 

The Muslim population recorded faster 
growth than all other religions, registering a 
rise of 32.76 per cent. The Hindu growth 
was 10 per cent lower, at 22.70 per cent. 

Muslim population comprised 10.88 per 
cent of the total in 1981 and it went up to 
11.67 per cent in 1991. The Hindu popula¬ 
tion declined from 83.09 to 82.41 per cent 
during foe same period. 

Q. Where will the Commonwealth 
games 2002 be held? 

Ans. The British industrial city of 
Manchester will host the 17th Common¬ 
wealth games in 2002. 
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Appointed; Elected etc 

Akksandcr Kwasniewski: He is the leader 
of the Democratic Left Alliance in Poland 
and has been elected as the country's Presi¬ 
dent. 

Shimon Peres: He has been appointed 
as Prime Minister of Israel. He had taken- 
over as the acting Prime Minister following 
assassination of Mr Yitzhak Rabin. 

Eduard Shevardnadze: He has been re¬ 
elected as the President of Georgia. 

Satish Kumar Sarccn: He has been ap¬ 
pointed next Chief of Air Staff and will 
succeed Air Chief Marshal S K Kaul who 
retires on December 31. 

Kailash Kohli: He has been appointed 
Vice Chief of Naval Staff. 

Justice K Jagannatlm Slicth/: He has been 
appointed as the first Chairman of the Ju¬ 
dicial Pay Commission Chairman. 


Javier Solana: Foreign Minister of 
Spain, he has been appointed Secretary- 
General of NATO. 

Dr Yehoyada Haim: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Ambassador of Israel to In¬ 
dia 

Resigned 

C K Jaffer Sharief: Union Minister with¬ 
out portfolio. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Qiao Shi: Chairman of the National 
i Peoples' Congress (Parliament) of China 
| Hage C Gcingob: Prime Minister ot 
| Namibia. 

Neil Armstrong- First man to land on 
j the moon. 

Died 

| Dinesli Singh: Union Minister without 
j portfolio. 


NOVEMBER 

11— The Election Commission turns 
down government's request to hold 
elections in Kashmir saying that 
conditions in the State were not con¬ 
ducive to free and fair polls. 

12— Commonwealth suspends Nigeria's 
membership after it ignored the 
group's pleas for clemency and ex¬ 
ecuted human rights activist Ken 
Saro Wiwa and eight other dissi¬ 
dents. 

—LTTE suicide bombers make an abor¬ 
tive bid to storm Sri Lanka's army 
headquarters, killing 20 civilians. 

15—Thousands of US government em¬ 
ployees are sent home as a budget 
deadlock between President Hill 
Clinton and the Republican Congress 
forces much of the government to 
shut down. 

17—Former President of South Korea, 
Roh Tae-Woo is arrested on charges 
of a major slush funds scandal. 


18—First Prototype of India's Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA), the small¬ 
est combat aircraft in the world, rolls 
out of production line at Bangalore. 

20— Two bomb explosions rip through 
the Egyptian embassy in Islamabad 
killing 17 people and injuring at 
least 49. 

—Sri Lankan forces enter the LTTE bas¬ 
tion of Jaffna, fpr the first time since 
1990. 110 terrorists and 50 soldiers 
are killed in the fighting. 

21— The US budget deadlock ends and 
the government starts working nor¬ 
mally. The 8 lakh workers return to 
US government offices after six days 
of partial shutdown, the longest in 
the history of the US. 

22— At least 30 persons are injured in a 
powerful bomb explosion at 
Connaught Place in New Delhi. 

25—France is crippled by a strike by the 
unions to protest against a rise in in¬ 
direct taxes and the government's 


public sector wage policy. 

—Bangladesh President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas dissolves the country's Na¬ 
tional Parliament following a request 
of Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia. 

27—Eight people are killed in a para¬ 
pet wall collapse at the Virbhadra 
Cricket Association in Nagpur. 

DECEMBER 

1—Industrialist and Congress MP 
Magunta Subbirami Reddy is shot 
dead by three unidentified men at 
Ongolc in Prakasam district of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

4— Union Home Minister, Mr S.B. 
Chavan, accuses USA of instigat¬ 
ing trouble in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. 

5— Sri Lankan government announces 

the final capture of the rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna city, signal¬ 
ling a turning point in the 12-year 
war against separatist Tamil 
rebels. 

7—1NSAT-2C, the heaviest and the first 
exclusive Indian communication 
satellite, is successfully launched 
bv an Ariane space rocket, from 
Kouru islands in French Guiana. 
—USA rules out plebiscite to settle 
Kashmir issue. 


MILESTONES 

Jacqueline Aguilera Marcano; 
She is the winner of the Miss World 
crown 1995. She is from Venezuela. 

Ken Saro-Wiwa: Nigerian play- 
wright and anti-government activist, 
he was executed by (he military gov¬ 
ernment along with eight other activ¬ 
ists on November 12,1995 
■ ’ jjloh Tae-Woo; Framer President 
of South Korea, he has been arrested" 
on charges of cratupthm: 

. * ' Alisha Chiiuh Pop star Afishii 
China! of the 'Mtiikin India' fonts has,, 
won toe Channel {VJ Viewers .Choice/ 
Award. "... "■ 
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sentiment, 'No, certainty notf" ■ V 

We are happy that matiynwulmjbdsostron$aboutoitr& WeprvsenMdboth 

sides to the question expecting that our readers would make up their own mind. Tjhis 
hope was more than jutftikd, as Patna's MdAfiab Ahmed wrote, 'Such quality stuff 
can be expected only from a super magazine tike CM". > > . 

We are happy about the response of our discerning readers Though dB the inters 
cannot be featured in the magazine, 1 would like to thank ad those who wrote in with 
their views. Coimbatore's I. Srividhya wrote that “such a feature was ready neededat 
this timeWe ho}K> to live up to the expectations (f our readers in 1996also and took ' 
Jbrward to receiving your comments. On behalf of everybody at CM, I would Uke to 
thank our readers for their continued interest. 

With best wishes for your success. 

Sincerely. 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing in the box, have been awarded a 
prize of Rs 100.00 each. Readers are in¬ 
vited to send us their views on topics cov¬ 
ered in this issue. The decision of the 
Editors will be final. 

SPACE: THE FINAL FRONTIER 

Our knowledge of the outer world 
is a handful of sand from a huge sea 
shore. 

Rakesh Roshan Dhar 
Rourkela 

Insat-2C crowns the Indian space 
programme. After reading your cover story 
we feel proud of the achievements of our 
scientists. 

Sandltya Singh 
Patna 

Your cover story on the world of space 
gave information on global and national 
front. Such indepth articles are indeed very 
valuable. 

Vcnkatraman Uango 
New Delhi 

In a country where many people are 
illiterate and poor, the space programme 
is useless. We should solve our basic 
problems before going in for space re¬ 
search. 

Amitava Chatlopadhyay 
Burdwan, West Bengal 

THE RELEVANCE OF GANOHI 

Gandhiji not only gave us freedom 
but also moral guidance. He is a man to 
be revered. 

Pinky N Dhagia 
Ahmedabad 

Some people may question Gandhi's 
relevance today but they will come back 
to it. The complex world of today will strive 
for Gandhian simplicity some time in the 
future. 

Avinash Kumar 
Durgapur, West Bengal 

One can always foulmouth Gandhiji 
for the sake of fame but truth remains the 
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truth; nobody can change that. 

Sandcep Arora 
Delhi 

Gandhism is not static but a dynamic 
concept. Gandhiji's vision is indeed rel¬ 
evant today. It is the third rate politicians 
and intellectuals who cannot understand 
this and expound their perverted theories. 
But as you rightly mention, they should 
look at themselves before criticising any¬ 
one else. 

Subhash N Choudhari 
Nagpur 

IS ART USELESS? 

Art offers aesthetic pleasure. The aes¬ 
thetic value'is the shield against the argu¬ 
ment that all art is useless. 

Krishncndu lena 
Sambra, Karnataka 

We cannot call art useless simply be¬ 
cause it does not alleviate poverty or illit¬ 
eracy. If that was the criteria, many things 
in life would be termed useless. 

Ajit Kumar 
Sambnlpur, Orissa 

INTELLECTUAL SLUMS 

The mushrooming of educational in¬ 
stitutions, having no vision of their own, 
is a reflection of the declining standards j 
in education. We should get inspiration 
from the past, when great universities 
flourished in this region. 

5 Goutam 
Ghaziabad, U P 

Many institutes have opened with the 
sole aim of making money. Education is 
treated like a business by these institutes, 
who charge large sums of money from 
students. There must be a way of stop¬ 
ping this. 

Debashish Ghosh 
Kotalpur, West Bengal 

WHY GODMEN FLOURISH 

Many people are not confident of their 
decisions and seek reassurance from oth¬ 
ers. This foible makes a man victim of the 
so called 'godmen'. One must take respon¬ 
sibility for one's actions to get rid of this 
humbug. 

Prasoon Parimal 
Hajipur, Bihar 



DISPEL DYSPHORIA 

After reading "Dispel Dysphoria" 1 am 
encouraged to make efforts to avert some of 
the unpleasant happenings of life. 

N Narayanaswamy 
Vascodagama, Goa 

CM FEATURES 

CM is the only magazine that caters 
to the requirements of youth and provides 
a helping hand to young people. 

Abdul Qayyum Khan 
New Delhi 

Many thanks for introducing new fea¬ 
tures. Your magazine really helps the 
reader become a 'master' in the right sense. 

Manish Kumar 
Nainital 


REQUEST TO READERS 

May be you have appeared in 
competitive exams recently. We 
shall be grateful if you could send us. 
the question papers. All those sending 
die original question papers Will be 
suitably compensated and die origi¬ 
nal papers will be returned. 
_' —Sitter * 
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Culture of Corruption 

As if the "scamland", this country has come to be known I among others: financially 'bankrupt' pec 
Al has had a breather, now comes the telecommunication lakes of public funds. Two, leaders, as l 

_ _f• ... l.. _i.'._1-__n„ on nnn '_j _r_u l _l_.j 


A s if the "scamland", this country has come to be known 
Al has had a breather, now comes the telecommunication 
scam which according to one estimate runs over Rs 80,000 
crores, benefiting just one hill station company to the tune 
of Rs 175 arm. This makes all other scams of the past look like 
pigmies in a world of the giants. The Americans call it peanuts. 

Public memory is proverbially short. One Prime Minister 
who sought to dust off corruption as a "global phenomenon" 
conveniently blinked away Nagarwala episode in which she 
herself was involved. Since then the | 
country has had an "impressive" ' 

array of scams ranging from one 
ministry to another. Whether it is ' 

sugar or agriculture, environment or 
information and broadcasting, there \I\ yjjM 

is a taint somewhere—however ^ H 

small. The proverbial tip of the 
iceberg. An amazing aspect of these M 

sordid phenomena is that not even mm a 

one guilty person has been brought ^^|||^| 

to the book. Nor has anyone 
launched libel case against the ■ 

accusers. Even the "suitcase" man is 
free. — 

Blame it on the political system (read election 
syndrome), ethical degradation or sheer avarice of the so- 
called leaders, the inconvertible fact is that our country has 
become a gold mine for the greedy. The plunder, the loot, the 
unashamed scramble for spoils leads one to no other 
conclusion. The late jawaharlal Nehru, who pompously 
declared that in free India corrupt people would be hanged 
on the nearest lamp-post, must be squirming in heaven. 
Mahatma Gandhi who had a clearer vision of the state of 
things to come, rightly suggested, even advocated, the 
disbanding of the ruling party from which the corruption 
culture has sprouted. 

The culture of corruption spreads in two environments, 


among others: financially 'bankrupt' people, coming to guard 
lakes of public funds. Two, leaders, as Mahatma Gandhi had 
envisaged, should not be oumers but only trustees of public 
money. Today, the government itself is giving crores to "Trusts" 
of dubious distinction. The distinction between public and 
private money has almost vanished. 

The lavish, extravagant expenditure at marriages, parties, . 
the "Italian tiles", seizures at customs counters and fabulous 
gift-giving stems from the culture of corruption. This culture is 
, 1 • 1 itself the perennial spring of 

prodigality. This, in the process, leads 
$ to disorder and illegality. A political 

small fry accused of murdering Ins wifi• 
B w/ IF? and disposing of her body in tandoor, 

1 YCJ lU boasted Hurt he had helped many 

In sJlP judges reach their places. How urnld 

llvjgWy they not help him out 7 

■tpF -Jp 1 E dmound Burke has said of 

BlA nH corruption, "It loads us more than 

PVS\\ ' millions of debt. Takes away vigour 

| \ ;; .'ll from arms, wisdom from our 
V' , v -** councils, every shadow of authority 
and credit from the most vulnerable 

- : - parts of our Constitution." 

"The corruptions of a country are closely linked to the 
corruptions of its top”, says Swift. 

The new breed of politician, as others wielding power, has 
emerged as a fresh brand of elite. They are the new upper 
creamy layer of society. All of them have their hands in the 
kitty, only their methods differ. One gets a cheque of Rs 25 
lakhs and another makes a tidy pile of Rs 125 crores from 
transfers alone Minor cuts and commissions can be dismissed 
with the contempt they deserve. Think big, act big is the motto 
of the rulers today. 

The enormous tide of corruption in the country involving 
the "top", as Swift says, is almost impossible to stem. Our 
democracy has become a kleptocracy. 
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and want to learn it through Hindi Medium? 
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ESSAY 

Cinema and Women’s Image 

In a recent film, Sangeet, Madhuri Dixit bosom and seductive charms. She is the fies character and courage. She fights for 

plays a middle-aged wife to Shafi Inamdar cleavage between the heroine and hero! She what is right but pays a price for her con- 

wHo exploits her physically, treats her like swings hips, jiggles, writhes her ample viction. Dimple Kapadia played a highly 

a doormat and threatens to throw her out. bosom, winks, seduces with a smile, sensitive role of a professional mourner in 

In one scene, he throws whisky at her face, dances, pours liquor and bursts into a sexy Rudali. That the film was gripping shows 

This is shocking enough but more shock- song and dance. that what is wanting is directorial deter- 

ing is Madhuri's reaction—she bears it si- The present heroine, however, can mination and professional skill on the part 

lently. Lack of reaction is typical of wife as over-smart her in all these gimmicks. She of the makers of "popular" films. Sadly, 

9he is shown on our screen. can tell what is choli ke peeche or with dhak the impact Of such good attempts pales 

Contemporary mainstream cinema 
portrays woman in a degrading and de¬ 
rogatory way. A womaniser is surrounded 
by a bevy of beautiful girls whereas a raped 
girl is looked down upon as a moral leper. 

"Popular" cinema depicts man as su- complete and her only asset is her body, j yer in Yell Aag Kab Bujhcgi and Simi Grewal 

perior. This belief in the so-called superior- She has no mind. in Insaaf Ka Tarazu. But they were essen- 

ity of the male has been responsible for a In lshumr, the girl suffers the taunts tially cameos, not control roles, 

low and lewd image of the fair sex. of her sister-in-law rather than support Repeated visual images do leave their 

Women in Hindi films are either glam- herself and her child. An idiot of the vil- mark. This is clear in the behavioural 

orous girl-friends, sacrificing wives and lage halts her humiliation. An imbecile pattern oi people. Instances of rapes of 

mothers, vamps or nags. Whatever the role, male is better than a sound-minded fe- school children by teachers, women in po- 

they are a mere foil to the male. They play male! lice stations and sexual harassment in of- 

stereotype characters. The heroine is the Most "masala" films being sickening fices prove the point. 

offerings at the altar of box-office, new There should be strict censorship. One 
stereotypes have to be invented. The faded cannot help thinking that the present 

tastes of the viewers want more and big- Board of Certification has a soft belly, 

rebels against parents and even elopes. She ger doses of vulgarity. We have Madhuri Worse, it has a bark but no bite. Or should 

can suffer any humiliation, undergo any Dixit lifting ample bosom. Now, it is the one surmise that their tastes are worse than 

hardship, shed copious tears but does not ghagra, the skirt or the saree of the hero- those of the viewers? 

budge from her stand. She thinks with her ine which the hero lifts or attempts at it. More women should be involved in 

heart! She jumps into a river, takes an ‘in- The heroine seems to squirm but smiles. mass communication programming levels so 

sufficient' dose of poison and leaves her The hero degrades the heroine but she that their point of view dilutes the male one 

home and prefers to live with her man even falls in love with her tormentor! Eve-teas- which is biased and secretly sadistic, 

in a slum, love, she thinks, thrives on pov- ing has assumed the form of eve-torment- A self-imposed code of ethics will 

erty! Money is filthy lucre. She is willing to ing. Tastes have trashed. People are simply not work in the present jungle that 

be teased in parks and bursts into a lusty becoming brazen. One shop-keeper had the film industry is. There are codes of 

song. The coyness is thrown to the winds displayed a sign board: Our birds have ethics for journalists, for example, which 

and she sprawls on the ground or makes a bigger breasts. arc honoured more in the breach. Like the 

variety of suggestive poses with the hero. There have been woman-oriented Press Council of India, these will have a 

But she is supposed to be a paragon of movies., in which women and their prob- bark, ho bite. 

virtue! lems, their status etc. are treated realisti- Credibility in film comes from a good 

Another stereotype is the vamp who cally within certain parameters. Ankur, 9tory, a comprehensive screenplay and an 

is beautiful. In fact, she is more beautiful Arth, Bazaar, Untrao jaan have done that, imaginative director. Our formula films 

than the heroine. She has a lush torso, full In Damini Meenakshi Sheshadri personi- lack all three. 


darling "beti" who has either lost her fa¬ 
ther or mother when she was a kid. Or she 
is forced to marry against her wishes. She 


dhak throw her bosom on the camera. The 
line between the two has blurred to ex¬ 
tinction. 

A woman in formula films is a carica¬ 
ture. Her portrayal means that she is in- 


before a plethora of "collective fantasies." 

Formula films are divorced from real 
life. The progress by women in various 
fields and professions is seldom the focus 
of a full-fledged film. Rekha played a law- 
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An Overview of 
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t . . 

n insurgent is 
defined as a person 
who rises in active 
revolt, and insur¬ 
gency is thus an uprising or a 
rebellion. In over 50 countries 
across the globe that have had 
to face this type of warfare, 
insurgency has been des¬ 
cribed in various terms, 
depending upon the complex¬ 
ion and intensity. Some of the 
terminologies used are insur¬ 
rection, popular war, guerrilla 
warfare, partisan war, peo¬ 
ple's war, resistance war,revo- 
lutionary warfare and upris¬ 
ing. 

On all accounts it alludes 
to the efforts by an organised 
and indigenous group, using 
protracted irregular warfare, 
to obtain political goals. 

Although insurgency and 
terrorism—an adjunct of an 
insurgent movement—have 
in recent times gained world¬ 
wide currency, India has been 
particularly badly hit in the 
last decade. Widespread 
insurgency and terrorism 
have altered the psyche and 
lifestyles of large segments of 
Indian society and exposed 
the fragility of the State. 

Pakistan, having learnt 
the advantages of fomenting 
transborder insurgency, first 
stoked the fire in Punjab and 
then upped the ante in Jammu 
and Kashmir, in an effort to 
bleed India dry, without hav¬ 
ing to commit its armed forces 
to realise a dream it has been 
harbouring since its eastern 
wing was converted into what 
is now Bangladesh. 

E xternal Support: The 
prime mover of an 
insurgency movement 
is external support — 
arms, ammunition, explo¬ 


sives, training—including 
camps, funds, moral and 
political support for the ideol¬ 
ogy of the insurgents. India 
was forced to act as the mid¬ 
wife in the Caesarean opera¬ 
tion during the birth of 
Bangladesh, a support neces¬ 
sitated by the prolonged 
neglect by Pakistan of its east¬ 
ern wing which prompted the 
uprising. Ironically, the same 
external card is now being 
sought to be played by 
Pakistan, a task made easier 
by the blatant rigging of the 
J&K polls in 1987, further 
alienating a people already 
skeptical of the Centre's atti¬ 
tude. 

Border States or regions 
of a country are thus most sus¬ 
ceptible to an insurgency and 


propaganda instigated by an 
adversary. Chinese support, 
through Myanmar, to the hos- 
tiles in the border States of 
Nagaland and Manipur 
stands out as an example. 

Ironically again, insur¬ 
gency was the most difficult 
problem being faced by 
Myanmar, and the Junta 
regime succeeded in engaging 
the Karen and Kachin insur¬ 
gents in peace talks. Although 
China is positively friendly 
with Myanmar, India's criti¬ 
cism is now muted due to the 
Junta's willingness to seal its 
borders against north-eastern 
insurgents from India. An 
agreement between India and 
Myanmar has now been 
signed for cooperation 
between civilian authorities to 


crack down on "illegal and 
negative cross border aetivi- 
fies" which should help check 
heroin traffic and deny sanc¬ 
tuary to insurgents from 
Assam, Manipur and 
Nagaland on the Myanmar 
side of the 1643 km border. 

Kniffing out external sup-. 
port physically and diplomat¬ 
ically is, thus, the first requi¬ 
site of combating an insur¬ 
gency. 

A il insurgencies have 
a cause, whether it 
is genuine, imagi¬ 
nary or aggravated 
by various factors. The 
"cause" must find favour with 
a majority of the population. 
Economic and social discrimi¬ 
nation are important causes, 
apart from political neglect. 
Sometimes a number of these 
causes act in concert to height¬ 
en the level of discontent¬ 
ment. 

The Mohajirs in Pakistan 
are a discriminated lot who 
have felt it necessary to take 
up arms to assert and demand 
their rightful place in a coun¬ 
try to which they migrated 
during partition (see box). 
The blood-bath and paralysis 
now witnessed in Karachi is 
the result of years of neglect of 
this ethnic minority group, 
which feels threatened of 
being subjugated by the 
Sindhis and Punjabis in a land 
to which they willingly 
migrated at the time of parti¬ 
tion. 

Insurgent movements 
may, therefore, be aimed to 
seek relief from social and 
economic inequalities and 
exploitation and elimination 
of corruption and nepotism. 

Secession from the rest of 
the nation may also be sought 
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due to ethnic reasons. 
Ethnicity is a "holdall" con¬ 
cept and includes religion, 
culture, caste and class. The 
ethnic war in Sri Lanka stands 
out as a classical example. 
The conflict in this island 
nation is spearheaded by the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
EJam (LTTE) seeking an inde¬ 
pendent State. 

LTTE supremo Vellupil- 
lai Prabhakaran's writ ran 
through much of the island's 
northern Jaffna peninsula. He 


was recently taken head-on by 
President Chandrika Kumara- 
hinga, whose announcing a 
package of devolution of 
powers failed to get him to 
the negotiation table. 

Earlier, President Prema- 
dasa's arming of the LTTE in 
1987, in a bid to humiliate the 
IPKF, added to the Tamil 
guerrillas' arsenal and clout. 

Kumaratunga's boldness 
paid in the physical capture of 
Jaffna town—the LITE’S fief- 
dom—on November 23,1995. 


Prabhakaran at one time was 
rumoured to have fled the 
country and his cyanide 
wielding cadre (both men and 
women) disappeared in the 
nearby jungles to give battle. 
Which shows that die military 
angle, that of breaking the 
backs of the militants, is only a 
temporary phase. For one, die 
militants will always be able 
to regroup and recoup, and 
the basic cause will still 
remain unaddressed, further 
accentuating the rebels' 
resolve to secede. 

In Sri Lanka's context die 
"leadership” aspect of the 
insurgents comes to the fore. 
While the leadership aims to 
give direction to the insur¬ 
gents' cause, being rudderless 
or doggedly one-tracked only 
prolongs the misery. Prabha¬ 
karan was wary of losing his 
clout among the Tamils, who 
yearned for peace and nor¬ 
malcy in a country whose 
economy has been virtually 
crippled. The Sri Lankan gov¬ 
ernment announced a pro¬ 
posal to levy "war-tax" on its 
affluent citizens and decided 
to increase its budget outlay 
for 1996 to Rs 38 billion— 
nearly one-third of the total 
budget expenditure. 

It is a moot point whether 
the Tamils can now throw up 
an alternative leadership to 
make the best of what can be 
got from a politically 
amenable dispensation at 
Colombo. 

The fall of Jaffna has 
been a devastating blow to 
the LTTE and the myth of its 
military invincibility 

exposed. For the past three 
years Jaffna had become a 
quasi-State which the Tamil 
guerrillas ruled in Stalinist 
style. Jaffna's three Tamil 


dailies were controlled by the 
Tigers, who also ran a clan¬ 
destine radio station. 
Newspapers and magazines 
from Sri Lanka and once- 
popular Indian movies and 
film music were banned. 

Controlling the sprawl¬ 
ing Jaffna peninsula with a 
mixture of Tamil ethnic pride 
and ruthlessness, all residents 
had to pay high taxes to the 
LTTE, which last year was 
toying with the idea of issuing 
its own currency in a bid to 
challenge die last vestige of 
Sri Lankan authority in its 
area. 

The Tigers were more 
feared than admired despite a 
measure of popular support 
which provided to the group 
thousands of committed 
cadres who executed daring 
suicide attacks and virtually 
shot down the Sri Lankan air 
force. In the last ditch battle at 
Jaffna they used gas in a des¬ 
perate bid to thwart the 
army's offensive. 

The capture of Jaffna 
will make it easier for the 
Kumaratunga government 
to sell its devotion package 
to its opponents. While the 
Sinhalis may back Kumara¬ 
tunga as a reward for dar¬ 
ing the Tamil Tigers, some 
moderate Tamil groups, 
including the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (TULF), 
may favour the package. 
But total peace in Sri Lanka 
is still a far cry as the 
mauled tigers will try to 
regroup in the jungles and 
hit back. It is "peoples 
power" which can ulti¬ 
mately finish the LTTE, 
and for that the Tamils 
must say "finish" to vio¬ 
lence and stop lending sup¬ 
port to the Tigers. 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

Military operattorwccmduet^ 
primarily irregulars and predomirw% indigenous forces 
operating independently wffoorsfthoutitiemgM?^ 
against the forces of the State, with foeuitlmate objective 
of wearing down the authority of foe incumbent regime tHi 
it is replaced hy foe authority of foe guerrillas, to a bread* 
or sense, it is synonymous with insurgency in tie initial 
stages before it graduates to guerrilla warfare and eubee- 
quentty to conventional warfare. 
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by primarily indigenous popuitoion or defectors from the 
enemy forces in occupation of own territory or against foe 
regular forces of foe incumbent regime on fosir exterior 
tine (to., rear). The essence of guen^vwR'farete rawb- 
tionary in character and it hnsapotirioel goal, v^rteeeize 
power. ( : 

Guerrilla strategy fa baaed primarily on alertness, 
motriSty and attack. It must be adjustedto the enemy sit¬ 
uation, fob tsrtato, foe existing tines of foe 

relative stterfofts, foe weather arid tte sftuaifcn of the 
pwpfo* 
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I n countries prone to polit¬ 
ical instability, however, 
the aim may be the 
seizure of political power 
or installation of an amenable 
regime as in Afghanistan. The 
civil war in this godforsaken 
country is rooted in the inva¬ 
sion by the Soviet Union in 
1979 for the stated reason to 
help the Afghan government 
to maintain control over the 
rebellious elements. The con¬ 
trol over Afghanistan was 
considered essential in pur¬ 
suance of die Russian policy 
of expanding influence 
towards the warm waters of 
the India Ocean. 

President Hafisullah 
Amin got killed and Babrak 
Karmal, a Soviet nominee, 
was unable to quell the resis¬ 
tance consisting of Mujahi¬ 
deen or Islamic holy warriors 
in numerous groupings. The 
Soviets sacked Karmal and 
brought in Mohammad 
Najibullah, a former head of 


KHAD, the secret police. 

Despite massive assis¬ 
tance from the US and 
Pakistan the fractured 
Resistance made no progress, 
even as die war destroyed the 
country's economy and forced 
millions of desperate Afghan 
to flee, mostly to Pakistan. 

Soviet losses mounted as 
the Mujahideen groups 
mounted co-ordinated opera¬ 
tions, forcing them to with¬ 
draw by February 1989. The 
Soviets agreed to transfer its 
support from the Najibullah 
regime to an "Islamic Interim 
Government" in November 
1991, after talks with Afghan 
opposition movements, the 
Mujahideen. 

The Mujahideen insur¬ 
gents closed in on Kabul, forc¬ 
ing Najibullah to step down in 
April 1992 and formed an 
interim council. Factional 
fighting between troops of the 
Minister of Defence, Ahmed 
Shah Massoud and the Hezb- 


i-Islami led by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, continued until 
the signing of a peace agree¬ 
ment providing for the estab¬ 
lishment of a neutral zone. But 
the peace was short-lived and 
fighting between government 
forces and the Hezb broke out 
again. 

In late 1994 a newly- 
formed militant Islamic move¬ 
ment, Taliban—students of 
religion—took possession of 
Kandahar and routed 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami at 
Kabul in February 1995, much 
to the delight of Pakistan 
which had put its entire 
weight behind the Taliban, its 
own creation. 

Made up of former 
Islamic religious students, the 
Taliban made sweeping gains 
in southern and western 
Afghanistan. In September 
1995 they marched virtually 
uncontested into the western 
city of Herat, taking control of 
the city, much to the chagrin 
of Iran. 

Pakistan's strategy is to 
utilise Afghanistan to provide 
a link with the Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and exploit their 
resources through the land 


route. Pakistan's warlords, 
however, tend to ignore histo¬ 
ry and the fact that die 
Afghans are terribly intolerant 
of subjugation. An Afghan 
aphorism says: "We are con¬ 
tent with discord... we are 
content with alarms... But we 
will never be content with a 
master." 

Throughout their history, 
the Afghans have displayed 
determination and tenacity— 
inspite of their acute differ¬ 
ences of race, religion, tribe, 
sub-tribe and region—to fight 
and throw out all conquerors. 

Now as the Taliban, 
backed by Pakistan and its 
Inter Services Intelligence, 
closes in on Kabul, Ahmed 
Shah Massoud, commander of 
Rabbani's forces is doing his 
best to hold them back, even 
as the UN special envoy 
Mohamood Meistri shuttles to 
broker a ceasefire. 

T he Kurdish indepen¬ 
dence war has a dif¬ 
ferent dimension. The 
Kurds fight to create 
their own State has been con¬ 
tinuing since the end of First 
World War. The area claimed 
by them was carved up by 
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adjoining countries, with the 
largest portion going to 
Turkey. After Wortd War IT 
Iranian Kurds, with Soviet 
help, established a "Republic 
of Mahabad" but it lasted only 
a year. 

Kurds facee two obstacles 
to Statehood. They occupy a 
region which straddles the 
borders of Iran, Iraq, Turkey, 
Syria and the erstwhile Soviet 
Union—all oppose the idea of 
a separate Kurdish State and 
are reluctant to cede territory 
to the Kurds. Additionally, 
the Kurds have owed primary 
allegiance to their tribes 
which detracts from the con¬ 
cept of national unity. 

Saddam Hussein subju¬ 
gated his Kurds effectively in 
March 1988, using chemical 
weapons against diem—more 
than 200,000 were killed or 
injured. 

Their revolt against Iraqi 
forces, in the wake of the Gulf 


War in 1991, was inspired by 
the US who wished to over¬ 
throw Saddam Hussein. But 
the scale of the uprising which 
had peaked unexpectedly, 
petered off suddenly, mainly 
because the Kurdish guerril¬ 
las, accustomed to fighting in 
rough terrain, could not adapt 
to street-fighting, 

The Kurds' open war 
with Turkey continues today. 
The Kurds quest for greater 
autonomy has been stalled by 
the West's reluctance to upset 
Turkey—which has a strategic 
role in NATO's southern 
flank—and the UN's desire 
not to dismember Iraq. 

T he collapse of com¬ 
munism and disinte¬ 
gration of the erst¬ 
while Soviet Union 
prompted Chechnya—one of 
die 21 remaining republics— 
to rise in armed rebellion 
against Russia. The brutal 


war in Chechnya, caused by 
Russia's military attempt to 
rein in the breakaway repub¬ 
lic, since December 1994, has 
claimed the lives of some 
1,900 Russian soldiers and 
countless Chechen civilians. 

The Russian government, 
which had never recognised 
the Chechen declaration of 
independence of November 
1991, moved troops and 
armour into Chechnya to "re¬ 
establish constitutional 
order". 

Having given Chechnya 
limited autonomy, similar to 
that enjoyed by other 
republics within the federa¬ 
tion, Russia unilaterally 
announced elections in 
December, 1995, but Moscow 
has been accused of intending 
to tilt the vote in favour of a 
former communist party boss 
whom it installed as 
Chechnya’s leader after cap¬ 
turing most of the republic in 
12 months of fighting. 
Meanwjhile, supporters of 
separatist leader Dudayev 
vowed to upset polling, even 
as the rival candidate pulled 
out accusing Moscow of fry¬ 
ing to set up a "marionette 
system" of government that 
would plunge the republic 
into renewed war. By all 
accounts polling was marred 
by attacks on Russian forces 
whose helicopter gunships 
hovered in the skies to control 
the situation. 

Grozny today is a city 
reduced to rubble, where 
Russian soldiers have been 
accused of running torture 
camps and are perceived as an 
occupation force, which 
Dudayev's loyal forces are 
waiting to drive out by carry¬ 
ing the war into Russia at an 
"opportune moment". 


Georgia's separation 
from die Soviet Union was a 
smooth affair but it is still 
bathed in blood. Following a 
popular vote Georgia, one of 
the constituent republics of 
the USSR, unanimously 
declared independence in 
April 199], based on an earlier 
treaty. After an armed insur¬ 
rection, in which die elected 
President was deposed, a 
Military Council took over. In 
subsequent elections Eduard 
Shevardnadze became head of 
State but fighting between 
government forces and 
Abkhazian separatists has 
continued. 

In spite of Russian assis¬ 
tance to Georgia and die sign¬ 
ing of a peace agreement 
between Georgian and 
Abkhazian delegates, bloody 
violence has continued and 
there have been many 
attempts on Shevardnadze's 
own life. 

V iolence took the 
form of brutal 
killings, torture and 
rape to effect ethnic 
cleansing in former Yugo¬ 
slavia. Strife in ex-Yugoslavia 
surpassed that in Rwanda, 
Somalia, Haiti and Chechnya. 
Committed here were some of 
the most barbaric war crimes 
that Europe has witnessed in 
50 years—coascious targeting 
of innocent civilians, especial¬ 
ly old people and babies, use 
of mass rape as an instrument 
of war and unimaginable 
forms of torture of civilian 
prisoners. 

While democracy was 
restored in Haiti due to persis¬ 
tent US initiatives and Russia 
attempted to establish fragile 
peace in Chechnya, it took the 
US almost three weeks of 
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rteugh negotiations in Dayton, 
Ohio, to get Bosnia, Serbia 
and Croatia into a peace 
agreement. Under the agree¬ 
ment, Bosnia and Herzego¬ 
vina is split roughly in half—a 
Serb republic and a Muslim- 
Croat federation, headed by a 
weak central government. 
Initially, NATO forces will 
patrol a two-mile-wide De- 
Militarized Zone (DMZ) 
between them. The combat¬ 
ants are required to remove 
their heavy weaponry to des¬ 
ignated barracks, within 120 
days, and to enforce this the 
60,000 strong force (one third 
American, one third British 
and French, one third multi¬ 
national, including Russian) 
can use any force. 

The American Congress 
is understandably worried 
about the capacity of 
American troops to perform 
under difficult conditions in 
the Balkans. At the back of 
their minds is the botched up 
mission to Somalia in late 
1992, to provide humanitarian 
relief. Caught up in the tribal 
warfare, 18 soldiers died in a 
bungled helicopter raid and 
the Americans decided the 
price was too high. 

The Balkan mission is not 
going to be a cakewalk. In 
Bosnia the three factions are 
well armed and have plenty of 
hatred accumulated during 
the 43 months of self-imposed 
holocaust, backed by cen¬ 
turies of hatred. Adverse 
weather conditions in winter 
and the rugged mountainous 
terrain is ideal for guerrilla 
warfare in which the 
Americans and the remaining 
NATO force may well get 
sucked. With all the military 
technology to back die multi¬ 
national force, it will be 


immensely disadvantaged to 
operate in the Bosnian envi¬ 
ronment. The Nato peace 
enforcers in their biggest ever 
challenge will need plenty of 
luck to translate on ground 
the agreement got out of 
tough negotiations at Dayton, 
Ohio and signed at Paris on 
December 14,1995. 

Even as the IFOR 
(Implementation Force) got 
moving into stations in the 
Balkans, the Bosnian 
Parliament rejected the 
Dayton agreement. 

A frica has been splat¬ 
tered with strife, 
mainly arising out 
of backwardness 
and tribalism. The fighting 
and massacres in Rwanda's 
civil war, between the Hutus 
and rebel Tutsi forces of the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF), caused an estimated 
two million refugees to flee 
into neighbouring countries 
by May 1994. President 
Habyarimana had been killed 
along with the President of 
Burundi—possibly assassinat¬ 
ed—and fatalities in the fight¬ 
ing included the Prime 
Minister and UN personnel. 
French troops. 

As many as 2,000 Hutu 
men, bundled into Rwanda 
refugee camps, perished in 
mass killings in April 1995— 
mostly at the hands of govern¬ 
ment soldiers who, alongwith 
the Tutsis, blame the earlier 
genocidal slaughter on the 
Hutus. Hutu refugee settle¬ 
ments now serve as sanctuar¬ 
ies and recruiting ground for 
xenophobic Hutu militias 
intent on seizing power. 

In Somalia US troops 
capitulated in the face of war¬ 
lord Gen Muhammad Farah 
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Quanfi Movement (MOM) in 1984 pnwittK)ttftxppomtn^ 

between urban and rural Stott The 1980s saw. wide- 
■ spread ethnic clashes betweenthe Mohajirs on one aide 
end tie Pathans and Pun$abis on the' other. By 1988 
liMKOhi became hostage to eihnlcoigartoattoisllftemi 
ar^p^i^Pushtcxjn Ittehad. 

The lack of urban representation in the provincial 
powerstructure and the decision to carve out a new district 
—MeSr-in Karachi along ethnic fines has alienated the 
Mohaito further. Now the Mohajirs have renewed their 
demand tor a separate province comprising Karachi, 
Hyderabad, Thatta and Mirpur Khas areas of Sindh. 

: , The Army's May 1992 crackdown on the MOM and 
attaflfpHo split their ranks proved counterproductive and 
ppttatieft “deafi-up" ended in failure. Die Army was with¬ 
drawn toftowing charges df human rights violations. 

the MOM (Altai) faction upped the ante, 
^batditted to eland and Karachi is now a bunting port city. 

M^or MOM Demand* 

’• Dtairtinuationof operations againstMohajirs and with- 
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Aidid. UN troops sent in formation of a coalition gov- of the money required to fuel was paid by Israeli Prime 

could only muster a sem- emment and the holding of insurgency in J&K. Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 

blance of control over the war- fresh elections. was gunned down by a right 

ring factions. The principal Tk jTuslim fundamen- wing activist for signing a 

insurgent group, the Somali rug-running is a 1% /■ talism was given peace accord with arch rival 

National Movement (SNM), I ■ common strand in I \i I the go-by in Palestinians. Assuring the 

had declared the secession of I I most insurgencies. -L V JL Algeria where PLO that die assassin had not 

an independent "Somaliland * International drug the four-year-old conflict with killed Middle-east peace. 
Republic" in May 1991 with trafficking is big business, the Islamic militants had left over Israel has resumed peace talks ! 

Hergeisa as capital, which is earnings being upwards of 40,000 dead. In the November and speeded up its withdraw- 

now faced with clan warfare. $ 20 billion a year. In some 1995 elections voters over- al from die West Bank which 

The Nigerian problem countries like Colombia, Peru whelmingly exercised their it seized in 1967. 

stems from its tinpot military and Bolivia, drug barons with franchise in the face of mili- If all goes well Israel may 

dictatorship headed by Sani their profits are able to fund tants' threats and elected a also strike a peace deal with 

Abacha, reckoned as the most private armies, bribe public retired general who had earli- Syria and hand over the Golan 

savage any country has ever officials and operate as sover- er been appointed President Heights, ushering in more sta- 

had to endure. The ancestral eign rulers. Their immense to guide the government bility in a region, which until 

land of the Ogonis, a small wealth allows them to extend through a three-year transi- recently was a hotbed of 

tribe, produced some of the oil their influence beyond their tion to democracy. guerrilla warfare, 

that enriched Shell and turned countries. Contrast this with J&K, Clinton's efforts arc now 

Nigeria into the wealthiest In many cases in Latin where the fear of the gun directed at restoring peace m 
country in Africa. But the America, Asia and elsewhere, caused the Election Corn-mis- Northern Ireland where the 

Ogonis got almost no revenue reliance is placed by drug sion to declare that ground IRA's (Irish Republican 

back and their villages were lords on deprived peasants to conditions in the State were Army's) strategy has been 

striken by pollution. Ken provide them with the labour not conducive for elections in largely based on its arms and 

Saro-Wiwa took up their to grow and harvest drug- December 1995. The Nara- explosive links with Libya, 

cause and was executed atter producing crops. An intricate simha Rao government had The IRA members, who are 

trial by a military tribunal on relationship exists between pegged its hopes on this elec- Roman Catholics, aim to bring 

charges of inciting the murder drugs and economic under- tion. But the Pakistan card is terrorist conditions to main- 

of four opponents. development and this breeds too visible in J&K. The elec- land Britain to seek the union 

Nigeria has paid the insurgency. tions were earlier postponed of Northern Ireland's six 

political and economic price An alliance has devel- due to the Charar-e-Sharief countries with Eire, the Irish 

for this and it is likely that the oped between drug lords and shrine going up in flames, Republic. The majority Pro- 

Ogonis, who had sabotaged the local revolutionary groups caused by Pakistan-based testants insist on the Six 

the oil refineries, will now in Peru and Bolivia. The drug Mast Gul and his band of mil- Provinces remaining part of 

throw up an alternative lead- barons provide money and itants, exacerbated in part by the United Kingdom, 

ership to continue their weapons to the guerrilla out- our own inept handling. With Even as Sinn Fein, the 

demand for political and eco- fits and the revolutionary a hostage crisis dragging on political wing of the IRA, is 

nomic autonomy. groups, in turn, protect the for over six months and our brought around the table, vio- 

A semblance of normalcy drug business and direct their relative inaction inspite of the lence threatens to erupt in 

was restored in Angola where military campaigns against brutal slaying of Ostro, the Southern Philippines where 

the UN Security Council the national governments. Norwegian hostage, it is diffi- Muslim guerrillas rear up to 

voted not to supply war mate- Drug trafficking between cult to believe that a definite renew their demand and an 

rial to UN1TA (National Afghanistan and Pakistan has policy backed by political will offensive—if needed—for an 

Union for Total Independence been rampant. While there exists on Kashmir. independent State for the 

of Angola) which rivalled for have been occasional hints of In the Middle-East, how- Philippine's eight million 
power with MPLA (People's these drug-running opera- ever, it was a different ball Muslims. 

Liberation Movement of tions being extended to game. Due to continuing US We on this earth are per- 

Angola). An agreement for Punjab and Kashmir the mat- interest in the region and per- haps destined to live in cycles 

ceasefire was later signed, ter has not received the sistent attempts to broker of peace and violence as some 

envisaging the integration of desired attention that it peace, the curtain is now imbalances get evened - out 

the banished UNITA forces deserves. Pakistan generates about to come down on years even as more disparities come 

into the Angolan military, the through drug dealings much of instability. But the price Jo the fore. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


India and the CTBT 


India has not co-sponsored the UN 
resolution calling for an immediate conclu¬ 
sion of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). It has earlier co-sponsored similar 
resolutions in 1993 and 1994 and its re¬ 
fusal this time led to consternation among 
the Western powers. India's backtracking, 
however, is not strategic but seems to come 
from a lack of direction in its nuclear policy. 

Matters are complicated by the blatant 
hypocrisy of Western powers on the issue of 
nuclear weapons. While professing nuclear 
non-proliferation, they have gone ahead with 
nuclear testing and refining their weapons. 
India insists that the nuclear weapon States 
should commit themselves to nuclear disar¬ 
mament in the CTBT. 

This feature looks at the compulsions 
of tlw CTBT and India's stand on it. It de¬ 
scribes the reasons for the insistence of the 
West in pushing this treaty. Coming as it 
does after the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) which legitimises nuclear 
weapons in the hands of the five nuclear 
weapon States, what are the options before 
India? Moreover, since its nuclear policy is 
not very well defined, can the country make 
any difference in the nuclear power politics 
being played in the international arena? 

A FTER the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) signed in 1995, the 
nuclear weapon States are pushing to¬ 
wards a Comprehensive Test Ban 'Beaty 
(CTBT). With progess made at the Geneva 
Conference on Disarmament, pressure 
will be built up for signatures of this treaty. 
The West believes that the CTBT will sus¬ 
tain the viability of the NPT and will be 
a 9tep towards nuclear disarmament. 

Much pressure is being applied on 
India, which did not co-sponsor the UN 
resolution on CTBT this time. India has 


made its support conditional on tire five 
nuclear weapon States accepting a time 
bound programme of nuclear disarma¬ 
ment. India feels that the US is using the 
CTBT as a tool for non-proliferation that 
could be used to cap India's nuclear op¬ 
tion by the global route. 

India has always supported non¬ 
proliferation, provided it is applied uni¬ 
versally. The call for cessation of nuclear 
tests was made in 1954 by Jawaharlal 
Nehru. This led to the Partial Test Ban 
Treaty of 1963, which banned nuclear 
weapon tests in the atmosphere, outer 
space and under water. Subsequently 
the issue was linked with non-prolifera¬ 
tion. However, rio negotiations were 
undertaken for cessation of such tests. 
This was the bone of contention of the 
NPT review conference in 1975, 1980, 
1985 and 1990. 

The Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) 
have been hypocritical as far as nuclear 
tests are concerned. While claiming CTBT 
to be an 'ultimate goal', they have not 
made any efforts to achieve it. The French 
and Chinese have ignored world protests 
and have gone ahead with nuclear tests 
even while claiming to be for non-prolif¬ 
eration. 

The NWS have collected enough data 
through thousands of nuclear tests that 
weapons can now be perfected without 
any further tests. The nuclear weapon 
technology has reached a mature stage and 
even a test ban is not going to restrain the 
nuclear powers from developing their 
weapons. At the same time, however, it 
will prevent other States to develop the 
technology. Like the NPT, it legitimises 
nuclear weapons in the hands of five coun¬ 
tries. India feels it is nothing but nuclear 
apartheid. 


India's Stand 

N OT surprisingly, the NWS have not 
put pressure on France and China to 
stop their testing. Instead, India, which 
has conducted only one test, is facing the 
brunt of world opinion. Shortly after the 
Indian decision not to sponsor the resolu¬ 
tion on test ban, a report appeared in Nero 
York Times that India was planning a new 
test. The use of the media to plant such 
reports is designed to put the country on 
the defensive. Earlier too such false reports 
have appeared in the US media and the 
matter of India's second test has been pre¬ 
dicted by experts in 1981,1983 and 1987. 
That the test never took place shows the 
highly speculative reports that are floated 
in an effort to pressurise India. The US 
wants India to accept the discriminatory 
CTBT. 

The Indian stand has been articulated 
by Prime Minister Narasimha Rao. Accord¬ 
ing to him, India is committed to a CTBT 
that is truly comprehensive with "no hid¬ 
den agenda and no loophole". It must be 
an integral part of a phased and time 
bound plan of total nuclear disarmament. 
India's stand on universal disarmament 
was also made clear by Rajiv Gandhi as 
early as 1988. However, intervening events 
have altered ground realities. 

The indefinite extension of the NPT 
signed last year has legitimised the nuclear 
arsenal of the five NWS, United States, 
Britain, France, China and Russia. If the 
nuclear States will not disarm and the 
world continues to ignore Pakistan's 
nuclear programme and China's nuclear 
tests, then surely India cannot commit it¬ 
self to the CTBT. If on the other hand, the 
CTBT is delinked from a verifiable and 
time-bound disarmament by the nuclear 
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powers, it will only perpetuate nuclear 
apartheid, dividing the world into nuclear 
haves and have-nots. 

Many countries support India's stand. 
Other countries, most noticeably the Non 
Aligned countries, have wilted under pres¬ 
sure and agreed to discriminatory poli¬ 
cies of the West. The CTBT thus represents 
an opportunity to wrest from the NWS a 
commitment to a binding disarmament 
plan. The question is: will India be able to 
do so? There is need for the country to 
stand firm and provide leadership to the 
non-aligned countries. 

India has retained a posture of nuclear 
ambivalence, of retaining the capacity to 
go nuclear without the intent of doing so. 
Now India is being forced by public opin¬ 
ion to abandon the mature stance of 


proliferation in a post-CTBT era. Apart 
from the NWS developing sophisticated 
weapons, other nations could also secretly 
use this technology. 

The fact that the NWS want to pre¬ 
serve their nuclear monopoly is reflective 
of their hypocritical strategy. But who are 
their enemies? After the end of the cold 
war, it is difficult to define enemies of these 
powers. Yet these countries have not seri¬ 
ously done anything for universal disar¬ 
mament. The Arms Limitation Treaty, 
START II, has been signed by US and 
Russia in 1993 but is yet to be ratified. 

The CTBT is not going to eliminate 
nuclear weapons. Nor will it reduce the 
nuclear arsenals of the big powers. 

Limited Use 


nuclear ambiguity in favour of declared 
nuclear status. The BTP has already de¬ 
clared that it will go in for the nuclear 
bomb if it came to power. There is contin¬ 
ued support to Pakistan by the US and 
the world turning a blind eye to China's 
activities. Both these countries actively 
pursue their weapons programme threat¬ 
ening to disrupt balance in the region. 

These are legitimate national security 
concerns. India may demand minimum 
nuclear deterrence. But whether it will be 
able to do so remains to be seen. 

Flawed and Irrelevant 

T HE reason for pushing a test ban treaty 
now is that the nuclear weapon coun¬ 
tries have reached a level of technological 
sophistication where their nuclear weap¬ 
ons could be developed without further 
nuclear testing. A test ban is therefore no 
longer relevant. The treaty thus has noth¬ 
ing to do with non-proliferation. 

At the same time, France and China 
have gone ahead with their nuclear tests 
right after the NPT was signed. Even if 
these countries sign the CTBT in 1996, they 
will have collected enough data to make 
the transformation to laboratory simula¬ 
tion. The US decision calling for hydro- 
nuclear tests that produce 'zero yield' 
fission will further pose threats to non- 


B UT it would be wrong to say that the 
CTBT will not achieve anything. It will 
at least limit more States from developing 
their nuclear weapons. Iran, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, countries from Central Asia, Ko¬ 
rea and other countries do not have 
nuclear weapons today. Moreover, terror¬ 
ists and fundamentalist groups too are in 
the danger of getting fissile material. Our 
neighbour Pakistan is actively involved, 
in developing a bomb. 

A CTBT will prevent many States 
which have nuclear ambitions from de¬ 
veloping weapons. Without any interna¬ 
tional treaty, there is no stopping any 
country or group to clandestinely build a 
bomb and test it out, or even use it. Even 
though the NPT and the CTBT are dis¬ 
criminatory, they limit the nuclear weap¬ 
ons in the hands of some States. With 
these treaties, there will not be a danger 
of unrestricted development of nuclear 
weapons among other nations and 
groups. 

Lidia's anti-treaty stance robs it of an 
opportunity to retain at least a moral 
stance. It can negotiate a time-bound dis¬ 
armament plan rather than keeping away 
and paint itself in a position of no-conse¬ 
quence. According to K Sundarji, "If we 
have compelling national security reasons 
for not supporting the CTBT and die fis¬ 


sile cut-off treaty, such action can be justi- ■ 
fied. 1 believe we do not have such a rea¬ 
son." 

Many analysts feel that for India, in¬ 
vesting in another nuclear test is not Wise. 

It is very well to have a nuclear deterrent 
but a nuclear war can simply not be 
fought. Public opinion, however, is 
favourable towards conducting a nuclear 
test. In a survey, it was found that about 
two third of the people said they would 
approve India conducting another test. But 
at the same time, 68 per cent of the people 
felt that India should give up toe option 
of making atom bombs if other nuclear 
powers agree to the same. Apolitical party 
can well take to developing a bomb in 
order to gain mileage for elections. So far; 
India has been fortunate in not having 
such hardliners. 

At the same time, India has to de¬ 
velop a policy for dealing with these trea¬ 
ties. It should be able to keep a high moral 
stand while also protect its interests. But 
with our leaders so busy in fighting alle¬ 
gations of corruption at home, a compre¬ 
hensive foreign policy has not evolved. It 
may even lose out on important security 
interests. 

India thus needs to make it clear that 
as long as other nations continue to ex¬ 
pand nuclear weapons, it cannot give up 
its option. It would surrender its option 
only if other nations agree to do the same. 
"We should negotiate from a position of 
strength", says Abdul Kalam, chief of 
India's defence reasearch and development 
programme. India can also use interna¬ 
tional negotiations to have the interna¬ 
tional community put pressure on 
Pakistan to stop its nuclear weapon 
programme. 

India must approach the negotiations 
with full preparedness. The CTBT repre¬ 
sents an opportunity to extract from the 
nuclear powers commitments for disarma¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, much of our foreign 
policy is marked by official inertia. On vital 
issues, neither the ruling nor the Opposi¬ 
tion parties spend much thought. It is 
precisely this that the Western countries 
take advantage of. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Consumer Protection Act 


Consumer goods have flooded the mar¬ 
ket as never before. Companies are introduc¬ 
ing new products and brands even as the 
middle and lower income classes are taking 
loans to buy them. But what happens if the 
product does not live up to claims, or is of 
poor quality? Newspaper columns are full 
of complaints and many companies do not 
make any efforts to rectify the complaints 
The Consumer Protection Act gives the 
consumer his right to a fair deal. Since the 
Act came into existence in 1986, many people 
have sought rcdressal of their claims through 
it. In a recent judgement, even the doctors 
have been brought under the purview of the 
Act. But consumer courts have not quite 
lived up to their promise, plagued as they 
are with poor infrastructure and lack of re¬ 
sources. In many places, the consumer courts 
are so overburdened that they function like 
civil courts. 

This feature describes the provisions of 
the Consumei Protection Act and the rem¬ 
edies available to a consumer. It also describes 
the state of consumer courts in the country 
and the debate regarding the Supreme Court 
judgement making medical practioncrs ac¬ 
countable to their patients 

T HOUGH consumer choice has in¬ 
creased in India, many companies stiii 
do not value customer satisfaction. As long 
as sales keep increasing, companies are 
unwilling to invest in after sales serv ice 
Defective goods is not the only problem; 
very often a customer may get taken in by 
a misleading advertisements and discover 
later that the goods purchased by him do 
not live up to the claims made. 

The Consumer Protection Act, 1986 
promises to rectify all that and make ac¬ 
countable the the manufacturers and pro¬ 
viders of service. It provides for quick and 
inexpensive redressal of consumer griev¬ 
ances through quasi-judicial bodies set up 
at the district, State and national level. 


This facility is provided to 3 groups: the 
consumer, registered voluntary consumer 
associations and the Central and State 
government. When a group of persons is 
seeking similar redressal, a class action 
suit can be filed or may be treated as a 
public interest petition. 

The applicability of the Act is wide. 
When a group of people did not get back 
the amount they had paid as deposit for 
scooter booking, they were awarded 
double the rate of interest and damages. 
Similarly, if a group of persons are affected 
adversely by the cancellation of a train or 
through consumption of adulterated food, 
they can seek redressal under this Act. 

| Applicability of the Act 

A consumer has been defined as a per¬ 
son who buys any goods or hires or 
I avails of any services for a consideration, 
j Hospitals offering free service and doc¬ 
tors in hospitals which do not charge their 
patients are therefore exempt from the Act. 
Goods purchased for commercial purpose 
are also not covered in the Act except if a 
person buys the goods to be used exclu¬ 
sively for the purpose of earning a liveii- 
j hood by means of self-employment. 
i A consumer can complain against 
j unfair trade practices, defective goods and 
| overcharging. Defects have been defined 
i as any fault, imperfection, shortcoming 
j in quality, quantity, potency, purity or stan- 
! dard which is required to be maintained 
i by or under any law for the time being in 
I force, or as is cla imed by the trader in any 
i manner whatsoever in relation to any 
J goods. 

1 Defects in service include the provi- 
j sions of facilities in connection with bank- 
j ing, finance, insurance, transport, 
processing, electric supply, housing con¬ 
struction, hotels, entertainment, amuse¬ 
ment, purveying of news or other 


information, and so on. All services pro¬ 
vided by professionals like doctors, law¬ 
yers and architects are included. However, 
contracts of personal service, which is one 
between master and servant, are not in¬ 
cluded. 

An unfair trade practice means any 
; uniair or deceptive practice. False repre- 
j sentation oi quality of goods and services 
j and 'bargain sales’ when there is no re- 
i duction of prices, misleading and false 
I advertising, all come in the ambit of the 
| Act. Other unfair practices are hoarding 
i of goods to extract a higher price, conduct 
! of contest, lottery; game of chance or skill 
| tor promoting sale of goods, and permit- 
| ting the sale of goods that are substan- 
| dard Falsely representing any second 
i hand goods or that the seller has a spon- 
I sorship which he does not have, giving of 
guarantee that is not based on adequate 
tests, are all unlair practices. 

A restrictive trade practice is defined 
as any trade practice that requires a cus¬ 
tomer to buy, hire or avail any goods or 
j services as a condition precedent for buy- 
l ing any other goods or services. Thus, a 
dealer who forces you to buy a gas stove 
with a gas connection is indulging in a 
restrictive trade practice. 

Forums, State and National 
| Commission 

T HF. Act prescribes a time limit of two 
years within which a complaint must 
he filed. In exceptional cases, the court can 
condone the delay in filing a case. If the 
cost of goods or services in question or 
the compensation being sought is less titan 
Rs 5 lakh, the complaint has to be filed 
with the District Consumer Redressal Fo¬ 
rum, which has been set up in each dis¬ 
trict in the country. It must be filed with a 
forum within the local limits of whose 
jurisdiction the opposite party resides or 
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carries on business or has a branch office. 
If the value of goods or services or the 
compensation being sought is over Rs 5 
lakh but within Rs 20 lakh, the case must 
be filed before the State Consumer Dis¬ 
putes Redressal Commission, which has 
been established in each State capital. If it 
exceeds Rs 20 lakhs, it has to be filed be¬ 
fore the National Commission in New 
Delhi. 

If a person is dissatisfied with the 
order of the District Forum, he can ap¬ 
proach the State Commission and then, if 
necessary, the National Commission. The 
appeal must be filed within 30 days from 
the date of the order. 

Procedure 

I N order that a common man can take 
idvantage of the Act, the procedure has 
been kept simple and there is no need for 
an advocate to argue the case. A consumer 
can simply write down the complaint and 
attach photocopies of the receipts, bills and 
other documents and submit it to the 
court. A copy is sent to the opposite party, 
who must reply within 30 days and give 
their version A date is fixed for the hear¬ 
ing and to settle the dispute. Sometimes, 
companies do not respond to the summons 
and then the case is decided ex -parte 
If the complaint is found to be valid, 
the court can direct the opposite party to 
a) remove the defects and replace the de¬ 
fective goods with new goods, or refund 
the amount paid for the goods, b) remove 
the deficiencies in services, and c) pay com¬ 
pensation for loss or suffering caused on 
account of defective goods and services 
and also pay costs. 

In case the goods are found to be 
hazardous, the court can order their with¬ 
drawal from the market. It may order the 
party to discontinue the unfair or restric¬ 
tive practice. In case the order of the court 
is not complied with, it can award pun¬ 
ishment with a minimum imprisonment 
of one month but which may extend to 
three years. Fines may also be levied be¬ 
tween Rs 2,000 to Rs 10,000, or both. 

People with frivolous complaints are 
discouraged. If there is such a complaint, 
the complainant may be asked to pay costs 


not exceeding Rs 10,000. 

Fending cases 

I N terms of legislation, the CPA is very 
comprehensive. But is it effective? Many 
people have been disappointed to find that 
speedy justice is still elusive. The con¬ 
sumer courts are today inundated with 
complaints, many of them petty. The num¬ 
ber of pending cases is estimated to be 2 
lakh. With a quasi-judicial redressal ma¬ 
chinery at the district, State and national 
level, the alternate legal system was meant 
to take the load off the overburdened civil 
courts. Flexibility was also aimed at. "The 
forums are not tramelled by any techni¬ 
calities" says the CPA and indeed there is 
no court fee and undue formalities. 

This promise has not been kept. The 
consumer courts have become so overbur¬ 
dened that most of them function exactly 
like civil courts. Redressal is delayed by 
lack of quorum,- frequent adjournments 
and bureaucratic hurdles. Many cases are 
delayed. In Bihar, most of the 1,000 cases 
filed an? pending In Maharashtra, it may 
take up to two years for a case to come up 
for hearing. Member posts are lying va¬ 
cant in many places and members of the 
West Bengal have not been paid since 
April. The Karnataka Commission has 
13,025 cases pending due to lack of staff. 
The National Commission in Delhi also 
has 2541 cases pending. 

People also complain of legal processes. 
In many places, lawyers arc engaged and 
the process has been made complicated. lhe 
Ministry ot Civil Supplies and consumer 
affairs has constituted a working group 
which has made certain suggestions for 
amendments to the Act. Among these 
are: a) granting of powers of injunction and 
stay to the consumer courts. In case* a person 
gets a huge water or telephone bill, connec¬ 
tion should be restored till there is a ded- 
i sion. h) exclude writ jurisdiction of High 
Courts, and c) Inclusion of civic services and 
government hospitals. 

The delay : n consumer courts has 
weakened the CPA and consumers in In¬ 
dia still have to wait for justice. However, 
a start however small, has been made and 
! it is hoped that these courts can be 


strengthened in the future. 

Doctors and the CPA 

T HERE has been much debate whether 
doctors should be ind uded in the CPA. 
But a recent judgement of the Supreme 
Court clears the issue and says that doc¬ 
tors are providers of services under con¬ 
tract and were under the same obligation 
to deliver proper service Since the act of 
a doctor could endanger lives, he was 
under full responsibility to treat the pa¬ 
tients well. 

The court has said that a doctor must 
possess skill and knowledge. He owes the 
patient certain duties relating to treatment 
to be given and a certain amount of care. "A 
brcadi of any of those duties gives a right of 
action for negligence to the patient." 

The judgementcame even as as a large 
number of complaints started coming in 
about carelessness of doctors, both in pri¬ 
vate as well as government hospitals. In 
many hospitals around the country, pa¬ 
tients arc at the receiving end from doc¬ 
tors and the judgement may rectify some 
misdoings done by them. 

But many people also feel that the 
judgement will have negatii e affects. For 
instance, to a\ oid legal hassles and litiga¬ 
tion, a doctor may order several tests be¬ 
fore he agrees to see a patient. For a 
country with low incomes, this means that 
medical care will slowly go out of the reach 
of poor people. Similarly, a doctor may 
not attend patients at odd hours and in 
emergencies for tear of committing an 
error. Doctors may also have to take in¬ 
surance against legal suits, the cost of 
which will again be put on the patient. 
Ultimately it is the consumer that may 
suffer because oi the judgement. 

It is, howev er, difficult to say yet about 
the repercussions of the judgement. It will 
enforce a certain amount of accountability 
in the profession while at die same time cause 
doctors to practice "defensive medicine". A 
Urge section of the population depends on 
alternate sytenis ot medicine, which is not 
covered by the CPA. Only time will tell as to 
who will benefit from die recent judgement- 
doctors, patients, or will it be lawyers and 
insurance companies? 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"Frugality embraces ail the other 
virtues" 

—Cicero 

If profligacy is a vicious vice, 
frugality is a vibrant virtue. In an age 
where money getting and money 
spending has become an obvious 
obsession with all, frugality is the only 
answer to the growing culture of con¬ 
spicuous consumerism. When we know 
how to put a reasonable restraint on our 
run-away desires and designs, we 
realise the true worth of frugality in life. 
An open display of one's possessions 
and their indiscriminate wastage for 
vanity and vulgarity is the bane of so 
many social ills around us. Frugality is 
one such trait of life as leads us to the 
goal of moderate and modest Living. 
Once we come to know the value of 
living, within sensible limits of our 
instincts and inclinations, and spend 
our earnings with discretion, we are 
bound to be blessed with poise and 
peace within and quiet around. All 
other virtues of life, like rightful con¬ 
cept and conduct, thoughts and actions, 
feelings of joy and elation, benevolence 
and charity, concern and compassion— 
in fact everything that ennobles our 
spirit and chisels our wild senses— 
depends upon the golden touch of 
frugality. 

"Comparisons are odious." 

In human relations comparisons 
create more annoyance than healthy 
competition. Among events and the 
resultant situations, comparisons may 
prove an eye-opener and thus offer an 
opportunity to mend matters for the 
future. As for as human beings are con¬ 
cerned, their inflated egos and conceit 
seldom swallow the bitter dose of com¬ 


parison that some well-meaning fellows 
would like to push down their throats. 
More often than not, comparisons add 
insult to injury when the affected person 
is made to feel small or inferior to foe one 
who has made a mark in life. Since 
human beings differ in most respects like 
intellect, memory, reception to new ideas 
and adaptability, it is in the fitness of 
things that we do not resort to compari¬ 
sons as a matter of routine. The one who 
is slow in grabbing the opportunity and 
moulding it to his immediate gain, is 
dubbed as dull and doddering. In fact 
when we make use of comparisons to 
caution and coerce our kith and kin into 
doing something spectacular; we seldom 
realise the adverse effects that such an 
approach may produce. Though compari¬ 
sons are odious, there is no escape from 
them because they are an integral part of 
our experience and expression. However; 
they ought to be used with utmost care. 

"Virtue is its own reward". 

Between virtue and vice, the latter 
is more tempting and exciting. More 
often than not it is the vice that leads us 
into the blind alley, the other end of 
which can only be lighted by virtue and 
vigorous pursuit of noble thoughts and 
actions. Though exacting and excep¬ 
tional in nature the path of virtuous 
living is beset with thorns and thickets. 
Seemingly, the results of a virtuous life 
may appear coming late but they are 
surely more exulting and exuberant. In 
fact, the wise and the wary can discern 
the consoling or healing touch of virtue. 
There is no denying the fact that virtue 
and righteousness do not beg for any 
reward other than their own place and 
position in human life. Those who can 
see into the 'life of things' and are ,, 


patient and tolerant of what passes 
before their eyes, know the vital power 
of virtue. The world and its glorious 
heritage has survived on fine strength of 
virtue which the noble minds emitted 
from their conduct and character like the 
rays from the sun. 

"There is no royal road to 
learning." 

Learning is neither a matter of 
chance or chagrin nor a sudden display 
of tactics or tricks. It is bom out of the 
profound principles of concentration 
and contemplation in the company of 
mighty minds, physically present or 
! kept alive in libraries. Neither a donkey 
j load of books nor a profuse projection 
i of acquired knowledge with little 
assimilation, can make us learned 
fellows. No doubt learning is both a 
boring as well as a baring (revealing) 
exercise. It is a boon for those who put 
their hearts and soul in the arduous 
pursuit of knowledge. There are no 
short cuts to learning nor is the road to 
the destination called 'enlightenment' 
bedecked with royal reception. Unlike 
the magic wand in the hand of a magi¬ 
cian, who uses it to show his feats, the 
process of learning is slow but reveal¬ 
ing. Learning, like all great gifts of God, 
comes in trickles but when it begins to 
unfold its parameters, new vistas and 
visions appear on human mind. It may 
be easy for some to achieve success in a 
single stroke or hit the jackpot in the 
first attempt, but as for as the 
enpowerment or enrichment with 
learning is concerned, discipline, dedi¬ 
cation and determination are the fore¬ 
most fundamentals to get anywhere 
near the halo of learning. In short, there 
is no royal road to learning. 
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ARTICLE 

Reforming Insurance 


Sector 

The process of reform s is almost five 
year-old and several reforms m the financial 
sector have already been initiated Banking 
system, foreign exchange regulations, capi¬ 
tal markets and monetary policy are some of 
the areas where several reforms have not only 
been executed successfully, but have also 
started yielding discernible results Govern¬ 
ment has also taken several steps to stream- 
hm its fiscal policy Monetary policy 
measures have been in extensive use during 
the rcunt years Whih examining the 
achievements of financial sector the msur 
ancc sictor stands out bt/ least or virtually 
no reforms at all so far 

Malhotra Committee Report 

M AI HOTRA Committe was ap¬ 
pointed by the Government, m April 
1993, under the chairmanship of Mr R N 
Malhotra a former Governor of the Re- 
sen e Bank of India (RBI) The Committee 
was given the task of studying the work 
ing of Life Insurance C orporation of India 
(LIC ), General Insurance Corporation 
(GIC) and its tour subsidiary insurance 
companies and insurance business as a 
whole To keep in tune vwth the ongomg 
process ot reforms, the Committee was 
asked to make recommendations for re¬ 
forms in the insurance sector Malhotra 
Committee submitted its report on Janu¬ 
ary 7,1994 and its recommendations, in 
brief, are as under 

(a) Private companies should be per 
nutted to enter insurance business with a 
minimum paid up capital of Rs 100 crores 

(b) Foreign insurance companies 
should be allowed to enter the insurance 
business in India, preferably by entering 
mto joint ventures with the Indian part¬ 
ners 


(c) With a relatively lower capital 
base. State level cooperative societies 
should be allowed to otter foe life insur¬ 
ance sector, subject to obligatory regula¬ 
tion by Insurance Regulatory Authority 

(d) LIC should be converted mto a 
Company and its Capital should be raised 
to Rs 200 crore, with Government holding 
50 per cent equity and remaining with 
public and LIC employees 

(e) Postal Life Insurance should be 
allowed to transact in rural areas among 
the general public 

If) Capital base of GIC should also be 
increased to Rs 200 crores on the pattern 
proposed for 11C 

(g) GIC should function only as a re¬ 
insurance company under the Insurance 
Act 

(it) Four subsidiaries of GIC should 
be completely delinked from GIC by ac¬ 
quisition of entire stock in them by the 
Government Fquity Capital of each sub¬ 
sidiary be then raised to Rs 100 crores, 
w ith foe Government holding 50 per cent 
of it and remaining 50 per cent to be held 
by public at large as well as the employ¬ 
ees of subsidiaries concerned 

(i) Several schemes like Landless 
Agricultural Labourers Group Insurance 
(l ALGI) and IRDP beneficiary schemes etc 
should be handled by the concerned de¬ 
partments themselves 

(j) All insurance companies should 
be treated on eq*iai footings and governed 
by provisions ot Insurance Act No spe¬ 
cial considerations be given to the LIC, 
GIC or its four subsidiaries over the pri¬ 
vate entrants 

(k) Tariff Advisory Committee (TAG) 
should be delinked from GIC to function 
as a separate statutory body under the 
supervision of insurance regulatory au¬ 


thorities 

(i) LIC should be fully restructured 
Its head office should turn mto a highly 
professional centre engaged in policy for¬ 
mulation, product development, person¬ 
nel policies etc 

(m) Steps should be initiated to set 
up a strong and effective insurance regu- ! 
latory authority, in the form of statutory ; 
autonomous body, on the lines of Securi¬ 
ties and Exchange Board of India (SBBI) 

About two years have elapsed since 
these recommendations came and amidst 
strong protests by toe employees of UC 
and GIC the government has not been able- 
to introduce any significant reforms Vari¬ 
ous aspects ot the recommendations made 
by Malhotra Committee are being studied 
m detail and only a few reforms have 
been introduced 

Half-Hearted Reforms 

E is believed that in the face of growing 
lobalisahon, opening up ot insurance 
sector appears to be only a matter of time 
Notwithstanding the stiff opposition by 
the employees, insurance sector is bound 
to get reformed in toe near future The 
government, without making radical re¬ 
forms, has initiated a gradual process of 
transformation and several steps have al¬ 
ready been taken Among the important 
steps, the Government formed an inde¬ 
pendent Insurance Regulatory Authority 
(IRA) last year This newly formed body is 
to take over the functions which were 
earlier assigned to the Controller of Insur¬ 
ance It would also formulate guidelines 
for private and foreign entry and capital 
adequacy norms tor all companies IRA 
would also screen applications from pri¬ 
vate parties seeking entry into the insur- 
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' Wee sector. The Government had also 
appointed a committee headed by a former 
l and Managing Director of New 
i Assurance Co., Mr A.K. Mukherjee, 

) to look into the capital adequacy norms, 
the Committee has submitted the report 
to the Government and this report is likely 
fb form the major plank for IRA guide- 
Iines. 

The Government has also relaxed the 
investment norms for GIC and its four 
subsidiaries, with effect from April 1,1995. 
As against the earlier limit of 30 per cent, 
GIC and other four subsidiaries can now 
invest upto 55 per cent of their annual 
accretion funds in the market sector. This 
single change is expected to enable GIC 
and its subsidiaries to invest'an additional 
Rs 350 to 400 crore in the market sector. 

The Government has further indi¬ 
cated several times that the foreign com¬ 
panies will not be allowed to enter the 
insurance sector alone. As a result, several 
foreign players are in the process of sign¬ 
ing Molls with their Indian partners. Al¬ 
lhough Indian Companies are requesting 
the Government not to insist on Rs 100 
crore equity capital, the indications arc that 
the Government may stick to this norm. 
There was another fear that advent of 
private and foreign companies would re¬ 
sult in good talent getting attracted to the 
, better wages to be offered by them. A 
pension scheme has already been ap¬ 
proved for all insurance employees and 
foe process of wage revision was also ini¬ 
tiated. 

In absolute terms, total insurance 
premium in India is reasonably high at 
$ 15 billion (in 1994). But in relative terms 
foe premium density in India is very low 
at 0.58 per cent of foe GDP, while in the 
, USA, this density is 5.1 per cent. Even in 
absolute terms, most of the developed 
countries, with much lesser population 
than India, have much higher premium. 
Australia with less than 15 million popu¬ 
lation has a total premium at $ 15 billion- 
several times higher than India. One of 
foe most important reasons is that insur¬ 
ance sector has failed to make deep in- 
. roads into foe rural parts of the country, 
■ both in terms of life as well as 'general 
insurance, Only three per cent of foe total 


premium comes from foe rural areas. 
Similarly, GIC has failed to tap the vast 
market for household and personal ef¬ 
fects insurance. Even in the field of Life 
Insurance, only 21 per cent of the lives 
are covered and that too with modest 
premium. 

Due to the above reasons foe perfor¬ 
mance of the insurance sector has been 
sluggish during the recent past. Being in 
public sector, inherent inefficiencies and 
lack of professional approach have ad¬ 
versely affected the achievements of this 
sector. During the year 1993-94, insurance 
companies in India earned a total profit 
(before tax) of Rs 1082 crore out of a total 
premium of Rs 4766 crore. Their invest¬ 
ment income was 975 crore. With foe in¬ 
creased' investment percentage in the 
market, foe profits of the insurance corpo¬ 
rations are likely to increase significantly 
in the years to come. But, at the same time, 
ensuing competition would also take its 
toll and the existing insurance companies 
are likely to get reduced projects. These 
companies recently scaled down their 
profit projections for the coming years. 
While the initial industry estimate of pre¬ 
mium growth during 1996-2000 was Rs 
5200 crore, it has now been revised to Rs 
2000 crore, taking into account the new 
expected entrants. 

Future Expectations 

T HERE are no two opinions that foe 
insurance sector in India badly needs 
reforms to overcome its several ailments. 
Despite high premium rates, insurance 
companies incur sizeable underwriting 
losses every year. Low penetration, both 
in foe field of general and life insurance, 
particularly in the rural areas, is another 
area of concern. Inertia among the employ¬ 
ees, complacency of being in foe public 
sector, lack of competition, low turnover 
and profitability and undue "external" in¬ 
terference are some of the factors respon¬ 
sible for poor performance of foe insur¬ 
ance sector. Henee, to overcome all these 
problems, a new look is required to he 
given. Fears are expressed that 
privatisation of insurance sector would 
adversely affect the sector's ability to ser- 
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vice its social obligations. Even the 
competition with the private compa¬ 
nies is feared to be "unhealthy". But 
these fears may turn out td Ee tut* 
founded ones. , 

New entrants in foe insurance sector 
may result in selling insurance t6 foe com¬ 
mon man in a more fruitful manner. To 
survive in foe competitive environment foe 
new companies will have to explore new 
market segments, new product develop¬ 
ment, resulting in high penetration ratio. 
The employees of the existing companies 
will also have to puli up their socks to 
match their counterparts in the private 
companies. New technology, methodolo¬ 
gies and computerisation is expected to 
swarm the insurance sector, thereby 
making it more efficient and effective. 
Time taken to settle the claims is going 
to reduce considerably, making it to be 
tire major plank to attract the custom¬ 
ers. 

The Government has already taken 
some measures to initiate the process of 
reforms. Most of foe changes are prepara¬ 
tory in nature and major reforms are yet 
to follow. Insurance sector has many chal¬ 
lenges to face to come upto international 
standards, Extensive work, both in gen¬ 
eral and life insurance, is required to be 
done with a missionary zeal. Agriculture 
sector, which employs maximum man¬ 
power in foe country, has remained more 
or less uncovered by general insurance. 
Rural areas need special attention as 
there are very few rural offices of the 
insurance companies. Foreign and pri¬ 
vate companies would be welcomed by 
the consumer as they are expected to set 
very high standards of service and effi¬ 
ciency. To make a niche for themselves 
in the market, new entrants are also ex¬ 
pected to explore the untouched and 
high risk areas. 

The emerging regulatory framework 
in foe insurance sector is in response to 
felt neefoi of the society, as expressed by 
Malhotra Committee. New capital ad¬ 
equacy norms, entrance of new players in 
foe insurance sector and proposed restruc¬ 
turing would go a long way in making 
the insurance sector, a modem and tutted 
to foe needs of today. 


CAREER 


Bank Probationary Officers 


Of late, Banking has emerged as one 
of the most flourishing and challenging 
sectors. Conventionally considered to be 
a rewarding career, recent changes in toe 
Government policy on Banking sector has 
made this as one of the most sought-after 
careers. A candidate joining the banking 
service as a probationary office: can hope 
to go very high in the managerial hierar¬ 
chy by the time of retirement. Not only 
the rank would be quite high, the salary 
drawn would also be very attractive. A 
person joining as probationary officer at a 
favourable age can hope to retire as Gen¬ 
eral Manager in the bank. With toe open¬ 
ing up of banking sector to the private ' 
sector, several new players have come in 
the field and are looking for capable and 
talented personnel in the banking indus¬ 
try by offering pretty high salaries and very 
attractive perks. Direct recruitment as pro¬ 
bationary officers has also been started by 
some new entrants. 

Lucrative Career 

Banking offers very attractive, chal¬ 
lenging and rewarding career to its Offic¬ 
ers. Till recently, the careers as officers were 
offered mainly by the nationalised banks 
but, with the change in government policy, 
several private banks have come up. Sev¬ 
eral prominent companies have come for¬ 
warded in the banking sector and offer 
even more attractive careers as Officers. 
As probationary officers, toe candidates 
join the lowest rung of the ladder of hier¬ 
archy of management and are entrusted 
with the responsibility of executing the 
policy directions of the senior manage¬ 
ment, run toe branches, both small and 
large ones, maintain the accounts, prepare 
toe balance sheet and profit and loss state¬ 
ments and ensure profitability of the 
branch concerned by meeting toe targets 
of deposits and advances. < * 


In addition to attractive remunera¬ 
tion, bank officers also enjoy certain privi¬ 
leges and perks. In addition to routine 
facilities like medical reimbursement, 
Leave Fare Concession (LFC), provident 
fund and pension (recently introduced as 
optional) the bank officers also enjoy fa¬ 
cilities like conveyance allowance, offici¬ 
ating allowance, consumer loan at a much 
lesser rate of interest, house building ad¬ 
vance etc. They also enjoy toe privilege of 
getting one per cent higher interest on all 
their savings kept in the bank 

There are several Banking Service 
Recruitment Boards (BSRBs) in the coun¬ 
try which carry out recruitment of proba¬ 
tionary officers as per tire requirement 
given by various banks. The recruitment 
for probationary officer for the State Bank 
of India (SBI) is done by the Central Re¬ 
cruitment Board SBI Group (Recruitment 
Cell), separately as per requirement. The 
advertisement for the post of probation¬ 
ary officers appears in almost-ail leading 
national/regional newspapers. In addi¬ 
tion, detailed advertisement also appears 
in the Employment News. 

Selection Process 

Selection of the probationary officers 
is done by way of a written examination 
followed by a personal interview. Only 
those candidates who are successful in the 
written examination are called for personal 
interview. 

Eligibility: Degree from a recognised 
university or any otherequivalent quali¬ 
fication recognised by the Government of 
India is the minimum required educa¬ 
tional qualification to take toe Probation¬ 
ary Officer's examination. The candidates 
must possess the required educational 
qualification on toe date of submitting toe 
application, Some of the private banks 
prescribe some -minimum percentage of 


marks in the degree examination. They 
also seek candidates who possess CARS 
qualifications, a professional qualification 
which can be attained by any banker dur¬ 
ing toe course of sendee. Age limit is Usu¬ 
ally 21 years to 28 years. Upper age limit 
is relaxable for Scheduled Castes/Tribes, 
Chartered Accountants and immigrants 1 
from Bangladesh, Burma (Myanmar), Sri 
Lanka, Kenya, Uganda, Vietnam, Tanza¬ 
nia, Ethiopia etc. Recently, age relaxation 
of 3 years has been allowed to the candi¬ 
dates belonging to the Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs). Ex-Servicemen also enjoy 
the benefit of age relaxation as per the rules 
of toe Government. There is usual reser- • 
vation of vacancies for Scheduled Caste, v 
Scheduled Tribe and OBC candidates. 

Scheme of Examination: All eligible 
{ candidates are called for a written exami¬ 
nation which consists of both objective 
type and descriptive examination. Ques- 
’ tion papas are usually bilingual, ue. in 
English as Well as Hindi. Objective type 
examination will consist of Tfest of Rea¬ 
soning, Quantitative Aptitude, English 
Comprehension and General Awareness 
(General Knowledge). In addition, there 
is a descriptive type of question papa to 
be answered either in Hindi or English, 
lest of Reasoning consists of several ques¬ 
tions to ascertain tite reasoning capability 
of the candidates. This test has verbal as 
well as non-verbal questions relating to 
figures and drawings. Similarly, Test of 
Quantitative Aptitude ascertains as to how' 
fast a candidate can work numerical cal¬ 
culations. It also consists some graphs and 
tables and toe candidates are asked to 
interpret them. Test of English Language 
contains several questions to ascertain toe 
knowledge of the candidates in toe En¬ 
glish language. It is aimed at testing the 
overall comprehension and understand¬ 
ing of toe candidates in this language. 
Wbrds, phrases, expressions and usage of 
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language are tested and general ability of 
the candidates in understanding correctly 
the English Language is ascertained. 

Test of General Awareness is very criti¬ 
cal one and needs thorough preparation. 
Aim is to test the general awareness of the 
candidates about the environment and 
happenings in the world around. The 
questions on die general knowledge are 
carefully designed and the standard is that 
expected from a graduate. Although it is 
difficult to define the areas from where 
the questions can be asked, yet questions 
are expected from the areas like Everyday 
Science, Geography, History, Economics, 
Indian Polity and Social Problems etc. 
Questions on National and International 
current affairs can also be expected. While 
ffie objective type tests aim at judging the | 
knowledge part, the descriptive part of the 
examination judges the written expression 
of the candidates in the language of their j 
choice, i.e. Hindi or English. In totality, j 
the written examination aims at selecting | 
the candidates who have higher level of j 
knowledge and good written expression. 

Written examination is followed by 
the personal interview. Depending upon 
their performance in the written examina¬ 
tion and number of vacancies, selected 
candidates are invited for personal inter¬ 
view. Main aim of the personal interview 
is to judge the suitability of the candidate 
for the post of a probationary officer. In¬ 
terview, therefore, is directed at gauging 
the knowledge, judgement, expression, 
understanding and overall suitability of 
die candidates. There is no set format of 
interview and it is usually directed by the 
replies of the candidates. The marks ob¬ 
tained by the candidates in both written 
examination as well as personal interview 
are considered while formulating the fi- ! 

nal merit list. • ! 

I 

1 

How to prepare? ! 

State Bank/Bank Probationary i 
Officer's examination is taken by lakhs of 
candidates every year, while the vacan¬ 
cies are hr hundreds. This indicates the 
intensity of the competition for the post of j 
probationary officer. Considering the com- I 


petition, a very high degree of prepara¬ 
tion is required by the candidates for this 
examination. The examination has several 
aspects and a person with a balanced blend 
of knowledge, common sense, level of 
understanding etc. has all the chances of 
being successful. Tests of reasoning and 
quantitative aptitude need special prepa¬ 
rations. Same is true for the General Aware¬ 
ness also. As mentioned earlier, Test of 
Reasoning may be verbal or non-verbal, 
meaning thereby that reasoning questions 
may be asked on several figures, alpha¬ 
bets or even drawings. A candidate not 
only needs a fertile brain to solve these 
problems successfully but also needs a lot 
of practice in attempting various types of j 
questions on reasoning. A candidate may 
also expect some questions on common 
sense. 

Test of quantitative aptitude aims at 
judging the aptitude of the candidate to¬ 
wards figure-work. It is well known that 
an officer in banks is mainly concerned j 
with day to day figures and their manage- j 
ment. Hence, a candidate who is not at j 
ease with figure work is not suitable for a j 
bank-officer's job. It not only judges the | 
aptitude but also the speed and accuracy | 
with which one can complete the test. Here j 
again, regular practice for quite some time ! 
enables a candidate to acquire skill, speed j 
and accuracy. j 

Test of English Language is designed ! 
to judge the understanding of English J 
Language. Comprehension passages are so 
framed as to gauge the understanding of 
the candidates and their capability of an¬ 
swering the questions correctly. While the 
understanding of any language is funda¬ 
mental in nature and is difficult to be al¬ 
tered during the short period of 
preparation, yet regular practice does 
benefit a candidate equipping him/her 
with the skill and capability to attempt 
the test successfully. 

Test of General Awareness, however, 
needs thorough preparation. The spectrum 
of subjects out of which the questions are 
asked is so wide that practically, the can¬ 
didates may expect questions from any 
subject on earth. To prepare well, the Can¬ 
didates not only need a good base in cur¬ 


rent attairs, potft national and interna¬ 
tional, but also a regular practice and 
updating of information and knowledge. 
"The Competition Master" caters to all the 
needs of the aspiring candidates by pro¬ 
viding an excellent insight into tire cur¬ 
rent affairs, features and articles and solved 
objective-type tests. To supplement this, 
the candidates are advised to consult 
''General Knowledge Refresher" by O.P. 
Khanna and "Current Affairs Backgrounder" i 
published by M/s Khanna Brothers Pub¬ 
lishers, Chandigarh. For preparation in 
reasoning and quantitative aptitude also, 
provides rich material every month. A 
book on "Test of Reasoning", published 
by Khanna Brothers Publishers, also pro¬ 
vides fairly good practice. 

Personal interview needs a different 
kind of preparation. It is the test of per¬ 
sonality of a candidate to ascertain his/ 
her suitability' for the iob. Normally, the 
emphasis during the interview are not on 
testing the knowledge of a candidate but 
on seeing the overall suitability of a can- j 
didate for the job of an Officer in the bank. 
Normally a good expression, a good 
knowledge base, quick grasp, presence of 
mind, sincerity etc. are some of the as¬ 
pects which help a candidate to sail 
through the interview. A selt-confident 
candidate is expected to do well in the 
personal interview. To prepare well for the 
interview the candidates must carry out 
several group discussions with the fel¬ 
low candidates on the topics of impor¬ 
tance, read a good competitive magazine 
like CM and also attempt mock inter¬ 
views. 

A firm determination, good knowl¬ 
edge base, constant practice, choice of 
correct books and magazines etc. are some 
of the factors that assist a candidate to do 
well in the examination/interview for the 
post of bank, probationary office?. It 
should, however, be noted that the pri¬ 
vate banks, which have recently started 
recruitment to the post of officers, have 
their varying standards. Their examina¬ 
tion syllabi (if any) may distinctly differ 
from that of the BSRBs or the Recruit¬ 
ment Cell of the SBI. In many cases, they 
only call the candidates for a compre¬ 
hensive personality test. 
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PREPARING FOR MBA 


Business General Knowledge 


This feature helps you to prepare for management entrance tests 
in which business GK is asked. In FMS, corporate awareness is 
asked, while in XLRl, questions related to labour are asked. In the 
CFA and MBE programmes, questions related to finance and economy 
may be asked. 

1. Advertisers are interested in TRPs of television 
programmes. What does TRP stand for? 

(a) Television Recall Percentages 
(t>) Television Rating Points 
(c) Total Reception Points 
(rf) Television Rating Percentages 

2. What is the name of the company that is bringing Revlon 
cosmetics into the country? 

(a) Lakme (b) Pond's 

(c) Hindustan Lever (d )ModiMundipharmn 

3. MARG is a: 

(a) Market Research Company (b) Book of road maps 
(r) Index of business data 
(rf) Road and railway time-table 
4 In the detergent market, the maximum market share is 
held by which company'' 

(a) Nirma (b) Surf (c) Ariel (d) TOMCO 

5. What is the name of the Indian business family who fig¬ 
ure highest on the list of Britain's richest people? 

(a) Swaraj Paul (b) Vijay Mallya (c) Raj Bagri 

(d) Gopichand and Srichand Hinduja 

6. Renato Ruggerio is the name connected with: 

(a) World Bank (b) American Corporate giant 

(c) WTO (d) Star TV 

7. The Thapar Du Pont plant which was to be pul up in Goa 
is to be put up in which State? 

(a) Goa (b) Kerala (c) Tamil Nadu (d) MP 

8. The diamond mining giant De Beers is a cartel belonging 
to which country? 

(a) South Africa (1/) UK (c) USA (d) France 

9. The badla system is associated with which of the follow¬ 
ing? 

(a) Foreign exchange (b) Forward trading 
(c) Currency markets (rf) Commodity market 

10. Which company has launched a product as "mint with¬ 
out the hole"? 

(a)Nutrine (b) Parry's (r) Nestle (d) Bakeman's 

11. Where is the India Expo being planned to be held in 
April 19^6? 

(a) Bombay (b) Morocco (c) Italy (d) Switzerland 

12. Who has received the National Productivity Award for 
his outstanding contribution to encourage productivity move¬ 
ment in India? 

(a) J J Irani (b) D Ambani (c) H Goenka (d) R Icita 


13. Where is the Gandhi Labour Institute located? 

(a) Bombay (b) Nagpur (c) Ahmedabad (rf) Baroda 

14. "The Road Ahead" is the name of the book written by: . 
(a) Richard Nixon (b) Bill Clinton (c) Paul Allot 

(rf) Bill Gates 

15. According to die Employees Pension Scheme, the maxi¬ 
mum pension that a person get per month on superannuation 
is: 

(a) Rs 1500 (b) Rs 2000 (c) Rs 2500 (rf) Rs 3000 

16. Bill Gates was one of die founders of Microsoft. Who , 
was the other? 

(a) Paul Allen (b) John Naisbitt 

(c) Michael Crichton (rf) Kenneth Clarke 

17. The first JRD Tata award for corporate leadership has 
been conferred upon: 

(a) T. Wahid (b) S S Nadkarni 

(c) Rajan Pillai (rf) Aditya Birla 

18. Models Milind Soman and Madhu Sapre were charged 
for indecent exposure for the advertisement of which brand?-. 

(a) Reebok • ( b) Le Cooper 

(c) Tuffs (rf) Bare Necessities 

19. What was the name of the industrialist who challenged 
the rule of flying the national flag on his building and won the 
case? 

Ja) Rajan Nanda (6) Naveen Jindal 

(c) Parvez Damania (rf) Ramesh Chauhan 

20. Which is the best city to do business in, according to 
Tortune magazine? 

(a) Singapore (b) San Francisco 

(c) London (rf) New York 

21. What is the name of the trade union which is affiliated 
to the Shiv Sena? 

{a) Bharatiya Kamgar Sena 

(b) Hind Mazdoor Sabha 

(c) Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh 

(d) Kamgar Aghadi Union 

22. About how-many workers will be covered by the Union 
government's new pension scheme? 

(a) 25 million (b) 18 million (c) 13 million 
(rf) 8 million 

23. Which company is emerging a& the largest pager 'ser¬ 
vices provider in the country? 

(a) RPG Enterprises (b) Hutchinson Max 

(c) Modi Page (rf) Punwire Ltd 

24. The government has set up hospitals where there are 
large concentrations of beedi workers, to cure which disease? 

(n) cancer (b) AIDS (c) TB (rf) ulcers 

25. What is the percentage of India’s share in world exports? 

(a) 0.58 (b) 1.28 (c) 12.58 (rf) 15.28 
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26. The founding father of re-engineering, the management 
technique that advocates radical overhaul of business is: 

> (fl) Peter Drucker (b) Robert Townsend 

(c) Michael Hammer (d) Jeff Hyman 

27. According to a study by Political & Economic Risk j 

Consultancy, the most corrupt country in the world is: j 

(a) China (b) Indonesia (c) India j 

(d) Philippines 

28. The top public issue manager in India is: I 

(a) 1DB1 (b) ICICI Securities 

(c) SBI Capital Markets (if) IFCI 

29. The international firm Goldman Sachs is a: 

(a) Media company 

(, b) Diamond Merchants 

(c) Entertainment company j 

(d) Investment and securities firm j 

For question 30-35, match the names of people with their 

companies or brands: ’ ; 

30. Samir Jain (fl) Eichcr ! 

31. Nitsli Wadia ( b) Glaxo : 

32. Vikram Lai (c) JCT 

33. Shiv Nadar (d) The Times of India 

34. Samir Thapar (c) Bombay Dyeing j 

35. V Thyagarajan (j) HCL I 

36. Intra-regional trade among the SAARC countries as a i 
percentage of their total world trade in 1993 is: 

(9)1.2 (b) 3.4 (c) 7.8 (d) 9.2 . | 

37. Which company js the market leader in computers? ; 

(a) Wipro Infotech ( b ) Tata Information Systems 

(c) Digital Equipment 

(d) HCL Hewlett-Packard ; 

38. What was the level of Indian software exports in 1994-95? j 

(a) Rs 1000 cron* (b) Rs 1250 crore 

(c) Rs 1500 crore (d) Rs 1750 crore ! 

39. Which company led in software exports? j 

(a) Tala Consultancy Service's ( b ) lata Unisys 

(c) Digital Equipment (d) N1IT , 

40. The ministry of civil supplies has recently made printing 1 
of maximum retail price compulsory on two items. Which ones? ! 

(a) Soft drinks and ink ( b) Cigarettes and salt 

(c) Soft drinks and butter (d) Cigarettes and whisky : 

41. Of the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) approved bv In- : 

dia in 1995, which industry heads the list? ( 

(it) Chemicals and Fertilizers (b) Metallurgical Industry j 
(c) Textiles (d) Telecommunications 

42. Which company in India is the only manufacturer of j 

vitamin B (J in Asia? i 

(») Burroughs Wellcome (f?> Sandoz, 

(c) Cadila (d) Merind I 

43. What is Concord? j 

(a) An economic zone of North Indian States 

(b) Consortium of arms manufacturers ; 

(c) Association of Indian industry 

(d) A new business magazine to be launched shortly 

44. How many unions have been registered in West Bengal? 

(a) 157 ( b ) 2144 


(c) 7857 (d) 14344 

45. Which bank was ordered to dose in the US following 
reports of conspiracy and fraud? 

(a) Barings (b) Sumitomo 

(c) Daiwa (if) Shanghai Bank 

46. "Every Street is Paved with Gold" is the name of the 
book written by the founder chairman of a leading car 
maufacturer. Which one? 

(n) Toyota (b) General Motors (c) Ford 

(d) Daewoo 

47. Out of the 5 lakh jobs estimated to be generated in the 
next two years, which industry groups will generate 4 lakh, or 80 
per cent of the jobs? 

(fl) Telecom and Food Processing 
lb) Telecom and software 
(c) Finance and stock market related 
Id) Software and Finance 

48 What is the rate ot growth of employment in India for 
1993-94? 

(fl) 1.00 per cent (b) 1.96 per cent 

(c) 3.24 per cent (d) 5.58 per cent 

49. What is the total proposed investment by the newly 
created Amitabh Bachclwn Corporation Ltd? 

(<?) Rs 100 crore (!>) Rs 700 crore 

(c) Rs 1200 crore (</) Rs 1500 crore 

50. Which company are Bombay Dyeing and Torrent group 
trying to take over? 

(fl) Britannia Industries 

(b) Asian Paints 

(c) Pfizer Ltd 

(d) Ahmedabad Electric Company 

ANSWERS 

I (/>) 2 (d) 3 (a) 

4 (a) Nirma holds 40.1 per cent market share. 

5 (d) 6 (c) He is the Director General of WTO. 

7(c) 8 («) 9 [b) 10(d) 

II ( b) Casablanca in Morocco. It has been planned by Federa¬ 

tion of Indian Export (>rganisations (FIFO). 

12 (o) He is MD of Tata Steel. 


13 (c) 

14 (d) 

15 (if) 

16 (a) 

17(d) 

18 (r) 

19 (b) 

20 (fl) 

21 (fl) 

22 (b) 

23 (d) 

24(c) 

25 (a) 

26 (c) 


27 (d) India is ranked at third position. 


28(c) 

29 (d) 

30 (d) 

31 (e) 

32 (a) 

33(f) 

34 (c) 

35 (b) 

36 (b) 

37 GO 

38 (c) 

39(a) 

40 (c) 




41 (6) Metallurgical industry 17%, followed by Fuels 16%, Ser¬ 

vices 12%, and Chemicals & Fertilisers 12%. 

42 (d) 43 (ii) 44 (d) 45 (c) 

46 (d) Kim Woo-Chong, founder of Daewoo. 

47(u) 48(b) 49 (b) 50 (if) 

SCORE 

45-50 correct: excellent 
40-44 correct; good 
3A39 correct: fair 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

THE COMPETITION MASTER'S GUIDE TO FORTHCOMING EXAMINATIONS 


This column is being expanded to include the admission j 
notices of all courses , including management institutes. It will \ 
alert our readers of the forthcoming examinations for careers and i 
recruitment. Information for this column should be sent well in j 
advance to be included In this feature. Readers are advised to j 
see their own suitability before applying-—this column is not a ■ 
recommendation of any course or institute. j 

Civil Services \ 

1. Civil Services Preliminary: Exam to be held on June 9, , 
1996. Apply to. The Under Secretary (CSP), UPSC, Dholpur ; 
House, New Delhi—110 011 with a crossed DD/IPO for Rs 40. i 
two signed passport photographs and s.a.e. of size 11.5 x 27.5 
cm alongwith completed application in the prescribed format. ' 

2. Combined Defence Services: Exam to be held on May 12, ' 
1996. For eligibly and application details see advertisement > 
published on October'28. 

3. Indian Forest Service' Exam to be held on July 14. 1996 
Eligibility: B.Sc degree. Age limit: 21-28 years. Last date: Febru¬ 
ary 26, 1996. Advertisement published on January 1, 1996 

4 Engineering Services. Exam to be held on August 4, 
1996. Eligibility M.Sc Age Limit' 20-28 years. Last Date: March 
18, 1996 Advertisement will be published on February 3. 1996 

5 Railway Apprentices: Exam to be held on September 2, 
1996 Eligibility: 10+2 with .science in the first or second division 
Age limit: 16-20 years. Last date: April 8, 1996. Advertisement 
will be published on February 24, 1996. 

Engineering 

IIT-Joint Entrance Examination (JEE): To be held on May 4, 
1996. For admission to IJTs and Institute of Technology, Varanasi for 
B.Tech, B.Arch, B.Pharm, M.Sc and M.Tech programmes. Apply to. 
any HT with a DD/PO for Rs 350 and two s.a. stickers for application 
forms. By cash from Union Bank in I1T Delhi Zone, SBI in l!T Kanpur 
and Madras, Canara Bank in HT Kharagpur and Bombay 

Marine Engineering 

Marine Engineering Degree (4 years) at MERI, Calcutta and i 
B.Sc (Nautical Science) at T S Chanakya, Bombay For informa- ; 
lion brochure, contact: Controller, DGS Admission Cell, Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhawan SPJIMR, Munshi Nagar, Dadahai Road Andheri 
(West) Bombay - 400 058: or: Directorate General ot Shipping, 
Jahaz Bhawan, Walchand Hirachand Marg, Ballard Estate, ( 
Bombay - 400 038. with a crossed IPO of Rs 25 payable to ; 
Director General of Shipping at GPO, Bombay Also enclose a ] 
$.a.s.e. size 30 X 12 cm with stamps of Rs 12. 

Management 

1. Common MBA Admission Test (MBAT); To be conducted on j 
January 14, 1996. Eligibility: Graduate in eny discipline Apply i 
with DD for Rs 100 to: ATS, 407 Vishal Tower, District Centre 1 
Janakpuri, New Delhi - 110 058. 

2. PG Optoma in Business Management (2 year full time or 3 year j 
part time): Written Test: February 25, 1996. Last dale- January 31, 1 


1996. Apply to: Registrar, International Institute ol Management & 
Technolgy, 17 Mall Road. Meerut Cantt with DD of Rs 300. Forms 
also available at. Mastermind, 1029 (FF) Sector 46 B, Chandigarh. 

3. PG Diploma in Business Management (2 year full time or 3 year 
part time): Written Test: March 3, 1996. Last date: January 18, 
1996. Apply to: Apeejay School of Marketing, 54 Tughlaqabad 
Institutional Area. Mehrauli Badarpur Road, New Delhi—110 062 
with a DD of Rs 350. 

4. MBA (2 year, full time) Written test: February 25, 1996. Last 
date: January 27, 1996. Eligibility. Graduate with minimum 50 
per cent marks. Apply to Director Faculty of Management Sci¬ 
ences, M L Sukhadia University, Udaipur with a DD of Rs 175. 

5. MBA and Master of Tourism Management (MTA): Written Test: 
February 25, 1996. Last date: January 18, 1996. Apply to: The 
Dean, School ol Managemenl. Pondicherry University, 
Pondicherry - 605 014 with a DD of Rs 250 in favour of The 
Finance Officer Pondicherry University and a s.a.s.e. with stamps 
of Rs 10. 

6 MBA: Written test' March 10, 1996. Last date. February 29, 
1996. Eligibility: Bachelor’s or Master's degree. Apply to: The 
Admissions Coordinator, Department of Management Studies, 
Regional Engineering College, Tiruchirappali - 620 015 with a 
DD of Rs 300 drawn in favour of Principal, REC. 

Social Sciences 

MA in Social Work and in Personnel Management & Industrial 
Relations' Last date. February 29 tor Social Work, January 31 for 
PM&IR. Apply to: Assistant Registrar (Academic), Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Posl Box No. 8313, Sion Trombay Road, Deonar, 
Bombay - 400 088 with a DD for Rs 150 payable to TISS, Bombay 
and a s.a.s e. with stamps of Rs 6 

Communications 

Regular and distance learning programs in Journalism, PR, 
Advertising & Marketing: Eligibility: Graduation. Apply to: Direc¬ 
tor, School of Communication & Management Studies, S 
Kalamassery, Cochin—682 033. 

Hospitality 

Diploma in Hospitality Management, Catering and Tourism: Writ¬ 
ten Test on May 19, 19% by AIMA. Last date: April 15, 1996. Eligi¬ 
bility; 10+2 for 3 year program and graduation for 2 year program. 
Apply to: Graduate School of Business, Opposite ALT Centre, Raj 
Nagar Post Box No 5, Ghaziabad - 201 001 with a DD of Rs 300. 

Fashion Technology 

Diplomas in Fashion Design, Textile Design and Apparel 
Merchandising: (Full time and part time): Courses Commencing 
Jan ’96 and Aug 96. Eligibility . 10 + 2 for dipioma and graduation 
tor post-graduate courses. Last date : January 31. Apply to : Inter¬ 
national Institute of Fashion Tecnriology, H-12 South Extension 
Part I. New Delhi—110 049 with a DD'for Rs 75 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1 abattoir (a) marriage bureau ( b ) orphanage (i) dance- 
dub (d) slaughter house 

2 blight (v): (a) prosper (b) ignore (c) wither (d) learn 

3 chary («) careless (b) obedient (c) caubnus (d) arrogant 

4 desultory: (a) descriptive (b) narrative (c) explosive 
(d) aimless 

5 eerie: (a) ghostly (b) emohonal (c) scholarly (d) empty 

6 fogey/fogy: (a) conservative (b) courageous (c) timid 
(d) depressed 

7 gumption, (a) initiative (b) failure (c) audience (if)'inspira¬ 
tion 

8 hogwash (a) non-sense (b) delight (c) non-issue (if) promo¬ 
tion 

9 incense: (a) glorify (b) make angry (c) flatter (if) under 

stand 

10 junkie* (a) prisoner (b) speech-writer (<) freedom 
fighter (if) drug addict 

11 knotty, (a) successful (b) difficult (i) passive (if) hollow 

12 lachrymose (a) cheerful (b) tearful (c) diffeiont (if) similar 

13 muddle (a) demote (b) contuse (c) contum (d) constmet 

14 opulence: (a) poverty (b) submission (c) abundance (if) prepa¬ 
ration 

15 putsch (a) armed conflict (b) heated discussion (i) polibcal 
levolubon (d) abusive language 

16 randy (a) modest (b) talkative (i) secretive (if) lusttul 

17 salacity: (a) cooperation (b) conflict (c) carnage (if) indecency 

18 tittle-tattle (a) sill) talk (b) serious discussion (t) back-biting 
(d) suggeshon 

19 vivacious (a) tired (b) lively (t) proud (if) moderate 

20 watershed: (a) get-together (b) morrung assembly (<) turning 
point (if) tragic end 

ANSWERS 

1 abattoir: (if) slaughter-house 

—The (. ourt has ordiicd flu* uvic authorities to shift tin abat¬ 
toir outside the walled city 

2 blight (v): (i) wither, mai 

—The bright career of my friend was bhflihd by an accident or 
ill-health 

3 chaiy.(i) cautious 

—•Polibcal parties arc Jiaiy of acceptmg donations horn the 
corporate sector over the tabic 

4 desultory: (if) aimless, erratic 

—In a highly compebbve world of today, working in a desul¬ 
tory manner for success is sure to result in disappointment 

5 eerie: (n) ghostly, uneaithly, mysterious 

—After the blast, an erne silence descended over the town 


6 fogey/fogy: (a) conseivative, not progressive 

—1 invited my friend to come to the disco and stop being 
an old fogy (fogey) 

7 grumption: (a) initiative common sense 

—He is a nice enough lad, but he doesn't seem to have 
much gumption 

8 hogwash (n) non-sense 

—It is nothing hut lio^uhli to fear that liberal import of 
consumer goods would harm Indian industries 

9 incense: (b) make angi v 

—Any talk oi suggestion to dost down the sick public sec¬ 
tor units is bound to muw the attected persons 

10 junkie: (d) drug addu t 

—The war against drug addiction would not succeed cm 
less the ntnkub aie properly rehabilitated and respected by the 
society 

11 knotty, (b) difln ult, puzzling 

—How to break the unholy nexus between dime and poll 
tics has become a knotty problem foi th< Indian polity 

12 lachrymose tb)teailul moumlul 

—Studies ha\e established that such pcisons as have huh 
ryiwisr disposition, are a misfit in social groups 

13 muddle, (b)contuse 

—I muddled (up) the dates and arm ed thie e day s late ui the 
family function 

14 opulence* (c) abundance wealth 

—Conspicuous consumerism is the result of opulent ( both in 
developed and developing socic bes 

15 putsch: (t) political revolution 

—The chances of a pwfscft taking place suddenly are much 
higher in the stiife-torn African States 

16 randy (if) lustful 

—When hen grand father was \ oung he was known to be 
randy and was an expert m wilting lnu letters 

17 salacity, (d) indecency obscenity 

—Some advertise!s ire resorting to stilnuly in advoitise 
ments in ordei to reach out the young and the naive 

18 tittle-tattle: (a) silly talk, petty gossip 

—In order to push up their cu culation, some vernacular 
or local news-papers make a libeiai use of tilth tattle in their 
columns 

19 vivacious: (b) la ’y, gay, spirited 

—After hearing the speeches made in her honour, the grace¬ 
ful lady gave a vivacious laugh 

20 watershed (c) turning point 

—Emergency and its excesses proved a watershed in the 
political history of India 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies 

Q. 1. Write a short note on the rise and growth of the left 
wing within the Congress during the national movement. 

Ans. The Russian Revolution in the year 1917 aroused the 
interest of intellectuals and politicians in India in the doctrines of 
communism and socialism. Even within Indian National Con¬ 
gress, several forward looking leaders' v iews got biased in favour 
of socialism. With the formation of USSR these doctrines, in fact, 
caught the fancy of right thinking people almost all over the 
world. The idea of the ownership of natural and economic re¬ 
sources by the community as a whole appealed to most of the 
educated persons, particularly the younger generation. At this 
point of time, Gandhiji had just come at the holm of affairs and 
had his own ideology tor attaining the freedom of the country As 
Gandhiji had not got himself fully entrenched in the Congress, 
several radical nationalists were not satisfied with the ways and 
means adopted by Gandhiji to persuade the Britishers. Cancella¬ 
tion and virtual failure oi non-cooperation movement convinced 
the dissidents about the fruitlessness of Gandhi's ideas for giving 
momentum to the Nationalist movement There was a group or 
Congressmen who formed Svvarai Party, but several others did 
not even agree with the Swarajists The principles of economic 
equality, power to the peasants and workers and upliftment of 
the downtrodden were too attractive to the Younger of Congress¬ 
men to dissuade them from getting attracted to socialism. Many 
young "radicals" were convinced in their mind that the indepen¬ 
dent India should ideally be a socialist State. 

A good number of socialists remained within and worked 
from within the Congress. Leftist tendencies among several promi¬ 
nent Congressmen were so strong that they openly disagreed 
with the ideology of the party on several issues. This class of 
socialists was not typically radical communists and hardly be¬ 
lieved in the dasswar. But these leaders certainly developed strong 
sympathy towards the poorer section ot the society and strongly 
wished to remove their sufferings. Pt Javvaharlal Nehru and Nctaji j 
Subhash Chandra Bose were the two most prominant "socialist' 
Congressmen. The very fact that Pt Jawaharlal Nehru was elected 
President of the Congress during 1936 and 1937 and Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from 1938 to 1939 reflects the complete 
dominance of the Congress by the socialist ideology during these 
years. However, after this period socialists in Congress suffered 
a setback when Subhash Chandra Bose left the party end 
Jawaharlal Nehru also decided to maintain low profile. One of 
the most important achievement of socialist Congressmen was 
that the Congress declared to strive for socialistic pattern cf so¬ 
ciety as its goal after independence. Moreover, the leftist tenden- 


Scene 

I cies in the Congress ideology continued to dominate its policies 
; for decades even after the independence. The decision of the 
: Government to have Five Year Plans even after independence on 
i the pattern of erstwhile USSR and to have a pattern of mixed 
i economy with a dominant Public Sector, reflects the clear leftist 
i influence in Congress ideology even alter independence. The 
: influence did not breath its last with the demise ot Jawaharlal 1 
1 Nehru but continued lo dominate the socio-economic policies of 
! the Government even during the time of Mrs Indira Gandhi who 
was instrumental in hank nationalisation, launching of Integrated 
: Rural Development Programme, workers' participation in man¬ 
agement and adding the word “Socialist" in the meamble of 
i Indian Constitution The leftist impact was so deep-rooted that 
; even today, despite the process of reforms being experienced. 
Congress ideology is considered to be "left of the Centre" ideol¬ 
ogy. 

Q. 2. Indian Constitution is federal in nature but has also 
i been called “quasi-federal". Critically analyse the federal sys¬ 
tem envisaged in the Indian Constitution. 

Ans. Indian Constitution has several features which makes 
it federal. Distribution of powers among the Union and the States 
and provision of a House of States (Rajya Sabha) are some of the 
features which make Indian Constitution a federal Constitution. 
With' a view to avoid demerits of the federal system, Indian 
Constitution has several distinct features. These include lack of 
division ot public services and the control of the Union Govern¬ 
ment over the provincial governments, more powers to the Union 
Government and keeping the residual powers with the Centre. 

It is because of these provisions that perhaps Prof Wheare 
has called Indian Constitution to be a quasi-federal Constitution 
which, as per him is a unitary state with subsidiary federal fea¬ 
tures. Among the diverse views on this subject it is pertinent to 
mention that Indian federal system is a distinct deviation from 
tlx? American “pure'' federation. But considering the constitu¬ 
tional amendements and practice of government during the past 
about five decades, it appears that the unitary aspects of the 
Constitution have been strengthened and the federal characters 
have withered awa\ By keeping almost entire kitty of develop¬ 
mental funds through a non-constitutional body known as Plan¬ 
ning Commission, the Union Government has subjected the 
provincial governments to secondary position. This has prompted 
several scholars like Granville Austine to dub Indian system as 
a "Cooperative federalism" which produces a strong central gov¬ 
ernment without necessarily resulting in weak provincial gov¬ 
ernments, which have turned out to be administrative agencies 
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fpr implementing the Central policies. 

Yet another view is that Indian political system has emerged 
as a compromise 4 between two conflicting considerations. First 
being a normal separation of powers under which the States 
enjoy complete autonomy within their areas ot employment, while 
the other being the need for national mtegration, which in turn 
needs a strong Union government. Same views have been ex¬ 
pressed by the Supreme Court of India while disposing of a case 
titled as Automobile Transport Vs State of Rajasthan and in 
Keshwananda Vs Union of India, where some of the judges con¬ 
sidered federalism to be one of the basic features of Indian Con¬ 
stitution. It has been recognised by the Supreme Court that while 
maintaining a delicate balance among the above mentioned two 
conflicting considerations, there must be a power ol intervention 
by the Union Government in a situation of crisis to deal with the 
peculiar problems that may arise before the Government. 

There is no denying the tact that Indian Constitution Is fed¬ 
eral in nature but the dominance of the Centre also cannot be 
ignored One of the most outstanding feature of Indian Consti¬ 
tution is lliat even despite political differences among the Union 
and provincial governments, the system has been able to survive 
over four and a halt decades. Despite these glaring differences in 
the political character of the Government, the system is pulling 
on smoothly. Another factor which goes in favour of federalism 
in India is that more and more territories have demanded and 
granted Statehood The demand for Statehood from Chhota 
Nagpur area, Uttrakhand area and several other territories au¬ 
gurs well for Indian federal system. Yet another factor which 
goes in favour of Indian federalism is the growing demand by 
several provincial governments to be given more and more fi¬ 
nancial power. Not only financial powers are sought by the States, 
several State governments arc v ying for more constitutional pow¬ 
ers as well. 

To conclude, Indian politic dl system is neither purely a fed¬ 
eration nor strictly a unitary system. It introduces a system which 
usually functions as a federation but contains several provisions 
which convert it into a quasi-federal or unitary system at the 
time of emergencies 

Q. 3. Describe in details the Special Area Development 
Programmes. Also describe how the Government proposes to en¬ 
courage these programmes during the Eighth Five Year Plan. 

Ans. The Government of India has four special area devel¬ 
opment plans vi z Hill Areas Development Plan, North Eastern 
Council, Border Area Development Programme and Desert De¬ 
velopment Programme The details of these programmes is as 
under: 

(n) Hill Area Development Programme: Hill areas, as it has 
been recognized by the Government, need special attention as 
lack of material make these areas difficult to live. With a view to 
ensure that the fruits of economic development also reach these 
areas, particularly in the Himalayan region and the north eastern 
States, the Government of India has introduced a programme 


called Hill Area Development Programme. These areas face cer¬ 
tain peculiar but serious problems like ecological degradation, 
shortage of drinking the irrigation water supply, social erosion, 
lack of employment opportunities and utter lack of 
industrialisation. There are two types of hill areas, firstly the 
areas which are co-extensive with the boundaries of the State 
concerned like Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Meghalaya, Nagaland etc. Secondly, there are 
"Designated Hill Areas" like the Hills of Uttar Pradesh, Nilgiris 
of Tamil Nadu, major part of Darjeeling District of West Bengal 
and two hill districts of Assam. The basic objective of Hill Area 
Development Programme is the socio-economic development of 
the hilly regions and to ensure that the people in these areas live 
in complete harmony with the nature and ecology. Special em¬ 
phasis are placed on stopping the degradation of hills, efforts to 
contain population growth, strengthening of afforestation 
programmes, up-gradation of agricultural skills and methods, 
up-gradation of technologies, developing marketing intrastruc¬ 
ture etc. During the Eighth Five Year Plan, an outlay of Rs 1450 
crore has been kept for implementing this programme. 

( h) North Eastern Council: North Eastern Council (NEC) was 
set up in the year 1972 under North Eastern Council Act 1971 
with its secretariat at Shillong (Meghalaya). It is an advisory 
body and discusses matters of common interest of two or more 
States and to advise the Central government and the concerned 
State governments in such matters. The council also has several 
projects in hand. These projects are mainly of mutual interests to 
the member States. The funds are provided by the Government 
of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, which has been designed as 
the nodal agency for this purpose As against the Seventh Plan 
outlay of Rs 675 crore, the Eighth Plan envisages Rs 1100 crore for 
the NEC. 

(c) Border Area Development Programme: Anew programme 
for the development of border area development was initiated 
during the Seventh Plan. This programme is funded entirely by 
the Central Government. The objective of this programme is the 
balanced development of sensitive border areas in the Western 
regions falling in the States of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Punjab. 
Main thrust of the programme is on education, irrigation and 
research studies. The outlay under this programme during the 
Eighth Plan is Rs 640 crore 

(d) Desert Development Programme: This programme was 
initiated in 1977-78 on the recommendations of National Com¬ 
mission on agriculture. It covers both, the hot deserts of Rajasthan, 
Gujarat and Haryana as well as cold deserts of Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir and Himachal Pradesh. It is operative in 131 blocks of 21 
districts in 5 States covering a total population of over 15 million. 
It aims at controlling the process of desertification, mitigating 
the effect of drought, raising productivity of land and maintain¬ 
ing the ecological balance. The allocation under the programme 
is © Rs 24 lakh per 1000 sq kms with the limit of Rs 500 lakhs per 
district. 
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BANK P.OJRBVNABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Population and Economic Growth 

Q. Discuss the relationship between 
population growth and economic growth 
and suggest some measures the govern¬ 
ment can take to curb the former. 

Ans. More and more people feel now | 
that economic reforms should give con- ‘ 
siderable attention to population too. The ! 
relationship between economic growth ! 
and population has been much talked ; 
about. This is, in fact, a circular relation- j 
ship. 

Increasing population hampers eco- i 
nomic growth. Some very basic results j 
of unprecedented population increase j 
are mfact related to the social infrastruc- i 
ture and essential needs of people. Rapid 
I population growth makes it difficult for 
governments to provide required levels 
of health, water and sanitation services ; 
and makes it difficult to attain good i 
health outcomes. Education is also af- j 
fected. The quality of education pro- j 
vided by the government remains poor j 
especially in rural India. While lower J 
populaion growth would make it easy ' 
for the government to provide better j 
education, education in turn would fur- j 
ther help curb population growth. ! 

Income inequality also rises with j 
higher rates of population growth. High j 
population density leads to large declines i 
in real incomes of landless labourers while 
large landowners experience sharp in¬ 
creases in the rents paid to them. ’ 

l 

Population growth also results into a i 
greater demand for energy for household 
use. Since income levels are low, energy 
consumed is mainly non-conventional. 
Employment pressures lead to changing i 
land use patterns such as diversion of fal- i 
low forest land to permanent clearing for ! 


cultivation, burning of forest land and 
grass land, creation of wet lands and in¬ 
creased carbon emissions in the air. De¬ 
crease in population pressures would 
equip the government with greater re¬ 
sources to tackle this problem. 

Thus, we can find enough evidence 
that rapid population growth goes with 
low standards of well being and slower 
growth of per capita incomes. 

The other side is the effect that the 
extent ol economic growth can have on 
population growth. Slow economic 
growth and poverty also cause rapid 
population growth. Poor quality of health 
services, poor nutrition, lack of immuni¬ 
zation-all these combine to result in low 
life expectancy and high infant mortality. 
Poor quality education prevents people 
to get out of the cycle of poverty. An analy¬ 
sis ot the experience of China and South 
East Asian countries has shown that they 
had well planned, well thought of paths 
of economic development. Besides that, 
they also paid attention to education and 
health services—particularly that ot 
women. Indian States of Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu also experienced that. 

It is now increasingly felt that our 
economic freedom should extend itself to 
the population policy. There are a number 
of implications for Government policy. 
While people have to be discouraged to 
produce more children, there also have to 
be efforts to improve piospects tor eco¬ 
nomic growth There is a need for invest¬ 
ment in human development for (i) 
improving child nutrition and health { ii ) 
reducing infant mortality (iii) increasing 
schooling, especially for girls ( iv) increas¬ 
ing adult (especially adult female) literacy 
(v) improving maternal health and nutri¬ 
tion with special attention to girl children. 


For this, the government must invest in 
school and health care facilities, more ef¬ 
fective preventive health programmes, 
cheap food availability to all sections of 
the community especially children, social 
security tor the old. 

Some analysts have extended the con¬ 
cept of liberalization or "opening up" to 
population policy requirements also. An 
isolated, inward looking economy hinders 
competition and leads to inefficiency. This 
inefficiency tends to creep into social sec¬ 
tors also. Thus population policy must be 
now made up of a complex set of inter¬ 
related policies of which economic poli¬ 
cies are a major component. The Govern¬ 
ment needs to invest in building human 
capital and provide opportunities for im¬ 
provement to all. Inequalities in educa- 
j tional opportunity must be reduced. This 
j would bring in reduction in income in¬ 
equalities also. Industry and trade are 
benefitting from a free, "enabling environ¬ 
ment". Now this concept should be ex- 
j tended to human development also. 

i 

i 

j Power Policy 

j Q. "A comprehensive power policy is 
! the need of the day." Comment. 

! Ans. The demand for power has been 

j rising steadily since independence because 
; of easy availability and relatively low 
| prices. However, adequate supply is lack¬ 
ing and this has become a matter of grave 
concern for the country. Although the 
public sector had always dominated the 
power generation scene, the government 
has now felt the need to invite the private 
sector to invest on new power generation 
projects. The eighth plan anticipated an 
8.21% p.a. growth of demand, assuming a 
GDP growth of 5.6% p.a. Other estiamtes 
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:alculated power shortage to be 4.2% in well-structured policy. Some of the major regulation that started in 1991 resulted in 

$95-96 and 18.4% by 1996-97. obstacles in attracting private investment changes in the trade scenario. Especially 

Another problem relates to the fi- have been the lack of access to the final significant was the relief brought by trends 

nancial constraints. Of the total outlay market, the poor performance of the State in exports and imports, 1993-94 onwards, 

of Rs 79,589 crores Rs 31,181 crores was Electricity Boards (SEBs), their poor record The trade deficit shrunk. Exports grew at 

outlayed for the Central sector of which for meeting payment obligations and the over 20 per cent in the first half of the 

only Rs 8902 crores would receive budget non-availability of SEBs or the State Gov- fiscal year and later at 17 per cent—a fig- 

support. The rest is supposed tocome from ernments’ credit rating in International ure that was double the historical growth 

internal and extra-budgetary resources, financial market. of 8 per cent. Imports in 1993-94 grew at a 

Ihe actual plan expenditure in the power In this context, a study sponsored by lower rate than 1992-93. Notable was the 
sector during the first three years of the the World Bank a few years ago criticised fact that exports to the South East Asian 

eighth plan has already been short of the India's strategy for power development as countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, Hong 

target by Rs 5500 crores. The impact of ■ one that is "economically inefficient and Kong, South Korea, Singapore, Thailand, 

this would obviously be felt on power probably not sustainable financially". Taiwan) showed improvements. During 

generation. Already, the demand supply Thus, a refocussing was thought neces- 1994-95 some more export benefits were 

gap in setting up incremental power ca- ; sary. It is important for the State Electric- also introduced c.g. rupee convertibility 

parity is very high. It is expected that the ity Boards and the State Governments to extended from the trade account to the 

power shortage is expected to be higher solve the issues of credit worthiness; pric- current account and retention of 25 per 

unless the private sector (including for- ing and regulaion. cent of earnings by exporters, as against 

eign investment) comes into the picture. Hence it is clear that given the wide the earlier 15 per cent. Exports grew by a 

Thus it was that in the context of j gap between the demand and supply of further of 17 per cent during the first ten 

paucity of resources with the Central and i power and the various problems faced by months of 1994-95. Foreign exchange re¬ 
state Public Sector Undertakings and State the Central and State governments in pro- serves have also shown tremendous in- 

Electricity Boards, a policy for encourag- viding for the gap, it is important to have creases over the past three-four years. The 

ing greater investments by private enter- I a well-formulated, well-structured power I figure touched $ 13 billion by the end of 
prises in the private sector was formulated policy in the country. ! 1993-94. InApril-December 1994, the forex 

in 1991. The Government also dereserved i reserves showed an increase of $ 4.5 bil- 

power generation. Besides, the tariff noti- External Sector lion. By February 1995 the figure stood at 

fications were also amended thrice thus $ 19.6 billion and finally in April 1995, it 

giving additional incentives to investors. Q- The external sector is said to have had touched $ 25 billion. Exports were at 

There has also been a hike in incentives shown major signs of improvement under $ 20.87 billion while imports $ 22.71 bil- 

for hydro-electric projects. Some package the reform process. Give arguments Tor Hon during April '94-January 1995. 
of measures were also worked out for reno- and Against the view. It is in this context that the external 

vation, modernisation and uprating of old Ans. It has been claimed that the re- sector is said to have been favourably af- 

power plants. The response to such initia- forms have been most successful in respect fected by the reform process, 

tives was found to be encouraging. Till of the foreign sector. The following arguments Arguments Against 

the time of the Annual Report of 1994-95, examine the contention. The much claimed increase in high 

137 offers had been received for setting up Arguments For foreign exchange reserves doesn't reflect 

power plants for a total capacity of 59,866 The claims relate to the successful Indian earnings due to any surplus of our 
MW involving an investment of approxi- handling of the balance of payments cri- exports over imports. In fact, it is more an 

mately Rs 2,20,312 crores. Also, the five sis that the country was faced with in June indication of what has been raised through 

existing domestic private power compa- 1991, the corrections brought about in loans and also, the incomings in the form 

rues also formualted plans to execute foreign trade imbalances and the improve- of foreign investments. That is, the appar- 

projects for a total new capacity addition ment brought about in foreign exchange ent increase is merely temporary. Although 

of 1342 MW during the eighth plan pe- reserves (increase from $ 1 billion in 1991 we can use these resources to finance our 

riod. However, this issue has met with a to over $ 25 billion in April 1995). foreign transactions c.g. paying for im- 

lot of criticism and faced a number of The Indian economy has witnessed ports repayment of loans etc, whatever 
handicaps. One such example is the Enron various reforms during the past four years, has been borrowed would have to be re- 

:ontroversy. the impact of which have been felt mainly turned and whatever has come in as de- 

The most important obstacle to pri- on the volume of exports and the accu- posits or even as investments can be taken 

vate and foreign investment in India's mulation of foreign exchange reserves. A away. 

power sector is said to be the lack of a j process of decontrol, delicensing and de- The Economic Survey 1994-95 gave . 

T. 
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an account of the $ 9 billion (roughly) 
worth of foreign exchange that became 
available in 1993-94. This comprises $ 1.7 
billion external assistance, $ 0.8 billion 
commercial borrowing, $ 0.2 billion from 
the IMF, $ 0.9 billion NR1 deposits, $ 4.1 
billion foreign investments and "other 
flows" such as delayed export receipts. 
How ever, this form of building up reserves 
has its own problems. Most ot these 
amounts have to be repaid some time. The 
bulk of foreign capital that has come in 
has been porttolio investment and this 
is basically "floating capital"—always 
in search of profits. Thus, having this as 
a major component introduces both 
\ olatility and risk in the economy. Also, 
movement of funds into and out of the 
country affects the value ol its own cur¬ 
rency The Indian rupee has shown im¬ 
mense volatility and this affects other 
sectors also. 

The increase in exports has been 
largely affected by changes in the world 


trade patterns (although effect of reform 
measures can't be fully denied). More¬ 
over, a mere increase doesn't mean 
much. The composition of exports still 
remains more or less the same. The major 
areas are readymade garments, other 
textiles and handicrafts i.e traditional 
items still dominate and there has 
been onl\ a marginal increase in 
goods trom the engineering and 
chemical industries. 

Import intensity is also expected to 
increase because of reduction in foe im¬ 
port duty on capital goods. In that case, 
inspite of an increase in exports, the im¬ 
port increase could widen foe gap between 
the two. 

Foreign debt remains a matter of 
concern. India got into heavy indebted¬ 
ness during the liberalisation process of 
the 1980s especially during foe New Eco¬ 
nomic Policy under Rajiv Gandhi's 
prime ministership. The total external 
indebtedness of the economy has been 


going up—though, in ail fairness it must 
be said that as a percentage of GDP it 
has come down. 

: India’s external debt at foe end of 

J March 1995 stood at $ 99.04 billion— 
j showing an increase of $ 6.34 billion in 
: one year. A report released by the finance 
i ministry said that we are not in a dan¬ 
ger of falling into a debt trap. However, 
India's debt service ratio is high by in- 
j ternational standards and there is an 
i urgent need for increase in exports. 

! It is the general opinion that while 
’ external sector reforms have improved, 
j they still rema in vulnerable. Anticipated 
j problems are the future rise in oil im- 
i ports after 1998 and the repayment of 
I about $ 24 billion during tire next four 
i years. Another matter of grave concern 
j is that the NRI foreign currency accounts 
i and the high level of portfolio invest- 
j ments can be withdrawn without much 
j difficulty thus bringing in a lot of vul- 
! nerability in the economy. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

BSRB (Baroda) P.O.s. Exam, 23rd April, 1995 


Q. 1-6. Read the following pas¬ 
sage carefully and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are printed in bold to 
help you to locate them while an¬ 
swering some of the questions. 

The United States constitutes the 
only superpower in the sense that its 
reach and ambition is global both 
militarily and economically. On 
every issue of any importance that 
confronts Indian foreign policy mak¬ 
ing, U.S. interests and capabilities are 
vital, and it is this ubiquitousness 
that makes it different from any other 
powerful state. Some argue that this 
is temporary: that the U.S. is in de¬ 
cline; that the Russians will be back; 
that the Germans, Japanese, or Euro¬ 
peans are coming; that China is not 
far away. In short, we occupy a pe¬ 
riod of transition from a bipolar to a 
multipolar world, a period that may 
constitute a unipolar moment but 
that will pass. 

No one who holds this view can 
tell us how long the transition will be, 
when the unipolar moment will pass. 

1 shall not essay a prediction either, 
but if it is a transition it remains true 
that it is a transition marked by 
unipolarity—whether that means, to 
use Varun Sahni's terms, a unipolar¬ 
ity of outright 'hegemony', simple 
'primacy', or mere 'dominance'. My 
judgement is that the U.S. is some¬ 
where between primacy and domi¬ 
nance, depending on the issue. The 
question is: how do we deal with he¬ 
gemony, primacy or dominance? 

In dealing with a big power, a 
smaller power must choose from the 
following basic orientations : balanc¬ 
ing, bandwagoning, and hiding. In a 
unipolar world, the general trend of 
foreign policy will be to bandwagon. 
Middle powers will need to band¬ 
wagon less than small powers and on 
particular issues may be able to bal¬ 
ance or hide. India as a middle power 
is In no position overall to balance the 

i 
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U.S.: who will serve as a ballast? Nor 
can India substantially hide. Hiding 
implies one of two things : exiting on 
retreating from the world, in the way 
that Burma attempted; or lying low. 
Who will allow India to veil itself 
from an ever more intrusive global 
gaze; and, if it were possible in some 
areas to do'so, would it not be disas¬ 
trous in others? 

1. Why is the view taken by 
U.S. vital in deciding important is¬ 
sues of foreign policy of India? 

(1) It is hegemonistic and con¬ 
fronts India on every issue 

(2) It has global reach and inter¬ 
ests 

(3) India is in the phase of transi¬ 
tion 

(4) it expects others to follow 
bandwagoning approach 

(5) Not given in the passage 

2. '_but that will 

pass'. Means 

(1) it will qualify 

(2) it will reach that standard 

(3) shortly this phase will be 
over 

(4) this phase will come back 

(5) that determination is lost 

3. The world is heading to¬ 
wards which of the following op¬ 
tions? 

(1) Towards Unipolar via mul¬ 
tipolar movement 

(2) Towards bipolar from mul¬ 
tipolar movement 

(3) From multipolar to unipolar 
via bipolar movement 

(4) From bipolar to multipolar 
via unipolar movement 

(5) From multipolar to bipolar 
via unipolar movement 

4. What is the author's view 
about 'hiding' in the context of India? 

(1) It is neither desirable nor 
possible for India to hide 

(2) India as middle power can 
hide successfully 

(3) India should follow Burma's 


policy in this regard 

(4) It is desirable and India 
should do it 

(5) India can counter U.S. by re¬ 
sorting to hiding. 

5. According to the passage 
which of the following countries will 
certainly replace U.S. and become the 
superpower? 

(1) Germany (2) Japan 

(3) China (4) Russia 

(5) Not mentioned in the pas¬ 
sage 

6. What seems to be the purpose 
of the author in writing this passage? 

(1) To evolve suitable policy for 
U.S. 

(2) To defend the U.S. policy 

(3) To criticise role of India in 
world affairs 

(4) To point out defects in India's 
foreign policy 

(5) None of these 

7. According to the author, In¬ 
dia_ 

(1) should bandwagon less and 
balance more 

(2) can neither balance super¬ 
power nor can hide from the 
world 

(3) should adopt a policy of pri¬ 
macy and dominance de¬ 
pending on the issue 

(4) can lead the transition from 
unipolar to bipolar position 

i (5) should become a super¬ 
power 

8. The smaller powers 

(1) are always in a position to 
choose 

(2) can only balance big powers 

(3) must serve as a ballast 

(4) need to fall in line with U.S. 
than middle powers 

(5) should allow U.S. to decide 
their foreign policy 

9. Why is U.S. considered as 
superpower? 

(1) It serves as a ballast for all 
nations 



(2) It is in a phase of continuous 
transition 

(3) It has all pervading might 
and necessary will 

(4) It is strong militarily though 
not economically 

(5) Not mentioned in the pas¬ 
sage 

10. Why is India not in a position 
to balance U.S.? 

(1) It lacks basic orientation 

(2) It is a middle power country 

(3) It has veiled itself from others 

(4) It will lead to disastrous con¬ 
sequences 

(5) It is in a phase of transition 

11. According to the author, U.S. 
is holding which of the following po¬ 
sitions? 

(1) Not mentioned in the pas- 
sage 

(2) Somewhere between pri¬ 
macy and dominance 

(3) Somwhere between primacy 
and hegemony 

(4) Somewhere between domi¬ 
nance and hegemony 

(5) Outright hegemony 

Q. 12-15. Choose the word 
which is mast nearly the SAME in 
meaning as the word given in capi¬ 
tals as used in the passage. 

12. UBIQUITOUSNESS 


(1) intervention 

(2) fear 

(3) approach 


(4) omnipresence 

(5) feeling 

13. USE 


(1) exhaust 

(2) spend 

(3) quote 

(4) work 

(5) consume 


14. INTRUSIVE 


(1) obstructive 

(2) enlarged 

(3) sharp 

(4) alert 

(5) curious 


15. CONSTITUTE 


(1) appoint 

(2) decide 

(3) settle 

(4) abandon 


(5) comprise 

Q. 16-25. In the following pas¬ 
sage there are blanks, each of which 
has been numbered. These numbers 
are printed below the passage and 
against each, five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits the blank 
appropriately. Find out the appro¬ 
priate words. 

The year 1973 (661 a watershed in 


the economic (67) of young male high 
school graduates in the United States. 
In the twenty-four years (68) to this 
date, the median income of 25 to 34 
year old males (69) highest level of 
educational attainment was a high 
school diploma (70) from $14,483 to 
$24,482 (in constant 1987 dollars). 
This increase was the (71) of the rapid 
growth of the U.S. economy (72) this 
period. As the expression goes, the 
rapidly growing economy was like a 
rising tide that (731 ail boats. This 
rapid (74) in income permitted sev¬ 
eral generations of young high- 
school-educated men to enjoy a 
higher standard of living (75) their 
fathers had. 

16. (1) arranged (2) began 

(3) marked 

(4) substituted (5) took 

17. (1) thinking 

(2) prospects 

(3) history 

(4) preparation 

(5) outcome 

18. (1) subsequent 

(2) as (3) hence 

(4) prior (5) ahead 

19. (1) since 

(2) when (3) where 

(4) though (5) whose 

20. (1) increased 

(2) demanded 

(3) continued 

(4) reduced 

(5) started 

21. (1) result (2) reason 

(3) demand 

(4) strength 

(5) expectation 

22. (1) outside (2) between 

(3) during (4) from 

(5) after 

23. (1) boasted (2) sunk 

(3) threatened (4) cracked 

(5) lifted 

24. (1) outcome (2) increase 

(3) decrease 

(4) exchange 

(5) deterioration 

25. (1) when (2) to 

(3) from (4) than 


(5) before j 

Q. 26-30. Rearrange the follow¬ 
ing five sentences A, B, C, D, E in the 
proper sequence so as to form a 
meaningful paragraph; then answer : 
the questions given below them: 

(A) Indeed, the mutations that 
the family has undergone in 
this century have been more 
challenging than at any time 
of its evolution. 

(B) Thus, we have nuclear fami¬ 
lies, single parent families, j 
surrogate families and global 
families to name just a few. 

(C) How these changes have re¬ 
defined our world view is an 
interesting field of study in 
themselves. 

(D) What we often forget is that 
the family as it exists today 
has expanded its orthodox 
definition to include several 
variations. 

(E) Each of these have brought . 
their own attitudes and pri¬ 
orities. 

26. Which sentence should come 
FOURT11 in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

27. Which sentence should come 
LAST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B (c) C 

(4) D (5) E 

28. Which sentence should come 
FIRST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

29. Which sentence should come 
SECOND in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) 13 (5) E 

30. Which sentence should come 
THIRD in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

Q. 31-40. Read each sentence to 
find out whether there is any error 
in it The error, if any, will be in one 
part of the sentence. The number of 
that part is the answer. If there is no 
error, the answer is '5'. (Ignore the 
errors of punctuation, if any.) 

31. We have helped them not 
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tmly(l) with money but also(2) with 
new machinery(3) and raw mate¬ 
rial^). No error(5). 

32. We wanted to purchase(l) 
something but all the three stores(2) 
in that area(3) were closed on that 
day(4). No error(5). 

33. Of all the men(l) known to 
me none is(2) less inclined than lie 
is(3) to think ill to others(4). No er- 
for(5). • 

34. One out of every five peo- 
plefl) now speak English(2) to some 
level of competence(3) all over the 
globe(4). No error(5). 

35. I have had to work(l) at the 
fountain for almost(2) ten hours be¬ 
fore it could(3) start functioning 
well(4). No error(5). 

36. No sooner did the jeep(l) ar¬ 
rive at the station(2) than a young 
police o£ficer(3) jumped out of it(4). 
No error (5). \ 

37. Well, 1 spend six or seven 
years(l) after high school(2) trying to 
find a job for me(3) but could not 
succeed in it(4). No error(5). 

38. The teacher promised(l) that 
he will explain it(2) if they come (3) 
before school the following day(4). 
No error(5). 

39. The Hindi and the Marathi 
are(l) different forms of the Sanskrit 
language,(2) which were once spo- 
ken(3) in almost every part of In- 
dia(4). No error(5), 

40. The new facts he(l) has dis¬ 
covered and thenew(2) arguments he 
has advanced(3) has not changed my 
opinion(4). No error(5). 

41. Dinesh is as stupid as he is 

lazy, means_ 

(1) Dinesh is stupid because he 
is lazy. 

(2) Dinesh is lazy because he is 
stupid. 

(3) Dinesh is either stupid or 
lazy. 

(4) Dinesh is hardly stupid but 
he is lazy. 

(5) Dinesh is equally stupid and 
lazy. 

42. Unless you work harder you 

will fail, means_ 

(1) if you fail you will work 
hanier. 

(2) you must at least plan well 
' than you will not fail. 


(3) hardly you will fail if you do 
not desire so. 

(4) if you do not put more ef¬ 
forts, then you will fail. 

(5) it you only work and work 
alone, you will fail. 

43. Even it it rains 1 shall come, 

means_ 

(1) if 1 come it will not rain. 

(2) if it rains 1 shall not come. 

(3) I will certainly come whether 
it rains or not. 

(4) whenever there is rain 1 shall 
come. 

(5) I am less likely to come if it 
rains. 

44. Mahesh needn't have pur¬ 
chased the bag, means_ 

(1) it was not necessary for Ma¬ 
hesh to purchase the bag but 
he has purchased it. 

(2) it was necessary for Mahesh 
to purchase the bag and he 
has purchased it. 

(3) it was not necessary for Ma¬ 
hesh to purchase the bag and 
he has not purchased it. 

(4) it was necessary for Mahesh 
to purchase the bag but he 
has not purchased it. 

(5) Mahesh already has a bag 
but still he purchased an¬ 
other one. 

45. The Manager would like you 

to help Dhiraj, means_ 

(1) the Manager would like you 
if you help Dhiraj. 

(2) the Manager desires you to 
help Dhiraj. 

(3) the Manager likes you be¬ 
cause you help Dhiraj. 

(4) Dhiraj expects the Manager 
to tell you to help him. 

(5) it will be a help to the Man¬ 
ager if you like Dhiraj. 

Q. 46-50. Each question below 
has two blanks. There are five pairs 
of words below the sentence. Each 
pair is numbered. Choose the pair of 
words which can be filled up in the 
blanks in the sentence in the same 
order so as to complete the sentence 
meaningfully. 

46. If we do not take_care in 

our industry, we will have to_a 

grave problem. 

(1) adequate, catch 

(2) normal, experience 


(3) proper, face 

(4) preventive, solve 

(5) intensive, aggravate 

47. One must accept_there 

is_something new which we 

learn everyday. 

(1) since, frequently 

(2) so, always 

(3) now, sadden 

(4) trueiy, certainly 

(5) that, often 

48. I would like to_your at¬ 

tention to the second paragraph of 

my letter_to the terms of sale of 

the machinery. 

(1) withdraw, regarding 

(2) focus, connecting 

(3) react, mainly 

(4) draw, pertaining 

(5) invite, according 

49. Mahesh_a bit__he 

was not invited by his friend to at¬ 
tend the party. 

(1) expressed, than 

(2) grumbled, when 

(3) angered, since 

(4) surprised, about 

(5) took, before 

50. The construction of the hall 

has been_because of the__of 

cement in the market. 

(1) hampered, shortage 

(2) prevented, supply 

(3) neld, non-availability 

(4) completed, disappearance 

(5) denied, restrictions 

" ANSWERS 


1 . 

(2) 

2. (3) 

3. 

(4) 

4. (1) 

5. 

(5) 

6. (1) 

7. 

(2) 

8. (1) 

9. 

(3) 

10. (2) 

11. 

(2) 

12. (4) 

13. 

(3) 

14. (5) 

15. 

(3) 

16. (3) 

17. 

(2) 

18. (4) 

19. 

(5) 

20. (1) 

21. 

(1) 

22. (3) 

23. 

(3) 

24. (2) 

25. 

(4) 

26. E 

27. 

C 

28. D 

29. 

A 

30. B 




31. 

(5) No error 

32. 

(5) No error 


33. (4) 'to think ill of others’ 

34. (2) ‘now speaks English' 

35. (1) 'l had to work' 

36. (5) No error 

37. (1) ’Well, I spent six or seven years'. 

38. (4) 'to school the following day'. 

39. (1 and 3) 'Hindi and Marathi are'—l 

'which was once spoken'—3 

40. (4) 'have not changed my opinion' 

41. (5) 42. (4) 43. (3) 44. (1) 

45. (2) 46. (3) 47. (5) 48. (4) 

49. (2) 50. (1) 
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Recent Economic News 


India’s External Debt Haas to $ 00 bHBon , 

' tJ 

India's axtamal debt has tocrwfed by $ 6.34 btfflon totlw tetetoda! 

■■ —^ 


and is estimated tabs ! 8834 bttton at the end of Mentor 

figure* published byfoalintnce tntofetty Hi its sMto<#p»ftTid ; Ps', 

external debt. Indies toteeM skribt f» test becoming 4 

tftdUph scodOfHMs'tN^ not in 


as a psieentaBS « grow eFnawp pnoucL topm swisn? 

283 per cent to 198000 toepeakof 41.1 per Alr,19ft«L ByttoS A* 



'toSh 
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bom 

dwftoed to 36.9 to i99334and»s $43 to 1984*88.. TMr< 
pnd Malaysia bet is lower than figures tor Indonesia, 
severe! other countries. 

Ind ia ranks third amorig developing countries in terme of absolute j 
of debt The report points out that India’s external debt has 
terms from 10.5 per cent in 1990-91 to 2.9 per cent In 1993-94 and Mhef to 03 
per cent in 1984-95. But this excludes increase to debt dtte foexdtange red 
variation. A large part of the increase to ddbt measured in US dollars to 19849$ 
is a result of the dollar depredating against other major currencies of the worid. 
The report says that about 88 per cent of the increase In dctot Was due to ex¬ 
change rate fluctuations alone. Had the exchange rate of the dote remained 
steady, India’s debt would have been $ 784 bHIkmln 1994-95, 

According to the status report on the country's external debt, toms d toe 
important features are; 

■The share of concessional debt in total debt were up from 44.4 per cant ($ 41.1 • 
biNiort) at the end of March 1994 to 45.8 per cent {$ 443 Wta$ to toe end Of 
March 1998. * . 

■ The share of commercial borrowings to total debt declined to 131 per 09 to 
March 1995 over 18.3 per cent test year. But in absolute terms oohfunentoi 
borrowings increased from $ 680 million to $ 1239 biion. 

■ NR! and foreign currency deposits increased to $ 14.70 trillion to 198$ over 
$ 14.50 billion last year. 

■ The long term debt rose from $ 89.07 billion to 1994 to $ 94.78 bfKon to 1985. 
Much of this Increase is due to exchange rate variation. 

■ Debt service ratio as a percentage of current account receipts (earnings from 
export of goods) which peaked at 35.3 par cent to 1990-91 fsS to 28.6 per cent 
in 1994-95. 


SCANDALS 
The Telecom Bungle 

COMMUNICATIONS Minister Sukh 
Ram faced rough weather in Parlia¬ 
ment with the Opposition alleging irregu¬ 
larities for basic telecom services and han¬ 
kering for his resignation. He was charged 
with bending rules to favour a company 
in his home State, the Himachal Futuristic i 
Communications Ltd (HFCl), the com¬ 
pany which has stunned the industry with 
extraordinarily high bids for nine basic 
services circles. Hie belated introduction 
of a cap of three circles per firm allowed 
HFCL to choose the most lucrative circles 
without forfeiting the deposit in six other 
circles in which it was the highest bidder. 

Parliamentary proceedigs were stalled 
for almost the entire session with opposi¬ 
tion members demanding a Joint Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee (JPC) probe into the 
issue. But the government was in no mood 
to relent to the demand. 

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court di¬ 
rected the government not to award basic 
telecom services contracts for the five 
circles for which tenders have been 
finalised till January 9. Hie court will hear 
vices contracts and selection of bidders 


PARLIAMENT 
Session ends in deadlock 

HE winter session of Parliament 
ended on December 22 after witness¬ 
ing unprecedented inactivity because of 
the impasse on foe telecom scandal. 

Both Houses passed three bills with¬ 
out any discussions. These were: foe Ap¬ 
propriation Bill for the Railways, foe 
Proclamation on foe Full Participation and 
Equality of the People with Disabilities in 
the Asian and Pacific region, and foe bill 
to confer on foe President foe power of 
foe legislature of UP to make laws. 

President's Rule Extended 

r PHE government and the opposition co- 
X operated briefly during foe Parliament 


impasse to ratify the imposition of 
President's rule in UP and its continu¬ 
ance in J&K on December 15. A Consti¬ 
tutional crisis was averted as the 
President's rule was imposed in UP on 
October 18 and has to be ratified within 
two months. 

The House passed another statutory 
resolution for extending President's rule 
in J&K beyond January 18. 


Parliament’s Cost to the nation 

H OW much does each minute of Par¬ 
liament cost? According to die latest 
estimates, it costs Rs 6700 per minute to 
hold Parliament. The cost has ballooned 
since 1951, when it cost just Rs 100 and in 
1963 it was Rs 300. The figures are based 
on Budget figures. 

Hie cost of question hour was Rs 6000 
per hour or Rs 100 pa minute in 1951. 
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This rose to Rs 18000 per hour in 1963. In 
18 years the cost rose to Rs 48000 per hour, 
of Rs 800 per minute in 1981. Now, it costs 
Rs 4.02 lakhs per hour which works out to 
Rs 6700 per minute. The expenditure per 
day of Parliament, according to budget 
estimates, is Rs 30.12 lakhs. 


DISASTERS 

Over 400 killed in fire-accident 

O VER 400 people died in a fire which 
broke out on December 23 in Mandi 
Dabwali in Haryana. The tragedy occurred 
when the tent in a marriage hall where the 
annual day function of the DAV school 
was to be held, caught fire and collapsed. 
Surrounded by high walls with only one 
exit, the tent became a death trap for many 
who were either burnt or trampled to 
death in the stampede. The fire was 
sparked off by an electric short circuit and 
engulfed the entire area cutting off the 
main exit. 

The government ordered ex-gratia 
payment of Rs 1 lakh to the kin of those 
killed and Rs 50,000 to the injured. An 
inquiry has been ordered into the incident. 
Chief Minister Bhajan Lai decided to in¬ 
troduce regulatory measures and to for¬ 
mulate by-laws for the marriage halls 
where large gatherings were held. 


SECURITY 
Arms-Drop in Purulia 

I N an alarming breach of the nation's se¬ 
curity, an unidentified aircraft roared 
over the villages of Deradi, Ganodi and 
Ghatanda in West Bengal's Purulia dis¬ 
trict and dropped huge crates of firearms, 
rocket launchers and grenades on Decem¬ 
ber 19. Among the arms recovered were 
AK-47 rifles, pistols, rocket launchers and 
anti-tank grenades. 

A few days later, on December 22, a 
Pakistan-bound Russian-made AN-26 air¬ 
craft was intercepted by the Indian Air 
Force and was made to force land at 


Bombay. The crew confessed that the 
weapons were dropped by them. 

Union Home Minister S B Chavan 
accused Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelli¬ 
gence (ISI) tor the incident but details of 
the gun running mission could only be 
known after investigations. The crew wen- 
taken to Calcutta for trial and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) started its 
investigations. 

Following the arms dropping inci¬ 
dent, the V K Jain Committee was ap¬ 
pointed to probedoopholes in air security. 
It has favoured total computerisation of 
all information with the air traffic control 
and other agencies connected with civil 
aviation to meet the growing volume of 
air traffic. It also identified specific gaps 
in the present security arrangements and 
has recommended ways to plug them. 


LAW 

Supreme Court judgements in 
1995 


T HE year 1995 will be remembered as 
the year of Public Interest Litigations 


(PILs) as the Supreme Court started tak¬ 
ing action on PILs touching core problems 
affecting the common people. Some of the 
important judgements during 1995 in¬ 
cluded Chief Election Commissioner T N 
Seshan's being brought at par with the 
other two election commissioners to make 
the Election Commission a multi-member 
body. 

The Court also asked a trial court in 
Chandigarh to examine the FIR lodged 
against Director General of Police KPS 
Gill for allegedly outraging the modesty 
of an IAS officer Ms Rupan Dool Bajaj. 

Film star and TADA accused, Sanjay 
Dutt was released by the Court after a long 
wait. 

In another judgement, it came to the 
rescue of patients who suffered at the 
hands of negligent doctors by including 
the serv ices rendered by them within the 
ambit ol the Consumer Protection Act 

SC Upholds Validity of Civilian 
Awards 

T HF Supreme Court upheld the con¬ 
stitutional validity of civilian awards 


DELHI NOISIEST CITY... 

Delhi is becoming one of the noisiest city in the World. While a noise level of 
30 decibels is considered enough to disturb deep slumber, causing change in bio- 
rhythms, in Delhi even in the silence zones around hospitals and educational arm 
the noise levels are 50 decibels during the day and 40 decibels at night. 

While the standard levels of noise in areas of heavy traffic is 65 decibels, the 
levels at some crossings generate upto 74.93 decibels at night and 72.52 at night. In 
commercial areas where the level should be 65, Connaught Place alone generates 
70.03 during the day and 68.9 at night, 

-BUT ALSO THE RICHEST 

According to a study carried out by the PHD Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Delhi has the highest per capita consumption expenditure, followed by 
Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir. It observed that Delhi has Rs 9196 per capita., 
consumption in 1995, followed by Punjab at Rs 5750 and J&K at Rs 5214. The per 
capita income in the country at 1980-81 prices has been estimated at Rs 2362. 

Punjab had the highest per capita net State domestic product at constant prices 
in 1993-94 at Rs 4055 followed by Haryana Rs 3479 and Rajasthan Rs 1760. Figures 
for Delhi, HP and J&K were not available. 
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but criticised the government for its fail¬ 
ure to exercise restraint in granting Padrn 
Vibhushan, Padrn Bhushan and Pudma Shri 
Awards. The judgement said that the 
guidelines for selection of recipients are 
wide and imprecise and amenable for 
abuse. It said that the national awards were 
not titles and if they used as such, die 
defaulter should forfeit the award. 

The judgement said that no awards 
should be conferred except with the rec¬ 
ommendation of the national committee 
and this should have the approval of the 
President and the Prime Minister of India. 
Further, the total number of awards in all 
categories should be restricted to 50. 

SC Upholds Maharashtra CM’s 
Election 

T HE Supreme Court upheld the elec¬ 
tion of Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Manohar Josh to the assembly five years ago. 

It, however, held Shiv Sena chief Bal 
Thackeray guilty of electoral practices for 
making derogatory speeches against Mus¬ 
lims and creating communal hatred. 
Thackeray's naming could result in his 
being disqualified for contesting elections 
for six years if the Election Commission 
were to recommend it. 

The court declared Shiv Sena MLA 
Suryakant Venkatrao Mahadik's election 
from Bombay constituency as void. He had 
made a religious speech in a temple ap¬ 
pealing for votes on grounds of religion. 

The Supreme Court also held that the 
use of Hindutva during elections does not 
amount to using religious appeals. The 
judgement states that terms like Hindu, 
Hindutva and Hinduism were not confined 
to religion alone but included the content 
of Indian culture and heritage. The judge¬ 
ment comes as a shot in the arm of the BJP 
who can now freely use these terms. 


CAUVERY WATER DISPUTE 


T HE long standing dispute between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu on shar¬ 


Recent Economic News 


The RBI has allowed private sector mutual funds to set up Money Market ■; 
Mutual Funds (MMMFsJ. Though the scheme was set up in April 1992, tffl recently 
only commercial banks and pubHc financial institutions could set up MMMFs them- 
selves or through their existing mutual fund subsidiaries. With private sector mutual - 
funds participating, they are expected to become more attractive and provide ^ 
greater liquidity in the market while having greater, ptiWfcparticipation in tee See* •*’ 
ondary debt market, * 4 <. 
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ing of waters from the Cauvery river 
erupted once again. Karnataka refused to 
release 11 tmc ft of water as ordered by the 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal on De¬ 
cember 19 essentially required for paddy 
crops in Tamil Nadu, which then peti¬ 
tioned the Supreme Court. The Court di¬ 
rected the Prime Minister to resolve the 
issue and convene a meeting of the Chief 
Ministers of the two States. The two-day 
initiative on new year eve yielded noth¬ 
ing. The Prime Minister asked Karnataka 
to release six tmc ft of watec He also an¬ 
nounced the constitution of an experts' 
group headed by Vice Chancellor of JNU 
and former member of the Planning Com¬ 
mission, Dr Y K Alagh, to assess the status 
of the crops in the two States. 

In Karnataka, the all-party meeting 
held under the chairmanship of Chief Min¬ 
ister H D Deve Gowda decided to release 
six tmc of water to Tamil Nadu and stay 
away from the Tribunal proceedings till 
the formation of the National Water Policy. 
The State had to deploy forces to control 
the agitations. The situation remained 
peaceful except for one incident of arson. 


INDIA-TAJIKISTAN RELATIONS 
Visit of President Emomali 
Rakhmanov 


TOURING Ids visit to India from Decem- 
JL/ber 11, Tajikistan President Emomali 
Rakhmanov cautioned against external 
interference saying that it posed a threat 


to peace and stability in the region. Be¬ 
sides Indo-Tajik relations, the situation 
in Afghanistan was discussed and de¬ 
velopments in Tajikistan, which is being 
subjected to an onslaught by extremist 
forces. 

The President, Dr S D Sharma, ob¬ 
served that the degree of outside interfer¬ 
ence was reaching dangerous levels in 
Afghanistan where fundamentalist 
forces were being trained by outsiders. 
Without naming the Pakistan supported 
Taliban militia, Dr Sharma appealed to 
all concerned to pull back from the brink 
and work for a peaceful settlement. He 
voiced support for UN efforts for a 
peaceful solution to Tajikistan’s problem 
between Islamic opposition and the 
government. 

Six agreements were signed during 


CRR cut again 

The RBI has further'reduced the 
CRR from 14.5 to 14 per cant to ease 
the liquidity crunch. This measure 
will augment die resources of banks 
by Rs 2000 crore, However certain 
bankers felt that the reduction was not; 
sufficient and would not make s difi/ 
ferenee a$ the.demand .for credit was; 
-acute: ' " ! 

The reduction fin die CRR was in 
line with the recommendations of die 
Narasimhan Committee report submit¬ 
ted in 1991 which calfpd for progres¬ 
sive reduction in die CRR. 

• s. 
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the visit covering political consultations, 
expansion of trade ties and cooperation in 
the fields of health, environment, science 
and technology, culture, art and cinema* 
tography. More joint ventures are being 
planned. 

INDIA-ARMENIA RELATIONS 
Vhiit of President 
Levon Ter-Petrossian 

D URING the visit of Armenian Presi¬ 
dent Levon Ter-Petrossian, India and 
Armenia signed a Treaty on Friendship 
and Cooperation and two other agree¬ 
ments for cultural exchange and train¬ 
ing in India of Armenian nationals in 
tedhnical and economic spheres. The two 
countries agreed to have a tripartite 
trade and transit agreement with Iran 
as the third signatory. Armenia has a 
road link with Iran which in turn is 
linked to India through the port city of 
Bandar Abbas. 

The Armenian President expressed his 
country's support for India's position on 
Kashmir and India's candidature for per¬ 
manent membership of the United Nations 
Security Council. 

LEGISLATION 

Ban on sale of cigarettes to youth 
sought 

A parliamentary committee has de- 
xVmanded early introduction of a com¬ 
prehensive anti-tobacco legislation. 
Among the provisions demanded are a ban 
mi sale of cigarettes to anyone below the 
age erf 18 years and a provision to uphold 
the rights of non-smokers. It has also been 
emphasised that the legislation should 
provide for a ban on all forms of adver¬ 
tisements on tobacco and sponsoring of 
sporting events by cigarette companies. 

Emphasising the role of media, the 
committee, headed by Mr Amal Dutta, a 
CPM member, wants to de-glamorise of 
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smoking in cinema and on TV. The anti¬ 
tobacco campaign of the government has 
not taken off because of conflicting inter¬ 
ests within the government, the tobacco 
industry and the growers. In order to pre¬ 
vent the loss of income to farmers, the 
committee wants that foe Tobacco Board 
should stop promoting tobacco within the 
country but that production could be di¬ 
rected to exports. 

DEMOGRAPHY 

Sharp rise in Muslim population 

r | ’HE Muslim population has recorded a 
X faster growth rate than all other major 
religions, registering a 32.76 per cent rise 
during 1981-1991. According to the report 
published by the Census Commissioner 
of India, 24 million people have been 
added to the Muslim population during 
the period, recording a growth rate 10 per 
cent more than that of foe Hindu popula¬ 
tion. In 26 of foe 30 States and Union Ter¬ 
ritories, the Muslim population was grow¬ 
ing faster than any other religion. 

The Muslim population went up from 
10.88 per cent of foe national population 
in 1981 to 11.67 per cent in 1991. The Hindu 
population declined from 83.09 to 82.41 
per cent during foe same period. 

The growth rate of Muslims is the 
highest in Arunachal Pradesh with 135.01 
per cent and lowest in Sikkim with 18.76 
per cent. The decadal growth rate in Delhi 
was 84.65 per cent. 

STATUS OF WOMEN 
Eventful year for women 

' I ‘HE year 1995 turned out to be an event- 
X ful year for women. 

The year witnessed one of the largest 
ever international meets at the fourth 
World Conference on Women in Beijing 
where over 30,000 participants brought 
women's issues at the centre stage of de¬ 
velopment. 

The Indira Mahila Yojana (IMY) was 
launched to integrate various sectoral 


programmes far women's welfare. 

A major initiative has been taken with 
the drafting of the national policy on 
women. The draft calls for elimination of 
all forms of violence against women and 
time bound plans. 

The National Women's Conference 
was reconstituted with Mrs Mohini Giri 
being appointed as its chairperson. 

In child welfare, a major step was 
taken to expand foe Integrated Child De¬ 
velopment Service (ICDS). Adolescent girls 
were also brought under the ICDS by pro¬ 
viding them health and nutritional care, 
functional literacy and vocational train¬ 
ing. 

A National Creche Fund was set 
up during the year with a corpus of 
Rs 20 crore to provide assistance to 
voluntary organisations for opening 
new creches. 

The Mahila Samriddhi Yojana (MSY) 
enabled 1.25 crore poor rural women to 
open their accounts. 


AGRICULTURE 
Good year for agriculture 



ened up during 1995. Record foodgrain 
production of 191.10 million tonnes with 
a surplus of about 45 million tonnes 
opened gates to global export markets in 
underexploited areas of cereals. 

The total exports of principal agricul¬ 
tural commodities rose to Rs 10,950.73 
crore till October 1995 which showed a 
marginal increase. The share of cereals and 
rice increased. 

The Small Farmers Agri-business 
Consortium (SFAC) began work in more 
districts to provide a linkage between 
farmers and industry. As many as 183 
Krishi Vigyan Kendras were established 
afld another 78 KVKs sanctioned to take 
technology to foe farmers. A sum of Rs 
1100 crore was allocated for watershed 
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development in rainfed areas. A special 
scheme got under way for the welfare of 
fishermen with a total outlay of Rs 42 crore 
in the eighth plan. 

POVERTY 

New poverty alleviation 
programme launched 

T HE Prime Minister's Integrated Urban 
Poverty Eradication Programme, en¬ 
visaging an investment of Rs 6400 crore, 
was launched by Mr Narasimha Rao on 
November 18. The key components of 
the approach are empowering the com¬ 
munity, strengthening urban local bod¬ 
ies and involvement of non-government 
organisations. The reach and effective¬ 
ness of existing sectoral programmes 
would be enhanced to have a bearing 
on the urban poor. 

PLANNING AND ECONOMY 
Strategy to build India’s exports 

U NION Minister of State P 
Chidambaram unveiled an export 
promotion strategy aimed at building 
India's current export base and to increase 
exports from the current target of $ 31 bil¬ 
lion to $ 75 billion by file end of the cen¬ 
tury. India's share in world trade is 0.6 per 
cent at present. 

According to the strategy, industry 
should concentrate on 15 most popular 
export items in the 15 largest markets. 
Of the total export earnings of $ 26.2 
billion, 15 items accounted for nearly $ 
20 billion, while the 15 destinations ac¬ 
counted for $ 17 billion. If these prod¬ 
ucts and markets were concentrated 
upon, exports from the country could 
improve. 

JAIL CONDITIONS 
Rajan PIHai enquiry 

INMATES of the Tihar jail testified be- 
ifore fite Leila Seth Commission inquir¬ 


ing into the death of Rajan Pillai that he 
was maltreated. One of them alleged that 
Pillai was dragged to the superintendent's 
office with blood oozing out of his nos¬ 
trils. In her deposition, Nina Pillai alleged 
that she gave Rs 2.5 lakh in bribes to po¬ 
lice officials for permission to meet her 
husband and send food to him. She said 
her husband told her that she was being 
ill-treated in jail. 

FINANCE AND BUSINESS 
SEBI proposes measures to curb 
price rigging 

E J order to control price rigging and to 
orrect other deficiencies of file Indian 
stock exchanges, the SEBI has decided 
to impose a special margin of 25 per cent 
or more on purchases in addition to the 
regular margin. The seller would have 
pay a margin on undelivered quantities. 
This has been done to discourage short 
selling. 

SEBI has also asked stock exchanges 
to impose circuit breakers and other mar¬ 
ket monitoring mechanisms from the sec¬ 
ond day of listing of a new scrip on the 
exchange. 

TISCO among Top MNCs 

TATA Iron and Steel Company (TTSCO) 
X figures among the 50 largest 
. transnationals in developing countries, 
according to a list issued by UNCTAD. 

HSCO is file only Indian company in 
the list, ranking 49th among transnationals 
from file developing world. Its total assets 
and sales in 1993 were $ L9 billion and $ 
1.21 billion respectively. The largest 
transnational from a developing country 
was Comex of Mexico while Royal Dutch 
Shell was the largest developed country 
transnational. 

Probe Into Duplicate RIL Shares 

T HE government announced that a 
probe would be conducted by SEBI 


and department of company affairs into ' 
the transactions of Reliance Industries i 
(RIL) relating to issue of duplicate shares 
purchased by Unit Trust of India. Finan¬ 
cial institutions, banks and insurance 
companies were instructed to verify their 
portfolios to be sure that they do not 
hold any switched shares or for which 
duplicate shares had been issued. 

SBI Caps suspended 

QEBI has suspended file registration of 
vJSBI-Caps, the merchant banking divi¬ 
sion of State Bank of India, for a period 
of three months from April 1,1996. An 
inquiry had been initiated on SBI-Caps 
following the MS Shoes fiasco which had 
surfaced in March 1995. While lead man¬ 
aging the issue, file merchant banker had 
shown negligence and the company was - 
allowed to get the rights issue amount 
even after the stipulated time of one 
month. 

NUCLEAR BOMB 

India under pressure on CTBT 

a December 15, reports were pub- 
hed in the US media that India was 
preparing for a second nuclear explo¬ 
sion. According to the Nen> York Times, 
US spy satellites have recorded activity 
at the Pokhran test site in Rajasthan. 
Indian officials dismissed the report as 
highly speculative. Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission chairman R Chidambaram de¬ 
scribed the report as "highly irrespon¬ 
sible". 

Experts pointed out that the re¬ 
ports were a trap by US intelligence 
agencies aimed at weakening India's 
stand on the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). After the imposition of 
the NPT, the US is pushing for a CTBT 
but India wishes to keep its options 
open. The selective leak to the press 
by the US administration is seen as 
attempts to put pressure on India to 
fall in line on the CTBT. 
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PAKISTAN 

Strike against “western 
secularism” 

R ELIGIOUS parties in Pakistan called 
fot a general strike on December 30, 
1995, against Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto's policies of "western secularism". 
The strike was called by the multi-party 
Milli Yekjehati Council (MYC). 

Ms Bhutto told Islamic leaders to stay 
out of politics and that the "Ulema" reli¬ 
gious scholars should devote themselves 
to religious and moral teaching. She ac¬ 
cused clerics of pursuing an agenda of 
political tyranny. She rejected accusations 
that her policy was un-Islamic. 

Court martial of coup plotters 

C OURT Martial proceedings began 
against four army officials accused of 
plotting to overthrow Benazir Bhutto's 
government in September. At least 36 sol¬ 
diers and army officers were arrested for 
allegedly plotting to replace her govern¬ 
ment with an Islamic regime. Charged 
with waging war against Pakistan, the 
punishment if convicted would be death. 
The accused have denied the charges 
claiming that the weapons they were stock¬ 
piling were meant for Islamic militants for 
use in Kashmir. 

US accused of interference 

PAKISTAN has accused the US State De 
J. partment of interfering in its internal 
affairs when it issued a statement of con¬ 
cern over escalating violence in Karachi. 
US State Department spokesman Nicho¬ 
las Bums had said on December 12,1995, 
feat Washington was concerned about the 
wave of political violence in Pakistan's 
largest city. More than 1700 people have 
died in Karachi violence, including two 
US consulate employees. The main oppo¬ 
sition group, the Mohajir Quami Move¬ 
ment (MQM) has accused the security 
forces of killing the brother and nephew 
its leader Altaf Hussain. 
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Worse atrocities than Kashmir 

T HE MQM said on January 2 that the 
atrocities taking place in Karachi were 
worse than those in Kashmir. The MQM 
statement is the first acknowledgement by 
any Pakistani political party that things 
have been worse in Karachi than in Kash¬ 
mir. 

The MQM, which is the main party 
representing about 20 million Mohajirs in 
Pakistan (Muslims who migrated to Paki¬ 
stan after partition), ha§ been battling 
against the Pakistani government for the 
alleged atrocities inflicted on the Mohajirs. 

Islamic University hub of 
terrorist activities 

A CCORDING to a government report, 
Pakistan's Islamic University has be¬ 
come the hub of terrorist activities and a 
direct security threat to the country. The 
report has been prepared by Pakistan's 
domestic intelligence agency, the Federal 
Investigation Agency. The report also says 
that 80 per cent of the staff and board 
members of the university are not from 
Pakistan and the country has no control 
over them. The university has been set up 
by Saudi funds and flourished under 
General Zia, who recruited Islamic merce¬ 
naries during the 1980s to fight Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan. 

RUSSIA 

Communists victorious in 
elections 

T HE Communist Party of the Russian 
Federation (CPRF) has emerged as the 
largest party after elections on December 
17, 1995, to the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment, the Duma. Preliminary results show 
that the Communists have received over 
21 per cent of the vote, which means that 
the party will send the largest number of 
nominees to the Duma's 225 seats reserved 
for party lists. The CPRF has also cornered 
about one-third of the rest of the 225 seats 
which are for the directly elected single 


district constituencies. The Communists 
who got 12 per cent of the vote in the 199; 
elections, have thus made major gains. 

The reason for the Communist suc¬ 
cess is believed to be the widespread dis¬ 
satisfaction with Yeltsin regime's economii 
policies. Privatisation in Russia has mean 
the largest and quickest auction of State 
property in history. The resulting decline 
in industrial production and GDP, and the 
unprecedented increase in inflation anc 
unemployment, have had a devastating 
effect on the Russian society. A highh 
stratified and divided class society has 
emerged. Income differentials have in 
creased, to a level now described as dan 
gerous for stability. 

The Communist success is matchec 
by losses of the Government party, Ou 
Home in Russia, led by Prime Ministe 
Chernomyrdin. It got about 9.8 per cen 
of the votes, while the other pro-reforn 
party, Yabloko, scored about 7 per cent 
Other pro-reform parties like Russia': 
Choice and Economic Freedom Part] 
could not get even 5 per cent votes. Thi 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR) received 
about 11 per cent of the votes compared tc 
22 per cent it had got in 1993. The Con 
gress of Russian Communities did not ge 
even 5 per cent while the Vifomen of Rus 
sia Party declined from 8 per cent to abou 
5 per cent. 

The elections show crystallising o 
Russian politics. A strong party system i 
emerging. Of the 43 that fought the elec 
tion, several of the single-issue parties w-il 
merge with the larger ones. 

The stage is now set for the presiden 
tial elections to be held in June. 

Reforms to continue: The Russia* 
President, Boris Yeltsin, assured his coun 
trymen that he would not allow the Com 
munists, who won the most votes in thi 
December 17 parliamentary elections, to 
turn the clock back and sabotage fee re 
forms. He said this in a recorded new yea 
message to the nation. He said he was 
counting on fee Russian people to helj 
him prevent an about-face in reforms. "Thi 
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Russian people are fed up with experi¬ 
menting. At present Russia's situation is 
such that if it gets pushed backwards, 
trouble can happen", he said. 

Kozyrev resigns: Russian Foreign 
Minister, Mr Kozyrev, resigned as an out¬ 
come of the Russian parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. His resignation may be the first in a 
long line of other resignations that are 
likely to follow before the presidential 
elections. By dropping Kozyrev, President 
Yeltsin has sought to send the message of 
a 'get tougher foreign policy' with regard 
to the West and blunt the edge of attack 
from the communist-nationalist combine, 
of being too obsequious in toeing the 
agenda sot by the West. 

POLAND 
New President 

A LF.KSANDFR Kwasniewski was 
sworn m as Poland's President, hav¬ 
ing unseated former Solidarity leader Lech 
Walesa in the elections, His election was a 
blow to the political heirs of Solidarity, 
the first independent trade union in the 
former Soviet bloc. Kwasniewski, who has 
lied about his education, is under two in¬ 
vestigations for supplying incomplete in¬ 
formation about his holdings. 

BOSNIA 

Peace Accord Signed 

A FTER nearly four years of fighting, a 
peace accord was signed by die Presi¬ 
dents of Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia in Paris 
on December 14, 1995. French President 
Jacques Chirac, US President Bill Clinton 
and leaders of Britain, Germany, Russia 
and Spain also signed the accord. Under 
the agreement, Bosnia will be divided into 
two equal parts, one for the Serbs and the 
other for the Muslim-Croat federation. The 
devastated divided capital of Sarajevo will 
be reunited under rule of the Muslim-led 
government. 

Some 60,000 NATO Implementation 
Force (IFOR) troops have been committed 


to enforce the plan to end the conflict that 
has left 200,000 people dead or missing 
and millions homeless. The operation, 
NATO's biggest since World War H, will 
use IFOR personnel to enforce agreements 
arrived at the US brokered talks at Dayton 
in November, 1995. The Dayton accord in¬ 
cluded a time-table for withdrawing forces 
from the frontline, the return of forces to 
file barracks, the establishment of institu¬ 
tions and elections. 

Rebuilding Bosnia: The task now 
before Bosnia is to rebuild what has been 
destroyed in the four years of fighting. 
The Vtbrld Bank has estimated that it will 
require about $ 5 billion over three years 
to repair the ravages of war and revive 
Bosnia's shattered economy. There is fur¬ 
ther cost of resettling the country's 2.7 
million refugees 

A peace implementation conference 
was held in London to set up the machin¬ 
ery to coordinate assistance. But the US is 
unhappy to loot one third of the expenses 
I he Organisation for Security and Coop¬ 
eration in Europe will oversee the arms 
control work and also prepare for elec¬ 
tions. An international Peace Implemen¬ 
tation Council, chaired by Carl Bidt, a 
former Prune Minister of Sweden, will 
make sure that the various peace makers 
do not get in each other's way. 

(Also see under cover story) 

SOUTH KOREA 
Prime Minister sacked 

P RESIDENT Kim Young-Sam sacked 
Prime Minister Lee Hong-Koo on 
December 15,1995, in an effort to shore up 
popularity before foe parliamentary elections 
to be held in April Seoul National Univer¬ 
sity President Lee Soo-Sung will fill up the 
vacancy, subject to parliamentary approval. 

South Korea has been rocked by 
massive political scandals. Former Presi¬ 
dent Roh Tae-Woo has been arrested and 
is facing trial on charges including cor¬ 
ruption. 


Danger from the North: The political i 
turmoil has brought in fears that instabil¬ 
ity in South Korea could once again shake 
up the entire Korean peninsula. Military 
hawks in North Korea may try to take 
advantage of South Korea's turmoil. 
Armed forces have been put on alert to 
prevent any infiltrators from the North. 

Crop damage during floods and lack 
of money for food imports have caused 
near famine in the North. According to 
foe UN World Food Programme, malnu¬ 
trition is advancing and hunger is visible 
even in the capital Pyongyang. The world 
has not responded with food aid and in¬ 
ternational observers agree that North 
Korea may become a threat to the South. 

MIDDLE EAST 
PLO takes over Nablus 

P ALESTINE flag was hoisted on Israeli 
military headquarters in Nablus on De¬ 
cember 11, 1995, marking the end of 28 
years of Israeli occupation of the West Bank 
town. Delighted Palestinians danced and 
burst fire crackers on the Israeli with¬ 
drawal. 

GATT slips into history 

The General Agreement on Tar- ; 
iffs and Trade (GATT), the global trade . 
watchdog, slipped Into history titer 
five decades of pushing the world to¬ 
wards open markets. It was an enor¬ 
mous success, according to Reaato 
Ruggerio, director general of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), the ; 
organisation which was bom out of 
the seventh and final trade round 
under GATT. ( 

GATT, which was both an agree¬ 
ment and -an organisation, formally 


WTO on December 31. Although It 
ouhfoare 112 countries at present, 
new body expects to have at least 15S 
members within a few yearn, mpre- 
aentlng 85 percent of the worfdfoftde,, 
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Israeli troops had withdrawn from 
Nablus a day ahead of schedule, fearing 
trouble. As per the terms of the Oslo pack¬ 
age, the Israeli army has also left 
Bethlehem and will leave Ramallah by 
March, 1996. 

Meanwhile, Shimon Peres was wel¬ 
comed in Washington and US President 
Bill Clinton sent Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to the Middle East to again 
revive fcraeli-Syrian negotiations. 

Ana 

The Panchen Lama mystery 

F OR six years, China has tried to con¬ 
trol Tibet, including the right to choose 
its top religious leaders. In May, the Dalai 
Lama announced that he had chosen the 
six-year old Dedhun Choekyi Nyima as 
the new Panchen Lama. China was en¬ 
raged, and Nyima disappeared from his 
village along with his parents. The com¬ 
munist government declared that the Dalai 
Lama's choice was invalid and proceeded 
to select one of its own choice. 

On December 8, 1995, hundreds of 
Buddhist monks gathered in Lhasa to se¬ 
lect a new Panchen Lama. By placing 
markers in a golden urn and picking one, 
a new Panchen Lama was selected. This 
procedure had the approval of the Chi¬ 
nese. The six-year old Gyaincain Norbu 
thus became the 11th Panchen Lama, the 
second most exalted Tibetan spiritual 
leader. 

But questions about Nyima's where- 
, abouts remain. China denies having kid¬ 
napped the Dalai Lama's choice but 
questions remain. By selecting its own 
Panchen Lama, China hopes to control 
Tibet as well as the education of the 
Panchen Lama, who will lead the search 
,far die Dalai Lama. 

Wei Jensheng sentenced to 14 
years 

T EADING dissident Wei jensheng was 
JLaentenced to 14 years in prison for al¬ 


legedly trying to overthrow the Chinese 
government. Wei was charged with sedi¬ 
tion even though he has been in prison 
for all but six months in the last 16 years. 
He was first sentenced to 15 years impris¬ 
onment in 1979 after he wrote the pam¬ 
phlet The Fifth Modernisation—Democracy. 
The trial was held without evidence. 

Western governments and human 
rights groups have condemned China's 
action and some Hong Kong residents said 
it had deepened their worries over the 
future. The conviction and sentence pro¬ 
nounced on the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize 
nominee, widely regarded as the father of 
China's modem democracy movement, 
spurred new criticism of China's human 
rights record. US, France, Britain and 
Germany led official condemnations. 
Amnesty International called the jailing 
as a mockery of justice. 

France expressed dismay and urged 
Beijing to show leniency, while Britain said 
that Wei had been harshly treated. Ger¬ 
many has offered sanctuary and called for 
China to free Wei and give its people free¬ 
dom of speech. Japan too reacted cau¬ 
tiously and asked China to improve its 
human rights record. 

China, however, hit out at the US for 
its "unwarranted and vicious actions" in 
interfering with die internal affairs of the 
country and warned such actions could 
severely harm Sino-US relations. 

Despite noises made by the Western 
world about China's abuse of human 
rights, China's leaders have learned that 
they have little to fear. From Wei's deten¬ 
tion in April 1994, through his trial, not a 
single western government has threatened 
economic reprisals against his detention. 

ASEAN MEET 

T HE fifth ASEAN summit was held in 
Bangkok, on December 14-15, 1995, 
and brought together 10 countries in die 
region for the first time. The seven mem¬ 
bers Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 


Singapore, Philippines, Thailand and Viet¬ 
nam were joined by Burma, Cambodia and 
Laos this year. 

At the end of the summit, the nations 
signed a treaty banning nuclear weapons 
from the region. The historic treaty, called 
the South East Asia Nuclear Weapon Free 
Zone (5EANWFZ) treaty, forbids the ac¬ 
quisition, development, use, testing and 
stationing of nuclear arms in their zone. A 
Bangkok declaration issued by the ASEAN 
urged nuclear powers Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the US to back the 
treaty and implement measures to reduce 
and eliminate nuclear weapons. 

ASEAN leaders also endorsed the 
acceleration of trade liberalisation by re¬ 
ducing tariff barriers on nearly 40,000 
products by 2003. It wants to reduce du¬ 
ties on thousands of products and set up 
an ASEAN free trade area (AFTA) by 2003. 

FRANCE 

Juppe Retreats to End Strikes 

M ORE than three weeks of strikes 
brought France to a standstill, threat¬ 
ening to choke its economy. Transport, 
postal and utilities employees struck work 
to protest the government's new social 
welfare norms. The government's primary 
aim was to reduce the huge budget deficit 
of 322 billion francs in order to enable 
France to join the European Union's single 
currency, planned for 1999. France must 
fulfil the Maastricht criteria, which in¬ 
cludes a budget deficit that does not ex¬ 
ceed 3 per cent of the GDP. In order to do 
this, the government wanted to cut down 
on "unnecessary" expenditure, such as on 
welfare, impose new taxes and a public 
sector wage freeze. 

In a country with high social benefits, 
the proposed changes angered the people. 
The strikes started on November 24,1995, 
with a one-day strike by civil servants. Wbrk- 
ers of the national railroad struck work to 
protest against restructuring. They were 
joined by workers from other services. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATION 

IFOR: (NATO)Implementation Force 
(for Bosnia) 

ISTRAC: ISRO Telemetry, Tracking 
and Command Centre 

N AWO: National Alliance of Women 
PAN: Panchromatic Camera 

AWARDS 
Gandhi Peace Prize 

D R Julius Kambarage Nyerere, former 
President of Tanzania, has been se¬ 
lected for the first Gandhi Peace Prize for 
social, economic and political transforma¬ 
tion through non-violence. The award is 
worth Rs 1 crore prize and is the biggest and 
most prestigious award of the country. 

Borlaug Awards 

For botanical research and promotion of 
science and biotechnology: Dr Manju 
Sharma and Mrs Sulochana Gadgil share 
the prize. 

For outstanding contribution in breed¬ 
ing high yielding wheal mrieties: Dr Sanjay 
Rajaram of CIMMYT, Mexico. 

For contribution to high yielding 
basmati rice: Dr E A Siddiq, Deputy 
Director General (Crop Sciences) of In¬ 
dian Council of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR). 

For contribution to soil fertility and 
fertiliser use: Dr J C Katyal, Director of 
ICAR Research Institute for Dryland Ag¬ 
riculture, Hyderabad. 

KalidasSainman 

N OTED theatre personality Kavlam 
Narayan Panikkar has been selected 
for Kalidas Samman for 1995. The award 
has been instituted by the Madhya Pradesh 
government. 


Saraswati Samman 

M ALAYALAM poetess N Balamani 
Amina has been selected for the 
Saraswati Samman for 1995. The award is 
conferred by the K K Birla Foundation 
and carries a cash prize of Rs 3 lakh and 
a citation. 

Vyas Samman 

N OTED Hindi writer Kunwar Narain 
has been awarded the Vyas Samman 
for 1995 for his compilation of poems 
entitled Koi Doosra Nahin. The award 
for 1994, which could not be given last 
year, was given to Dr Dharamvir Bharti 
for his work, Sapna Abhi Bhi. The award 
has been instituted by the K K Birla 
j Foundation. 

j Sanjay Chopra Award 

S UDHIR Saidana, a 13 year old boy from 
Bhiwani in Haryana, has "been se¬ 
lected for the Sanjay Chopra Award for 
bravery. He had caught an armed as¬ 
sailant who shot his father with a pistol 
in July last year. The award is given by 
Indian Council for Child Welfare every 
year. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award 

P OPULAR playback singer Talat 
Mehmood has been awarded the Lata 
Mangeshkar award instituted by the 
Madhya Pradesh government The award 
comprises a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh and a 
citation and was received by Mr 
Mehmood's son, Khalid. 

National Amity Award 
TSLAMIC scholar Maulana Wahiduddin 
XKhan has been awarded the National 
Amity Award. The award consists of a 
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh and a citation 
scroll. 


Jesse Owens Award 

S PRINTER Michael Johnson won the 
highest honour of US athletics, die Jesse 
Owens award, for foe second consecutive 
year Johnson won foe 200 and 400 m at 
the US championships in Sacramento last 
summer and repeated foe feat in foe world 
championships held in Gothenburg. 

BOOKS 

Nivedyam (Offering) 

TA7RITTEN by N Balamani Amma, who 
V V has been selected for foe Saraswati 
Samman for 1995, it is an anthology of 
132 poems that reflect three main areas of 
her life: the role of woman, foe state of 
society and foe upward urge of foe hu¬ 
man spirit. 

DAYS 

Vi jay Diwas 

D ECEMBER 16 will be observed by the 
armed forces as Vijay Diwas or a day 
of remembrance of all those soldiers, sail¬ 
ors and airmen who laid down their lives 
in defence of the nation. 

DEFENCE 

All-women copter crew 

F T Cadet Cheryl Dutta and Ft Cadet 
Simran Sodhi took off in Chetak heli¬ 
copter for their maiden training sortie at 
Air Force Station, Secunderabad on De¬ 
cember 7,1995. 

This was the first-ever all-women 
helicopter flight to take to foe skies in 
subcontinent's aviation history, both mili¬ 
tary and civil. 

The two Ft Cadets are part’of foe first 
batch of women helicopter pilots who re¬ 
ceived their wings after completion of one 
and a half years training. 
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A robot soldier for Indian Army! 

A robot that writes letters, and another 
hat plays table tennis, are being 
developed by defence scientists in 
Bangalore, who have also built India's 
first intelligent robot with stereo vi¬ 
sion that can navigate by itself, avoid¬ 
ing obstacles, just like a real human 
being. 

With further refinements, this robot 
may be useful in mine clearing and com¬ 
mando operations, and in civilian appli¬ 
cations on shop floors as autonomous 
guided vehicle. 

The robot has been developed at die 
Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Robot¬ 
ics (CAIR), one of the laboratories under the 
Defence Research Development Organisation 
(DRDO). 

Unlike the wire-guided robots that 
have been developed elsewhere, the 
CAIR robot is guided by light reflected 
from either side of its centre line. The 
robot is battery driven and two cameras, 
which act as "eyes", endow die device 
with binocular vision. 

PERSONS 

Amma, N Balamani 

M ALAYALAM poetess N Balamani 
Amma, who has been selected for 
the Saraswati Samman for 1995, is cred¬ 
ited with being a singer of the resplendent 
womanhood. Her poems are connected 
with all aspects of die subjects connected 
with women, her role at home, in society 
and in various facets of life. Her poems on 
social themes cover nationalist struggle, 
human fraternity, Indian culture and rein¬ 
terpretation of puranic myths in terms of 
contemporary awareness 

Slack, Sally (Kamala) 

B ORN on December 20, 1945, Sally 
Slack, who is also known as Kamala, 
decided to devote herself to Gandhism and 
promote Gandhian values in die US. She 
has been awarded the Jamnalal Bajaj 
award At present she is the president of 
die Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Founda¬ 
tion and director of Gandhi Memorial 
Goitre in Washington. 


PLACES 

Singapore: S.E. Asia's first developed 
economy 

S INGAPORE takes a giant leap into the 
World's major league when it gradu¬ 
ates to the status of South-East Asia's first 
developed economy by any yardstick, a 
tremendous achievement for a nation 
that won full independence only 30 
years ago. 

Five other nations also move into that 
grade* Brunei and the Gulf nations of 
Kuwait, Qatar and die United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, apart from the Bahamas. 

The Organisation for Economic Co¬ 
operation and Development (OECD) 
took the decision to promote Singapore 
to that status on the basis of its huge 
income levels—per capita income has 
crossed $ 23,000. 

SPACE 

IRS-1C launched 

T HE world's most advanced remote 
sensing satellite, IRS-1C, built by In¬ 
dian Scientists, was put into orbit success¬ 
fully by a Russian rocket on December 28, 
1995. It will help India grab a sizeable 
chunk of the multi-billion dollar world 
market for satellite data. 

The key equipment on board is the 
panchromatic camera (PAN), which will 
provide pictures of the earth with a reso¬ 
lution of 6 metres, die highest available in 
the world market today. Such high resolu¬ 
tion would help in improving the accu¬ 
racy of maps of the earth. 

Besides the panchromatic camera, 
IRS-1C carries two other sensors to pro¬ 
vide visual imageries in a wide band of 
spectra. These are the Linear Imaging Self¬ 
scanning Sensor (LISS-3) and die Wide 
Field sensors (WIFs). 

While the data receiving station of the 
National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA), 
at Shadnagar near Hyderabad, will dis¬ 
tribute die satellite data to the users, the 
ground stations of the US company Eosat 
will also receive IRS-1C data under a com¬ 
mercial agreement between Eosat ami the 
Antrix Corporation of the Indian Depart¬ 


ment of Space. 

INS AT-2C launched 

I NDIA’S third indigenous satellite, 
[NSAT-2C, was launched from South 
American sea port of Kourou, by the Eu¬ 
ropean rocket vehicle Ariane. 

INSAT-2C joins the three other ISRO 
satellites, INSAT-1D, INSAT-2A and 
INSAT-2B, which are currendy providing 
television and telecommunications and 
weather services to India. 

Improved telecommunications, wider 
television coverage, introduction of mo¬ 
bile satellite service and business net-work¬ 
ing in major Indian cities will become 
possible with this satellite. In a departure 
from the past, INSAT-2C is not carrying a 
meteorological transponder to relay 
weather data. 

There are several firsts to the credit of 
IN5AT-2C It is the first Indian satellite to 
be co-located with another Indian space¬ 
craft, IN5AT-2B, m the same geo-station- 
ary orbit, separated only by a minimum 
distance of 17 km in space It carries India's 
first KU band transponders exclusively for 
telecommunications 

It will introduce Mobile Satellite Ser¬ 
vices (MSS) that will enable communica¬ 
tions between any two moving persons 
on land, sea or in air 

Galileo takes a shot at Jupiter 

O N December 8, 1995, spacecraft 
Galileo reached Jupiter after six years 
and a 3.7 billion km journey This signalled 
a new era of space exploration 

Galileo's close encounter with the 
largest planet is the culmination of a nearly 
20-year programme, aimed at learning 
about the gigantic Jovian system, which 
could reveal important clues about evolu¬ 
tion of the solar system. 

The craft, named after the Italian as¬ 
tronomer who discovered Jupiter's four larg¬ 
est moons in 1610, will make at least 11 orbits 
of Jupiter, including close encounters with 
three of its 16 moons—Ganymede, Cailisto 
ami Europa—and observe erupting volca¬ 
noes on the fourth large moon, Io. 

By the time it ends 16 separate scien- 
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tific experiments, runs out of fuel and 
eventually bums up around December 
1997, the cost of the mission will have 
totalled $ 1.35 billion. 

Scientists hope Galileo will help an¬ 
swer Jovian phenomena. But the bounty 
of scientific information will be much more 
modest than originally envisioned. With 
its main antenna out of order, Galileo must 
use a slower backup that can send data at 
the agonisingly slow speed of only 40 bits 
per second—thousands of times slower 
than a typical fax machine. 

Because of that, controllers scaled 
back the mission. Only 1,500 images of 
Jupiter and its moons will be returned in¬ 
stead of die original 50,000. The first pic¬ 
tures are expected in July, 1996. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

New Year a second late 

T HE last minute of this year was a sec¬ 
ond longer, as the world's clocks were 


slowed down in tune with the earth's ro¬ 
tation. "Leap seconds" are added peri¬ 
odically to synchronise the cesium atomic 
clocks, which are known for high accu¬ 
racy, with the earth's rotation. 

Such correction is crucial for drips 
and aircraft that depend heavily on satel¬ 
lite and radio signals for communication. 
An error of even a millionth second could 
lead to logistic problems of misjudging 
the location of the signal. 

As per the convention of the Paris- 
based International Earth Rotation Ser¬ 
vice, the introduction of leap seconds can 
take place only on two days in a year, 
June 30 and December 31. 

World's largest museum 

T AIWAN opened the world's largest 
museum dedicated to the 
Guinness Book of World Records fea¬ 
turing more than 100 indoor and 
outdoor displays. 


The 2-hectare museum in Taichung, 
central Taiwan, is five times the size of 
Guinness's museum in London and ex¬ 
pects more than one million visitors a 
year. 

DeleMedicine is here 

T ELEMEDICINE was originally devel¬ 
oped for the Apollo Space Mission 
to transmit astronauts' medical status. 
This technology is now affordable and 
available through Apollo Hospitals 
through the launch of HEARTUNE. 

TeleMedidne can provide instant 
medical help in emergencies. It provides 
Heart-facts on a phone line, and monitor 
ECG on a regular basis. A pocket-size 
transmitter is connected to your chestand 
the Apollo Heart Command, through tele¬ 
phone. The ECG is transmitted to the 
hospital, where an expert reads foe ECG 
and can tell you his opinion, all in only 2 
minutes. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Seventh South Asian Federation Games 
THE, South Asian Federation (SAF) Gaines 
were declared open by Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao at the Jawaharlal Stadium 
in Madras on December 18,1995. The teams 
were led by the mascot 'Leo' and India's 
P T Usha, who was also captain of India's 
contingent. She also took oath on behalf of 
the 1300 athletes who were participating. 
India won 106 gold medals out of 143, 
making it an Indian show. Sri Lanka with 
16 golds, was only a distant second. 
Susanthika Jayasinghe and Shiny Abraham 
were jointly declared the best athletes of 
the games. 

Highlights 

Tennis: Mahesh Bhupathi and Prahlad 
Srinath set up a gold medal clash and India 
won the gold medal in the SAF games. 
Pakistan claimed the silver medal. 

Athletics: Shiny Wilson broke the two 
minute barrier in the 800 m run by finishing 
the race in 1 minute 59.85 seconds. 

Hockey: India won the hockey gold 
beating Pakistan 5-2. 

Soccer: India regained the football 
gold medal after 8 years defeating strong 
contenders Bangladesh by a solitary goal. 

Medals tally 


India 

Gold 

106 

Silver 

60 

Bronze 

19 

Sri Lanka 

16 

25 

53 

Pakistan 

10 

33 

36 

Bangladesh 

7 

17 

35 

Nepal 

4 

8 

16 

Bhutan 

0 

0 

2 

Maldives 

0 

0 

1 


ATHLETICS 

34th Inter-State Athletics Meet 
ANANDA Natarajan broke tire200m record 
in the Inter-State Athletics Meet held in 


Madras. 

Neelam Jaswant Singh became the 
first Indian to cross the 50 metres in dis¬ 
cus throw, scoring 50.70 m. Swaranjit Kaur 
came second with 49.60 m. 

Orissa's Sushma Behera and 
Olympian Shiny Wilson created new 
national records in javelin throw and 
400 m. 

CHESS 

Kasparov beats computer 
GARRY Kasparov won the deciding match 
against a computer in London on Decem¬ 
ber 14, 1995 proving that humans were 
better than machines. The computer had 
a pentium chip manufactured by Intel and 
can analyse 10 million chess positions a 
minute. It had won the first match in 
London in August 1994 but Kasparov 
won the second match played in Co¬ 
logne. By winning the third match also, 
he had a victory of 2-1 against the com¬ 
puter. 

CRICKET 

Interface Cup 

INDIA won the four-nation Interface Cup 
cricket tournament held at Sharjah beating 
Pakistan by seven wickets. 

Challenger Trophy 

INDIA Seniors, led by Md Azharuddin, 
beat India 'A' led by Sachin Tendulkar by 
33 runs to retain the Challenger trophy in 
the limited overs cricket match played at 
Hyderabad. 

GOLF 

Northern India Ladies Title 
PARNITAGiewal, the 15-year old school 
girl from Chandigarh, won the North In¬ 
dia Ladies Title and the British Aerospace 
Junior Girls Northern India Champion¬ 
ship held in New Delhi. 


HOCKEY 
Shivaji Hockey Title 
BORDER Security Force (BSF) beat Cen¬ 
tral Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 4-2 to 
win the Shivaji Hockey Gold Cup held in 
New Delhi. 

DhyanChandCup 

BORDER Security Force (BSF) won the 
tie-breaker against CRPF4-2 tolift theDhyan 
Chand Cup for the second Chatrapati Shivaji 
hockey tournament held at New Delhi. 

SQUASH 

42nd National Inter-State Squash 
Championship 

MANISH Chothram of Maharashtra helped 
his team perform a hat-trick bv boating 
Services A in the 42nd Nationa 1 Inter-State 
Squash Championship held at New Delhi 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

PETE Sampras led the US team to the 
Davis Cup title. USA defeated Russia in 
the finals held in Moscow. 

National Grasscourt Tennis 
Championship 

NIRUPAMA Vaidyanathan won the 
women's singles title for the fourth time 
in a row in the National Grasscourt Tennis 
championship held at New Delhi, beating 
Manisha Malhotra. 

Mahesh Bhupathi won the men's fi¬ 
nal, beating Srinath. 

VOLLEYBALL 
World Cup Men's Volleyball Title 
TWO-time world champions Italy de¬ 
feated USA to win the World Cup Vblley- 
ball Title held in Tokyo. Italy secured a 
place for the Atlanta Olympics, scoring 
their tenth straight win in the 12-team 
round-robin tournament. 
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Question Box 


Q. What are the names of the partici¬ 
pating countries for the 1996 Worid Cup 
cricket? 

—S.K. Moharana, Ganjam (Orissa) 
A. The participating countries for die 
19% World Cup are: 

Group A: West Indies, Australia, In- 
j dia, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Kenya. 

! Group B: Pakistan, South Africa, En- 
i gland, New Zealand, UAE, Holland. 

The finals will be held in Lahore on 
March 17,1996. 

Q. How should I prepare for the IAS? 

—Ujrnla Singh, Varanasi 
A. The IAS examination is the most 
keenly contested. Preparations should start 
early, and several books and courses are 
available. The Competition Master pub¬ 
lishes regular features and solved papers 
which should help you. For detailed guid¬ 
ance, check out our career feature of Feb 
'95 issue. 

Q. Does a fan consume more power 
when operated at high speed? 

—Shikha, Bhubaneshwar 
A. The amount of energy used by a 
fan depends on the regulator. In old 
regulators, resistors are used to reduce 
the current. They do not consume less 
power if the fan is operated at slow 
speed. Modern regulators, however, ac¬ 
tually reduce the current intake. The 
amount of power used will be directly 
proportional to the speed of the fan, if 
these regulators are used. 

Q. I want to set up a typewriting in¬ 
stitute. How can I do so? 

—N. Siva, Tirupattur, Thmil Nadu 
A. You need a good space and some 
typewriting machines to set up an insti¬ 
tute. You must advertise in your city so 
that people get to know of the institute. 
However, you may like to start a com¬ 
puter data entry course also in Tamil and 
. English as typewriters are slowly giving 


way to computers and you can help 
people better by doing so. 

Q. What is die meaning of chess? How 
did it originate? 

—Anurag Kumar, Buxar (Bihar) 

A. Chess is derived from Chaturanga, 
an Indian war game that dates before die 
6th century. The earliest known reference 
to it is in a 6th century Persian document. 
But the game may actually be older. The 
English name comes from the Persian title 
Shah, meaning 'King'. In China it is known 
as Xiang-qi and in Japan it is called Shogi. 

Q. What is a microprocessor? 

—S.S. Dutta, Osmanahad (Maharashtra) 

A. A microprocessor is a miniature 
electronic device that contains the arith¬ 
metic, logic and control circuitry neces¬ 
sary to perform the functions of a digital 
computer's central processing unit. It can 
interpret and execute program instructions 
as well as handle arithmetic operations. 
The microprocessor was developed in the 
late 1970s as a result of Large Scale Inte¬ 
gration (LSI), which made it possible to 
pack thousands of transistors, diodes and 
resistors on a tiny silicon chip less than 
5 mm square. During the 1980s, Very Large 
Scale Integration (VLSI) vastly increased 
the circuit density of microprocessors. 

Q. What do the words et al and vis-a- 
vis mean? 

—Malini Srivastava, Allahabad 

A. Et al: and others. 

Vis-a-vis: face to face with; together; 
in relation to. 

Q. I am interested in some addresses 
of voluntary associations working for 
socio-economic development 
programmes. Can you please let me know 
from where 1 can get diem? 

—Clumdrabati Sivain, Rajnagar (Orissa) 

A. You can get the required ad¬ 
dresses from CAPART in New Delhi. A 


directory of voluntary organisations is 
also published by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF). For voluntary 
organisations in Delhi, refer to "The 
Green Book" published by 
Kalpavriksha. 

Q. What is the origin of the AIDS 
virus? 

—Swarup K. Mohanty, Bhubaneshwar. 

A. The causative agent of AIDS is the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV-1). It 
has been suggested that the precursor to the 
HIV-1 virus was present in a relatively be¬ 
nign state in Africa for a long time and that 
it mutated into the more virulent form. The 
exact origin of AIDS is a matter of specula¬ 
tion; it is also suggested that die virus ex¬ 
isted in monkeys and somewhere along die 
line transformed into a human virus. 

Q. I would like to do a course in 
Human Resource Development. Which are 
die institutions for it? 

—S.K. Verna, Sitamarhi, (Bihar) 

A. You can do a course on Personnel 
Management from XLRI or IKS. However; 
many universities offer die Master of Per¬ 
sonnel Management (MPM) course while 
MBA with specialisation in HRD is also 
available. 

Q. What is the difference between 
offset printing and letterpress printing? 
—Rajeev Kumar S inha, Bhagalpur (Bihar) 

A. In letterpress, a block is made and 
the impression is transferred when it 
presses the paper. Offset printing is done 
by plates and a blanket transfers the im¬ 
age on paper. Offset printing is much foster 
and is preferred for large jobs. 

Q. Why are we advised not to look at 
the solar eclipse directly? 

—Subrata Sarkar, Babughat (West Bengal) 

A. During the solar eclipse, the sun 
is blanked out but whatever is visible 
gives off intense light. The eye adjusts 
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to the dark disk and the intense light from the edges may dam¬ 
age the retina However, it is impossible to look at the sun for 
large intervals and the eye will close involuntarily Thus the chance 
of eye damage is considerably small 

Q. What are Nazca drawings? 

—jyotiranjan Btswal, Durgapur (Orissa) 
A Nazca culture existed on the southern coast of present 
day Peru during the Early Intermediate Period (200 BC-600 AD) 
Nazca art is found on pottery, some modelled effigies and other 
designs 

Q. What is the 'Solar constant'? 

—Salmi S, Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala) 
A The solar constant is the total radiation energy received 
from the sun per unit of tune per unit of area on a theoretical 
surface perpendicular to the sun's rays and at the Farth r s mean 
distance from the Sun The value of the constant is about 2 calo¬ 
ries per minute per square centimetre, or about 18 horsepower 
per square metre 

Q. Who built the Sun Temple at Konark? 

—Biswanath Mandal Gumpur (WB) 
A The Sun Temple of Konarak was built by Narasimhadeva 
(12T8-64) 

Q. What is the name of the satellite that discovered the ozone 
hole? 

—Indu Bhushan Paul Hooghly (W B) 
A The ozone laver depletion was discovered through stud¬ 
ies undertaken by scientists during the 1970s which revealed that 
CFCs revealed mto the atmosphere accumulated m the strato¬ 
sphere where they would deplete the o/one It was not discov¬ 
ered by a satellite 

Q Who is the author of the book "Jurassic Park"? 

—Sanklm ChatterjcL, Kandi (W B) 

A Michael C richton 

Q. What is the meaning of 'PMPO' mentioned on music 
systems? 

—Pitambat Satpatliy Rourkela 
A The Peak Music Power Output (PMPO) is the maximum 
' s iijnusic output of the system 

\ Q. 1 would like to know whether women candidates can 
appear for the Indian Forest Service examination 

' —Parul Ratio Karnal 

A There is no restriction on women candidates to appear in 
IPS exam 

Q. What is the meaning of Zee TV and who is its owner 

—Ravi Shankar Patna 
A. Zee TV is the name of the TV channel owned by Subhash 
Chandra 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

N.DA Exam held in April 1995 


1 If a + b - 2 V3, ab =■ 3, then the value of a 4 + b 4 is 

(a) 14 ( b ) 16 (r) 18 (d) 20 

2 The 11C 1 of two numbeis A and B is C If B is 
equal to the produc t of C and D, then the LCM of A and B 
is 

(a) AD (6) B D (t) AB (rf) C D 

3 If x > I then the \alue of the expression 

Li_±b±_ lizjl ls 

2x - 1 t - 1 

(a) -1 (b) 0 (<) 1 (J) x 

4 The \ alue of the expression 
(2q 3p) (4q -i p) - q(8q - I0p) 

is non-positi\ e for 

(а) all p and all q 

(б) all p s 0 and all q > 0 

(c) all p ^ 0 and all q < 0 

(d) all q and all p < 0 

5 C onsider the follow mg statements 

1 x + 2 is a factor ot f(x) = x‘ - x - 6 

2 f ( 2) -= 0 


11 The system of equations 2x + ky + 5 = 0 and 
x - 3y + 9 = 0 has a unique solution when 

(a) k * 6 (b) k ~ 6 

(<) k * — 6 (d) k - - 6 

12 The solution of the system of equations repre¬ 
sented by the graph given below, is 


V 



, . 3 3 ,2 18 

(t) x - (d) x y - — 


Of these statements 

(a) 1 is tme but 2 is false 

(b) 2 is true but 1 is false 
(r) both 1 and 2 are false 
(d) both 1 and 2 are true 

6 If x 4 4 5x 2 - 3x + 2 is divided by x 3 then the 
remainder is 

(a) 65 (b) 35 (c) 45 (d) 2 

7 If p(x) and qfx) an* any two polynomials and h(x) 
and l(x)are respectively their HCF and LCM, then 

(a) h (x) q (x) = I (x) p (x) 

(f>) p (x) h (x) - q (x) 1 (x) 

(c) h (x) = p (x) q (x) 

(d) p (x) q (x) = h (x) 1 (x) 

8 H C F of the expiessions x 2 - x - 2, x 2 - 1, x 2 4 
and x 2 - 3x + 2 is 

(a) 0(b) x - 1 (c) x + 1 (d) 1 

9 If a + b + c =-0, then a 1 + b 1 + c 1 equals 

(a) abc (b) 2abc (c) 3abc (d) 4abc 

10 If a 2 + b 2 + c 2 * 19 and ab - be - ca = 15, then one 
of the values of a + b - c lies between 

(a)-Sand0 (b) 0and 10 

(c) 10 and 20 (d) 20 and 30 


13 The sides of a right-angled triangular field con¬ 
taining the right angle are i m and (x + 20) m Its area is 
44000 w 2 The equation to determine x is 

(a) x(x +20)-44000 (b) x(x + 20) - 22000__ 

(<) x (x + 20) - 88000 (d) \(x + 20) = V(44000) 


14 15 years hence a man will be just 4 times as old as 
he was 15 years ago I lis present age is 

(a) 25years (b) 20years 

(t) 15 years (d) 10 sears 

15 The sy stem of linear equations \ = 3y + 5 and 
9y - 3x- 15 is 

(a) consistent (b) inconsistent 

(c) consistent but dependent 

(d) inconsistent but dependent 

16 The length and breadth of a ret tangular plot art* 
in the ratio 7 5 If the length is reduced bv 5 meters and 
the breadth is increased by 2 meters, then the area is 
reduced bv 65 m 2 The length and breadth of the plot are 

(a) 25,35 (6)21,15 

(c) 35,25 (d) 49,35 

17 If one root of x 2 - 4x + k - 0 is 6, then the value of 


kis 


(a) 12 (b) 2 (c) -2 


(d) -12 
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18. The roots of the equation 

x 2 - 2(5 + 2 m) x + 3(7 + 10m) = 0 
are equal when: 

(a) m - 2 or m = ^ (b) m > 2 and m < j 

(c) m <0 (d) m >2 

19. If the roots of the equation 2x 2 - 6 x + 3 = 0 are a 
and P, then the value of a - p is: 

(a) -3 (b) V3 (c) V 6 (d) 3 

a * (y 2 ) ,,.v 

20 . —7 -+ (—) 7 is equal to: 

a vlx-z) V 4 

(a) a x y z ( b ) a x y + y / + /x 

(c) a " 5 ''' 7 (d) 1 

21. When (a m ) m + (a m ) 2 = 1, then the vajue of 
m (a * 0 ) is: 

(«) -2 (b) -1 (r) \ ( d) 2 

22. If 3 12 x(2*) 2 =6 12 then x equals: 

(a) -6 (b) V 6 

(c) 6 (d) 12 

23. Let A = |1, 2,3), B = (4,5, 6 ). Then A n B is: 

(a) ( 0 ) (b) <(> 

(c) |0| (d) 11,2,3,4,5,61 

24. If A = |a/2 < a < 12, a e N) and 

B = (b/b e Z, - 3 < b < 8 |, then 

(a) AuB = |x/-3 < x < 12,xe Z| 

(b) A n B = (x/-3 < x < 12, x e N| 

(c) AuB = |x/2<x< 12,xe Z) 

(d) A n B = (x/-3 <x< 8 , xe N} 

25. If A =(1,2, 3.100|, 

B = (1,2, 3,..., 50), 

and C= 11,2,3,.1000), 

then (AnB)u(AnC)equals: 

00 A (b) B (c) C id) 0 

26. The value of x which makes BOA a straight line in 
the given figure is: 



(a) 60° (b) 50° (c) 48° (d) 38° 

27. If a clock is started at noon, then the angle turned 
by hour hand at 3.45 p.m. will be: 

00 6 (b) 97^° (r) 112 ^ (d) 142^° 


28. The number of pairs of parallel planes that a 
hexagonal prism possesses is: 

(«) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

29. Area of a square is given to be A. If its sides are 
doubled, then the new area will be: 

(a) j (b) 2A (c) 4A (d) A 2 

30. Let the sides of a quadrilateral be produced in a 
certain order. Then the sum of the exterior angles thus 
formed will be equal to: 

00 7 t (b) 2n (c) 3n (d) 4ti 

31. If one straight line meets another straight line, 
then the sum of the two adjacent angles on one side of it is 
equal to: 

(a) one right-angle (b) two right-angles 

(c) three right-angles (tf) four right-angles 

32. Let A (0, -2), B (3,1), C (0,4) and D (-3,1) be a set 
of given points, then: 

(a) AB II BC or AB ± BC 

(b) AB ll CDandAB±AP 

(c) AD II BC and CD 1 AD 

(d) AB II CD or AB 1 CD 

33. Three parallel lines are cut by two transversals as 
shown in the given figure. If AB - 2 cm, BC = 4 cm, and 
DE =1.5 cm, then the length of EF is: 



(a) 2 cm (b) 3 cm (c) 3.5 cm (d) 4 cm 

34. If the circumcentre of A ABC lies on BC, then: 

(a) ZA = 45° (b) ZA=ZB 

(c) ZA = ZC (d) ZA = 90° 

35. AD, an internal bisector of ZA in A ABC, meets 
the side BC in D. If AB = 10 cm, AC = 6 cm and BD = 5 cm, 
then the length of DC is: 

(a) 3 cm (b) 4 cm (c) 5 cm (d) 6 cm 

36. If the exterior angles of a triangle are in the ratio 
2:3:4, then these angles are: 

(a) 40°, 60°, 80° 

(b) 80°, 120 °, 160" 

(c) 20°, 30°, 40° 

(d) of none of the above values 

37. A PQR is right-angled at Q, PR = 5 and QR = 4. If 
the lengths of sides of A ABC are 3,4 and 5 respectively, 
then: 

(a) area of A PQR is double that of A ABC 
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(b) area of A ABC is double that of A PQR 

(c) A PQR is congruent to A ABC 

{d) ZB=^ZQ 

38. In the given figure, if AB = AC and BE and CF are 
the bisectors of ZB and ZC respectively, then: 



(o) A EBC = A AFC ( b) A AFC = A CEB 

(c) AEBCsAFCB 

(d) none of the above would be true 

39. If the areas of two similar triangles are 4 cm* and 
9 cm 2 respectively, then their heights will be in the ratio of: 

(a) 4:9 (b) 9:4 (c) 2:3 (d) 3:2 

40. A ABC shown in the given figure is right-angled 
at A. AD is drawn perpendicular to BC meeting it in D. 
Then: 

C 



A B 

(a) the As ABD and CAD are not equiangular 

(b) the As ADB, CAD and CAB are similar 

(c) the As ADB, CAD and CAB are proportional 

(d) none of the above is true 

41. If AH - 'a' is a median and 'p' is the centroid of 
triangle ABC, then AP is equal to: 

(«) | (b) ~ (c) |a (d) - 

42. If the perpendiculars d rawn from the vertices of a 
, triangle to the opposite sides are each 6 cm in length, then 

the area of the triangle is: 

; (a) 3 V3 cm 2 ( b ) 6 cm 2 

(c) 12 V3 cm 2 (d) 18 V3 cm 2 

43. If the medians of a triangle ABC intersect at G, 
then the area of A AGB equals: 


(a) - area (A ABC) 


(b) - area (A CAB) 


.. 1 1 1 
p 2 ~fl 2 + f ) 2 

(c) p 2 “ a 2 - b 2 


(b) p 2 = a 2 + b 2 


a 2 + b 2 


45. In a parallelogram if one angle is double that of 
the other, then the measure of the smaller angle is: 

(a) 80° ( b) 60° (c) 40° (d) 20° 

46. The side of a rhombus whose diagonals are 16 cm 
and 12 cm in length, is: 

(a) 4 cm (b) 6 cm (c) 8 cm (d) 10 cm 

47. The radius of a circle is r. The length of the tangent 
drawn to this circle from a point distant d from its centre 

(a) Vr 2 + d 2 (b) Vd 2 - r 2 

(c) i 2 - d 2 (d) T -~ 

48. ABCD is a cyclic quadrilateral. The tangents to 
the circle drawn at A and C meet at P. If ZABC = 105° , 
then ZAPC is equal to: 

(a) 20° (b) 30° (c) 45° (d) 75° 

49. A bicycle, whose wheels are of diameter d cm, is 
moving on a straight path on a horizontal plane. The locus 
of the centre of wheel is: 

(a) a line parallel to the path of the wheel at a height 
of d cm 

(b) a line parallel to the path of the wheel at a height 
of j cm 

d 

(c) a circle of radius-cm 

(d) none of the above 

50. If A and B are two distinct points, then the locus 
of P such that ZAPB = 90° is: 

(a) the perpendicular bisector of AB 

(b) a line parallel to AB 

(r) a circle with AB as diameter 

(d) a circle touching AB at its mid-point 

51. If sin 0 = cos 0 and 0 < 0 < 90°, then 0 is equal to: 

(fl) 90° (b) 60° (c) 45° (d) 30 c 

52. If2 sin 2 0 + cos 2 45° = tan45°andO£0< 90°, then 
tan 0 equals: 


(«) V3 




(c) area (A ABC) (d) twice area of A ABC 

44. ABC is a right-angled triangle, right-angled at C 
and p is the length of the perpendicular from C on AB. If 
a, b, c are the sides of the triangle, then: 


53, If the angles of a triangle are in the ratio 1:1:2, 
then the cosines of the angles will be in the ratio of: 

(a) 1:1:0 (b) 1 :1 : 2 

(c) 1:1 : <2 (d) 1:1:3 

54. If sin 0 + cos 0 = x and sin 0. cos 0 = y, then 


(a) y = ■ 


(b) x = VI + 2y" 
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(c) y = VI - 2x (d) x = 

55. The value of: 


2 ,71. 4 ,7*. • 4 / n \ • 4 / n \ • 

cos 2 (-) - cos’ (-) + sin (-) + sm (~) is: 


16 (b) 16 <c) 16 ^ 16 

56. If x tan 45" cos 60° = sin 60° cot 60°, then x equals: 

(a) 1 (b) l (c) V3 (d) ^ 


57. Tf tan 6 = - and 0° < 0 < 90°, then sin 0 cos 0 equals: 


- „ m + n , . „. 

58. If sec 0 = —f=, then sin 0 is: 

2 Vm« 

, . m - w „, m + n , v , 

« - (& - (0 1 

m + n m-n 

59. If sec A + tan A = 4, then sin A equals: 

, . 8 ... 15 . -8 

( fl ) (b) . ry W 1C 




v ' 15 17 15 v / 17 

60. (1 + cot A - cosec A) (1 + tan A + sec A) equals: 

(«) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

61. (1 - sin 2 A) tan 2 A equals: 

A tu\ A 


(a) tan A (b) sec A 

(c) cot 2 A (d) sin 2 A 

62. The value of tan 0 can be expressed in terms of 


sin 0 as: 


, . sm 0 

(«)—rrr 

1 - sm 2 0 


1 + sin 2 0 


tan 0 tan 0 , 

63. —— -+-is equal to: 

sec 0 — 1 sec 0 + 1 


sin 9 
1 - sin 0 


(a) 2 cosec 0 
(c) 2 tan 0 


(b) 2 sec 6 
(d) 2cot0 


64. If 0 is in the first quadrant and cos 0 = —, then the 

5 

, , Stan 0 - 4cosec 0 . 

value of-is: 

5sec 0 - 4cot 0 


ground are 60° and 45°, then the distance between the 
objects is: 

(a) ~(3-V3)m (b) 100(V3 + 1)m 

(c) 100 (3 - y/3 )m (d) none of the above 

67. From the top of the tower which is 240 meters 
high, if the angle of depression of a point on the ground is 
30°, then the distance of the point from the foot of the 
tower is: 

(a) 40 V3 m (b) 80 V3 m 

(c) 120 V3m (d) 240 \ r 3 m 

68. The angle of elevation of a tower from a point on 
the ground is 30°. At a point on the horizontal line passing 
through the foot of the tower and 100 meters nearer it, the 
angle of elevation is found to be 60°. Then the height of the 
tower is: 


, v 100V3 

(«) j m 

, v 50V3 
(c) —3— m 


(b) 100V3 m 
(d) 50V3 m 


69. A tree is 20 V3 meters high and its shadow on the 
level ground is 20 meters long. Then the angle of eleva¬ 
tion of the sun is: 

(a) 30° (b) 45° (c) 60° (d) 90° 

70. When the population is shown for each of the 
states in India, we have data which arc classified: 

(a) Chronologically (b) Geographically 

(c) Quantitatively (d) Qualitatively 

71. Primary data are preferred over secondary data 
because: 

(a) they are concise and accurate 

(b) they contain no errors 

(c) they show greater details 

(d) they are easily available 

72. The following circular diagrams depict the yield 
of gram. 



If the yield in field A is 400 kg, then the yield in field 


cotA+cotB , , . .... 

65- -:-r, (ZB * ZA), simplifies to: 

tanA + tanB r 


66. From a point 100 meters above the ground, if the 
angles of depression of two points due south on the 


(a) 600 kg (b) 800 kg 

(c) 900 kg (d) 1200 kg 

73. The less-than ogive is a: 

(a) U-shaped curve ( b ) j-shaped curve 

■ (c) S-shaped curve (d) bell-shaped curve 

74. The mean of first 2n natural numbers is: 

, . n + 2 . 2ti +1 
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75. In an examination the average score of ten stu¬ 
dents is 60. If the score of one student is omitted and the 
average score becomes 55, then the score of that student 
must have been: 

(a) 55(b) 115 (c) 105 (d) 60 

76. Which of the following statements are true? 

, 6 4 „ 14 17 

1- 17 > 9 2 ‘ 15 < 19 

„ 11 28 7 6 

3 ' 13 >_ 39 4 ' 11 31 13 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1,2 and 4 ( b ) 2 and 3 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1 and 4 

77. Consider the following statements 

Asucrtum (A): v f 2 is an irrational number. 

Reason (R). K . .. , v 

v2 cannot be written in the form 

1 

where p and q are integers, q * 0 and 
have no other common factor except 1. 

Of these statements: 

(a) both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b ) both A and R are true, but R is wot a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true, but R is false 

(d) A is false, but R is true 

78. 0.4777.is the recurring decimal for the fraction: 

100000 ](K) W 1000 W 90 

79. Which one of the following would hold true for 
an operation * on N, the set of positive integers defined by 
m * n = m"? 

(a) Commutative law does not make sense 

(b) Commutative law holds only when m = n 

(c) Commutative law always holds 

(d) None of the above 

80. If a/ 6(F ■+ Vis - '/l35 = 4x, then the value of x is: 

(a) 0 (b) VlF (c) 2^15 (d) 3'fi5 

81. A post has half of its length in mud, of its length 

in water and 3^- m above the water. The whole length of 
the post is: 

(a) 15m ( b) 20m (c) 25m (d) 27 m 

» 2 - | + ix(|-^)equals: 

. . 3 ... 9 . . 9 24 


(b) 20 m 

... 9 


(c) 25m (d) 27 m 


post in 18 seconds. The speed of the train is; 

(a) 35 km/h (b) 41 km/h 

(c) 45 km/h (d) 54 km/h 

84. A and B can separately do a piece of work in 20 
and 30 days respectively. They work together for some 
time and then B stops. If A completes the rest of the work 
in 10 days, then B has worked for: 

(a) 6 days (b) 12 days 

(c) 16 days (d) 18 days 

85. 'A' takes one hour to dig a pit of ^ x ^ x ^ meters 

dimension, while ‘B' takes one and a quarter hours. If 
workers work for 8 hours per day and 72 pits are required 
to be dug, then 'A' and 'B' together will complete the work 


(a) 4-days 
(c) 5^ days 


( b) 5 days 
(d) 6 days 


83. A train of length 270 meters crosses a telegraph 


86. If the income of x is 20% less than that of y, then 
the income of y is greater than that of x by: 

(a) 20% ( b ) 25% (c) 30% (d) 35% 

87. A man had Rs 2000. He lent a part of this at 5% 

interest and the rest at 4% interest. The total interest he 
received in one year was Rs 92. The money he lent at 5% 
interest was: 

(a) Rsl050 (b) RsllOO 

(c) Rsll50 (d) Rsl200 

88. The amount of Rs 600 will earn Rs 300 as simple 
interest at the rate of 10% per annum in: 

(a) 4 years (b) 5 years 

(c) 6 years (d) 7 years 

89. A person borrowed Rs 5500 from a money-lender 
at the rate of 24% per annum. He lent this amount to his 
friend at the rate of 36% per annum. After two years he 
collected the amount from his friend and paid back the 
amount due to the money-lender. The amount he thus 
earned is: 

(a) Rs8140 (b) Rs6820 

(c) Rs 3960 (d) Rs 1320 

90. The current population of a town is 10,000. If the 
population increases by 10% every year, then the popula¬ 
tion of the town after three years will be: 

(a) 13,000 (b) 13,300 (c) 13,310 (d) 13,330 

91. Six men earn as much as 8 women, 2 women earn 
as much as 3 boys and 4 boys earn as much as 5 girls. If a 
girl earns Rs 50 a day, then the earning of a man would be: 

(a) Rs 115 (b) Rs 125 (c) Rs 135 (<i) Rs 150 

92. The population of two cities A and C are 36,000 
and 64,000 respectively. If the ratio of population of B to A 
is the same as the ratio of population of C to B, then the 
population of B is: 

(a) 50,000 (b) 48,000 

(c) 45,000 (d) 40,000 

93. If the force required to stretch a spring varies 
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directly as the elongation, and if 16 kilograms stretches a 
Certain spring by 4 cm, then the force required to stretch 
the spring by 5 cm is: 

(a) 18 kg (b) 18.5 kg 

(c) 20 kg (d) 20.5 kg 

94. Which of the following statements are true? 

1. 1450210 is divisible by 3. 

2 11111112 is divisible by 6. 

3 300080 is divisible by 8. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

95. The nearest integer to 8485 which is exactly divis¬ 
ible by 75, is: 

(a) 8475 (b) 8500 

(c) 5525 (d) 8550 

96. Mr Sharma bought some mangoes. On the first 
day his family ate one mango and 1 /4th of the remaining 
mangoes. On the second day they ate 2 mangoes and 
l/4th of the remaining mangoes. On the third and final 
day they ate the remaining 3 mangoes. The total number 
of mangoes Mr Sharma purchased was: 

(a) 9 (b) 13 (c) 17 (d) 21 

97. A heap of coconuts is divided into groups of 2, 3 

and 5, and each time one coconut is left over. The least 
number of coconuts in the heap is: 

(a) 31(b) 41 (c) 51 (d) 61 

98. H.C.F. and L.C.M. of two positive integers are 23 

and 11339 respectively. If one of the integers is 391, then 
the other one must be: 

(a) 29(b) 493 (c) 529 (d) 667 

99. Given that Iogio2 = 0.3010, the value of logio64 is: 

(a) 32x0.3010 (b) 64 + 0.3010 

(c) 6 + 0.3010 (d) 6x0.3010 

100. logiolQ + logia 10 2 +.+ logic 10" equals: 


(a) n +1 


(ir + n) n(n + 1) 


(b) n -1 

(d)^ 



(a) 515 cm 2 


(b) 535 cm 2 


(c) 505 cm (d) 525 cm 

105. Starting with a square Si, the squares Sn, n = 2,3, 
.... N are constructed by joining the mid-points of the 
adjacent sides of S n -i. If the side of Si is of length 'a', then 
the area of Sn (in square units), is: 

a 2 fl 2 

(«) <*> h 


W 2 N W (VI)* 

106. Two parallel sides of a trapenzium measure 2 
meters and 3 meters respectively. The prependicular dis¬ 
tance between them is 4 meters. The area of the trapezium 

is: 

(a) 24 m 2 (b) 20 m 2 (c) 12 m‘ (d) 10 m 2 

107. The area of the shaded region in the given figure 



(a) 2a z (it - 2) 


(c) a 2 (n -1) 


(b) — (n-2) 
(d) y(n-l) 


101. If the perimeter of a square field is 4x + 8, then 
its diagonal will be: 

(a) xV2 + 2 (b) 2(x + V2) 

(c) (x + 2)V2 (d) (x + 2V2) 

102. If the base of a parallelogram is (x + 4), altitude 
to the base is (x - 3) and the area is (x 2 - 4), then the actual 
area is equal to: 

(a) 30(b) 32 (c) 60 (d) 64 

103. If the base of a triangle is 15 m and its height is 
12 m, then the height of another triangle of twice the area, 
and a base of 20 m, is: 

(a) 9 m (b) 12 m (c) 4.5 m (d) 18 m 

104. The area of the shaded region shown in the given 
figure is: 


108. In a four-sided field, the longer diagonal is 16 
cm. The perpendiculars from the opposite vertices let fall 
upon the longer diagonal are 10 cm and 12 cm. The area 
of the field is: 

(a) 140 cm 2 (b) 352 cm 2 

(c) 176 cm 2 (d) 280 cm 2 

109. From a cube of 8 m side a square hole of side 2 m 
is punched right through between a pair of opposite faces. 
Tne volume of the remaining solid is: 

(a) 504 m 3 (b) 502 m 3 (c) 480 m 3 (d) 470 m 3 

110. The areas of the 3 adjacent faces of a cuboid are 
5 cm 2 ,8 cm 2 and 10 cm 2 . The volume of the cuboid is: 

(a) 20 cm 3 (b) 23 cm 3 

(c) 25 cm 3 (d) 40 cm 3 

111. Three equal cubes are placed side by side in a 
row. The ratio of surface area of the new cuboid so formed 
to the sum of the surface areas of the 3 cubes is: 

(a) 1:3 (b) 2:3 (c) 4:9 (d) 7:9 
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112 If the diagonal of a cube measures V243 cm then 
its surface area will be* 

(a) 243 cm 2 (b) 486 cm 2 

(c) 648 cm 2 id) 324 cm 2 

113 If the volume of a right pyramid standing on a 
square base of side 14 cm be 1568 cm 1 , then the height of 
the pyramid is 

(a) 16 cm ( b ) 24 cm ( c) 32 cm (d) 8 cm 

114 The total sutface area of the cone of height 4 cm 
and radius 3 cm is (take n = 314) 


(a) 75 36 cm 


(b) 65 94 cm 


(r) 4710 cm' 1 (d) 121 06 cm 

115 A right circular cone is cut half way through its 
axis and parallel to the base The volumes of the two 
portions will be in the ratio of 

(a) 1 5 (b) 16 (c) 1 8 (d) 1 7 

116 A metallic right circular cone of height 9 cm and 
base radius 7 cm is melted into a cuboid whose two sides 
are 11 cm and 6 cm The other side of the cuboid is 

(a) 11 cm ( b) 9 cm (t) 7 cm (d) 5 cm 

117 The n umbei of solid steel balls each of radius 2 
cm that can be made by melting a sphere of radius 8 cm is 

(a) 4 (b) 16 (t) 32 (d) 64 

118 The length ol a c) linder is 8 cm and the radius of 
its base is 3 5 cm The surlace area of the whole cylinder 
is 

( a) 165 0 cm 2 ( b ) 126 5 cm 2 

(r) 214 5 cm 2 (</) 253 0 cm 2 

119 A spheie of radius r is inscribed in a cube The 
volume enclosed between the cube and the sphere is 

4n-, 4rr 


(a) (84 


)» 


(<)(“ 


(b) («-—)» 
(d) (24 - 471 ) 7 ’ 


120 Two cylinders of same volume have their 
heights in the ratio 1 3 The ratio of their radii will be 
(a) V3 1 ( b) 3 1 (0 1 3 (d) 1 V3 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (0 a 4 + b 4 * (a 2 4- bT 2a V 

= |(a 4 b) 2 - 2ab] 2 - 2 (ab) 2 
- [(2 V3) 2 - 2 x 3J 2 2 (3) 2 - 18 

2 (a) Let A = CxE, B = CxD 

LCMof A & B = C xEx D = A D 

, A x B AxCxD . _ 

3 (fe) x> 1 x- 1 > 0 |s — 11 - x — 1 

_ x- 1 f \ x 1 „ 

Given exp =—---= 0 

r 2x -1 a -1 

4 (a) (2q - 3p) (4 q 4- p) - q(8q -lOp) = - 3p 2 (on solving) 

which is non-positive for all p and all q 


5 (d) x 2 ~ x - 6 = (x - 3) (x 4 2) 

x 4- 2 is a factor of f(x) 
f(-2) = 0 (By Factor Theorem) 

6 (a) When p(x) - x 3 4 5x 2 - 3x + 2 is divided by x - 3 

R . p(3) = 3’ + 5(3) 2 - 3(3) 4 2 = 65 

(By Remainder Theorem) 

7 (d) 

8 (d) x 2 -x-2 = (x-2)(x4l),x 2 -l = (x-l)(x4l), 

x 2 - 4 = (x - 2) (x 4 2), x 2 - 3x 4 2 = (x - 1) (x - 2) 
HCF = 1 

9 (c) 

10 ( b ) (a 4- b - c) 2 = a 2 4- b 2 4- c 2 + 2 (ab - be - ca) 

■ 19 4- 2 x 15 = 49 

a4-b-c = ±7 one value lies between 0 & 10 


_ at bi 2 k 

11 (t) For a unique sol — ^ — r c* j* — 


k *-6 


12 (d) FqnofIline^-4 1 or-3x4-2y = 6 (i) 

Eqn of 11 line ^ ^ = 1 ° r 2x 4- y = 2 (it) 

—2 J 8 

On solving (i) & (n) we get x = —, y = — 


H (t) ^ (xm) x (x 4 20)m 2 - 44000m 2 


x(x +20) = 88000 

14 (a) Let his present age be x years 

ATS x 4 15 - 4 (x - 15) x = 25 

. . . _ _ at 1 b i -3 l 

15 (c) x-3y = 5,3x-9v = 15, —= — = —= - 

c_l_5__2. _&i il 

L2 15 3 <?; J,2 12 

This system is consistent but dependent 

16 (c) letl = 7x, B = 5x A = 7x x 5x = 35x 2 

AFS (7x - 5) (5x 4 2)= 35x 2 - 65 x = 5 
L=7x-7x5-35 B = 5 x 5-25 

17 (d) 6 is the root of x 2 - 4x + k = 0 

6 2 - 6 x 4 4-k-0 k - -12 

18 («) The roots of the eqn are equal 

D = b ? - 4ac = 0 

[-2 (5 4 2m)] 2 -4 x 1 - 3(7 + 10m) =0 


m = 2or 


1 


» (6) a + 




a - p = \l(a 4- p) 2 - 4 a P = n( 3 2 - 4 x - = >13 


20 (d) 
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21. (d) a m + o 2 "' = 1 or a m - 2m =« 0 

m 2 - 2m = 0 m = 2 

22. (c) 3 12 x 2 2x = (2 x 3) 12 =2 12 x 3 12 

2 2x = 2 12 or 2x = 12 .\x = 6 

23. ( b) 24. (a) 

25. («) A n B = 11,2,3.50} = B AnC-A 

= 11 , 2 , ..., 100 } 

.-. (AnB)u(AnC) - {1,2,3,...,100} = A 

26. {d) 3x ~ 10 + 2x = 180 x = 38° 

360 

27. ( c) Angle turned by hour-hand in one hr = = 30° 

15 

Angle turned by hour hand in —- hrs 

= 30x“ = 112^° 
4 2 


28. (fc) 29. (<■) 30. (b) 

32. (b, c) mi = slope of AB 


31. (b) 

yz - y\ _ i - (-2) 
*2 - xi 3-0 


| (proved) 


39. (c) 


.' The As are similar 


m 2 = slope of BC = -—- =■ - 1, 
h 0-3 

, 1+2 

m 3 = slope of AD = ——- = -1, 

1 -4 

m 4 = slope of CD = —-—- = 1 . 

Slope of A B = Slope of CD i.e. mi = nu 
AB || CD 

m 2 ~ m 3 , BC || AD, mi x m 3 = -1 
/. AB 1 AD, m 3 x m 4 = -1 .'. AD 1 CD 
.-. (b) & (c) True 

34. (d) v Circumcentre lies on BC 

.•. Circumcentre is the mid pt of BC 

Mid-pt of the hyp. of ( Circumcentre 
a rt A is equidistant of the A is the pt. of 

from all the vertices. intersection of 1 bi¬ 

sectors of sides. 

.'. ZA - 90° or Z in a semicircle = 90° 

„ , . AB BD 10 5 „ „ 

t5 ' ^ AC = DC ° r 6 “ DC ' ° C " 3 Cm 
36. (b) Let the ext. angles be 2x, 3x and 4x 
2x + 3x + 4x = 360 

[ sum of ext. Zs of a A = 360° 

x « 40 

/. Reqd. angles are 2 x 40,3 x 40,4 x 40 
i.e. 80°, 120°, 160“ 
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37. (c) PQ = Vs 2 - 4 2 =3 

A PQR = A ABC (by sss cong. rule) 

38. (c) v AB = AC 

:.Z ABC =Z ACB 
orZ FBC =Z ECB 

1 ZFBC = i ZECB or ZEBC = ZFCB 

2 2 

In A s EBC and KTB 

ZECB = ZFBC ) , 

1 (.proved) 

ZEBC = ZFCB J K 

BC = CB (common) 

.-. A EBC = A FCB (by As A cong. rule) 

„„ , . area of 1st A /if , . 

39. (c) - f - ---- = — I v The As ai 

' area of Had A 

4_ In 2 . 2 

9 = ( I12’ h 2 ~ 3 

40. ( d) Z3 + Z4 = 90“ v ZB AC = 90° 

In A ADB, Z2 + Z4 + Z6 = 180° 

90 + Z4 + Z6 = 180° 

Z4 + Z6 = 180° - 90° = 90° 

.-. Z3 + Z4 = Z4 + Z6 .-. Z3 - Z6 
In As ADB and CDA, 

Z6 = Z3 (proved) 

Z1 = Z2 (each = 90°) 

.’. A ADB - A CDA (by AA corollary) 
In As ADB and CAB, 

ZB = ZB, (common) 

Z2 = ZBAC (each = 90°) 

.-.A ADB-A CAB .(i) 

- In As CDA and CAB, 

ZC = ZC (common) 

Z1 = ZBAC (each = 90°) 

A CDA-A CAB .(») 

From (i) & (ii) 

A ADB-A CDA-A CAB 

41. (e) AH = a, P centroid of A ABC 


AP: PH = 2:1 


2 2 
AP=-AH=|a 


42. (c) 


All Is are equal A is equilateral 
AD1BC.-. BD = -y = | |F COt60 


BD 1 

AD COt6 ° = V3 


BD = ^= = 2V3 .-. BC = 4a/ 3 
Area = -^(BC) 2 = 12V3 




43. (a) In A ABC, AD is the median, 

area (A ABD) * area (A ACD) . (*) 

In A GBC, GD is the median 

area (A GBD) * area (A GCD) .(«) 

Subtracting («) from (i), we get 

area (A AGB) = area (A AGC) . (hi) 

Similarly, area (A AGC) = area (A BGC) (iv) 

From (iu) & ( iv) area (A AGB) * area {A AGC) 

* area (A BGC) 
area (A AGB) + area (A AGC) + area (A BGC) 

* area (A ABC) 

area (A AGB) - “ area (A ABC) 

3 1 

44 (a) area (A ABC) = - ab * ^ F* •' ab = P C 

aV=.pV U r4f.Zj 

1 1 " rtiABC ^ c = 90 " 
.. c 2 = a 2 + b 2 ] 

45 (b) Let the angles be x and 2x 

x + 2x = 180° 

x =- 60° (sum of adj Zs of a (| gm = 180°) 

46 {d) Diagonals of a rhombus, are 1 bisectors of each 

other 

.. side of a rhombus = V8 Z + 6 2 = 10 cm 

47 ( b) PT * Vd 2 - r 2 

{Radius is 1 to the tangent thro' the pt of contact] 

48 (b) ZABC = 105° Z1 - 2 ZABC = 2x 105° > 210° 

Z2 * ZAOC = 360° - 210 * 150° 

ZOAP * 90°, 

ZOCP = 90° I Radius is 1 to 

the tangent thro' 
* thept of contact 

In quad OAPC 

Z2 + ZOAP + ZOCP + ZAPC = 360° 

150° + 90° + 90° + ZAPC « 360° 

A ZAPC 30° 

49. ( b ) The locus of the centre of tire wheel is a line || to 

the path of the wheel at a height of ~ cm 

At 

50. (c) The reqd. Locus is a circle with diameter AB 

(Zin a semi circle = 90°) 

51. ( c) sin 0 * cos 8 *«* * 1 

CO 60 

or tan 0 ** 1 * tan 45 


a 0 as 45 

52. (c) 2 sin 2 0 + cos 2 45 * tan 45 
A 2 sin 2 0 + {-L ) 2 = 1 or 2 

sm 2 © *1 

sin 2 0 a 7 a sin 0 ~ ( O°S0S9O°) 

4 2 

sin 0 = ^ * sin 30 a 0 * 30°, tan 30 * 

53 (a) Let the angles be x,x,2x, x + x + 2x * 180° 

.• x * 45 a angles are 45°, 45°, 90° 
cos 45° cos : cos 45° • cos 90° 

J ‘ , ^'^ :0orl 1 0 

54 ( b) sm0 + cos0 = x 

sin 2 © + cos 2 © + 2 sm 0 cos 0 = x 2 
1 + 2y = x 2 or x = Vl + 2y 

55 (a) Reqd. value 

1 .2 ,^>4 ,1,4 ,^.4 1 1 9 

~ ( 2 } + 2 +( 2 ) ~2 + 16 ~ 16 

1 Vsf 1 

56. (a) x x 1 x — = — x a x * 1 » 

57 (a) tan 6 = “ •. OP = V3 2 + 4 4 =5 


„ 3 4 12 

sm 0 cos 0 =■ r x - = ~ 
5 j z? 


58. (a) sec 9 = 


m +» 
2‘4nw 


cos 0 = 


2Vwh 


m +■» 


sm 


0=VT^¥= VT-(^1) 2 


m + n 


- + »r - 4»ni 

(m + m ) 2 

^ « J(m - itf m - » 

(m + n) 2 »« + n 

59 ( b ) sec A+tanA = 4.. .(i) sec 2 A - tan 2 A = 1 

sec 2 A - tan : A 1 ... 1 

---— = 7 or sec A - tan A = —... .(ti) 

secA + tanA 4 4 ' 

17 17 

Adding (r) & («) 2 sec A * ~ or sec A « -g- 


Subtracting { a) from (*), 2 tan A * 


15 


or tan A= 


15 

8 


sin A: 


tanA 15 
secA " * 17 
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'S 


(1 + cot A” cosec A) (1 + tart A + sec A) 

1 

in 4. ■ ■ ■■»'<■■■ 4- — 

sinA 


,cosA 1 t „ sinA 

MKfarr-—)< 1 + —~ + 


cosA cosA 
cos A + sinA +1 


cosA 


il. (d) 
A. (b) 


l sinA 

. sinA + cosA - 1 . . 

“ ( sinA } ( 

(sinA + cosA ) 2 -1 

SE ■ . .—.. . 

sinAcosA 

sin 2 A + cos 2 A + 2sinAcosA - 1 
sinAcosA 

1 4- 2sinAcosA-l _ 2sinAcosA 
sinAcosA sinAcosA 
62. (b) 

cos 8 = 7 PM = Vs 2 - 3 5 * 4 


) 


) 


= 2 


63. (a) 


5 


5tan9 - 4cosec8 
5sec9 - 4cos8 


3 X — - 4 x — 
S *3 4 

. 5 , 3 : 

5x 3- 4>< 4 

1 


_5_ 

16 


S5. id) 


cot A + cotB tan A tanB 
tanA + tanB tanA + tanB 


1 


tanB + tanA 

. ^ ■W — 

tanA tan B tan A + tan B 

1 cotB 


66. (a) 


tanA tanB tanA 
= cot 45° ■ 1 .-. y = 100 

in A ABC, ~j" - cot 60° = 


x = 


100 

n/3 


100 


Reqd distance * y - x = 100 - -^=- = 100 (1 - ^==) 


l_ V3 
V3*V3 ■ 


= 100 (1 - ^ x _pr ) 


= loon-Y> =1 r (3 "^ 


67. {d) 
*• (<0 


r- = cot 30 = V3 x « 240V3 
240 

bet BC = x 

X 1 h 

7 = cot 60° = ~r~ 
h V 3 


1 


„„„ ■ = tan 30 = => >/3h = 100 + x 

100 4* S3 


* 100 + 


V3 


V3h: 


‘I* 


100 or = 100 or ^ = 100 




'qr,h*56^3, 
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69, (4 ■^^*tan8ortai#®^*« tsm®0 # 

8 — 60° 

70. (4 n. (c) 

72. (c) Yield is directly proportion to area of field 


400 _ ft(2) 
* ~n(3 ) 2 


or x = 900 kg. 


73. ( 6 ) 

74. (lb) Sum of first 2n natural nos. ~^i2n +1) 

.„ 2«(2« + 1) 2 b + 1 

Mean = ——r— = —r— 

2 x 2 h 2 

75. (c) Reqd score of student* 60 x 100-55x9 = 105 

76. (d) 77. (a) 78. (d) 79. (b) 80. (a) 

SI- (b) § + § + y = * x = 20 

82. (d) 

270 

83. (d) Speed of train = -rr- = 15m/sec 

lo 


18 


= 15 x — = 54 km/hr. 

84. (a) A's 10 days' work = x 10 = ^ 

Remaining work = = \ 

1 

/. ~ work was done by both 

1 1 5 

(A and B)'s one day's work = — + — = — 


_L 

12 


(A and B together do the whole job in 12 days) 

1 1 
- of the job was done in! 2 x- = 6 days 

B has worked for 6 days 

85. (b) (A & B)'s one hr'$ work = 1+7 = 7 

9 72 

Their 8 hours' work = 7 x 8 = — 

5 , 5 

72 

.\ Their one day's work = — 

72 

They dig -g-pits in one day 

72 pits wilibe dug in 1 x x 72 = 5 days 

86 . (b) Let Y's income beRs 100 .-. Income of x * Rs 80 

IS income of X is Rs 80, Y's income is Rs 20 mom 
If income of X is Rs 100, Y's income is . 

■ 20 "- ® 

■ ^.x IQ0«25': 








102 . (c) 

103 (d) Area of first A-^-x 13 y 12 - 90m 2 
.. , . _ . . 2 « area of 2nd A 


I leight of 2nd A - 


2 x (2 x 90) 


= 18 in 


104 (d) Reqd atea - \ [itx 14 2 - n > 7 2 ] + 28 x 14 - 14 x 7 

-- 525 cm 2 

105 («) Area of square* Si = a 7 sq units 

S.deofS2^V(|) 2 + (j) 2 -- ^ | = 

2 2 
Area oi S? - (-r-) 2 =- -—Area of Si= — 

\i. *r 

? » 2 a 2 , „ _ 1 

a , —, -7 form a C> P with r = — 

2 4 2 


113 (b) Vol. of a right pyramid 

= ~ (Area of base) x height 

_ 1 . 1568 x 3 _ 

1568 = r x 14 x 14 x h .*. h = —--= 24 cm 

3 14x14 

114 (a) r = 3cmh=4cm . I =^4 2 4 3 2 = 5cm 

Total S A ol a com* =- n r (1 + r) = 314 x 3 (5 + 3) 


= 75 36 cm 2 


115 ( d ) A OAB-AOCD • ~r = -^ 

K ri 

h =y H or H = 2h R = 2r 
Vol of cone C'PB = ^Tti^h 


Vol of tone OQD - ^7tR 2 H = y (2r) 2 * 2h 


Sn a <2 } ^N* 1 

106 (d) Area of a trap ~y (2 + 3) x 4 = 10m 2 

107 (b) Area of shaded region ■=- Area of semicircle 

- Area of A 

1 ,2a .2 1 *3r r ,c 

= - n (-—) - , \2a x V 2a A is rt A 

Let each equal 
side be x 


\k-2] 


x 2 + x 2 = 4a 2 


108 (r) Area of field - - x 16 (10 + 12) = 176 cm 2 

109 (c) Volume of remaining solid = 8^- 2x2x8 

- 480 cm* 

110 («) lb 5tm 2 , bh = 8cm 2 h/=10cm 2 

/~b‘h ? - 5 v 8 \ 10 V = /bh -- v/400 = 20 cm 1 
- 400 

111 (d) 1 ength of new cuboid = 3a 

bieadth - height = a 

S A of new cuboid - 2 [3a x a ■+ a x a •+ a x 3a] 

= 14a 2 

S A of 3 cubes = 3 x 6a 2 = 18a 2 
Reqd ratio = 14a 2 18a 2 -7 9 

112 ( b) Diagonal of a Cube = ^3a = V243 a = 9 cm 

S. Area of a cube = 6? 2 = 6 x 9 2 = 486 cm 2 


n J ^ 7 1 

Vol of remaining cone - nrh - •= - 7 U‘h 

1 7 

.• Reqd ratio yi 2 h ^-itrh- 1 7 

116 (c) Ilx6xh-y“x7.*7\9 h--7<m 

4 3 

— < 7r x X 

117 (d) No ot balls = ~ -= 64 

4 „ ■> 

^•n(2> 

118 (d) SA of whole cylinder = 2 7t r (r t h) 

= 2 x y x 3 5 (3 5 + 8) -= 253 0 cm 2 

119 (6) Side of cube = diameter of sphere = 2r 

Vol of a cube = (2r)* = 8r* 

4 s 

Vol of a sphere = yr 

Vol. enclosed between cube and the sphere 


= Sr 1 - - it r 1 = (8 - -it)r 


120 (a) Vi = Vi xcri2h1 * JW22h2 j~=y 

r\ In 3 n V3 

r?“ftl “T ” r 2 = 1 
Orri: r2 = V3": 1 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

Orissa Subordinate Staff Selection Commission Exam 

22nd October, 1995 


1. Who among the following personalities was not 
the President of India? 

(a) Zakir Hussain 

(b) G.S. Pathak 

* (c) B.D. Jatti 

(d) N.S. Reddy 

2. Identify the wrong matching: 

(a) Formosa—Taiwan 

(/>) Persia—Iran 

(r) Mesopotamia—Iraq 

(d) Congo—Zambia 

3. Antigen is a substance which: 

(a) lowers the body temperature 

(b) destroys harmful bacteria 

(r) stimulates formation of anti-body 
(d) is used against poison 

4. Seismograph is used for: 

(a) measuring thickness of earth's crust 

(b) reading the intensity and origin of earthquake 
shocks 

(c) measuring density of milk 

(d) None of these 

5. Which of the following sources is an example of 
renewable energy? 

(a) Coal ( b) Petroleum 

(c) Bio Gas ( d ) Natural Gas 

! 6. Air is more polluted because of: 

(а) Carbon dioxide 

(б) Nitrogen 
(r) Oxygen 

(d) Carbon Monoxide 

7. Who among the following was sentenced to 
death? 

(a) Z.A. Bhutto (b) Mujibur Rehman 

(c) R. Premadasa (d) All of them 


8. In which year Israel-P.L.O. accord was signed? 

(a) 1984 ( b) 1987 

(c) 1991 (d) 1993 

9. Which of the following subject was passed in the 
61st Amendment Act of the Indian Constitution? 

(a) Goa became a State of India 

(b) Hindi version of the Constitution officially 
accepted 

(c) State Governments were empowered to raise 
professional tax 

(d) None of these 

10. Out of the following which is the function of 
Attorney General of India? 

(a) Control of State expenditures and accounts 

(b) Control and conduct of elections 

(?) Legal advice to Central Government 

(d) Arbitration between the Centre and States 

11. MODVAT is the name of: 

(a) a book 

(b) Satellite 

(c) A tax imposed on the final product 

(d) A tribal group 

12. What is inflation? 

(a) Expansion of rubber 

(b) Too much of goods 

(e) Rise in the value of money 
(d) Continuous rise in prices 

13. Which sector got the highest amount of Plan out¬ 
lay during the 8th Five-Year Plan? 

(a) Agriculture 

(b) Service 

(c) Mining and quarring 

(d) Manufacturing 

14. Which is the largest river in the world? 

(a) Nile 


FEBRUARY’96 COMPETITION MASTER 641 


^ (ft) Missouri-Mississippi 

(c) Ganga 

(d) Amazon 

15. Bastille prison is hr 

(a) Paris (ft) Berlin 

(r) London (if) Rome 

16. The country which produces highest quantity of 
sugarcane is: 

(a) India (ft) Malaysia 

(c) Cuba ( d) China 

17. In which year was East-India Company estab¬ 
lished? 

(a) 1492 (ft) 1590 

(c) 1600 (d) 1604 

18. In which year the first Indian railway line started 
functioning’ 

(a) 1787 (b) 1839 

(c) 1853 (d) 1858 

19. Treaty of Versailles was signed in: 

(a) London (ft) Berlin 

(r) Vienna (if) None of these 

20. Which country fought Hundred Years War 
against England? 

(a) Russia (b) Germany 

(c) Prance (if) Spain 

21 In which year was the Khilafat Movement 
started? 

(b) 1920 
(if) 1925 

22. The National Botanical garden is located in: 

(a) Bangalore (b) Lucknow 

(c) Calcutta (if) Dehradun 

23 Central Leather Research Institute is located in. 
(n) Madras (b) Kanpur 

(c) Calcutta (i/) Paridabad 

24. The headquarter of the U.N is located at: 

(it) New York (/?) Paris 

(c) Washington (if) Geneva 

25. Which Article of the Constitution of India em¬ 
powers the Parliament to amend the Constitution? 

(it) 370 (b) 368 

(c) 390 (d) 376 


(«) 1911 
(r) I9f7 


26. A judge of the Supreme Court can hold office 
upto the age of: 

(a) 58 years (b) 62 years 

(c) 60 years (if) 65 years 

27. The maximum proportion of Central budget for 
1994-95 outlay was allocated to which sector? 

(«) Energy 


(ft) Industry and Minerals . 

(c) Transport 
(if) Communication 

28. Which of the following taxes is not shared by the 
Central Government with the States? 

(a) Union Excise Duties 
(ft) Customs duty 

(c) Income tax 

(d) Estate duty 

29. Which State is the leading producer of cocoanut? 

(a) Assam (ft) Kerala 

(e) Tamil Nadu (if) Karnataka 

30. Who are the 'Moplas'? 

(if) Tribals of Madhya Pradesh 
(ft) Ancient inhabitants of Goa 
(r) Muslim Tribals of Kerala 
(if) Christians of Coorg 

31. The Ocean covers approximately how much per¬ 
centage of the earth's surface? 

(n) 50% (f>) 60% 

(c) 70% (if) 80% 


32. The distance between consecutive longitudes at 
the Poles is: 

(a) (1 km (!>) 18 km 

(c) 25 km (if) 10 km 

33. Plants receive theii nutrients mainly from* 

(a) Chlorophyll (ft) Atmosphere 

(r) Light (if) Soil 

34. Potato is a modified form of: 

(a) Root (ft) Fruit 

(r) Stem (if) leal 

35. Shortsightedness can be corrected by 
■ (a) Concave lens 

(ft) Convex lens 

(c) Concave-Convex lens 

(if) Convex-Concave lens 

36. Classical dance style of Andhra Pradesh is: 

(a) Kathakali (ft) Ku<;hipudi 

(c) Odissi (if) Bharat Natyam 

37. Bauxite is an important ore of: 

(a) Aluminium (ft) Zinc 

(c) Copper (if) Mica 

38. Which country leads in the production of asbes- 


(a) India (ft) Canada 

(c) Russia (if) U.S.A. 

39. Who is the author of the book "War and Peace"? 
(a) Adam Smith (b) Leo Tolstoy 
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(c) T.S. Eliot (d) James Joyce 

40. Which country hosted the First Asian Games? 

(a) Indonesia (b) U.S.S.R. 

(c) India (d) China 

41. Which game was introduced in 1988 Olympics? 

(a) Tennis (b) Table Tennis 

(c) Badminton (d) Rowing 

42. Diego Garcia is situated in the: 

(a) Pacific Ocean (b) Indian Ocean 

(c) Atlantic Ocean (d) Arctic Ocean 

43. Hindustan Shipyard is located at: 

(a) Madras (b) Bombay 

(c) Cochin (d) Vishakhapatnam 

44. Theology is the study of: 

(a) Earthquake (b) Religion 

(c) Animal life (d) Plants 

45. Cooking oil can be converted into vegetable ghee 
by the process of: 

(a) Hydrogenation ( b ) Distillation 

(r) Crystallisation ( d ) Oxidation 

46. Who was the first woman President of Indian 
National Congress? 

(a) Sarojini Naidu (6) Annie Besant 
(r) Vijay Laxmi Pandit (d) Indira Gandhi 

47. Who is the author of the book "Uncle Tom's 
Cabin"? 

(a) John Ruskm (b) James Jeans 

(r) H.G. Wells (d) H.B. Stowe 

48. Earth moves from: 

(a) East to West (!>) WesttoF.ast 

(r) South to North (d) North to South 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1, (b) 2. (d) 3. (c) 

4. (i b) 5. (c) 6. (a) 


7. (a) 

8. (d) 

9. (d) 

10. (c) 

11. (c) 

12. (d) 

13. (a) 

14. (a) 

15. (a) 

16. (c) 

17. (c) 

18. (r) 

19. (d) 

20. (c) 

21. (b) 

22. ( b ) 

23. (a) 

24. (a) 

25. (b) 

26. (d) 

27. (a) 

28. (b) 

29. (b) 

30. (c) 

31. (c) 

32. (a) 

33. (d) 

34. (a) 

35. (a) 

36. (b) 

37. (a) 

38. (b) 

39. (b) 

40. (c) 

41. (c) 

42. (b) 

43. (d) 

44. (b) 

45. (a) 

46. (b) 

47. (d) 

48. (b) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 

Find out the missing number: (a) -andx (b) +and + 

1 6, 9,14, , 30 (c) x and + (d) x and + 


(a) 17 (b) 19 (t) 23 (d) 21 

(e) None of these 

2 129,8,121,9,112, ,119,87 

(a) 25 (b) 10 (c) 16 (d) 31 

(e) None of these 

3 124,85,112,102, ,119,88 

(fl) 107 ( b ) 96 (c) 105 (d) 100 

(e) None of these 

4 2,3,10,15, 

(a) 21 (b) 26 (c) 24 (d) 22 

(e) None of these 

5 87,78,63,36, ,94 

(a) 52 (b) 49 (t) 45 (d) 71 

(t) None ot these 

6 1 1,4,8,9,27,16, 

(a) 24 (b) 32 (c) 64 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

7 7 ,15,23,38,61 

(<J) 10 (b) 12 (f) 9 (d) 8 

(e) None of these 

8 2,5,9, ,37,75,149 

(a) 13 ( b) 17 (r) 19 (d) 23 

(e) None ot these 

In questions 9 to 13, four out of f i ve pairs of numbers 
have similar relationship while one is different Your 
task is to find this odd-man out 

9 (a) 6 37 (b) 12 (r) 3 16 

( d ) 5 26 (e) 7 50 

10 (a) 9 43 (b) 4 18 H 1 3 

(d) 10 48 (e) 6 27 

11 (a) 10 6 (6) 100 52 (<) 2 2 

(d) 22 12 (t) 16 9 

12 (a) 2 9 (£») 4 65 (t) 6 127 

(d) 1 2 (<>) 3 28 

13 (a) 5 12 ( b) 9 20 (t) 3 8 

(d) 11 24 (e) 6 16 

Qs 14. to 16 Correct the following equations by 
inter-changing two signs (Use BODMAS for calcula¬ 
tions) 

14 (8 h 4) - (36 + 12) x 6 = 35 

(a) -* and - (b) - ami x 

(i) +andx (d) ^and- 

(e) None of these 

15 {(21 - 3) + (4 5)| x 2 - 4 


(d) None of these 

16 28 + 32 - 4 - 2 x 6 = 32 
(a) + and x 

(i>) +and + 

(f) + and - 

(d) x and + 

(e) None of these 

Which would be the next set in the series. 

17 CF, Df, EH, FK, ’ 



{a) GN 

(b) HO 

(c) HN 


(d) GO 

(c) NS 


18 

BDG, HJM, NPS, TVY, 7 



(a) XZA 

(b) WXZ 

(0 ZAD 


(d) ZBI) 

(c) ZBE 


19 

A 7, CX, IV, GT, 

■> 



(a) IK 

(b) HS 

(c) HR 


(d) IS 

(0 IQ 


20 

QSR, UWV \^4Ctn, f 



(a) FHCt 

(b) HGI 

(i) Gill 


(d) FUI 

(e) HJI 



Questions 21 to 25 are based on the letters used m 
the word FINGERPRINT 

21 Which popular woid can be formed with 2nd 
6th, 9th and 11th letters of the word 7 If no such word can 
be formed, write X 

22 I low man) lttters occur twice in the word 7 

(a) 4 (h) 3 (0 2 (d) 1 

(e) None of these 

23 Which letter is in the middle of 8th letter trom the 
right and 6th lettei from the left 7 

(a) E (b) R (c) P (d) C. 

(e) None of these 

24 How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as they have in Hie alphabetical order 7 

(a) None ( b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

(e) 4 

25 l our out of the five words given below are related 
to the lead word in a similar way Find out tht one that is 
different 

(a) RANG! 

(b) SPRING 

(c) FIGURE 

(d) EARING 
'*) PRINTING 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Qs. 26 to 55. Given below are two sets of figures, the 'Problem Figures' and the 'Answer Figures' marked A, B, 
C, D and E. You have to find out which figure from A, B, C, D and E would be the next one in the series of Problem 
Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 


V ^ V 





_ S-i O V 

« R dd R Y 


a D V Q D 
AD □ 


«= □ © 0 
® V 


o □ 


o O © □ 

© o © 

© o © 





V ° A A 

■+ fi + CD gio gio g 



•T\ 

rv 

v-r 


rv rv v> ^ 
v> a m 

F"\ ^ 


* v * 6 


6 


—o 


0 

A BY 
Ye®*? 


» D C 


^ o r\ 
o a n 

w p~\ w 

w u n 


». ?Tt t?T 


xe * 



d> 


0 — I 


© Y ! A © 

A Y A0 
0 S Y O 



4>- f 




O r\ r\ r\ rs r\ 

s~\ \u r\ r\ 

rs <u w r\ rs 

U U w w w w 


ftA 1?T UA 

—C Q— □— 


* I *®y 




cccc 

>>> 

B" 

R v 

R 

CCCC 

<« 

O Y 
vd 

A 

VD 

y 

A □ 

□ 

D 

D 

a 

10 

V rj 

□ 


□ 



o © 

© 

C- o 

0 


V 

0 V 

A 

® 

0 Aw 

o 

0 

C 5 

w □ 

0 






A W ¥ A 
o g g s o fc 


*~\ rv kj r*i r* <r\ ^ n, >r\ rv 

v/ v_p *~\ v_A ^ rv ^ 

kj ks 




* V * 

. V $ A 

6 <6 Cl 






E 

Y 

© Y 


0 

Y 

0 A 


o— <— 


0 E S 

Y A Y 
© A e Y © A 






r\ r\ 
w ^ 
r\ 

coc 

occ 

oo 

CD CD 

r\ r\ 
w 
w 

r\ rs 
w ^ 

AAT 

□— 

?Yt 

E3— 

ATT 
— □ 

ATT 

B— 

TU 

—a 

* ®X 

* X 


®X 

#ex 


<b 

X 

5* 
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A 


9 

i 

A 
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r 

n 
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mi 

D9 

O W 1 
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m 

BO 

-h o 

T Vo 

1 CJO 

+AT 

II 

IB 

-^ 

q1 - 

r*> 

-Y-U 

<3-t- 

*— 
—jO 

B 

X 

X 

X 

X 

L° 1 



Lj' “jJ 

|oo oj 


u 


V 


w 


ft 

* 

E3 

* 

5 

_ . 

5 

5 

5 ' 

$ 

1 T 0 

+ Ve 



/J; 0 

WV + 

I n* 0 

oV + 

o — t 

o — f 

- Tp-O 

«—1 

_ik_o 

<*— 
—tr> 

X 


\ /* 
X 

X: 

X> 

| o o o | 

p h 

9 

gj| 

|„ooJ 

|oo ooj 
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Find the odd-man out: 



_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (d) The numbers have difference of 3, 5, 7, 9... respec¬ 

tively. 

2. (o) 129 - 8 = 121; 121 - 9 = 112; 112 -25 = 87... 

3. (d) There are two series, one with a difference of 12; 124, 

112.. . and the other with a difference of 17, 85, 102, 

119.. . 

4. (b) The series is l 2 + 1; 2 2 — 1;3 2 + 1; 4 2 — 1... 

5. (b) Make sets of two and reverse the digits of the first 

number. 

6. (c) The series is, l 2 ; l 3 ; 2 2 ; 2 3 ; 3 2 ; 3 3 ... 

7. (a) Go on adding the numbers, 7 + 8 = 15; 8 + 15 = 23... 

8. (c) The series is, 2 x 2 +1; 5 x 2-l;9x2 + l; 

19x2-1... 

9. ( c) The series is x: x z +1 

10. (e) The numbers are x : 5x - 2 


x 

11. ( b ) The numbers are x + 1 

12. ' (c) The numbers are x: x 3 +1 

13. (e) The numbers are x: 2x + 2 

14. (c) 15. (b) 16. (c) 17. (d) 18. (e) 

19. (a) 20. (c) 21. TRIP 22. (b) INR 23. (a) 

24. (d) FIN G[§ R P R[T]n T; 

FINGE0PRI 0T; 

F I N G E R(?jR I N[T] 

25. (e) All the other words have one letter which does not 

occur in the word FINGERPRINT. 


Qs. 26 to 55. For answering these questions, each figure has to 
be considered and studied individually as well as in relationship 
with other figures. The following points mag serve as guideline for 
solving these questions. 

(0 The figure may turn upside down, rotate clock- 
wise/anti-ciockwise, swing or change direction from 
right to left or vice-versa. (Example, Qs. 28,34,46,47 etc.) 
(ii) The figures may go round clockwise, anti-clockwise, 
right and left, up or down, comer to corner or may move 
from certain point to another one at a regular pace or 
increasing or decreasing its pace. (Example, 27, 28, 38 
etc.) 

(Hi) The figures may change their size or shape with each 
step. (Example, square in question 34, line in question 39 
etc.) 


(iv) Some figures may disappear or reappear after a certain 
interval—(Example, Qs. 28, 48 etc.), while some figures 
. may be added with each step. (Example Qs. 29,31,35,45, 
52 etc.) 

,(v) Small figures may have a definite movement along big 
figures they are attached to. (Example Qs. 39,46,50 etc!) 
(vi) Figures may interchange places. Also some figures in a 


remaining in another way. (Example, Qs. 33, 37, 42 etc.) 

26. E 

27. B 

28. B 

29. B 

30. A 

31. D 

32. C 

33. E 

34. E 

35. C 

36. A 

37. D 

38. A 

39. B 

40. D 

41. B 

42. E 

43. A 

44. D 

45. C 

46. A 

47. E 

48. C 

49. E 

50. B 

51. C 

52. D 

53. A 

54. C 

55. E 

Qs. 56 to 65, Study the relationship of figures among the first 

set and nwteh it with second set. 



56. A 

57. C 

58. C 

59. E 

60. B 

61. D 

62. D 

63. E 

64. A 

65. A 


66. C. In all the others the two figures are similar. 

67. E. In all the others two similar lines are cut by a different 

type of line. Here, all are similar curves. 

68. D. In ail the others, the big and the small figures are 

similar. 


69. C. The number of arrows should be one less than the 

other figures. 

70. B. The lines of pattern are wrong. 

71. D. Two edges should have pattern on the same side. 

72. B. In all the others two figures are big and three are small. 

73. A. All the others have two curves and one straight line. 

74. C. In all the others, all the lines of figures are of equal 

dimension. 

75. D. In all the others, the figure inside has one arm extra, 

this one has two. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


(Questions 1-29 were asked in BSRB (Delhi) P.O. Examination, 
29.10.95) 

Answer questions 1-5 on the basis of die following 
alphabets: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

1. Four out of the five sets of letters given below are 
alike in regard to their position in alphabet and hence form a 
group. Which of the following does not belong to the group? 

(a) BDF (b) 1KG (c) QOM 

(d) RTW (c) IKM 

2. What comes in place of question-mark in following 
letter sequence: 

JXG; HTJ; FPN; ?; BUY 

(a) DLS (b) ELS (c) DLR 

(d) DLT (f) None of these 

3. Which of the following comes in place of question- 
mark? 

BC : YX :: EF: ? 

(fl) UV (b) VU (c) WV 

(< 1) VW (?) None of these 

4. If the sequence of the alphabet is reversed, which of 
the following would he Nth letter from your left? 

(a) N (b) L (c) O 

(d) P (?) None of these 

5. 11 the second half of the alphabet is reversed, then 
which of the following would be 9th letter to the right of 8th 
letter from your left 7 

l a) X (h) Q (c) W 

(d) D (?) None of these 

6 If'+' means divided by,means multiplied by, 'x' 
means minus and + means plus, which of the following would 
be the value of expression, 16 ->-8-4+2x4? 

(a) 16 (b) 44 (c) 32 

(d) 28 (r) None of these 

7. In a certain code, ‘nee muk pic' means 'grave and 
concern', 'ill die so' means 'every body else' and 'tur muk so' 
means 'soul and body' 

What would be the aide for 'every concern'? 

(a) ill nee (b) pic nee (c) die pic 

(d) Cannot be determined (c) None of these 

8. How many even numbers are there in the following 
sequence of numbers which are immediately followed by an 
odd number as well as immediately preceded by an even 
number 

86768932753422355228119 
(<0 1 (b) 3 (c) 5 

(<#) 6 (e) None of these 

9. Which of the following would come in place of ques* 
tion-mark? 

class-room: black-board:: cinema : ? 

(a) light (b) film (c) projector 

(d) balcony (e) screen 

ID. In a row of boys Raman is 14th from the right and 13th 


from the left. How many boys are there in the row? 

(a) 27 ( b ) 28 (c) 25 

(d) Cannot be determined (?) None of these 

11-15. Read the information given below and answer 
questions 11-15. 

(a) There is a family of six members. A, B, C, D, E and F. 

(b) There are two married couples and the family mem¬ 
bers belong to three generations. 

(c) Each member has a distinct choice of colour among 
green, yellow, black, white, red and pink. 

(d) No lady member likes green or white. 

(e) C, who likes black cotour is the daughter-in-law of E. 
(/) B is the brother of F and son of D and likes pink 

(g) A is grand-mother of F and F does not like red. 

(h) The wife of the husband whose choice is green, I kes 
yellow colour. 

11. Which of the following is one of the married couples? 

(a) CD ( b ) DA (c) AC 

(d) Cannot be determined ( c) None of these 

12. How many male members are there in the family? 

(a) 2 ( b) 3 (c) 4 

(d) Cannot be determined (e) None of these 

13. Which of the following is true about F? F is the ... 

(a) brother of B (b) sister of B 

(c) Either brother or sister of B (d) daughter of C 

(e) None of these 

14. Which one is the colour preference of A? 

(a) red ( b ) yellow (c) red or yellow 

(d) Cannot be determined (e) None of these 

15. Which of the following is the choice colour-combina¬ 
tion of one of the couples? 

(a) yellow-red ( b) green-black (c) red-yellow 

(d) yellow-green (e) None of these 

Study the following information and answer questions 
16 and 17. 

hijbmatton: A, B, C, D, E and F are seated in a circle facing 
the centre. D is between F and B; A is second to the left of D 
and second to the right of E. 

16. Who among the following is facing D? 

(«) C (b) A (c) E 

(d) Can't be determined (?) None of these 

17. Who is facing A? 

(a) B (b) F (c) BorF 

(d) D (e) None of these 

Study foe following information and answer questions 
18 and 19. 

Information: Jayesh is taller than Mohan but shorter than 
Ashok; Shashi is taller than Mohan but shorter than Vijay. 

18. Who is the shortest? 

(a) Jayesh ( b ) Shashi (c) Vijay 

(d) Cannot be determined (?) None of these 

19. Who is foe tallest? 
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(a) Ashok (b) Vijay (c) AshokorVijay 

(d) Canm>t be determined (e) None of these 

20. Four out of five are alike in a certain way and thus 
form a group. Which of the following-does not belong to this 
group? 

(a) 1995 (b) 1998 (r) 1991 

(d) 1996 (e) 1990 

21. How many pairs of letters (from both directions) are 
there in the word 'CONVENT' which have as many letters 
between them in the word as in the alphabet? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (r) 3 

'(d) None (e) None of these 

Study the following information to answer questions 
22-24. 

Information: Five plays A, B, C, D and E are to be staged 
from Monday to Friday of a week. 

On each day only one play would be staged. 

E should be immediately followed by C. 

B should be staged immediately after D. 

D or E should not be either the first or the last to be staged. 
One play should be staged between A and B. 

22. Which is the correct sequence of plays? 

(a) AECDB ( b ) ADBCF. (c) BDAEC 

(d) DBECA (a) None of these 

23. Which play was staged on the first day? 

(a) A ( b ) B (c) C 

(d) Cannot be determined ( e) None of these 

24. Which of the plays was staged on Wednesday? 

(o) BorC (b) B (c) A 

(d) Can't be determined (c) None of these 

Qs. 25 to 29. Each of the following questions has a 
question and two statements marked I and II. You have to 
decide whether the data provided in the statements is suffi¬ 
cient to answer the question. Read both the statements care¬ 
fully and give the answer: 

(a) if the data given in statement I alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in state¬ 
ment 11 alone isn't sufficient to answer the question. 

(b) if the data given in statement II alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data provided in state¬ 
ment 1 alone isn't sufficient to answer the question. 

(c) Either the data provided in statement I alone or II 
alone is sufficient to answer the question. 

(d) The datas provided in both the statements are not 
sufficient to answer the question. 

(<■) The datas given in both the statements are needed to 
answer the question. 

25. What is Meena’s rank in her class? 

I. There are 26 students in her class. 

II. There are 9 students who have scored less than 
Meena. 

(<J) □ ( b) U (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

26. The cost of kit is solely based on the number of leaves. 
How many leaves does the kit have? 

I. The cost of kit of medium size is Rs 850. 

II. The small size kit contains 55 leaves. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

27. In a certain number language 297 means 'tie clip 
button', which number means 'button'? 


I. In that language 926 means 'dip your tie'. 

II. In that language 175 means 'hole and button'. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

28. What is the distance between A and B? 

I. Journey between A and B can be performed by 
rail. 

II. Railway time-table gives the distanceof rail jour¬ 
ney. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) LI (e) □ 

29. At what time does the office start working? 

I. Some employees reach office at 9.30 A.M. 

II. Some employees leave office at 4.30 P.M. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Find the odd-man out: 


30. (a) triangle 

(6) prism 

(c) square 

(d) circle 

(e) hexagon 


31. (a) hook 

(b) bait 

(c) line 

(d) fish 

(«■') trap 


32. (a) yen 

(b) lira 

(c) rupee 

(d) taka 

(<’) pint 

33. (a) hammer 

(b) chisel 

(r) spade 

(d) saw 

(c) screwdriver 


Qs. 34 to 38. Words in the following questions are writ¬ 
ten in code, each small letter representing one capital letter. 
Your task is to find out the right code for letter in the box: 


34. A Qf] O U N D 


(«) q 0>) f 

(c) y 

(d) k 

(c) c 

(0 b 

35. I N S U R [¥] 

(a) h (b) k ( c ) q 

(d) z 

(c) c 

(/) x 

36. W A N [VJ 
(a) f (b) c 

E D 

(c) £ 

«0 l 

(£') y 

(0 h 

37. REM [AJ 
(a) c (b) x 

I N 

(c) P 

(d) h 

(e) f 

(0 k 

38. nriT R A I 

(a) g (b) 2 

N 

(c) k 

(d) c 

(<’) x 

0) f 


Questions 39 to 42 are based on the information given 
below: 

In a certain city, the market, temple, hospital, school, bank, 
post-office and Prabhat's house are situated as follows: 
Prabhat's house is 3 km to the west of Bank. 

Hospital is 3 km to the west of Post Office. 

School is 2 km to the south of market. 

Hospital is 3 km to the north of Prabhat's house. 

Market is 3 km to the east of temple. 

Bank is 4 km to the south of temple. 

There is only one road that joins the school with foe 
market. 

All the other places are connected together by either north 
and south or east and west roads. 

39. Which three places lie in a single straight line? 

(a) Temple, Bank and Prabhat's house. 

(b) Prabhat's house. Bank and Hospital. 

(c) The Temple, School and Market. 

(d) Post Office, Bank and Temple 

( e ) None of these 

40. Which two places are the farthest? 
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(a) Hospital and Bank 

(b) Market and Prabhat's house 

(c) School and Hospital 
(4) Market and Bank 
(e) None of these 

41. How far is Prabhat's school from his house by road? 
(In kilometres) 

(») 12 ( b ) 9 (c) 15 

(d) 8 (e) None of these 

42. Prabhat's father wants to fetch his son from the school 
at 3.30 P.M. but on his way, he has to visit a patient in the 
hospital for 10 mts, has 20 mts work at the bank, 5 mts work 
at the Prat Office. He also wants to stop at the temple for 5 mts 
and has a shopping list that would take 20 mts in the market. 
At what time should he start from home to reach the school at 
3.30 P.M. exactly and finish all these works on way if the 
average speed at which he drives his car is 30 km per hour? 

(a) 2.12 P.M. (b) 2.36 P.M. (c) 1.54 P.M. 

(d) 1.48 P.M. (c) None of these 

43. At what time would they return home if they drive at 
the same speed, i.e. 30 km per hour. 

{a) 3.54 P.M. (b) 3.48 PM. (c) 3.52 PM. 

(d) 4.02 PM. (<?) None of these 

In each question below arc given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
ginm statements to be true even if they seem at variance with 
commonly known filets. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements' 

44. 1. Ail friends are cheats. 

2. Some cheats are neighbours. 

Conclusions: 

1. All friends are neighbours. 

II. Some neighbours are friends. 

III. Some cheats are not friends. 

IV. No friend is a neighbour. 

(a) Only I and fll follow. 

(b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Either 111 or IV follows. 

(d) Both 1 and IV follow. 

(e) Only II follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All flowers are trees. 

2. All trees are worms. 

Conclusions: 

1. All trees are flowers. 

II. Some worms are flowers. 

III. All flowers are worms. 

IV. Some worms are neither tree nor flower. 

(«) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only III follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. 

• (d) Only II and III follow. 

( e ) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some farmers are land-lords. 

2. Some doctors are land-lords. 

Conclusions: 

I. Every land-lord is either doctor or farmer. 

II. Some land-lords are neither farmer nor doctor. 


III. Some land-lords are doctors as well as farmers. 

IV. The farmers who are not land-lords are doctors. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(cj Only 111 and IV follow. 

(a) All the conclusions follow. 

(e) Only one from I, II and III follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some singers are painters. 

2. All painters ar dancers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some singers are dancers. 

II. Some dancers are painters. 

III. Some singers are not painters. 

IV. Some painters are singers. 

(a) Only I, II and III follow. 

(b) Only II, III and IV follow. 

(c) All the conclusions follow. 

(d) Only I, III and IV follow. 

(f) Only III and IV follow. 

Statements: 

48. 1. All books are pamphlets. 

2. All magazines are pamphlets. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some pamphlets are books as well as magazines. 

II. Every pamphlet is either book or magazine. 

III. No pamphlet is book as well as magazine. 

IV. All magazines are books. 

(a) Either I or III follows. 

(b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Only I and II follow. 

(rf) Only 11 and IV follow. 

(<■) Only II and III follow. 

Statements: 

49. 1. Some pots are clothes. 

2. Some clothes’are shoes. 

Conclusions : 

1. Some pots are shoes. 

II. All clothes are pots. 

III. All shoes are clothes. 

IV. All shoes are pots. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

(d) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

50. 1. Some cities are factories. 

2. All mines are cities. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some cities are mines. 

II. Some factories are not cities. 

HI. All cities are mines. 

IV. Some factories are neither city nor mine. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Either I or III follows. 

(c) Either II or IV follows. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) All the conclusions follow. 

Statements: 

51. 1. Some teachers are businessmen. 

2. All doctors are businessmen. 

Conclusions: 

I. All businessmen are teachers as well as doctors. 
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i II. No teacher is a doctor. 

III. Some teachers are not businessmen. 

IV. Some doctors are not businessmen. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only Ill follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered l, II and 111. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions aiul decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

'52. High level leaders don't prefer to shift from National 
politics to State politics. 

Assumptions: 

I. States do not hold very important position in 
politics. 

II. State politics is inferior to national politics. 

III. National level of politics is more important than 
the State level. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. As soon as the militants stepped into the street, the 
shop-keepers pulled down their shutters and traffic came to a 
halt. 

Assumptions: 

I. The sight of militants meant trouble. 

II. The business community and the general public 
on the streets did not want any confrontation 
with the militants. 

III. The people of that particular area knew the 
militants by sight. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. ( b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

(d) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

54. Every sensible person realizes that religion and 
politics should not be mixed together. 

Assumptions: 

I. If religion is mixed with politics, the political 
leaders use certain elements to create communal 
discord. 

II. Persons, who are not sensible, believe that 
religion is a part and parcel of politics. 

III. Political leaders have no religious feelings. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. A Jain monk discussed fundamentals of Jainism in¬ 
cluding non-violence, peaceful co-existence and environmen¬ 
tal protection with the President of America. 

Assumptions: 

I. The President had invited him to America. 

II. These virtues are not preached by any other 
religion. 

III. The American President was quite ignorant 
about the fundamentals of Jainism. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 


(b) Only II and IIP are implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit, (d) Only I and III are implicit, 
(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

56. Efforts are being made to revive Sikkim's traditions 
handicrafts industries of wool-weaving and wood-work. 
Assumptions: 

I. The artisans were not getting sufficient value o; 
their products. 

II. Other occupations were more paying. 

III. The government is particular about preserving 
traditional crafts. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

c) Only I and III are implicit. 

d) All are implicit. (e) Only III is implicit. 

Statement: 

57. A report observes that if the whole of India had bird 
and child death rates similar to Kerala, die country wouk 
have ten million fewer births and 1.5 million fewer infan 
deaths. 

Assumptions: 

I. Kerala has done wonderful job in controllinj 
population and bringing down infant mortality 
rate. 

II. Kerala has more doctors than other parts of thi 
country. 

III. Kerala is the only state where the family welfari 
programme hasbeen launched. 

(a) Only I is implicit. ( b ) Only I and II are implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit, (d) Only II and III are implicit. 
(c) All the three are implicit. 

Statement: 

58. In the Banswara district of Rajasthan, women havi 
learnt the necessary skills for maintenance of handpumps am 
thus have improved and regularized their water supply. 
Assumptions: 

I. The literacy among women in Banswara is cen 
per cent. 

II. Women are better mechanics than men. 

III. Handpumps often stop working if proper main 
tenance is not provided. 

(a) Only I is implicit. b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit, (d) Only 1 and II are implicit. 
(c) Only II and Ill are implicit. 

Statement: 

59. The daily struggle of the majority of the popula tion i 
just for survival and so they are unaware of things happenin; 
around. 

Assumptions: 

I. It is not easy for an average person to make th 
two ends meet. 

II. The changes in the world are brought by thos 
only who have not to struggle for basic neces 
sities. 

III. For the majority of people, just working for sui 
vival takes ail the time. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (8) Only II and III are implicit, 
(c) Either I or IU is implicit. 
id) Only I and II are implicit. 

(e) AD are implicit. 

Below is given a passage followed by several possible inference 
which can be drawn from thefacts stated in the passage. You have t 
examine each inference separately in the context of the passage am 
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decide upon its degree of truth or falsity Mark your answers 
(a) if the inference is definitely true 
(f>) tf the inference is probably true 
ic) tf data u> inadequate 

(d) if probably false (c) if definitely false 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs 
recommended amendment of the Indian Penal Code to em¬ 
power courts to order payment of compensation to a victim of 
unlawful airest or illegal detention, hitheito unprovided tor 
under Indian law This Committee headed by Mr Rajm Ranjan 
Sahu rejected the proposal that there should be a limit on the 
amount of compensation to be awarded to the victim The 
Committee* observed that it should be proportionate to the 
period of unlawful detention or confinement undergone by 
the victims The Committee* felt that theie should be a 
provision foi payment of interest m the event of delayed 
payment of the compensation amount 

60 Some persons are put undei arrest although the com t 
is unable to find them guilt\ 

[a) J ( h ) □ ft) J (d) -J (i) wl 

61 All the othei counti les have this provision ot paying 
such compensation in then Constitutions 

(a) J (f>) J (O ul (d) J (r) J 

62 Till now no need of such compensation was ev ei fell 
by anyone 

(a) J (b) J (i) J (d) J (i) J 

63 1 he Committee will not be influenced by anyone 

(i/) J (b) J (< i J (//) J (0 -J 

64 In cases of delay in payment no interest is letotn 
mendr d on the amount of compensation 

(a) J (b) J (0 J (d) J (<•) J 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1 (d) In all the othei s, that is gap ot one lettei onlj 

2 (a) The gap among fust letteis is JFITDB, 11 one lettei is 

missing in between in icveise older, second letters 
have gap ot thiet, X, 1,1’ I, H and fot the last letter the 
gap increase's by one 

3 (b) Tne letters occupy the same position fiom Z 

4 (i) The letter would ne'M 

5 (t) 6 (d) 7 (d) b (i) 1 hey ate4 

9 (i) It) (i) Thc*> ate 26 

Qs 11 Ti 

A{ Yellow) 
wife 


21 (a) 24 (b) 21 (<*) 26 (d) 27 (c) 

28 (e) 29 (d) 

30 (b) This is the only 3 dimensional object among 2 dimen¬ 

sional figures 

31 (d) All the others aie used for catching a cieature 

32 (c) All the others are forms of currency 

33 (c) This is the only gardner's tool among those of 

carpenters' 

34 to 38 Sort out common letters in words and match them 

with common code letters 

34 (d) 35 (a) 36 (c) 37 (e) 38 (b) 

39 to 43 


27 (c) 


1 (green) 
husband 


L_ 

I) (red) 
A-i f sson 


C (black) D s wife 


B (pink) T (white) 

D + C's son D i C s son 

11 (a) 12 (c) 13 (a) 14 (b) 11 (d) 

16th and 17th The arrangement would be 

A h 
f/B B/F 
D 

16 (a) 17 (t) 18 (c) It is Mohan 19 (c) 

20 (d) 1996 It is the leap-year 21 (b) ONandOT 
22 («■) The arrangement would be ADBFC 





3y (d) 40 (b) 41 (a) 42 (c) 43 (a) 

Vie best way to answci the next set of question! <•> by 
drawing dtagiams of all the piobable relationships and then 
icaihnig tin fool pioof conclusion Let each item be reprt 
suited by a cncle, irrespective of its size Hen arc some 
example s 

44 (b) 



f) N C f F 


45 id) 


46 (<) 


47 (c) 


46 (a) 


49 (e) 


7) N ^J 


0” 1 (i) O) 0 1 ' 


^ ((E) (E| ( (3©^) 


^ 1 t$) (» 


©• 


>a*° 






s ) ( p ( c (i 


i0 (a) as 44 51 (r) 52 <c) 53 (r) 

54 (a) 5*5 (c) 56 (d) 57 (a) 58 (t) 

59 (e) 60 (a) 61 (t) 62 (d) 63 (b) 

64 (r) 
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Descriptive Questions 


Oil Reserves in Bay of Bengal 

Q. Suppose a huge oil reservoir is 
found in the Bay of Bengal. Suggest three 
consequences of it. 

Ans. In a country like India where 
problems are daunting and prospects arc 
promising the sudden discovery of some 
natural gift like a huge oil reservoir any- 
whoie in the country is a matter that 
should send cheers all around Since oil 
as fuel and raw material is at the back of 
most economic dev clopment and income 
generation for all t lasses of people, its find 
mg is propitious both tor the people and 
the economy ot the count! v If some of the 
Gulf and African countnes have amassed 
wealth and impiov ed the tiv mg standards 
of their pc oples tire credit goes to the huge 
oil reservoirs 

Undoubtedly the finding ot oil re¬ 
serves in the Bay ot Bengal would give an 
impetus to the sagging or slow economy 
of the Stab s sharing the shores of the sea 
The establishment ot refineries or gas 
crae ker plants as the case may be would 
make a lot of diffeiene t- to the h\ es ot Un¬ 
people With the generation ot employ 
ment and power the chronic problems of 
poverty and power-shoitage would be 
solv ed to a considerable extent With the 
openmg ot new avenues of gainful em 
ployment to the people ot the affected 
areas the resultant increase in their pur¬ 
chasing powei would encourage faster 
industrialisation and capital inflow A 
number ot new industries, both in the big 
and small sectors can be startl'd w he n fuc 1 
and powe-r arc in plenty 

The scant fore-ign exchange that the 
country has been spending on oil and 
other petroleum products impoi ts, would 
be saved and thus used in the import of 
high technology and such other sophisti¬ 
cated and upto-date machinery as art- the 
•anc qua non of globalisation Fvei since 
the ‘oil crisis' in the sixties and its prohibi 


tivc puces, countries like India have to 
part with a major chunk of their foreign 
exchange earnings towards importing 
crude oil With the discovery ot oil leser- 
voirs in the Bay of Bengal, the pressure on 
oil imports would come down and conse¬ 
quently the foreign exchange thus saved 1 
could be used to making payment of for¬ 
eign loans and their mtere-st 

Re-gional economic imbalances within 
the country would be reduced w ith rapid 
industrialisation if backwaid areas that 
ha\ e remained ne-glected or under dev e 1 
oped due to some natural or man made 
i onstraints We are shoi t of fuel and power 
but with the additional oil leservoirs fall 
mg into our lap not only the btates tail¬ 
ing within the waters of Bav of Bengal 
but also the national economy would reg 
ister faster and higher growth 

Posting officials in rural areas 

Q. Why officials do not want to serve 
in rural areas? Suggest three measures to 
boost their efficiency and also how they 
may be persuaded to stay there 

Ans Officials both tec hnical as well 
as general avoid going to the countiv- 
sidc and the reasons for this attitude are 
not tar to seek It goe?s without saying that 
unless offu lals are persuaded oi moti\ a ted 
to serve m the rural areas, all plans and 
programmes to impiove rural hfe would 
remain halt-baked attempts in this direc¬ 
tion The comforts and conveniences of 
urban life are some of the important fac¬ 
tors that dissuade or pi event officials from 
opting lor the rural areas To blame oi 
penalise some of the officials foi shirking 
j to wotk in the villages would amount to 
evadmg the re-al causes that deter the of¬ 
ficials to serve in the rural areas For ob¬ 
vious reasons, officials are reluctant to 
se-rve in v lllagt-s and any amount ol coer¬ 
cion or compulsion to make them stay 


there would only mean taking the horse 
to the well but failing to make it drink 
water In order to change the working 
milieu m villages and enable officials to 
serve and stay there willingly and effi¬ 
ciently, the following measures can prove 
quite effective and pioductive 

Before asking or ordering the officials 
(public se-rvants) to go to the rural aic-as 
and imple-ment poverty alleviation cum 
lev e lopment programmes ol the gov ern- 
rnent it is incumbent on the State or 
C entral government to make the places 
ot then posting worth livmg Unlike 
the uiban areas where people make 
houses to give on rent, the country side 
(with a tew exceptions) does not offer 
am such taulitv Hu re tore as in the* 
urban areas white government houses 
aie allotted to public servants a sufh 
uent nuinbu ot such houses should be 
eonstiuitul in the village's also Besides 
houses socialsirwusseitorshki propti 
drainage sanitation and mads health 
can untie sand model schools uimmu 
mcations and transport, and the like 
should also receive immediate and ur¬ 
gent attention 

Since- money maki*s the mare go, it 
is m the iitness of things that such offi¬ 
cials w ho otter themsi-lv es to serve in the 
rural areas, be- givi-n tangible monetary 
benefits over and above their salaries or 
wages Unless w e offer extra or additional 
incentives to willing workers to work 
under inconvenient conditions, no amount 
of preaching oi patriotism would produce 
any worth-while results 

I ast but not least is the recruitment 
or selection of candidate exclusively for 
the .ural areas Just as the managements 
of Rural (Gramm) Banks or other agencies 
have for their programmes purely rural- 
based officials a rural cadre should be 
floated exclusively to be postal only in 
rural areas 
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Pending cases in Courts 

Q. Indian Courts are teeming with 
pending cases. Do you think by adopting 
certain steps their work load can be re¬ 
duced? What are these steps? Suggest at 
least three. 

Ans. "Justice delayed is justice de¬ 
nied." The better truth of this proverb 
reveals itself in the Indian Courts, from 
the lowest to the highest, where pending 
cases running into lakhs cry for justice. In 
order to rectify the sinister situation that j 
has come to stay, the tollowing steps can ! 
be taken: 

The first and foremost step in this j 
direction should be in the nature ot filling : 
up all vacant posts of judges in various j 
High Courts, lower Courts and the like. 
Furtlier, additional judges or special courts 
may be appointed or set up to try those 
pending cases that have become more than 
ten or more years old and where the wit¬ 
nesses or evidence may have become ex¬ 
tinct or doubtful. If need be, certain 
provisions of the Indian Police Act and 
Indian Penal Code, that hamper the 
speedy disposal ot cases in courts, may be 
repealed or suitably amended in accor¬ 
dance with the requirements, nuances and 
nature of crimes in the present day con¬ 
text. Minor crimes like thefts, street brawls, 
trespassing, eve-teasing and the like, for 
which the under-trials have been languish¬ 
ing in jails for long, should be taken off 
from the purview of courts and handed 
over to some other agency headed by a 
judicial officer, specifically created for this 
purpose. 

The need of the hour is to evolve an 
alternative dispute rcdressal or settlement 
mechanism so tiiat the number of cases 
pending in regular courts is drastically 
brought down and an improvement in the 
quality of justice accompanied by quick 
disposal Of cases is achieved. The estab¬ 
lishment of Lok Adalats or People's Courts 
have done a commendable job in mitigat¬ 
ing tite sufferings of the affected people. 
Although our judicial system is indepen¬ 
dent and credible but very little attention 
seems to have been paid to create compli¬ 
mentary and supplementary mechanisms 
for resolving the cases outside the courts. 


The practice followed in advanced coun- j 
tries has to be followed here. Whereas in 
India 75 per cent of the cases reach the j 
trial courts, the percentage of such cases 
ranges between seven to ten in advanced 
countries. 

Besides the pivotal role of Lok Adalats 
in the dispensation ot quick and fair jus- ! 
tice, conciliation or settlement of disputes : 
can be entrusted to the Village Panchayats j 
as was the practice in the past. In order to j 
overcome the objection that all Panches | 
may not be familiar with the complexities j 
of law, the help of retired judicial officers i 
or legal experts can be sought on humani- j 
tarian grounds. VVc have many conscien- ! 
tious and considerate persons in our midst i 
who would love to offer their services in ! 
J this noble cause. 

Criminalisation of Indian politics 

Q. Write a short note on 
criminalisation of Indian politics; how 
criminals can be prevented to enter poli¬ 
tics. Suggest three remedies. 

Ans. There is no denying the fact that 
an enemy within the ranks is much more 
dangerous than the enemy on the oppos- 
i ing side. Gone are the days when the likes 
I of Gandhi, Nehru and Patel used to set 
i the national agenda for consideration and 
! concrete action. Now it is the goons and 
: gangsters that have come to occupy the 
i centre stage. It is not only the criminal 
i politicised but also the politics 
criminalised that has vitiated the entire 
; socio-cconomic-polito atmosphere. Al¬ 
though the full contents of the Vohra 
Committee report have not been made 
i public, whatever information has come in 
| trickles is enough to send a chilling sensa- 
! tion down the spine. Just as no tiger is 
vegetarian, in the same vein, no political 
party in India seems to be free from the 
influence—even membership of crimi¬ 
nals—of anti-social elements. The way 
these persons violate the laws of the land, 
with impunity or with political patron¬ 
age, is to be seen and suffered. At some 
point of its findings and observations, the 
Vohra Committee report says: "CBI has 
reported that all over India crime syndi- 
I cates nave become a law unto themselves." 


They have established linkages with gov¬ 
ernment functionaries and political lead¬ 
ers to be able to operate with full freedom, 
as the political clout of Memon brothers, 
Dawood Ibrahim and their ilk illustrates. 
Criminals in the garb of Robin Hoods may 
succeed in hoodwinking their beneficia¬ 
ries and earn their gratitude, even their 
votes, but not the perceptions of those who 
have been entrusted with the sacred task 
of running the government in accordance 
with the dictates of the Constitution. 

It is time to sit together and ponder 
over the seriousness of the problem that 
the nagging nexus between criminals and 
politicians has created for the majority, 
who are, by and large, fed up with the 
hold of criminals. The malady has as¬ 
sumed diabolical dimensions and the 
| remedy to checkmate the spreading ean- 

■ cer lies with the political parties them¬ 
selves. Of their own, they should not 
accept any support or sustenanci from 

: the criminals, either in cash or in kind. 
For this purpose, the accounts of all 
political parties should be audited by 
the Flection Commission. Fven the Apex 
Court has desired that all political par- 
; ties render accounts of the contributions 
j and donations received by them. 

Membership of all political to those i 
: with a criminal record should be denied 
j and under no circumstances anti-social 
! elements or their proteges be given tick- 
I ets at the time of elections. They should j 
j not be allowed to contest even as inde- i 

■ pendents unless they have been cleared 
| of all criminal charges or anti-national 
i activities by the court. F,ven those 
j against whom criminal cases are pend- 
! ing in the courts should be debarred 
; from contesting elections to any elected 

body. 

Since 'charity begins at home', all 
political parties should make concerted 
and coascious efforts to weed out crimi¬ 
nal elements from their ranks. For short¬ 
term gains, they should not allow the 
criminals to run a mock and hold the State 
to ransom. Just as the place of a wild ani- 
| mal is the zoo, the place of a criminal is 
i behind the bars. The criminal has had 
j enough of the benevolence of the State 
l power. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

February: Before and After Independence 


Before independence 

February has been quite an eventful 
months in our pre-independence history. 
The month registered a wide range of 
events like Bina Das's firing at Governor 
Jackson in the Calcutta University 
Convocation; execution of Sohan Lai 
Pttthak in Mandalay; reporting of Raman's 
effect; inauguration of New Delhi and 
opening of Anti-Award Conference in 
New Delhi. 

We shall focus on some of the events 
under four major headings: 

i) Chauri Chaura 

Following the Bardoli resolution, Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi before starling the 
Satyagrah wrote to the Viceroy on 
February 1,1922 and the movement 
spread deep among masses and devel¬ 
oped with a lot of regional variations. 
However, on February 4,1922, at Chauri 
Chaura (Gorakhpur) an angry mob burnt 
police station as also burnt to death over 
20 policemen. This incident convinced 
Gandhiji that the nation was not ready 
for the non-violent movement and he 
an February 8,1922 took the decision to 
suspend the Satyagrah and informed the 
members of Working Committee about it. 
Subsequently on February 11,1922 the 
Working Committee endorsed the decision of 
Gandhiji and on the next day Mahatma 
Gandhi started 5-day fast to penance on 
the Chauri Chaura incidence. Later the 
AICC on February 25,1922 while endors¬ 
ing the decision to postpone satyagrah 
permitted individual Satyagrah. 

ii) Subhash Chander Bose 

It was on February 19,1938 that 
Subhash Chander Bose (at Haripur, 
Gujarat) delivered his first address as 
the President. Interestingly it was also 
on February 19 (1942) that Subhash 
Chander Bose made his first broadcast to 
the World over Azad Hind Radio. 


Notably, the ‘Bose-Gandhi rift' also 
came on the surface in February. Subse¬ 
quent to Bose's re-election as Congress 
President against Gandhiji's favourite 
Dr. Sitaramayya, on February 22,1939 
Gandhiji adinsed the Working Committee 
'to resign if they did not agree with Bose' 
and 13 out of 15 members resigned on 
February 26. 

iii) Indian Naval Ratings 

The simmering discontent against bad 
food and racial discrimination 
amongst naval ratings surfaced pre¬ 
dominantly on February 18,1946 
when 1100 naval ratings of HM1S 
Talwar revolted in Bombay. On Febru¬ 
ary 20,1946 large scale demonstrations 
were held against 'Colour Discrimina¬ 
tion' in Bombay and on February 21, 
1946 a regular warfare took place 
between Indian Naval Ratings and 
British Soldiers at Bombay. Finally on 
February 22,1946, on the advice of 
Sardar Patel, Indian Naval Ratings 
decided to surrender unconditionally. 

iv) Congress 

Besides registering the rift between 
'Bose and Gandhi’, February has been 
an eventful month for the Congress. For 
instance, on February 19, 1932 Morarji 
Desai resigned as Deputy Collector and 
became Secretary of Gujarat Congress 
Committee; in 1938 following the over¬ 
ruling by the Governor of Chief 
Minister's orders to release political 
prisoners, all Ministers in Bihar and UP 
resigned on February 15; and on Febru¬ 
ary 8, 1942, Klutn Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
resigned from the Congress Working 
1 Committee. 

After Independence 

In this section we shall focus on the 
'Congress' and 'Cricket' as both are set 
j for 'their respective Championships' 


viz., General Elections and World Cup. 
Congress 

In February (1952) while Mira Behn 
broke her 4-year old silence to say, 
"Congress which followed Gandhiji to 
attain independence, deserted the path 
of its teacher-guide no sooner than the 
freedom has been attained", Congress 
registered a convincing victory in the 
first General Elections with Jawahar 
i Lai Nehru being declared elected on 
! February 13,1952 from the Allahabad. 

' February 2 lias been a date of some 
j great coincidences for the Congress. 

; While on February' 2, 1959 Indira Gandhi 
j was unanimously elected President of the 
I Indian National Congress, on February 
! 2,1983 Rajiv Gandhi was unanimously 
j elected General Secretary of the Congress 
: (1). Further on February 27,1992 P.V. 

; Nnrasimha Rao ms elected Congress 
| President in the Party polls which were 
i held after 20 years 

| 

| Cricket 

[ With Mohammed Azharuddin leading 
| India for the 6th World Cup it is inter- 
j esting to have a glance at Azhar's 
j February. Well Mohammed 
! Azharuddin, was born at Hyderabad 
! on February 8,1963. On February 1, 
j 1985 at Kanpur, while playing against 
j England, Azharuddin became the first 
! man to hit a century in each of his first 
three Tests. And as Captain, Azhar at 
Calcutta led India to victory over 
England after a gap of about 7 years 
(February 2,1993) and thereafter 
defeating England at Madras won the 
rubber after 6 years (February 12, 

1993). Further in February, 1994 while 
leading India against Sri Lanka to an 
unprecedented series win marked by 
all innings defeat's, strengthened his 
positions as the most successful captain 
of India. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Holding Democracy to 
Ransom 


Scandals are no novelty in government. 
As long as we have corrupt ministers, scan¬ 
dals will continue to be exposed with regu¬ 
larity. But questions arise about the role of 
the Opposition. Should it stick to legitimate 
parliamentary actii>ities and hope that the 
government will come out with the truth? 
Or should it force the government to stop 
functioning, as it did recently in the tele¬ 
communications scandal? As the nation 
watched, the proceedings of the tun Houses 
were stalled for the winter session, the first 
time in history If the conservative estimates 
of running the Parliament—Rs 1,54,200 per 
hour—are right, the nation lost a sizeable 
sum in the process, all to borne by the ordi¬ 
nary citizen. In this issue we debate whether 
it is right to hold up Parliament in this 
way, and whether there are any other meth¬ 
ods of forcing an unresponsive government 
to come out with the truth on scandals. 

Mr A We have faced a unique 
spectacle recently that the upper and 
lower Houses of Parliament were 
unable to transact any business for the 
entire winter session. The stalemate 
resulted over the controversial basic 
telecom services licensing. The Opposi¬ 
tion parties did a good job in forcing 
the Narasimha Rao government to 
come out with facts pertaining to the 
deal. But to continue with the agitation 
and prolong the state of impasse and to 
upset the legislative business, is hardly 
a good strategy. The nation pays a 
'heavy price for holding Parliament. It 
is wrong that this money should be 
wasted in a flippant manner. The loss 
incurred during the period when no 
legislative gets transacted for days on 
end is therefore huge. We can say that 


adjournment motions and walkouts are 
legitimate parliamentary activities in a 
democracy, but there has to be a limit to 
these since it is the common man who 
bears the brunt of public expenditure. If 
there are empty benches in Parliament, 
the cause of democracy is not served. 

Mr B We should not be unnecessar¬ 
ily worried about empty benches in 
either House of Parliament. Our elected 
representatives in any case treat Parlia¬ 
ment as a part time hobby. On many 
occasions when discussions were to take 
place on important national issues, even 
a quorum has not been possible. Many 
bills have been passed without consid¬ 
ering all aspects simply because the 
members were not present. On many 
occasions even the Prime Minister has 
absented himself from Parliament. 

Every MP after election wants to make 
the best of the perks allotted to him that 
he takes to travelling and holidaying; 
ruling party members take off to foreign 
lands. When MPs themselves have a 
casual attitude, why worry about 
expenses? The huge cost of holding 
Parliament which few bother to attend 
is thus the cost of having democracy. 1 
don't say it is a good tiling, but what is 
the solution? I would say that Parlia¬ 
ment has become defunct and our 
institutions have degenerated because 
of the careless attitude of our leaders. 

MrC I agree with you. The politi¬ 
cal leadership of the country must set 
an example to its people how to work. 
With what face or moral right will our 
parliamentarians ask people to work 
when they do not do it themselves? We 


have recently seen several bank strikes, 
a debilitating postal go-slow and work¬ 
ers threatening to go on strikes. The 
government has been unable to solve 
these matters because it does not have 
the face to negotiate with unions. The 
honourable members hinder Parliament 
functioning but do not fail collect their 
daily allowances and return to their 
subsidised official accommodation; in 
many cases they do not even pay the 
subsidised rent. They make telephone 
calls at the tax-payer's expense. With so 
many perks, why bother about the fact 
that any business gets done or not? In 
fact, the Opposition should be forcing 
the government to do its work. When 
there are few members present, it 
should castigate the riding party. Simi¬ 
larly, if the government is unable to get 
a quorum on important issues, the 
Opposition should ensure that they are 
brought to question. Instead, it acts 
much like the ruling party, treating 
Parliament as a club which merely helps 
them get privileges and perks. 

Mr D But you cannot blame the 
Opposition alone. What is the Opposi¬ 
tion to do if the government does not 
listen? Usually, the government refutes 
all charges when a scandal is brought 
up, as it did in the latest case where 
Communications Minister Sukh Ram 
allegedly favoured a relatively un¬ 
known company in his home State, 
Himachal Pradesh. The attempt is to 
hide the truth. If the Opposition sticks 
to parliamentary methods of protest, the 
government will never come out with 
the truth. Only when the ruling party 
felt the inconvenience of stopping of 
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Parliament did the government come 
out with the files relating to the case. 
Thus, though politics of coercion are 
bad, the Opposition is left with no 
option but to make a nuisance of itself. 
Gentlemanly protests achieve nothing in 
our society. Those in power are arrogant 
and have little regard for democratic 
opinion. Protests should therefore be 
violent and cause inconvenience. Only 
then will the government listen and be 
forced to come out with the truth. The 
prolonged confrontation cannot be said 
to be a total waste. The telecommunica¬ 
tions scandal has reached the people. 
Now it is upto the government to show 
the people that there was nothing 
objectionable in awarding the contracts. 
If it still does not show it, I would say 
the Opposition did a fine job of expos¬ 
ing the government. 


Mr E But how would you justify 
holding up of the government business 
for an issue of corruption? This time 
almost the entire session of Parliament 
has gone to waste. Though some biUs 
were passed, many others were held up 
during the period. On many important 
matters the government just could not 
act. In terms of money, more than 170 
hours have been lost, that's a loss of at 
least Rs 2.62 crores. And for what? 
Merely for the Opposition demand of a 
parliamentary committee to look into 
the scandal? What have the parliamen¬ 
tary committees achieved when they 
have been appointed? So far as bringing 
the scandal to public notice is con¬ 
cerned, the Opposition cannot be 
faulted, but having examined the files 
relating to the deal it should either say 
what was objectionable in the deal or 
allow the functioning of the govern¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, every party has its 
eyes on the next elections and want to 
keep the issue alive irrespective of the 
cost to the nation. That’s a very high 
cost of political opportunism. 


Mr C At the same time, I think it 
would be wrong to blame the Opposi¬ 
tion for the loss. It is the government 


that has messed up time and again in 
the awarding of business contracts. 
Incompetent ministers have been 
chosen, some of whom are known to 
he corrupt. In the present case, it is 
too much of a coincidence that an 
unknown company from the 
minister's home state is unduly 
i favoured. The government should 
ensure traasparenev in the awarding 
of commercial contracts so that every 
deal does not look shady. The govern¬ 
ment, however, does not learn its 
lessons. From Bofors to the sugar 
scandal, from Enron to the securities 
j scam, an impression is created that 
j large sums of money were paid to the 
ministers concerned. In each case, it is 
undue secrecy that gives rise to this 
impression. Surely the government 
can adopt an open system so that 
such questions do not arise at all. 
What I am saying is nothing new; in 
many countries an ordinary citizen 
can obtain information about deci¬ 
sions taken by the government. In 
India, the Official Secrets Act is 
misused to protect incompetent 
ministers. 


! Mr A Another thing that needs to 
i be done is that anybody stalling the 
j process of government should be 
personally held liable for damages. For 
instance, if in the telecommunications 
scandal the minister is found to be in 
the wrong, he should be personally 
liable for loss to the nation; otherwise 
the Opposition should make good the 
loss. This will make people very careful 
when they start these kind of cam¬ 
paigns. The issue of corruption can also 
be solved if personal liability is intro¬ 
duced. Now, when a minister is caught 
he is simply removed. So there is no 
fear among ministers about corruption. 
A personal liability will make a minis¬ 
ter extra careful and transparency of 
deals will be automatically introduced. 


Mr B That indeed is a very good 
suggestion. But should an issue like 
this arise in the future, the Opposition 


parties should have some recourse. The 
ruling party will erf course not take 
action unless a nuisance is created. So 
what should be done? Violent methods 
will push us into anarchy. 1 think that 
Gandhian methods of non-cooperation 
are the answer. Without stalling work 
on important bills, die Opposition 
parties can refuse to cooperate with the 
government on other matters. Only 
then will they be seen to be behaving 
responsibly. The question is: do we 
have leaders who are mature enough to 
act responsibly? From what we see, our 
leaders have their sight on the next 
election only and do not care about 
ordinary people. When personal liabil¬ 
ity is introduced, it will force the 
leaders to behave responsibly. 1 also 
; agree with you that the Official Secrets 
! Act is often misused and needs to be 
[ scrapped, except in matters of national 
| security 


i 

I 

i 

I 

I 
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Mr D One thing on which there is 
agreement is that Parliament should not 
turn into a boxing ring tor petty politi¬ 
cal matters. Our leaders have unfortu¬ 
nately treated it as a tree-for-all. 
Democracy cannot be served bv stop¬ 
ping Parliament's activities, as has been 
done recently on the telecommunica¬ 
tions scandal. However, the question 
arises as to what the government 
should do when the government is not 
forthcoming on facts relating to scan¬ 
dals. Some important conclusions have 
emerged, such as transparency in 
government functioning and making 
the members personally liable for 
losses incurred during such agita¬ 
tions. If all this is done, chances are 
that scandals may not arise at all. But 
the control of corruption should be . 
high on the national agenda. The 
Opposition will serve the country 
better if it helps in creating transpar¬ 
ent systems rather than pick on 
individual issues. However, there is 
indication that neither the Opposition 
or the ruling party has a long term 
perspective of things. That is the real 
misfortune of our country. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Cultivate Skill in Writing 


When the famed poet Shelley said, 
"Poets (read writers) are the unacknowl¬ 
edged legislators of the world", he was 
paying a befitting tribute to the people who 
transform the world through the word. 

Jawaharlal Nehru made a name for 
himself as a seasoned politician but it was 
said of him that he would have made a 
bigger dent on the minds of the people as 
a writer. 

The power of the printed word is a 
known and acknowledged phenomenon. 
"1 read it in a book", is often used as a 
clincher in an undecided argument. 
Herbert Drucker has written a book "Com¬ 
munication is Power". 

it indeed is! But those aspiring to go 
up the slippery pole of success in compe- 
titioas of life, often blink away its impor¬ 
tance. They either are ‘innocent’ of its 
importance, or worse, think that it comes 
naturally. 

Get down to the business of writing 
and see the improvement in your overall 
personality. 

The ability to communicate clearly in 
writing is one of the most important skills 
you will ever master. It will help you to get 
your ideas across effectively and to get toe 
results you want in your business and 
personal life. There is no mystery to good 
writing—it is a skill you can learn. 

There are a few executives who have 
rare kind of secretary who can take care of 
all sorts of correspondence with no more 
than a quick memorandum to work from. 
But for most of us, if there is any writing 
to be done, we have to do it ourselves. 

Wfe have to write papers (book reports, 
term papers, college applications), business 
papers (memos, reports, letters of inquiry, 
letters of adjustment), home papers, invi¬ 
tations etc. 

We are constantly called on to put 
words to paper. It would be difficult to 
count the number of such words, messages, 
letters, and reports put into the mails or 


delivered by hand, but the daily figure 
must be enormous. 

Be brief 

"THAT writer does the most, who 
gives toe reader the most information, and 
takes from him the least time", wrote 
Charles C. Colton. This is an observation 
which everyone who writes should com¬ 
mit to heart, an observation to post above 
toe desk of every businessman who dic¬ 
tates a memo, of every housewife who 
pens a letter, and of every student who 
writes out a term-paper. 

The purpose of writing is to commu¬ 
nicate: a thought, an idea, a sentiment, a 
fact. The more concrete and concise these 
elements in a communication, the more 
precise, the more rewarding they are to 
the reader. 

"Brevity is the soul of wit", said 
Shakespeare. This maxim warrants re¬ 
membering, along with Mr Colton's ad¬ 
monition, that we demand the least time 
from our readers. 

Clear and Complete 

O N the other hand, nothing can be 
more irritating and sometimes frus¬ 
trating than the omission of essential de¬ 
tail. Suppose, for example, the shirts you 
manufacture come in several styles, 
colours and sizes, but the order you have 
received in the mail gives no specifica¬ 
tions. Or you are driving to visit a friend 
in the country and you come to a fork in 
a country lane; you consult the map he 
has sent you and he has omitted both the 
fork and the road you are to take. 

Someone writes down a telephone 
message from your out-of-town friends, 
telling you they're going to be in the city 
and will drop in to see you; but the mes¬ 
sage contains no date, no time and noth¬ 
ing to indicate whether they are coming 


alone or with their children. And there are 
the instructions for setting up your hi-fi 
tape recorder which take for granted that 
you know what a "patch cord" is. 

There is virtue in brevity, but you 
must never assume that your reader is as 
expert or as knowledgeable as you are 
about whatever it is you are writing. Brev¬ 
ity is not an excuse for lack of clarity. And 
clarity, above all, is essential to what you 
have to say on paper. 

Certainly you want to avoid stiffness 
and rigidity in your writing (even when 
you send off an angry letter to toe man¬ 
ager of your local cinema). At the same 
time, you wouldn't write a report on the 
market conditions in the "chummy" man¬ 
ner of a letter to a cousin or a college room¬ 
mate who has just become president of an 
organization. 

Lively Language 

T HERE has been more pretentious non 
sense written and spoken about style 
than about any other literary subject. As a 
result, half the unpractised writers assume 
an unnatural pomposity when they settle 
down to composition, three-eighths of 
them are intimidated, and only toe one- 
eighth left over are independent enough 
to forget about style and write naturally. 

Just as you have your own way of 
wearing your clothes or drinking soup, so 
you have your own individual way of 
expressing yourself. 

This does not mean that your natural 
way cannot be improved. Just as it is kind 
to tell a man who sucks up his soup nois¬ 
ily that his social acceptability will be 
enhanced by applying the silencer, so it is 
necessary for an inexperienced writer to 
be told what errors or ill-manners in writ¬ 
ing to avoid. 

Any writing interlarded plentifully 
with "goshes" and dashes and exclama¬ 
tion marks, for example, grates on the 
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reader, and is therefore bad manners. 

Any writing in which nouns are habitually qualified by 
two or more adjectives is too wordy and unlikely to express 
any meaning with precision. 

There are certain basic rules of good writing which are 
almost universal in their application, and within the frame¬ 
work of which it is possible for writers of the most diverse 
gifts and styles to express themselves with individuality. 

The main five rules are: Prefer the short word to the long; 
Prefer the concrete word to the abstract word; Prefer the Saxon 
word to the Romance; Prefer the short sentence to the long; 
Use no word which does not directly contribute towards the 
sense you wish to convey. 

Prefer the short word to the long: The short word is gen¬ 
erally better because it expresses your meaning more quickly 
and certainly. 

A deliberate search for short words leads to incisiveness 
in writing. How much better to say: "1 couldn't come because 
it was raining", than "My attendance was rendered impos¬ 
sible by adverse meteorological conditions." 

Prefer the concrete word to the abstract word: In most 
writing it is possible to choose between concrete and abstract 
words. If you are writing about ideas, which are abstractions, 
you naturally have to use abstract words, but there is a de¬ 
plorable tendency among many people to use vague abstract 
words where short concrete words would be better. 

Prefer the Saxon word to the Romance: The Saxon word is 
what is bred in the bone; it is racy, idiomatic and direct. 

The Romance word is the genteelism assumed by Frenchified 
Englishmen. But good English writers still prefer, "wood" to 
"timber", "sail" to "navigate", "walk" to "ambulate", "sickness" 
to "invalidity". 

The English language has been immensely enriched by 
words from other languages, and it would be both impracti¬ 
cable and foolish to hamstring your writing by turning a rec¬ 
ommendation into a hard and fast rule. Use your 
commonsense—but avoid pretentions. 

Prefer the short sentence to the long: Here again 
commonsense must be used. A succession of short sentences 
can be choppy. A succession of long sentences sends your 
readers to sleep. The best arrangement is a nice balance of 
short and long sentences, with a general preference for the 
short. 

Use no word that does not directly contribute towards 
the sense: It is astonishing how many "passenger" words you 
will find in print. They contribute heavily to dullness. A good 
writer is like a marksman: he fires one shot from his rifle and 
hits the mark, or near it. The indifferent writer blazes away 
both barrels of a shot-gun, hoping that the "spread" will make 
up for his lack of accuracy. 

In short, know what you want to say, and say it in the 
fewest words than can be used without baldness. The voluble 
are seldom really articulate. Precision of meaning is lost in 
the verbiage. 
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FACTS ABOUT SCIENCE 


Loss of Biodiversity and 
Conservation Efforts 


The earth and its diversity are dy¬ 
namic and ever changing. As such extinc¬ 
tion of species is a natural phenomena. 
Fossil record reveals that all species have 
a definite life span. However, the cause of 
concern is the rate at which species are 
becoming extinct today, as compared to 
earlier undisturbed state. 

Loss of diversity and its causes: It 
has been estimated that in earlier times, 
the rate of extinction, in general, through 
natural evolution was just one species 
over a span of 60-70 years—400 years 
for mammal species and 200 years for 
bird species. 

According to the IUCN Red data 


book, the following is a broad list of threat¬ 
ened animals. 

Mammals 

507 species 

Binds 

1029 

Reptiles 

169 

Amphibians 

57 

Fish 

713 

Insects 

1093 

Moll uses 

409 

Corals & sponges 

154 

Annelid worms 

139 

Crustaceans 

126 


The situation as regard to plants is 
even worse. Over 60,000 species may be¬ 
come extinct by the middle of the next 
century. 

* The causes for loss of species are com¬ 
plex and varied and prominent among 
those could be listed as follows: 

1. Modification, degradation and loss 
of habitats due to colonization and clear¬ 
ing of forest areas for settlement or agri¬ 
cultural expansion, commercial lodgings, 
large hydel schemes, fire, human and live¬ 
stock pressure etc. These not only acceler¬ 
ate the rate of extinction of species but 


threaten wide range of plants and in¬ 
vertebrates and vertebrates due to break 
up in their distribution pattern, render¬ 
ing them into smaller isolated sub-popu¬ 
lation. 

2. Over-exploitation, mainly for com¬ 
mercial (and often illegal) purposes— 
meat, fur, hides, body organs, medicinal 
etc. 

3. Accidental or deliberate introduc¬ 
tion of exotic species which can threaten 
native flora and fauna directly by pre¬ 
dation or by competition and also indi¬ 
rectly by altering the natural habitat or 
introducing diseases. 

4. Pollution (both air and water) 
stresses ecosystem; mismanagement of 
industrial and agriculture wastes threat¬ 
ens both terrestrial and aquatic ecosys¬ 
tem. 

5. Global warming: during the next 
century the global surface temperature 
is expected to increase by 2° to 6°C 
unless green house gas emissions are 
reduced immediately. In such situations 
regions of suitable climate for given 
species will shift, putting pressure on 
species with regard to their adaptabil- 
ity/tolcrance, thus making them vulner¬ 
able to extinction. 

6. Improper use of agro-chemicals 
and pesticides, a rapidly growing hu¬ 
man population, inequitable land dis¬ 
tribution and economic and political 
policies and constraints. 

Saving Biodiversity 

In order to retain the capabilities of 
life supporting systems it is essential to 
save and maintain species and ecosystems. 
Efforts have been made to save 


biodiversity both by ex-situ and in-situ 
conservation. 

Ex-situ conservation: It refers to conser¬ 
vation of species in suitable locations out¬ 
side their natural habitat. The need to 
conserve a species ex-situ arise when its 
population is so fragile or fragmented that 
its survival in wild may no longer be pos¬ 
sible. 

In-situ conservation: The preservation 
of species in its natural eco-system is called 
in-situ conservation. It is being done by 
declaring the area as "protected area" with 
emphasis either to save the entire area or 
an endangered species. As a consequence, 
protected areas are being identified and 
maintained for natural conservation of 
species by individual countries in the 
world. In Indian context, we have pro¬ 
tected area network of biospheres, national 
parks and sanctuaries, with objective to 
save entire specified area. 

A brief note on each type of protected 
area in Indian context is as follows: 

Biosphere Reserves: A biosphere re¬ 
serve has two distinguished zones—core 
zone and buffer zone. The internal area 
or the core zone of biosphere reserve is 
simply protected as such with almost no 
or very little human interference (R & D 
permitted), whereas buffer zone are open 
for research, education, tourism, sustain¬ 
able agriculture, beneficial and ecologi¬ 
cal sound development programmes. 

The core Advisory Group of experts 
constituted in 1979 by Indian.National 
Man and Biosphere Committee identi¬ 
fied 14 potential sites based on UNESCO 
guidelines which could be designated 
as Biosphere Reserves. These cover as 
many as 9 out of 12 identified bio-geo- 
graphic regions. 
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b.No. 

Slate 

Polenli.il Biosphere 
Reserve sites 

lear of 
setting up 
of Biosphere 
Reserve 

Tolal 

Area 
(sq Km) 

1. 

Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka k 
Kerala 

Nilgin 

I486 

5,520 


Uttar Pradesh 

Nanda Devi 

1488 

2,000 

. 3. 

Meghalava 

Nokrek 

1488 

80 

4 

Andaman k 
Nicobar 

Great Nicobar 

1484 

1,375 

5. 

Tamil Nadu 

t.iilt ol Mannar 

1484 

10,500 

6 

Assam 

Manas 

1084 

700 

/ . 

West Bengal 

Sundcrban 

1484 

4,M0 

8. 

Orissa 

Similip.il 

1494 

1.431 

4. 

Arunachal 

Pradesh 

Namdapha 

" 

* 

10 . 

Uttar Pradesh 

Uttarakhand 

- 

- 

11 . 

Assam 

Ka/iranga 

- 

- 

12. 

Rajasthan 

Thar Desert 

- 

- 

1.3. 

Madhva Pradesh 

Kan ha 

- 

- 

14 

Gujarat 

Kann ol Kutch 

- 

- 


| Biosphere Reserves and their areas 

r ' 


Wildlife Institute of India has recently 
undertaken an exercise to review bio-geo- 
g rap hie /one and have pul forward ten 
bio-geographuc /ones for India. These 
/ones are. 

1. Trans Himalaya (Ladakh) 

2. Himalayas 

3. Desert 

4 Semi Area 

5. Western iThats 

(i. Deccan Peninsula 

7. (.angelic Plains 

8. Coast 

9. North-Past 

JO Island 

National Parks and Sanctuaries: Our 
country has a good netv\ ork ol protected 
areas under the category of National Parks 
and Sanctuaries. At present, we have 75 
national parks and 421 sanctuaries cover¬ 
ing about 14.07 million hectare area which 
is over 4"., of the total geographical area 
of the country. Similar to core area of bio¬ 
sphere reserve, the biotic interference and 
tourism activity are not allowed in na¬ 
tional park areas whereas we can have 
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biotic interference and tourism actn ities 
to certain extent in sanctuary area 

Conservation of biodiversity at 
International level 

Conservation of biodiversity has 
always been a sub|ect ol importance 
at international level flu- interna¬ 
tional conventions such- as Ramsar 
Convention on wetlands (1481 ). World 
Heritage Convention and recent con? 
\ention on Biological Diversity held 
at Rio de jenerio in Brazil in June, 
1442 are ot much significance to ac¬ 
celerate conservation. 

Six internationally significant wet¬ 
lands ol India have been declared as 
Ramsar sites under the Ramsar Conven¬ 
tion (1481). These are Harike (Punjab), 
Wullar (J & K), I.oktak (Manipur), 
Keoladeo (Ra)asthan), Chiika (Orissa) 
and Sambhar (Rajasthan). 

Under the World Heritage Conven¬ 
tion, five natural sites have been declared 


as world heritage sites. These are: 
Ka/irange National Park (Assam), Manas 
Wildlife Sanctuary (Assam), Sunderbans 
National Park (West Bengal), Nanda Devi 
National Park (Uttar Pradesh) and 
Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan). 

The convention on Biological Diver¬ 
sity, which has been signed by 171 coun¬ 
tries, including India, entered into force 
with effect from December, 29,194,3. Some 
ot the salient features, the importance of 
which this Convention recognises, are as 
follows 

—The intrinsic value ot biological 
diversity 

— The sovereign rights ot States o\ er 
their biological resources. 

— I he fundamental requirement ot m- 
siiu conservation of ecosystems and natu¬ 
ral habitats 

- I lit' supporting role ot ex-situ mea¬ 
sures 

—The vital role of local commu¬ 
nities and women in the conservation 
and sustainable use ot biological di¬ 
versity 

— I he desirabilitv ot sharing equita- 
blv the benefits aiismg from the use ot 
traditional knowledge, skills, innov ations 
and practices 

—1 he importance of and the need to 
promote regional and global cooperation 
tor conservation, and 

— flic requirement ol substantial in¬ 
vestments to conserve biological diver- 
si tv 

1 aeilitation ot access to genetic rc- 
sounes on mutually agreed terms and 
with prior informed consent ot the coun¬ 
try providing these, with a commitment 
on the recipient country to share in the 
benefits of utilising the resource thus 
provided. 

—Transfer of relevant technologies, 
including biotechnology, on fair and 
most favourable terms, from the devel¬ 
oped to the developing nations, who are 
the main providers of genetic resources. 

—To facilitate access to and trans¬ 
fer ot such technologies developed by 
public sector. 




The Examiner’s Guess 


Q. Where was the Festival of India 
held recently? 

Ana. Bangkok in Thailand. 

Q. What is the name of the women's 
body formed to cany forward the man¬ 
date from Beijing and ensure that the gov¬ 
ernment policy reflects the concern of 
grassroot women? 

Ans. National Alliance of Women 
(NAWO). Ruth Manorama of Women's 
Voice, Bangalore is its chairperson. 

Q. Where have rich resources of gold, 
minerals and semi precious stones been 
found recently by the Geological Survey 
of India? 

Ans. Attapady in Kerala's Palakaad 
district. 

Q. What is the new name of Pollu¬ 
tion Control Boards? 

Ans. Environment Protection Au¬ 
thorities 

Q. What is the name of Khushwant 
Singh's autobiography? Why has it been 
banned? 

Ans. "Truth, Love and a Little Mal¬ 
ice". It has been banned by the court on 
Maneka Gandhi's petition that it con¬ 
tains statements defamatory to her and 
her family. 

Q. What are the names of the awards 
that the Supreme Court has held constitu¬ 
tionally valid? 

Ans. Bharat Ratna, Padma Vibushan, 
Padma Bhushan and Padmashri. They are 
given by the President on the eve of the 
Republic Day. 

Q. What is the name of the future 
single currency of Europe as agreed by 
European Union leaders? 

Ans. Euro. It will be launched on 
January 1, 1999. 

Q. Who is the chairman of die Na¬ 
tional Highway Authority of India? 

Ans. Yogendra Narain. 

Q. Which day was termed as Interna¬ 
tional Day of Disabled Persons? 

Ans. December 3,1995. 

Q. Which day will be observed as 
Vijay Diwas every year? 


Ans. December 16. 

Q. Who has been chosen as chairman of 
the WTO council for trade in goods for 1996? 

Ans. India's ambassador to die WTO, 
S Narayanan. 

Q. What is die name of die mascot for 
the Wills World Cup Cricket to be held 
from February 11 to March 17? 

, Ans. Goodly. 

Q. Which committee is enquiring into 
Rajan Pillai's death? 

Ans. The Lila Seth committee. 

Q. The control of which city was 
passed from Israel to Palestine recently? 

Ans. Bethlehem. 

Q. Which country is the largest con¬ 
sumer of gold in the world? 

Ans. India. Demand for gold esca¬ 
lated to 500 tonnes, an' increase of 21 per 
cent from the 1995 level of 415 tonnes. The 
price of gold climbed to a high of Rs 5100 
per 10 gm on November 10, breaking the 
record of Rs 5080 on January 19,1992. 

Q. Name the world's oldest daily 
which was sold recently. 

Ans. Lloyd's List, the world's oldest 
daily in English, was sold for $82.5 mil¬ 
lion (about Rs 45 crore). Founded in 1734, 
the paper is known as the anchor of inter¬ 
national shipping scene. 

Q. What is 'Baffle Range'? Where has 


Questions 

it been set up? 

Ans. 'Baffle Range' is a new small 
arms firing range set up at the Infantry 
School in Mhow (Madhya Pradesh). It has 
been designed by Terminal Ballistics Re¬ 
search Laboratory (TBRL), Chandigarh. 

'Baffle Walls' are made to arrest 
ground ricochets and free flight bullets that 
may escape from the range. This novel type 
of range is most suitable for cantonments 
in metropolitan areas where land avail¬ 
ability is limited. 

Q. Where is the International Film 
Festival of India (1FFI) being held" 

Ans. New Etelhi. The 27th Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival has reintroduced the 
competition section and is open only to 
women, especially those from Asia. It will 
also focus on Iran as a country. 

Q, Which institute has been included 
in the Guinness Book of World Records 
for having the highest number of students? 

Ans. The National Institute of Infor¬ 
mation Technology (NUT). It is now a Rs 
93 crore venture employing 2000 persons 
and training 90,000 students^very year in 
computer education through 150 centres 
in over 100 cities. 

Q. In which city was the peace treaty 
among Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia signed? 

Ans. Paris. 
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Appointed; Elected etc 

Alcksander Kwasniewski: He has been 
sworn in as Poland's new President, suc¬ 
ceeding Lech Walesa. 

Lee Soo-sung: He has been appointed 
as die Prime Minister of South Korea. 

Navin Ramgoolam: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Prime Minister of Mauritius, to 
succeed Anerood Jugnauth. 

Kamal el-Ganzoury: He has been named 
Prime Minister of Egypt. 

Ahmed Ouyahia: He has been made 
Prime Minister of Algeria by President 
Liamine Zeroual, replacing Mr Mokdad 
Sifi. 

V S Shekhawat: Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral V S Shekhawat is the new chair¬ 
man of Chiefs of Staff committee. 

Lt Gen Jehangir Karamat: He has been 
appointed Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff 
to replace Gen Abdul Waheed, who has 
retired. 


Resigned 

Lee Hong-Koo: Prime Minister of South 
Korea who was sacked by the President 
Kim Young-Sam. 

Tansu Ciller: Turkish Prime Minister 
Taasu Ciller resigned after her conserva¬ 
tive party lost elections. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Enanali Rakhmanov: Tajikistan Presi¬ 
dent. 

Levon Ter-Petrosian: Armenian Presi¬ 
dent. 

Lean Brittan: Vice President of the 
European Urrton. 

lee Kuan Yew: Singapore's senior min¬ 
ister 

Dead 

Dean Martin: The easy going crooner 
who became a leading Hollywood enter¬ 
tainer, died in Los Angeles at the age of 78. 

Romesh Mazumdar: Eminent scientist 
and academician. 


EVENTS 


DECEMBER 

11—Fifty people are hurt in Bangladesh as 
Opposition activists clash with police 
at die end of a three-day strike aimed 
at holding general elections under a 
neutral caretaker government, 

—The Supreme Court gives a historic ver¬ 
dict that the use of Hinduism and 
Hindutva in election speeches does not 
amount to seeking votes on the ground 
of religion. 

13— UN General Assembly passes a resolu¬ 
tion calling for immediate end to 
nudear tests. 

14— The Bosnian Peace Treaty signed in 
Paris by Presidents Alija Izet-Begovic 
of Bosnia, Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia 
and Franjo Tudjman of Croatia. 

15— The Supreme Court declares the civil¬ 
ian awards of Bharat Ratna, Padma 
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and 
Padmashri as constitutionally valid. 

16— The UN Security Council votes to 
authorise NATO to send troops to Bosnia, 
effectively closing die failed UN mission. 

17— Elections take place in Russia and record 


an unexpectedly high voter turnout. 

18—The seventh South Asian Federation 
(SAF) games open in Madras. 

20— NATO takes control of the failed UN 
mission to Bosnia and begins its 
gamble to end four years of war. 

21— An American airlines passenger jet 
with 159 people on board crashes in a 
mountain region in Columbia. 

22— Both Houses of Parliament in India 
are adjourned sine die having faded to 
resolve the 13-day deadlock between 
the Government and Opposition over 
the telecom contract controversy. 

—Israeli troops quit Bethlehem and give 
control to Palestinians. 

23— At least 300 people are killed and 400 
injured in a fire that broke out in a 
tented compound during a school func¬ 
tion in Dabwali town in Haryana. 

—At least 132 people are killed in vio¬ 
lence in South Africa's Zulu heartland. 

28—Asian and Pacific nations condemn 
France over its fifth nuclear test; Aus¬ 
tralia, New Zealand and Japan call for 
immediate halt to testing. 


—India's Kemote bensrng satellite 1KD* 
1C launched from Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. 

30— Pakistan's religious parties warn Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto for being too 
liberal and go on strike to protest 
against government corruption and in¬ 
competence. 

31— Air Chief Marshal S K Sareen takes 
over as the new Air Chief. 

JANUARY 

1—Violence claims 11 lives in Karachi. 

4—Karnataka releases 5000 cusecs of wa¬ 
ter to Tamil Nadu as decided in an all¬ 
party meeting. 

6—US President Bill Clinton signs a legis¬ 
lation to end the partial government 
shutdown. 

—Terrorists massacre 15 persons in 
Barsala village of Jammu. 


MILESTONES 

Wbi Jingsheng; Chinese dissident, re¬ 
garded as father of China's pro-democracy 
movemem, he hasbeen sentenced to 14 years 
further imprisonment onchaiges of conspir¬ 
ing to overthrow the government. 

Y CDmshwar. Vice-chairman of ITC 
Ltd, who has been appointed Chairman of 
the company to succeed K L Chugh with 
effect horn January 1,1996. 

S Narayan: India's ambassador to the 
WTO, who has been chosen as die chairman 
of the WTO council far trade in goods for 
1996. 

Amjad Aii.'Sarod maestro AmjadAE's 
composition rang bhaintvi has been selected. 
for the series of world's 50 best music com - 
positions being brought out by a British, 
compact disc company He became the first 
Indian to feature in such a world series. 

John Stewart Hillman and Shenkman 
Dascha: The two millionth tourisbrto India 
who were honoured Upon their arrival in 
New Delhi. 

Konred Zuse: Ctedited with inventing 
the digital computer inNazHfaGennanjr- 
and a pidneef in developing programming,;' 
. languagetj Zuse died in-Berlin at theageof 

.85,; ■ - ^ ~ - . j '', J .. . . .. 
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DearMasters, 

e wish we did not have to write this month's com story on corruption 
Vet, as events unfolded m the Jam Hawaia case, we knew that we would be 
doinga disservice to our readers if we didnotdescribe the phenomenon that 
threatens the very existence of our nation State In the biggest exposure m 
the history of modem India, our leaden, irrespective of the party to which 
they belonged, united under a cloud Suddenly, all other scandals were 
dwarfed 

It is not enough to say that our national prestige has suffered Today, our 
values stand eroded and our institutions discredited If the ministers 
themselves were linked to money flows which touched the Kashmir mill* 
tants and those who masterminded the Bombay blasts, who or what are we 
to believe anymore 7 

With every tragedy also comes an opportunity to rectify our past mistakes 
It is time to change laws relating to funding of elections, a system that 
encourages dirty money It is time to make each politician publicly account¬ 
able for hispersonal assets and those of his family As our cover story points 
out, these things have been done m other countries with success 
Whether our polity is able to take the bittermedicine remains tobeseen But 
it has to do so sooner or later 

As always, we pack this issue with information and knowledge essential for 
your success Do let us know what you think 
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Crisis of Governance 

W e an pacing though a grim crisis of governance I The government cannot 4s 
National Sc curity is msec ure Then are periodic I Alternatives an nowhere m 
bomb blasts m various States Even the capital is mil order of the day 1 


h <3 


W e an passing though a grim crisis of gooeinami 
National St curity is msec ure Then are periodic 
bomb blasts in various States Even the eajntal is not 
out oj bounds for the disiuptiomsts of which there are many 
Two Prune Ministers have been killed Thousands of moment 
citizens have lost their lives because the ruins cannot rule ' 
They are examples of misgovername The Supreme Court has in 
recent weeks pulled up tin Union government thrice reminding 
it of its unfitness and unwillingness to govern The three cases 

pertain to the Cauvery Waters the _ 

l lection Commission and the Jam 

Commission In all the three, tin , —_ v 

message to the government was f 

clear and loud lack of will to /" y 

govern (passing problems on to tin r 1 , / 

Supreme Court) is politics not a ' j ' ~7 

question of legality ^ jT _ (r 

The surge of judicial power y 

demand for performance rathe 1 than , { j 

tail-talk, loss of moial authority ^ ~ ~ 

and fragmenting political power ^ ] 

have changed the definition of 1 

political leadership I lu leadership l\ a | 

lias ban knocked out of private ^ 

deliberation and self proclaimed 

wisdom It has to act on ilu rial _ 

stage now Heme telegemcity is 
more important than the ability to govern 1 Irrespective of 
ability and personality, the "leader must be squeezed into 
television frame because that is now the instrument by which he 
must rule in a society of quickly-informed voters This explains 
the Doordarshan's assault on viewers sensibilities, projecting 
the PM as the new Messiah of the masses 

Tlu’ elec tronu 1 evolution is c hanging the way Telcinswn is 
essential to rulers (however misfit to rule), because leaders are 
defined more by TV images than knowledge and experience 
Ristng aspirations of a good life, promoted by business interests 
(also on TV) demand that the government delwei the goods 


The government cannot 4s 11 result, institutions break down 
Alternatives an nowhere in sight Disorder has thus become the 
oreier of the day 1 

The tempo of change has been turned on its head by the 
on- rush of communication technology 4s a result 
politicians have to operate the levers of power and public 
opinion to influence the masses Unprincipled mass polities 
! icplaccs traditional methods of approaching the voters 
I Social and political imminent, and tension between soaring 

ckstvs and flagging fulfilment 
make political fakery a net essity 
Our society has entered tlu 
\. electronic age loaded heavily with 

\ ^ - it s own none too happy history 

1 s myths and cxpcimentations 
' j Doordarshan miswing its monopoly 

) ^- s had tried a similar publicity exmise 

. —1 1 to project Rajio Gandhi It only 

riufc’d 111 sfi/fin^ nickname, for it 
1 Once again we Inai the roar of tin 

irowd people poem r on tin rise and 
]*/ the ruling eliti on the rctnat 

\jfy Tremendous fissures an 

sSLdf developing in the social, econo a ic 

and moral fibre of the society All 

_ m all, the rush of new 

communication technology is 

I listing the very limits of social tolerance and adjustment So, 
there is what William MeNcil calls "a kind of race between the 
rational, disciplined cooperative potentialities of humankind, 
and tin urge to destroy, which lurks m every human psyche" 

If tlu’ democratic urges of the’ people aie not to be siiffled and 
reason is to prevail irtvi the urge to destroy, then kntrwlcdge must 
prevail over (mis)informatwn and political wisdom take place of 
tele-emotion Projection of grin reality is better than glamours 
rainbows about the next century 1 Popular opinion eventually 
'trespasses' into the cloistered and beafcd-up-sccurity-'castles' of 
the rulers 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The test two letters of the month, appear¬ 
ing in the box, have been awarded a prize of Rs 
100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us 
their news on topics covered in this issue. The 
decision of the Editors tvill be final. 

WHITHER DEMOCRACY? 

It is only when we start appreciating 
honesty and integrity that we can hope 
to elect leaders with these qualities. This 
is essential for true democracy to take 
root. 

Pravin Yadav 
Pantnagar, U.P. 

Like a coin, everything has two sides. 
You have only emphasised the negative 
aspect of democracy in our country. 

G Ravi Kumar 
Ponnamanda, A.P. 

If democracy has to be cured, all of 
us must become conscious and alert. 

Amit Singh 
Renukoot, U.P. 

Many people vote as if it was a game of 
fate. But with education, this attitude can 
change and help the masses choose leaders 
who are true custodians of democracy. 

Amitava Chattcrjee 
Halisahar, West Bengal 

CULTURE OF CORRUPTION 

Corruption can be done away with 
by the voters themselves. We must vote 
against the corrupt leaders otherwise our 
life will keep degenerating. 

Sunil Kumar 

Gwalior, M.P. 

While there is a nexus among wrong¬ 
doers, honest people have not come to¬ 
gether. If honest people too formed a 
nexus, they could defeat the evil forces. 

Avitiash Kumar 
Durgapur, West Bengal 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

The UN has been a spectator to vio¬ 
lence, disturbances and ethnic struggle. It 
has remained an organisation for holding 
conferences and issuing public declara¬ 


tions only 

Bishnu Ranjan Saikia 
Sonitpur, Assam 

International organisations have no future 
unless they stress on action rather than talk. 

Dipti Chauhan 
New Delhi 

With the end of the cold war, the UN 
can devote itself to peace and campaign for 
social justice, equality and human rights. 

Kamal Krishan GoyaI 
Faridabad, Haryana 

INDIA AND THE CTBT 

India needs to form a strategic stance to 
fight the discriminatory nature of the CTBT 
But we cannot form a strategy till our lead¬ 
ers stop indulging in political gimmicks, 

Aparnila Bhattacharjee 
Midnapore, West Bengal 1 
I 

CINEMA AND WOMEN | 

Though women are exploited, the I 
blame lies on the actresses who sign such j 
roles and allow themselves to be exploited. 

Narayan Hotn 
Ulunda, Orissa 

Since people imitate movies, violent 
movies will have an effect on social 
behaviour. Thus social violence and cin¬ 
ema are intricately connected. 

Maninder Singh Balth 
Chandigarh 

BEAUTY AND BRAINS 

Beauty contests do not test any kind 
of intelligence. They arc just body shows. 
The display of vital statistics cannot usher 
in humanity and compassion that are so 
glibly uttered in beauty contests. 

Vijay Singh 
New Delhi 

Beauty and brains was a balanced dis¬ 
cussion and gave both sides of the argu¬ 
ment. It helped us crystallise our ideas. 

Charanjil Sachdeva 
Bhawanigarh, Punjab 

Beauty is good though not essential, 
while brains are necessary to help women 
rise from orthodoxy and poverty 

M Balaphani Chand 
Hyderabad, A.P. 



CM FEATURES 

CM has really helped me in develop¬ 
ing my personality. I was able to overcome 
my negative traits with its help. 

Parmindcr Kumar 
Patiala, Punjab 

Your magazine provides not only in¬ 
formation but guides youngsters to be 
successful in life. 

K Raju 
Arsikerr, Karnataka 

I find CM most useful for competi¬ 
tive exams. Jt is the only magazine that 
helps one realise one's ambition. 

A Rabi Hussain 
Aligarh, U.P. 

Your personality development fea¬ 
tures are a great help. 

Mahendra K Panda 
Panchmarhi, M.P. 


request to readers 

May be you have appeared in 
some competitive exams recently We 
shallbe grateful if you could send us 
t!w question papers. All those sending 
foe Original question papers will tie ■ 
suitably compensated and the origi¬ 
nal papers will be returned. 

—Editor • 
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Personal gratification 
too comes in many forms 
and is difficult to identify 
Officers routinely misuse 
government vehicles and 
other facilities In posh shop¬ 
ping areas all over the coun- 
try, government vehicles are 
seen carrying the wives of 
officers, their children take 
these vehicles to their schools 
and colleges It would be rare 
to find office peons not doing 
menial jobs m the homes of 
their officers 

An element of corruption 
is also present in doing jobs 
they shouldnt Public sector 
organisations release adver¬ 
tisements in newspapers even 
though they have no product 
to sell The Indian Airlines, a 
loss-making airline, spends 
several lakhs on an advertis¬ 
ing campaign saying how 
good their services are at a 
time when their pilots are on 
strike and flights arc being 
cancelled Public sector 
organisations too spend on 
advertising when they have 
no brand to promote Small 
magazines, run by friends and 
relatives of officers, manage 
to get most such advertise¬ 
ments even though nobody 
reads these magazines 

The Legal 
Framework 

I t is just as well that the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act of 1947 gives no defi¬ 
nition of corruption 
Corruption in India is 
sought to be controlled by ( 1 ) 
The Prevention of Corruption 
Act 1947, (n) The Indian Penal 
Code, and (m) The 
Representation of People Act, 
1950 

The first mentions five 
kinds of acts which consb- 


Corruption is the deliberate 
and intentional exploitation of one's 
position, status or resources for 
personal gain. /£v£\ 


tute criminal misconduct 
They are fi) habitual accep¬ 
tance of grabficabon (n) 
obtaining of any valuable 
thing without consideration 
(tit) misappropriation (w) 
abuse of position to obtain 
pecuniary advantage and 
(v) possession of pecuniary 
resources or property not 
matching ones sources ot 
income 

The Act prescribes sev« n 
year® imprisonment, with a 
minimum of one year, to any 
public servant who commits 
criminal misconduct Thus 
one must be a public servant 
to come under the purview 
of this Act Are ministers 
public servants 7 Efforts have 
been made in the past to 
exclude ministers from the 
definition of public servants 
In 1953, former Union Cabinet 
minister Arjun Singh s father 
was prosecuted His lawyer 
claimed that a minister was 
not a servant of the govern¬ 
ment, he ran it and was a part 
of it As such a minister, MP 
or MLA did not fall within the 
purview of Prevention of 
Corrupbon Act 

The couit refused to 
accept this contorted logic and 
upheld the prosecution of 
Aquh Singh's father In 1979, 


the Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M Karunanidhi 
agam toed to show that the 
Chief Minister was not a pub¬ 
lic servant Both the High 
Court and the Supreme Court 
dismissed his plea 

Attempts have been 
made thereafter to blunt the 
provisions of the Act In 1988, 
when it was revised, all par¬ 
ties ensured to retain the fea¬ 
tures which allowed immuni¬ 
ty to civil servants andpolib- 
cians 

If Mrs Gandhi defended 
corruphon as being a global 
phenomenon, the politicians 
should realise that jailing 
them now is also a global 
phenomenon The judiciary 
and investigating agencies 
should draw inspirahon from 
what is happening m Italy, 
South Korea, Japan and many 
other countries 

In South Korea former 
president Roh Tae Woo has 
been jailed for taking bnbes 
to the tune of $350 million 
The most dramabc cleansing 
nas taken place m Italy Few 
could believe that prominent 
politicians, public servants 
and busmessmen could be 
jaded, as they were m the 
eighties Seven tames prune 
minister, senator for life and 


33 times cabmet minister, Mr 
Guilio Andreotti, faces trial 
which bears testimony to the 
retribution in the country It 
is about time that India 
accepts Bus global phenome¬ 
non too and also jails the cor¬ 
rupt leaders 

Erosion of 
institutions 

I n the seminar 
Corruption in Indian 
Politics and Bureaucracy, 
proceedmgs of which 
have been published by the 
Punjab University s Coi- 
respondencc Courses, papers 
were presented v> hich 
showed that m all spheri s and 
professions corruption has 
become a way of hfe Starbng 
from the ubiquitous system 
of giving Diwali gifts it 
engulfs the very fabric of our 
country The institutions 
which were supposed to pro¬ 
tect democracy are today 
manned by people whose 
position has been compro¬ 
mised 

Press The press has 
seen the most blatant erosion 
of values Today journalists 
openly-demand bnbes from 
companies to print their 
press releases Newspapers 
do not command the respect 
nor do they play the role 
expected of them News 
papers today are a shadow of 
their past, none of them comes 
close even to the role played 
by them dunng the emer¬ 
gency Fearless reporting has 
given way to almost blind 
publishing of official hand 
outs 

Even in the hawala scan¬ 
dal, though the case dates 
back to 1991, the newspapers 
remained silent Asks Rajm- 
der Pun, whose dogged 
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efforts forced the scandal to 
be exposed, "Why did the 
media remain silent?" 

Judiciary. Though the 
judiciary has taken up cudgels 
on behalf of the ordinary 
Indian, some of its members 
have not escaped the lures of 
bribery. Six years ago, five 
judges were forced to resign 
after the Bar Council pillo¬ 
ried them on charges of cor¬ 
ruption and compromise 

Last year, Justice A M 
Bhattachaijee resigned after 
he received $80,000 for a 
book he had written Since it 
was a disproportionate 
amount for writing a book, it 
was alleged that the money 
was actually paid for fixing 
certain judgements. The bar 
association has alleged that 
undue favours could be 
obtained by relatives of 
judges who may be practising 
law. Such cases are becoming 
increasingly common all over 
the country 

Police and CBI: 
Corruption in the police 


comes in many forms In 
many cities, regular haftas are 
demanded by diem as protec¬ 
tion of illegal businesses. 
Much of the exploitation of 
women in prostitution dens 
takes place with the involve¬ 
ment of the police. Huge 
bribes are collected by them 
when they start their traffic 
control drives. 

The CBI works as the 
handmaiden of the politi¬ 
cians For every case that 
comes to light, there are scores 
of otilers which are hushed 
up by the agency Even the 
hawala case would not have 
come to light, if the CBI had 
its way. 

Civil Services. The rot 
in the civil services has 
been phenomenal. From mis¬ 
use of official vehicles to 
accepting bribes for various 
favours, our bureaucrats have 
not been left behind. The 
excuse given for decline in 
civil services is that politicians 
have broken the back of the 
bureaucracy in India. Civil 


service officers have crawled 
when asked to bend. In the 
process, they have come to be 
known as the "Indian Co¬ 
wards Service". 

Not surprisingly, the 
civil service in India has 
acquired the image of the 
Ambassador car. outdated, 
too heavy to move and inef¬ 
ficient. 

Army. Time was when 
the army was insulated. Not 
anymore. Corruption in the 
army too has reached alarm¬ 
ing levels. Officials reveal 
that bribes are often taken 
by the army's rations pro¬ 
curement section Soldiers 
are used by officers to do 
their personal work and are 
often seen washing clothes or 
running errands for the 
wives of army officers The 
system of annual appraisal 
reports gives rise to bribes m 
the form of gifts which 
must be given, tor a favour¬ 
able report, to the command¬ 
ing officer. 


The Political 
Histoiy of 
Corruption 

T he erosion of values 
has not been sudden. 
Indians have lived 
with corruption for 
years. The political history 
of corruption starts with 
independence and ends with 
the hawala racket, at least 
for the time being. 

Political corruption start¬ 
ed right in Nehru's time At 
every stage the leadership of 
the country was willing to 
compromise and pretend that 
it did not exist. When matters 
came to a head, even Nehru 
let politicians like Kairon 
and T T Krishnamachan go 
free. Though Nehru may have 
been honest, he turned a 
blind eye to charges of corrup¬ 
tion against his partymen and 
was impatient with the alle¬ 
gations. 

It was only natural that 
the same trend contmued m 


Is corruption a modern phenomenon? 

Though it is doubtful that it permeated society so effectively and widely as it has today, corruption in one form or 
another has always existed. Kautilya, in his Arthashastra, says that government officials are inherently corrupt. He men¬ 
tions 40 ways of embezzlement of funds. He writes, "Just as it is impossible not to taste the honey or the poison that finds 
Itself at the tip of the tongue, so It is impossible for a government servant not to eat up a bit of the king's revenue. Just as 
fish moving under water cannot possibly be found out either as drinking or not drinking water, so government servants 
employed in government work cannot be found out whether they are tiding for themselves or not It is possible to mark 
the movements of birds flying high up In the sky, but it is not possible fo ascertain the movement of government servants 
for hidden purpose.” 

There is much that can be learned from Kautilya. The legislative authority of the king whs bound both by Dharma as 
laid down in the Shrutis and Smrftis as also by the customs and convsfttiotts prevailing in the kingdom. There warp five 
political preventive checks: (I) the coronation oath, (li) laws and customs, M public opinion, #v) ministers, and fv) 
assemblies. Though internal checks are less powerful than legal checks of modem times, internal checks often prevented 
officials from blatant corruption. Public opinion, for instance, is recognised as a powerful'fool: if any effica( is accused 
by one hundred persons, he should be dismissed by the king. ' * ' 

Basic to all this is Dharma. The Mahabharta, and even Kautilya, assert that a king who rule# in epcordance with, the tews 
of Dharma will gain foe dignity of God and go to heaven, whereas an unri0^Jite wng will sink irjfo hell. The prospect of 
hell for afong te tefrtgWwirjg one. Today's leaders, hotwy^r: are not afreldciljlrfiv,,,,, < ,, 

I—II..I.,...,........ : - iliiUmn..n..iA.. 
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Mrs Gandhi's time The 
famous Nagarwala episode 
and tiie Kao oil deals were the 
early manifestations of cor¬ 
ruption The failure to address 
issues at that stage continued 
to snowball and only gamed 
momentum in Rajiv Gandhi's 
time 

Scandals only increased 
in frequency thereafter There 
was no deal in which bribes 
were not given Some of 
them were revealed in the 
press Some of them, like the 
payments reportedly made 
by the multinational compa¬ 
ny Fnron tor ' educating 
Indians", were only men¬ 
tioned m passing The compa¬ 
ny, seemingly was success¬ 
ful in educating some 
Indians at least The telecom¬ 
munications scandal further 
showed an inept minister 
faunmng a company in his 
home State for reasons best 
known to him 

The Rao government has 
moved from allegation to 
allegation Tht Prime Minis¬ 
ter was alleged to have taken 
Rs one crore from Harshad 
Mehta In the hawala case, he 
is alleged to have taken Rs 
1 SS crore Whether the allega¬ 
tions are true or not, the fact 
is that the hawala agents were 
no strangeis to the leaders 
Why, tor instance, did the 
Prime Minister take hawala 
accused, Mr B R Jam, with his 
delegation when he visited 
South Korea and China m 
September 1991, as has been 
reported 7 in tact. Prime 
Minister Rao’s track record in 
dealing with corruption is a 
dubious one He continued to 
protect Railways Minister 
CK Jaffer Shanef who was 
indicted by a Parliamentary 
Committee for taking bnbes 


in the locomotive deal Mr 
Sukh Ram was indicted in 
the sugar import case in 
1989, but continued to hold 
position and earned fame 
once again for the telecom¬ 
munications scandal The 
securities scam saw two min¬ 
isters, Mr B Shankaranand 
and Mr Rameshwar Thakur 
indicted by the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) They were allowed to 
continue for 20 months before 
any action was taken 

How the Hawala 
racket broke 

here are a few public 
spirited citizens still 
left but for whom the 
nation would have 
collapsed Even at the risk of 
being called crazy, these hon¬ 
est citizens have questioned 
why things cannot improve 
For the hawala case, there 
were two journalists who filed 
a public interest litigation that 
led to the disclosures 

Inspite ot the senous- 
ness of the hawala scandal, it 
may never have come to light 
at all It was a chance intercep¬ 
tion of Ashfaq Hussain 
Lone, a deputy chief of intelli¬ 
gence of Hizbul Mujahideen, 
a Kashmiri militant group, 
that set the ball rolling When 
he was arrested in 1991, Lone 
was carrying Rs 16 lakh 
meant for Kashmiri militants 
The money was linked to 
hawala operators which led 
to the kingpins the Jam broth¬ 
ers A surprise raid recov¬ 
ered the diaries which con- 
tamed details of payments 
made to leaders and bureau¬ 
crats Iriteresbngly, Mr OP 
Sharma, the CB1 officer who 
unearthed the dianes, was 
suspended soon after on 



■F i M iiiqi m i u .. . . . . . ni l .. h i i n.m i i !■,. 

Behind the hawala 

What id hawala? Hawala id nothing but ille¬ 
gal foreign exchange transactions, it Is the way 
that bribes received abroad can be brought into 
the country, bypassing official channels, it is the 
way that terrorists within our country can be paid 
though payments are made abroad. It is also the 
way that bribes received within the country can 
be converted into dollars and stashed away in 
secret bank accounts abroad. Conversion is 
done at black market rates. 

This la hpw it works. Suppose a multina¬ 
tional company wants to bag a contract in India. 

It pays dollars to a hawala agent abroad. His 
counterpart makes rupee payments to politicians 
and bureaucrats in India In rupees, converting 
the money at black market rates. Among the ' 
companies that have figured m the latest case : 
are the French company Alsthom which was 
awarded the Dulhastl power project and the ) 
Swedish company Scnca which got the LM 
power project. Senior officials of the NTPC, Coal 
India, NHPC, EIL and other State officials were 
paid for the contracts. 

This might explain why our ministers are at 
pains to explain that liberalisation and entry of 
multinationals are good for the country, even 
in the face of rising debt, devaluation of rupee, , 
rising' inflation and increase in the rich-poor gap. 
Foreign powers who want to destabilise the 
country too make payments abroad and the 
hawala agent makes rupee payments to terror¬ 
ists within the country. For example, if hawala 
had been controlled, there would have been no 
rise in militancy in India; the Bombay blasts may 
never have happened. Maybe the payments 
made to ministers were protection money, as 
has been alleged. 

Politicians have also used the hawala chan¬ 
nels for sending their dirty money abroad. The 
agent is paid rupees in India which are convert¬ 
ed and deposited in secret accounts in a foreign 
country by another hawala agent. 

The question is: if Sanjay 1 Dutt could be 
jailed for the possession of a gun, what should 
be done with politicians who received thp money 

ffibteot criminals? 
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charges of corruption. 

Even then attempts were 
made to hush up the case. In 
1993, two journalists, Mr 
Vineet Narain and Mr 
Rajinder Puri filed a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) 
alleging deliberate and con¬ 
tinuing cover-up of the case. 
The press had only sporadi¬ 
cally reported the case. 
Acting on the PIL, the three- 
member bench of the 
Supreme Court, consisting of 
Justice J.S. Verma, S P 
Bharucha and S C. Sen, forced 
the CBI to take action. 

On March 5, 1995, the 
Jain brothers were arrested 
This would not have hap¬ 
pened but for the prodding of 
the Supreme Court. But, two 
of them, N.K. and B.R. Jain 
were allowed to abscond 
The Court made a scathing 
observation that the investi¬ 
gating officers were not fit to 
hold their posts. Even after 
the arrest, investigations pro¬ 
ceeded slowly. Finally on 
January 16, 199o, the CBI 
informed the Court that it 
had chargeshceted seven 
prominent politicians, includ¬ 
ing three Union ministers and 
the leader of Opposition. 

The leaders who were 
caught claimed that the 
money was taken to fight 
elections. This is true only to a 
certain extent. Many of them 
have been exposed as being 
personally corrupt. In 1991, 
Devi Lai visited Norway to 
attend the funeral of the 
Norwegian king. Hawala 
operator S.K. Jain accompa¬ 
nied him and allegedly 
arranged a Honda Accord car 
for his grandson, Pradeep 
Kumar. This was surely not 
for elections but a distinctly 
personal bribe. 


Likewise, CBI has stated 
that Arif Mohammad Khan 
used the money to buy hous¬ 
es, vehicles and jewellery. 
Kalpnath Rai reportedly too 
started living luxuriously. 
There was a "drastic change" 
in his spending habits from 
1988 onwards, says the CBI. 
Arjun Singh allegedly re¬ 
ceived money for "favours 
done and/or expected of 
him". Balram Jakhar, accord¬ 
ing to the CBI, sent his wife 
on a tour to Europe and the 
Middle East and $5,000 were 
paid abroad. Thus, funding of 
elections is only part of the 
story. Many of our leaders 
have not missed any oppor¬ 
tunity to make personal prof¬ 
it, even though they may 
claim that they took the 
money only for their parties. 

It is now clear that part of 
the ills of the Indian eco¬ 
nomy, such as inflation and 
devaluation of the rupee, are 
due to the large scale transfer 
ol funds abroad. The IMF has 
confirmed tiiat the deposits 
have reached the figure of 
Rs 1,332 crore. But, with 
politicians of all parties 
involved in gathering money, 
this would be only a fraction 
of the actual figure. 

What has not yet been 
revealed is the source of some 
of the hawala funds. Did it 
originate in a Comity hostile 
to India? Was India's secu¬ 
rity compromised? The 
answer to this question must 
await further disclosures. 

What Should Be 
Done 

T he hawala scandal 
presents an opportu¬ 
nity tor the leadership 
to face the issue of 
corruption with finality. There 


are several things that can 
be done. 

Political contributions. 
Political contributions are a 
worldwide phenomenon. In 
the US, contributions must be 
reported to the government. 
People can easily obtain 
printouts of it. Presidential 
campaigns are financed by 
the government general elec¬ 
tions, not party nominations). 
Individuals can give up to 
$1,000 to any candidate but 
that limit could be evaded. 
There would be no excuse for 
taking bribes if the Indian 
government financed the elec¬ 
tions and did away with 
political contributions alto¬ 
gether. 

Form a Justice Commis¬ 
sion. There should be a con¬ 
stitutional amendment tak¬ 
ing away the power of 
crime detection and prose¬ 
cution from politicians. A 
'justice commission', like the 
Election Commission, which 
should be independent and 
removable only by impeach¬ 
ment by Parliament, should 
be constituted. This commis¬ 
sion could investigate public- 
servants and politicians, with¬ 
out anybody's approval. 

Remove the Official 
Secrets ’ Act. Bribery is born 
when there is undue secrecy. 
There should be nothing 
secretive about business con¬ 
tracts and the basis of their 
award. The government 
must remove the Official 
Secrets Act and introduce 
transparency in its decision 
making. 

Make public the assets 
of leaders and their families: 
Bureaucrats and politicians 
must make public their assets 
whether belonging to them or 
members of their families. 


This information should be 
placed on public record and 
the electorate can be given 
access to it. 

Make the CBI indepen¬ 
dent: The investigating 
agency should be made inde¬ 
pendent and should not have 
to seek permission to file 
charge sheets against a public 
servant. 

Punish the rascals: 
Whenever a politician is 
caught, there are demands 
for his resignation. This is no 
punishment. Corrupt minis¬ 
ters should be jailed and their 
property confiscated. 

It is doubtful that any 
political party will accept 
these suggestions as it will 
clip their own wings. Many 
people believe that nothing 
will come out of the hawala 
scandal. After the initial 
revelations, they will be for¬ 
gotten and the status quo 
will prevail. The scandal 
will ensure that methods of 
the bribery will change. 
They will become more 
devious and secretive. For 
one thing, there will be no 
diaries to recover in future. 

We hope that this is a 
cynical viewpoint. But the 
hawala case can find its place 
in history only if it is a turning 
point and is used as an 
opportunity to reform the 
corrupt system. 

For once, the people of 
India hope that real life fol¬ 
lows the one portrayed in 
films. For, in the movies, the 
villains are always punished 
in the end. It remains to be 
seen whether real life vil¬ 
lains are also punished or 
not. For the sake of the elec¬ 
torate's faith in our democra¬ 
tic system, it is hoped that 
they are. 
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Your Memory 

s in Competitions 


Dearfriend, 

My name is Raj Pspoa- 1 want to discuss two cour- 
m tnri teach you how to study and how to use more 
minrf power for success. These courses are so power¬ 
ful that every student benefits greatly and that is why 
you get no-risk 31 day money-back guarantee. 

MH Power Study Techniques - This 4-volume 
course teaches you to study and remember more in 
less time, read renter, relax, develop concentration, 
avoid mistakes, and more.. 

Mind Power Maaic Course - Scientific music 
programs your mind for better memory, concentra¬ 
tion, will power, etc... 

Your mind is very powerful. You may not know it, 
but it ii true. Yogis in India have always known it. 

Scientists have learnt more about the brain/mind in 
the last 20 years than in the whole history of man. 
They have discovered that moat people use only 10* 
of tneir mind power. 

How Will You BanaffH 

Before you read this page fully. I want to make it 
clear that my course can not give success by magic. 

But with my course, you can be more sure of suc¬ 
cess because you become better than 99* of students 
in following 9 Critical Success Factors : 

1. Good increase in your memory and concentra¬ 
tion 2. Your effectiveness to read and learn will in¬ 
crease greatly 3. Your ability to study longer without 
getting tired (body or mind) or feeling sleepy wilt in¬ 
crease 4. You will experience that you are capable of 
achieving much more success than you currently do 
(even if you are already very good) S. Small to 
moderate improvement m your intelligence 6. Set 
realistically high aims/goafs and take you step by 
step on the road to achieve success 7. Improve writ¬ 
ing, spelling, interview skills 8. Learn exam secrets 
to gel more marks for what you have studied 
9. Avoid big mistakes that can result in failure. 

Suppose you improve only 5* in each, then total 
improvement is 5x9* 45*. I know you will 
improve 100* just in reading speed. So, your total 
improvement will be really great for-your success. 

Simple, Practical, Effective 

My techniques are effective They do not make 
you tired. And you can learn them fast 1 teach no 
theory. Only the techniques that have proved effec¬ 
tive for myself and other students. The newspaper 
Times of India, says that from my course you learn 
"Simple, effective, practical techniques to improve 
overall intelligence and mind power. Even average 
student can easily understand. 

Improve Your Memory Quickly 

Of many easy techniques, two are explained here. 

ONE. The brain has two memory stores: short¬ 
term and long-term. Research shows that without 
revision, after 24 hours we remember 18*. After 1 
month only 5*. It clearly shows that we must revise 
well. But most students do not revise systematically 
enough, so much of their hard work is wasted. I 
teach you the powerful techniques “Systematic 
Revision” ana "Daily Routine * 1 2 3 * 5 * 7 8 ’ so that you can revise 
and remember more in less tune. 

TWO. Scientific research has proved that for bet¬ 
ter memory, we should take rest You will learn my 
technique "Rest Routine” to get maximum benefit 
from the rest. My technique relaxes you, changes 
your brain waves, and puts you in a "teaming state”. 

From today, for better memory, you should revise 
more, and also take rest when you study. 

Read Faster to Revise Fsstsr 
. Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, or 
500 or more words per minute. But, many of us read 
only about 100 words per minute. My “Finger Tech¬ 
nique” will double vour reading speed in 30 minutes. 

The best use of reading faster is not to study new 
chapten for the first time, but to revise again and 
again quickly so that you can remember more in less 
tone. Here is what two experts say about it: 

“I am very lumpy to inform you that my son Ravi 
Anand increased ms reading speed from 228 to 
surprisingly high 1818 words per minute. Thank you 
for your coioae.”-or m l «nv<. Mans. m& Cy« aunm. aaw 

“Unbelievably, 1 improved my reading speed from 
75 to 200 words per minute. My son improved tin 
memory. He also improved his reading speed from 
45 to 100.” —ftvtMsuiagw. peo, Rwiwrymun* 


Topper’s Unique Course 

1 combine 5000 year old techniques of India with 
the latest scientific discoveries in brain research, 
nutrition, psychology, music in USA and other 
countries. The result is my unique course. 

Using my techniques for one week will prove to 
you that they are surprisingly powerful. Just as a 
strong foundation helps to build e good building, my 
course helps you to make the best use of your coach¬ 
ing, tuition, arid hard work. You can now order this 
course on 31-day guarantee basis. So, no risk to you. 


Our Student Sets 
All India 
Memory Record 




from Palampur in Himachal 
Pradesh wM appear In Limce 
Book of Records for setting All 
India Memory Record on 1 
Aug 1995. In interviews to 
many newspapers he said 
The secret of my newly 
developed memory are postal 
courses Mind Rower Music 
and Mnd Power Study 
Techniques from the Mind Power Research Institute.' 

Before joining our courses, he was an average stu¬ 
dent and scored only 52.25% in High School Exam. 


13 Powerful Chapter* 

A partial list of contents is given below: 

1. Learn two mind power study techniques in one 
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than what others told you • Daily Routine: your 
guide to super success 

2. Exam secrets for getting more marks • Do not 
eat just before an exam * How examiners correct 
answer papers, and how to use this knowledge to gel 
more marks • For these 2 types of questions, you can 
even fool the examiner and get more marks 

3. Read faster to save time * Understanding and 

taking care of your eyes • Experience your mind 
power as a magnet 4 How to improve your memory 
in a surprisingly easy way • Systematic Revision and 
Daily Routine: easiest and most powerful memory 
techniques 

5. Interview techniques for self-confidence, suc¬ 

cess 6. More techniques for improving memory, con¬ 
centration. and intelligence 

7. How to use tune in the classroom for success 

8. Mind maps- a new scientific way to take 
memorable notes • Key concepts, key words: nature 
of memory 

8. Program yourself for success by using the 

K wer of beliefs, imagination, and Neuro Linguistic 
sgrammmg 10. Advanced memory techniques to 
remember long sequences, spellings, complicated 
things 

Chapters 11,12, and 13. Three more chapters. 
Powemil and life-changing. Very useful. 

Music for Success 
Mind Power Music is based on scientific research 
into how the mind works and how to program and 
control tt for our own success. It has sounds from in¬ 
struments and nature (river or birds). For details on 
how such relaxing music helps to learn faster, please 
read USA besl-aeuer book ' SuperleamingV 
This music contains Hidden-Messages™ which 
bypass your conscious mind and go directly to your 
subconscious mind, and change your behaviour. 

“I have already purchased a course of Mind Power 
Music. Phase send me 6 more for the use of my staff. 
Thank you." —Rector (Prince*!), Holy Roc* School -jelwnfi, W.B 

“Very good. It relaxes my body and mind. It reduces 
the tension of my studies.” —Or Mu Barahiya, MBBS, Bhopal 
“Was veiy useful when I was preparing for my M.D. 
exam, which 1 pasted. Thanks." —Orvxaiyatar.MD, Puns 
Mind Power Music has powerful effects on your 
mind/brain. So. it it aot for people with epilepsy, and 
anyone undergoing psychiatric or electro-therapy. 


BIO-DATA 

You have the right to know about my life and my | 

experiences dial explain how I achieved success myself 
and why I can help you now. 

•B E. BITS Pilani M Tech, I1T Kharagpur, NTSE 
scholar. Rank 5 Raj School Board 
•World-famous author I published 3 computer books in 
USA One is best selling “MS-DOS Masters" S27. 
•Increased my reading speed from 72 to 1037 words per 
minute. Was a member of Society for Accelerated 
Learning & Teaching, USA. 

My fust job as an engineer paid only Rs 1000 per 
MONTH lusi 7 years later, 1 earned $50 or Rt 1500 
per HOUR in USA as computer expert. 

•At the peak of success, I returned to India to do some¬ 
thing in our own country. Now, I spend my full time to 
do research for student's benefit 
•1 also learnt French, Sanskrit, Karate, Breaking wooden 
board by hand, many Meditations, etc._ 


I Lost A Big Chance. But You ... 

To get success in UT entrance. 1 wanted to order the 
best postal coaching course. Bin I was not sure if die 
course would really give me success. After waiting for 
3 months, I ordered the course The course was very 
good and it helped me to get rank 1102 

I lost the chance to join Blech in AT because I did not 
decide immediately to order the course and waited for 3 
months. You should not lose any chance. Order dot 
course now without waiting for another day. Thousands 
from every comer of India and around the world are 
already benefitting. You can also benefit now. 

Are you sure you understand fully tore you must order 
this course now if you really want to get success and also 
fulfil your parent's trapes and dreams? God’s blessings 
and my best wishes are with you for your success 

Money-Back GUARANTEE 

Order course 805,110 or 712, and if you are not fully 
100% satisfied, tear it into pieces and return in 31 (fays, 

I will return your money (less Rs 20 for postage, 
handling, MO) No quesuons asked. I guarantee it 

Are you thinking why others do not give guarantee 
and how I can give such a unique no-nsk guarantee? k 
is because my course is so powerful that 31 days is more 
than enough lime for you to benefit greatly. From 
experience I know that many people benefit on die first 
day and almost everyone benefits greatly within one 
week Now 1 will also send you a Surprise Gift to help 
improve your concentration (inspired by 5000 old Sri 
Yantra which was used by yogis for concentration ) 

Even if your return the course, keep it free as my gift. 


Save Rs 40 or Rs 45 Mow 


The price for Course 805 is Rs 145 in India (540 in 
USA) Now for limited time, the introductory dbcom 
price is Rs 105 pins 15 postage. So, you save Rs 40. 

Similarly, thousands of courses code 110 and 110H 
were sold for Rs 95 -f 15 But now, you save Rs 45 


Nam* and Description 

Mind Power Study Techniques 
Mind Power Music Courses 

English 

Cede 

806 

Hindi 

Code 

806H 

105+16 

Mammy and Concentration 
(Thousands sold for Rs 9S+15) 

110 

11 OH 

50+16 

Develop Strong WIN Power 
Special Offers 

280 

260H 

95+15 

A» the three above (805,110,260) 

640 

840M 

260+16 

Both courses B05 and 110 

712 

712H 

155+15 


How to Order 

You can order in two ways: 

(1) Send the full price to get In' Registered Post OR 

(2) For VPP, the price is Rs 10 more than if you send the 
full amount in advance: sendroughly half amount as 
advance; pay remaining amount to postman. 

To order, go to the bank or post office, and quickly 
send a Money Order or Bank Draft in the name of 
1M.P.1U. pnyableatUdajpvr-RaJarthan to: 

Sfraetor, Mind Power Re a na r ch Institute 
M-3 Mind Powur Cham burs. Suet 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajaathan) 318002 
To oat»laalaat. please write an ham coda, name, address, 

PIN CAPtTALlatoia. Mao ware your name & addraaa t! the 
(1) bottom ot MO torni OR (2) back t* DO. Don’t sand TMOw IPO. 
Copyright MPRI. TM-trademarks. UtWpurluriadfcSan only. 






ESSAY 

Sick Industries: Causes and Cure 


Gone are the days when 
nationalisation of ailing industries was 
thought to be the panacea for all indus¬ 
trial ills. In a highly competitive and qual¬ 
ity conscious climate that prevails in the 
market (free) economies of the world, in¬ 
dustries going sick, for known or un¬ 
known reasons, do not stand much chance 
of support. Industries other than the ones 
in the core sector, and enjoying a sense of 
security earlier even when found in the 
red, are being treated an unnecessary drain 
on the State exchequer. Their being in the 
public sector and getting sick or having 
already gone sick does not entitle them to 
any special favour. This is perhaps due to 
the demands of changing time, ever since 
economic reforms were introduced in In¬ 
dia in 1991. 

In the past even such industries in 
the private sector as failed to cope up with 
the market forces and began to languish 
for certain reasons, found a safe haven 
under the umbrella of nationalisation. The 
coming into existence of the National Tex¬ 
tile Corporation is one such example when 
a number of textile units suffering heavy 
losses or facing forced closure were taken 
over by the government. The story in other 
fields of production like coal, jute, sugar 
etc is no different. But, ironical enough, 
these measures failed to rejuvenate most 
of the sick units and the policy of indis¬ 
criminate nationalisation boomerang 
zeal. 

There is no gainsaying the fact that 
industrial sickness overtaking some indus¬ 
tries, whether in the private sector or in 
the public sector, does not strike in one 
stroke. The symptoms of sickness start 
breeding in the industry when it tries to 
flourish under the protective wings of 
permits, quotas and controls by the gov¬ 
ernment. In its monopolistic smugness, 
an industry or industries may find the 
going roaring and rewarding but such a 


situation, as we all realise now, cannot 
continue for ever. The tendency on the 
part of Indian industries to live on bor¬ 
rowed breath in the shape of easy loans, 
concessions and reduction in duties and 
a marked reluctance to acquire competi¬ 
tive competence of their own, has landed 
them in their present state of stinking 
stagnation,'or sickness. Non-replace¬ 
ment of old machinery, outdated tech¬ 
nology and repetitive market as well as 
management techniques, have been the 
main enemies. 

Factors responsible for the sickness 
of industries may vary in degree but not 
in essence. In the private sector it is the 
unwillingness on the part of managements 
to modernise their production methods 
(technology) and other areas of operation, 
as also to construct bridges of understand¬ 
ing with the workers that have been ma¬ 
jor causes of sickness. But in the case of 
industries becoming sick in the public sec¬ 
tor, the major causes have been manage¬ 
ment of the public sector industries by 
bureaucrats instead of technocrats and 
market and management experts. Running 
an industry on efficient-cum-profit basis 
is not managing a government department 
or ministry. Nepotism, red-tapism, ineffi¬ 
ciency, political interference and even cor¬ 
ruption have been the worst enemies of 
public sector industries and their manage¬ 
ment. There is nothing inherently wrong 
with foe State owning and running some 
industries in certain vital areas of national 
economy. Even now, when privatisation 
has become foe current coin, government 
employees operate a casino in Ghana, bake 
cookies in Egypt, mine salt in Mexico and 
make matches in Mali (World Bank Re¬ 
port). 

In foe case of sick industries in the 
public sector, some of foe reforms or cura¬ 
tive measures identified as essential could 
be: greater divestiture, more competition, 


hardened budgets, reform of financial sec¬ 
tor and an improved incentive structure 
to motivate State-Owned Enterprises 
(SOEs) managers. Coupled with these are 
foe appointment of technocrats and experts 
at foe top positions and an undiluted ob¬ 
ligation on their part to stand accountable 
for all their acts of commission and omis¬ 
sion. 

In all ages and areas of human con¬ 
ception and concrete action, the rule has 
been 'foe survival of foe fittest'. India is a 
big consumer-cum-capital market and its 
potential to grow larger and larger in the 
days to come are rated very high. There 
are challenges and chances knocking at 
foe door. The healthy ones are surely in an 
advantageous position to explore and ex¬ 
ploit the opportunities. But all is not lost 
as far as foe sick industries are concerned. 
Having known the causes, they can adopt 
corrective measures and be in a state of 
fitness. Without losing time and heart, they 
can think of merging themselves with big¬ 
ger units or invite foreign investments or 
collaboration, especially from the NRIs, on 
mutually beneficial terms. The State or 
government, on its part should ensure 
uninterrupted supply of power, raw ma¬ 
terial, both indigenous as well as im¬ 
ported, rationalisation and even 
lowering of taxes, grant of loans on easy 
terms and the like. Both the employers 
as well as workers should work for peace 
on the industrial front and ensure un¬ 
hindered production. All this and other 
steps may prove a pipe-dream for the 
sick industries unless hi-technology and 
the concomitant infrastructure facilities, 
commensurate with the needs of the fast 
changing times, are provided on a war 
footing. In the present day world 'sky is 
foe limit' for those who think and act 
with all their senses attuned to the 
moods and mores of the milieu, at home 
and abroad. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

The Return of Communists 


With the end of the cold war, many pre¬ 
dicted the end of history and the demise of 
communism. It had been rejected by people 
in countries across Europe and Russia, in 
favour of free markets and democratic sys¬ 
tems of government 

After five years, the euphoria has gone. 
Hopes of the people of having a better stan¬ 
dard of living in the new system, seem to be 
belied as the free market system has not been 
able to look after the needs of the majority of 
the population. Western style capitalism 
clearly ms not the solution, and the people 
are wearily returning to the old leaders. For 
all its evils, the system did not have the se- 
vere shortages and rocketing prices of goods. 

The world witnesses today a resurgence 
of communism In virtually awry formerly 
communist country, communists haoe made 
substantial gains. 

This feature looks at changes taking , 
place in the world. It attempts to answer the. 1 
question whether the world is returning to 
the past. Is it the victory of an ideology that 
ruled by fear and led by the most blatant 
suppression of its own people? Will the world 
return to the days of the cold war? The re-' 
turn to communism also has lessons fot 
elected governments elsewhere and the fea¬ 
ture describes what they might be. 

T otalitarian regimes, as presided 

over by the former communist coun¬ 
tries, evoked fear and loathing. George 
Orwell described such a regime in his book 
2 984, as one which brutally suppressed the 
human spirit. But, as the cold war ended 
and the communist regimes in Europe 
and Russia collapsed, it seemed that 
Orwell's vision could never become a 
reality again. Barring China, which still 
: had a repressive communist regime, the 
rest of the world seemed to have em¬ 
braced democracy and the hedonism of 
the free market system. 


However, in just five years commu¬ 
nists are again on the comeback trail. 
Free market does provide better prod¬ 
ucts and opportunities, but only to those 
who can afford with prices sky-rocket¬ 
ing and severe shortages the old system 
suddenly has started to look more hu¬ 
mane as far as the common masses are 
concerned. 

TN Russia, the communists have emerged 
Xas the single largest party in 
the Parliament, in the elections held in 
December 1995. The majority of the people 
feel that the new system has not benefited 
them. In Poland, a former communist 
leader has become President, ousting the 
freedom fighting hero Lech Walesa. There 
have been notable gains in the Baltics. 
Hungary and Bulgaria too indicate a re¬ 
vival of socialism. 

Closer home, Nepal has had a com¬ 
munist government, if only for a short 
time. The minority government ruled 
under a democratic constitution and could 
not think of having a dictatorship. Poli¬ 
tics polarised between the communists 
and non-conmmunists and it became clear 
that the communists could not rule with¬ 
out coalitions. In such circumstances, 
power precedes principle and the com¬ 
munists stood discredited in the eyes of 
the people. 

In India, the communist movement 
has not been able to acquire a country¬ 
wide foothold. It rules in oily one State 
and the CPI, CPI-M and Naxalite factions 
are actually stagnating. Marxism in India 
remained of the textbook variety and with 
the country having taken to reforms and 
economic liberalisation, it is unlikely that 
communists will ever come to power. CPI- 
led unions have actually hindered indus¬ 
trial growth, the result of which has been 
withdrawal of capital from West Bengal. 


In a reversal of ideology, the communist 
government too actively started inviting 
foreign capital in the State. 

In that sense, the revival of commu¬ 
nism in Europe and Russia are events 
happening in a distant land with little rel¬ 
evance here. It is doubtful that people will 
be moved by those events and develop a 
sympathy for the communist party in In¬ 
dia. 

In other countries too, there have 
been changes, though not so severe, In 
France, the National Front led by Jean- 
Marie Le Pen has been gaining votes; 
while in Italy a post-fascist Gianfranco 
Fini had managed to form a coalition 
government last year. However, in Aus¬ 
tria the elections showed that the neo- 
Nazi party led by Jorg Haider could only 
get the third place. 

T HE gains of the communists are im¬ 
pressive. But does it mean that democ¬ 
racy is under threat? Are the new com¬ 
munists any different from the old ones, 
in the sense that they believe in multi¬ 
party freedom and respect human rights? 
Or is the world heading towards new re¬ 
gimes that may be more brutal than the 
old ones? 

Indeed, some of the fears seem to be 
real. Belans President Alexander 
Lukashenka tried everything he could to stop 
the country voting for a parliament. 
Slovakia's Vladimir Meciar and Romania's 
Ion lliescu do not tolerate opposition or 
minorities. Russia's communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov too did not respect 
democratic norms in his attempts to get rid 
of Yeltsin. In fact, leaders the world over 
display totalitarian tendencies and would 
pose a ducat to democracy, given a. chance. 

Yet, it would be misleading to inter 
pret the events as a return to the past. Many 
ex-communists have changed their poli- 
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ties and realise that democratic ways may 
be the only ones to keep them in power. 
The vote in Russia is not an ideological 
vote but against an economy that has 
not looked after their needs. When 
things are bad, people vote for change. 
If the newly elected governments are not 
able to look after the needs of the popu¬ 
lation, they too will be voted out in the 
next elections. 

- The communist leaders realise this. 
They have assured continuation of mar¬ 
ket reforms with an emphasis on social 
security. In Poland, and in Russia, they 
have assured liberalisation and coopera¬ 
tion with the West. Clearly, a return to the 
policies of Marxism-Leninism seems to be 
out. What is emerging is a multi-party 
system similar to Western countries. The 
re-incarnation of communism, thus, does 
not mean that democracy is discredited. 

A return to one party rule seems a thing 
)f the past. Socio-economic, political 
and technological changes have 
gone so far ahead that the communists 
cannot impose censorship and start con¬ 
fiscating property. What the people have 
voted for even in Russia is not a return to 
the repressive Soviet Union but for capi¬ 
talism with a human face. The free market 
is ruthless and the poor have no place in 
it. The vote says that somehow this must 
be corrected. 

On the other hand, socialism, as it 
existed, led to inefficiencies and large scale 
wastage of resources. People were just not 
interested to put in their best because ev¬ 
erything belonged to the State. There was 
no incentive to work harder. The situation 
was similar to what exists in the public 
sector in India. 

Capitalism and communism stand on 
extremes. If the first liberates human en¬ 
terprise, it fails to deliver rapid material 
advances for everybody; poverty remains 
unconquered in the midst of abundance. 
The second provides survival to all but in 
the process stifles economic and political 
freedom. 

The people of Europe have seen both 
extremes. But it would be wrong to inter¬ 
pret the latest vote as a rejection of capi¬ 


talism. What is needed perhaps is a middle 
path between the two extreme ideologies. 
Without significant and substantial social 
and institutional checks, both capitalism 
and socialism can go seriously wrong. 

It is now evident that even though 
communists have returned to power and 
some of them are in the Lenin-Stalinist 
mould, communism as it existed will never 
be able to return. Eric Hobswan in his 
book. The Century of Extremes—A History 
of the Short Twentieth Century , predicts that 
no communist revolution or take-over is 
likely to happen for several decades, 
though communism will remain alive and 
may expand-its support base. 

D URING the 1980s there were as many 
as 35 countries ruled by communist 
parties. Soviet communism had domi¬ 
nated international politics for almost 74 
years of the twentieth century. The for¬ 
eign policy of many countries during this 
time was shaped by the existence of the 
Soviet Union. Now there are only five 
countries ruled by communists. Every one 
of them, even Cuba and North Korea, are 
adapting to the concept of global market. 
In fact, the free market has almost become 
an ideology in the post cold-war world. 

China too has introduced far-reach¬ 
ing economic reforms. It has a conceptual 
compromise of market socialism. Vietnam 
is actively wooing American and Japanese 
capital and seems to be redefining its ide¬ 
ology. North Korea too has' a dialogue 
going with the US. Cuba's strongman Fidel 
Castro derives strength from the US eco¬ 
nomic sanctions. 

Communists in Eastern Europe and 
CIS will have to subscribe to social de¬ 
mocracy in order to survive. It is becom¬ 
ing evident that these countries will have 
political pluralism and mixed econo¬ 
mies. They will have to guarantee free¬ 
dom of speech and movement; respect 
the parliament and also have an inde¬ 
pendent judiciary. Though the people 
who rule Hungary, Rumania, Poland, 
Serbia and Slovania are communists and 
some are autocratic, it is doubtful that the 
lessons of the transition from Stalin to 
Gorbachev have totally been lost on them. 


In all these countries, communism has 
to be adapted to meet the needs of the 
people. The old concepts, like class 
struggle, proletarian dictatorship, a com¬ 
mand-control economy have become de¬ 
funct. In any case, workers have seen that 
though communism talks about these 
things, the governments that emerged out 
of these concepts were the most exploit¬ 
ative and suppressed the very workers 
whose rights they professed to uphold. The 
suppression unleashed by Stalin and the 
labour camps of the Soviet Union will not 
be easily forgotten. 

The new ideology is that of the free 
market with social safety nets. The new 
communists cannot control the economies 
as they did in the past and must have 
political and economic pluralism if they 
are not to be overthrown again. 

The overthrow of communism in the 
first place was a rejection by the people of 
a repressive political system as well as an 
economic system that was blatantly inef¬ 
ficient. In the intervening years the people 
of East Europe have seen the ruthlessness 
of liberal economics. It would thus be 
wrong to interpret the vote in these coun¬ 
tries as a vote against democracy. It is more 
a vote against blindly following a free 
market system. What people want is de¬ 
mocracy with some of the benefits of so¬ 
cialism incorporated into the free market 
system. If the new communist leaders in¬ 
terpret it to mean a return to totalitarian 
regimes, it is doubtful that the people will 
forgive them for this. 

Though it is doubtful that commu¬ 
nism will ever come in a big way in the 
Indian sub-continent, there are lessons for 
governments all over the world from these 
trends. It does not do to blindly follow 
ideologies if people are ignored. In India, 
the government has realised that over¬ 
dependence on the free market system will 
alienate the people; it is now returning to 
social spending, modifying its earlier 
mantra of privatisation. Whether the re¬ 
turn to populism is a result of the impend¬ 
ing elections or not, the fact is that any 
ideology without a human face is unlikely 
to appeal to the people. It is the age of 
pragmatism and not of extremes. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

The Indian Literary Scene 


There is a boom in the literary world. In 
recent times, many new writers have emerged 
and some excellent writing has been produced. 
Inspite of the television invasion, people are 
buying more books and the Rs 501) crore-book 
publishing industry has recently seen much 
activity. Popular writers have taken book sales 
to unprecedented heights. 

Indian literature comes in 18 languages 
recognised by the Constitution and sizeable 
work is done in English too. But inspite of Us 
variety and the fact tlml we can boast of some 
writers of international standards, it still has 
a long way to go. This is evident from Un- 
fad that we have only one Nobel Prize in 
literature in all these years and there is not ' 
a single writer who can be said to be even a 
contender to the title 

This feature describes India's literary 
scene and discusses the significant authors j 
and their works, inspite of its boom, litera¬ 
ture in the languages is declining; it is boom¬ 
ing only in English, a sign perhaps of 
changing limes. 

T 'HH Indian literary scene, which has i 
never been dormant, has seen some 
remarkable activity in recent times. More 
and more writers are being published 
and some are attaining critical acclaim. 
Publishers are willing to take risks and 
the concepts of modern marketing have 
started to be used in the book publish¬ 
ing industry too. 

Though Indian literature is written in 
many languages, it has certain common ! 
and unifying characteristics. The Sahitya ! 
Academy uses the slogan, "Indian litera- | 
ture is one though written in many lan¬ 
guages". India's literature draws its | 
strength from the classics and traditional j 
stories and many legends have survived j 
to this day. Modem literature, thus, has a | 
great tradition behind it. 1 


The Indian Novel 

R EGARDLESS of the language used, 
there is something typically Indian in 
the novels that are being published. Ac¬ 
cording to novelist Mulk Raj Anand, "the 
experiences from which Indian authors 
create their characters and situations are 
totally Indian”, There are common themes 
that run through the works of Indian lit¬ 
erature. Human problems and social 
causes are highlighted. 

One of the first novel of modern In¬ 
dia was Anand Math by Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjoe Tagore's writings stem from 
humanism and reflect the nationalist con¬ 
cerns of the twentieth century. Though a 
controversy has arisen about the authen¬ 
ticity of his concerns, he remains the sole 
Nobel laureate that India has had. Among 
other major novelists was Premchand who 
wrote some of the most touching stories. 
Shicram Karanth, Mulk Raj_Anand, R K 
Narayan are the other major Indian nov¬ 
elists. 

The popularity of television resulted 
in national publicity for works which were 
converted into telefilms and serials. 
Bhagwan Gidwani's The Sword of Tipu 
Sultan was converted into a popular tele¬ 
vision serial, as were other books and sto¬ 
ries. Indian literature filially found a new 
medium and was beamed into people's 
homes. 


Indian Writing in English 


S OME of the most significant progress 
has been made in the area of Indiar 
writing in English. Though foreign in ori 


gin, many writers are comfortable to work 
in it. In fact, India has its own style of 
English, which may be called 'desi' En¬ 


glish, and uses the native idiom. Rather 


than remain an alien language, it has be* 
come the first language of a number of 
Indians. 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's 
Rajmohan's Wife published in 1864 started 
the history of Indian English publishing. 
Some of the earlier writers in this category 
were Sarojini Naidu, whose poems were 
well loved. Jawaharlal Nehru's works, 


notably Discovery of India are also counted 
as literature. Tagore wrote in English too, 
while Aurobindo's works arc important 


from the spiritual angle. 


Contemporary India has seen writers 
like R K Narayan, whose characters in a 
fictional place, Malgudi, are well loved. 
Mulk Raj Anand has written on the un¬ 
derprivileged in India and his stories 
j contain a poignance rarely matched by 
other writers. Raja Rao wrote four nov¬ 
els and each reveals his sensitive under¬ 
standing of India. Khushwant Singh's 


| works have a natural style and he is the 


! most versatile and well-read Indiar 
j writer. Salman Rushdie is another writei 


j who acquired fame for his controversial 
I writings. 

I Some of the new writers to havt 
! emerged are: Vikram Seth, Gita Hariharan 


i Allan Scaly and Amitav Ghosh. The su- 
j perstar writers whose books graduate tc 
I the bestseller category are- Shobha De 
j Khushwant Singh and R K Narayan. Easy 
to read, these writers are the most widely 
read, though critics are grudging abou 
their success. 


Most ol the works have been pub¬ 
lished by Penguin India, a publisher whid 
has given a boost to Indian publishing 
From six titles in 1985, the company to¬ 
day has 500 titles today and plans to adc 
100 titles every year. But for Penguin's 
Indian publishing, many writers may no 
have ever been published and made avail- 
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Able in international markets. Compared 
to the Sahitya Academy which was estab¬ 
lished in 1954, the push given by Penguin 
to Indian writers of English has been re¬ 
markable. 

Indian Women Writers 

T HERE has been a remarkable growth 
of women writers too. There have 
beat feminist literature, fiction and biog¬ 
raphies written by women. The grand old 
dame of Indian letters, Anita Dcsai's 
award winning novels paved the way for 
other writers. Bharati Mukerjee and Gita 
Mehta are settled abroad. Closer home, 
Shashi Deshpande's fiction is notable for 
its intense sense of sadness. Her Sahitya 
award winning That Long Silence repre¬ 
sents women suffering in a man's world. 

Gita Hariharan won the Common¬ 
wealth Prize for her book The Thousand 
and One Faces of Night. Shobha De has 
been the most successful woman writer, 
with each of her books becoming a 
bestseller. Her book Small Betrayals sold 
more than 15,000 copies and her new 
book Snapshots was released last year. 
Mrinal Pande, the Hindi journalist, has 
published an autobiographical novel, 
Daughter's Daughter. 

Clearly, books in this sub-genre are in¬ 
creasing by the day and it might become an 
important genre in its own right if the flood 
continues. Readers however feel that women 
writers are obsessed with being anti-male. If 
they could balance their writings and por¬ 
tray more realistic images of Indian contem¬ 
porary life, they would become a force to 
reckon with, not only in Indian literature 
but also in world literature. 


Book Publishing 

T HE influx of so many good writers has 
given a boost to book publishing in 
India. Exclusive book shops are being 
opened in the metros which function like 
department stores. Some of these are Cross¬ 
word, Bookmark and Fountainhead. 
Delhi's Bookmark offers meetings to ex¬ 
change notes on books, a phone-in book 
service and other services. 


It may come as a shock that despite 
Hindi being the national language, 
Hindi publishing is actually declining. 
According to the National Biography 
compiled by the National Library in 
Calcutta, 11,595 books in Hindi were 
produced in the 10-year period from 
1983 to 1993. The number of titles in 
English for the same period was 24,357. 
At one time, publishing in Hindi was 
booming but has now been eclipsed by 
English. Whatever language fanatics 
may say, it seems that English is fast 
emerging as the language of modern 
India and may soon overshadow other 
languages. 

Today, almost everybody wants to 
be educated in the English medium and 
it is not fashionable to read books in 
other languages anymore. For an in¬ 
creasing majority of Indians, English is 
the language they have been brought up 
on. It is no longer a second language for 
them. 


It is unlikely that these trends will 
change in the near future. Indian litera¬ 
ture today stands at the crossroads in the 
sense that the national scene is changing 
in favour of English- Of course the trend 
was started before independence, but now 
it has firmly taken root. Writers in regional 
languages will at best command limited 
readership. For a bigger national and in¬ 
ternational audience, writers will have to 
write in English. 

Critics also bemoan the fact that seri¬ 
ous literature is vanishing from the mar¬ 
ket. Romantic and cheap thrillers have 
grown which, apart from guide books, are 
the only profitable segments. 

Publications of the Sahitya Academy 
and Pradesh Academies remain irrelevant 
for most readers. Stuck in the groove of 
publishing Nehru and Gandhi literature, 
the efforts of public sector academies are 
bought only by the libraries. They have 
done little to promote Indian literature as 
such. 


TEST YOUR LITERARY IQ 

Listed below are some important books of 1995, including those which won 

awards. But the authors are not given in 

the correct order. Can you match the books 

with their authors? 


Books 

Authors 

1. Looking Through Glass 

a) Vikram Chandra 

2. The Moor's Last Sigh 

b) N Balamani Amina 

3. Red Earth and Pouring Rain 

c) Rajmohan Gandhi 

4. From Yukon to Yucatan 

d) T N Seshan 

5. The Heart of India 

e) Mukul Kesavan 

6. The Good Boatman: 

f) Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

A portrayal of Gandhi 


7. Event, Metaphor, Memory: 

g) Pankaj Mishra 

Chauri Chaura 1922-1972 


8. Butter Chicken in Ludhiana 

h) Pat Barker 

9. The Degeneration of India 

t) Humayun Azad 

10. North 

j) Kunwar Narain 

11. Nivedyam 

k) Shahid Amin 

12. Koi Doosra Nahin 

l) Mark Tully 

13. Naari 

m) Salman Rushdie 

14. The Ghost Road 

n) Allan Sealy 

15. Of Love and Other Demons 

o) Seamus Heaney 

Answers: 1 (c) 2 (m) 3 (ft) 4 (n) 5 (1) 6 (c) 7 (fc) 8 (g) 9 (d) 10 (o) 11 (b) 

12 (/)' 13(0 14(b) 15 0). 
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ARTICLE 

Importance of Social Sector 
in a Developing Economy 


Most developing countries lay adequate 
emphasis on the economic and socio-economic 
development but insufficient attention is paid 
towards the development of social sector. 
While the economic development primarily 
concerns with the economic well being of the 
population, social sector development seeks 
to improve the overall quality of life of the 
society. In the developed societies, the pro¬ 
cess of development was natural, which 
gradually took place over a longer period of 
time. A? a result, overall development took 
place, including economic and social devel¬ 
opment. Modern concept of dewlopment 
essentially concerns itself with the rate of 
economic development, ignoring the social 
development , including human resources in 
general, health care facilities, sanitation, 
drinking (potable) water supply, housing, 
upliftment of the down-trodden and the back¬ 
ward etc. Of late, several international 
organisations have begun to measure social 
development, alongwith the economic devel¬ 
opment, while measuring the overall devel¬ 
opment of the developing world. 

Global Concern 

VERY year United Nations Develop¬ 
ment Programme (UNDP) takes out 
annual Human Development Report in 
which the general level of human devel¬ 
opment is measured in die developing 
world, with the help of several social in¬ 
dicators. In the UNDP Human Develop¬ 
ment Report (HDR) for 1995, a new di¬ 
mension was added to the measurement 
of social development. This new dimen¬ 
sion is the participation of the fair sex in 
the overall economic development. It 
measures the participation and empower¬ 
ment of the women through two newly 
coined indexes.called.Gender Related 


Development Index (GDI) and Gender 
Empowerment Measures (GEM). 

The HDR-95 has also brought to the 
fore a new angle to the measurement of 
global income. It has been estimated that 
the women work longer hours than men 
and a huge percentage of the work per¬ 
formed by the women is not formally 
measured as output and its resultant in¬ 
come. The Report further estimates that a 
staggering $ 16 trillion worth of "invis¬ 
ible" contribution goes unmeasured ev¬ 
ery year, out of which about $ 11 trillion 
is contributed by women alone. Despite 
this huge contribution, women continue 
to get a raw deal at the hands of their 
male counterparts. The Report also esti¬ 
mates that seventy per cent of world's poor 
and two third of the world's illiterates are 
women. Although women constitute 
about 50 per cent of the world's popula¬ 
tion, their participation in political deci¬ 
sion making is very less. The number of 
countries having women head of the 
States/govemment can be counted on fin¬ 
gers. 

It is now largely recognized that any 
economic development is incomplete 
without the social development. Social 
development is, infact, part and parcel of 
economic development. For example, In¬ 
tegrated Rural Development Programme 
cannot achieve its goals despite achieving 
high levels of money income to its benefi¬ 
ciaries, if safe drinking water, hygienic 
living conditions and bare-minimum 
health and medical facilities are not made 
available to the beneficiaries. Similarly, 
any developmental programme is incom¬ 
plete if adequate provisions are not made 
for the upliftment of down-trodden, 
weaker sections and women. A marked 
concern for all such provisions is visible 


with the legislators as well as policy mak¬ 
ers. Reservations in services for the weaker 
sections and reservations for women in 
die newly introduced Panchayati Raj Sys¬ 
tem are two such examples which would 
go a long way in upliftment of socially 
and educationally backward classes, as 
well as in empowering the women and 
increasing appreciably their participation 
in political decision making in the coun- 
try. 

Fruitful Investment 

TTUGE doses of funds have been 
JLlpumped into the rural areas in India, 
but studies have revealed that without 
active support from the social sector 
these efforts have not been able to pro¬ 
duce desired results. For example, lack 
of educational facilities and general il¬ 
literacy among the rural masses, particu¬ 
larly those living below poverty line, has 
resulted in lack of entrepreneural skills 
among the beneficiaries of IRDP; and 
even after they were provided with an 
income generating asset, it was not pos¬ 
sible for them to fruitfully manage the 
said asset. 

Lack of required attention towards 
social sector in India has resulted in seri¬ 
ous disequilibrium in the income re-dis¬ 
tribution also. With the onset of the process 
of reforms, the social sector was left be¬ 
hind, vis-a-vis other economic sectors, dur¬ 
ing the first three years of reforms. It 
resulted in mal-distribution of income and 
despite continuing huge investment in the 
field of rural development, the number of 
people living below poverty line, in fact, 
increased. This further gave strength to 
the view-point that social sector must be 
strengthened to achieve rapid economic 
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development and other objectives ol eco¬ 
nomic planning. 

The Union Government has now 
rightly decided to go in for huge invest¬ 
ment in the social sectors. One of the most 
important areas identified has been the 
Human Resource Development. Despite a 
mention in the Directive Principles of our j 
Constitution, the Government has not j 
been able to enforce the provisions of com¬ 
pulsory primary education. The result is 
not only lack of extension work, but also 
lack of facilities. With the introduction of 
projects on primary educations in most of 
the States, the country is set to achieve a 
major break-through by opening thou¬ 
sands of new primary schools all over the 
country, a first step towards making pri¬ 
mary education compulsory. While the 
compulsory primary education aims at 
educating the children, the Government 
has already launched National Literacy 
Mission for educating these who had not 
been able to get any formal education 
during the early stages of life. This huge 
investment in education would go a long 
way in achieving rapid development in 
the years to come. 

Another important area is that of 
health and medical facilities. Despite 
reasonably high rate of economic devel¬ 
opment, these basic services still remain 
very poor in India. India has one of the 
highest population growth rates, infant 
mortality rates, birth as well as death 
rates in the world. Mother and child care 
facilities are also very poor. Huge in¬ 
vestment is required in this sector to 
make the target of "Health for All by 
2tX)0 AD" come true. Education and 
health care go side by side and supple¬ 
ment one another. India has already ex¬ 
perienced this in Kerala, a State which 
achieved very high levels of economic 
development after achieving good edu¬ 
cation and health standards. 

Ongoing Process 

I NVESTMENT in other parts of social sec- 
or is an ongoing process and is con¬ 
tinuing since long. Providing safe drink- 


j ing water to the entire population in the 
j country is a very difficult task in a coun¬ 
try of India's magnitude. A lot of invest¬ 
ment has already gone in and a lot more 
is required. Unless a country is able to 
provide safe drinking water to its popula¬ 
tion, the human resources cannot be ex¬ 
pected to work with healthy body and 
mind. The resultant diseases and unnec¬ 
essary expenditure on medical facilities 
can also be curtailed drastically. In addi¬ 
tion, basic sanitation and irrigation is yet ! 
another area which can easily contribute 
to the economic well being of the country. 
Converting dry latrines into flush latrines 
and providing proper sewerage system are 
some of the acts which would result in j 
better health and lesser burden on health j 
services. 

It has been realised now that India j 
is lacking in economic and social infra- I 
structure. This realisation came only | 
after the process of economic reforms | 
was initiated, and when it was realised : 
that producing a commodity may be j 
much cheaper in India, as compared to j 
the developed west, but the j 
infrastructural bottlenecks make it dif- j 
ficult for the product to be taken to the j 
nearest port Government of India, from 
this year onwards, has announced cer¬ 
tain tax concessions to all those indi¬ 
viduals and organisations who decide 
to invest in the infrastructure sector. It 
has also been decided to allocate more 
public funds in the field of infrastruc¬ 
ture in the years to come. 

Empowerment to women and their 
increased share in political decision mak¬ 
ing is yet another thrust area. Several 
schemes arc already in progress for devel¬ 
opment ot women, so that they are made 
self-sufficient and confident to take up 
additional tasks. For the overall develop¬ 
ment of women, the Government has set 
up the Central Social Welfare Board, pro¬ 
moted the Mahila Mandals and DWCRA 
(Development of Women and Children in 
Rural Areas) etc. Earlier measures include 
amendments in the Hindu Succession Act, 
Equal Remuneration Act etc. Reservation 
i for women has also oeen prescribed in the. 


1KU1 J and 1 KYbfcM (training Kural Youth 
for Self Employment). In addition, special 
programmes and policies have been intro- 
duced for the downtrodden and the 
weaker sections of the society. Facilities 
for the backward, schemes for physically 
handicapped, reservation for Other Back¬ 
ward Classes (OBCs) are some of the popu- 
lat ion-specific schemes. 

Conclusion 

S OCIAL development is an invisible 
development. Investment in the social 
sector ultimately results in an investment 
towards general improvement in the qual¬ 
ity of human life. Although economic 
development brings economic gains to 
the society in general, specific measures 
become necessary to ensure that they 
reach the disadvantaged and the weaker 
sections of the population such as the 
women, children, the disabled, elderly 
and the destitute. In addition, there are 
certain other areas in the social sector 
which aim at the general improvement 
of the society, facilitating better quality 
of life, lesser expenditure on unproduc¬ 
tive activities, more productive activi¬ 
ties and added encouragement to busi- 
i ness and industry, thereby resulting in 
j much higher growth rate. The Govern- 
! ment has already initiated actions in 
certain areas, while in some other, the 
realisation is coming now and new pack¬ 
ages/ programmes are being introduced. 
Even globally, it has been widely recog¬ 
nized that the economic development is 
incomplete and lop-sided if social de¬ 
velopment does not take place simulta¬ 
neously. The investment, which was ear¬ 
lier considered unproductive, fruitless 
and wasteful, is now being treated as 
highly productive, augmenting the pro¬ 
cess of economic development positively 
and also making the process of economic 
development self-sustaining in the long 
run. After all, economic development 
should not logically be allowed to take 
precedence over the overall quality of 
life of the human beings. Both these 
should follow in the reverse order. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

March: Before and After Independent 


Before Independence 

A scrutiny of the events of March 
reveals that a number of 'firsts' were 
registered in the month. For instance, in 
the world of entertainment, while on 
March 19,1906 the first set of 
Gramophone records in India was 
released, the first Indian Talkie Aim 
Ara was also released on March 14, 

1931. Besides the inauguration of 
'weekly mail service between India and 
England', the month also saw for the 
first time an Indian (Sqn. l.dr. Subroto 
Mukherjee) taking over the Command 
of a Squadron. 

In this section, besides scanning the 
'educational scenario', we shall in 
particular go through the events relating 
with the execution of Bhagat Singh, 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact and of course, to 
begin with, a recap on the 'march' of 
March viz , the Dandi March. 

Dandi March 

The negative response on the demand 
for 'Dominion Status', even after the 
establishment of Labour Party Govern¬ 
ment, headed by Ramsay Macdonald in 
England, infuriated Indian leaders and 
they decided to launch civil disobedi¬ 
ence. It precisely began on March 12, 
1930 when Mahatma Gandhi along with 
78 of his followers started from the 
Sabarmati Ashram for Dandi after taking 
the vow that 'he would not return to 
the Ashram till independence was won', 
and the mission was to break the law 
openly by producing salt from the sea. 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

The 200 miles 'Dandi March' surcharged 
the patriotic feelings in the Indians and 
subsequently thousands of leaders were 
put behind bars. Government made 
several attempts to bring about recon¬ 
ciliation and even the First Round Table 
Conference could not attract the Indian 
leadership. However as a result of the 
efforts of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir 


M.R. Jayakar the famous Delhi pact or 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact was announced on 
March 5,1931. This Pact called off Civil 
Disobedience Movement and besides 
amending the Salt Law, ensured the 
withdrawal of emergency ordinances as 
also the participation of Congress (with 
Mahatma Gandhi as its representative) 
in the Second Round Table Conference. 


! 


i 

1 


Bhagat Singh's Execution 
Notwithstanding the mixed reactions 
which the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
evoked in the nation, it ensured the 
release of all arrested satyagrahis but it 
could not save Bhagat Singh, Rajguru 
and Sukhdev from the capital punish¬ 
ment. However the execution of the trio 
on March 23, 1931 in the Lahore jail, 
followed by the cremation of their 
bodies in Hussaniwala, Ferozepur, 
sparked off a scries of agitations in 
Punjab, UP and Bengal and at Kanpur 
Cancel Shankar Vuh/artln was killed 
while saving a Muslim brethren on' 
March 25,1931 


' Education 

j In the field of education, March also 
| registered some of very significant 
events. Following the insistence of 
Indians like Raja Rammohan Roy and 
j on the recommendations of Macaulay, it 
| was on March 7, 1835 that the Govern- 
| ment finally announced its decision that 
j 'English would be the medium of 
' instructions and educational grants 
would be spent for teaching English 
and Western Science 1 . 

March also witnessed strengthening of 
an infrastructure for the higher educa¬ 
tion in India, for instance on March 4, 
1879 Betlmne College, considered to be 
the first Women’s College in India, was 
established in Calcutta and on March 
17,1884 Lord Rippon, the Viceroy 
opened the Mohindra College at Patiala, 
one of tire premier institutes in Punjab. 
And notably the Indian Universities Act 


also came into force in March (21,1904). 

After Independence 
Of course many firsts on the 'develop¬ 
mental event' were registered in the 
month of March in the post-indepen¬ 
dent period too. For instance on March 
10,1952 the foundation Stone of India's 
first Penicillin Factonj was laid at Pimpri, 
on March 11,1963 India's first passenger 
locomotive from Chittaranjan Locomotive 
was commissioned. Further, while Prime 
Minister Lai Bahadur Shastri inaugurated 
India's first free trade zone at Kandla on 
March 7,1965, in 1966 Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Pete Stamboli opened India's 
deep-sea port at Paradeep. 

Cricket 

In the world of cricket, both in the Tests 
and one-dayers, Indian teams registered 
some sensational performances in 
j March. For instance on March 20, 1965 
j while playing against New Zealand at 
| Delhi, Venkatraghvan by claiming 8 for 
j 72 in 57.2 overs exhibited his best 
; performance. Further while playing 
j against New Zealand on March 4,1968 
j India won the Wellington Test in which 
i Prasanna played a key role and he got 
| his 51st wicket in 13 Tests, 
j Then on March 7,1987 Sunil Gavaskar 
i created history by crossing the mark of 
I I (1,000 runs in Test Cricket and on 
i March 10,1985 Sunil Gavaskar stepped 
j down from the captainship after leading 
Lidia to victory at the Championship 
Trophy. Incidentally in both these epoch- 
making matches India played against 
Pakistan. 

Apart from it, March also witnessed 
Kapil Dev lifting Rothman's Cup 
(March 28, 1985), Vinod Kambli becom¬ 
ing first Indian to register consecutive 
double centuries (March 14, 1993) and 
Sachin Tendulkar's 82 off the 49 balls 
(on March 27, 1994) and subsequently 
assuming the role of an opener In the 
one-dayers for India. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Why should 
Politicians not Retire? 


Though there is a retirement age in 
every profession, our politicians never seem 
to retire. They continue to hold office even if 
their age no longer permits them to. If they 
lose elections they go away for a short while 
and soon make a comeback as. chairmen of 
boards and corporations; some are even ap¬ 
pointed governors. Like the proverbial cat, 
they seem to have nine lives, or perhaps even 
more. 

Is the country short of capable young 
leaders? Should we blindly respect old age 
and let the politicians continue indefinitely? 
Or should they be compulsorily retired on 
reaching a particular age? 

In this feature, we debate the issue: 
Should there be a retirement age for politi¬ 
cians? 

Mr A Everyone must retire at some 
time or another, giving way to young 
people. Change is a law of nature. Yet, 
in politics, we seem to be defying that 
law. Ministers continue in office way 
past their prime. They never seem to 
retire. For example, there was Dinesh 
Singh who continued in government 
even though his health had faded and 
did not permit him to work. If they are 
caught in a serious scandal they will go 
out for a short time only. Like A R 
Antulay, even if a politician is thrown 
out on charges of corruption he is still 
brought back after a while. P 
Chidambaram resigned because his 
name figured in the securities scam but 
has been appointed minister once again 
even though no circumstances have 
changed. If a bureaucrat can be said to 
be a son-in-law of the government, the 
politician can well be its mother-in-law. 
A bureaucrat may retire one day, but 
the politician never does. If he is not a 


minister, he is appointed as the chair¬ 
man of public sector corporations. I 
don't think that the State should look 
after these people forever. I strongly feel 
that there should be a retirement age for 
politicians, like everyone else. 

Mr B It seems that there is a leader¬ 
ship crisis in the country. There is no 
fresh thinking on any issue and the 
same old faces dominate the political 
scene. Does it mean that there are no 
capable people amongst our huge 
population? The fact is that young 
people do not get enough opportunity 
because the scene is dominated by old 
men. Even failed politicians like V P 
Singh, Chandrashekhar and Ram Bilas 
Paswan do not vanish from the scene. 
Rather than spend their time doing 
social service they keep plotting, hoping 
to grab power once again. Political 
parties are dominated by these so-called 
"leaders" who actively prevent influx of 
freshers. It is no wonder that things like 
corruption and the nexus between 
politicians and criminals do not get the 
attention they deserve. No one is 
willing to take a fresh look at these 
things. Instead, we continue to speak 
against "the system" as if it is some¬ 
thing alive and beyond our control. The 
system consists of nothing but our old 
politicians who are unwilling to touch 
upon issues of national interest. 


Mr C I agree with you to the extent 
that young people are denied opportu¬ 
nity. But just to say that there should be 
a retirement age for politicians is wrong, 
because they do have experience. The 
debate seems to be whether we should 
discard experience just for the sake of 


influx of youngsters. That is not very 
wise, in my opinion. Why should we 
have greenhorns in politics? We have 
seen the effect of having young per¬ 
sons in national politics, like Sanjay 
Gandhi. What he did on the national 
scene is not easily forgotten. So lack 
of experience is not a very good 
thing. On the other hand, our leaders 
have made sacrifices which we should 
not forget. We should in fact make 
use of their experience so that they 
guide national politics. I do not say 
that young people should be denied 
opportunity, but that they have a lot 
to learn before coming into national 
politics. 

Mr D This is not right at all. What 
sacrifices have present day politicians 
made? This may be true for the earlier 
set of Indian politicians. But these 
days nobody makes sacrifices. More¬ 
over, many people now admit that 
Sanjay Gandhi's methods, though 
crude, are the only ways that many of 
the ills of our system can be wiped 
out. In Rajiv Gandhi's time we saw 
the influx of well meaning people 
joining politics. There was Sam 
Pitroda who set up the technology 
missions and brought the country to' 
the path of self-reliance. But people 
like him were hounded out of the 
scene by our so-called 'experienced' 
politicians and all his work was 
reduced to zero. What good is experi¬ 
ence if it works against national 
interest? Our systems of governance 
have been totally eroded. What we 
need are dedicated young people. 
They can only come in when a retire¬ 
ment of leaders is insisted upon. 


eae march 'se competition master 


Mr E You have not touched upon 
the effects of not having a retirement 
age Apart from the old men blocking 
avenues for young people, 1 would like 
to say that having them in government 
is not without its costs. There is the cost 
of maintaining them. One of the first 
thing that many of them do is to make 
use of their political status to go abroad 
for medical treatment, at the expense of 
the taxpayer. In Himachal Pradesh, an 
old politician, Shiela Kaul has been 
appointed Governor, who cannot bear 
the cold in the State. The result is that a 
cash starved State had to spend lakhs of 
rupees to renovate a building in another 
place which had slightly warmer cli¬ 
mate so that the Governor could live 
there. The cost is not in terms of money 
spent in making a new Raj Bhawan 
alone, but also in terms of transporta¬ 
tion to be incurred by bureaucrats and 
functionaries in coming from Shimla, 
the State capital, to the office of the 
Governor for official business. There is 
no sacrifice in this. If she had national 
interest in mind, she should have 
retired and told the government to 
appoint a younger person instead. But 
the desire to hold on to power is so 
great that interest of the State takes a 
back seat. I also feel that there should 
be a retirement age for politicians. Their 
desire to hang on makes me think of a 
new definition of VIPs—very important 
parasites' 


Mr A If they are appointed chair¬ 
men of boards and corporations, they 
fail to manage them properly. Boards 
like the Khadi Board never do well 


because politicians head them. In these 
days of professional management, 
letting important boards which fail to 
fulfil even social objectives is a criminal 


whom tries to make best use of govern¬ 
ment machinery. They openly misuse 
government vehicles. Some time back, 
the grandson of the Punjab Chief 
Minister was involved in a scandal in 
which he raped a French tourist. It 
seems that we must suffer not only the 
politician but all his clan too. 

Mr C You are deliberately harping 
on negative points. While I admit that 
many of our old politicians have be¬ 
haved very badly, merely imposing a 
retiring age will not help. You forget 
that having old hands guarantees a 
continuity of policy and introduces 
stability. If we have new people every 
few years, the country will take danger¬ 
ous turns. In politics, stability is as 
important a factor as anything else, 
which only experienced politicians can 
provide. Even if you say that politicians 
are corrupt, it is better to have older 
people. At least the older leaders have 
already made enough money and will 
not take to corruption in a way that a 
new person would. That is why I 
would like the old people to continue. I 
am against having a retirement age for 
politicians in India. Even if you take 
the example of other countries, you 
find old people on centre-stage. In 
England the Queen is reigning for years 
and nobody would think of retiring a 
monarch. 

Mr B But we live in a democracy, 
not a monarchy. What we are talking 
about is a democratic society where the 
activities of politicians have financial 
implications. Your argument of stability 
is also wrong. An old politician cannot 
provide stability. Rather, he will avoid 
taking decisions on important matters, 
as is happening these days. These days 


act. There is no doubt that the country 
is suffering because of our old politi¬ 
cians. And the cost is not limited to 
medical bills of old people and their 
trips abroad for treatment. There is the 
upkeep of their dependants also. A 
young person may have few 
dependants but an old person will have 
children and grandchildren, and each of 


no decisions are taken and we get the 
feeling that the country is hopelessly 
adrift. Young people could provide 
stability as much as any old people—I 
don't think there is any correlation 
between the two. 

MrD [ would like to say that there 
l is no correlation between age and 


corruption either. Moreover, we are not 
arguing for throwing out old people 
altogether. What we are saying is that a 
retirement age is needed. It may be 60 
years, like any government service. But 
I would like to take the argument on 
the other extreme. If you say that 
experience provides stability, then it 
should be true for other professions 
also. Why have retirement ages for, say, 
an army general or an auditor? Surely 
their experience can also be used by the 
government till they die. If there was 
no retirement age in professions, what¬ 
ever hope we have for getting jobs will 
be finished. Similarly, there should 
definitely be a retirement age for politi¬ 
cians. If you are worried about using 
their knowledge, you can still call them 
to be part of advisory committees. But 
giving them offices which require active 
involvement is certainly a wrong thing 
to do. 

Mr E There is the question of 
foreign image of the country too. What 
kind of impression does our President 
or Prime Minister make on foreign 
leaders when he goes abroad? During 
foreign visits, old men do not give a good 
. impression. Our politicians do not inspire 
any hope at all; even in rallies held by 
our leaders, people have to be paid aid 
transported in trucks in order to give the 
impression of crowds. It was only in the 
time of Mahatma Gandhi, Subhash 
Chandra Bose and Jawaharlal Nehru that 
people would go out to hear them be¬ 
cause they loved their leaders. Today's 
leaders inspire cynicism, not hope. At 
least a younger and businesslike person 
will give a much needed boost to our 
sagging national confidence. 

MrD 1 think we are agreed that 
there should be a retirement age for 
politicians. Many arguments were put 
forward in favour of not having a 
retirement age for them but the major¬ 
ity felt that politicians should indeed b< 
retired. But the question arises: who 
will introduce such a motion? Certainly 
not our leaders who wish to hang on t< 
political power till die very last. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


Model Paragraphs 


"Tough times do not last long but 
tough people do." 

Truly speaking lite is not a bed ot 
roses nor are all people docile and 
delicate when confronted with the 
rough and tough times It adversity has 
the tendency to startle and shot k people 
out ot their comfoit and romplaieney, 
daring and determined minds have the 
Strength to make mincemeat of their 
adversaries Bad times do create distui- 
bance and distortion for a v\ hile but to 
infer that misfortunes hav c a better of 
human valoui is to underestimate 
human stamina and its stupendous 
power to overcome all odds and ob¬ 
stacles The tenacity with which people 
turn and twust the tough times to their 
advantage is something to be seen to be 
believed Ovet the ages, human beings 
endowed with intellect and intuition on 
the one hand, mind and muscle power 
on the other have taken the bull by the 
horns and always tamed and timed it to 
their benefit lough people surv n e the 
onslaught ot trials and tribulations and 
come out of the lire ot life much mine 
chaste and chastened than those w ho 
shuddei and shnk to face the hostile 
forces 

"The one thing that doesn't abide 
by majority rule is a person's 
S conscience." 

i 

1 limpet Lee 

! Unlike the affairs of a State where 

f 

f majority lult* is a fact ot life, in an 
■ individual s life, it is his const iente that 
* is sublime and supreme Just as in the 
i domain of heart no outside dictates can 
1 change the course of emotions or 
i passions, in the same vein a person's 
\ conscience is not bound by the wishes 
of others It is nobody s slav e nor does 


if bend or succ umb to pressures exerted 
by numbers or majority It resides in 
j human mind and guides the destiny of 
one and all Institutions of all hues may 
I be run by the majority rule and that is 
what makes thun demouahe and 
i functional but this vardstuk ot yielding 
I to the majority opinion is repugnant to 
| the very existence and essence of a 
pcrMin s conscience There is no gain 
j saying the fac t that a person's con- 
si ionic is neither a serf nor a 
suboidmate to any earthly authonty It 
I is both assertive and autlumtativc in 
matters ot right and wrong, vutue and 
i vice Undti no cucumstanccs does it 
make any compromise with those forces 
that arc 1 out to belittle or berate its 
steeling standing in a person's life 
Between excellence and expediency, 
conviction and convenience, it prefers 
the tormei howevei haid and harsh it 
j may have to strive to achieve its goal 

"4n ounce of prudence is worth a 
1 pound of gold." 

1 - Sinollct 

j Undoubtedly gold glitters and its 
possession makes one secure and a bit 
I satisliul But more than gold it is 
prudtnct even in small quantities, that 
makes one thoughtful and considerate 
l Although money in any form makes a 
t mate' go but tin pi esc no* of prudence in 
us keeps us mentally tit and emotion¬ 
ally concerned about all those tilings 
and persons that move around us 
Without prudent e or foresight we 
cannot make much headway in life A 
cateful person uses his discretion where 
I its use is of paramount importance To a 
] considerable extent prosperity in 
human life is the direct result of 
thoughtfulness, followed by concrete 


] action m the right direction Discretion, 

I supported by foresight makes a person 
i fat-sighted Prudence informs and 
1 enlightens us at eveiy step, whereas 
I mt're possession oi display of gold is 
! not enough to lead a meaningful life 
Blinded with greed, human bemgs may 
fail to discern and appreciate the real 
worth of prudence (foresight) in lift but 
the wise* always give it the pride of 
! place in their lives 

Tine art is that in which the 
I hand, the head and the heart go 
' together" 

John Rudkin 

The head t oncen es an idea, the 
| heart tills it with emotions and the 
hand gives aitistu shape to the idi'a 
I Fine ait, like a Uiaiigle is till result ot 
phjsaal intellectual and emotional 
streams winking together in such a way 
that the resultant work or preie of ait is 
a thing ol beauty and a source of 
inspiration for ever Whenever there is 
incoherence or incompatibility among 
| the three agents ot human personality, 
there is bound to be distortion and 
I disturbance, both m the imaginative 
I as well as in the creative process 
Concentration of the head, hand and 
I heart and theu intensity and intention 
1 to supplement each other's efforts, 
j t o\ ert oi overt, is the pre-requisite of 
I all fine art An artist is known for the 
potential of his feelings and reactions 
to the happenings outside and inside 
Any conflict between ideas and eitio- 
1 tions, or 'mong the three cardinal 
I forces of any creative or constructive 
movement taking place in the human 
psyche, would bring forth not a 
specimen of fine art but a lame and 
limping outburst 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Energy Scenario of India 


Table-2: Consumption pattern of Energy (in percentage) 
71/pe 1984-85 1989-90 1994-95 1999-2000 2004-05 

Commercial 58.1 66.8 71.0 74.9 79.5 

Non-commercial 41.9 33.2 29.0 25.1 20.5 


Energy is a primary input for almost all 
economic activities and therefore is vital for 
improvement of quality of life. Its input in 
sectors such as industry, commerce, trans¬ 
port, telecommunication and wide range of 
agriculture and household services, has com¬ 
pelled us to focus our attention to ensure its 
continuous supply to meet our ever-increas¬ 
ing demands. The availability of energy from 
all possible sources, in Indian context, has 
been discussed here, which reveals that we 
are heading fast to tap out conventional com¬ 
mercial resources to meet our demand in¬ 
creasing at a rate 12 to 15 per cent per annum. 

Energy sources could be broadly di¬ 
vided into two major categories—Non¬ 
commercial and Commercial and further 
commercial sources could be subdivided 
into conventional and non-conventional 
sources. (Table-1) 

The share of both these sources in our 
country in 80s was in the ratio of 1:1, but 
with rapid industrialisation/urbanisation 
growth and continuous gap in demand and 
supply the commercial sector has surpassed 
its counterpart and in next twenty years the 
ratio is estimated to be around 4:1 as evi¬ 
dent from table-2 given below: 

Non-commercial Energy Sources 

75% population of India lives in rural 
areas and uses about 40% of total energy 


of the country (consumption pattern of 
rural areas—64% Domestic and other ap¬ 
plications, 22% Agriculture, 7% Industries, 
4% lighting, 3% Transportation). It has 
been estimated that 80% of energy needs 
of rural area is met by non-commercial 
energy sources. Biomass fuels and animal 
energy are the two main non-commercial 
energy sources. These have been discussed 
under different sub-heads as follows:- 

Biomass fuels (Fuel wood, Crop 
residues and animal waste) 

Biomass fuels primarily include fuel 
wood, crop residues and animal wastes. The 
% contribution of each of these biomass fuel 
is roughly 65,20 and 15 respectively. 

The demand for the fuelwood has 
been increasing at a fast pace and has gone 
far beyond the carrying capacity of our 
forests. As per conservative estimates, 
the demand/requirement is around 166 
million tonnes per year, whereas foe avail¬ 
ability of fuel wood on sustainable basis 
is just 28 million tonnes per year thereby 
imposing lot of pressure on forest re¬ 


sources. There is, however, a wide varia¬ 
tion in the figures of actual consumption 
of fuel wood. It ranges from 146 to 305 
Mt/year, as per estimates of different ex¬ 
perts based on number of variable factors 
such as quantity of energy required in the 
households, population growth, economic 
developments and other factors influenc¬ 
ing the consumption of these forms of 
energy. But foe fact remains foe same that 
consumption/demand is increasing with 
increase in population, thus putting im¬ 
mense pressure on limited forest resources. 
In order to cope up with foe deteriorating 
scenario concerted efforts are being made 
for massive afforestation of fuelwood rich 
plant species, launching of improved chullas 
of 20-25% efficiency as compared to tradi¬ 
tional ones of 8-10% efficiency, family size 
biogas plants and solar cookers etc. 

Animal Energy 

Of foe total power generated in the 
country, foe potential of foe animal energy is 
close to 40%. This is mainly for farming 
operations and transportation. There are 
about 84 million drought animals which is 
equivalent to 30,000 MW of power. Empha¬ 
sis-has been to improve foe efficiency of 
equipments, devices and transport vehicles 
which are animal-driven. 

Commercial energy: Conventional 
sources 

The conventional sources of commer¬ 
cial energy are coal, petroleum and its 


Table-1:. Energy Sources 

Commercial 

Non-commercial 

Conventional 

Non-conventional 

Coal, Petroleum and 
its product. Natural 
gas, surface water, 
nuclear material. 

Solar, wind & tidal 
waves. 

—Biomass fuels (fuelwood, 
Agriculture residues and 
Animal energy) 

—Animal energy 
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A summarized view of conventional sources of commercial energy 



Conventional sources 

Sectors of utility 

1. 

Coal 

—60% used for elecncity generation. 

—18% used for steel k cement industries 



—22% misc. 

2. 

Petroleum k its products 

—40% used for transport 


(petroleum, diesel, 

—Rest used in industries including electricity 


kerosene, Naptha k 
fuel oil etc. 

generation. Domestic k other misc purpose. 

.3. 

Natural Gas 

—Mainly in industries and for electricity 



generation. 

4. 

Surface water 

—Electricity generation 

5. 

Nuclear material 

-dev 


products, natural gas, surface water and 
nuclear material. However, among these 
coal is the prime conventional source of 
commercial energy. In present day context, 
60% of coal produced (Coal production of 
93-94=246 million tonnes) is utilized in 
generation of electricity, which infact is 
more than 95% of the thermal power or 
about 70% of total installed capacity of 
electricity generated in India in 94-95, 

Petroleum products are significant 
in providing energy to transport and in¬ 
dustrial sector. As given in table above, 
almost 40% of these products are used 
in our transport and rest provide back¬ 
bone to wide variety of modern indus¬ 
tries by providing their requisite raw 
material. These include fertilizers, plas¬ 
tics, synthetic fibres, rubber, pesticides, 
wide range pharmaceutical and organic 
chemical industries. The consumption 
of petroleum products increased at a 
much faster rate in the last few years 
and at present 66 million tonnes (1994- 
95) of petroleum products are being used 
of which more than half are being im¬ 
ported as petroleum and its products. 

Natural gas has come up recently in 
a big way in meeting energy needs of in¬ 
dustrial projects and to set up gas based 
power plants (thermal energy). The annual 
gas supply which was around 10 billion 
cubic meter (BCM) in 1990 has gone upto 
16.4 BCM in 1993-94, and it infact repre¬ 
sents that we are able to tap/utilize 90% 
of our gas production, which in earlier 
' years was going as Waste. 

Surface water, because of its poten¬ 
tial energy in certain areas, provides a 

t 
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cheapest, neat, and clean resource of en¬ 
ergy. Although, as per estimates of central 
electricity authority, the annual hydroelec¬ 
tricity potential of our country at 60% load 
factor is 89,830 MW, yet hardly 25% of it 
has been harnessed, so far. It is probably 
because the initial investment and execu¬ 
tion period of hydro-power projects are com¬ 
paratively much more than the thermal 


power projects, and in order to meet the fast 
growing demand of electricity we are going 
ahead at a massive scale far thermal power 
plants particularly the coal-based. 

Nuclear powers in Indian context, is 
still at a tow rf)b. Four nuclear power stay 
ttons, with installed capacity of 2005 MW 
are working efficiently however the risks 
involved of leakage of radioactive materi¬ 
als in nuclear power stations, as such, can't 
be denied at any point of time. 

Commercial Energy: Non- 
Conventional Energy Resources 

Inspite of rich potential in various 
sectors of non-conventional energy, their 
utilization, in practical terms is still at a 
low ebb. However, in the current eighth 
five year plan (92-97) action plans have 
been chalked out to develop these re¬ 
sources to get about 2000 MW energy. The 
table given below reveals the targets of 
eighth plan of various major non-conven¬ 
tional resources. 



Targets of eighth plan of various major non-conventional energy resources 

S.No. Major non-conventional 
energy resources 

Targets of Vlllth Plan (MW) 

i. 

Wind energy 

-5 00 MW 

2. 

Small Hydro Electric power 

Plants (upto 15 MW) 

-6 00 MW 

3. 

Portable Mini Hydel sets 

—To provide 50 portable sets particularly in 


(upto 15 MW) 

hilly areas 

4. 

Biomass Based Co-generation 
of sugar mills 

-300 MW 

5. 

Solar Energy: 



(/) Solar Photo Ifoltaics (SPV) 

—SPV systems with total capacity of 25 MW 


systems. 

proposed to be installed during VUl plan. 
These include one lakh solar lanterns, one 
thousand SPV water pumps k seven 1 

SPV power projects. 


(ii) Solar Thermal Programme. 

—lb increase the collector area of solar water 
heading system which at present is 

2.54 lakh sqm. 

—lb boost the use of solar cookers from 
present number of 3.4 lakhs 

6. 

Tidal Energy 

—900 MW (Proposal under consideration 
at cost of Rs 4,000 crores in Gulf of Kutch 

7. 

Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion 

—100,MW (Proposal under consideration 



at cast df Rs 750 crores in Timil Nqdu). 

8. 

Wave Energy 

—Tb set up 100 KW to 1 MW plants.' 

9. 

Geothermal energy 

—lb set up power plants of 5 KW or more 




CAREER 

Information 

Lately information has been recog¬ 
nized as a major field of specialisation in 
management, computers and library sci¬ 
ence. With the new means of communica¬ 
tion like E-mail, Fax, Telex, Pagers and 
Cellular Phones, the flow of information 
has become extremely rapid. During the 
last about one decade, growing 
computerisation in trade and industry has 
not only increased the access to variety of 
information but has also increased the de¬ 
mand for information specialists. 

Every data, when processed and com¬ 
piled turns into information. For most of 
the managerial decision making, availabil¬ 
ity of information is a must. Ihe quan¬ 
tum of information required for complex 
management decisions is so huge that it 
is not possible for a layman to compile 
and process the huge raw data. Moreover, 
the time available for producing the re¬ 
quired information is so less that it be¬ 
comes difficult for a generalist manager 
to make the information available to the 
top managers. Hence, there is a growing 
need for specialist professionals in infor¬ 
mation. Every business house needs spe¬ 
cialists in information, so that they are 
able to regulate their management infor¬ 
mation system properly. Another area 
where information plays a vital role is 
modem libraries. Libraries have been in 
existence since times immemorial. But 
during the recent years, the nature of li¬ 
braries has undergone a sea change. From 
being repositories of recorded material, 
libraries today have transformed into 
high-technology social institutions, which 
in addition to books, periodicals and 
newspapers, also have video cassettes, 
audio cassettes, other audio-visual mate¬ 
rial, floppies, computers, CD ROMS etc. 
In other words, libraries today have be¬ 
come centres of information education. 


as Career 

recreation and research. Finally, increas¬ 
ing levels of computerisation in Govern¬ 
ment Offices and Government 
Undertakings has increased the demand 
for information specialists manifold. De¬ 
cision making in all such offices is becom¬ 
ing increasingly dependent on supply of 
information. National Informatic Centre 
Network (NICNET) has its informatic cen¬ 
tres in all the district headquarters of the 
country, which are linked through satel¬ 
lite and have made flow of information 
very easy. 

Library and Information Science 

While academic libraries are essen¬ 
tial parts of all educational institutions, 
public libraries have emerged as an inte¬ 
gral part of the community. In addition, 
business organisations, training institu¬ 
tions and Government departments too 
have their libraries. Management of all 
these categories of libraries requires spe¬ 
cially qualified and trained personnel who 
can easily catalogue, locate and retrieve 
the required books/documents. Special 
education in library and information sci¬ 
ence is essential for manning the respon¬ 
sible positions in the libraries. A new field 
within the subject of library science, 
known as "information science", has 
emerged recently. With a view to have a 
ready data-base, computers are being used 
extensively in almost all modem librar¬ 
ies. Besides, Local Area Networks (LANs) 
and Wide Area Networks (WANs) also 
have library information and in case a par¬ 
ticular book is not available in a particu¬ 
lar library, it can easily be found out as to 
which library would have that book. Sev¬ 
eral networks have fed the entire text of 
some prominent books of literature in the 
computers, which is available for study 


or print-out to any of the users of the said 
network. In addition, on-line access is now 
available to international data bases. 

Studies at under-graduate as well as 
post-graduate level are available to pur¬ 
sue careers in Library and Information 
Science. Diploma and certificate courses 
are offered by several universities and 
institutions. This qualification is also re* 
quired by one to be recruited as assistant 
or attendants in big Libraries. Minimum 
educational qualification is 10 + 2 and the 
duration of the certificate/diploma may 
range from 6 months to two years. The 
course contents of such programmes in¬ 
clude cataloguing, classification, library 
administration, information service, docu¬ 
mentation and even practical training. 
Such certificates and diplomas are being 
conducted by various universities includ¬ 
ing Panjab University, University of 
Rajasthan, Kota Open University, Indira 
Gandhi National Open . University 
(IGNOU) etc. In addition various polytech¬ 
nics and Library Associations also conduct 
similar programmes all over the country. 

Post-graduate studies aim at training 
professionals for senior level positions in 
big libraries. The degrees which can be 
obtained at post-graduate level are Bach¬ 
elor of Library and Information Science 
and Master of Library and Information 
Science. The competition at the stage of 
admission is so intense that the students 
with a good academic record only can 
secure admission. Several universities re¬ 
quire the candidates to have a good mas¬ 
ters degree before joining these courses. 
Candidates with some special degrees like 
computers etc. are given preference in 
some of the universities. Dining the course 
of degree, in addition to the subjects cov-, 
ered in the diploma/certificate course, 
subjects like library management,refer- 
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en«s, information services, programming, 
data storage and retrieval systems are 
covered in great detail. Majority of uni¬ 
versities in India run these courses and 
some universities also offer them through 
correspondence course/open university 
system. In addition, several institutions 
like Indian National Scientific Documen¬ 
tation Centre Delhi and Documentation 
Research and Training Centre, also offer 
post-graduate programmes in Documen¬ 
tation and Information Science, which are 
also treated to be at par with the master of 
library science and information degree. 

Information in Management 

Another aspect of careers in informa¬ 
tion is the need for information and the 
professionals dealing with information in 
management. With the globalisation of 
Indian economy during the recent past, 
many multinational concerns are either 
coming to this country on their own or 
are entering the business as a joint ven¬ 
ture alongwith their Indian partners. In 
both cases, the foreign concerns need quick 
flow of information to and from their coun¬ 
try. Even otherwise, growing 
computerisation in business has made the 
information a very vital tool for decision 
making. As per the need of user manag¬ 
ers, the manager dealing with the infor¬ 
mation services is expected to provide the 
information well in time. Big business 
houses either have their own LAN or 
WAN, or they use big networks to ensure 
that the computers located at their plants, 
other places of work and business, 
branches, head office etc. are linked and 
any information required by any of the 
units can be retrieved just by pressing a 
key. The demand for such professionals is 
growing by leaps and bounds and the big 
corporate houses are prepared to pay very 
attractive pay packages to the right candi¬ 
date. Generally, the information profes¬ 
sional is not involved himself/herself in 
the decision making process and merely 
makes the required information available 
to the decision makers. In some cases, 
however, both the roles may be merged 


into one individual. 

To be an information professional, one 
has to acquire both management and com¬ 
puter qualifications. Good and reputed 
diploma in management, coupled with a 
good diploma in computers would make 
one eligible to be an information profes¬ 
sional. In many cases, computer profes¬ 
sionals, during the course of their 
profession, acquire additional managerial 
qualifications, or vice-versa. Hence, both 
computers and management make an ex¬ 
tremely good combination for an out¬ 
standing career. 

Computer Professionals 

Another area of information is the 
science of computers. Management of in¬ 
formation is an integral part of duties of 
any computer professional. Growing use 
of computers in business, trade, industry, 
social sector, weather forecast, communi¬ 
cation, medical science, administration 
and other sectors of the economy has 
opened new vistas for computer profes¬ 
sionals who primarily deal with the infor¬ 
mation by collecting, processing, sifting, 
storing and retrieving the data into the 
computers. This being the basic function, 
computer professionals also carry out tasks 
like programming, training and develop¬ 
ment while in trade and industry, com¬ 
puter professionals perform the duties of 
providing required information to the 
user-managers for decision making. They 
also perform the function of stroring and 
retrieving the relevant information for 
decision making in Government depart¬ 
ments and undertakings. Growing use of 
computers in Banking Sector, Insurance 
Sector and Capital markets has further 
increased the career opportunities for the 
computer professionals. Opening up of 
banking sector to the private companies 
and proposed move to open up the insur¬ 
ance sector also to the private players is 
expected to give a boost to the demand 
for computer experts. It is expected drat in 
the years to come, computer literacy 
would be a pre-requisite to get any good 
job in management, administration or 


other areas of trade and industry. Today, 
when cartoons are drawn on computers, 
architectural designs of buildings are con¬ 
ceived on the computer graphics, apparel 
designing is done on computers, the time 
is not far when the computers would en¬ 
gulf the entire lifestyle. 

It is, therefore, necessary that tire as¬ 
piring candidates equip themselves with 
the required degrees and diplomas from 
the reputed/recognized institutions. The 
undergraduate courses can be undertaken 
after a basic degree in 10 + 2 while the 
postgraduate courses are available in In¬ 
formation Science, Programming, Com¬ 
puter Languages, Data Entry, Management 
Information System or even Systems 
Analysis. These courses can be taken up 
after graduation, but due care has to be 
taken while selecting the institution. With 
the computer training institutions and 
academies mushrooming all around, it 
should be ensured that the aspiring can¬ 
didates join reputed and recognized insti¬ 
tutions or Universities. 

Conclusion 

Information as a career has several 
dimensions as mentioned above, but one 
thing is common. It is a challenging new 
field which would assist the qualified 
professionals to rapidly rise in their ca¬ 
reers. For decision making of any kind, be 
it selection of a book for reading in a li¬ 
brary, or selection of a particular process 
for manufacturing, or even selection of a 
particular pricing strategy for the finished 
product, the need for adequate and correct 
relevant information need not be over¬ 
emphasised. The rapid flow of information 
is drawing the entire world closer-on the one 
hand, and making the complex decision 
making look easier on the other. The infor¬ 
mation, which would have taken a month 
for collection about three decades ago, can 
now be collected within minutes from any 
part of the world. This capability and strength 
of information makes it the most important 
activity in the near future, and needless to 
add, personnel who excel in this activity can 
expect to be rewarded handsomely 


692 MARCH '96 COMPETITION MASTER 



PREPARING FOR MBA 

Getting ready for 

the Management Interview 


If you have passed the written test for MBA, you will have to 
appear in an interview. Usually this is a neglected area. Students 
think that they will get in somehow by answering what comes to their 
minds. Unfortunately, this is not a winning strategy. Many students 
report that clearing the test was not a problem but they were not able 
to get through in the interview stage. A little preparation will thus 
make you confident to face an interview board. 

This feature will help you prepare for the interview. Preparation 
should start well in advance and you should not wait for the test 
results. In fact, personality development and achieving fluency in 
speech is a long dram out process which should ideally start even 
before your preparations for the test. 

We present here a mock interview with some of the frccjucntly 
asked questions. You should develop your own answers with its help, 
practice them and form your winning strategy. 

Candidate: May I come in sir? 

Interviewer: Yes. Please sit down. 

C: Good afternoon sir. 

I: Good afternoon. Please introduce yourself. 

C: Yes sir. My name is Vikas Sharma. I have recently finished 
my Engineering from the Punjab Engineering College. I come 
from Chandigarh, a city designed by a French architect and known 
for its beauty. My father is in the government service and I have 
two sisters. Apart from studies, I have taken part in college activi¬ 
ties like debating and won many prizes. Last year I helped organise 
my college festival. 

I: What did you do in the festival? 

C: Sir, we had many events and we had invited teams from 
other colleges. 1 was in-charge of looking after their stay arrange¬ 
ments. Along with my friends, we made teams to meet them at the 
railway station and made sure they were comfortable in the hos¬ 
tel. Our efforts well rewarded when one of the teams went on 
stage to thank us for the arrangements made. 

I: That would have been mce. Tell us, why do you want to do 
MBA? 

C: I have always been interested in a career in management. 
I have organising capabilities which 1 can further develop through 
a professional degree. I would like to join India's corporate sector 
and that is the reason why I would like to my MBA. 

I: What do you know about India's corporate sector? 

C: My knowledge is elementary sir. But our corporate sector 
consists of Indian companies which have been very successful in 
creating brands. With liberalisation of the economy, a number of 
multinational companies have come into the country. 

I: Is that a good thing? Some people say that multinational 
companies are exploitative. 

C: I would say that it is a good thing. They have introduced 
new products and competition has increased. Companies are be¬ 


coming more oriented towards customer needs, which was 
not the case earlier. But there is some truth in the argument 
that they are exploitative and take out more capital in the long 
run than they invest. But at this stage our economy needed 
some competition to get out of the stagnation that had set in. 
With new technologies that MNCs bring in, even our own 
industry will be forced to become modem. 

I: If you were given a chance to join a MNC or an Indian 
company, which would you prefer? 

C: I would like to join a professionally managed com¬ 
pany, whether Indian or foreign. Many Indian companies have 
professional operations but 1 don't have any preferences at 
this stage. 

I: If you were interested in management, why did you do 
engineering? Don't you think that was a waste of time and 
money? 

C: No sir. The engineering degree is a basic one and has 
given me a knowledge of systems and procedures that are 
required in all operations, even in non-engineering ones. This 
knowledge will certainly come in useful in the corporate sec¬ 
tor. 

I: Still, if you were interested in mangement you should 
have opted for something like B.Com. 

C: I felt that would be a duplication. I was interested in 
management but not in accountancy. My engineering back¬ 
ground gives me a wider knowledge base. 1 have however 
kept in touch with the commercial world by reading maga¬ 
zines and kept myself abreast with business happenings. 

I: Which magazines do you read? 

C: I read The Competition Master regularly. It gives me 
information in a concise manner. The Competition Master gives 
all developments in current affairs and business which is easy 
to read and digest. For detailed business reports I read the 
business magazines. 

I: Who is the editor of The Competition Master? 

C: 1 am sorry sir, I haven't noticed. Of course I read the 
magazine from cover to cover but never got down to reading 
about the editor. 

I: If you read something carefully, you should know who 
edits it. Anyway, tell us about your hobbies. 

C: I am an avid reader and read many books. When I was 
in school I started collecting stamps and now I have a good 
collection. I also play games and was part of the college cricket 
team. I have won many prizes in debates which used to be 
held in college. Last year I won a round trip to Goa in a 
television quiz but unfortunately I couldn't go because I had 
examinations. 

I: But you could have still gone. Many people do hot get 
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file chance. 

C; I wanted to go, sir. But the exams were going on. I de¬ 
cided to forego this and make my best effort for the exam. Op¬ 
portunities will come later also but if I scored badly it would be 
a black mark on my career. After a great deal of thought I decided 
to forego it. 

1: We talked of entry of multinationals. Do you think that 
economic reforms have achieved satisfying results? 

C: Economic reforms had been undertaken because our 
economy was in a poor state. The past two years have shown 
good achievements. Industrial growth has picked up. Exports 
grew by over 20 per cent in 1993-94 and foreign exchange re¬ 
serves,which had been depleted a few years back, are now around 
24 million dollars. These ate good signs, but the government has 
not done anything much about reducing its own expenditure. 
There are also other areas in which economic reforms have not 
helped, such as reduction of poverty. The country's debt has also 
increased and is a cause of worry. 


Market yourself 1 

Dress: Dress formally. Do not be casual or elaborate. 
Girls can wear a suit and apply a light make up. 

When you enter: Greet all members of the board. Do 
not sit unless asked to. 

Attitude: Be positive. You can be witty but not cheeky. 
If you don't know an answer, say sorry. Do not bluff. Avoid 
jokes, slang and small talk. Do not be pompous or a show 
off. 

Portfolio: Make a file of your certificates and recom¬ 
mendations. If your hobby is sketching, include some 
sketches. Add information on any prizes you have won or 
other achievements. Include a neatly typed bio-data. 

Be natural: Do not put on airs or get nervous. Answer 
naturally. Lead the interviewer to ask you questions about 
what you know. Volunteer positive information about your¬ 
self. Do not fidget or fiddle with your clothes or hair. 

Practice: Practice your interview skills by conducting ! 
mock interview sessions. Join a coaching centre or tape 
record your own answers and listen to them for weak¬ 
nesses. Ask your friends or parents to barrage you with 
questions. 

Keep calm: Stay cool, even if you are deliberately pro¬ 
voked. If two interviewers ask questions at the same time, 
buy time by saying, "I will just come back to this. But first 
let me..." 

Research: Get to know the institute you have applied 
for. Do not criticise other institutes or your college. Update 
your current affairs and economics knowledge. 

During the wait: Many institutes will make you wait 
for hours before your turn comes. Make friends with some¬ 
one positive and chat. Move away from over-confident, 
opinionated candidates. Find foe canteen and eat some¬ 
thing — you do not want to be dehydrated when your turn 
, comes! 


I; Why do you say that? ' 

C: The debt has been rising over foe years and is currently 
around 99 billion dollars. The interest and repayment will take 
sizeable resources. Economists say that there is no danger of the 
country getting in a debt trap. But foe example of countries 
which had borrowed heavily, such as Mexico and Brazil, shows 
that high levels of debt are dangerous. 

I: Does that mean that foe finance minister does not know 
his job? 

C: I do not mean that, sir. It has been foe initiative of the 
finance minister that the country has opened to even this extent. 
However, it cannot be denied that the level of debt is also rising 
and the country seems to be ignoring this aspect. The finance 
minister certainly knows his job and maybe there are populist 
considerations also. But this is a serious aspect that cannot be 
ignored. 

I: If you were the finance minister, what would you have 
done? 

C: There has to be a balance between debt and industrial 
growth. If I were the finance minister, 1 would have kept foe 
levels of debt within limits by controlling wasteful expenditure 
but invested in areas which increased growth in industrial pro¬ 
duction and exports. Unfortunately, the government is not con¬ 
trolling expenditure. 

I: If you limited expenditure of other ministries, you would 
be a very unpopular finance minister. 

C: Yes, that's right. But somebody has to take the step. If we 
keep worrying about being popular, nothing would ever get 
accomplished. I think what the country needs is a strict finance 
minister who can control useless expenditure. Otherwise we will 
keep going to the World Bank for further loans. 

1: Who are your ideals? 

C: My ideal is Amitabh Bachchan. He started small but by 
his talent he has been able to become a mega star. He has kept 
away from all controversies and concentrated on his work. He is 
a man with a vision, which explains his recent move to form a 
corporation. I have learnt a lot from him; he has reached the 
heights of success by his efforts. 

I: If you do not get admission here, what will you do? 

C: I am confident that I will get admission, sir. I have a good 
academic record and have participated in extra curricular activi¬ 
ties. My teacher in college used to say that I would be an asset 
wherever I go. 

I: Where do you see yourself after ten years? 

C: After ten years I see myself heading a company or an 
independent activity. I want to be seen as a success story and 
want to put in my best. I believe that nothing is worth doing if 
it is not done well. Together with my hard work, 1 am sure 1 will 
be able to achieve my goals. 

1: What if you are not able to achieve them? 

C: I will put in my best efforts, sir, and work sincerely. If one 
works with devotion, there is no reason why one should fail. 1 
am quite poSitive-foat I will be able to achieve my ambition. 

I: Good. Thank you Mr SKarma. 

C: Thank you, sir. • 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

THE COMPETITION MASTER'S GUIDE TO FORTHCOMING EXAMINATIONS 


This column alerts our readers of the forthcoming examinations for 
careers and recruitment. Institutes should send the information well in ad¬ 
vance to be featured In this feature. Readers are advised to assess their 
own suitability before applying — this column Is not a recommendation of 
any course or institute. 

Civil Services 

Dates for exams are given below. For details see CM of February '96 
Issue. 

1. Civil Service Preliminary: June 9, 1996 

2. Combined defence services: May 12, 1996 

3. Indian Forest Service: July 14, 1996 

4. Engineering Services: August 4, 1996 

5. Railway Apprentices: September 2, 1996 

Medical 

MBBS/B. Pharma: All India Combined Entrance Test (PMT/PAT) to be 
held on June 4, 1996. Eligibility: Intermediate/Pre Medical/10+2 with mini¬ 
mum 50 per cent marks in aggregate of Physics, Chemistry and Biology. 
Last date for issue of form: March 2,1996 and submission- March 30,1996. 
Apply to: Director, Institute of Medical Sciences, Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi - 221 005 with a DD of Rs 200 and two address slips of size 10x6 
cm. 

Enginaerfng/Architecture 

B.Arch (5 years), B.E. (4 years) and B.Pharma (4 years): Entrance 
test to be held on May 25-26,1996. Eligibility: lntermediate/10+2 with phys¬ 
ics, chemistry and mathematics; maximum age limit: 21 years. Last date of 
issue of form- March 31, 1996 and submission: April 10, 1996. Apply to: 
Blrla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi with a DD of Rs 100 and s.a.s.e 
size 30x15 cm with postage stamps of Rs 3. 

Marine Engineering 

Marine Radio Operators Certificate Course: (1 year). Eligibility: 10+2 
with Physics and Mathematics. Age limit: 17-28 years. Last date: April 15, 
1996. Apply to: Seacom Marine College, 11 Kendua Main Road, Garia, 
Calcutta • 700 084 with a DD of Rs 60. 

Management 

1. Post Graduate Programme in Management Studies (PGPMS - 
2 year full time and 3 year part time): Entrance test to be held on March 
3, 1996. Eligibility: Graduate in any discipline. Last date: February 25, 
1996. Apply to: Director, K J Somaiya Institute of Management Studies 
and Research, Vidyanagar, Vidyavihar, Bombay - 400 077 with a DD of 
Rs 450. 

2. Management Aptitude Test (MAT): To be conducted on May 19, 
1996. Last date: April 15, 1996. Apply to: AIMA-CME, Post Box No.3057, 
New Delhi - 110 003 with a DD of Rs 275. 

3. MBA (2 year full time, 3 year part time): Eligibility: Gradu¬ 
ate in any discipline. Written test: MAT on May 19. Last date: April 
18, 1996. Apply to AIMA-CME and Head, Department of Business 
Administration, University of Lucknow, Lucknow - 226 007 with a DD 
of Rs 270. 

4. Post graduate diploma in Business Management: Eligibility: 
Graduation. Apply to: Ishan Institute of Management and Technology, 179a/ 
52 Naiwala, H S Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi -110 005 with a DD of Rs 

i 375. 

5. M.B.A. (2 years full time and 3 years part time), M.C.A. (3 years 
full time and 4*1/2 years part time): Entrance test: May 25-26, 1996. 

; Eligibility: Graduate with minimum 50 per cent marks. For M.C.A., Graduate 
with maths or statistics and minimum 50 per cent marks. Last date of issue 
of form: March 31,1996 and for submission: April 10,1996. Apply to: Birla 


Institute of Technology Mesra, Ranchi with a DD of Rs 100 and s.a.s.e size 
30x15 cm with postage stamps of Rs 3. 

6 Post Graduate Diploma In Business Man ag em ent: (2 year, fun 
time). Eligibility: Graduation. Written test: Not Stated. Last date: February 

15.1996. Apply to: Manager Coordination, Institute for Integrated Learning 
in Management, 6 Waterloo Street 2nd floor, Calcutta • 700 069 with a DD 
for Rs 530. 

7. MBA: (2 year, full time). Eligibility: Graduate with minimum 50% 
marks. Written test MAT on May 19. Last date: March 25,1996. Apply to: 
Manipur Institute of Management Studies, Canchipur, Imphal - 795 003 
with a DD of Rs 250 and an application to AIMA for MAT. 

& MBA: (2 year, full time). Eligibility: Graduate with minimum 
50% marks. Written test: April 21, 1996. Last date: March 16, 1996. 
Apply to: Head, Department of Management Studies, University of 
Jammu, Jammu with a DD of Rs 350 and s.a.s.e 16x25 cm with 
stamps of Rs 15. 

9. PGDBM: (2 year full time & 3 year part time). Eligibility: Graduate. 
Written test: March 10,1996. Last date: February 24,1996. Apply to: Insti¬ 
tute for Integrated Learning in Management, Lodhi Institutional Area, Lodhi 
Road, New Delhi - 110 003 with a DD of Rs 330. 

Distance Learning i . 

1. Post Graduate Diplomas in Business, Personnel and Mar¬ 
keting: (3 years) Eligibility: Graduate. Written test: MAT on May 19. 
Last date: March 18, 1996. Apply to: Lai Bahadur Shastri Institute of 
Management and Development Studies, 1/196 Vikas Nagar, Kursi 
Road, Lucknow - 226 020 with a DD of Rs 100 and an application to 
AIMA for MAT. 

2 Diploma in Environmental Management: (3 years). Eligibility: 
Graduate. Written test: MAT on May 19. Last date: March 18,1996. Apply 
to: National Institute of Environment, Alkapuri Near Gayatri Shafcti 
Vldyapeeth, Lucknow - 226 021 with a DD of Rs 100 and an application 
to AIMA for MAT. 

Social Service 

1. Post Graduate Courses In Personnel Management and In Rural 
Development (2 year full time) Eligibility: Graduation. Written test: MAT on 
May 19. Last date for obtaining form: March 11,1996 and submission: March 

20.1996. Apply to: Admission Coordinator, Xavier Institute of Social Service 
P B No. 7, Purulla Road, Ranchi - 834 001 with a DD for Rs 175 and apply 
to AIMA for MAT. 

2 MA In Social Work: (2 year, full time). Eligibility: Graduate with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test: June, 1996. Last date: Februray 29, 
1996. Apply to: Tata Institute of Social Sciences, P.B. No. 6313, Deonar, 
Bombay - 400 088. 

Veterinary Science 

All India Common Entrance Exam for 15% seats in Veteri¬ 
nary Colleges: (5 years, full time). Eligibility: 10+2 with Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology with minimum 50% marks and minimum age 
17 years. Written test: May 26,1996. Last date for obtaining of form: 
March 15, 1996 and submission: March 29, 1996. Apply to: Veteri¬ 
nary Council of India, 16/15 WEA, Arya Samaj Road, Karol Bagh 
New Delhi - 110 005 with a DD of Rs 200 and two s.a. slips anc 
s.a.s.e. of size 24x18 cm. 

Transport Economics 

Diploma Course In Transport Economies and Management: (1 year 
correspondence). Eligibility: Degree tn any subject or two years diploma ;b 
any engineering discipline. Last date: February 29,1996. Apply Ip: Institute 
oit Rail Transport, Room No. 17 Rail Bhawan, New Delhi -110001 with a 
fltRs25-aBdee.aiSje.eM4W. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. antidote: (a) remorse (b) relief (c) remedy (d) revival. 

2. browbeat: (a) favour (b) frighten (c) frown (d) feed. 

3. cameo: (a) acting (b) rioting (c) mourning (d) rationing. 

4. decrepitude: (a) worry (b) weather (c) wealth (d) weak¬ 
ness. 

5. exude: (a) exclude (b) examine (c) exist (d) radiate. 

6. fizzle: (a) furnish (b) imbibe (c) fail (d) excite. 

7. gawky: (a) smart (b) awkward (c) sad (d) tight. 

8. heebie-jeebies: (a) pleasure (b) bliss (c) sensation 
(d) discomfort. 

9. intercede: (a) arbitrate (b) allow (c) assess (d) assimi¬ 
late. 

10. juicy: (a) critical (b) interesting (c) profitable (d) cold. 

11. kaleidoscope: (a) scarcity (b) abundance (c) variety 
(d) misery. 

12 locale: (a) channel (b) canal (c) resident (d) site. 

13. mesh (v): (a) complete (b) compete (c) submit (d) harmo¬ 
nize. 

14. nuptial: (a) of marriage (b) of victory (c) of departure (d) of 
inauguration. 

15. overly, (a) excessively (b) miserly (c) cautiously (d) intelli¬ 
gently 

16. primp: (a) promote (b) beautify (c) privatise (d) nationalise. 

17. raconteur: (a) paid-worker (b) street-singer (c) story-teller 
(d) stage-actor. 

18. shoddy: (a) deceptive (b) inferior (c) superior (d) neutral. 

19. tactile: (a) imaginary (b) poetic (c) emotional (d) real 

20. ululate: (a) cry (b) calculate (c) cooperate (d) convene. 

ANSWERS 

1. antidote: (c) remedy. 

—The holiday was a marvellous antidote to the pressures of 
office work 

1 browbeat: (b) frighten, bully. 

—The suspect was browbeaten by the police into confessing the 
crime he had not committed. 

3. cameo: (a) acting, role. 

—What constitutes the body of the work is a series of cameos of 
people and events the author grew up with. 

4. decrepitude: (d) weakness. 

—With the onset of old-age, decrepitude of body and mind is a 
natural phenomenon. 

5. exude: (d) radiate, emit. 

—An ideally beautiful woman or man exudes concern for 
others, as well as intelligence and enthusiasm. 

6. fizzle: (c) fail, end, collapse. 

—After a promising start, the project fizzled out for want of 


sufficient funds. 

7. gawky: (b) awkward, clumsy. 

—Despite his impressive height, he did not grow out of 
being a gawky teenager. 

8. heebie-jeebies: (d) discomfort, nervous feeling. 

—Being alone in the dark gives foe heebie-jeebies to quite a 

few people. 

9. intercede: (a) arbitrate, mediate. 

—More than once India has made it clear that she is not 
prepared to have a third country intercede between India and 
Pakistan over foe Kashmir issue. 

10. juicy: (b) interesting. 

—The yellow press is always on foe look out for sensational 
news and juicy stories. 

11. kaleidoscope: (c) variety, colourfulness, constant and 
quickly changing. 

—The bazaar was a kaleidoscope of strange sights and im¬ 
pressions. 

12 locale: (d) site, location. 

—The director is looking for a suitable locale for his new 
film. 

13. mesh (v): (d) harmonize, fit in, be compatible. 

—Our future plans of globalisation or liberalisation must 

mesh with the cultural climate and existing practices of the 
country. 

14. nuptial: (a) of marriage or wedding. 

—The nuptial ceremony m an Indian family is an occasion for 
joy and gaiety with abandon. 

15. overly: (a) excessively. 

—There are women everywhere who are overly concerned 
about physical appearance and its impact on their lives. 

16. primp: (b) beautify, make up, prettify. 

—Not only women, but also men enjoy to primp themselves 
up to look more attractive in a social gathering. 

17. raconteur; (c) story-teller 

—Munshi Prem Chand was a brilliant raconteur as far as foe 
Indian readers are concerned. 

18. shoddy: (b) inferior, low-quality. 

—The Indian consumer market is so vast that it can 
readily provide customers both for quality goods as well as 
for shoddy products. 

19. tactile: (d) tangible, real. 

—Heaney's imagery in foe poems about Ireland resonates 
with tactile ideology. 

20. ululate: (a) cry, wail, howl. 

—The way foe women were ululating over foe dead body 
was a heart-rending scene indeed! 

>>& 
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?a»ONAUTYiavaO(>«lENT 

Imagination: 

Your Spurs to Success 


One mart falls in love, imagines that 
he will pluck stars for his sweetheart but, 
in reality, does nothing of the sort—not 
even symbolically. Another falls in love, 
promises a monument and leaves behind 
Taj Mahal! 

All of us see a boiling kettle every day 
but how many of us convert this experi¬ 
ence into a piece of creativity? One man 
did it. He in\ ented the steam engine. 

Generations of men and women have 
seen the apples falling from trees. How 
many imagined that the law of gravity 
could be formulated from it? Newton did 
it. 

The creative use of imagination has 
enriched our civilization beyond measure. 
In fact, the march of civilization is the col¬ 
lective marcii of the nealive minds. They 
have enriched literature, science, an hi lec¬ 
ture, painting, journalism and mush. 

Many aspire (A few inspire). The 
former only day-dream. Fven this can be 
justifiable. George Bernaid Shaw has said 
If you have built castles in the air, never 
mind. Now, put foundations under them! 

Imagination and it- power has also 
been akined to inspiration. Inspiration is 
not a mere fit of upliftment as most people 
'imagine'. It is a latc-link and a climax to 
hard and sustained work. Imagination, on 
the other hand, is a contributory factor to 
inspiration. The two are close rou-ips 

Imagination can be c empaled to a 
vast, untamed river whereas inspiiation is 
a momentary spark like a lightening that 
illumines an obscure inscription on a bench 
in a park. The most important thing is that 
all human beings possess both—or one— 
in abundant measure but use them rather 
sparingly. 

Men and women dream of many 
things from sheer fancy to real event,, in 
life. A newspaper in England invited its 
readers to describe their private day¬ 
dreams. An analysis of the content of the 


fantasies revealed that day-dreams could 
be classified into several categories. 

The commonest were the dreams of 
power, conquest and glory. The second 
commonest fantasy was to excel in 
sports—to become a great climber, to be 
a great cricketer or a record-beating run¬ 
ner. Next came the fantasy of fame as a 
! great orator or debator. Literary day- 
j dreams were also prominent. Others 
I dreamt of becoming master musicians. 

1 Still other wanted to win some interna- 
: tional scholarship or prize. 

And many dreamt of winning a wind* 

| fall-prize in some lottery, gambling or 
I sweep-stake. 

Fantasies of renunciation also figured 
1 in the reports Some wanted to perform ; 
grt at heroic deed- without reveiv nig anv , 
ovation or recognition. Others dreamt of j 
renouncing the riches in order to live in- 
| cognito. The wish to transcend natural j 
! laws also appeared in their daydreams ] 
Mane wished th*’V could travel in time or 
j become inv isible. i 

Thus mo- f ot us indulge in fantasies t 
. and dn-anis l oth b) day and night. I’?y- 1 
; chologists tell us that there is not much j 
! difference between mght-dreams and day- j 
, dreams Both serve as wishfulfilment im- 
; ages. They fulfil the wish in imagination ! 
winch could not be realised in reality. i 
ll.i'.v ,i: iwshful cheuriMig \w!l ai- 
i ways remain sterile if it is not backed by 
j action Ihe wav to create new things, new j 
; ideas iu now i.iiot-ol the long discovered 
! tacts is toconsluntlv think about them with ' 
■ an n,*-i bill adventurous nviti! ■•ith.<k 
i W iieil a-ked iiov no i.i-s, Uii'd tilt) , 
i law ot gravitation, lsaae Newton replied. 

| "By always thinking about it." 

When one keeps his mind constantly j 
employed on a problem, project or idea, j 
lie not only thinks of it on the conscious j 
. level, but his subconscious mind also starts , 
working on it in its own way. 


Thus even while he sleeps, the never 
sleeping sub-conscious mind keeps on 
working as automatically as the beating 
of the heart. The inner mind sorts out the 
facts, computes the relevant data, draws 
inspiration from the Universal Mind and 
conceives new concepts and patterns in 
order to guide the creative thinker to die 
right answer, the right solution he seeks. 

The creative thinker keeps himself all 
the time relaxed and poised because he 
knows that strain and tension block the 
free flow of creative thought. He pictures 
his mind having a door Bwung wide open 
as an eager invitation for the ideas to pour 
in. He also knows that ideas have a ten¬ 
dency to elude and to fade out of memory 
no sooner than they enter the arena of 
consciousness. So he pins them down in a 
notebook with the help of a pen, which he 
always keeps at hand. 

The limit of our achievements is set 
by the creative use we make of our imagi¬ 
nation Whatever we can imagine we can 
do. Whatever we do may be done better if 
imagination is applied to the task. 

The difficult step is to evolve work¬ 
able ideas out of the combination of our 
knowledge and our clearly defined aspi¬ 
rations. Three factors contribute to idea¬ 
making thought, insight and experience. 
It is their fruitful use that we mean when 
w r sjvak o! imagination. 

Inc- kind of thought needed to set 
imagination to work to produce ideas is 
tin- kind which the psychologist Bartlett 
called "adventurous" Blinking as opposed 
to lo-ii’d system" Blinking. 

Adventurous thinking is used when 
we first have to discover the meBiod be¬ 
fore we can produce a solution, or when 
it is not clear at the start whether any 
solution is possible. Thinking 
adventurously is carried out in five sepa¬ 
rate stages. First, gather all die facts bear¬ 
ing on the matter and make sure you know 
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Exactly what it is you are seeking to do. 
Secondly, allow a little time to pass while 
thfe unconscious processes of your mind 
work on the material, discarding what is 
inessential, finding other useful associa¬ 
tions in your memories and experiences, 
and so on. 

In the third stage, a possible solution 
to the problem begins to form in the mind. 
This will inevitably happen if the first two 
steps are carried out thoroughly and high 
persistence. A fourth step is needed to 
check t^at the dawning solution is a good 
one. This brings you to the last stage, re¬ 
virion and modification of a basically good 
idea to make it practicable. 

At regular intervals the stock of ideas 
should be reviewed and thought about. 
Some will have to be discarded. Others 
will need cultivating. 

Bring all the facts into consideration. 
Bring together similar ideas from differ¬ 
ent pages of your notebook. Apply to the 
material you have written down, to the 
five stages of the adventurous thinking 


process. 

When you are making your imagina¬ 
tion search in this way for solutions to 
problems, keep your attention fixed on the 
matter in hand. Go somewhere quiet and 
isolated, where there are no distractions. 
Settle down for a long session and do not 
try to rush your mental processes. 

Keep your imagination alert by be¬ 
coming receptive to ideas. Welcome new 
views, new ways of doing things. Fight 
against routine. 

Be experimental and progressive. Ev¬ 
erything may be done or made better than it 
is at present. Do not accept the current 
method as the unchangeable last word. 

Encourage other people to talk. Bring 
up the subjects you are concerned with, 
mention the problems and possible so¬ 
lutions. Listen to the criticisms and fur¬ 
ther ideas put forward. Test your own 
ideas by asking questions to see if oth¬ 
ers think they will work. In this way 
you may draw upon the knowledge and 
experience of other people, so adding to 


the stock of material at the disposal of 
your imagination. 

Give all your Ideas concrete shape. 
Continually ask yourself how they wQl 
work out in practice. Try to visualise the 
ideas in operation. Turn anything vague 
or abstract into precise, tangible form, If 
you cannot, there is probably something 
still to work out in the ideas before they 
are ready for action. 

The more you use the products of 
your imagination, the more prolific it will 
be in fresh ideas. Plan creatively, to estab¬ 
lish proper control over your use of time, 
over the results of your contacts with other 
people, and over the quantity of your daily 
output. 

The process of creative imagination 
begins with a consideration of the known 
facts, to which is added a visualisation in 
concrete terms of any ideas in your note¬ 
book store. Out of this procedure further 
ideas arise, or elaborations of existing 
ideas, and these are applied in action to 
produce desired results. 


B you hove abort 200 sw.lt. ofspace 
we have a proposal to make. 


Whether you are employed or unemployed, here is an opportunity to be self dependant. We propose to 
train you in the line, setup your machines, give you technical and managerial know-how, provide course 
material and lend our name to you. In return we ask for a meagre sum. In instalments if you like. 


Computer training is a lucrative business. Take it from us. Among the top three computer training institutes 
in India we are looking for ambitious business partners. With almost 50,000 job openings every year, think of 
your town.* Your people who dream of learning computers. Think of yourself as their teacher. Think of all this 
as your business. Of what you will earn. 


So, if you feel confident and capable 
of funning your own business, ready to 
invest and have 200 sq. ft. of room space, 
please fill in the coupon, cut it and mail 
it to us today. Or you can personally 
visit our H.O. at Calcutta. 

* This scheme is NOT applicable lo metros & 
other cities. 


LCC 

zxnxnng) 

TE« Balter Ultormths 

Mb's Largest Treating Nebaork 


■IBB■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

“ Yes' I am interested in doing business Vviih 
J you. Please send me more information 
g My Name . 


B AtHwut 

J Town . . 

^ Occupation ______________ 

m Phase ma* to Tht Manager (Umang) 

m COMPUTER MOUSE. P-1S, C.l.T. Raid, 
„ Catoutta TOO 014. Ph : 144 1TMIM27 


Am of Ra 1W-ispeyamiomaimumengbrochure andappScabon torn. Payments n»y to meets by DO favouring Lakhoba Computer Cantm payable al Calcutta 



Question Box 


Q. What is hawala racket? 

—Manoj Kumar Panda, Khurda (Orissa) 
A. Hawala trade consists of illegal 
foreign exchange deals. One can change 
any currency through hawala bypassing 
the official foreign exchange channel. 
Thus, hawala becomes a way of launder¬ 
ing money and sending it abroad without 
anyone's knowledge. Huge profits are 
made, since the foreign exchange is con¬ 
verted at black market rates. 

Q. Where is death valley and why is 
it called so? 

—Balaji Prasad Misra, Jeypore (Orissa) 
A. Death Valley in California is North 
America's hottest and driest area. It got its 
name when a party of gold prospectors 
visited it by accident in 1849 and found a 
barren and waterless valley. As they left, 
one of them delivered the parting shot, 
"Goodbye, Death Valley" and that is how 
it got its name. 

Q. Should I do PhD after MBA? Will 
my job prospects increase? 

— N. Venkata Raghava, Anantapur (AP) 
A. You should do PhD only if you 
plan to go into academics. The corpo¬ 
rate sector takes few PhDs and should 
not be done with a view to increase job 
prospects. 

Q. Where did the newspaper originate? 

—M. Balarnm Chand, Hyderabad 
A. The first newspaper can be said 
to be Acta Diurna ("Daily Events"), a 
daily gazette published in Rome, dating 
from 59 BC and attributed to Julius 
Caesar. China's pao or reports of court 
affairs, was circulated among the edu¬ 
cated civil servants of Peking for more 
than a thousand years (AD 618-1911). 

Q. What is acid rain and how does it 
harm trees and crops? 

—A.K. Mahapatra, Sambalpur (Orissa) 


A. The burning of some fuels pro¬ 
duce nitrogen and sulphur dioxide. When 
the sulphur compounds dissolve in rain 
in the atmosphere, they form a weak solu¬ 
tion of sulphuric acid. Nitrogen oxides 
result in the formation of nitric acid. When 
these acids fall on forests, they damage 
the trees and crops, as they have done in 
parts of Europe and North America. 

Q. How can I become an officer in 
the Indian Police Service? 

—Amit Singh, Hisar (Haryana) 
A. You should appear in the Civil 
Service examinations and opt for the 
IPS. 

Q. 1 am completing my computer soft¬ 
ware course (PGDCA). How can I get a 
good job? 

—/. Lakshmi Narayan Reddy, Hyderabad 
A. You should check computer 
magazines and newspapers for jobs in 
software. Prepare a good bio-data and 
start applying. These days there is a 
shortage of computer engineers, so get¬ 
ting a job should not be difficult for you. 

Q. Who made the Great Wall of 
China? 

—Anurag Asija, Abohar (Punjab) 
A. The Great Wall of China—the 
largest man-made structure—came into 
existence in about 215 BC when the 
Chinese emperor Qin Shi Huangdi used 
convict labourers to make it. The wall 
was rebuilt many times and the present 
one is the work of Ming emperors, who 
ruled from AD 1368 to 1644. 

Q. I changed my date of birth when 1 
was doing matric. Can I change it again? 

—Lakshmi, Vishakhapatnam 
A. Frequent changes in date of birth 
are not going to serve any purpose. We 
suggest that you stick to your real date of 
birth and not change it again. 


Q. How can 1 do a course in mass 
communications? 

—Sasmita Mishra, Nayagarh (Orissa) 

A. Apply to foe institutes who offersuch 
courses. Some of them are featured in our 
'Admission Alert' column. 

Q. How should I prepare for the MCA 
entrance examination? 

—Jitendra Singh, Meerut (U.P.) 

A. Usually, mathematics and reason¬ 
ing questions are asked in the MCA en¬ 
trance test. Practice as many sums as you 
can and improve your speed to get 
through. The basic qualification required 
is graduation. 

Q. What is a "red giant"? 

—S.C. Mallick, Jagatsinghpur (Orissa) 

A. When all the hydrogen in a star is 
burned up, its chemical composition 
changes. The star then increases in size and 
luminosity and turns into a red giant star 

Q. What is'cut motion'? 

—Dev Mangal, Noorpur (Punjab) 

A. Cut motion is a device to reduce 
the amount of demand in Parliament It 
may be done by refusing the demand or 
reducing it by a specific sum. 

Q. What is debt trap? 

—Satyaban Bandhu, Burla (Orissa) 

A. When the amount of debt of a 
country increases so much that all its ex¬ 
port earnings are not enough even to meet 
the interest burden, the country has to take 
more Joans just to pay interest. Then foe 
country is said to be in a debt trap and 
only external help can save it. 

•» 

Q. 1 want to do a course from TISS. 
How can I join it? 

—Renu Dhingra, Ambale Cantt. 

A. Please refer to our admission alert 
column which gives details about TISS ad¬ 
missions. 
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Q. How can I join the IIT? MBA (Marketing)? chandising is similar to the management 

— S.D. Kamble, Thane (Maharashtra) —T.L Ganesh Prasad, Hindupur entrance tests. Yoi. can refer to any such book 

A- You should prepare for the IIT-JEE A. None of these qualifications are go- or our management section for that. For 
txarn which has already been announced, ing to help you if you want to make a career designing courses, some creative questions may 

’repare well for it. Further details may be in marketing. These usually help a career in be asked to test your aptitude for fashion. 

>btained from their information bulletin. finance. You should think about your priori¬ 
ties and future plans before doing either. Q. I would like to appear for the 

Q. How can I get old question papers ! GMAT. Please tell me about it and from 

jf Civil Service Exams? j Q. What is the difference between where I can obtain the forms. 

— M.V. Suresh, Hyderabad ! rural market and rural marketing? j —Mehul Tluikkar, Gandhinagar (Gujarat) 
A. The Competition Master publishes j —Bmoy Joseph, Koltayam (Kerala) A. General Management Admission 

solved papers for the prelim exams and i A. Rural marketing refers to market- Test (GMAT) is required if you wish to do 

Jther questions for mains. You can also j ing of goods in rural areas, which is the MBAfrom abroad. Itisronductcd four times 

;et books which contain old papers I rural market. in a year—(\ tuber, January, March and 

! June. A score above MX) should be aimed 

Q. How can I become a commercial j Q. Was Al-Firdausi the scholar who i for. lest forms can be obtained by writing 

pilot? How much does it cost? i visited India alongwith Mahmud Ghazni? j to: 1PLM, 119/25A, Mahatma Gandhi 

—A. Klwra, Chandigarh j —Vikas Gupta, Mandi (HP) I Marg, Allahabad - 211 001 (ILD 

A. You should join a flying club or i A. Al-IVnufi, not Al-Firdausi, visited 
he Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Udaan Acad- j India with Mahmud Ghazni. Q. What is Moll? 

»my at Lucknow. The basic degree re- ! —Bimal Kr Vcrma, Delhi 

juired is 10+2 and a commercial pilot's I Q. What is the format of the entrance , A. When two or more parties reach an 
icense could cost Rs 3-5 lakhs. There is no test conducted by NIFT and other fashion 1 agreement, a Memorandum of Understand- 
subsidy available. , institutes? ing (MoU) is signed. It is a statement of 

: —Sheeba Bashccr, Lucknow understanding and many of them may not 

Q. Should I do CS or ICWA after j A. The entrance test for fashion mer- actually end up in anything concrete. 


lir 
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BANK RO^RSI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. Should accountability be enforced 
on doctors through consumer-protection 
laws? Give arguments For and Against. 

Ans. In llic bcgilining of December, ' 
1995, the Supreme Court ruled that doctors j 
were like all other providers of sendees un¬ 
der contract and thus, should be under obli¬ 
gation to compensate the purchaser for any 
deficiencu in the quality of their wares That I 
h, medical practitioner were liable under 
the Consumer Protection Act (CPA), 1986. 
The Court said that a person who "holds | 
himself out ready hi give medical advice and I 
treatment impliedly undertakes that he is ! 
possessed of ,-kill and knowledge for the 
purpose " Thus, this person owes a patient I 
some duties lunuehi, duty of care in deciding \ 
whether to take the awe, care in deciding j 
about hr treatment to give and in deciding \ 
the administration of that treatment. If lie \ 
breaches any of these duties, then he can be 
said to have committed an act of negligence 
to the patient 

Arguments Tor Enforcement 

1. Rapid commercialisation of health 
services has led to the growth of a class of j 
doctors which has little knowledge and , 
who can prescribe any medicine regard- ! 
less of their utility. Victims of such doctors 
have no legal recourse. Strict regulation is 
needed regarding every aspect of medical 
practice and firm enforcement would make 
the profession accountable. 

2. Elimination of court fees and stamp 
duty has taken care of a major hurdle to 
filing complaints. Moreover, the procedure 
to be followed now would not be as de¬ 
tailed and subjected to careful cross-ex¬ 
amination as in the case of a civil suit. 

3. The judgement will compel doc¬ 
tors to put their houses in order, improve 
the quality of their record keeping and 
force them to keep the patient better in¬ 
formed. 


4. Doctors, like other professionals, j 
should be accountable for any act of neg- | 
ligence or malpractice. | 

I 

J 

ArgumentsA^tiinsf j 

1. Proving medical negligence is not j 

easy. In order to pass judgements on mat¬ 
ters of medical science or technique, ex¬ 
pert testimony is required. j 

2. The ruling could very well open 
the floodgates for frivolous and vexatious 
complaints. This could lead to a long 
queue of pending cases and be a burden 
on the judiciary. 

3. Doctors would now be forced to 
seek insurance to indemnify themselves 
qgainst successful claims of malpractice. 
Medical costs would, thus, significantly 
increase. 

4. The ruling, it is said, will encour¬ 
age "defensive medicine". The patients 
will be forced to undergo more tests, at 
times not even required, by the doctors. 
This will he inconvenient as well as mean 
extra expenditure for the patient. 

Q. What are the effects of mass me¬ 
dia? or How does Mass Media affect their 
audiences? 

Ans. As generally interpreted, 'mass 1 
media' include tire press, cinema, radio 
and television. Besides these, books, maga¬ 
zines, pamphlets and direct mail litera¬ 
ture and posters are also included. They 
arc called mass media because their reach 
extends to vast heterogeneous masses of 
the population living in a wide and ex¬ 
tensive area of a country. The mass media 
employ technological means—printing 
machines, records, cameras, related 
equipment, broadcasting satellites. They 
are founded on the idea of mass pro¬ 
duction and mass distribution. Broadly, 
media are supposed to perform func¬ 
tions of Information, Education and 


Entertainment 

There have been various theories 
about the effects of mass media. 

1. A very common statement is "the 
medium is the message " (Mcluhan). He had 
pointed out that mass communications are 
neither good nor bad, they are in fact 
mystical devices that possess powers to 
change the way mankind lives and thinks. 
Media, by themselves become important; 
for example, people watch television irre¬ 
spective of the kind of programmes. The 
nature of media itself restructures lives of 
people. 

2. Others have pointed out that me¬ 
dia only reinforce existing values and atti¬ 
tudes, therefore they are popular. They 
cannot bring change. 

3. Mass Media is also said to distract 
audiences from real problems and prevents 
.their doing anything about them. That is, 
mass media has a mild aesthetic effect, 
usually associated with entertainment. The 
effect of media neither hurts nor helps 
most people, except temporarily. 

4. Close to the earlier theory, is the 
theory that media has a cathartic effect i.e., 
it purges people of many anti-social or 
unfulfilled desires, frustrations and feel¬ 
ings of hostility, Children are said to imi¬ 
tate violence after seeing it on films. 

5. These are however, extreme views. 
So are others who say that mass com¬ 
munications, taken together are demean¬ 
ing, debasing and depersonalizing 
instruments of manipulation. Or they 
have also been said to be corruptive i.c., 
they teach materialism, brutality, cal¬ 
lousness. 

6. Mass Media have been labelled as 
the 'windows on the world' by some theo¬ 
rists. They point out that media, dealing 
in new currencies of popular art and cul¬ 
ture, bring the good as well as the bad to 
the people. 
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J } . It has also been said that media do 
teach' people things but these are of no 
major.consequence. These trivial facets 
relate to fashions, mannerisms, mating 
habits and food habits. This was termed 
as the 'Incidental effects' of learning which 
is particularly true in case of children. 
Television, for example, is an effective 
agent because it seems so real to them. 

More generally, Mass Media are said 
to have,the effects of imparting Informa¬ 
tion, Instructing or Educating People and 
catering to their Entertainment instincts. 
There are people who have countered 
some of the very extreme theories stated 
above. For example, it is pointed out media 
cannot manipulate audiences very easily. 
Various groups shape programming actu¬ 
ally. Similarly, the editor cannot really use 
his own prejudices interfere in his role as 
a gatekeeper. He is, in turn influenced by 
bureaucratic, communal, political pres¬ 
sures as well as pressures of bringing out 
the paper in time. 

While mass media are definitely ac¬ 
tive, it is not as if audiences are unrespon¬ 
sive. Perhaps, effects of media do relate to 
change in attitude and behaviour (how¬ 
ever slight). The extent of change would 
depend on the variations in the desires 
and inclinations of individual members 
of an audience. 

Q. The Employees Pension Scheme 
(EPS), adopted in 1991 and enforced in 
November 1995, generated a lot of contro¬ 
versy. Comment on the pros and cons of 
this scheme. 

Ans. The Employees Pension Scheme is 
meant for workers of the organised and 
unorganised sector. All those who have put 
10 years of service would become eligible for 
pension until death. And thereafter, their 
wives and children. If trie pensioner surren¬ 
ders 10 per cent of pension after death, 100 
times the amount ivould accrue to him as 
per the scheme The pension will be com¬ 
mensurate to the transfer of 8.3 3 per cent of 
the employer's contribution to provident fund 
to the pension fund. Under the scheme, wider 
coverage will be given for granting pension 
to widow/widower irrespective of whether 
death occurred while in service or after ser¬ 
vice. Pension would be granted in circum¬ 


stances of disablement in employment. Pen¬ 
sion will also be given for two children at a 
time upto 25 years of age. If parents are not 
alive, pension would be granted to two or¬ 
phans at a time upto 25 years of age. The 
scheme is compulsory. But like all new 
schemes, this scheme too has its opponents. 
Very obviously, the number of supporters is 
no less. 

Arguments Against 

1. The pension scheme does not pro¬ 
vide any additional benefit to the em¬ 
ployee. Making the scheme compulsory 
and mandatory, even on the workers at 
the bottom level of earnings, shows a lack 
of concern for workers. The scheme, it is 
said, was drafted in haste. 

2. For the unorganised sector, the EPS 
shall be in name only. Actually, casual 
workers, petty contractor employees, brick 
kiln workers etc hardly get the provident 
fund amount. There is lack of effective 
machinery for disbursing the amount. 
Rattier than bring in new schemes, the aim 
should be to implement existing laws. 

3. It is said that the contribution of 
8.33% for funding the pension scheme is 
too much. Moreover, the pensionary ben¬ 
efits under the scheme are less than those 
enjoyed by government employees. 

4. Opponents say that the pension 
should be linked to inflation. Some say it 
should be linked to the consumer price 
index so as to neutralise the increase in 
the cost of living as a result of spiralling 
prices. 

Arguments For 

1. This scheme is one of the best for¬ 
mulated. Workers normally tend to fritter 
away any lumpsum amount given as pen¬ 
sion. It is a compulsory savings scheme 
and ensures social security by way of regu¬ 
lar pension every month, in their retired 
lives. 

2. The contribution of 8.33% is totally 
valid. In cases where the contribution was 
less than 8.33%, amount of pension is far 
less than under the scheme. Moreover, in 
companies where the percentage was less, 
employees had to forego other benefits like 
fringe benefits, which enhance the rate of 
contribution to pension. 


3. The benefits are actually more 
than those enjoyed by the government 
employees. The pension entitlement for 
government employees is 50% of basic 
pay on retirement with 33 years or more 
service. After this, there will be no addi¬ 
tional pension in the case of service 
period higher than 33 years. However, 
in the new scheme, the entitlement of 
pension will be 50% of pay and dear¬ 
ness allowance for 33 years of service 
which would increase proportionately 
for higher service period beyond 33 
years. This would go upto 60')!. of the 
pay and DA for pensionable service of 
40 years. Moreover, government employ¬ 
ees become eligible only after 20 years 
of service. Under the new scheme, em¬ 
ployees would become eligible after ten 
years of service. 

4. There is no need to directly link the 
scheme with inflation because the scheme 
provides for a review committee every 
three years. The scheme already has some 
in-built provision for neutralisation of 
inflation. 

Q. Discuss the relation between 
Inflation and Growth and comment on 
whether it is easy to resolve the con¬ 
flict between desirable levels of the 
two. 

Ans. Inflation is the sustained rapid 
increase in the aggregate price level. 
Amongst the various economic costs and 
gains of inflation, is the effect on output 
growth. Conventionally it is said that in¬ 
flation and output growth go hand in hand 
i.c., prices rise when output is expanding 
and vice versa. Many economists have said 
that a moderate rate of inflation is good 
for the economy. Normally; output prices 
rise first while input prices (especially 
labour) are relatively sticky. This results 
in increased profits which can stimulate 
investment and production. It is also said 
that if voluntary and involuntary savings 
are inadequate, inflationary policies, 
which 'force' savings by 'taxing' money 
and by redistributing income between 
classes within the private sector, are an 
alternative. In fact, Keynes was one of 
those who talked of inflation as an en¬ 
couraging factor for investment by rais- 
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ing the nominal rate of return on investment and by reducing the 
rate of interest. Inflation is said to help borrowers at the cost of 
lenders. Producers borrow from households to finance physical 
investment in plant and equipment. Thus, inflation may possi¬ 
bly encourage investment. 

However, these arguments have been countered by many 
economists on various grounds. 

(a) It has been observed that the assumption of a lag 
between output and input price lag, implies that there are 
idle resources available for increasing output. 

(b) Second, once a persistent inflation starts being ex¬ 
pected, the lag between output and input price lag will be 
eliminated. 

(c) Also, nominal rates would be adjusted upwards to 
compensate lenders for the loss of real value due to infla¬ 
tion. If interest rates are administered below a level which 
yields adequate real returns, savings would be adversely 
affected. 

(if) Voluntary savings also get reduced as individuals 
attempt to protect their real incomes by further bidding 
up prices of consumer durables. Patterns of investment 
could also be distorted it funds are used to produce luxury 
housing, purchase of real estate and building of invento¬ 
ries. Patterns of demand can also get distorted as a ten¬ 
dency towards large-scale, capital intensive enterprises is 
reinforced. 

(c) A serious threat to such a policy comes from the effect on 
balance of payments if foreign exchange is scarce. If one country 
inflates at a taster rate than others, its balance of payments 
would suffer severely, necessitating import substitution poli- 
iies and exchange controls, thus causing inefficiency in re¬ 
source allocation 

Moreover, inflation is said to have a tendency to ulti¬ 
mately feed on itself and become self-reinforcing as bud¬ 
get deficits, wage pressures and chronic devaluations 
contribute to a chronic upward spiral of domestic prices 

Rapid inflation is thus not conducive to long term 
growth. It discourages money holding, distorts the finan¬ 
cial system, discourages saving, could lead to a capital 
flight and severe balance of payments crisis. 

There ran be no consensus on the desirable and com¬ 
patible figures for both Inflation and Growth. In India, for 
example, there can be two alternatives—(/') relative price 
stability (Inflation of upto 5%) with low overall GDP 
growth, of 4 per cent [it) Accelerated GDP growth rate of 
about 7% with 8 to Inflation. Can one reach a consen¬ 
sus on this aspect? 

At what point a mild Inflation becomes excessive 
would depend on the inflation history of the country, 
nature of contractual arrangements between lenders and 
buyers, institutional structure of wage bargaining and so 
on. 

That Inflation and Growth are related is undebatable. 

; However, the exact relationship is difficult to determine. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Recent weakening of Indian Rupee attains! dollar has 
rightly been called "undeclared devaluation" of rupee Comment. 

Ana. After full convertibility of Indian rupee on the current 
account was adopted by the Gov eminent the value ot rupee 
remained around Rs 31 per dollar till recently It was in Octobci 
1995 that Indian rupee started weakenmg suddenly and its v alue 
dropped to Rs 35 per dollar Several quarters ha\ e described this 
phenomenon to be an undeclared devaluation of Indian rupee 
To analyse the issue in the right perspective it would bt b< tter 
to go back to the days when the process of economic reforms w as 
initiated To start with, LERMS (Liberalised Exchange Rate Mecha 
msm System) was introduced which followed a sy stem of partial 
convertibility of rupee After the results were found encourag¬ 
ing, the Government decided to go in for full convertibility on 
the current account Many feared that full convertibility may 
result in immediate weakening of rupee against dollar Io put 
such fears to rest, the Government dtcided that the Reserve Bank 
of India would indulge m sale and purchase ol foreign exchange 
to keep the value of Indian rupee stable in the initial stages 

By middle of the previous year, it was realised that the value 
of rupee needed some "adjustment" Considering the global value 
of dollar, the value maintained by the RBI appeared somewhat 
artificial The said adjustment was expected to achiev e the cor¬ 
rect value of rupee During the earlier days, w henever the gov¬ 
ernment felt strongly about adjustment in the value of rupee 
vis-a-vis foreign currencies, it would officially order the said 
change m the exchange rates by way of devaluation Devalua¬ 
tion not only used to hit the national pride but also resulted in 
inflationary pressures in the economy But at the same time 
devaluation would certainly benefit the exporters who would 
get more rupees for the same number of dollars This in turn 
encouraged the exports and discouraged the imports in the short 
run 

But now the scenario is altogether difficult I ull tom ertibil- 
lty means that it is not the Government but the market forces of 
demand and supply that determine the value of rupte vis-a-vis 
various foreign currencies In other words there is no formal 
devaluation to be ordered by the Gov eminent Depending upon 
the demand and supply forces prevailing in the market, rupee 
can get devaluated or appreciated against foreign currencies, 
several times during a particular day As per Government direc¬ 
tives, the RBI indulges mto sale and purchase of dollars and 
other currencies to maintain a particular value of rupee But the 
RBI also cannot go beyond a particular limit The sudden drop 
in the value of rupee against dollar has been described as unde- 


uaitct cUpruntu n b\ mini But alter the full convertibility it 
would be w rung to use the word "devaluation" It is, however, 
admitted that the Government allowed the said "adjustment" to 
take pl,ut as the RBI did not enter mto hading of dollar at the 
relevant point of time The reduced value of rupee is likely to 
encourage and benefit the Indian exporters m the short run, but 
in the long-run, as the imports would become more expensive, 
the cost of production of the goods to be exported is also going 
to increase me) nt utraliic the effect As the imported goods would 
come to India at higher cost in lupee terms, general level of 
prices is going to be adversely affected Most serious would be 
the escalation m the prices of oil in rupee terms and may force 
the Government to raise the domestic oil prices in the near fu¬ 
ture As the effects of this ' adjustment" are going to be almost 
simil.tr to those ot a devaluation, it would be correct to call it an 
undeclared devaluation of Indian rupee 

Q. 2. What arc the "Six freedoms" enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution 7 Also describe the limitations which the Constitu¬ 
tion imposes on these freedoms. 

Ans. Article 19 of the Indian Constitution confers upon every 
Indian citizen certain rights with a view to promote the ideal of 
liberty contained in the preamble of the Constitution In the original 
Constitution there were seven freedoms but the freedom of right to 
acquire, hold and dispose of property was omitted by the 44th 
amendment in 1978 and this right was relegated to the position of 
merely being a legal nght Forming the core of fundamental rights, 
Article 19 sjx’lls in detail tine following six freedoms 

(a) the freedom to speech and expression, 

(b) the right to assemble peacefully without arms, 

(r) the nght to form unions and associations, 

(d) the right to move freely throughout the temtory of the 
country, 

(c) the right to reside and settle in any part of Indian terri¬ 
tory, and 

(f) the right to practise any profession, or to carry on any 
occupation, trade or business 

I xcept as provided m the proviso of the Article 19, no citi¬ 
zen can be denied any of the above rights or freedoms which are 
considered to be the basic rights of the human beings residing in 
a democratic set up 

However, no State can guarantee absolute rights to its citi¬ 
zens Indian Constitution also empowers the Government to 
impose reasonable restrictions m die larger interest of the com¬ 
munity For example, right to any profession cannot be granted 
without requiring the citizens to acquire professional or techru- 
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cal qualifications required to pursue that particular profession. 
The Constitution therefore, keeps the interest of the society at 
large also in view while enumerating the above mentioned rights. 
Hence, while pursuing the policy of welfare State as well as 
being democratic in nature, social control of individual liberties 
has also been ensured. Some of the limitations imposed on the 
basis of above philosophy are as under: 

(a) Although the freedom of speech and expression has been 
provided, yet this freedom is subject to several restrictions like 
defamation, contempt of Court, morality, security of the State, 
public order, incitement of an offence under the Indian Penal 
Code and other statutes and maintenance of sovereignty and 
integrity of the country. 

(b) On the same lines, if the public order so demands, the 
State can impose restrictions on assembly of citizens particularly 
when Acre is an apprehension of breach of peace. 

(c) Similarly, the freedom or right to make unions and asso¬ 
ciations is restricted by disallowing criminal conspiracies, asso¬ 
ciations which are perilous to the public peace and tranquility, 
unauthorised and illegal strikes and undermining the unity and 
integrity of the nation. 

(d) The right to move freely and settle anywhere is also 
restricted by the facts like watching the interests of minorities 
and scheduled tribes etc. 

(e) The right to adopt any profession, as mentioned earlier ! 
is restricted by the fact that the citizen must possess the technical j 
qualification required to practice the profession concerned. ; 

To decide whether or not the restrictions imposed by the ! 
State are reasonable or not, there is a provision of judicial review | 
which empowers the judiciary, particularly the High Court and j 
the Supreme Court to decide about this matter. For this purpose, j 
these courts consider the contents of such restrictions and the : 
manner in which these are imposed upon citizens under the | 
given circumstances. j 

Q. 3. Spell out various programmes in the field of Labour j 
Welfare in India, with special reference to the provisions made j 
in the Eighth Five Year Plan. 

Ans. India is a welfare State and strives at achieving several J 
measures outlined by the Government as policies and 
programmes. One such area is the area of labour welfare With a 
view to achieve effective labour welfare, several programmes in 
this field have been introduced by the Government. These 
programmes include skill formation and development, strength¬ 
ening and modernisation of employment services, promotion of 
industrial and mines' safety, workers' education, promotion of 
self-employment, rehabilitation of bonded labour, promotion of 
healthy industrial relations and encouraging workers' participa¬ 
tion in management. In addition, certain specific programmes 
aimed at ensuring adequate levels of earnings, safe and humane 
conditions of work and access to some minimum social security 
benefits have been introduced. 

Workers' participation in management is one of the major 
steps in bringing about industrial democracy. Government of 
India has taken specific measures to ensure that the workers also 


participate in the management process. But unfortunately, the 
achievements in this field have been much below the expecta¬ 
tions. Although the Government has notified such schemes from 
time to time, but what is needed now is a comprehensive legis¬ 
lation to give a statutory position to this aspect. Proper educa¬ 
tion and training of workers is also required to achieve this 
measure in its true spirit. 

At the time of independence, the practice of bonded labour was 
quite prevalent in India. The Government enacted the Bonded 1 about 
Systems (Abolition) Act 1976 and the State Governments were en¬ 
trusted with the responsibility of releasing and rehabilitating the 
bonded labour. As per the Eighth Five Year Plan, by March 31,1991, 
the total number of bonded labourers identified and released was 
2,55,208 out of which 2,22,935 had been rehabilitated by then. After 
deducting 14,585 who were not available for rehabilitation, 18088 
bonded labourers who were released, were yet to be rehabilitated. To 
identify the bonded labour, the Government carries out periodic 
surveys who are then rehabilitated with active assistance of the 
voluntary organisations. The Government also provides grant-in- 
aid to the voluntary agencies for this purpose. 

Industrial and mines safety is yet another dimension of 
labour welfare. Several industrial activities involve handling of 
chemicals, gases and other hazardous substances. It exposes a 
large proportion of total industrial work-force to such work- 
hazards and environmental pollution. The Govemmnent has 
come out with several schemes aimed at safety of such workers. 
Prominent among them are the application of ergonomics for 
improvement of working conditions in factories and docks, de¬ 
ployment of safety devices, monitoring improvement in occupa¬ 
tional heal A improvement and certifications of personal protective 
equipment. In Ae field of. mines safety, provisions already exist 
to deal withthe problems relating to humidity, mine fires, ground 
control, stability of illumination etc. Establishment of Mines Safety 
and HealA Academy is planned by Ae Government for upgrad¬ 
ing Ae technical know-how and professional skill of the officers 
of the Directorate General of Mines Safety (DGMS). 

An area of serious concern in labour welfare is Ae 
unorganised sector. This gains importance considering Ae fact 
that 90 per cent of Ae labour works in the unorganised sector 
This part of Ae labour needs attention, as Ae employers in Ae 
organised sector cannot afford to ignore Ae legal provisions 
pertaining to Ae employment conditions and oAer benefits. While 
Ae minimum wages should be raised periodically to neutralise 
the effect of price rise, oAer social security measures like provi¬ 
sions relating to CPF, bonus, child and forced labour and insur¬ 
ance policies etc need to be enforced strictly by Ae enforcing 
agencies. These schemes should result in adequate level of earn¬ 
ings, safe and humane conditions of work and access to some 
minimum social security benefits to the labour force working in 
Ae unorganised sector. If Ae Government is able to ensure Ae 
above measures of welfare among the workers of unorganised 
sector, Ae welfare measures would deem to have been adopted 
for Ae entire labour force. An outlay of Rs 1315.39 crore has been 
provided in Ae EighA Plan for Labour and Labour Welfare. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Flexible Working hours 

Q. Some people feel that while the 
new concept of flexible working hours (w. 
permitting the employee to decide the tim¬ 
ing of his duty hours) increases produc- 
; tivity, it creates many administrative 
problems. What are your views on this. 
i Substantiate your views. 

Ans. It goes without saying that any 
drastic departure from an established prac- 
, tice or precedent causes many a ripple in 
the socio-economic set up that has come 
| to stay. If some people feel that by allow¬ 
ing an employee to decide his or her 
working hours productivity may increase, 
the chances of some new problems crop¬ 
ping up cannot be ruled as well. The con¬ 
cept of achieving optimum output from a 
worker, if he or she is given the freedom 
to decide the timings of his/her duty 
hours, has not been put on trial on a big 
scale. In certain cases the results of such a 
flexibility in working hours may prove 
more fruitful than feared. Sometimes ex¬ 
ceptions may become so strong and strik¬ 
ing that one may feel like emulating the 
example. Since minority opinion or feel¬ 
ing does not set the tone and tune of work 
culture, it is but natural that we test the 
value and validity of the proposal by keep¬ 
ing in view the following factors. 

We must not forget that discipline, 
punctuality and conformity to certain rules 
and regulations are essential to keep the 
wheels of production, development and 
the resultant prosperity moving. If out of 
innovation an established order is 
changed, the consequences can be any¬ 
thing but pleasant and productive. If for 
example, an employee is allowed to de¬ 
cide his own working hours, his decision 
may upset the apple cart and cause im¬ 
mense inconvenience to others. If the bus 
driver and the bus conductor of a particu¬ 
lar bus, or the driver, conductor and guard 


of a particular bain decide to report for duty 
on different timings, the bus, foe train or for 
that matter any social or economic service 
would be thrown out of gear. 

It would be a 'no-win' situation, both 
for the employers as well as the employees, 
if the concept of flexibility becomes a licence 
in the hands of those who are yet to realise 
what a confusion and chaos such an op¬ 
tion would bring in its trail. In an 
organisation or an institution where the 
final product or outcome is the result of 
complimentary as well as supplementary 
efforts of employees or officials, the exer¬ 
cise of freedom to choose one's hours of 
duty is fraught with uncertainties and 
unenviable fall-out. 

In some cases, where an employee 
holds independent charge, the freedom to 
fix one's hours of work may increase his 
efficiency-cum-productivity. Artists and 
other creative persons may find the going 
good if they are not bound by tight time 
schedule. Exceptions apart, experiments 
at innovation may produce more exaspera¬ 
tion that excellence, more consternation 
and less comfort. 

Customer Service in Banks 

Q. There is a widespread criticism 
that 'customer service in Banks' is dete¬ 
riorating fast. According to you what are 
the reasons for this. How will you sort out 
this problem if you were the chairman of 
the Bank. 

Ans. Unfortunately, courtesy that is 
the bedrock of all good business is almost 
non-existent as far as customer services in 
the public sector are concerned. As the 
Chairman of a Bank, 1 know for certain 
that in the Banks, courtesy is the first ca¬ 
sualty at the hands of those who man its 
various departments and come in direct 
contact with the customers. It is not 


enough to celebrate 'courtesy week, month 
or year' like a ritual without one's heart 
in such a sublime sentiment. Perhaps, for 
such a casual or crude attitude on the part 
of bank officials sitting across the counters, 
the near monopoly of banking services by 
public sector banks since 1969 is the vil¬ 
lain of the piece. Had there been a healthy 
competition among public and private 
banks, the 'customer services' would not 
have become a bone of contention nor a 
matter of distrust between the banks and 
their customers. 

It has been seen more than once that 
too much security of service and the ben¬ 
efits related to it, breeds contempt tow aids 
the public at large. If bank employees of 
foreign banks operating in India do not 
become small by showing common cour¬ 
tesy and expected etiquette towards their 
clients or customers, why can't their coun¬ 
terparts in Indian banks do the same with¬ 
out any extra cost to the bank or to their 
pockets? In order to overcome the malady 
of prevailing callousness towards the help¬ 
less customers, orientation courses both 
in 'courtesy and work culture' should be 
held for bank employees. The die-hards 
among the swelling ranks should be iso¬ 
lated and reprimanded or even punished 
for their unbecoming behaviour. In or¬ 
der to make banks a pleasant place to 
do business, Unions should be involved 
to bridle their errant members so that 
the entire banking community does not 
earn a bad name. Without the active in¬ 
volvement of Unions, much head-way 
cannot be made as far as an improve¬ 
ment in 'customer sendee in the Banks' 
is concerned. 

The abhorrent attitude on the part of 
employees, that 'every time is an ideal time 
for gossips, wise cracking, jokes, rights and 
privileges', should be given a go by. If their 
rights are sacrosanct, so are the rights of 
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the bank customers- In matters of duty 
and public dealings, the arrogant as well 
as the apathetic do not deserve any con¬ 
cession or compassion at the hands of their 
employers. For an ordinary shop-keeper, 
a customer is like a god. For the banks 
also, the customers are their bread-givers. 
Therefore, customers deserve care, concern 
and courtesy besides quick attention and 
service. 

Proverbs and Idioms 

Q. Some persons feel that proverbs 
communicate a message in a more effec¬ 
tive manner than plain words do. What is 
your experience about the use of proverbs 
and idoms? Give examples and illustra¬ 
tions. 

Ans. Proverbs state a general truth or 
give advice and thus bring out die rich¬ 
ness of a language and the wisdom of 
those who have compressed their experi¬ 
ences or observations in such profundity 
and peculiarity. Idioms, on the other hand, 
stand for phrases or sentences whose 
meaning is not clear from the meaning of 
its individual words and which must be 
learnt as a whole unit. The effectiveness 
of both proverbs and idioms vis-a-vis plain 
words does not need any recommenda¬ 
tion. The proverb 'Don't put all your eggs 
in one basket' (meaning risk everything 
one has on the success of one plan) or 'it 
takes two to make a quarrel, communi¬ 
cates and conveys much more in a few 
words that an entire story or anecdote told 
in so many plain words. 'Ends must jus¬ 
tify the means' (Gandhi) bares open the 
life story of all those who have held the 
purity of means dear to their hearts, re¬ 
gardless of the criticism or desertion by 
friends or followers. In fact, the older the 
civilization, the richer is its treasure trove 
of proverbs and idioms. 

When the dark clouds of aggression 
caught us napping in 1962, we could make 
. out the meaning of the proverb 'every dark 
cloud has a silver lining' only later on in 
1965 and 1971 when the bitter lessons of 
earlier humiliation were transformed into 
our strength and stamina. 'All the world 
is a stage' (Shakespeare) reminds as that 


our stay on the stage of this world is en¬ 
tirely temporary but our roles are intense 
and interesting. Our birth denotes the 
entry whereas death marks our exit from 
the multi-faceted and multi-coloured sce¬ 
nario called the drama of life. 

Just as a picture, painting or a poem 
communicates a message that would re¬ 
quire a lot many words and references 
and still fail to achieve the desired ef¬ 
fect, a proverb touches the chords in our 
psyche and opens before us the wealth 
of wisdom that time has preserved for 
all generations to learn and live with 
caution and act with valour. Men with 
vision, commitment and conviction have 
looked upon proverbs with reverence 
and drawn necessary inferences and es¬ 
sential guidelines to make their lives 
purposeful and worthy. In order to make 
the best of both the worlds, we must not 
waste words on unwilling listeners nor 
should we resort to- an indiscriminate 
use of proverbs on all occasions. Prov¬ 
erbs and idioms, like ornaments, en¬ 
hance the effectiveness of content and 
context of only those situations or 
speeches where the subject matter is of 
high quality and the purpose is to reach 
out to those who are in dire need of such 
advice or message. 

Preventing cruelty to animals 

Q. Please suggest steps to be taken to 
prevent cruelty to animals. Explain how 
these steps would be effective. 

Ans. Animal hunting and meat eat¬ 
ing have been man's passion, pursuit 
and pleasure for ages. That day may not 
be far away when the mute protest 
against this practice of killing animals 
or causing them pain or torture for self¬ 
gain or gratification may become an is¬ 
sue of paramount importance because 
animals not only help us to keep the 
environment clean, they also add charm 
and splendour to the planet earth. Till 
such time that people fired and fuelled 
with self-interest and greed become kind 
and considerate towards animals, it is 
high time, that some stem but sustain¬ 
able steps are taken to prevent cruelty 


to animals. Besides enforcing the provi¬ 
sions of the Wiki Life Act by the au¬ 
thorities, even ordinary people can 
contribute a lot in mitigating cruelty to 
animals. The following steps, if taken in 
the right earnest, can prove quite effec¬ 
tive and timely. 

The establishment of an organisation 
like the Red Cross can go a long way in 
helping such animals as are old, sick or 
incapacitated and are left on the roads by 
their erstwhile masters. One such society 
(Blue Cross Society) is already doing com¬ 
mendable work in Hyderabad. Its ex¬ 
ample, modus operandi and other detailed 
information can be had from the Society 
itself. 

The practice of putting heavy and 
sometimes unbearable loads in cafte 
driven by bulls, horses, camels anu even 
donkeys, should be discontinued. Un-, 
necessary whipping or lashing of these 
mute but suffering animals should also.’ 
be discouraged and the tendency to keep 
them under-fed or hungry, either due to 
compulsion or callousness, should be re¬ 
placed with care and concern because 
these very animals are the beasts of bur¬ 
den and a source of income for their, 
masters. Under no circumstances should 
their masters desert them when they 
become too old or sick to carry the loads. 

The same yardstick should apply to 
all those who domesticate animals like 
dogs, cows, goats and the like and then 
drive them away on the roads to fend 
for themselves when they no longer 
serve the selfish interests of their mas¬ 
ters. The practice of keeping birds in 
cages is the worst torture that some of 
us cause to these tiny but beautiful an¬ 
gels of our land-scape. 

Lessons or chapters on the subject 
of ‘compassion towards animals, birds 
and rodents' should be included in the 
school curriculum at the primary stage 
when the minds of children are highly 
sensitive and impressionable. Use of 
electronic media, visuals, documentaries 
and the like can go a long way in instill¬ 
ing a feeling of kindness towards ani¬ 
mals, who are a precious wealth of the 
Mother Earth. 
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1. Highest Test Score - 

2. Lowest Teem Score - 

3. Highest score by *n individual player _ 

4. Player to hit fastest 100 — 

5. Player to hit fastest 50 - 

6 . Player to score maximum runs _ 

7. Player to hit maximum sixes _ 

8. Player to hit maximum fours _ 

9. Bowler to take maximum wickets _ 

10. Player to take maximum catches _ 

11. Wicket keeper to make maximum stumpmgs_ 

12. Wicket keeper to take maximum catches _ 

13. Player to make maximum run outs _ 

14. No. runs scored by Jadeja — 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The units digit in the product (7 71 x 6 69 x 3 s5 ) is: 

(«) 6 (b) 4 (c) 1 (d) 2 

' 2 ‘ ^ ex P ression I: L2 + 23 + 34 + - + ^T) ] for 
any natural number n is: 

(a) always equal to 1 ( b ) always less than 1 

(c) always greater than 1 (d) Not definite 

3. If -IS x £2 and 1 < y £ 3, then least possible value 
of 2y - 3x is: 

(a) 0 (b) -2 (r) -4 (d) 1 

4. There is one number which is formed by writing 
one digit six times (e.g. 222222) such number is always 
divisible by: 

(a) 16 ( b ) 11 (c) 15 (d) None of these 

5. The H.C.F. of two numbers is 14 and their dif¬ 
ference is 14. The numbers are: 

(a) 70,84 ( b ) 56,68 (c) 42,66 (d) 38,52 

6. An enterprising businessman earns an income of 
Re 1 on the first day of his business. On every subsequent 
day, he earns an income which is just double of that made 
on the previous day. On the 10 day of business, he earns 
an income of: 

(a) Rs2 9 (b) Rs2 10 (c) Rs 10 2 (d) Rs20 

7. In an examination, a student scores 4 marks for 
every correct answer and loses 1 mark for every wrong 
answer. If he attempts all 65 questions and secures 135 
marks, the number of questions he attempts correctly is: 

(a) 50 (b) 35 (c) 40 (d) 45 

] 

8. Sheela's age is -th of her father's age. Sheela's 

father's age will be twice of Leela's age after 10 years. If 
Leela's 6th birthday was celebrated 4 years before, then 
what is Sheela's present age? 

(a) 7 years (b) 6 years (c) 5 years 

(d) 8 years 

9. If 5 x+n = (125) 8x ' 4 then the value of x is: 

(a) 1 (b) 0 (c) 3 (d) 5 

10. A reduction of 21% in the price of wheat enables 
a person to buy 10.5 kg more for Rs 100. What is the 
reduced price per kg? 

(a) Rs2.50 (b) Rs2.00 (c) Rs3 (d) Rs4.50 

11. The population of a town increases by 15% p.a. If 
the present population is 8,000, what will it be after 2 
years? 

(a) 14000 (b) 11280 (c) 10580 

(d) 12000 

12. A's weight is 20% less than B's. How much is B's 
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weight more than A's? 

(a) 25% (b) 30% (c) 22% (d) 15% 

13. The original price of dining table is Rs 9000. The 
price is discounted by 20% and then raised by 10%, what 
is its new price? 

(a) Rs 8000 (b) Rs6700 

(c) Rs 7920 (d) Rs 6580 

14. A shopkeeper allows a discount of 12% on the 
marked price. How much above cost price must he mark 
his goods to gain 10%? 

(a) 20% ( b ) 25% (c) 16% (d) 18% 

15. A dishonest dealer professes to sell his goods at 
cost price but uses a weight of 960 gms for a kg weight. 
Find gain per cent. 

(a) 5|% (b) 6|% (c) 4"% ' 

(d) None of these 

16. The length of one diagonal of a rhombus is 80% of 
the other diagonal. The area of the rhombus is how many 
times the square of the length of the longer diagonal? 

<«> \ w | w f w | 

17. The perimeter of a rectangle is 2.5 km. What is the 
greatest possible area it may contain? 

(a) 40.259 hectare (b) 38.625 hectare 

(c) 39.0625 hectare (d) 42.15 hectare 

18. The volume of a metal of cylindrical pipe is 748 
cm 3 . Its length js 14 cm and its external radius is 9 cm. 
Find its thickness. 

(a) 1 cm (ib) 5.2 cm (c) 2.3 cm (d) 3.7 cm 

19. Telegraph poles are at a distance of 60 m apart. A 
railway passenger counts the poles on the rail road as he 
passes them. How many will he have passed by a train in 
6 hrs if the speed of the train is 45 km /hr. 

(a) 3600 (b) 4200 (c) 4500 (d) 5000 

20. A and B together can do a job in 8 days. If A does 
twice as much work as B in a given time, find how long A 
alone would take to do the work: 

(a) 12 days (b) 10 days (c) 15 days 

(d) 20 days 

21. A person lent a sum of money at 4% S.I. and in 8 
years the interest amounted Rs 272 less than the sum lent. 
Find the sum lent. 

(a) Rs650 (b) Rs400 (c) Rs354 (d) Rs500 

22. On what sum will the compound interest at 5% 
p.a. for 2 years be Rs 410? 

(a) Rs 4200 (b) Rs8400 (c) Rs4000 (d) Rs5300 



23 A clock gams 5 minutes every hour The angle 
traversed by the second hand in one minute will be 

(a) 330° (b) 380° (c) 390° (d) 240° 

24 By selling 11 oranges for a Re, a man loses 10% 
How many for a rupee should he sell to gam 10°/. 7 

(a) 9 (b) 10 (c) 7 {d) 8 

25 The average age of 8 men is increased by 2 years 
when two of them, whose ages are 20 and 24 years aie 
replaced by 2 women What is the average age of 2 
women 7 

(a) 25 years (b) 32 years 

(r) 40 years (a) 30 years 

26 The value of 

243 x 243 x 2 43 + 35 7 > 357 x 357 
243x243~ 243 x357 + 357x357 1S 


(fl) 4600 

(b) 2300 (0 600 

(d) 8800 

27 If"- 

b l ,, fl + b + t , 

, - „ then - — = 7 


4 

6 7 a 

(d) ” 

oo 4 

(b) 31 (f) 27 


28 15 litres of a mixture contains 20% alcohol and the 
rest water If 3 litres of water be mixed in it, the percentage 
of alcohol in the new mixture will be 

(a) lb*% (b) 151"/, ( C ) 20% (d) 257, 

29 A started business with Rs 4500 and was joined 
afterwards by B with Rs 3000 When did B join if the 
profits at the end of the year were divided in the ratio 
of 7 l 7 

(a) 5 months ( b) 3 months (t) 4 months 

(d) 2^ months 

30 A ship sails out to mark at the rate of 10 km/hr 
and sails back at the rate of 15 km/hr, what is his average 
rate of sailing 7 

(a) 10 km/hr ( b ) 12 km/hr 

(c) 15 km/hr (d) 22 5 km/hr 

Study the following table carefully and answer the 
questions given below it 

No of employees working in various 
Departments of a factory 


Year 


Departments (No 

of employees) 


Produc¬ 

tion 

Sales 

Pur 

chase 

Accounts 

Re 

search 

1985 

150 

15 

65 

45 

70 

1986 

225 

30 

55 

62 

70 

1987 

450 

45 

100 

40 

73 

1988 

460 

83 

*29 

108 

70 

1989 

500 

85 

35 

128 

73 

1990 

510 

— 

70 

41 

125 

75 


31 In which department the number of employees 
(approx) remained the same during the years 1985 to 
1990 7 

f a) Accounts (b) Research 

(c) Sales (d) Purchase 

32 In which year, the total number of employees 
reached (approx) twice the total number of employees the 
factory had in the year 1985 7 

(a) 1987 (b) 1988 (r) 1989 (d) 1990 

33 In which year, the number of employees working 
in production department was less than 50% of total 
employees 7 

(fl) 1985 (b) 1988 (t) 1990 (d) 1989 

34 In which of the following year each department 
had more number of employees than it had in the imme¬ 
diately preceding year 7 

(fl) 1989 ( b ) 1990 (c) 1988 (d) 1986 

35 In which of the following years, the number of 
employees was same as in that in 1990 

(d) 1988 (b) 1989 (c) 1986 (d) 1987 

Study the graph carefully and answer the questions 
based on it 



36 What was the percentage decrease in income 
from 1975 to 1976 7 

(a) 30 (b) 35 (c) 25 (d) 40 

37 The total expenditure of which of the following 
pairs of years was equal to an income of 1980 7 

(a) 1975 and 1976 (b) 1978 and 1979 

(c) 1977 and 1978 

38 In how many of given years was the expenditure 
more than the average expenditure of given years 7 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 2 (d) 1 

39 What was the percentage increase in expenditure 
from 1979 to 1980 7 

(u) 35 (b) 40 (r) 32 (d) 73 

40 What was the ratio of income to expenditure in 
1978 7 

(fl) 5 12 (b) 12 5 (c) 5 16 (d) 16 5 
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^ 41. The increase in a quantity x by y % is: 
(a) (b)xx(i-^) 


2. (b) 


(c) xx(^) (d) x x (jqq + y) 

42. By selling a table for Rs 56, a man gets a percent¬ 
age of profit equal to the cost price. The cost price of table 
is: 

(a) Rs 40 ( b) Rs 38 (c) Rs50 (d) Rs28 

43. In an auditorium -th of the scats were occupied 

3 

by girls and ~ by boys. What percentage of the audience 

O 

consisted of these children? 

(a) 58% ( b ) 47% (c) 62.5% (d) 72% 

44. The time at which the interest of any sum of 
money at 10% be one fourth of its sum is: 

(«) 2~ yrs (b) 4 yrs (r) 3^ yrs 


4. (b) 
6. (a) 


(«) 2-yrs (b) 4 yrs (r) 3-yrs 

(d) 2 yrs 

45. Rs 2080 is invested in a stock quoted at Rs 104. 
This produces an annual income of Rs 160. The rate of 
interest is: 

(a) 7% (f») 8% (c) 9% (d) 4.5% 

46. A swimmer goes against and down stream with 6 
km/hr and 12 km/hr respectively. His speed in still water 
(in km/hr) is: 

(a) 9 km/hr (b) 10 km/hr (c) 5.6 km/hr 

id) 8 km/hr 

47. The set of natural nos. is not closed with respect 
to: 

(a) addition (b) multiplication 

(c) subtraction (d) None of these 

48. Solution set of the equation x 2 + 4 = 0 belongs to 
the set: 

(a) N (b) 1 (c) R 

id) None of these 

49. The (xe R : j x- 1 j < 3} is the same as: 

(a) ~2 £x £4 (b) - 2<x<4 

(c) -1<x<3 (d) -4£x<4 

50. Two oxen and three horses cost Rs 650 and 3 oxen 
and 2 horses cost Rs 600. The total cost of 5 oxen and 5 
horses is: 

(a) Rs 1250 (b) Rsl460 

(c) Rs 1500 (d) Rs 1020 

_ ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (b) Units digit in 7* is 1 . - . Units digit in 7** is 1 
.-. Units digit in 7 71 is 3 

( v Ix7x7x7 gives unit digit 3) 
Every power of 6 will give unit digit 6 
/. 6 m gives unit digit 6 
Units digit in 3 4 is 1 .\ Units digit in 3 M is 1 
.-. Units digit in 7 71 x 6 fiq x 3 85 is 4 

[3x6x3 gives units digit 4] 


9. (a) 
10. (b) 


11. (f) 

12. (a) 

13. (c) 

14. (b)- 


G.E.-(,-i) + (i — l), ( l-i) + - + (I—-L) 

= + 1-I+I-1 + ...+I—!_ 

22334 nn+1 
1 * n 

ir+r * 1 

For least value of 2y-3x, take the least value of y 
and the greatest value of x 
/. Rcqd. value = 2x1 -3x2 = -4 
5. (a) 

On the 2nd day, he earns = 1 x 2 * Rs (2f l 
On 3rd day he earns = 2x2 = 2 2 = 2 <31) 

On 10th day he earns 2 101 = 2 q 
Let the no. of correct answers be x 
No. of incorrect answers = 65 - x 
4x - (65 - x) = 135 .-. x =40 
Leela's age after 10 years (6 + 4 + 10) - 20 years 
Sheela's father's age after 10 years = 40 years 
Sheela's father's present age = 30 years 

.-. Sheela's present age = - x 30 = 6 years 

Ix*t the original price be Rs x 

79 1 

.'. Reduced price per kg = - qq x 

, 100 _ 100 _ lf) _ 210 0 
" 79x x ~ " X " 10.5 x 79 

J 00 

79 2100 

Reduced pnce/kg = T65 x- 7 -^,Rs2 

Population after 2 years = 8000 (1 + ~~) 2 - 10580 
Excess of B's height over A's 

5 ‘ ( TO ?a 20 Xl00,% “ 25% 
New Price --- HOT., of 80% of 9000 

= }s x ^'™’ Rs792 ° 

Let CP = Rs 100 S.P. = Rs 110 
Let M.P. be Rs x 
88% of x = 110.'. x= 125 
He should mark 25% above C.P 


15. (c) 

16. ( b) 


Reqd. gain 1 ’ 


x 100 » 4 '-% 


Let one diagonal = x ( 

Another diagonal = -~rx = -- units 
1UU 

14 2 2 

Area of a rhombus = - (x x ~x) = -x 

2 

= g (Square of longer diagonal) 

Perimeter of a rectangle = 2.5 km = 2500 m 
[ ■ • Out of all rects, area of square is maximum] 

.-.Its side = - = 625 m 

Area = (625) 2 = 390625 m 2 = 39.0625 hectare 


17. (c) 


18. (a) n (R 2 - r) h = 748 or »t (9 2 - r 2 ) x 14 = 748 cm 3 


712 MARCH'96 COMPETITION MASTER 




a r = 8 cm 

Thickness = R- r = 9- 8 = lcm 

19. (c) Distance travelled in 6 hrs = 6 x 45 x 1000 m 


a No. of poles = 


6 x 45x1000 
60 


= 4500 


20. (a) A = 2B or B = A/2 

1 

In 1 day A + B can do a work = - 

a A i A /2 1 1 .1 A /2 i .m tic work, m one u.i\ 

l ?. i 

or A's one day's work - ^ -yj ~ 

a A can alone do the work in 12 days 

21. ( b) Let the sum be Rs 100 

r. i 100x4x8 n- 

SI = "loo K * 32 

Difference = 100 - 32 = 68 
If the difference is Rs 252 then 

sum = 252 x —~ = Rs 400 

22. (c) Let P = Rs 100 
a C.I. = 100 (1 + ^) 2 - 100 = Rs 


41 


If Cl is Rs 77 then P 
4 


■ Rs 100 


If C.I. is Rs 410 then P = 100 x — x 410 = Rs 4000 

41 

^60 

23. ( c) .Angle covered in 1 sec -•= 6 ' 

6 U 

a Angle covered in 5 seconds -6x5- 30° 
a Reqd angle = 360° + 30° = 390° 

| v Clock gains 5 minutes every hour 
a it gains 5 seconds every minute] 

24. (a) S.P. of 1 orange • Re 90% of C.P. = ~ 

. £ p s — X ^52 

• 11 90 

S.P. of 1 orange = 110% of C.P. 

110 1 100 „ 1 
~t00 X ’ll X 90 Re 9 
a He should sell 9 oranges for a Re 

25. (d) Total ages of two women = 20 + 24 + (2 x 8 ) = 60 

a Average age of 2 women = 60 + 2 = 30 years 

26. (c) fl3 + &3 


a 2 - ab + b 2 


= a + b a Value = 243 + 357 = 600 


b 
6 

a + b + c 


27. («) f = | = f = k a a = 4k,b = 6 k,c = 7k 


4k + 6 fc + 7k 
4k 


17 

4 


20 


28. (a) Alcohol in 15 litres = x 15 = 3 litres 

100 

%age of alcohol in new mixture 

“(l^3 x,00)% - ,6 f % 

29. (fj) A'8 investment for 1 month = 4500 x 12 = Rs 54000 


'to 


31. 

33. 


34. 

39. 

42. 

43. 


As B gets - profit, his investment for 1 month 
= |x 54000 = Rs 27000 

a B's investment is used fur ■ j ^ * 9 months 
.■. B joined A after 12-9^3 months 
O') Average speed for total journey --- 


2 v 10 x 15 


10 +15 


-12 km/hr 


(b) 32. (a) 

(a) In 1989, the no. of employees in production was 
150 while total no. was 345 
150 < 50% of 345 


(a) 35. (/•) 

lb) 40. (d)_ 


36 (c) 37. (it) 

41. (a) 


38. (it) 


(it) Let C.P. =• Rs x a x + —— x x = 56 

a x = Rs 40 ( v ' 

(c) L-et total seats be x 

x 3x 
4 + 8 

a Reqd. %age = x 100 = 62.5 

p 

7 x 100 

4 


t o) 


p x io = | =2 -2y ears 


44. (it) T =• - 

45. (h) Let the rate of interest be x% 


46. 


47. 

49, 

50. 


A^jx2080 = Rsl60 
x = 8 

( V By investing Rs 104, he gets 
a stock worth Rs 100 ) 

(i?) Let his speed in still water be x km/hr and speed 
of stream be y km/hr 
x + y = 12 ... (I) 
x - y = 6 km/hr... (it) 

Solving (i) and (it) 
x = 9 km/hr 

(c) 48. (d) 

(17)1 x — 11 <3 

A -3 £ X - 1 £ 3 => -2 < x S 4 
(«) Let cost of a horse be Rs x and that of an oxen be 
Rs y 

a 3x + 2y = 650... (i) 

2x + 3y = 600... (if) 

Solving (i) and (») 
x = 150, y = 100 

a 5x + 5y = 5 (x + y) = 5 (150 +100) = Rs 1250 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

National Defence Academy Exam, 17th Sept ’95 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Items 1 to 6) 
Directions: 

(j) In this section 6 sentences are 
given. Each sentence has three parts, 
indicated by (a), ( b ) and (c). Read each 
sentence to find out whether there is an 
error. If you find an error in any one of 
the parts (a, b, c), indicate your response 
by blackening the letter related to that 
part in the Answer Sheet provided. If a 
sentence has no error, indicate this by 
blackening 'd' which stands for "No 
error". 

(ii) Errors may belong to grammar, 
usage or idiom. Examples P and Q have 
been solved for you. 

P. My friend and myself(a) study 
together(!>) during holidays.(c) No error:(d) 

Q. The rice from Dehradun is(o) 
more superior(b) to that of Saharan- 
pur.(c) No error,(d) 

Solution: 

The correct answer for P is letter 
'd' because the sentence has no mis¬ 
take in it. The correct answer for Q 
is '!)' because the mistake in the sen¬ 
tence is in the part carrying the let¬ 
ter 'b'. 

Now attempt items 1 to 6. 

1. "I'm the last person(fl) to 
dream of causing him any harm",(i)) 
said an agitated Armstrong to the in- 
spector.(c) No error.(d) 

2. Meerabai was sent away from 
her home (a) because she spend most of 
the time(b) in the company of holy 
men.(c) No error .(d) 

3. On hearing the news over the 
radio that(a) India has won the hockey 
match,(I>) I jumped with joy.(c) No 
error.(d) 

4. My uncle frequently goes to 
abroad( 0 ) on business(b) by air.(c) No 
error .(d) 

5. Mr Sunil Pawar, our repre¬ 
sentative,^) he will attend the meet- 
ing(!>) on our behalf.(c) No error.(d) 

6 . The manager called the clerk 
and said whether(o) he was in the habit 
of (b) sleeping at home as well.(c) No 
error.(d) 


Sentence Improvement 

(Items 7 to 12) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possible substitutions for the under¬ 
lined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
belter than the underlined pari, indicate 
your response on the Answer Sheet 
against the corresponding letter (a), (b) 
or (c). If none of the substitutions im¬ 
prove the sentence, indicate (d) as your 
response on the Answer Sheet. Thus a 
'No improvement' response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and S 
have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(n) singed the 

(!;) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book 
twice . 

(a) I already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) I twice have already read this 
book. 

(c) 1 have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement. 
Explanation: 

For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song". V is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

Item S is a correct sentence. None of 
the changes suggested will improve it. 
'd' is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 7 to 12. 

7. Would you find me absent, 
please don't forget to leave a message 
behind. 

(a) Should 

(b) Unless 

(c) As 

(d) No improvement 

8 . Mother always finds faults 
with the maid servant. 


(a) is finding faults 

(b) finds fault 

(c) find faults 

(d) No improvement 

9. You ought not to have g one 
there, but you did. 

(a) go 

(b) have been 

* (c) be going 

(d) No improvement 

10. Mary met with an accident. 
She didn't just twist her leg, she has 
broken it . 

(a) had broken it. 

(I)) breaks it. 

(e) broke it too. 

(d) No improvement. 

11. What are needed are not large 
houses but small - cottages. 

(a) was 

(!)) were 

(c) is 

(d) No improvement 

12. It was hard to believe that he 
was dead for two years. 

(a) has been dead 

(b) is dead 

(c) had been dead 

(d) No improvement 
Synonyms (Items 13 to 17) 

Directions: 

hi this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are underlined 
You may also find only a group of words 
which is underlined. For each underlined 
part, four words/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word/plirase nearest in mean¬ 
ing to the underlined part and blacken the 
corresponding space on the Answer 
Sheet. 

Example 'E' is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(a) verbose 

(b) involved 

(c) lucid 

(d) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent". So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 13 to 17. 

13. He gave such a vivid descrip¬ 

tion of the house we wanted to rent that 
we did not have to look at it. v 
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(a) confused 

(b) detailed 

(c) simple 

(d) clear 

14. It is so gratifying to know that 
there are not many small-pox cases 
these days. 

(a) happy 
(ib) satisfying 

(c) surprising 

(d) pleasing 

15. A civilized Roman banquet 
was a thing of great richness, style and 
decorum. 

(a) table (b) ornament 

(c) feast (d) palace 

16. Last evening I was held up at 
the meeting. 

(a) delayed (b) stopped 

(r) detained (d) kept 

17. Now the fury of the 
demonstrators turned against the 
machines. 

(a) acrimony (b) rage 

(c) passion (d) asperity 

Antonyms (Items 18 to 22) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
word or a phrase which is underlined in the 
sentence given. It is followed by four words 
or phrases. Select the word or phrase which 
is closest to the opposite in meaning of the 
underlined word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(a) lazy (b) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: The word "lazy" is 
nearest to the opposite in meaning of 
the word "smart". So 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 18 to 22 

18. There was a marginal increase 
in his pay. 

(a) peripheral 

(b) significant 

(c) negligible 

(d) unforeseen 

19. The geologists declared that 
the fossil was authentic . 

(a) fake ( b ) beautiful 

(c) old (d) new 

, 20. The committee set about 
making provisional arrangements for 
the annual conference. 

(a) permanent 

(b) lasting 

(c) abiding 

(d) unconditional 

21. He climbed up a stationary 
wagon. 


(a) standing 

(b) shunting 

(c) speeding 

(d) moving 

22 . It is surprising to find her con¬ 
doning such an act. 

(a) forbidding 

(b) disliking 

(c) condemning 

(d) disparaging 
COMPREHENSION 
(Items 23 to 34) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have three short 
passages. After each passage you will find 
several questions based on the passage. 
First, read Passage I, and answer the ques¬ 
tions based on it. Then go on to the other 
passages. 

Examples T and ']' are solved for 

you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human beings or 
to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

( d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain 
and death . 


Explanation: 

The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings', which is response (c). So 'e' is 
the correct answer. 

The best assumption underlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 23 to 34. 
Passage I 

If the census tells us that India has 
two or three hundred languages, it also 
tells us, I believe, that Germany has 
about fifty or sixty languages. 1 do not 
remember anyone pointing out this fact 
in proof of the disunity or disparity of 
Germany. As a matter of fact, a census 
mentions all manner of petty lan¬ 
guages, sometimes spoken by a few 
thousand persons only; and often 
dialects are classed for scientific pur¬ 
poses as different languages. India 
seems to me to have surprisingly few 
languages, considering its area. Com¬ 
pared to the same area in Europe, it is 
far more closely allied in regard to lan¬ 
guage, but because of widespread t! 
literacy, common standards have not 
developed and dialects have formed. 
The principal languages of India are 
Hindustani (of the two varieties, Hindi 
and Urdu), Bengal', Gujarati Marathi 
Tamil, Telugu, Maluvalam and ka.i- 
nada. If Assamese, Oriya, Sindhi, hasi. 
miri, Pushtu and Punjabi are added, the 
whole country is covered except for 
some hill and forest babes. Of these the * 
lndo-Aryan languages, w hi,<\ er the 
whole north, centre and west of India, 
are closely allied; and the southern 
Dravidian languages, though different, 
have been greatly influenced bv 
Sanskrit, and are full ot Sanskrit words. 

23. One of the reasons why there 
are many dialects in India is: 

(a) illiteracy 

(b) population 

(c) more communities 

(d) vast area 

24. In the passage the author 

(a) defends the multilingual 
situation of India 

(b) classifies the Indian lan¬ 
guages 

(c) compares India with Ger¬ 
many 

(d) criticises the illiteracy in 
India 
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25. Which one of the following 
statements according to this passage is 
true? 

(a) India has as many languages 
as Europe does 

[b) India i.» a vast country with 
no! too many languages 

(i) Indian languages are not as 
well developed as those of 
l-.utope 

id India ha 1 - t n mo m.im lan- 
guages 

2h. '1 he I):av'dian languages have 
been greatly influenced by Sanskrit. 
This 

(«) makes them superior to the 
Indo-Aryan languages 

(b) makes them inferior to the 
Indo-Arvan languages 

(c) makes them very different 
from the other Indian lan¬ 
guages 

(d) brings them close to the 
Indo-Aryan languages 

Passage 11 

An Englishman living near Shef¬ 
field had a most unlucky day's fishing. 
He was standing on a low bridge when 
he had the misfortune to knock his tin 


of bait into the river. Leaning over the 
side of the bridge, he tried to hook the 
tin and pull it out of the river. As he did 
so, his car keys fell out of his pocket and 
disappeared in the water. 

Feeling thoroughly annoyed with 
himself and his luck, the fisherman 
leaned ovei the bridge to try to see 
where lus keys had gone As he did so 
the hndgccoliapseil and he fell into (lie 
ii\ei I hi 1 - vi as the last stiavv. Che 
fisherman crawled out of the liver and 
went back to his car. There he dis¬ 
covered that he had locked the doors 
and could not get in. His anti-thief lock 
had immobilised his car. There was 
nothing left for him to do but walk 
sadly home. 

27. The Englishman felt annoyed 
with himself because 

(u) he knocked his tin of bait and 
dropped the car keys into 
the river 

(b) the bridge on which he was 
standing was low 

(c) he was leaning over the side 

of the bridge and trying to 
hook the tin 


(d) his tin of bait and car keys 
were not visible from the 
bridge 

28. How did the tin of bait get into 
the river? 

(a) There is no mention of it in 

liie passage 

f b) it fell in when the bridge 
broke 

•r) (he ♦'-.herman kn>K.ked it in 
■kudentiUK 

(i/j It fell m when the fisherman 
fell in 

2S) When did the fisherman first 
lean over the bridge? 

(</) When it broke 

(b) When the bait fell in 
(f) When his keys fell in 

(d) Soon after he started fishing 

30. What was the last straw ac¬ 
cording to the passage"’ 

(ii) The collapse of the bridge 
{b) The loss of his bail 
(cj The loss of his car keys 
{d) His inability to get into the 
car 

Bahwce questions and complete 
answers will appear in April '96 issue 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


National Defence Academy examination, 17th September, 1995 


1. If the energy 'E' of a photon is equal to Hu, where 
u is the frequency and 'h' is Planck's constant, then the 
dimension of Planck's constant is: 


(*) M’ L; T* 
(0 m 1 i," r 1 


(b) M 1 ] 1? T* 
(d) M 1 L 2 T' 2 


2. Match List I with List D and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

(Item s) (Units of length) 

A. Distance between 1. Microns 

Earth and Stars 2. Angstroms 

B. Interatomic dis- 3. Light years 

tances in a solid 4. Fermi 

C. Size of the nucleus 5. Kilometers 

D. Wavelength of 
Infrared laser 


Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

5 4 2 1 

(t>) A B C D 

3 2 4 1 

(c) A B C D 

5 2 4 3 

(d) A B C D 

3 4 12 


3. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 


Assertion (A): While taking a sharp turn at high speed 
a truck load of fodder overturns more frequently than a 
truck load of iron beams. 


Reason (R): The centre of gravity of truck carrying 
fodder is lowered and the vertical line through its C.G. 
falls outside the base on a sharp turn, while for a truck 
carrying iron beams this does not happen. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

4. Mosquitoes can lay eggs on the surface of water. 
But when oil is sprinkled on the surface of water, 
mosquitoes cannot lay eggs because: 

(a) surface tension of water is increased 

( b ) viscosity of water increases 


(c) surface tension of water is decreased 

(d) water-oil mixture acts as a mosquito repellant 

5. Which one of the following statements regarding 
artificial satellite of the earth is incorrect ? 

(a) The orbital velocity depends on the mass of 
the satellite 

(b) A minimum velocity of 8 km/sec. is required 
by a satellite to orbit quite close to the earth 

(c) The period of revolution is large if the radius 
of its orbit is large 

(d) The height of a geostationary satellite is about 
36000 km from earth 

6 . Which one of the following diagrams illustrates 
the relation between kinetic energy (K) and the velocity 
(V) of a body? 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 
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<d) K 



7. A body executing simple harmonic motion while 
passing through its mean position will have: 

(a) kinetic energy only 

(i b ) potential energy only 

(c) both kinetic and potential energies 

(a) minimum acceleration 

8 . A body loses 1 /5 of its weight when fully im¬ 
mersed in water. What is the density of the body? 

(a) 6 (b) 5 (c) 4 (d) 1 

9. Which of the following are factors upon which 
the amount of heat radiated from a body depends? 

1 . Excess temperature of the body over sur¬ 
rounding. 

2. Density of the body. 

3. Exposed area of the body. 

4. Nature of the surface of the body. 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes- 

(a) 1,2 and 3 ( b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

10. The human eye has essentially a lens and a retina 
used as a screen Which one of the following statements is 
true about this combination of lens and retina? 

(<?) It is a convex lens with variable focal length 
and fixed distance between the retina and the 
lens 

(b) It is a convex lens of constant focal length and 
its distance from the retina is variable 

(c) it is a convex lens of constant focal length at a 
fixed distance from the retina 

(d) It is a concave lens of adjustable focal length 
at a fixed distance from tne retina 

11. Some of the following expressions represent the 
equation of a waveform (symbols have the usual mean¬ 
ing) 

1. A sin sin wt 2. A cos sin wt 
3. A cos cos wt 4. Asin^jp-coswt 

5. A sin ~ (ct - x) 6. A cos ^ (ct - x) 

Those which represent progressive waves include: 

(a) land 2 (b) 3 and 4 

(c) 5 and 6 (d) 2 and 4 


12. Sound waves travel fastest in: 

(a) brass (b) hydrogen 

(c) oxygen (d) water 

13. The wavelength of the light of violet colour is: 

(a) 4 microns (b) 0.4 micron 

(c) 0.04 micron (d) 0.004 micron 

14. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): A dentist uses a concave mirror to ex¬ 
amine a small cavity. 

Reason (R): A concave mirror forms real images for all 
positions of an object. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

( b ) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

15. Which of the following statements are NOT cor¬ 
rect? 

1. Magnetic monopoles do not exist. 

2. Two iron bars which are magnetised always 
attract. 

3. A wire freely suspended in a magnetic field 
orients itselfparallel to the field. 

4. Copper is aiamagnetic and aluminium is 
paramagnetic. 

Choose the answer from the following codes: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,3 and 4 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 2,3 and 4 

16. Which of tire following statements are correct 
regarding ferromagnetic materials? 

1. They contain iron. 

2. They exhibit hysteresis. 

3. They are characterised by atoms with per¬ 
manent dipole moments. 

Choose the answer from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 3 

17. When a soap bubble is charged: 

(a) its radius increases (b) its radius decreases 

(c) its radius remains unchanged 

(d) it collapses 

18. A capacitor of capacitance 10 pF has been charged 
to 100 volts. It is now connected in parallel to another 
uncharged capacitor C. The common potential becomes 
40 volts. The capacitance of the other capacitor C is: 

(a) 5 pF (b) 10 pF 

(c) 15 pF (d) 20 pF 

19. Which one of the following statements regarding' 
Shooting-Stars is incorrect? 
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(a) They are meteors 

(b) They arc the debris which got separated from 
a comet 

(c) They emit light due to extremely high 
temperature caused by friction while they are 
passing through earth's atmosphere 

(d) They are a kina of a star 

20. Two resistances Ri and Rz are joined as shown in 
the figure, to two batteries of emf Hi and Hz. If E: is short- 
circuited the current through Ri is: 

(a) Ei/R, (b) Ez/Ri 

(f) K 2 /R 2 (d) Ei/(R 2 + Ri) 



21. Which one of the following is a semiconductor? 

(a) Gallium ( b ) Indium phosphide 

(c) Antimony (d) Strontium 

22. An electric bulb, rated at 100 watts 230 volts, is 
connected to a source of 230 volts a.c. mains. The bulb is 
burned for 100 days at the rate of 10 hours per day. What 
is the cost of burning the bulb if 1 unit of electricity costs 
50 pa iso? 

(a) Ks 100 (b) Rs 10 

(c) Rs 50 (d) Rs 23 

23. Two electric bulbs whose resistances are in the 
ratio 1 : 2 are connected in parallel to a constant voltage 
source. The power dissipated in them will have the ratio: 

(a) 1:4 (b) 1:1 (c) 2:1 (d) 1:2 

24. In a nuclear chain reaction 

(<?) a U-235 nucleus is bombarded with a fast 
moving alpha particle 

lb) a U-235 nucleus is bombarded with a fast 
moving neutron 

(c) a U-2.3S nucleus is bombarded with a slow 
mo\ ing neutron 

id) a l'-233 nucleus is bombarded with a slow 
moving neutron 

25. The 1994 Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded for 
the work in the field of: 

(a) Top quarks (/>) Infrared astronomy 

(c) Neutron physics 

(d) 1 ligh To superconductivity 

26. Which one of the following elements of Group V 
forms the most basic oxide? 

(a) N (b) As (r) Sb (d) Bi 

27. Which one of the following is an example of a 
compound? 

(a) Marble (b) Brass 

(c) Graphite (d) Petroleum coke 


28. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List 1! 

(Metal) (Symbol) 

A. Silver 1. Pb 

B. Gold 2. Ag 

C. Mercury 3. Sn 

D. Lead 4. Au 

5. Hg 

Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

5 4 2 3 

(b) A B C D 

2 4 5 1 

(r) A B C D 

5 2 4 3 

(d) A B C D 

14 5 2 

29. Consider the following statements: 

In the reaction 2 KCIO 3 —>2KCi *■ 30z, with respect to 
KCIO 3 

1. K is oxidised. 

2. Cl is reduced. 

3. O is oxidised. 

4. O is reduced. 

Which of the above are correct? Choose the answer 
from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (It) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) i and 4 

30. Which one of the following laws is explained in 
the formation of oxides of lead that is PbO, PbOz and 
Pb 3 0 4 ? 

(a) Law of conservation of mass 

( b) Law of definite proportions 

(c) Law of multiple proportions 

(d) Dalton's Law 

31. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Water is a good solvent for many salts. 
Reason (R): The dielectric constant ot water is high. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is corrot t 7 

(a) Both A and K are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R .ire true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(r) A is true but R is false 
(</) A is false but R is true 

32. When the spins ot the two nuclei are parallel in 
the hvdrogen molecule, it is known as- 

(it) para hvdrogen (i>) ortho hydrogen 

(c) atomic hydrogen id) nascent hydrogen 

33. The oxidation number of Mn in K 2 MnOt is: 

(«) +7 (b) +6 (c) +4 (d) +2 

34. The molecule BFs is a: 
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(a) Bronsted add (b) Lewis add 

(c) Lewis base (d) Salt 

35. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R); 

Assertion (A): Graphite is used as lubricant. 

Reason (R): Graphite is soft and a good conductor. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(a) A is false but R is true 

36. Which of the following are true of fertilizer? 

1. It supplies nutrients to the plants. 

2. It kills the pests. 

3. It produces plant growth hormones. 

4. It adjusts the soil pH and increases the crop 
yield. 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2and3 (d) land4 

37. Which one of the following sets of constituents is 
used for making safety matches? 

(a) Carbon, sulphur and glue 

( b) Potassium chlorate, Antimony sulphide and 

(0 /Lad dioxide, carbon and paraffin 

(d) Silicon dioxide, sulphur and paraffin 

38. Match List l with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 


List 11 
(Species) 

1. Sodium 

2. Nitrogen 

3. Oxygen 

4. Beryllium 

5. Hydride ion 


List 1 

(Electronic 

configuration) 

A. H 4 

B. ls 2 2s 2 2p 4 

C. Is 2 2s; 

D. ls‘2s 2 2p 6 3s 1 

Codes: 

(a) A B 

4 3 

(b) A B 

(c) A B 

5 4 

(d) A B 


39. If 0.40 g of a metal oxide on reduction gave 0.24 g 
of the metal, then the equivalent weight of the metal is: 

(a) 48 (b) 24 ( c ) 12 (d) 6 

40. Which one of the following is the most inert con¬ 
figuration? 

< (a) Is 2 2s 2 2p b (b) Is? 2s? 2p* 3s’ , 

(c) Is 2 2s 2 2p b 3s 2 (d) Is 2 2s 2 2p 6 3s 2 3p 6 


41. Human beings belong to: 

(a) the order Primate under Ate class chordata 

(b) the class Primate under phylum chordata 

(c) the class Primate under phylum mammalia 

(d) the class mammalia under phylum chordata 

42. In the testis (gonad), the type(s) of cell division 
encountered is/are: 

(a) Mitosis ( b ) Meiosis 

(c) Both mitosis and meiosis 

(d) neither meiosis nor mitosis, but only reduc- 
tional division 

43. A flower that attracts a few kinds of insects 
regularly has an evolutionary advantage. Which of the 
following is/are the reason(s) for this? 

1. Some species of insects eat the flower. 

2. Little pollen would be lost on other plant 
species. 

3. A plant need not produce much nectar. 
Choose the correct answer from the codes given 

below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 alone (b) 2 alone 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 alone 

44. Double fertilization in angiosperms results in: 

(a) one diploid cell only 

(b) one triploid cell only 

(c) one haploid cell and one triploid cell 

(d) one diploid cell and one triploid cell 

45. Athletes normally have larger sized hearts be¬ 
cause: 

(a) their blood is thicker and requires more heart 
muscle to circulate it 

(b) their cardiac output is regulated by change of 
cardiac rate during workout 

(c) greater blood pressure developed during 
"workout requires thicker heart walls 

(d) their cardiac output is regulated by change of 
stroke vol ume during workout 

46. Which one of the following items of food contains 
maximum roughage? 

(a) Banana (b) Cabbage 

(c) Cane sugar (d) Fish 

47. A person suffering from tetany is treated by the 
administration of: 

(a) Parahormone (b) Thyroxine 

(c) Aldosterone (d) Calcitonin 

48. In a cross between a tall (dominant) and a dwarf 
(recessive) plant, half of the progeny became tall and the 
other half awarf, thereby inaicating the genotypes of the 
parents as: 

(a) TT,Tt (b) TT,tt (c)Tt,tt (d) tt, tt 

49. Which one of the following is not a mosquito 
borne disease? 

(a) Dengue fever (b) Filariasis 

(c) Sleeping sickness (d) Malaria 

50. The correct model of DNA structure is that 
proposed by: 

(a) Jacob and Monod (b) Watson and Crick 
(c) Khorana (d) Baltimore and Temin 
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51. In India the standard time is fixed on the basis of 
standard meridian which passes through: 

(a) Puri ( b ) Kovalam 

(c) Dwaraka (d) Allahabad 

52. Solidification of Magma within the earth's crust 
leads to the formation of: 

(a) Sedimentary rocks (b) Plutonic rocks 
(c) Volcanic rocks (d) Metamorphic rocks 

53. Fumaroles are associated with the emission of: 

(a) water ( b ) gases 

(c) magma (d) sulphur 

54. Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

(Local winds) (Areas) 

A. Khamsin 1. Argentina 

B. Zonda 2. Egypt 

C. Santa Ana 3. Iran 

D Simoon 4. California 

Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

12 4 3 

(b) A B C D 

2 4 3 1 

57. Consider the map given below: 


(c) A B C D 

2 14 3 

(d) A B C D 

2 4 13 

55. The hard pellets of ice which fall from 
cumulonimbus clouds am called: 

(a) snow (b) frost 

(c) hail (a) fog 

56. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Southern Victoria and Queensland are 
some of the richest cattle areas in Australia. 

Reason (R): In these areas of Australia cattle-breeders 
are experts and they use advanced technology. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of tire following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

( b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 



The areas marked in the map are regions of: 

(a) folded mountains 

(b) Mediterranean climate 

(c) volcanic activities 

(d) petroleum production 


58. The Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf are con¬ 
nected by the: 

(a) Strait of Bab el Mandeb , 

(i>) Hormuz Strait 

(c) Strait of Messina 

(d) Falk Strait 
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59. Given below are two statements, one 
labelled as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as 
Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Sweden, Canada, Finland and Norway 
are the world's.leading exporters of wood pulp. 

Reason (R): The coniferous woods are preferred for the 
manufacture of pulp. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 


60. Consider the map given below: 


of die following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 



The shaded areas in the map represent 

(a) Ethiopia and Somalia 

(b) Ethiopia and Kenya 

(c) Kenya and Somalia 

(d) Uganda and Sudan 


61. Match List I with List D and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List 11 


{Mountains/Valleys/ 

Passes) 

A. Zaskar Range 

B. Kangra Valley 

C. Chumbi Valley 

D. BhorghatPass 


(Related States/ 

Roads) 

1. Himachal Pradesh 

2. Maharashtra 

3. Kashmir 

4. Sikkim 

5. Hindustan-Hbet 
Road 


Codes: 

(«) A B C D . 

12 3 4 

(b) A B C D 

3 4 12 

(c) A B C D 

5 2 3 4 

(d) A B C D 

3 14 2 

62. Which one of the following places has a higher 
range of daily temperature? 

(a) Delhi 

(b) Bombay 

(c) Madras 
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\a) v-aicutia 

63. Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

A. Gandhi Sagar Dam 1. Ravi 

B. Nagarjuna Sagar Dam 2. Tapti 

C. TheinDam 3. Chambal 

D. KakraparaDam 4. Krishna 

Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

3 4 12 

(b) A B C D 

3 12 4 

(c) A B C D 

2 4 3 1 

(d) A B C D 

4 3 12 

64. Cement factories are largely concentrated in the 
western and southern region of India because: 

(a) the demand for cement is higher in these 
regions 

(b) high grade limestone and gypsum are abun* 
dantly found in these regions 

(c) cheap labour is available 

(d) transport is cheap 

65. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Vegetation is the Index of climate. 
Reason (R): Rainfall and temperature predominantly 
affect the type of vegetation. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

( b ) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

66. Iron ore mines of Sundergarh, Mayurbhanj and 
Keonjhar are located in: 

(a) Orissa (5) Bihar 

(cj West Bengal (d) Maharashtra 

67. Which one of the following fruits produced in 
India has maximum export market, earning foreign ex¬ 
change? 

(a) Banana (b) Mango 

(c) Apple (d) Orange 

68. An extremely narrow stretch of land joining two 
large land areas is known as: 

(a) Peninsula (b) Strait 

(c) Bay (d) Isthumus 

69. Fold mountains are formed as a result of: 

(a) vertical uplift of a landmass 
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(b) volcanic activity 

(c) horizontal tensional forces 

(d) horizontal compressions! forces 

70. The jet aeroplanes prefer to fly above tropopause 
because: 

(a) at this level the fall of temperature with height 
ceases to prevail 

(b) clouds are almost absent and there is very 
little dust or water vapour 

(c) of freedom from bumpy air pockets 

(a) they want to get out ot the gravitational pull 
of the earth in order to increase their speed 

71. The Dasyus mentioned in the Vedic literature 
were: 

(a) the lowly placed people in society 
lb) traders, craftsmen and farmers 
(cj the rulers and warriors 
(a) the original inhabitants of India before the 
coming of Aryans 

72. Who among the following was sent by Ashoka to 
Sri Lanka to preach Buddhism? 

(a) Kautilya (b) Pushyamitra 

(cj Banabhatta (d) Mahendra 

73. The National emblem of India has been adopted 
from: 

(a) the lion capitol of the Mauryas 

(b) the coins of the Guptas 

(c) the seals of Harappa 

(d) the Ajanta paintings 

74. Harshvardhana was defeated by: 

! a) Mahendravarman 
b) Vishnuvardhana 
cj Ananthavarman Chotaganga 

(d) Pulakeshin II 

75. The Delhi Sultanate ruler who moved the capital 
from Delhi to a new town which later came to be known 
as Agra was: 

.(a) Muhammad-bin-Tughluq 

(b) SikandarLodi 
(cj Ala-ud-din Khilji 
(d) Iltutmish 

76. The Home Rule Leagues were formed during the: 
(a) partition of Bengal 
(b) First World War 

(c) struggle following the Jallianwala Bagh mas¬ 
sacre 

(d) Congress session of 1906 

77. What is foe correct chronological sequence of foe 
following events? 

1. The Khilafat Movement. 

2. The Non-Cooperation Movement. 

3. The Individual Civil Disobedience Movement. 

4. The Bardoli Satyagraha. 

Select foe correct answer from foe codes given below: 
(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 2,4,1,3 



(c) 4,1,2,3 (d) 3,4,2,1 

78. Tiie Provisional Government of Independent 
India (Azad Hind) was formed at: 

(a) Singapore (fa) Tokyo 

(e) Kuala Lampur (d) Jakarta 

79. According to tne Constitution of India, the Legis¬ 
lature of State consists of: 


IfJ M>-jr.\<H'»JiJ 


(fa) the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative 
Council where it exists 

(c) the Governor and die Legislative Assembly 
(a) the Governor, the Legislative Assembly and 
the Legislative Council where it exists 

80. The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of India 
relates to: 

(a) foe national languages of India 
(fa) administration of the scheduled and tribal 
areas 

Cc) Judicial Review 
(a) Anti-defection Law 

81. "The Boston Tea Party" took place in: 

(a) 1776 (fa) 1774 

(c) 1773 (d) 1770 

82. In die American War of Independence, the leader 
who was put in command of American forces was: 

(a) Thomas Jefferson 

(b) George Washington 

(c) Thomas Paine 

(d) Abraham Lincoln 

83. "Man is born free, yet everywhere he is in 
chains." This was said by: 

(a) Jean Jacques Rousseau 
(fa) Voltaire 

(c) Montesquieu (d) Karl Marx 

84. The Wealth of Nations was written by: 

(a) Karl Marx (fa) Voltaire 

(c) Malthus (d) Adam Smith 

85. The Planning Commission is: 

(a) a Constitutional body 

(fa) a wing of the Ministry of Planning, Govern¬ 
ment of India 
(r) an advisory body 

(d) endowed with the responsibility of im¬ 
plementing the Five Year Plans 

86. Which of the following are among the permanent 
members of the Security Council of the United Nations 
Organization? 

1. Germany 2. Russia 

3. Japan 4. China 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 


Codes: 

(a) land2 (fa) 2and3 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4 

87. During the period of the Renaissance new styles 
of architecture first developed in: 

(a) Italy (fa) France 

(c) England (d) Germany 

88. Saint Simon, Charles Fourier and Robert Owen 
were: 

(a) Renaissance artists 
(fa) Portuguese navigators 
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(c) early Socialists 

(a) activists in the American War of Inde¬ 
pendence 

89. Which one of the following pairs of States was die 
first to implement die Panchayati Raj system? 


ftrst to implement the fanchayah Kaj system.' 

(a) Rajasthanand Andhra Pradesh 

S Karnataka and Kerala 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra 
90. India is a member of: 

(a) NAM and ASEAN (b) NAMandSAARC 
(c) NAM and OPEC (d) OPEC and SAARC 
91, In which one of the following African countries 
Ebola Virus epidemic claimed a large number of lives 
recently? 

(a) Somalia (b) Zaire 

(c) Tanzania (d) Kenya 

92. Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

(Political parties (States) 

ruling) 

A. Bharatiya Janata Party 1. West Bengal 

B. Janata Dal 2 Orissa 

C. Communist Party 3. Karnataka 

of India (Marxist) 

D. Indian National 


Codes: 

<«) 


Congress 


Rajasthan 


(a) Orissa (&)» Gujarat 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Andhra Pradesh 

97. Muhajirs of Pakistan are: 

(a) Muslim migrants from India 

(b) numerically dominant iriSind 

(c) frontier tribesmen from NWFP 

(d) the same as the Ahmadics 

98. Ninety per cent of die Malaria oases occur in: 

(a) South Asia (f>) West Asia 

(c) South America (d) Africa 

99. Which of the following statements) about 
Mayawati is/are correct? 

1. She is the first woman Chief Minister of U.P. 

2. She is the Chief Minister of a Coalition 
Government in U.P. 

Select the answer from die codes given below: 

Codes: 

{a) 1 alone (b) 2 alone 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

100. "In a bloodless coup. Crown Prince Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the Defence Minister 
and the Commander of the Armed Forces, seized 
power deposing his father." This happened in June, 
1995 in: 

(a) Bahrain 

( b ) Kuwait 

(c) United Arab Emirates 

(d) Qatar 


ANSWERS 


93. The Kuki National Army (KNA) is an insurgent 
group in: 

(a) Assam ( b ) Manipur 

(c) Tripura (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

94. The Halifax summit was that of: 

(a) G-7 countries 

(b) leaders of the NAM 

(c) countries in favour of a common currency for 
Europe 

(d) Palestinian and Israeli leaders 

95. Which one of the following pairs is correctly 
matched? 

(a) Birendra Bir 
Bikram Shah 

Dev : The head of Nepal's first demo¬ 

cratically elected government 

(b) G.P. Koirala : The King of Nepal 

(c) Madhav 

Kumar Nepal: A prominent environmentalist 
of Nepal 

(d) Manmohan 

Adhikari : Leader of the Communist party of 
Nepal—United Marxist Leninist 

96. The Dabhol power plant is in: 


1. 

(c) 

2. 

(b) 

3. 

(a) 

4. 

(c) 

5. 

(a) 

6. 

(«) 

7. 

(d) 

8. 

(i b) 

9. 

(c) 

10. 

(«) 

11. 

(c) 

12. 

(a) 

13. 

(b) 

14. 

(c) 

15. 

(b) 

16. 

(C) 

17. 

(a) 

18. 

(c) 

19. 

(d) 

20. 

(«) 

21. 

(b) 

22. 

(c) 

23. 

(c) 

24. 

(d) 

25. 

to 

26. 

(d) . 

27. 

(a) 

28. 

(b) 

29. 

(b) 

30. 

(c) 

31. 

(«) 

32. 

(b) 

33. 

(b) 

34. 

(b) 

35. 

(b) 

36. 

(d) 

37. 

(b) 

38. 

(d) 

39. 

(c) 

40. 

(«) 

41. 

(d) 

42. 

(c) 

43. 

(b) 

44. 

(c) 

45. 

(c) 

46. 

(«) 

47. 

(a) 

48. 

(b ) 

49. 

(c) 

50. 

(b) 

51. 

(d) 

52. 

(b) 

53. 

(b) 

54. 

( c) 

55. 

(c) 

56. 

(b) 

57. 

(b) 

58. 

(b) 

59. 

(«) 

60. 

(b) 

61. 

(d) 

62. 

(«) 

63. 

(«) 

64. 

(b) 

65. 

(«) 

66. 

(«) 

67. 

(b) 

68. 

<d) 

69. 

(d) 

70. 

(c) 

71. 

(d) 

72. 

(d) 

73. 

(a) 

74. 

(d) 

75. 

(b) 

76. 

(b) 

77. 

<b) 

78. 

(«) 

79. 

(d) 

80. 

(d) 

81. 

(c) 

82. 

(b) 

83, 

(a) 

84. 

(d) 

85. 

(cjt. 

86. 

(d) 

87. 

(fl) 

88. 

(?) 

89. 

(a) 

90. 

(b),. 

91. 

(b) 

92, 

(«) 

93. 

(b) 

94. 

(a),. 

95, 

(d) 

96. 

(c) 

97. 

(a) 

. 98. 

<d) 

99, 

(b) 

100. 

(d). 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 

Find out the missing numbers: I (<) None of these 

1 21; 23;...; 35; 51 14. How many 7s are there that are followed by 3 but 


(a) 25 (b) 30 (c) 27 (d) 31 

(e) None of these 

2. 116; 115; 114; 112; 104;68 

(a) 95 (b) 100 (c) 89 (d) 87 

(e) None of these 

3. 2; 3; 4; 9; 8;... 

(a) 27 (b) 17 (c) 15 (d) 25 

(e) None of these 

4. 3; 7; 10; 8; 15; 23;...; 9; 19 

(a) 8 ' (b) 21 (c) 11 (d) 10 

(e) None of these 

5. 2; 5; 11;...; 47 

(a) 32 (b) 23 (c) 38 (d) 27 

(e) None of these 

6. 9; 5; 14; 19; 33;.... 

(a) 50 (b) 48 (c) 62 (d) 54 

(e) None of these 

7. 49; 16; 42; 24;32; 28 

(a) 47 (b) 35 (c) 28 (d) 3 

(e) None of these 

8. 94; 49; 63; 36; .w 32 

(a) *42 * (b) 38 (c) 23 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

In questions 9 to 12 four out of the five pain of 
numbers have the same relationship. Find out the one 
that is different. 


9. (a) 6:26 

(b) 11:46 

(c) 9:40 

(d) 16:66 

(e) 12:50 


10. (a) 9:80 

<b) 1:0 

(c) 6:35 

(d) 12:143 

(e) 10:91 


11. (a) 1:4 

(b) 10:24 

(c) 8:18 

(d) 22:46 

(e) 50:102 


12. (a) 5:9 

(b) 7:11 

(c) 13:17 

(d) 29:31 

<e) 17:19 



Questions 13 to 18 are based on the series of num¬ 
bers given below: 

158473885731873547815733738437181817381 
13. Whilst dumber has the maximum frequency? 

(a) 8 (b) 7 (c) 3 '(d) I 


are not preceded by 5? 

(a) 2 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

(e) None of these 

15. Which two numbers have the same frequency? 

(a) 4&5 (b) 7&8 (c) 1&7 

(d) 7& 3 (e) None of these 

16. How many numbers have die same number on 
their right and left? 

(«) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

(e) None of these 

17. Which number occurs the least number of times? 

(«) 5 (b) 4 (c) 1 (d) 7 

(e) None of these 

18. The ratio between the frequency of 4 and 8 is: 

(a) 1:3 (b) 2:3 (c)2:5 (d) 1:4 

(c) None of these 

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the word 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

19. Which two letters in the word occur together in 
the alphabetical order as well? 

20. How many letters form the word? 

(a) 9 (b) 10 (c) 11 (d) 12 

(e) 14 

21. Which of the following has a different relation¬ 
ship with die lead word? 

(a) CREST (b) STRAIN 

(c) INSURE (d) SECURE 

(e) CERTAIN 

Find die odd-man out: 

22. (a) LHJ (b) SOQ (c) ZVX 

(4) FED (e) RMP 

23. (a) JHGK (b) MKJN (c) WUTY 

(d) ZXWA (e) FDCG 

24. (a) HS (b) JR (c) EV 

(d) DW (e) LO 

25. (a) JKW (b) NOQU (c) BCEH 

. (d), UVXA M RSUX 
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_ NON-VERBAL SERIES __ 

Qs. 26 to 55. Given below are two sets of figures, the 'Problem Figures' and the 'Answer Figures' marked A, B, 
C, D and E. You have to find out which would be the next figure in the series of Problem Figures. 
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Find the odd-man out: 
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>- > 

O 

A eXc 

til xL 


7. ( b) 

8. (c) 
. 9- (c) 
10. (c) 


22. (e) 


11. (b) The relationship is x: (x + 1) x 2 

12. (a) In all the others, the second number is next prime 

number. 

13. (a) 14. (c) 15. (d) 16. (e) 

17. ( b) 18. (a) 19. ST 20. (b) 

21. (d) It has an extra E which can't be borrowed from the 

word. 

22. (e) 23. (c) 24. (b) 25. (b) 

26 to 55: For answering questions 26 to 55, keep the follow¬ 
ing points in view: 

(i) Each figure in the question ought to be studied 
individually as well as in relationship with other 
figures. 

(ii) If the figure has a movement, study the movement 
very carefully. The figure may rotate, bend, swing 
or turn upside down during movement, regularly 
or at intervals. It may change its size too. 

(hi) The pace at which a figure moves is veiy impor¬ 
tant. The figure may shift its position clockwise, 
anti-clockwise, right/left, up/down, from one cor¬ 
ner to the other or along certain points. The figure 
may maintain a uni from speed or may cover extra ! 
steps during movement. 

(izi) Figures sometimes interchange places. Some of the 
figures may interchange places with some specific 
figures while the other figures in the same question 
may remain at their own place or may interchange 
places with the remaining figures. 

( v ) Some figures may disappea r d uring the movement 


ves is very impor- 
aosition clockwise. 




replaced by 

new figures. 



26. 

B 

27. 

E 

28. A 

29. 

E 

30. 

B 

31. 

D 

32. C 

33. 

A 

34. 

E 

35. 

B 

•36. D 

37. 

A 

38. 

E 

39. 

B 

40. B 

41. 

C 

42. 

A 

43. 

D 

44. A 

45. 

E 

46. 

C 

47. 

E 

48. B 

49. 

A 

50. 

E 

51. 

D 

52. C 

53. 

A 

54. 

A 

55. 

B 

56. B 

57. 

D 

58. 

A 

59. 

B 

60. D 

61. 

B 

62. 

B 

63. 

E 

64. A 

65. 

E 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

Go on adding 2,4,8,16... to numbers respectively. 
Deduct l 2 ; V ; 2 2 ; 2 3 ; 3 2 ; 3 3 ... from numbers respec¬ 
tively. 

There are two series: 2; 2 2 ; 2 3 and 3; 3 2 ; 3 3 

Make sets of three, add first two numbers to get the 

third one. 

Each number is double +1 of the preceding number. 
Each number is the total of its two preceding num¬ 
bers, hence the missing number would be 52. 

There are two series, 49,42,35...and 16,24,32... 
Make sets of two and reverse the digits. 

The arrangement is x: 4x + 2 
The relationship is x : x 2 - 1. 


66. D. All the other figures have one curve and two straight 

lines. 

67. C. Square and triangle are placed on wrong poles. 

68. A. The two figures should be facing the same side. 

69. E. In all the other figures, two face opposite sides while 

two are in the same direction. 

70. D. In all the others, one of the figures has one side extra, 

in this one the difference is that of two sides. 

71. B. The posture of arms and opposite legs ought to be the 

same. 

72. D. In ail the others both the arms are in the same posi¬ 

tion. 

73. D. In no other set of figures other than this one, any two 

figures are of the same size. 

74. C. In all the others, the inner figure has one side less. 

75. C. No two small identical figures face the same direction 

in any other question. 


MARCH *96 COMPETITION MASTER 731 




TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 



1. (a) panther 

(b) wolf 

(c) 

unicom 

(d) rhino 

(e) tiger 



2. (a) yellow 

(b) brown 

(C) 

pink 

(d) orange 

( e) green 



3, (a) complicated ( b) tricky 

(c) 

complex 

(<#) confusing 

(e) contrast 



4. (a) book 

(b) pages 

(c) 

index 

(d) chapters 

(e) title 



5. (a) huge 

(b) tiny 

(C) 

heavy 

(d) small 

(e) big 



6. (a) spnng 

(b) heat 

(C) 

winter 

(d) autumn 

(e) summer 



7. (a) curlew 

(b) swan 

(C) 

duck 

(d) cuckoo 

(e) crane 



8. (a) Ghalib 

(b) Shakeel 



(c) Josh Malihabadi (d) Amzad Ali Khan 


(e) Sahir Ludhiyanvi 

Items in questions 9 to 16 have a definite relationship. 
Your task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of 
items with identical relationship. 

9. pocket:coat 

(a) magazine: story (b) house: city 

(c) belt: trousers (d) cave: mountain 

10. entertainment: enjoyment 

(a) food : hunger (b) elections: convassing 

(c) reading: knowledge (d) music: songs 

11. Tansen: Bhimsen Joshi 

(a) P.T. Usha : Milkha Singh 

(b) Tagore:Lata (c) Gavaskar:Cricket 

(d) Rajneesh : Subhash Chandra Bose 

12. barren: fertile 
(a) sink: drown 

(c) sale: purchase 

13. emotion: heart 
(a) tears:eyes 
(c) water: thirst 

14. palace: king 
(a) hotel: stay 
(c) hut: beggary 

15. pistol:gun 
(a) knife:cut 
(c) soap: soda 

16. dusk .night 
(a) childhood: adolescence (b) light: dark 

(c) blurred : vision (d) morning: evening 

Match questions 17 to 21 with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) on 
the basis of identical relationship among the three given items. 
The sequence may not be the same. 

17. shawl: coat: sweater (a) travel: bus: train 

18. wood : table: bat (b) injection: syrup: tablet 

19. book : read : newspaper (c) gold : ornament: jewels 

20. tree: smoke: environment (d) curds: cheese: milk 


21. sugar: butter: cake 

(e) health: antiseptics: infection 

Questions 22 to 26 are based on the Van diagram given 
below: 



The circle represents poor boys, the square educated boys, 
the triangle represents the boys who are employed some¬ 
where and the rectangle represents those who help in family 
business. Each section of the diagram is numbered. Now 
answer the questions given below on the basis of the studv of 
this diagram. 

22. Which number represents those poor boys who help 
in family business but are not educated or employed else¬ 
where? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 (r) 7 

23. Which number represents the group of educated 
poor boys who are employed somewhere but do not help in 
family business? 

(a) 10 ( b) 3 (c) 11 (d) 2 (<•) 9 

24. Which section does number 3 represent 7 

(a) Uneducated poor boys who do not help in family 
business. 

(b) Educated poor boys employed in service. 

(c) Uneducated boys who help in family business. 

(d) Educated poor boys who help in family business. 

(e) None of these 

25. Which number represents that section of poor boys 
who are neither educated nor are in any employment or have 
any family business? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 1 (d) 11 (e) 12 

26. Boys who are neither educated nor poor but have 
employment as well as a family business are represented by 
the number: 

(n) 8 (b) 7 (c ) 4 (d) 6 (r) 5 

Each question given below has a six-letter word. The 
letters of the word are given in their code forms as well. Find 
out the right code for letters given in box. 

27. F R 1 [5] A Y 


(a) g . 

(b) w 

(c) t (d) m 

('•) p 

<f) c 

28. S [Pi R 

OUT 



(a) h 

(b) j 

(c) g (d) v 

« b 

(/) k 

29. D 

E N 

T DO L 



(a) w 

(b) b 

(c) p (d) z 

(<’) q 

if) x 

30. C 

A R 

P E [Tj 



(a) w 

(b) g 

(c) b (d) z 

(P) V 

if) f 

31 -E 

1 S 

TEN 



(«) z 

(b) m 

(c) x (d) b 

W k 

if) q 


( b ) planning: management 
(d) make-up: beauty 

(b) walk: feet 
(d) ornaments: gold 

(b) shell: snail 

(d) classroom: student 

(b) Mars: Venus 
(d) river:boat 
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32. S | U| N D A Y 

(a) h (b) k (c) t (d) w (?) x (f) p 

33. If PARTNER is coded as QZSSODS, the code for 
FRIEND woule be: 

(a) EQHDOC (b) GQJDMC (c) GQJDOC 

(d) GQJDOE (?) None of these 

Six friends. A, B, C, D, E and F have 92 kites in all. 

A has 3 less than D but 1 more than C. 

F has 3 more than B but 3 less than C. 

E has 16 kites. 

34. Who has the maximum number of kites and how 
many? 

(d) D;20 (b) F; 16 (c) F;21 

(d) D;23 (?) None of these 

35. Which two boys have the same number of kites? 

(a) B&E (b) D&B (c)C&D 

(d) C&E (?) None of these 

36. What is the difference in the number of kites pos¬ 
sessed by A and B 7 

(«) •* (b) 7 (c) 5 

(d) 6 (?) None of these 

Five friends Kanta, Laxmi, Sunanda, Neena and 
Meenakshi went to five different places, Varanasi, Bombay, 
Patna, Hastinapur and Calcutta but not in the same order. 
Kanta and Meenakshi did not go to Hastinapur. 

Laxmi and Sunanda did not go to Patna or Bombay. 
Neena did not go to Hastinapur or Calcutta. 

Kanta and Neena did not go to Bombay. 

Neena did not go to Patna and Sunanda did not go to 
Hastinapur. 

37. Who went to Varanasi? 

(a) Kanta ( b) Laxmi fc) Sunanda 

(d) Neena (<*) Meenakshi 

38. Who went to Patna? 

(a) Kanta (b) Laxmi (c) Sunanda 

(d) Neena (?) Meenakshi 

39. Where did Meenakshi go? 

(a) Varanasi (b) Bombay (c) Patna 

(d) Calcutta (?) Hastinapur 

40. Which of the following statement is correct? 

(a) Sunanda went to Hastinapur 

(b) Laxmi went to Calcutta 

(c) Kanta did not go to Patna 

(d) Meenakshi did not go to Varanasi 
(?) All are correct 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given two statements followed by 
conclusions numbered l, II, III and IV. You have to take the two given 
statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements disregarding commonly blown facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. All boats are trains. 

2. Some trains are aeroplanes. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some boats are aeroplanes. 


II. All trains are boats. 

III. Some aeroplanes are not trains. 

IV. No boat is aeroplane. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only III and IV follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) Either I or IV follows. 

(e) Either II or III follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All cups are plates. 

2. All plates are breakable. 

Conclusions: 

1. All cups are breakable. 

II. Some cups are not breakable. 

III. All breakable things are plates. 

IV. Some plates are not cups. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only II and IV follow, (d) Only III follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some cars are tyres. 

2. All tyres are pumps. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some tyres are not cars. 

II. Some pumps are cars. 

III. Every pump is either car or tyre. 

IV. All pumps are tyres. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Every businessman is either doctor or nurse. 

2. Every nurse is either teacher or lawyer. 
Conclusions: 

1. Some businessmen are teachers. 

II. Some businessmen are lawyers. 

III. No nurse is a doctor. 

IV. Every teacher is a businessman. 

{a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only Ill follows. 

(?) Only IV follows. (d) Only II follows. 

(?) Only I, II and III follow. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some cottages are slums. 

2. Some slums are hotels. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some slums are not cottages. 

II. No cottage is a hotel. 

III. Some hotels are cottages. 

IV. Every slum is either cottage or hotel. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only III follows. 

(c) Either II or III follows, (d) Either I or III follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All shirts are hats. 

2. All coats are hats. 

Conclusions: 

I. Every hat is either shirt or coat. 

II. Some shirts are coats. 

III. Some hats are shirts as well as coats. 

IV. No hat is shirt. 

(a) Only I follows.. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(a) All the three follow. 

(?) None follows. 
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Statements: ■* 

, 47. 1. Some bats are bricks. 

2. All bricks are red. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some bats are red. 

II. All red articles are bricks, 
in. Some bats are not red. 

IV. Only those bats are bricks which are not red. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only IV and III follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. 

(d) Either II or III follows. 

(e) Only 11 follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Only those women are social workers who are not 

married. 

2. All married women are rich. 

Conclusions: 

I. Social workers are not necessarily rich. 

II. No married woman is poor. 

III. No married woman is social worker. 

IV. Some women are social workers. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(b) Only III and IV foUow. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

(d) All the four follow. 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, U and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken to be granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decide which of the assumption is implicit 
in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Photography is prohibited in sensitive areas. 
Assumptions: 

I. If people try to survey such areas, they have to 
leave their cameras with the security people. 

II. If a person is found there with a camera, he is 
interrogated and prosecuted. 

III. The people living in the sensitive area are not 
allowed to have a camera. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only I and II follow. 

(d) Either II or III follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

50. According to a recent research, laughter revs up im¬ 
mune strength and is therapeutic. 

Assumptions: 

I. Doctors would soon be prescribing comic films 
to their patients. 

II. Those who have a serious disposition are con¬ 
stantly sick. 

III. Light-hearted persons have no ailments. 

(a) Only ! is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Both II and Ill are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 


51. Industrialists start receiving requests for funds from 
political parties as soon as the dates for elections are an¬ 
nounced. 

Assumptions: 

I. Political parties have no money of their own. 

II. The industrialists donate money to parties so as 
to gain favour from them later. 

III. Industrialists give money to these parties 
openly. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

( b ) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

( d ) Only 11 is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. The visit of a postman is always a pleasure for all. 
Assumptions: 

I. Postmen are rather jovial persons. 

II. The visit of the local postman means news of our 
dear ones who are far from us. 

III. Postmen always bring good news. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(f>) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Romantic films are mostly box office hits. 
Assumptions: 

I. Such films provide a relief to the cine-goer who 
is sick of sex and violence. 

II. All of us have a romantic heart irrespective of 
age and surroundings. 

III. Romantic films have a variety of stories. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(d) Only III is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

54. All VIPs now-a-days have a strong security barrier 
around'them while leaders like Nehru and Patel never needed 
any protection from security. 

Assumptions: 

I. Leaders of those days were much more bra ve as 
compared to the modem political leaders. 

II. There was no provision of security fund for VIPs 
in those days. 

III. Assault on political leaders was not such a com¬ 
mon feature in those days as it is now. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) Either II or III is implicit, 
(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

55. Race-course does not fall in the category of gambling, 
hence the goers are not prosecuted. 

Assumptions: 

I. As the performance depends upon the skill of 
horses and jockeys, it has been categorized with 
the games of skill. 

II. Money does not change hands on'race-course 
grounds. 
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III. Gambling is discouraged by law. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only I and III are implicit. 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. 

(<■) Either I or II are implicit. 

Statement: 

56. Sri Lankan government forces took many days in 
conquering Jaffna and flushing out Tamil rebels. 

Assumptions: 

I. The Tamil forces were very strong and well- 
equipped hence did not give in easily. 

II. The government forces believed in well-planned 
slow and steady advancement. 

III. The Tamil rebels will not try to form their army 
and take vengeance. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only III is implicit. 

(c) Either I or III are implicit. 

(cf) None is implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
courses of action numbered 1,11 and 111. A course of action is a step 
or administratin' decision to be taken for improvement,follow-up or 
further promotion of an action in regard to the problem, policy etc. 
on the basis of the information given in the statement. You have to 
assume cverytlitng m the statement to be true, then decide which of 
the thiee suggested courses of action logically follow for pursuing. 
Statement. 

57. The wall of a newly constructed godown collapsed 
killing three persons 

Courses of action- 

I. The contractcn of the building should be held 
responsible tor the accident and punished. 

II. An appropriate amount of money should be 
sanctioned for the survivors of the deceased. 

III. The whole construction of the godown should 
be brought down to avoid further accidents. 

(a) Only I follows. (f>) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only II follows. (d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement- 

58. A complaint against manufacturers of soft-drinks has 
been launched in the Weights and Measurements department 
that their instructions are not properly observed by the manu¬ 
facturers of soft-drinks. 

Courses of action: 

I. All the soft-drink factories should be closed. 

II. Distribution and delivery of soft drinks should 
be suspended till an agreement is reached. 

III. New licenses-for manufacturing soft drinks 
should not be issued. 

(a) Only I follows. ( b ) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows, (d) Either II or in follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

59. One of the metropolitans is facing alarming power 
supply situation. 

Courses cf action: 

1. The authorities should make an appeal to the 
citizens to conserve energy. 

0. There should be a restriction on power supply. 


III. Decorative lights should be totally banned. 
a) Only I follows. (b) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows, (a) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

60. Many countries are working to fight diseases like 
Cancer and AIDS in their own way. 

Courses cf action: 

I. The government of these countries should or¬ 
ganize medical conferences where doctors can 
exchange their notes. 

II. There should be an international medical centre 
where all achievements of the world could be 
recorded. 

III. The governments of these countries should 
sanction special grant to promote this work. 

(d) Only I and II follow. (b) Either 1 or II follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) All the three follow. 

(c) None follows. 

Statement: 

61. The employees of a department filed a petition alleg¬ 
ing irregularities in promoting certain persons to senior posts. 
Courses of action: 

I. The incharge should order a probe into the mat 

ter. t 

II. The officer incharge should cancel the orders of 
promotion. 

III. The employees who dared to file such a petition 
should be dismissed from services. 

(a) Only 1 follows. ( b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) Only I and III follow 

(e) All follow. 

Statement: 

62. Most of the inhabitants of a village suffer from dehy¬ 
dration from time to time. 

Courses (faction: 

I. The drinking Water of that area should be prop¬ 
erly cleaned. 

II. The villagers should be regularly instructed to 
keep their surroundings clean. 

III. Teams of social workers and medical deptt 
should try to teach the villagers hygienic habits. 

(a) Only I follows. ( b) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. (d) Only II and III follow. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement. 

63. During college elections, candidates cover ail the 
walls of the institution with their names as a part of convass- 
ing. 

Courses of action: 

I. The head of the institution should call a meeting 
of the candidates and convince them that suen 
an act makes the institution look dirty and drab. 

II The names of all such candidates should be 
dropped who disfigure walls. 

III. A special fund should be kept aside to clean the 
walls of the institution after elections. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 1 and III follow. (d) Only II and 111 follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

64. Children these days are more engrossed by TV 
programmes for adults rather than in playing outdoor 
games. 


T 
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Courses of action: * 

I. Parents should not switch on their TV sets when 
it is play time for children. 

II. Parents should themselves go out with their 
children to some park. 

III. Children who insist on watching such pro¬ 
grammes should be severely punished. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Either 1 or II follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) Either II or III follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Below is given a passage followed by seivral possible inferences 
which can be drawn from the facts stated m the passage. You haiv to 
examine each inference separately in context of the passage and 
decide upon degree of truth or falsity in it. Mark your answers: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if data is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(?) if definitely false. 

Although the Constitution had been in effect for the past 
four and a naif decades, no effort has been made to under¬ 
stand it in the perceptive it was framed by the framers of the 
Constitution. Practically each and every Article stands misun¬ 
derstood, misinterpreted and diluted. It is high time that we 
knew the law of our land. The immediate provocation for this 
write up is the recent Supreme Court verdict upholding the 
constitutional validity of civilian awards. If the conferment of 
awards were a source of corruption to those who bestow them 
as well as to those who accept them for which reason titles 
were abolished by the framers of the Constitution, it was 
better that the government stopped the award of Bharat Ratna 
and Padma species. 

65. Most of the citizens are unaware of the spirit behind 
the law. 

(a) □ (b) Q (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

66. Bharat Ratna is the highest reward in our country. 

(a) □ ( b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. Only those laws are diluted that are misunderstood. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) O (d) □ (?) □ 

68. Our Constitution does not believe in confering titles 
on citizens. 

(a) □ (f>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) O 

69. The Supreme Court is not much in favour of awards. 

(fl) □ (b) O (c) □ (d) □ (?) O 

70. Corruption has entered the decisions regarding 
awards. 

(d) O ( b ) □ (c) □ (d) O (e) □ 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) This animal exists in mythology only. 

2. («) It is the only original colour among the mixed ones. 

3. (?) All the others refer to rather same type of situations. 

4. (a) Book is the article that contains all the others. 

5. (c) All the others refer to size while this one is related to 

weight. 

6. ( b) All the others are seasons. 

7. (d) All the others are water-birds. 

8. (d) He is the only musician (sitarist) among poets. 

9. (d) They are the same type of gaps. 

10. (c) One naturally leads to another. 
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11. fe) Both belong to the same category, musicians/racers. 

12. (c) The words are antonyms. 

13. (a) Just as emotions rise in heart, tears rise in eyes. 

14. (b) One is an abode of the other. 

15. lb) Both belong to the same category. 

16. (a) One follows the other. 

17. (b) The three items provide protection/treatment from a 

common thing (winter/disease). 

18. (d) There are two items that are made from the third one. 

19. (a) Two of the items are mediums for the third activity. 

20. (?) One affects the other adversely and the third provides 

protection. 

21. (c) Two of the items are needed to make the third one. 

22. (d) 23. (a) 24. (d) 25. (c) 26. (b) 

27. to 32. For answering these questions find out common 
letters in uvrds and match I hem with common codes, c.g., R occurs 
in questions 27 and 28 so docs 'g in codes hence it is the code for R. 

27. (r) 28. (d) 29. (a) 30. (c) 

31. (0 32. (a) 

33. (c) The 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th....letters are coded by their next 

letter in the alphabetical order while the remaining 
have their preceding letter as code. 

34. (a) 35. (d) 36. ( b ) 37. (d) 

38. (fl) 39. (b) 40. (d) 

The best way to answer the next set of questions is by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable conditions and then reaching a fool- proof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespective of its 
size, draw the diagram according to the relationship among the 
items. A few examples are given below 




46. (?) 





49. (c) 50. (?) ■ 51. (d) 52. (b) . 53. (fl) 

54. (c) 55. (c) 56. (fl) 57. (b) 58. ( b) 

59. (?) 60. (d) 61. (a) 62. (?) 63. (a) 

64. lb) 65. lb) 66. (c) 67. (d) 68. (a) 

69. {b) 70. la) 





SCANDALS 

Jain Hawala Case Explodes 

T HE country's largest case of political 
corruption was triggered in 1990 The 
arrest of two Kashmiri militants revealed 
that money was paid to them through a 
hawala network The trail led to 5 K Jam 
and his brothers ACBI raid on their farm* 
house in Delhi in 1991 unearthed a set of 
diaries which recorded the Jains' hawala 
transactions They mention 115 people, in¬ 
cluding 40 politicians and 18 bureaucrats 
as recipients of huge amounts, a total of 
Rs 65 crore 

Acting on a public interest litigation 
m the Supreme Court, charging the CBI of 
deliberately delaying the investigations, 
the Court directed the CBI to move faster 
and started putting pressure In March 
1994,18 bureaucrats were chargesheeted 
Further prodding from the Court resulted 
in the CBI taking action against politicians 
On January 16,1996 it chargsheeted Arif 
Mohammad Khan, Arjun Smgh, Balram 
Jakhar, Devi Lai Kalpnath Rai, I K 
Advaru, Madhav Rao Scindia VC Shukla 
and Yashwant Smha, who have been ac¬ 
cused of having received a sum ranging 
from Rs 10 5 lakhs to Rs 749 6 lakhs 
Doubts were expressed that the 
chargesheets are politically motivated 
PM accused BJP leader Atal Behan 
Vajpayee launched a campaign for action 
against the Prime Minister while alleging 
that he too had taken a sum of Rs 3 55 
crore The St Kitts case was also raised by 
die Opposition demanding the prosecu¬ 
tion of Mr Rao for his alleged involve¬ 
ment m the forgery case It wanted the 
CBI to reopen the case 

The Fallout Beginning with the res¬ 
ignation of BJP President L K Advani from 
the Lok Sabha, the three Cabmet Minis¬ 
ters and other leaders tendered their res¬ 
ignations while pleading their innocence 
So far die CBI has chargesheeted only 28 
of the 115 people identified m the diaries 
Investigations against the others are still 
under way 


Recent Economic News 


Smsex on Roller Coaster 

Liberalisation gave an impetus to dtiK stock market in India and the Bombay 
! Stock Exchange created a sort of history when ft* Sensitive index (BSE Senses) 
zoomed by 575 points to 3017 in just three sessions on bu$j6t-dhy ht 1802, fi 
attained a record height of 4643 points on September 16,1084, having a roller¬ 
coaster ride, expenencing depressed sentiments a* well as rallying sessions In 
between the said period Dancing with the bears Sensex cable down to 5850 hi 
January 1985 and further slipped down to around 3110 In December 1885 and die 
year was marked by a decline of 540 points On January 24,10W Sensex crashed 
and hit its lowest mark in 26 months, touching 2828, a fall of about 1600 points from 
the peak The fall has been termed as ‘mother of ail bear phases’. 

Theoretical association of Sensex with satisfactory corporate performance not¬ 
withstanding, swings m the Sensex have more often been found to be dandhjg with ; 
the whims and wishes of bulls and bears. 

Of course, recently the change in the trend has given a afgh of relief to many, but 1 
It appears to be temporary phase since the fedora which were prevalent led year are 
still there 

In fad, a multiplicity of die factors, ranging from mob psychology to Veer end 
selling of Foreign Institutional investors’, cast their shadow cm the market Neverthe¬ 
less, liquidity enses in the economy has been a major tadof behind the fall Sintra 
money market attrads funds with hike in the interest rate, the announcement on hike 
m interest rate by the RBI also carried a discouraging impad on Hie investors In this 
regard, role d Institutional investors can not be Ignored as they become Tiet seder' 
in the market when their sates exceed purchases As regards the Mutual Fund Units, 
their quoting below the net asset value and tower profitability virtually gave a set¬ 
back to mutual fund culture And'what added to the fuel was the RBI's tight money 
supply policy 

The depressed sentiments in the maiket were further aggravated by such con¬ 
troversies as generated by M S Shoes, Reliance, besides the political turmoil, marked 
by split in Congress, eledoral toss of Congress, Enron controversy and, of course, 
revelations of hawala rackets. 

While the revival of forward trading is yd to Influence die market, tilers is move 
for the enactment of Depository Bill, to boost the share market 

Nonetheless, the bullish attitude of foreign institutional investors wifi, to some 
extent, counter the beansh trend in market but the real refly to likely only after polls 
and investors have got to exhibit patience. Point to be noted to that whichever party 
gets the rem of government, it will be difficult tor it to ignore tin capital maiket 


MAHARASHTRA 
Enron Project Cleared 

T HE Maharashtra government cleared 
tie revised Enron project on January 
8,19% thus ending a long drawn out con 
troversy The cost of the 2450 MW project 
has Leen reduced from Rs 9,060 crore to 
Rs 6,424 crore The tariff has been reduced 
from Rs 240 to Rs 186 per unit, which 


will result in savings of Rs 25,000 crore, ac¬ 
cording to calculations of the government 
Chief Minister Manohar Joshi ab¬ 
solved the Shaiad Pawar government of 
receiving kickbacks and ruled out a probe 
The State government however, asked 
Enron chief executive Rebecca Mark to list 
the recipients of the Rs 60 crore that the 
company has paid allegedly to "educate 
Indians" 
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The State government's decision came 
under fire from the Swadeshi Jagran 
Manch which said that principles had been 
sacrificed for political expediency. 

Srikrishna Commission goes 

O N January 23,1996 the Maharashtra 
Government announced its decision 
to dissolve the Srikrishna Commission 
which was set up to probe into the riots which 
engulfed Bombay in December 1992 and 
January W3. The Commission was set up 
under the Chairmanship of Justice B.N. 
Srikrishna, in 1993, for a period of six months 
but repeatedly got extensions. Maharashtra 
Government's decision has been based on 
the perception that the continuation of the 
Commission may lead to some sort of ten¬ 
sion and assertion on its taxing the exche¬ 
quer. However, the National Minorities Com¬ 
mission and various political parties have 
strongly condemned the decision of the 
Maharashtra Government and urged for its 
reversal. 


1984 RIOTS 
H.K.L. Bhagat held 

S ENIOR Congress leader H.K.L. Bhagat 
was arrested on January 24,1996 and 
his bail application rejected by the Addi¬ 
tional Sessions Judge. The 75-year old 
former Union Minister then developed 
sudden chest pain and was taken to hos¬ 
pital for a medical examination. Bhagat 
was charged with murder, rioting and 
looting in November 1984 in the wake of 
the assassination of Mrs Indira Gandhi. 
The basis of the warrant was the testimony 
of Satnami Bai, who charged that Bhagat 
had led a violent mob in East Delhi which 
lynched her husband to death 11 years ago. 
Bhagat denied the allegations. 


LAW 

Arbitration Ordinance Issued 


T HE President issued an ordinance, 
which became operative on January 25, 


1996, that amends the law relating to do¬ 
mestic and international arbitration and 
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards. 
The government had brought in a bill to 
amend the arbitration law in June, 1995, 
which was referred to a Parliamentary 
Committee. It was slated for discussion in 
the winter session of Parliament, but could 
not be taken up because of the impasse in 
Parliament. 

The ordinance brings a dispensation 
where arbitration in India will be based 
on UNCTRAL (United Nations Centre for 
International Trade Law) model. This 
unifies various business laws of the world. 
The major advantage of the new law is 
that it will speed up arbitration procedure 
by minimising intervention of the court. 

CHAKMA REFUGEES 
Supreme Court’s direction 

F OLLOWING a Public Interest Petition 
filed by the National Human Rights 
Commission, the Supreme Court on Janu¬ 
ary 10, 1996 directed the Arunachal 
Pradesh Government to ensure that 'the 
life and personal liberty of Chakmas in 
the State is protected' and also to repel 
any attempt by any 'organised group' to 


forcibly evict them out of the State. 

The Chakmas, who were displaced 
about three decades ago by the Kaptai 
Hydel Power Project, in Bangladesh, got 
settled in Assam and Tripura. Subse¬ 
quently to share the 'pressure of refugees', 
some settled in Arunachal Pradesh. Over 
the years, Chakmas and Hajong tribals 
adapted themselves in the Indian environ¬ 
ment and those who entered India prior 
to March 25,1971 got a relief with the sign¬ 
ing of Indira-Mujib Pact of 1972 which 
ensured them settlement in India. But im¬ 
plications of the anti-refugees agitation, 
which was launched in 1979 by the All 
Assam Students Union, also had their se¬ 
vere repercussions and the Chakmas and 
Hajong were issued ‘Quit notices'. 

The recent verdict of the Supreme 
Court may be seen as a new ray of hope 
for the Chakmas whose population in 
Arunachal is now estimated to be over 
60,000. On January 28,1996, the All India 
Chakma National Movement announced 
its decision to intensify their stir to press 
for the acceptance of its demands, which 
includes an end to human rights abuses 
on Chakmas. The other demands include 
upholding of fundamental rights of the 
Chakmas in India and providing justice 
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Rupee crashes to alt-time low 

The Indian rupee continued its downslide against the dollar. It crashed 
to Rs 38.30 on February 5, 1996 despite intervention by the RBI. There was near 
panic at the forex markets. The RBI attributed weakening of the rupee to the appre¬ 
ciation of the dollar against currencies across the world. The rupee’s downfall was 
also due to heavy demand of US currency and Hick of buying amid panic buying. 
The slide of the rupee has been faster than expectations. 

The fall of die rupee Is expected to reduce the inflow of foreign funds arid will 
affect Indian trade. Imports will become costlier, giving fears of a rise in inflation. The 
import bill for essentials such as oil and fertilisers, which account for 40. per cenl jOf ’ 
India’s imports, is expected to skyrocket ahd domestic products with high import 
content will also become mpre expensive. Exports will become cheaper and thus 
more competitive in foreign markets. But beyond a poWt. tfifs effect does not work 

Overseas trav&'wiH become mririe expensive for Indians. To check erosion of t 
wealth held in rupees, people, will stytt to gold, jewelfety ahd land. Flight of capital > 
through hawala transactions iSipos^We- V ' ' . . 
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to them for their just demands. 


HORSE RACING 
SC says it is not gambling 

O N January 12, 1996, the Supreme 
Court held that horse racing was a 
game of skill within die meaning of Section 
49 of the Madras City Police Act and Section 
49 of due Gambling Act. It was not gambling 
as such. The landmark verdict is likely to 
give a boost to the multi-million rupee sport. 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
SC warning to EC, Govt 

O N January 11, 1996, the Supreme 
Court directed the Union Govern¬ 
ment and the Election Commission to sort 
out the issue of tuning of the Kashmir 
elections by mutual consultations. The 
Court thus revived the hope for an early 
elections in J&K. It gave two weeks to sort 
out the matter and if it was not resolved, 
the Court would decide who was the au¬ 
thority to decide the timing of the poll. 

Seshan style condemned: On January 
10,1996 the Supreme Court took excep¬ 
tion to Chief Election Commissioner T.N. 
Seshan’s public comments projecting the 
Commission as the ultimate authority to 
decide the timing of general elections— 
an issue being examined by the Court. It 
said that such comments constituted 
"height of responsibility" of a constitu¬ 
tional functionary. The judges were refer¬ 
ring to Seshan's reported comments at 
Madras. Justice J.S. Vferma observed that 
Seshan was utilising his office to boost his 
personal image and this was an unfortu¬ 
nate trend. 

Major Parties Oppose Poll: Hopes of 
an early elections in J&K receded when 
major political parties except the Congress, 
opposed any move to hold elections in 
J&K, saying that the situation in die State 
was not conducive for a free and fair poll. 
■These views emerged after the Home Min¬ 
ister S.B. Chavan held separate meetings 
with representatives of the State units of 
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Draft Economic Survey. (1995-96) Report 

The draft Economic Survey for 199546 has admitted that the fiscal deficit 
will once again go out of control and will cross the 6 per cent level. It also paints 
a grim outlook for the Infrastructure sector. The report Is compiled by foe Finance . 
Ministry foe Planning Commission and foe Central Statistical Organisation (CSO). 

The report projects an industrial growth of TO per cent, a GOP growth rata of 
5.6 per cent, InfoCon growth rata of 8 per cent, export growth rate of 20 per cent and 
a comfortable foreign exchange reserve. ., • > 

(t has recommended a push fo foreign direct investment in foe infrastructure 
sector Including coal, power; ports, petroleum and telecommunications, to achieve 
this, it suggests that the ministries should amend existing laws that are out of tune 
with foe new economic policy. There is a need for regulatory; agendas to monitor ■ 
private sector investments in these sectors and serve as mediator in disputes be¬ 
tween producer and user segments of these industries, The survey says that such , 
bodies should be set up in foe changed context of economic liberalisation. 

It goes on to say that basic parameters show that foe economy is on foe take¬ 
off stage. It identifies three major areas which may create problems: 

■ Fiscal Deficit: The deficit cannot be pegged at foe targeted level of 5.5 per cent.: 
Latest estimates suggest that it may be above 6 per cent. 

■ Liquidity Crunch: Tight liquidity conditions in the market will affect investments, I 
But it says that this could be overcome if private sector investments flow into foe . 
core sector. There is a need for foreign direct investment in these sectors and open 
bidding should be followed, particularly in foe coal and oil sectors. 

■ Infrastructure bottlenecks: Poor performance of intrastructure is another weak 
area. The report warns that foreign, investment in foe power sector will not materialise 
it coal continues to be reserved for foe public sector. Potential investors will rety on 
imported coal or cGesel rather than depend on foe State-owned Coal India Ltd. this. 
will result in increase in imports while reserves of foe country will be underexptoited. . 


the parties on February 2,1996. While the 
Congress representatives felt that people 
were fed up with terrorism and wanted 
the government to hold the Assembly elec¬ 
tions before the Lok Sabha polls, the Na¬ 
tional Conference felt that there was no 
possibility of holding of polls because the 
safety of the common people would be in 
peril. It demanded restoration of au¬ 
tonomy of the State. The State BJP leaders 
abo expressed reservations about holding 
elections in the State. 


TELECOM 
TRAI Constituted 


A three-member Telecom Regulatory 
/^Authority of India (TRAI) was con¬ 
stituted by the Telecommunications min¬ 


istry on January 29,19% and approved 
by the President. With its setting up, the 
major complaint of the Opposition and 
the telecom companies has been met. It 
had been criticised that the government 
had floated tenders for the cellular and 
basic services without first constituting the 
TRAI. The new body will be an autono¬ 
mous body and will ensure that the 
telecom policy is not transgressed. 


DEFENCE 

Pressures on Prithvi Test 


F OLLOWING the test firing of Prithvi, 
the US started putting pressure on In¬ 
dia. It described India's Prithvi missile test 
a "mistake" and held consultations with 
officials. State department official Nicho- 
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las Burns said on February 1,1996 that no 
country in the region should acquire, test 
or deploy ballistic missiles. According to 
the US, the test has created instability in 
the area and neither India nor Pakistan 
should develop this technology. 

Pakistan's President Farooq Leghari 
said that his country might be forced into 
an arms race as a result of the test. The 
Prithvi missile had created a new threat 
perception and he vowed to do all he could 
for Pakistan's security. He said that Paki¬ 
stan had yet to choose how it would 
counter India's move. 

At a multiparty defence consultative 
committee chaired by the Prime Minister 
on February 1, 1996, it was made clear 
that India will go ahead with plans to 
deploy the Prithvi surface-to-surface mis¬ 
sile as a counter measure to Pakistan's 
weapons acquisition programme. The 
counter measures also include keeping the 
nuclear option open as also the option to 
resume testing the currently capped Apii 
intermediate range ballistic missile. 


ANDHRA PRADESH 
NTR’s void 


W ITH the death of N.T. Rama Rao on 
January 16,1995, the National Front 
is faced with a void which will be difficult 
to fill, as till the time NTR held the post of 
the Chairman of the National Front there 
were no serious contenders. Now it is open 
for strifes amongst factions. But the im¬ 
mediate series of events in the Andhra 
Pradesh which were marred by family 
squabble suggest that the loss of NTR 
would have severe repercussion on the 
future of the TDP. 

An attempt was made by N. 
Chandrababu Naidu towards unification 
but the Parvathi group rejected Naidu's 
offer and subsequently on January 21,1996 
Lakshmi Parvathi was unanimously 
elected the new President of Telugu Desam 
Party (NTR faction) and the faction called 
for ousting Naidu. 


INDIA-FRANCE 

Protocol signed 

TNDIA and France signed a financial pro- 
ltocol on January 31, 1996 committing 
French funding for specified projects upto 
a sum of 376 million francs (about Rs 263 
crore). The agreement was signed by the 
French ambassador in India, Philippe Petit 
and V. Govindrajan, joint secretary in the 
Department pf Economic Affairs. A sum 
of Rs 3.3 crore is for feasibility studies for 
power, food processing and electronics 
sector projects and another Rs 59.5 crore 
will be used to fund projects in the min¬ 
ing and irrigation sectors. 

ening of global disarmament and non¬ 
proliferation agenda. 

However; the visiting PM also held 
the threat of "toughening import restric¬ 
tions" against goods produced by child 
labour. He said that Canadian compa¬ 
nies were going to specifically prohibit 
child labour from being used in any 
goods they import. This caused some 
consternation among officials and busi¬ 
nessmen. 

Differences also persisted over India's 
stand over the NPT. Canada asked India 
to sign the controversial treaty, India in¬ 
sisted that the treaty be linked to the goal 
of universal disarmament. 

INDIA-CANADA 

Pacts to boost economic ties 
signed 

TNDIA and Canada signed 47 business 
Ideals worth $2.94 billion during the visi t 
of Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien to India. The two countries also 
expressed their determination to work 
with the international community to 
combat terrorism in all its forms. At the 
conclusion of his six-day visit on Janu¬ 
ary 14, 1996, a joint statement was is¬ 
sued exhorting all States to deny sup¬ 
port to terrorists and support strength- 

INDIA-NEPAL 

Treaty on Mahakali river 

TNDIA and Nepal signed a treaty on Janu- 
JLary 30,1996 for the integrated develop¬ 
ment of the Mahakali river basin. The 
treaty was signed by external affairs min¬ 
ister Pranab Mukherjee and his Nepalese 
counterpart, Prakash Chandra Lohani. 
It recognises Nepal's equal rights for 
water sharing and other benefits accru¬ 
ing from future projects on the river. A 
long standing grievance has thus been 
resolved. 

The treaty provisions include in¬ 
creased benefits to Nepal from the Sharda 

India epicentre of child sex tourism 

With 4 lakh child prostitutes, most of them under 15 years of age, India has 
come into focus as an emerging epicentre of child sex tourism, according to the 
International Ubom Organisation (ILO), The findings of a study conducted by _ 
the Centre of Concern for Child Labour a non-government organisation, termed 
Defending the Future: 1995 report, warned teat attention has now shifted to India 
from Thailand, with 6 lakh prostitutes, and Philippines, with 60,000, also are 
tightening laws in the wake .of international pressure. Goa, Madras and Orissa top 
the list, especially after Sri Lanka become unsafe Because of militancy. Goa, it is 
claimed, is set to rival Bangkok in the business. ■ 

Ron O'Grady, •founder of tee End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism cam- 
paten; confirmed that India is a'iredacement for Other South Asian countries 
Because 3f fewerlawsagainst chffd sex abuse. 

' ai 
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barrage and the Tanakpur Hydel Project. 
Through concessions allowed by India on 
the treaty, India was able to achieve a 
breakthrough on the multi-purpose 
Pancheshwar project, which is to come 
up soon. Estimated to cost Rs 20,000 
crore, the project has an initial power 
generation capacity of 2,000 MW which 
would later be raised to 4,000 MW, 
Second transit route: India also 
agreed on January 27, 1996 to open a 
second transit route at Phulwari on the 
Indo-Bangladesh border for giving easy 
access to export of Nepalese goods and 
announced a package for phasing out 
non-tariff barriers and encouraging more 
direct investment in the Himalayan 
kingdom. 


INDIA-ISRAEL 
Agreements to boost 
economic ties 

TNDIA and Israel signed three agreements 
Aon January 29,1996 on promotion and 
protection of bilateral investment, cus¬ 
toms cooperation and avoidance of 
double taxation to boost economic and 
trade relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. The agreements were signed by 
Finance Minister Manmohan Singh and 
his Israeli counterpart, Avraham B. 
Shochat in Delhi. 

The Israeli government has offered 
a $100 million line of credit to the Exim 
Bank of India for financing exports of 
capital goods from Israel to India. The 
Exim Bank would extend $25 million 
line of credit on reciprocal basis. The two 
governments also agreed to assist de- 
velopment of joint ventures particularly 
in high-tech industries, telecommunica¬ 
tions, aviation, agriculture and agro¬ 
technology, healthcare and medical 
equipment and textiles. In May, 1993 a 
MoU was signed between the two coun¬ 
tries which granted Most Favoured Na¬ 
tion (MFN) status to each other. 


INDIA-BRAZIL 

Declaration to fight terrorism 

B RAZILIAN President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, on his visit to In¬ 
dia on January 27,1996, said that his coun¬ 
try would use India as the gateway to Asia- 
Pacific to penetrate the growing Asian 
markets. He said that die two countries 
share a common development perception 
and a desire to enhance bilateral economic 
relationship. During his visit, both coun¬ 
tries agreed to counter the forces of ag¬ 
gressive nationalism, extremism and ter¬ 
rorism that threatened the security and 
stability of democratic societies. In a joint 
declaration, die countries reiterated the 
need for peaceful settlement of all dis¬ 
putes. 

President Cardoso was the Chief 
Guest at the 1996 Republic Day parade. 

INDIA-SINGAPORE 
Ties to promote stability 

QENIOR minister and former Prime Min- 
Cyister of Singapore, on his three-day visit 
to India, said on January 4,1996 that in¬ 
creased contacts between the two coun¬ 
tries could contribute to strengthening of 
stability and development in the region 
and around the world. He said that though 


India enjoyed the prospect of becoming a 
full dialogue partner of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), it 
could not be accepted as a member be¬ 
cause such a move would be resented 
by China. India now has the status of 
only a sectoral dialogue partner of the 
ASEAN. 

INDiA-BRITAIN 
Technology Pact Signed 

B RITAIN'S secretary for trade and in¬ 
dustry Ian Lang and India's Minister 
for science and technology Bhuvnesh 
Chaturvedi signed a science and 
technoloy pact with India on January 3, 
1996. The agreement extends the scope 
of Indo-British Partnership (IBP) 
launched in 1993 to increase trade and 
investment opportunities between the 
two countries. 

IBP officials said that the agreement 
involves an exchange of information on 
technology and related issues, making 
India an easier destination for British in¬ 
vestment. Mr Lang also announced the 
setting up of a research collaboration fund 
worth over Rs 1 crore ($286,000) which 
will offer financial grants to help closer 
links between research teams in tire United 
Kingdom and India. 


Is Poverty Declining? 

An analysis by tha Planning Commission shows tint tbs percentage of < people 
below the poverty line stood at 18.96 per cent in 1993-94. In terms of numbers, foe 
Figure stands at 168.56 million. The provisional figures are based on the half sample 
carried out by the National Sample Survey for 1993 and may be subject to revision. 
The percentage of poor in rural areas stood at 21.68 par cent and ItjSS in urban 
areas. The number of rural poor stood at 1*1.05 million and urban poor at 27,05 
million. The calculation ii poverty line income level fa fle 226.9 per capita per 
month for rural areas and Rs 264.1 hi urban areas. 

However, Oxfam has for foe first time sines India's independence, found that 
the Incidence of poverty has been increasing in /the country. Studies by Oxfam 
show that tha poverty level fell significantly from 57.33 per cent in 1971 to 35.65 
per cent in 1990 In rural India. It declined from ^89 to 32.43 per cant hi urban India 
during the 20-year period But by toe end of 4991, rural poverty rose to 42.08 per 
cent and the foUmring. year h rose sharply to 48.&per cent* 
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NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 
Talks to conclude CTBT 

T HE 38-member UN Conference on Dis¬ 
armament (CD) began negotiations on 
January 23,1996 to conclude the Compre¬ 
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). The CD 
seeks a complete global ban on nuclear 
testing. The move got patronage from the 
three of the five nuclear powers, United 
States, United Kingdom, France and to an 
extent from Russia. However, China ar¬ 
gued for a provision for peaceful nuclear 
explosions. 

India has thrown its weight behind 
calls for a treaty that would prohibit, pre¬ 
vent and bind States not to carry out any 
nuclear test which releases nuclear energy 
in any form or type. The West has, how¬ 
ever, termed India's view as "unrealistic" 
and accused it of taking up a trouble¬ 
maker's role. Even before negotiations 
started India was singled out for criticism 
by USA, which fired the first shot by stat¬ 
ing that New Delhi was preparing to con¬ 
duct a nuclear test. India denied that it 
had any such plans. 

Meanwhile, USA has said that it will 
continue to conduct high explosive ex¬ 
periments with nuclear materials. The 
new experiments—scheduled for April 
and September 1996—will not reach 
criticality, that is, there will be no nuclear 
explosion as sought to be banned by 
CTBT. Developing countries including 
India feel that such tests will make the 
CTBT redundant, allowing the major 
powers to constantly upgrade their ar¬ 
senals. 

US criticises NAM: The US criticised 
the call by non-aligned countries for fix¬ 
ing a link between the CTBT and a date 
by which the nuclear weapon States would 
eliminate their nuclear arsenals. Director 
of US Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency John Holum said the NAM reso¬ 
lution was "perverse" and that the path 
urged by it was leading to stalemate and 
posturing. 


France stops tests: The last blast by 
France, which was more than six times 
the blast of the atom bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima in 1945, was conducted on 
January 27,1996. It yielded the computer 
data France says it must have to update 
its nuclear arsenal. As the world guessed, 
French President Jacques Chirac an¬ 
nounced an end to France's bitterly dis¬ 
puted nuclear weapons tests in the South 
Pacific on January 30,1996 after six un¬ 
derground explosions in the last five 
months. Chirac said France would take 
initiatives on disarmament and European 
defence. Western nations welcomed the an¬ 
nouncement but New Zealand warned it 
will be years before France is trusted again 
in the region. Environmental groups 
heaved a sigh of relief and said France 
had finally given-in to intense interna¬ 
tional pressure. 

Britain, France and the US are now 
expected to sign a treaty declaring South 
Pacific to be nuclear free. The treaty of 
Rarotongc, 1985, sets up the South Pacific 
Nuclear Free Zone (SPNFZ). 

China to continue tests: China, how¬ 
ever, said that its programme of under¬ 
ground tests would continue unchanged 
until a global test-ban treaty takes place. 
France's decision to end the testing leaves 
China alone in its insistence to continue 
the tests. But China's attitude showed that 
it was unlikely to be swayed to stop its 
nuclear tests. 


RUSSIA 

Chechnya continues to be a 
trouble-spot 

T HE situation in Chechnya deterio¬ 
rated on January 9,19% when its Mos¬ 
cow-backed Cabinet headed by Doku 
Zavgayev, resigned while taking respon¬ 
sibility for the Kizlyar hostage crisis. The 
Chechen rebel group called the Lone 
Wolves raided a helicopter base at the 
Daghestani town of Kizlyar and took ref¬ 


uge in a local hospital, taking 3,400 pa¬ 
tients, staff and local people hostage. Their 
demand was immediate withdrawal of 
Russian troops from Chechnya. 

After a one day standoff, the rebels 
released most of their captives in exchange 
for a safe passage to Chechnya. They took 
150 hostages with them, agreeing to re¬ 
lease them later. But a dispute broke out 
over the hostages' release. On January 15, 
1996, President Boris Yeltsin ordered the 
Russian army, police and security forces 
to attack the village of Pervomaiskoye, 
where about 300 rebels held the hostages. 
Yeltsin claimed that 82 people were re¬ 
leased in the brutal and indiscriminate 
attack which levelled the village. Some of 
the rebels escaped, including their leader, 
Salman Raduyev. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Mandate in Sahara Extended 

HE UN Security Council extended 
until May 31 the mandate of its mis¬ 
sion in Western Sahara which is to organise 
a referendum on the future of the terri¬ 
tory. The mandate is to determine whether 
the former Spanish colony should join Mo¬ 
rocco or become independent as de¬ 
manded by its main party, the Polasario 
Front. Both parties are now agreed to fa¬ 
cilitate the process. 


SAARC 

Commerce Ministers Meet 

O N January 8,1996, the first SAARC 
Commerce Ministers conference was 
inaugurated in New Delhi. The Commerce 
Ministers reiterated their commitment to 
expedite the SAARC Preferential Trading 
Arrangement (SAPTA) process towards its 
full implementation and also to strive for 
the realisation of South Asian Free 'frade 
Area (SAFTA) by the year 2000, but not 
later than 2005. SAPTA has become op¬ 
erational on December 7,1995. 

It vyas also agreed that the second 
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round should consider removal of non¬ 
tariff and trade control barriers so that 
trade in items of export interest of the 
member countries receives the desired 
impetus. 

The Commerce Ministers of the seven- 
member States also welcomed the conven¬ 
ing of the Inter-Governmental Group 
(IGG) on trade liberalisation, starting with, 
its meeting in March, 1996 in Sri Lanka. 
IGG will carry out the second round of 
trade negotiations for removal of para- 
tariff, non-tariff and other trade control 
barriers, within specified time frames. The 
IGG has also been authorised to consider 
adopting sectoral and across-the-border 
approaches, in addition to the product- 
by-product approach, to accelerate the 
process. The second round of negotiations 
are to be concluded by July 31,1996. 

Recognising the importance of ex¬ 
change of business information for the 
promotion of trade and investment in the 
region, the Commerce Ministers agreed on 
the need for connecting their national 
business information networks and also 
linking them to the SAARC secretariat. 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
Pakistan accused of terrorism 

F OR Pakistan the beginning of year was 
marked by some embarrassing mo¬ 
ments, particularly with regard to the long- 
persisting issue of Pakistan-aided terror¬ 
ism. For the first time, Russia has accused 
Pakistan of conniving with Chechen 
rebels. A Vbice of Russia Radio broadcast 
said that the Chechen rebels who attacked 
Rizlyar in Daghestan on January 10,1996, 
were accompanied by Pakistani terrorists. 

On January 18,1996, Ethiopia, in a 
letter to the Security Council, alleged that 
most of the terrorists who carried out an 
unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Egyp¬ 
tian President Hosni Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa last year, were recruited in Paki- 
. stan. Ethiopia alleged that die conspiracy 
was hatched by Sudanese Officials and the 


terrorists came from Pakistan. Observers 
note that the two incidents have once again 
proved that Pakistan harbours terrorists 
and exports terrorism the world over. 

Haven for religious bigots: Human 
rights activists have charged that Pakistan 
has become a haven for religious bigots. 
They held a meeting on January 23,1996 
in Islamabad to protest against a rise in 
religiously motivated violence. 

The meeting said that religious intol¬ 
erance in Pakistan was spreading and 
blamed it on lawmakers who are afraid to 
confront the Islamic fundamentalists. 
Human rights groups at home and abroad 
have charged Benazir Butto's government 
for failing to repeal harsh Islamic laws, 
like the blasphemy law which carries a 
death sentence for anyone found guilty of 
insulting Islam or the Prophet. 

Sudan Warned: The Security Council 
has asked Sudan to extradite to Ethiopia 
three suspects wanted thought to be in¬ 
volved in an unsuccessful assassination 
attempt on Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa last year. It also 
asked Sudan from engaging in terrorist 
activities and to provide shelter to terror¬ 
ist elements. The resolution came'in re¬ 
sponse to an Ethiopian request to the 
Council to take up the issue. 

The US has meanwhile decided to 
pull out all its diplomats and their fami¬ 
lies from Sudan to save them from terror¬ 
ist attacks following the Security Council 
warning. The US also advised its 2,100 
citizens in Sudan to leave the country. 

BANGLADESH 
Begum Zia Elected 

P iRlME Minister Begum Khaleda Zia 
and nine of her cabinet colleagues are 
among the 41 candidates of the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) who 
have been elected unopposed prior to the 
general elections which have been boy¬ 
cotted by the major Opposition parties. 
The BNP candidates'were elected unop¬ 


posed because there was either no nomi¬ 
nation filed against them, or their rivals' 
nominations were found to be invalid. The 
BNP has put up candidates in all the 300 
seats for the elections to be held in Febru¬ 
ary, 1996. 

The main Opposition parties, the 
Awami League, the Jatiya Party and the 
Jamaat-E-Islami boycotted the poll and 
vowed to foil it. They accuse the Begum 
Zia government of rigging the Parliamen¬ 
tary by-elections in 1994 and said that they 
will not contest if the elections were not 
held under a neutral caretaker adminis¬ 
tration. 

Elections not to be postponed: 
Bangladesh Chief Election Commissioner 
Justice A. Sadeq turned down the Oppo¬ 
sition request to cancel the February 15 
elections on constitutional grounds. He 
said that he cannot cancel the elections 
because of his constitutional obligations. 

SRI LANKA 

Colombo blast leaves 200 killed 

T ERROR struck the Sri Lanka's capital 
on January 31,1996 when an alleged 
LTTE suicide squad rammed a truckload 
of explosives into the Central Bank build¬ 
ing. About 200 people were killed and 
1,250 injured. The LTTE had vowed to 
strike back in retaliation against the army 
takeover of Jaffna. Many buildings were 
damaged in the explosion. The governor 
of the Central Bank said that 40 of his staff 
died. 

The police made quick arrests and 
identified members of a Tamil Tiger rebel 
suicide squad, who were believed to be¬ 
hind the bombing. Two other members of 
die hit squad, who had jumped out of die 
truck, were also arrested. President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga said that the 
rebels attacked in desperation after suffer¬ 
ing military setbacks and realising that the 
Tamil people are supporting a proposal to 
give them limited autonomy in some ar¬ 
eas of the country. 
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JAPAN 

Hashimoto becomes PM 

a January 5, 1996, Japanese Prime 
inister Tomiichi Murayama, the 
nation's first Socialist head of government 
in half a century and Chairman of the Japa¬ 
nese Socialist Party, resigned. President of 
the conservative Liberal Democratice Party 
(LDP) Ryutaro Hashimoto, became the 
Prime Minister of Japan on January 11, 
1996. In the election for the post 
Hashimoto got 288 votes against 167 by 
Ichiro Ozawa, leader of Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party), Japan's Opposition party. 

Hashimoto, who rose to prominence 
last year for his tough stance against 
United States over the 'car-trade row', has 
become the first LDP leader to become the 
Prime Minister since the party was ousted 
in 1993. The LDP had dominated Japa¬ 
nese politics for four decades. It was 
ousted in July, 1993 following a series of 
money scandals. Japan has seen political 
turmoil since then. The coalition govern¬ 
ment led by Morihiro Hosokawa was 
formed in 1993 but he had also to resign 
in April 1994, over allegations in a money 
scandal. Tsutomu Hata, who was named 
the Prime Minister resigned two months 
later to avoid a no-trust move. This re¬ 
sulted in the return to power for LDP, who 
struck a deal with the Socialists. 
Murayama had become Prime Minister as 
a result of an alliance and lasted for 18 
months. 

SOUTH KOREA 
Former President indicted 

"P3RMER South Korean President Chun 
IT Doo Hwan, was on January 12,1996 
formally charged with accepting bribes 
worth $ 875 million from business groups 
in the country. Following a month-long 
investigation into a slush fund allegedly 
maintained by Chun, an announcement 
to this effect was made by a senior pros¬ 
ecutor from the Seoul District Prosecutors 


Office. Prosecutors also indicted five of 
Chun's former aides on charges of help¬ 
ing their boss build up illicit funds or take 
bribes from business leaders. 

CHINA 

Orphan Abuse in China 

H UMAN Rights Watch, a New York 
group, put out a report accusing 
China of systematic abuse of children in 
orphanages, including deliberate starva¬ 
tion, torture and sexual assault. The re¬ 
port was prepared with the help of Zhang 
Shuyun, a doctor who fled China after she 
failed to stop the abuse. The report con¬ 
tains photographs, secret documents and 
medical records to prove the charges. At 
least 1,000 orphans are believed to have 
died in Shanghai between 1986 and 1992. 

China Promotes Panchen Lama: 
Gyaltsen Norbu, the six-year-old Chinese- 
designated eleventh Panchen Lama was 
shown on the national television of China 
on January 12,19%. His presence with top 
Chinese leaders in Beijing was highly 
publicised to assert and exhibit China's full 
control over Tibet, inspite of protests from 
Dalai Lama's supporters. On the other hand, 
on January' 19,1996, Amnesty International 
expressed its concern about the missing 
Dedhun Choekyi Nyima, the six-year-old 
eleventh Panchen Lama who was enthroned 
by Dalai Lama. The Chinese officials main¬ 
tain that the boy is safe in Tibet. 

Takeover of Hong Kong; With an eye 
on taking over Hong Kong on July 1,1997, 
China took another decisive step on January 
26,1996 by setting up a committee which 
will choose 400 people to recommend a re¬ 
placement for Governor Chris Patten. 

China also announced that it will sta¬ 
tion a military force in Hong Kong which 
will be set up from elite units that fought 
in the Korean war and helped secure 
China's claim to South China Sea Islands. 
At present Britain has 3,250 troops who 
will leave by June 30,1997, when it hands 
over administration of one of the world's 


most prosperous and capitalist cities to 
China's communist leaders. 

While China is yet to establish its 
sovereignty over Hong Kong, Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin announced Chinese 
aspiration to recover Macao and Taiwan 
in due course. 

WEST ASIA 
Arafat Wins Elections 

O N January 20,1996, in their first elec¬ 
tions, Palestinians cast ballots for a 
president and a legislative council to govern 
them in West Bank and Gaza Strip. More 
than one million people voted. Despite the 
boycott by Hamas, there was a 90% turnout 
in Gaza and 68% in the West Bank. PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat was elected as the 
first President of the fledging Palestinian 
State with a landslide victory securing 88% 
of the votes. Samiha Khalil, the lone chal¬ 
lenger, got 9%. Arafat's Fatah Party won 66 
of foe 88 seats in foe national council. 

The election cemented Arafat's trans¬ 
formation from guerilla chief to leader of 
a State-in-making. Under Arafat's leader¬ 
ship, most Palestinian towns in the West 
Bank and Gaza gained autonomy, giving 
people, long governed by foreigners, their 
first taste of self-rule. Except for a dissent¬ 
ing voice from Iran, the outcome of Pales¬ 
tinian historic elections was widely hailed 
by world leaders. 

Israel and PLO are to launch talks on 
a final peace settlement in May, 1996. The 
PLO is expected to demand full Statehood 
in the Wist Bank, Gaza and East Jerusa¬ 
lem. Israel has, however, ruled out any 
division of Jerusalem. Israel has also made 
it clear that it expects Arafat to annul 
clauses in the PLO charter calling for the 
destruction of the Jewish State. 

GREECE 

Ailing Papandreou resigns 

W ITH the resignation of its ailing 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou 
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on January 16,1996, a growing leadership 
crisis ended in Greece. Papandreou, 76, 
had been in intensive care for nearly two 
months and the opposition had been 
pressurising him to step down. His So¬ 
cialist party, however, was paralysed on 
the issue. Under the Constitution, Mr 
Papandreou could be replaced only if he 
died or resigned. 

Mr Costas Simitis, a German edu¬ 
cated lawyer, economist and technocrat, 
was elected as the new Prime Minister. 
In the election Simitis got 86 votes as 
against 75 by his opponent, Akis 
Tsohatzopoulos. Besides his epoch mak¬ 
ing term as Economy Minister in 1985- 
87, Simitis has had major portfolios in 
all the cabinets of Socialist Parliamen¬ 
tary Group. 


ITALY 

Prime Minister Dini resigns 

T O avoid a defeat in a no-confidence 
vote, Italian Prune Minister Lamberto 
Dini resigned on January 11, 1996. Dini 
was appointed at the beginning of 1995 to 
head a Cabinet of non-political 'techni¬ 
cians' whose main task was to enact aus¬ 
terity measures. In October, Dini had saved 
his government in a no-confidence vote 
by promising to resign before the year's 
end. The political turmoil that began in 
late December when Dini offered his res¬ 
ignation to the President, Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro, is likely to continue and may well 
be leaving Italy with the possibility of fresh 
national elections. 

Italy has been without an elected 
government since Conservative media 
magnate Silvio Berlusconi was forced to 
resign in December 1994, after remaining 
in power for just seven months. Political 
parties have sprouted since Italy's old 
governing class collapsed in corruption 
scandals. Hie current Parliament, elected 
in March 1994, is so splintered that no bloc 
can command a majority. Virtually all 
forces in the Parliament agree that the 


system of elections, government and Par¬ 
liament are in dire need of reform to give 
Italy the stability it lacks. 


POUND 

Communists form government 

A FTER weeks of mounting allegations, 
Polish Prime Minister Jozef Oleksy 
announced his resignation on January 24, 
19% over security service charges that he 
had spied for Moscow. His resignation 
came after the announcement by the War¬ 
saw military prosecutor's decision to 
launch a formal probe into evidence gath¬ 
ered against him. 

The move put an end to Oleksy's 
battle for survival since he was accused of 
spying for Russia from 1980 when he was 
a provincial communist official until 1995 
when he was democratic Poland's parlia¬ 
mentary speaker. The charges were made 
by former Interior Minister Andrzej 
Milczanowski with the support of former 
President Lech Walesa. Oleksy claims to 
be innocent. 

Following Oleksy's resignation, the 
President, on February 1,1996, asked ex- 
Communist leader Wlodzimierz 
Cimoszewicz to form a new government 
in an effort to end the cabinet crisis. 
Cimoszewicz became Poland's seventh 
Prime Minister since the end of the Com¬ 
munist regime in 1989. 


NIGER 

Civilian government formed after 
coup 

B ARELY 33 months after its remain¬ 
ing with the first democratically 
elected President, Niger came under mili¬ 
tary rule following a bloody coup on Janu- 
ary 27, 1996. President Mahamane 
Ousmane was arrested. He had become, 
in April 1993, the first democratically 
elected President of Niger since 1970. For 
the past one year, he had been locked in a 


political standoff with his opponents. On 
February 1,19%, Niger's Prime Minister 
Boukari Adji formed a civilian government 
after his nomination by the nation's military 
rulers. 


COLUMBIA 
Drug money scandal 

T HE campaign treasurer of President 
Ernesto Samper Pizano revealed that 
$400,000 of drug money was distributed 
by him during the 1994 elections in 
Bogota. The charges further erode the cred¬ 
ibility of Samper in the face of mounting 
evidence that he took cash from the 
world’s biggest drug cartel. Samper has 
refused to resign and called for a national 
referendum on whether he should stay in 
office. Demonstrations are taking place in 
the country for Samper's resignation. 


India weakest emerging 
market 

According lo a report of Morgan 1 
Stanley Capital international (MSCI) In¬ 
dia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka ware the.: 
weakest emerging markets in 1995. 
The strongest performances came from 
Peru and Israel. 

The Indian markets saw a decline 
of 31.9 per cent, Pakistan 38.3 per cent 
and Sri Lanka 32.7 per cent. On the 
other hand, Peru and Israel improved 
by 22.1 per cent and 21.8 per cent re¬ 
spectively. 

MSCI indices, calculated since 
1969, are used around the world to 
measure, performances of international 
securities. Over 3,500 indices are con¬ 
sistently calculated to allow compari¬ 
sons across regions, countries and 
Industries. The MSCI database reflects 
approximately 80 per cent of the worlds 
equity market capitalisation. 

Switzerland finished 1995 as the 
top performing world stock market. It 
was followed by United States. 


MARCH ’96 COMPETITION MASTER 7«S 




CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Correspondence Courm Available: 


INTERNATIONAL 


USA-CHINA 
China demands US to 
limit ties with Taiwan 

C HINA demanded on February 1, 1996 

that the US keep ties with Taiwan non-official. It added 
that it had made serious representations to Washington over 
its issue of a transit visa to a top Taiwanese official Foreign 
ministry official Chen Jian urged the US not to create condi¬ 
tions in which Taiwan could conduct activities aimed at inde¬ 
pendence. 

China repeats threat: China's Premier Li Peng repeated 
the threat about Taiwan that any move toward independence 
would prompt a military attack. In a speech on January 30, 
1996, he said that Taiwan was a part of China and that China 
will try for peaceful reunification. China, he said, would use 
force against foreign forces plotting to promote Taiwan's inde¬ 
pendence. 


GREECE-TURKEY 
Tension eases 

G REECE swallowed its pride in its dispute with 
Turkey and agreed to remove its flag from a deserted Aegean 
island after sending its navy ships to protect it. Both 
countries bowed to US pressure and began withdraw¬ 
ing their warships on January 31, 1996. The agreement 
was struck through US Foreign Affairs Representative 
Richard Holbrooke and the countries agreed that they 
would not fly their flags on disputed rocks, to avoid 
provocation. 


Trade Centre bombing accused sentenced 

S HEIKH Omar Abdel-Rahman, the blind Muslim cleric 
from Egypt and nine of his followers have been given 
long prison sentences for plotting to blow up the UN 
and FBI offices, highway tunnels and other New York 
area landmarks in a single day of terror on February 
26, 1993. The sentencing came nearly two years after 
the conviction of four men in the World Trade Centre 
bombing in New York, which killed six people and in¬ 
jured over 1000. The conspirators have not been directly 
charged, but were accused of being part of the 
organisation that carried it out. 



Engg. Services Exam. 
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• Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Electronics & 
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For Prospectus containing syllabus, eligibility conditions, types of 
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For Prospectus containing syllabus. List of books 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ARF: Asean Regional Forum 
CTBT : Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
IRA: Insurance Regulatory Authority 

AWARDS 

Ashok Chakra 

C APT Arun Singh Jasrotia of Parachute 
Regiment and Maj Rajiv K. Joon of 22 
Grenadiers, were decorated with the Ashok 
Chakra posthumously for their gallantry 
during operations in J&K. 

G.D. Birla Award 

F ounder of sos villages, j.n. Kaui, 

prominent Russian Indologist R.B. 
Rybakov and Gujarat's Kaira District Co¬ 
operative Milk Union, have been selected 
for the G.D. Birla awards for 1996. Each 
award carries a citation and a cash prize 
of Its 2 lakh. 

Indira Gandhi Award for International 
Justice and Harmony 

P RESIDENT of South Africa, Dr Nelson 
Mandela, has been conferred the Indira 
Gandhi award for International Justice and 
Harmony. The award is instituted by the 
Indian Council of World Affairs. 

International Gandhi Award for Leprosy 

D R Noordeen of India and Ms Jean 
Watson of the UK have been awarded 
the International Gandhi Award for Lep¬ 
rosy for their work in leprosy eradica¬ 
tion. 

Jnanpith Award 

R ENOWNED Malayalam writer M.T. 

VasudevanNair was selected for the 
prestigious Jnanpith award for 1995 
for his enrichment of Indian literature 
through his creative writing. The 
award carries a plaque, a bronze rep¬ 
lica of Vagdevi and a cash prize of Rs 
2.5 lakh. 


Kalidas Samman 

HpABLA wizard Ustad Alla Rakkha Khan 
1 has been selected for the Kalidas 
Samman for classical music for 1994-95. 
The award has been instituted by the 
Madhya Pradesh government and carries 
a plaque and a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh. 

Sanjay and Geeta Chopra Awards 

T HE winner of this year's Geeta Chopra 
award is 11-year old Anita Rawat of 
Uttar Pradesh, who put up a brave front 
in resisting the attempts of some Holi rev¬ 
ellers who had tried to molest her. 

Sudhir Sardana of Haryana was se¬ 
lected for the Sanjay Chopra award for 
getting an intruder arrested who had 
killed his father. 

Vachaspati Puruskar. 

P ANDIT Amir Chand Shastri has been 
selected for the fourth Vachaspati 
Puruskar, instituted by the K K. Birla 
Foundation, for his work Nehru Charit 
Mahakavyam, depicting in poetry Nehru's 
life based on his autobiography. The prize 
has been iastituted to honour Sanskrit 
writers and translators. 

BOOKS 
Angry Letters 

T A 7R1TTEN by Willem Doevenduin, the 
V V book advises readers how to vent 
their anger in a rage-fiiled letter. It 
shows that sarcastic humour often is 
successful but writing an angry letter is 
a serious matter and requires careful 
planning. 

In Confidence 

W RITTEN by Anatoly Dobrynin, So¬ 
viet Ambassador to the US for 20 
years, it reveals that Soviet intervention 
helped prevent the 1971 Indo-Pakistan 
breaking up West Pakistan, thus averting 
the latter's total defeat. 


DEFENCE 

Longer-range Prithvi tested 

T HE longer range variant of the indig¬ 
enously developed Prithvi surface-to- 
surface missile was successfully tested for 
the first time from the interim test range 
at Chandipur-at-Sea in Orissa. 

The Prithvi variant is being developed 
for the Indian Air Force and has a range of 
250 km. More test flights are required be 
fore it is cleared for induction into the IAF. 
The Prithvi SS-150 has been tested 14 times 
including two user trials in June 1994. 

Prithvi is one of the five missiles 
which forms part of the indigenous Inte¬ 
grated Guided Missile Development 
Programme. 

Advanced light helicopter launched in 
Bangalore 

T HE fourth and final prototype of the 
Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) was 
launched atBangaloreon January 22,1996. 

Designed and developed by the 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), 
the helicopter incorporates state-of-the art 
technology. 

It has a maximum continuous speed 
of 290 km per hour, a range of 800 km and 
an endurance of four hours with a 20 
minute reserve. The latest ALH has low 
noise and vibration levels and is designed 
to operate in very demanding conditions 
ranging from high and cold Himalayan 
passes to hot and dry deserts and wet 
jungles. 

Arjun to go into production 
TNDIA'S Main Battle Tank (MET) Arjun, 
Awill soon go into serial production after 
over a decade of research and trials. 

Armed with a computer controlled 
integrated fire control system, Arjun has 
already undergone rigorous trials by the 
Army in various locations, including 
deserts. The MBT will be inducted into 
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the Army by the end of this year or begin¬ 
ning of 1997. 

Arjun has a reliable and effective 
weapon system and would considerably 
enhance the combat capabilities of the 
Army. With a top speed of 70 km per hour, 
it has a rifled 120 mm gun which can fire 
the newly developed super velocity "Fin 
Stabilised Armour Piercing Discarding 
Sabot (FSAPDS)" ammunition. The tanks 
have safety systems against nuclear and 
chemical warfare. 

FILMS 

27th International Film Festival of India 

M S Li Shao-Dong of China won the 
Golden Peacock at the 27th Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival of India for her film 
'Blush' in the competitive section for Asian 
Women Directors. She was presented the 
award and a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh at the 
closing ceremony of the festival held in 
New Delhi. 

The five-member jury awarded the 
Special Jury Award for artistic excellence 
to be shared by two women directors— 
the Lebanese film 'the Freedom Gang’ 
directed by Leyla Asaf-Tengroth and the 
Iranian film 'The Blue-Vieled’ directed by 
Rakshan Bani-Etemad. These two direc¬ 
tors share the Silver Peacock award as well 
as its cash component of Rs 2.5 lakh. 

The Silver Peacock for the Most Prom¬ 
ising Asian Woman Director went to Ms Ning 
Ying of China for her film 'On the Beat'. 


PERSONS 

Mitterand, Francois 

F ORMER French President Francois 
Mitterand died in Paris at the age of 
79. Known for his intelligence, 
memory, reserve and ferocious irony, he had 
authored several books, including The Wheal 
and the Chaff which outlined his political phi¬ 
losophy. He single-handedly built France's 
Socialist Party into a strong political force. 
He became President in 1981, defeating 
Giseard D'Estaing. Re-elected in 1988, he 
remained in office till May, 1995, to become 
the longest serving French President. 

Nair, M.T. Vasudevan 

N OTED Malayalam writer and editor 
of Mathrabhoomi group of publica¬ 


tions, Mr Nair has been selected for the 
31st Jnanpith award for 1995 for his con¬ 
tribution to the enrichment of Indian lit¬ 
erature. 

Mr Nair, 61, has written many liter¬ 
ary works including eight novels and 
screen plays for over a dozen movies. 
These include the film 'Nirmalayam' 
which won the President's gold medal and 
'Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha' which won the 
national award for best screen play. He 
had earlier won the Kerala Sahitya 
Akademi Award and later the Central 
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1970. 

Rao, Nandamuri Taraka Rama 

A CTOR turned leader N.T. Rama Rao, 
or 'NTR' as he was popularly known, 
died on January 18, 1996. 

Bom in a remote Nimmakuru village 
of Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh, 
Rama Rao joined filmdom with Na Desam 
(My Country) and stormed into politics 
with the slogan Na Prajalu (My People). 
He floated the Telegu Desam Party (TDP) 
in 1982 when he was 60 and always had a 
finger on the pulse of the people. He fea¬ 
tured in 330 Telegu films and enacted 
mostly mythological roles. 

His major achievement was that he 
represented the only political force that 
defeated the Congress (I) in Andhra. 

PROJECTS 

New radiation source being built 

I NDIA joins a select band of nations 
which have the capability to build large 
synchrotron radiation source, one of the 
most sophisticated scientific tooLs. The 
Centre for Advanced Technology (CAT) 
at Indore is currently commissioning a 
large 450 MEV (Million Electron Volts) 
synchrotron radiation source and has 
also started work on a larger 2 GEV 
(Giga Electron Volts) synchrotron radia¬ 
tion source. 

Besides Japan, India is the only Asian 
country which has embarked on such a 
programme. 

The accelerators were used for in¬ 
dustrial and medical applications like 
sterilisation of medical equipment, 
shrink film for packaging, increasing 
the fire resistance of cables, disinfect¬ 


ing sewage sludge, instant curing of 
paints and inks on metals, and also to 
study the structure of a wide range of 
materials. 

Hiticorin to be a 'hub port' 

T UTICOR1N in Tamil Nadu, a strategi¬ 
cally located port on the eastern coast, 
very near to the international sea route, 
will soon be developed into a 'hub port' 
with a total investment of Rs 4,000 crore 
entirely from the private sector. 

Once it is developed in another five 
years' time, almost the entire Indian 
cargo would be handled through this 
port. At present 87 per cent of the In¬ 
dian cargo goes to Dubai, Colombo and 
Singapore and only 13 per cent of it is 
being directly handled by major ports 
in the country. 

Global tenders had been invited and 
five parties have responded. An esti¬ 
mated Rs 4,000 crore including some Rs 
2,000 crore for equipment would come 
from private companies for developing 
the outer harbour project. 

RESEARCH 

World's maiden keyhole heart surgery 
TTEART surgery through a keyhole was 
JLjLrealised for the first time in world at 
B.M Birla Heart Research Centre (BMBRC) 
in Calcutta on December 30,1995. 

A hole in the heart of a Bangladesh 
student was closed by video-assisted 
technique in which a microchip camera 
and precision instruments were em¬ 
ployed by Dr Devi Shctty and his 11- 
member team. 

A small incision was made on the 
right side of the chest and a three-chip 
camera was inserted inside the chest cav¬ 
ity to visualise the heart. This gave a 
magnified image of the heart on the TV 
screen which was mounted in front of the 
patient. The surgeons, while looking at the 
TV screen, inserted the instruments 
through the small incision. The actual 
operation was then undertaken. 

The main advantage of the technique 
was that it involved just one cut on the 
heart instead of four to five as in tradi¬ 
tional methods. It left just a small scar on 
the patient, while usual operations would 


748 MARCH’96 COMPETITION MASTER 


leave a long scar of 10 inches. 

The operation costs between Rs 75,000 
to Rs 1,05,000, but it is expected to come 
down. 

SPACE 

New planets found 

T TS Space scientists claimed to have dis- 
U covered two new planets whose en¬ 
vironments might be able to support life. 

The giant planets, 35 light-years 
away from earth, are thought to have 
surface conditions that would allow the 
formation of water in liquid form, and 
therefore, life. 

Geoffrey Marcy,- the San Francisco 
State university astropysicist, who made 
the discovery along with fellow researcher 
Paul Butler, discovered the new planets in 
the Virgo and Ursa major constellations. 
The Planets are bigger than Jupiter, but 
not visible to the naked eye. 

One of the planets is thought to have 
a surface temperature of 185 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit (85 degrees Celsius), below water's 


boiling point of 212 degrees Fahrenheit. edition. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Times Response on-line 

I N a pioneering effort, The Times of In¬ 
dia becomes the first media house in the 
country to offer to advertising agencies 
access to Respnet, an all encompassing 
software package for advertising, space 
reservation, scheduling, billing and credit 
operations, through Times Response On¬ 
line. 

Respnet is a networked application 
interconnecting 30 important cities in In¬ 
dia. It is second only to the Indian Air¬ 
lines Reservation System with a gateway 
to Internet. 

This service, which commenced on 
January 22, 1996, facilitates an agency to 
log-in directly to this network through a 
dial-up modem. 

Agencies can now make reserva¬ 
tions in any Times publications, and 
make enquiries and ascertain the status 
of confirmed bookings irrespective of the 


Shopping through the computer 

C OMPUTER shopping is becoming a 
fact of life and will start to threaten 
conventional shopping malls by the end 
of the century. 

New "virtual" malls, such as Shop 
Inc of San Mateo, California, and the Lon¬ 
don-based Barclay Square, are creating 
shopping facilities including services such 
as travel, banking, bookshops, wine, and 
flowers. 

On-line newspapers and financial 
services are offered, as well as one which 
takes orders for groceries on-line and de¬ 
livers them. 

Retailers will be able to offer huge 
amounts of goods and bargains round the 
clock, without the expenses of property >r 
staff. Stocks will be zero as goods are or¬ 
dered direct from the manufacture. 

It is expected that by 2010, up to 55 
per cent of shopping by Americans will be 
conducted on-line. 
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SPORTS 


ARCHERY 

FITA National Archery 
Championship 

LIMBA Ram of Rajasthan and Purnima 
Mahato of Bihar emerged champions 
in the men and women's sections re¬ 
spectively in the 17th senior FITA Na¬ 
tional Archery Championship held at 
Cuttack. 

C.angadhar Mad hi of Orissa and 
Bahasoren of Bihar were declared overall 
champions in the third senior (Indian 
round) national archery meet. Bihar's teams 
won tiie team championship title in the 
FITA round while Orissa set a new record 
winning the Indian round men's team 
championship. 

ATHLETICS 
Pune International Marathon 
JOSEPH Kahugu, a Kenyan athlete, won 
the Pune International Marathon Pe¬ 
ter de Vocht of Belgium and 
Giridharilal of Services repeated last 
year's performance for second and 
third places 

In the women's half marathon sec¬ 
tion, Leelamma of Western Railways came 
first followed by Grace Chebet of Kenya 
and Usha Verma of Railways. 

BADMINTON 
Bristol National Championship 
HOLDERS of the men and women's titles 
Dipankar Bhattacharya and P.V Laxmi re¬ 
tained the Bristol National Badminton 
Championship played at Bharuch. They 
beat rivals Gopi Chand and Apama Popat 
respectively in close matches to retain their 
titles. 

CRICKET 

World Cup Mascot 

"GOOGLEE" is the official mascot of the 


Wills World Cup which was launched by 
Madhavrao Scindia, chairman of the 
organising committee, P1LCOM. 

England-South Africa Series 
ENGLAND'S first tour to South Africa m 
30 years ended with a series win for South 
Africa. Shaun Pollock took 5 wickets to 
lead his team to victory in the final Test 
at Cape Town 

Australia-Sri Lanka 

AUSTRALIA won the series against Sri 
Lanka 3-0 as Steve Waugh completed a 
brilliant all-round performance in the third 
Test played at Adelaide. 

Polly Umrigar Trophy 

REST of India beat champions North Zone 

to lift the Polly Umrigar Trophy played at 

Panaji 

FOOTBALL 

Durand Cup 

EAST Bengal won the prestigious Durand 
Cup football tournament 4-3 against the 
Tata Football Academy played at New 
Delhi 

HOCKEY 

Olympic Qualifying Tournament 
INDIA weathered a late Canadian blitz to 
record a 2-1 victory in the Olympic quali¬ 
fying tournament played at Barcelona and 
secured a place in the Atlanta Olympics. 
India earned eight points from three wins 
and two draws and made sure of finishing 
among the top five from the eight-nation 
tournament. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri Tournament 
CENTRAL Reserve Police Force beat Bor¬ 
der Security Force 4-1 to claim the 
title in the sixth All India Lai Bahadur 


Shastri hockey tournament played at 
New Delhi. 

SNOOKER 

Senior National Snooker Title 
TAMIL Nadu's Siddharth Rao upstaged 
holder Sarang Shroff of Maharashtra to 
win the 62nd Senior National Snooker Title 
played at Bhubaneshwar 

i TENNIS 

Hopman Cup 

CROATIA won the Hopman Cup team 
tennis championship played at Perth after 
the Swiss Olympic champion March Rossel 
injured his right hand on an adverbsing 
board The Croatian team was trailing 
behind the Swiss team when Rosset sig¬ 
nalled that he could not continue, thereby 
forfeiting the final set of the doubles match 

Australian Open 

MONICA Seles made a stunning come¬ 
back to tennis by winning her fourth 
Australian Open title played al 
Melbourne, beating Germany's Ankt 
Huber Seles had won the title for three 
straight years before she was stabbed ir 
Hamburg in 1993. 

Boris Becker won the men’s title 
beating Michael Chang, more than f 
decade after the first of his six Granc 
Slam titles. 

Teenager Majoli emerges as a threat 
CROATIAN teenager Iva Majoli has 
emerged as a threat to the grip or 
women's tennis, held by Monica Selei 
and Stefi Graf. Majoli overcame Seles a 
the Toray Pan Pacific Open in Tokyr 
becoming a challenger to the rulinj 
duopoly. She defeated former work 
champion Arantxa Sanchcz-Vicario in thi 
final to win the championship. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. What is the new support price for 
wheat? 

Ans. According to the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Committee on Agricultural 
Costs and Prices (CACP), the minimum 
support price for wheat for 1996-97 would 
be Rs 380 per quintal, which is Rs 20 (5.6%) 
higher than last year. 

Q. What is the growth rate of India's 
GDP? 

Ans. According to quick estimates of 
the Central Statistical Organisation, India's 
GDP registered a growth of 6.3% in 1994- 
95 as against 5% the previous year. GDP at 
factor cost at current prices stood at Rs 
2,51,010 crore in 1994-95 as against Rs 
2,36,064 crore. At current prices, it is esti¬ 
mated at Rs 8,54,103 crore, showing an 
increase ot 18.1% during the year. 

Q. What is tire renegotiated rate of 
tariff fixed for the Dabhol power project 
being set up by Enron? 

Ans. Rs 1.86 paise per unit. 
Maharashtra government has cleared tire 
Enron, Reliance and lspat projects. 

Q. Where was the 27th International 
Film Festival held? 

Ans. New Delhi. It was inaugurated 
by film veteran B. R. Chopra. 

Q. What is the percentage of people 
living below the poverty line? 

Ans. An analysis of the Planning Com¬ 
mission shows that percentage of people 
below the poverty line was 18.96 in 1993- 
94, which represents 168.56 million people. 

Q. Which is the world's most expen¬ 
sive watch? 

Ans. The Kaiista timepiece which was 
recently displayed at the Singapore Art 
Museum. Its frame Is sculpted out of pure 
• gold and it has 118 diamonds, weighing 


130 carats and took over 6000 hours of 
labour to make. 

Q. What is tire new nameof Bombay's 
Victoria Terminus? 

Ans. Chhatrapati Shivaji Railway Ter¬ 
minus. The railway terminus was founded 
in 1853. 

Q. Which Marathi play is seeking 
entry into Guinness Book of World 
Records for performing 1000 shows in 2 
years? 

Ans. Marathi play 'All the Best'. It 
had its 1000th show on December 31,1995. 
It has been produced by a theatre com¬ 
pany, Chandralekha. 

Q. Which commission was enquiring 
into the 1992-93 riots in Bombay? 

Ans. Srikrishna Commission. It 
was dissolved by Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Manohar Joshi on January 23, 


1996. 

Q. What is India Eco-Development 
Project? 

Ans. The India Eco-Development 
Project wants to reduce the ill feelings 
among the population living on fringes of 
protected areas who depend on forest re¬ 
sources but cannot use them when the 
forest is declared a protected area. India 
seeks $80 million from the Global Envi¬ 
ronmental Facility (GEF) which was cre¬ 
ated after the Earth Summit at Rio. Eight 
protected areas had been selected for the 
project, including six tiger projects at 
Ranthambhor in Rajasthan, Pench in 
Madhya Pradesh, Palamu in Bihar, 
Simlipal in Orissa, Baksha in West Bengal, 
Periyar in Kerala, and two national parks, 
Nagarhole in Karnataka and Gir in 
Gujarat. 
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Appointed; Elected etc 

Jorge bampato He has been elected 
Portugal's President, replacing Mario 
Soares 

Cosla'i Simihs He has been elected 
Prime Minister of Greece 

Ryutaro llashimoto He has been ap¬ 
pointed Japan's Prime Minister, succeed¬ 
ing Tomichi Murayama 

Boukan Adji He has been appointed 
Prime Munster of Niger, replacing Hama 
Amadou 

David Gore Booth I ormerly Britain's 
Ambassador to Riyadh, he has been ap¬ 
pointed High Commissioner of UK to In¬ 
dia 

Rfsigncd 

Tomtclu Murayama Prime Mmistei of 
Japan 

Andreas Papandrcou Prime Minister of 
Greece 

Lambcrto Dim Prime Minister of 
Italy 

Jozef Oleksy Prune Minister of Poland 

Balram Jakhar Union agriculture min¬ 
ister 

Madhav Rao Scindut Human Resource 
Development Minister 


} 

VC Shukla Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister 

L K Advani BJP President 
Distinguished Visitors 
Fernando H Cardoso President of Bra¬ 
zil 

Jean Chretien Canadian Prime Minis¬ 
ter 

Avraham Shochat Finance Minister of 
Israel 

Michael Howard UK Home Secretary 
Dtad 

/ rainois- Mitterand Former French 
President and architect of its socialist pai ty, 
he died in Pans at the age of 79 

NT Rama Rao ChairmanofNational 
Front and former Andhra Chief Minister 1 
he died at the age ot 72 

Upcndra Nath A,shk Renowned 
Hindi-Urdu novelist 

9 K Kdkar Noted astrologer and 
former columnist of the Illustrated Weekh 
of India, he died at the age ot 71 m Pune 
DK Barooah One of the most power¬ 
ful Congress leaders of the 1970s 

Nadia Legendary stunt queen, ac¬ 
claimed as India's most dare-devil artiste, 
she died at 87 after a prolonged illness 


EVENTS 


JANUARY 

8— Maharashtra government decides to 
revive the Enron power project fixing 
the tariff at Rs 186 per unit 

9— India's Mam Battle Tank (MBT) Arjun 
is dedicated to the nation 

—Chechen rebels take 3000 persons hos¬ 
tage m their war with the Russian army 

11—Supreme Court asks the government 
and the Tlechon Commission to sort 
out the issue of holdmg early elections 
in J&K within two weeks 

15— Chechen rebels kill42 volunteeis who 
had offered themselves hostage in ex¬ 
change for civilians 

16— CB1 mforms Supreme Court that it has 
sought Presidential sanction to pros¬ 
ecute three Union ministers and filed 
chargeshects against seven others m the 
liawala scandal 


—BJP President L K Advani resigns fol¬ 
lowing CBI chargesheet alleging accep¬ 
tance of bribes in the hawala case 

17— Senior cabinet ministers Balram 
Jakhar, V C Shukla and Madhavrao 
Scindia resign 

18— N T Rama Rao, former Chief Minis¬ 
ter of Andhra Pradesh, passes away 

21—PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat wins a 
landslide victory in self rule elections 
in West Bank, the Gaza strip and east 
Jerusalem in compliance with the Pal- 
estme-Israel peace agreement 

23—The CBI files chargesheets against 
former ministers Madhavrao Scindia, 
Balram Jakhar and V C Shukla in the 
hawala case 

27—Niger's first democratically elected 
President is ousted in a military coup 
and put under house arrest 


—India conducts flight trial of its surface- 
to-surface guided missile "Pnthvi" from 
Interim lest Range at Chandipur 

—US President Clinton lifts the five-year 
old embargo on the delivery of arms 
to Pakistan 

28—France sets off a nuclear test, its sixth, 
at Fangataufa atoll in the South Pa¬ 
cific 

30— French President Jacques Chirac an¬ 
nounces an early end to his country's 
nuclear tests 

—The Supreme Court directs the CBI and 
other agencies to expeditiously conduct 
investigations into accusations made 
against every person in the Jain hawala case 

31— More than 100 people are killed in 
Colombo in an attack by a susptetod 
ITT! suicide squad 

FEBRUARY 

2—Nearly 1(M) peisons are killed in a C en- 
tral China explosion 

4 -India rejects US call to halt the test 
firing of the I’rithvi missile and asseits 
its deployment would depend on the 
country's threat perception 

—At least 228 people arc killed and 3700 
seriously injured in an earthquake in 
China 

5—Rupee falls to a historic low of Rs 38 30 
agamst the US dollar 

7—Court issues non-bailable warrants 
against former Union Minister, Mr 
Kalpnath Rai, for allegedly sheltering 
Bombay bomb-blast suspects 


MILESTONES 

Sandhya Chibb: Bangalore beauty 
Sandhya Chibb is the Femina Miss India 
(Universe) 199b. 

Rant Jayraj; Also of Bangalore, she 
wm die fadM 1W 

' Mini Mendiu Delhi beauty Mini ‘ 
Menon was chosen as Femtna Miss India 
Asia Pacific Quest, 

Ravi Kant Shams: Senior DPS of¬ 
ficer Revi Sharma has die rate distinction 
of bang die first police officer to have j 
joined Ihterjtol 

Ante* Ibrahim KaskST: Brother Of ■ 
underworld don Dawood Ibrahim and ! 
prune accused in (he Bombay Waste ease, 
Anees was arrested by, Inteti. • in j 
Bahralh. CBI will sedk fas extradition. 
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AD/VII SSIO N NOTICE 



CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Applications are invited from persons with minimum 
PDC/10+2 or equivalent qualification for the 4 months 
correspondence course in Export Management. This 
course is designed to train even persons without 
any knowledge of exporting, to set up an export 
organisation as well as for getting highly paid jobs 
in export firms, shipping companies etc. All 
relevant aspects of exports and imports such 
as locating a buyer, export correspondence, 

,,marketing, export-import, documentation, 
finance available from banks, packaging, 
Govt, of India's latest policies etc., will be 
covered in detail. 



Fresh Batches every 2 Months 

For Prospectus and application form, send a self addressed envelope to : 

Indian Institute of Export Management 

PB No. 7531,1953 (B2) 9th Cross, 4th Main, New Thippasandra P.0. 
Bangalore-560 075 Fax/Ph: 5297318 
Member : FEDERATION OF INDIAN CHAMBE RS OF COMMERCE AN D IN DUSTRY 


WINDSOR 
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Lack of space does not permit us to publish Photographs of all our selected students. 

Our Heartiest Congratulations to all of them ! 



B.B.S., B.ARCH, HOTEL MANAGEMENT, N.D.A., C.D.S. 


M.B.A., BANK P.O., CLERKS' GRADE 


SACHDEVArVCOLLEGE 

H.O.: 29-CM»South Patel Nagar, New Delhi-1 10 008 

PHONES : 5783399, 5788070, 5787080, 5788182 FAX : 9 M 1.5748070 ‘ 
COACHING CENTRES 

ACRA San|ay Placa • ALIGARH Mtrrl, Rd • ALLAHABAD Panna Ul Rd. • AMRITSAR Rani KaBafh • BALASORE O t .p. F M. Coll.*, • BERHAMPUR Naw 8u> 
Stand Road • BATHINDA Power House Road • BHILAI New CMc Centre * Valahall Township • BHUBANESHWAR Saheed Na*ar • CALCUTTA Opp. Board 
Offlc*. Park St • CHANDIGARH Sactor 22 -C • CUTTACK Link Road * Chandf Chhak • DEM RAD UN 58. Rujpur R >,d • DELHI Fatal Napar * Tllak Napai »< 
Shakarpor * Defence Colony * N«hru Plac, * Kotla M.Pur * Pltam Pura * Chawrl Baaar • FARIDABAD Sec. I« • GHAZIABAD Ambedkar Road • GORAKHPUR Behind 
Cantt. Thana • GURGAON Ovll Unas • GWALIOR Thatlpur * Lashkar • JAIPUR Adarah Na*ar • JALANDHAR La|pat Najjar Mark« • JAMMU Gandhi N*gjr $ 
Palece Reed • JAMSHEDPUR Ra|endra N»*ar • JHANSI CMI Unas* KANPUR Blrkana Road • LUDHIANA Rakh Bagh'B MEERUT B«pum BHdge 
Road • MUZAFFARPUR Chandralok Chowk • PANIPAT Modal Town • PATIALA laola Bhawan • RANCHI Shaheed Chowk • ROHTAK Sonapat Stand 
. ROURKELA Baaantl Colony • 5AHBALPUR Computing Houta • VARANASI Lahurablr ♦ Bril Enclave 
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DcarMasters, 

’ t was the battle of the century. Kasparov battled an IBM computer and lost 
the first game. It was more than the grandmaster who was shattered. It 
was our pride in being human. Was it true that machines were finally 
becoming more intelligent? Would they slowly take over the world as 
, many science fiction thrillers have predicted? Would man be subordinate 
to the very machines he has created? 

Kasparov finally won the match, against huge odds. The computer 
evaluates 100 million positions per second, the best that any man can do 
is perhaps 2 per second. Kasparov's victory showed that there was 
something beyond the calculations, something that machines could not 
have. And that is intuition. Otherwise, there is no way to explain man's 
victory over a machine that does 100 million calculations per second. 
But then, it is only a matter of time that man develops a faster machine, 
a machine that can evaluate everything and make the best move. Will a 
man like Kasparov, who took on the entire national chess team of Brazil, 
then bite dust? Should that happen, what will it mean? It would be 
difficult to accept a machine as superior to man. 

Fortunately, it is not like that. There are many things that a machine 
cannot have: things like emotion and feeling. Without these, neither man 
nor machine can be complete. Ultimately, it is man that wins. As Feng 
Hsiung Hsu, the IBM researcher who designed Deep Blue, put it, "It is 
actually man the toolmaker vs man the chess player. Either way, the 
human wins." 

Both ways, it is a triumph of the human spirit. There is a lesson in it for 
us all. We can achieve the impossible by concentration and practice, like 
Kasparov, or create something with hard work and team spirit, like the 
IBM engineers. The game should act as an inspiration to all of us to realise 
our potential. 




SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

More Than 50% 

Just Send Rs 150.00towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
Hie Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 



126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh*—160 002 










A DARINGLY DIFFERENT CLASS OF BOOKS FOR : 




Success Mormonss for oandldstss appearing in ContraI Civil Services, 
State CMI Services A other Exama. Primarily prepared for General 
Studies, the books should be helpful for optional subjects also. 
Recommended tor thorough grinding and high scoring. 
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A boon for Non-Science (even Science) Students. 

• SYNOPSIS i e Short Study Material • Sctenoe Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
Answer Questions • All Basle Scientific Laws, Principles & Concepts explained 

• 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS’ PAPERS Incorporated). 


HY—World & India Rs.1 
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• SYNOPSISIe.StudyMalenaJ covering Astronomical,PhysKal Human, Economic, 
Phytogeography Zoogeography (World & India) with relevant data, dbgrams 
charts A maps • Geography Quia— contains 500 Short-Answer Questions 

• Glossary— explains Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions— (Questions from Previous Years Papers incorporated) 




■ Model Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers Included 
• Synopsis • 300 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts etc. 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years’ papers 
Incorporated •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms 
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TIP* BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY R& 12 


• Model Papers-Questlons from Previous years' papers 
Included •Synopsis • Short-Answsr Questions *1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions •Glossary of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scans 
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• Detailed Study Material with Strived Examples A explanations covering 
Reasoning (Logical, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation, Numerical 
Ability, (»aphe, Tabulation .Mensuration, Basic Applied Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry A Statistics • Objective Multiple Choice Questions 


ry A Statistics •Objective Multiple Choice Q 

Concessional Packing A Postage Charges 
for the Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) 
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1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. 120 
Medal Paper+Study Material ♦ Over 1B00 Objective Questions. Pages over 
300 Author: S.B. Msthur, Dspartmant of Mechanical Engineering, GJt. 
Paid P olytechnic Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Rs. 200 

Three Model Papers + Study Materiel * 375 Short-Answer Quest Iona+Over 
1700Objective Questions. Pages VIII +436 Author S.C. Bhatla, Educational 
A Chemical Engineering Consultant 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 120 

Three Modal Papers + Study Material -r 2000 Objective Questions. Pages 
IV ♦ 227. Author: Sukant Mlehra, Gold MedaUet. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHEMATICS Rs. 150 

Two Model Papers + Essential Study Material, Solved Examples A Over 
1500 Objective Questions. Pages VIII + 326 Author : Ranjana Mlehra, 
Foreword Prof. D.L. Jain, Professor of Applied Mathematics and Head of 
the Dept, of Mathematics, Faculty of Mathematical Sciences, University of 
Delhi. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 180 
Three Model Papers + Detailed Study Material + Short-Answer Questions 
+ Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500 Author: Me Mira Psttanalk, 
M.A., M.Phll (J.N.U.). 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. 150 
Three Model Papers + Exhaustive Study Material on Section A ‘Theory' A 
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Author: Prof. B.K. Sawlashwa, M.A., L.LM., D.J. 
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Glossary, Pages VIII +490 Authors ; Ms Neera CheudhryMA., AP.K.Nayak 
M.A., L.L.B. (University of Delhi). 
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REAL BOOST to score a higher rank. The book contains : 

• Study Material covenn^ Ongin of Lite, Evolution. Cell Biology Tissue 
System, Genetics. Plant Diversity, Plant Svitematios, Growth and Development 
Reproduction and Seed Biology, Pathdbpy, Ecology and Economic Botany 
(Latest information on Biotechnology and Its application) 

• 5000ObJ. Multiple Choice Questions (About 20% questions are Assertion/ 
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Exam), Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated. 
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EDITORIAL 


Aberrations in 
Education System 


T fS. Eliot asked profound questions, relevant even today 
to our educational system: "Where is the knowledge uv 
have lost in information? Where is the wisdom we have 
lost in knowledge?" 

Prof Yash Pal, former Chairman of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), while delivering the convocation address of 
a university, more or less asked the same questions. He should 
know because our educational system, a highly faulted one, calls 
for such a comment and scrutiny It is a different matter that in 
our over-zealous efforts to improve 
it, we haw created more confusion 
and unwittingly added more 
aberrations. 

The substance (?) of our 
present educational system can be 
summed up in our abject desire to 
ape the west. We call it correcting 
the system left to us by the British. 

Our efforts burden it more and 
more against the disadvantaged 
rural poor, while we proudly go on 
delivering sermons from lofty 
university pedestals, in favour of 
mstern style development. 

One of the major planks of our 
educational systems is the examination system, which has ' 
become redundant and obsolete. The present system, which uv 
follow religiously and to which toe naturally attach tremendous 
amount of sanctity, is, in fact, based on rote system. Its 
foundation is memory, not knowledge. Its base is ability to 
reproduce, not to create. 4s a result, colleges and universities 
do not act as 'light-houses' of various disciplines. They impart 
'lessons' in technology of passing examination, not knowledge. 

Students passing out from colleges have a degree under 
their belt. But do they have in-depth knowledge of a single 
subject? They carry the degree without burden of knowledge! 
Ones coming from the rural areas are the worst affected because 
they forego traditional arts and crafts and get an artificial 


sheen in an urban college, which pushes them to the backwaters 
of society. Tims, we have a mass of "educational community" 
burdened with and groaning under non-comprehension. 

Crammers arc not learners. 

The effect of fierce competition in life and career has been 
equally unflattering as those who cannot run the race drop out. 

It scars their psyche. But more damaging than this is that it 
has created a culture of competition which has percolated down 
to the parental level Now parents compete for admission in 
lower schools level. 

Technique has taken the place of 
knowledge Those who cannot master 
the technique, fail, irrespective of 
how talented they arc. It is failure of 
the system. Education is no longer a 
valuable asset in itself. Technique 
polishes, education makes man. 

“Education forms the common 
mind; just as the Iwig is bent the 
tree, is inclined", said Pope, the 18th 
century classical poet. 

But the present flawed system of 
education mistakes the tree for the 
forest. There is excessive emphasis 
on form, little on the spirit. True, 
there is nothing so goad as a university education, nor is there 
anything worse than a university without real education. E.H. 
Chapin put it so well, "Do not ask if a man has been through 
college; ask if a college has been through him—-if so he is a 
walking university." 

Let's shed the idea we have been nursing for years, that the 
mind is a warehouse and education a mere process of stuffing it 
with 'goods'. The real aim of education is to convert the mind 
into a bubbling, living fountain and not a mere reservoir. That 
which is filled by merely pumping in, will be emptied by 
pumping out. So is the examination system. Our educational 
system, as Sterling said, covers the fingers with rings but cuts 
the sinews at the wrists. 
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Satt-Study Success Pack for UBA Admission 
Taat contain* 

1. MBA Kit Rl. 350 

2. EntfWi hnpro vsmen l Cow Rs. 100 

3. English Vocabulary bnprv. Course Rt. 120 

4. MaWginc* A RMKmbig 

Improvsmsni Count (Revised Ed.) Rt. 150 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Count Rs. 100 

6. Mathemstics tmprovsmtnt Course Rt. 60 

Pottaga A Packing Charges Rt. 20 


v Total Rs. 900 J 

4. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E 

— 

: EXAM 

(FdrMnMentoSiparUplemaCouwsI 

SaifStudy Success Pack tor Rs shove Exam, oontdns 

1. Hotel Management J.E. Exam. KR 

Rs. 275 

With G.K. Supplsment 


2. Engish Improvamant Course 

Rs. 100 

3. MeUgence & Reasoning 


Improvamant Count (Revised Ed) 

Rs. 150 

4. Arithmetic Improvement Count 

Rs. 100 

5. General Science Improvement Count Ra. 100 

1. Objective English 

Rs. 30 

7. Numerical AbUlty-A Capsule 

Rs. 30 

Postage A Packing Charges 

Rs. 15 

[ Total 

Rs. 000 ^ 
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1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit Rs. 300 

2 . English Improvement Count Rs. 100 

3. English Vocibulaiy tmprv. Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence 3 Reasoning 
improvement Course (Revised Ed.) Rt. 150 

5. Arithmstic Improvement Course Rt. 100 

6. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs. 60 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, appear¬ 
ing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us 
their views on topics covered in this issue. The 
decision of the Editors will be final. 

INSURGENCY AND CONFLICT 

Neglect of human rights of a commu¬ 
nity is the primary cause behind insur¬ 
gency. If these are protected, militancy can 
be reduced. 

Harbtr Singh Swani 
Ambala Cantt 

Insurgency is not a good method to 
achieve anything because it leads to suf¬ 
fering. Prolonged wars do not help any¬ 
body. 

Subhash Kumar 
Rikhia, Bihar 

Conflicts arise because each group 
thinks that the other presents a danger to 
it. They are born out of fear. 

Htmanshu Shekhar Tripathy 

Chatrapur, Orissa 

GENETICS 

Even though 1 am a student of bio¬ 
technology, 1 found the cover feature on 
Genetics full of new information. But 1 
do not think that biotechnology will 
wipe out small farmers. It wilt in fact 
help society as a whole by making medi¬ 
cines and biofertilisers much more eas¬ 
ily available. 

Priyanka Agarwal 
Lucknow 

India should not be left behind in 
the field of genetics. The government 
should set up laboratories and encour¬ 
age scientists to take up the study of bio¬ 
technology. 

Chittaranjan Dash 
Bhadrak, Orissa 

CULTURE OF CORRUPTION 

The culture of corruption can be re¬ 
moved by building better individuals 


through moral education. We must build 
individuals who take their positions as a 
duty rather than a privilege. 

Sa'meer Chander Mohindru 
Jharipani, U.P. 

Our leaders should be severely pun¬ 
ished, like the Romanian president was a 
few years back. Though this may seem a 
strange way of settling matters, it is the 
only way that politicians can be taught a 
lesson. 

Rahul Jha 
Calcutta 

Corruption is fast eating into the vi¬ 
tals of our country. Those found guilty of 
corruption should be banned from con¬ 
testing elections. 

Becna 
Bareilly , U.P. 

We should choose our leaders 
through competition based on academic 
excellence. If we do this, criminals will 
not be able to enter politics. 

Ruchi Kant Saxcna 
Lucknow 

As a result of economic liberalisation, 
consumer goods arc flooding the market. 
People want to acquire them at alt costs. 
This forces them to become corrupt. A 
check on consumerism can go a long way 
in controlling corruption. 

Nandita Singh 
Munger, Bihar 

WHITHER DEMOCRACY 

The future of democracy depends on 
the stale of the people themselves. 
Jawaharlal Nehru said, "No democracy 
can exist for long in the midst of want, 
poverty and inequality." 

Lalit Kumar Jha 
Madhubani, Bihar 

CINEMA AND WOMEN’S IMAGE 

Cinema has never portrayed the cor¬ 
rect image of women. It should in fact 
create a positive image of women. 

S.M. Qasim 
Lucknow 



If women's image is degraded in 
films, why do women act in them? Why 
don't they just refuse such roles? 

Rtshi 
jammu, l&K 

CM FEATURES 

1 have been selected in the Railway 
Recruitment Board Exam. The credit of 
my success goes to Competition Master. 
Its features have given me knowledge 
as well as helped develop my personal¬ 
ity. 

Keshav Kumar Lai 
Patna, Bihar 

The feature on Business GK was re¬ 
ally helpful. Please make it a regular fea¬ 
ture. 

Vikas Bansal 
Kurukshetra, Haryana 

Please continue the questions on 
socio-economic question papers as they are 
of great help. 

Rajiv Kapoor 
Madras 

The topics for debate are highly in¬ 
formative'. These really help in competi¬ 
tive exams. 

Dharmesh Chawda 
Dhanbad, Bihar 
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I ndustrial development 
is fuelled by finance. 
Huge industrial projects 
are put up to meet the 
needs of consumers but these 
cannot be put up using capi¬ 
tal of one man. Finance is 
required by businessmen to 
put up their mega projects. 
On the other hand there are 
people who have savings and 
wish to invest them to get die 
maximum returns. How do 
we get them together? A 
means of meeting the objec¬ 
tives of both groups is 
through the money market, 
where funds are borrowed 
and lent and investments 
made that satisfy the needs of 
the borrowers and the 
lenders. 

One objective of the 
lenders is liquidity, that is, 
the ability to convert the 
investments into cash when 
the need so arises. Companies 
obviously would not be able 
to accept and return capital on 
a daily basis. So liquidity is 
offered by stock markets, 
where stocks and shares can 
be sold to buyers as often as 
one likes. The capital of the 
company remains intact, 
what changes is die owner¬ 
ship of the shares. 

A well developed stock 
market is therefore essential 
to mobilise funds and to meet 
the objectives of industrial 
development. Without a 
money market, few people 
would come forward to 



























COVER FEATURE 


invest—they would prefer to 
keep their money in banks 
and post office accounts. For 
their part, companies must 
offer higher returns to lure 
investors from fixed deposits. 

Tile stock exchange is, 
thus, like any market where 
goods are bought and sold, 
die only difference being that 
here money is traded. Prices 
are determined by the laws of 
supply and demand. If com¬ 
pany 'A' reports low profits 
for an year, people would 
want to sell its shares. 
Increased supply would 
result in lower prices for the 
shares. likewise, for highly 
profitable blue chip compa¬ 
nies, people would be inter¬ 
ested in buying their shares. 
Increased demands would 
push up prices. 

However, the stock mar¬ 
ket responds to other factors 
as well. Just what are these 
factors and how these would 
affect die stock market remain 
unfathomable. A report of 
Ganesh idols drinking milk 
or a rumour about a company 
can affect share prices in the 
stock market. People who are 
able to sense the changes can 
make their fortunes from the 
stock market, basically by 
buying cheap and selling 
high. But there are no rules to 
guide the investor. 

How it started 


CAREBISW FINANCE 


A stock exchange is a 
market for the pur¬ 
chase and sale of 
shares and securi¬ 
ties. Such markets have exist¬ 
ed for centuries. They started 
as regular meetings of peo¬ 
ple who acted as intermedi- 
■ aries between buyers and sell¬ 
ers of stocks. The meetings 
were held in a coffee house 


ffc* increase in T rnp wtt n ty fiftininye 
and money markets has boosted 'catetir 
o p port u nitie s in finance. You can chaabift 
work in a company by becoming a Chartered 
Accountant. Company Secretary or -MPA. 
(Finance). Some of the highest aataftas aitf 
paid by this sector. However, Wufrfijatas 
are rfifficuft to; stain in depresaedoonditions 
and shen this happens companies cut batik. A 
person can choose to work In a company and 
become its finance manager, or opt tor the 
financial services sector consisting ofbanks 
and financial companies. The sector also 
offers opportunity to open your own practice 
and help companies raise capital from differ¬ 
ent sources. The stock market has opened up 
opportunities to become stock brokers or site- 
brokers. 

Chartered Accountant: The course is 
conducted by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India and can be done at tie 
place of residence of the student. 
Apprenficeship has to be done with an estab¬ 
lished firm. A CA starts as a finance execu¬ 
tive, rising up to become finance manager, ft 
usually takes § years to become a CA. 

Company Secretary: According to the 
Companies Act, every company with a paid 
up capital of Rs 50 lakh has to appoint a 
company secretary. Hus the jobprospactsef 
a CS are good. The CS looks after the share 
certificates,. investments, loans and after 
matters. The course is offered by toe 
Institute of Company Secreterias of India. A 
student can join the foundation course right 
flier dees IS and registrations are open 
throughout the year. !JreiheCA*ttte Chain 
be done aft the place of reaktetoeofthestu- 
dent.’ , .■• 

Chartered Financial Analyst: A new 
course started by Imrteufe tri ^teiteed 
RraicM Analysts of - tocfat 'Ttetep'’ftany 
'papte ire doing it* the oourea hes ncft yet s 
beoome as popular as toe CA orCS. Usually 
it is dona as an adcfitepte quatificatton. 
Recentiy the institute has offered an MBA- 
CFA fragtfenme, that combines it with the 
MBA degree 

p ara te Ftaftnee ipuSstsaftton 
Is offered by institutes bfferiag MBA, The 
MBA (Finance) combines tlnahdaT knowledge 


urttfi maitafei knowhow and to thus rebsift 
very high. Bet * to Important to ddhr 
course from a good inatiluto;tower rung insti¬ 
tutes cannot gat jobs tor tel their graduates. A 
bash MBA (Finance) from a good institute 
getephemmenalsalariss-intg95,Copetand^ 
Corporation offered a package of fta SOOgQOti 
per annum to an DM graduate while other 
. financial companies paid equally wall: aver- 
age salary da fresh finance graduate was FIs 
1,56,000 per annum. Thte year. howater, 
MBA (Finance) is at stfiacountand students 
are finding ficfiffindttogBl tohB. « rest® Of 
depressed market ottomans. * > , 

r« - * v ' i ' V 

Beco ming m BtocB W tor: 04ftHra ini 

shares requires you to pe a member of a 
stock exchange, Registration is taidyaxpetv 
she and an investment is reqdrad-to gat 
membership. Alternately, one can become a 
sub-broker to a stock exchange broker and 
work on his behaff. With the increase in 
investors, stock brotefti have increased their 
business and many of them make good 
money. _ 1 ■ Tv,'/ 

Financial Re sea rch' Another area ftaf 
a Career can be made is thflft of finandaf 
research, infermation is required by invesfofs 
and brokers which might give dues about ft*, 
financial taaJth rf comparies or ebout fte 
movement of stock prices. Indeed, reaaarchte 
agrowingfieathoughitteft&firattobeflBfad- 
wban marten cxviditk^ areuiftrvQute '■■■■' 

MOMy WinUprr WTO* InCfttaMjlp 
muajer tunas, cante ana oomperaes iwssi- 
if»g to the stock market, money mariagersare 
also in demand. They are the people who 
must invest fire available foods in fte beet 
options available, batendng risk, Wgh returns 
and Squrdky . An underetancfag of fte money 
markets would be apre-requisib tor this post 

Audit and Cenaufianey: Another Ngh ! 
salary area to meet tbe needs of the grew-. 
tog market Alt oompantae must have their 
account* autetodand thereto vast scope ice ■ 
butt feme in totBa, Fkrenee p rofe sei c to atewM 
tindftte ratafeatesafe areas to wortUn. . i 
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or restaurant. For transac¬ 
tions carried out, commis¬ 
sions were earned by the bro¬ 
kers. In London, the brokers 
used to meet at Jonathan's cof¬ 
fee house and in 1773 they 
moved to a room in 
Sweeting's Alley which was 
called the stock exchange. 

In the US, stocks and 
bonds had to be sold to the 
public to pay for the cost of 
the Revolutionary War. But 
people did not want to 
invest in them unless they 
could be sold when cash was 
required. The brokers derid¬ 
ed to meet every day under a 
tree on Wall Street. These 24 
men were the original mem¬ 
bers of the New York Stock 
Exchange. That became the 
first stock exchange in the 
United States. But stock mar¬ 


kets are older than that. The 
origin of the Paris market has 
been traced back to 1138, 
while the first exchange in 
Amsterdam was founded in 
1611. 

Markets have developed 
to a great extent since those 
times. But to understand the 
nature and activities of the 
stock market, it is important 
to know the basic terminology 
and to understand how it all 
works. 

Basic Terminology 

A company is started 
with some initial 
money, called an 
investment. Part of 
this may be in the form of cap¬ 
ital and part may be loans. 
Some of the capital may be 


offered to members of the 
public and this is split up into 
smaller units called shares. 
People invest in the compa¬ 
ny's equity capital when they 
buy die shares through an 
open offer, called the pub¬ 
lic issue. Shareholders are 
entitled to share the profits 
when the company makes 
them. Profits are distributed 
on the face value of the 
shares. 

If a person buys shares 
from the market, he must pay 
the price prevailing at that 
time. This is called the market 
price of the share. If shares 
are quoted at prices higher 
than the face value, they are 
said to command a premium 
while if they are sold below 
the face value, they are said to 
be at a discount. To sell or 


buy shares, one has to go 
through a broker who is 
authorised to deal in shares. 

When buying shares, 
die investor is interested in 
die financial health of the 
company. The financial state¬ 
ments give figures which will 
show how the company is 
doing. These are the balance 
sheet and the profit and loss 
statement. An idea about the 
size can be obtained from the 
turnover, or sales of the com¬ 
pany. Whether the company 
is operating efficiently can be 
seen from its expenses and the 
net profit figures. A number 
of ratios are used to indicate 
die financial health Somo of 
these ratios are the EPS and 
the P/E ratio 

The Earning Per Share 
(EPS) gives the profit that 


Though the stock 
market has ncreasedm size 
and importance, meny of its 
tpmienead explaWng do the 
pnMRtated. CnmeirnON 
Itaro* presents a primer ot 
ijueh terms which w» help 
|/fm understand what it is all 
IbouL' 

tsaok Exchange is 
kmaricst where aharea and 
seiotailM me bought and 
fttifti Transaction* am demo 
>«t«Ou0h a member of the 
-ftock exchange called « 
Mpher. Ho buys end sale 

.fhluh* i Ihtod by the 
‘Ma m aage: Thaw are 28 
w* 'dXBhknjue tp the 
Ww* MBon 


it thtMOtof 
ar'Mte to 1 
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Harkc 

the capdat into smaSer units, 
called shares. In this case, 

It may (Nda it Into 10,600 
units of Re 100 each, which 
becomes the face value ot 
the shares. A person may 
invest Rs 1000 by buying 10 
units. He wM be given e 
share certificate showing 
the number of shares he 
holds. Theoretically, the 
share holders are part 
owners of the company 
When profits are dstributed, 
each shareholder gets a 
return according tc the face 
value of the shares held by 
hfen. 

Group A and B 
sh are s Members of stock 
exchange trade In shares 
and eatHemem of these Is 
done through a clearing 
honed. These we Group A 
shares. Most wed known 
dtataeareln Group A end 
apRotUMfen to h on dn at) to 


it Prim 

this group Group B are 
non-deared securities which 
are settled by members 
among each other. 

Deity prkree Prices of 
shares keep fluctuating on a 
dally basis. There ere a 
number of reasons for this, 
Prices may rise If the cow 
party declares high profits, 
or if the demand for its 
shares Increases, or due to 
inexplicable reasons dub¬ 
bed under ‘metket senti¬ 
ment'. Financial newspapers 
report price ftuowatioris 
everyday. Here Ism entry 
from Business Standard of 
February SO, 1086: 

Apollo Tyres 163,465, 
164 P/E 18.1 62 WlW Ml 
168/110 

This meant that a ft* 
10 share of Apollo Tyres 
Opened at fie 163 for .the 
day. The second figure if# 
MM (he day's tfighe a t 


price and the third is the 
day's closing rate. The pnee 
earnings ratio tor the compa¬ 
ny is 15.1. The last two fig¬ 
ures give the highest and 
lowest figures for the share 
over the past 5S weeks. 

Blue Chips Safe and 
the most sought after Invest- 
ments. Blue chip companies 
are large in aim, have good 
reputations and pay high 
dividends. 


Investors make an analysis 
of tie companies baton 
investing. When the compa¬ 
ny's sales, eamtoga, profits 
and other factors are taken 
mu acaourtt it# known as 
fundamental analysis. 
Othato prefer tot diart erics 
fiuobtofieitodffito share and 
toy tot predict where the 
‘ rofridditoradtuo'ln the future. 
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predicting the movement of 
the share prices is an Impos¬ 
sible task as prices are 
affected by a number of fac¬ 
tors. 

Odd tots Shares are 
usually traded in round num¬ 
bers such as 10, 100 or 
1000. A small Investor may 
however end up with some¬ 
thing In between. These are 
odd lots. It la more difficult to 
sell odd lot shares. 

Butts and Beam 
Speculators can be eakf to 
be butts or been. A bufi 
expects prices to go upend 
buys shares hoping to aeH 
them later at higher prioes. 
Bulls win thus push up prices 
In the slws market Abeer 
expect s prices total He wM 
thus sen atone hoping to 
buy them lator when prices 
tot' tan wM ifl o me e 
totoply andthUe w9b«f to 
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each share of the company 
earns. The price-earnings 
(P/E) ratio gives the relation¬ 
ship between die market 
price of a company's shares 
and its EPS. A lower P/E 
means that an investment can 
be recovered faster. However, 
there are no thumb rules and 
companies with high P/E 
ratios may be better invest¬ 
ments than those with low¬ 
er ratios. Ratios usually have 
to be combined with other 
assessment factors to arrive at 
a proper evaluation. 

As can be expected, 
companies often try to show 
their results in a more 
favourable light than they 
actually are. Turnover and 
profit figures are inflated 
and important information 
is hidden in the notes on 
accounts which are not care¬ 
fully read by investors. In 
recent times, a number of 
companies have come into 
notice for price rigging. 
Notable among these was 
MS Shoes. Price can also be 
rigged by intervention in the 
stock market as well: an artifi¬ 
cial demand for shares of a 
particular company can be 
created which pushes up 
prices. 

A lot of money is spent 
in trying to predict the prices 
of shares. However, it is 
impossible to do so since 
^hare prices respond to a 
number of factors, political 
and economic. Sometimes 
company officials know that 
ah impending announcement 
will affect prices and pass it 
on to brokers. This is known 
as insider information. 

Investment in a company 
can also be made through 
loans' in die form of deben¬ 
tures or bonds. These are 


loans carrying fixed rate of 
interest. Debentures can also 
be sold through a public 
issue. Usually, they are 
secured and redeemable. 
Secured debentures means 
that they are backed by the 
company's assets and are 
therefore not risky. Convert¬ 
ible debentures means that 
they can be converted into 
equity shares after a certain 
time. 

The Indian Stock 
Market 

he growth of the 
stock market in India 
is a comparatively 
recent phenomenon. 
It was Reliance that expanded 
the base of people investing in 
the stock market. The compa¬ 
ny can be said to have creat¬ 
ed awareness about stocks 


and shares in a country which 
was dominated by traditional 
money markets. 

The management of die 
stock market is governed by 
the Securities Contracts 
(Regulation) Act, 1956. Only 
recognised stock exchanges 
can function under this Act 
and must operate within the 
rules and bye-laws approved 
by the government. Apart 
from the stock exchanges in 
big cities, there is the 
National Stock Exchange and 
the Over the Counter 
Exchange of India. People in 
smaller towns can buy and 
sell shares through a network 
of brokers. 

To balance the needs of 
the investor—high returns, 
safety, liquidity—companies 
have offered new and innov¬ 
ative schemes. But the 
investor still has to be careful. 


since a number of question¬ 
able companies have come 
out with public issues leav¬ 
ing the public with their dud 
shares. Share departments in 
companies are badly man¬ 
aged and cannot cope with 
thousands of investors and 
complaints are common. 

With the increase in the 
number of players in the 
stock market, volumes of 
trade have also increased. 
Computers are used now to 
meet the growing traffic. 
Before the days of the com¬ 
puter, prices were displayed 
on a board and brokers 
bought and sold by shouting 
or through gestures, called 
floor trading. These days a 
broker can see the prices on 
his screen and logs in his 
transaction from his termi¬ 
nal. In India, the Bombay 
Stock Exchange (BSE) has an 
on-line trading system 

(BOLT) where trading can be 
done by computer. The 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) has a National 
Exchange for Automated 
Trading (Neat). In the Delhi 
Stock Exchange, screen 

based trading has been 
introduced through the Delhi 
Online Trading System 

(Dots). 

Computerised systems 
were necessitated as vol¬ 
umes have grown. The trad¬ 
ing volume at BSE was Rs 
45,696 crore in 1992-93 which 
increased to Rs 84,536 crore in 
1993-94. On the NSE, the dai¬ 
ly net traded volume has 
increased from Rs 5 crore in 
1993 to Rs 100 crore at pre¬ 
sent. However, the transfer 
procedures have not chang¬ 
ed. As volumes increase, this 
too might be computerised in 
the near future. 


How the Sensitive Index is Calculated 

i- 

Moat stock exchangee haw a weighted average to stow the state Of 
the market. Changes in the index Show whether markets are. 
depressed or rising. The Bombay Stock Exchange has an index known 
as the Seneex. It was made in 1988 with 1978-79 as the bate year, it 
takes account shares of 30 companies. A weighted average to cal¬ 
culated oi ftese shares on a daily basis. H is calcutoledby computer,and 
can monitor minute to minute changes. Any change in the prices of the 
shares Inctudsd for calculating the Index wtoaltertdA everageandthus 
it to known as the sensitive index. The Max wH gtoe the state oflhemar -‘ 
ket on any given day. A falling index wtfl imply that‘the market to 
depressed aukwhole and when it rises H would mean that most share* 
Inthsmartohav# risen to their prjcee. , W';/, 

Newspapers raped this index daHy. Hma to the rapod of the sen¬ 
sitive index for February 20; 

Open ' High r ; • I#* ' ■ Cfoee , - 

ftjs&Oi 351396 3483.33 ■ ' 348333 

TWs mjaan* that the Sensex openad at 3502.01 and rose briefly 
during the doifbut on the whole the njpritt waadepreeeed. it tel by 18.88 
1 pointsdpriagihfday patateif,te,^p n iise( f. ft s t s oifts merit muWgent 
: investorswIU buy stookawbenlhe.-8Wwto|t' 4Sid^.«ndeMi kriees. - 

, s'aV'-s. s?■',* 't >' 

Bi r. I' iihm I II I. .Mil .. \ II a II mil n .... .. ...i.'.. 
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Screen-based trading is 
also expected to increase vol¬ 
umes further. Investors will 
be able to see the price for 
themselves on a screen and 
make the deal immediately. 
Earlier, there could be a 
price differential from the 
time of the quotation and 
executing the order and this 
led to charges of cheating by 
brokers. As other towns too 
get connected to computer 
networks, trading will be 
facilitated from anywhere in 
the country. 

OTCEI 

S mall investors face a 
host of problems in the 
stock market. They 
have to depend on bro¬ 
kers and there are delays in 
payments as also a doubt 
that the broker fixed the deals 
at the best price. For 
investors living in smaller 
towns, there is also the prob¬ 
lem of access to die stock 
market. To overcome these 
problems, the Over The 
Counter Exchange of India 
(OTCEI) has been set up. 


The exchange was set up 
by a host of financial institu¬ 
tions ICICI, UTI, SBI Caps, 
IFCl IDBI, GIC and LIC. 
Trading at the OTCEI takes 
place through computers 
located at different places. 
Investors may see the quota¬ 
tions and make transactions 
over the counter. It thus offers 
greater freedom to the 
investor. Companies with an 
issued capital between Rs 30 
lakh to Rs 2.5 crore can be list¬ 
ed, but existing companies 
listed on any other exchange 
are not included on the 
OTCEI. Since the exchange 
caters to the needs of small 
investors, it was expected 
that it would expand in vol¬ 
umes and listings. 

But the OTCEI has not 
done well. The exchange has 
been hit by lack of dynamism 
and infighting among pro¬ 
moters. Moreover, the SEBI 
has reformulated its primary 
market rules such that OTCEI 
may be starved for listings. 
Companies too do not like 
the transparency it offers 
and prefer to get listed at 


other exchanges where stock 
prices can be easily manipu¬ 
lated. 

Mutual Funds 

any investors 
prefer the mutual 
fund, which has 
gained populari¬ 
ty in recent years. Funds of 
investors are pooled together 
and he company then makes 
investments in stocks. The 
investor thus has a profes¬ 
sional money manager work¬ 
ing for him and his money 
is secure. A closed end mutu¬ 
al fund has a fixed number 
of shares. Shares of such 
mutual funds arc traded at 
the stock market. An open- 
ended mutual fund means 
that investments vary from 
day to day depending upon 
the funds available. Investors 
may buy shares from the com¬ 
pany or sell it back at he pur¬ 
chase and re-purchase price 
fixed by he company. Open- 
ended mutual funds are not 
listed at the stock market and 
the investor deals with he 
company directly. 

The'price of he shares of 
a mutual fund is fixed around 
he Net Assest Value (NAV) 
of he share. However, he 
performance of he fund 
depends on its money man¬ 
agers and the shares hey buy. 

Mutual funds have 
become very popular since 
1986 when there was only 
one such fund, the Unit Trust. 
Now a number of mutual 
funds, boh in the public as 
well as in he private sector, 
are available to investors. A 
variety of schemes have been 
offered. Investors have put in 
about Rs 60,000 crore into 
mutual funds and his figure 
is expected to grow. 


But mutual funds too 
slide when he market falls. 
The NAVs and market price 
of most mutual funds had 
declined last year because of 
the declining market and sell¬ 
ing shares of some closed aid 
mutual funds has become dif¬ 
ficult. Faced wih poor 
NAVs, funds like Canbank's' 
Canstar and SBI Mutual's 
Magnum Triple have been 
unable to meet commitments 
to investors. 

Fund managers say that 
mutual funds do carry a risk 
but if investors have a long 
term view, he is sure to gain. 
The Association of Mutual 
Funds of India (Amfi) plans to 
launch a communication pro¬ 
gramme, make he funds 
more investor-friendly and 
devise a code of conduct to be 
followed by all funds. 

For investors who do not 
want to invest in stocks 
directly, mutual funds 
remain attrative. But the trick 
is to choose the best funds to 
invest. Now SEBI may step in 
to regulate mutual funds as 
well. The recommendations of 
he NAV committee set up by 
it will result in major change 
in valuation norms and a 
weekly disclosure of NAVs. 

Watchdog of the 
market 

’gUF**' Exchange 
Board of 
* India (SEBI) 

is a watchdog body to keep 
an eye on capital issues. This 
was earlier done under he 
Capital Issues Control Act, 
1947 which was repealed in 
1992. SEBI replaced he Act 
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anna speiK 
Simple and Powerful English 


Dejr ftiend, 

My name is Rg Bapaa I want to invite you 
to raid this page about my new research-based 
powerful course "Bapaa's English Course” i 
You can use this easy course to team quickly 
how to write and speak confidently simple, 
collect, and powerful English 

Frae Sample of 
What You Will Learn 
In one minute, I will teach you how to correctly 
use will/shall We call it Bnptu's™ WUl/SJudl 
Rule This role has two parts 
For speaking, always use will In USA, m 
my 4 yean of stay, I never heard anyone using 

SHALL 

For writing and for exams, use 'LL like I’ll, 
you’ll, he’ll, she’ll, they'll This is a short-cut In 
this way, your sentences will always be correct 
This example shows how iny course will teach 
you simple, correct and powerful English quickly 
A Unique Course 

Bapna’s Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied by others because 
this material is based on our research, and we 
own the copyright and trademarks 

This Course is for You... If 

This course is not for all people It is for you — 

• It you are from non-English medium schools 

• If you con understand English when others speak, 
but you are not sure of correct way to wnte or 
speak English 

• If you sometimes make mistakes or get confused 
when speaking English 

• If you have used traditional books/coaching to 
team English but did not get success 

• If you aie a student, teacher, professoi, doctor, 
engineer, CA, ICWA CS, MBA, scientist musician, 
secretary, phone operator, clerk, house-wife, etc 

• If you are highly mouvated to learn simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly 

I Wat Weak in English 

I was bom in Rajasthan where people are weak m 
English I studied in government non-English 
medium schools So, I was also weak in English 
On my way to Ptlani to join B E . at Chirawa 
railway station I met one P V Reddy from Andhra 
Pradesh who was also going to Pliant to |om B E 
1 started speaking tn Hindi Mr Reddy said *T do 
not know Hindi" It was a surprise and shock for me 
that someone did noi know Hindi 1 had never talked 
in English before and I was not confident of talking 
m English So I said "I do not know English" 


10 

En; 


s points, 


with 

in 


Cl 

iglish So, 1 was worried about my weak English 
thought many books, guides, dictionaries. 


I continued lo worfchfKL 
success in America. I 
a successful slither in- 
offer you this coptNOT 
dream come trap. 



««d became 
Cl am happy to 
liinyaammd 


My first dream w» to teach students “how to 
study and how to u»e more mind power'’ to get 
success pi exams-ondcompetitions. That course has 
changed thousands and thousands of lives unite tart 
8 years. ] wnmore^mudof my research in India 


Our Naw Research 

In English, there ore many ways to say anything. 
Some ways are easy and some are difficult and 
confusing We did researeh lo find which are easy 
ways end which are difficult ways for people from 
non-English medium schools In this process, we 
also discovered that some of (he world's best 
magazines and books use the simple ways of writing 
English This was »n unexpected surprise for our 
research team 

For example, we found that Reader's Digest uses 
sunple way of writing (Because that magazine is far 
English speaking countries, some of the vocabulary 
n difficult for non-English people ) Similarly, 
advertisements also use simple English because u is 
powerful (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupees to develop advertisements ) 

We developed this new course oH)v for people 
from non-English medium schools like you 

Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surely 
understand my course And greatly benefit from «. 
Our belief and experience show that teaching English 
through simple English is better than learning to 
translate why? Because, it helps sludenrs to learn 
to think m English 

The complete course has 5 parts for easy learning 
Fart 1 Essential English 
Part 2 Important and Helpful Usage 
Fart 3 How lo Wnte in a Powerful EfFettive, and 
Rcsull-Oncnted Way 
Fort 4 Advanced Topics 
Fart 5 Mini Spelling Dictionary 

Part I Is so easv ami powerful (hat, by itself, it it 
worth more than the lull pnci for the complete 
course 

Use My Mind Power Expertise 

You may know that I am an expert m the fields of 
Mind Rower, Study Techniques, and Computers I 
have used this knowledge to make my English count 
easy to learn and easy to remember for you 

You begin to improve on the very fiTst day you get 
this course You learn simple and powerful English 
with my course in iwo steps 

Step I Study for I hour per day You cah 
complete it in 2* to 40 days 

Strep 2 For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per week After that, for the next 2 months, 
revise it for I hour per week In this way, yout 
learning will become permanent 

Pocket Cards for Faster Learning 

Keep them ui your pocket to revise in School, in 
college, m bus. in park in playground, or with 
nos 


friend 


i park in. 

So you use time whic 


other people waste 

Improve Fluency 

Being fluent means that you can wnte or speak 
anything in English tn flow without hesitation Some 
people judge you from how fluent j fo u are hi English. 


newspapers 1 even read R K Narayan's novel “The 
Guide" to improve my English I was so foul in 
English that it toclk me one month to finiali it 
tweaked hard, but improvement was very slow 
I even thought of dropping one semester, sitting at, 
home, and learning only English That nine I 
decided "If I become successful in hfe, I will do 
something for people from non-English medium 
schools like myself’' 

Mv Dream Dome Tide 

edfot 


BIO-DATA 

You have the right to know 
about my hfe and experience* 
that explain how 1 achieved 
success myself and why 1 can 
now 



B E, BITS Pilani. M Tech, I1T 
Kharagpur, NTgE scholar 
Rank 5Rnj School fionrd. 

World-famous author. I published 3 computer 
books tn USA mclutfing a best selling book 
"MS-DOS Masters’* catting S27 03 
Increased my reading Speed from 72 to I <>37 
words per impute Whs a member of Society fin 
Accelerated Learning ft Teaching, USA 
Xpert: iompnters, rtudy technique*, mend power 
*y first job lain enhtneer (laid —' 

~-Just 7 yean later. I 



1000 per 


USA as computer expert 
, I returned to India 1 did 
... spend my full time to do 
satdenfs benefit 
|* I also mam Rtetejt, Stttxfcm, Karate, Breaking 


To be fluent, you need to (1) be able to say afamre 
anything in English (2) be sere that your sentence is 
correct. , 

Thu courbe will improve yoor fluency in both 
these ways Remember, floancy helps you to get 
better job or faster pramoaon, and to speak 
confidently at paitie* or wnh friends 

Helpful for Students 

ff a student can team to wnte simple but correct 
English, he can avoid many e anmon mistakes la 
exams, teachers give maiits for correct uesge/answs 
and cut marks for misukes. This course will help 
you to avoid mistakes and get more marks Indus 
way. my course will help you build inundation in 
English for school, college exams and also for IAS, 
Suite Administrative Services, MBAs, GKI TOEFL, 
Clerks. Bank PO, etc 

For You and Your Family 

Today I believe that if someone gave me a 
courae/book half as good as this course, I could lean 
English easily without struggle And without 
watting year* of valuable tune But ifofon w 
that time only ineflecuve books widrtnmdtode < 
rules were available 

I believe fh»t my English course is 
,!& i»^fflejy r >tgd.id..BM study 
in English medium schools 

lust take my English course in yout hands It wit 
surprise you as to how light weight it is But, use it 
for just one hour and you Wilt automatically know 
that my course is worth its weight m gold Why 1 * 
Because it can help you and your family to team 
simple and powerful English quickly and easily 

Should You Join this Course? 

Do you feel that learning to write and speak simp 
and powerful English will make you more confident 
ui speaking'* Or, will it help you to get success fuH 
in youi education, business, or career' 1 Are you 
highly motivated to learn English quickly without 
much hard work? If your answer is yes, then 1 
strongly recommend that you order this course todai 

You and only you know what benefits my course 
can bring in vour life And only you know what yet 
may miss if you do not learn English now 

Timely Action Brings Success 

Du you know that there are two types of persons? 

(1 > A person who thinks, plam „id then waits waits 
and waits But, he does on. t'kc action to be doe* ntt 
get success 

(2) A person who thinks, plans, and take- action 
without waiting So, he gets success 

Now it you want to team simple and powerful Engln 
quickly, then do not Wait Order this course today 


Not av,Tii.-iblo m s‘iop4 


How to Order 

To introduce this powerful course the discount prle 
is very low at Rs 235 only including cost of Registered 
Post (The normal price is Rs 160 so you save Rs 125 1 ) 
you order now) 

If you are a student, I strongly suggest that you duo 
oidrr our courses Mind Fewer Stain Techniques and 
fluid Power Mum 


Name and Dnaoription 

Cede 

IWntPtt 

jtapnas EngH*h Couim 

8S2 

Rs236 


712 

Rd 170 

Both oouinoe Shave 852 end 712 

SR+ 712 

As 390 


You can order in two ways 

(1) Send the total price lo gel by Registered Poet OR 

(2) For VPP, the pnee is Ra 10 more than the total pace 
send roughly hair amount as advance pay remaining 
amount to postman 

To order, go to the bank or non affit e. and quickly 
tend a Money Order or Bank Draft tn the name of 

M-4 Mind Fovyer Ch amb e r s, Sect 4 Highway 
IfiMpar (MfotefUtn) 313002 
Tenets tenet , etetee writs He eeas. new, attunes andP 


In OWfittraBS Men wale ysur name a enemas utme<l)t>! 
tom or MO Iwm OR (t) teak poo Don t land Tmo or IPO 

CnrwrUitbvMPM TMMKttmwka Udmnuriuihdtetonoi 






1 


and was given statutory pow¬ 
ers under die SEBI Act 1992. 
Com-panies must follow SEBI 
guidelines. Though many 
people are of the opinion that 
it has not done enough to 
aafeguand investor interests, 
SEBI has played a crucial role 
to ensure some amount of 
safety in die market. 

However, events in the 
capital market have shown 
that SEBI has been reluctant 
to use its powers. Its reaction 
to the MS Shoes issue in 1995 
as well as the recent Reliance 
controversy have shown that 
SEBI still has a long way to go. 

Many of SEBI guidelines 
axe not enforced. For 
instance, though companies 
are expected to send their 
draft prospectuses for inspec¬ 
tion, few actually do so. 
Investors continue to be tak¬ 
en for a ride by companies 
which overprice their issues. 
Incases where public issues 
are cancelled by SEBI because 
of inadequate disclosures, 
company directors are not 
penalised or prevented to 
float similar companies and 
fool investors. 

The SEBI is becoming 
active after the recent contro¬ 
versies but it is dogged by 
internal problems. Control¬ 
ling the stock market consist¬ 
ing of 900 merchant bankers, 
125 registrars, 5,200 brokers 
and underwriters and scrutin¬ 
ising almost 1,500 company 
prospectuses per year is 
indeed a huge task. The 
watchdog must gear up to it if 
the interests of the investors 
are to be protected. 

SEBI has brought sever¬ 
al erring promoters to book. 
It has also tried to curb price 
manipulation and insider 
(lading by initiating enquiries 


against companies accused of 
rigging their share prices. But 
the riggers come out with 
newer methods of bypassing 
the watchdog. Several com¬ 
mittees have been appointed 
to make the operations more 
transparent. One of them, die 
Malegam committee, has 
already submitted its report. 

Malegam 
Committee report 

T he Malegam commit¬ 
tee was set up to look 
into the matter of dis¬ 
closures in public 
issue prospectuses. Some 
companies present faulty 
accounts and try to paint a 
rosy picture in an effort to rig 
prices of their shares. The 
committee has recommended 
that companies should make 
adjustments in their accounts 
of the provisions that are 
mentioned in the notes on 
accounts. This is an area of 
corruption in balance sheets 
and companies hide impor¬ 
tant information in the audi¬ 
tors' notes, which are not 
read carefully by the investor. 
If implemented rigorously, 
the profits of many companies 
will turn into losses. 

The report further says 
that if there is a change in 
accounting policy, the profits 
must be re-computed to show 
what they must have been in 
case no change in policy took 
place. It stipulates that 
turnover of companies must 
be bifurcated to show prod¬ 
ucts manufactured or traded. 
This will show the true pic¬ 
ture of firms since many of 
them resort to trading to show 
a higher turnover. The com¬ 
mittee has also recommend¬ 
ed that companies making 


public issues should not be 
allowed to disclose future 
profitability. Companies tend 
to inflate their figures and 
often project levels of sales 
and profits which cannot be 
achieved. 

The committee has made 
further recommendations 
about offering shares at a pre¬ 
mium to the public and to 
show the money collected 
from public issues separately. 
If implemented, foe recom¬ 
mendations could bring in 
greater discipline and trans¬ 
parency in public issues and 
less instances of price rig¬ 
ging- 

The Ultimate 
Money Game 

D espite the risks,the 
stock market re¬ 
mains die ultimate 
money game Put¬ 
ting money in bank deposits 
has almost become unfash¬ 
ionable and everybody 
wants a share of the cake. 
An investor will balance his 
need for high return with 
safety. People who pay 
income tax can invest in 
schemes offering tax benefits. 
Investors also like to invest in 
real estate which offers some 
of the highest capital appre¬ 
ciation, and gold, which car¬ 
ries an emotional value. 

The stock market offers 
investment opportunities for 
die small as well as the big 
investor. Salaried employees 
may invest their bonus or 
savings yand see them change 
in value on a daily basis. But 
speculators hope to make 
profits out of daily fluctua¬ 
tions. J , 

For people investing in 
die stock market, a change 


in attitudes and development 
of judgement is absolutely 
necessary. Many people hold 
on to shares in a bull phase 
expecting the market to rise 
further but when it begins to 
faH they sell in a panic at sub¬ 
stantially tower prices. 

Many other investors rely 
an working results of compa¬ 
nies. They rely on fundamen¬ 
tals since a strong company 
will not drop substantially. 
However, in a bear phase, 
shares of all companies 
decline. Others rely on market 
psychology. They use intu¬ 
ition and try to "feel' die pulse 
of the market 

Several books are avail¬ 
able on the subject which help 
guide the investor. But there 
are several tilings that an 
investor can keep in mind 
The first is to have diversi¬ 
fied investments. Shares 
should be balanced out 
among financially strong blue 
chip companies and those 
expected to rise but have high 
risks. There should be no 
emotion here and if a compa¬ 
ny begins to decline, shares 
should be sold without think¬ 
ing twice. Bucking traditional 
wisdom, it is preferable to buy 
shares when markets are in a 
bear phase. 

Finally, it may be said 
that the stock market is also 
a matter of luck. The most 
intelligent guesses can go 
wrong; the most detailed 
analysis can go haywire. The 
stock market is a risky place. 
But it is tiie risk that pushes 
many people—risk and 
returns, Three is the famous 
saying;nhigher the risk, high¬ 
er will be the profit 
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ESSAY 

Small Scale Sector: 
Problems & Challenges 


nHHE phenomenal growth of small scale 
x sector is a significant feature of 
planned economic development ift devel¬ 
oping countries. Relevance of small sector 
in our society is mote as it constitutes the 
key link in die process of socio-economic 
transaction and has become an effective in¬ 
strument of progress and development, in 
terms of industrialisation of rural areas, as 
well as a measure of tackling the problems 
of unemployment plaguing the country. 
Small scale industries have numerous ad¬ 
vantages like lesser capital per unit 
of output and employment, low gesta¬ 
tion period, dispersal of industrial base, 
utilisation of local available resources, 
including raw material and labour. 
Small sector companies comprise 95 per 
cent of total industrial units in the coun¬ 
try, accounting for 40 per cent of indus¬ 
trial production, over 80 per cent of in¬ 
dustrial employment and about 35 per 
cent of export. It is producing more than 
7400 items 

Finance is one of the most crucial 
input required for development and 
growth of this sector. A unit in this sector 
is ventured into with limited financial 
resources. Notwithstanding the contribu¬ 
tion of small sector, their proportionate 
share of total volume of credit available is 
on lower side. Security-oriented banking 
has been haunting small entrepreneurs. 
The bureaucratic set-up in financial sys¬ 
tem forces them to rely an friends and rela¬ 
tives. Delay in project implementation and 
cost escalation is the result. Since die fi¬ 
nance sector is largely under die govern¬ 
ment control in our country, a single 
window finance system on all* India basis 
is much desired. ThsTpohey'Jneasures of 
1991, emphasising-' shjfrf in. focus from 
subsidised crediL'ta'jnsWktfequate and 


timely flow of credit, for short and long 
term, is yet to have an impact. Small In¬ 
dustrial Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) has recently decided to try out a 
whole new approach to financing, by 
teaming up with commercial banks, 
which, it is expected, will ease finance to 
this sector. 

Technology is also an area of chal¬ 
lenge for small sector units. The com¬ 
parative advantages of this sector are 
being eroded with the advent of new 
technology. Liberalisation, which has 
opened the doors to unrestricted com¬ 
petition, is also exerting pressure. Small 
units'cannot afford expensive R & D 
division as in large units. Infact, inad¬ 
equate in house product, equipment and 
process research is putting small units 
in back seat. Foreign technology,.which 
is fit for scale economics, is also not 
suitable. A reoriented programme of 
modernisation and technological 
upgradation, aimmg at improving pro¬ 
ductivity, efficiency and cost effective¬ 
ness in small sector, is the need of the 
hour. 

Inspite of the vast domestic market, 
marketing remains a problem area for the 
small sector Large units are entering the 
activities clearly set aside for small sector, 
forcing the later to face tough competi¬ 
tion. It needs to be checked. Secondly, with 
limited resources, it is not possible for 
them to expand market potential on their 
own. India has been following specific 
assistance programmes in domestic mar¬ 
keting through four devices: price prefer¬ 
ences, purchase reservations, andllary 
development and sub-contracting ex¬ 
change. Small scale units are Supplying 
tiwfr'products mainly to die institutional 
buyers whereas organised sector caters 


their finished output to the retailers. Much 
needs to be done to develop more link¬ 
age between small and organised sector 
units, to further tap the domestic retail 
outlets and export markets which have 
great potential. Taking benefits of 
liberalisation this sector can pursue mar¬ 
keting tie ups with multinational com¬ 
panies to sell their own products under 
multinational brands. Industrial associa¬ 
tion should have representatives from 
small sectors with them on their foreign 
trips to promote exports Of products and 
technology developed by this sector. 

The government has to play an ac¬ 
tive role in providing infrastructure fa¬ 
cilities like power, water, roads 
communication, building etc Industrial 
estates programme made a rapid 
progress in small units, especially in 
urban areas. This programme, however, 
has been ineffective in rural areas, where 
it was expected to act as focal point for 
growth. The main cause of failure has 
been lack of additional infrastructure in 
form of regular supply of raw material, 
power and water, good and cheap means 
of transportation. The infrastructural 
package in rural area has to be complete 
in itself. Only then there can be stronger 
linkage between agriculture and indus¬ 
try. 

The survival of the small sector 
much depends on increasing its competi¬ 
tive strength by following scientific 
methods of management, innovative 
methods of cost reduction and produc¬ 
tion of quality products and services. 1b 
enable die entrepreneurs to concentrate 
on productive activities the government 
should simplify the procedures, reduce 
bureaucratic controls and provide proper 
and effective infrastructural support. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Economic Survey 1995-96 


The Economic Survey for 1995-96 ad¬ 
vocates continuing reforms and fiscal 
stabilisation measures for sustaining high 
growth of output and employment. It 
toasts of a strong economic recovery since 
1991-92 but warns that it cannot be sus¬ 
tained unless fiscal and revenue deficits 
are reduced. The Survey takes upon itself 
the task of reviewing not just the last year 
but the last five years of Congress rule. 
While dramatic change in economic policy 
has been achieved during this time, critics 
pointed out that it was a blinkered survey 
and should have focussed attention more 
on the unfinished tasks rather than self- 
congratulation. 

The Survey sets out a future agenda 
of reforms. This includes changes in exist¬ 
ing labour legislation, commercialisation 
of government undertakings and phased 
liberalisation of existing administered pric¬ 
ing systems in key energy sectors like coal 
and petroleum. It is, however, silent on 
insurance sector reforms and the issue of 
removing licensing restrictions on con¬ 
sumer durable imports. 

The reforms agenda includes an in¬ 
crease in public savings to increase national 
investment. It makes out a strong case for 
higher revenue buoyancy from tax reforms 
and a curb on low priority expenditure. 
Thedocumcnt devotes considerable atten¬ 
tion to the measures undertaken by the 
government to protect the poor from the 
depreciatory effects of reforms. 

There is a new chapter on capital and 
money markets and environmental con¬ 
cerns are reflected in chapters on infrastruc¬ 
ture and social sectors. A gender focus is 
also visible. 

Election Year Survey: The Economic 
Survey paints a rosy picture of the 
economy. Real GDP increased by 6.3 per 
cent in 1994-95 and is expected to increase 


by 6.2 per cent in 1995-96. Industry grew 
by 8.6 per cent in 1994-95 and is expected 
to grow by 12 per cent in 1995-96. The 
inflation rate, measured by the wholesale 
price index was.10.4 per cent in 1994-95. 
Till January 1996, the increase in this in¬ 
dex was 5 per cent and this has been kept 
down by curtailing money supply. The 
fiscal deficit is expected to be 5.5 per cent 
according to estimates. 

The Survey relics on questionable 
Planning Commission estimates showing 
that the percentage of people below pov¬ 
erty line were just 19 per cent in 1993-94 
However, the "new economic policy" did 
not have any anti-poverty focus till re¬ 
cently and the poverty estimate may be 
seriously flawed. 

GDP slipped only in the first reform 
year and has subsequently grown at an 
average rate of 5.7 per cent annually, 
higher than the eighth plan target of 5.6 
per cent. The fiscal deficit remains to be 
high but is now below 6 per cent. Foreign 
currency reserves cover five months im¬ 
ports against barely two earlier, exports 
have increased to around 11 per cent of 
GDP. But there is a niggling doubt about 


How the Rupee Comes 


Internal Borrowing: 

23 P 

Non-debt capital Receipts 

5 P 

Non-tax revenue: 

14 P ‘ 

External Borrowings: 

IP , 

Borrowings from 


RBI (90 days 


Treasury Bills): 

2 P ' 

Corporation Tax: 

8 P ' 

Income Tax: 

7 P ' 

Customs: 

19 P ' 

Excise: 

20 P 

Other Tax : 

IP 


the claims: if the economy is strong, why 
is the rupee depreciating? It is also felt 
that inflation cannot be controlled for a 
very long period and may rise after the 
elections. 

Infrastructure: The Economic Survey 
has said that public sector enterprises need 
j to formulate their long term corporate 
! plans to include strategic alliances with 
j domestic and foreign partners to improve 
i their financial position. It has called 'or 
; deregulating and privatising infrastructure 
I services to ensure competition and for 
i protecting the inteiest of consumers. 

Infrastructure sectors have shown 
| promising performance during the year. 

| Electricity generation was up 9.9 per cent. 
1 crude oil production by 11 6 per cent and 
| new telephone connections by 32 5 per 
j cent, for the period Apnl-September, 1995 
j The six infrastructural industries of dec- 
| tricity, coal, steel, cement, crude oil and 
i petroleum products recorded a growth of 
8.9 per cent during the period, up Irom 
7.4 per cent in the corresponding period 
last year. 

There was, however, a shortfall in ad¬ 
ditional power generating capacity dur- 


How the Rupee Coes 


Interest: 

25 P 

Defence: 

12 P 

Subsidies: 

6 P 

States' share of 


Taxes & Duties: 

15 P 

State & UT plan 


Assistance: 

8 P 

Central Plan: 

13 P 

Non-Plan 


Assistance to 


Stales & UTs; 

8 P 

Other non-plan 


expenditure: 

13 P 
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BUDGET AT A GLANCE 



Rs crore 

1 994-95 

T995 96 

1995-% 

1996-97 


Actuals 

Budget 

RcPhcd 

Budget 



bstmate*. 

l ‘.hmatci, 

intimates 

Revenue Ree eipts 

91083 

100787 

11019] 

127162 

Capital Receipts 

68695 

66364 

65213 

69862 

Total Receipts 

159778 

167151 

175404 

197024 

Non-Plan Lxpenditure 

113361 

123651 

134320 

151503 

Plan Fxpendituie 

47378 

48500 

48684 

50521 

Total Expenditure 

160739 

172151 

183004 

202024 

Revenue Deficit 

31029 

35541 

33331 

33495 

Budget Deficit 

961 

5000 

7600 

5000 

I isral Defu it 

57704 

57634 

64010 

62404 

Primary Deficit 

13655 

5634 

12010 

2404 


sugar, where production reached a retort 
146 lakh tonnes automobiles with a turn 
over of Rs 22,000 croie, electronics, whici 
saw a giowth of 17 per cent, and tc tile 
export, which grew by 25 3 per cent ou 
the previous year to Rs 31,336 crort Ihi 
small scale sector whit h contnbu tes 40 pe 
cent in themanufactunng sector grew a 
101 per cent duiing the year 

Debt The Economic Survey has ex 
pressed concern over the government' 
relatively low capacity to sen ice externa 
debt, which in its view has made it vul 
nerable to external shot ks It points ou 
that India's exports as a percentage of GUI 
is about 9 per rent Debt sen ice payment 
as a percentage of exports was 25 1 pe 
cent in 1993-94, which remains high b' 


mg the \ i ar against a taigot of 1234 3 mw 
ot capacity addition during Apul-Decem- 
bt r 1993 th» it tuaJ addition was harclv I 
510 1 mu 

Financial Sector Reforms The Survo 
sod that tnnnuai sectoi utorms hut to 
be acceluatcd to make India a competi¬ 
tive fotu in international markt ts A wider 
and dec per gov c rnment sc t unties mat M t j 
and a debt maiket wen pit iiqnisiti s lor 
a modi m s\stc m ot money management 
and an essentivl element in developing a 
long In in debt market 

It pointed out that inflow (iom lor- 
cign rmannal Institutions (III) showed 
‘honggrowth m the thud quaiIt r of 19°5- 
9t> Some major capital maiket letoim 
wok earned out and bFBI was empow- ( 
ered to icgulate all market intermediaries 
Howevi r moie retoims would be neces ( 
sarv to integrate our financial markt ts with 
the international market 

Foodgrains f oodgram production is 
hkclv to decline by 0 6 per t ent in 1995-96 
against last \ear's recoid output of 191 
million tonnes accorduiglotheEconomic I 
Survey Hie production is lowei because j 
of a drop m nee output in Punjab and 
Haryana on account of late rainfall 

The Survey has noted that Indian 
agriculture has become globally competi- 
tive Non-basmati rice exports have in- I 
creased and the document hopes that 
flouculture and horticulture too will live 
up to their export potential Rice produc¬ 
tion is expected to be 80 million tonnes 


against 81 1 million tonnes last year 
Industrial growth Industrial growth 
was 12 per tent for the period Aprtl-Sep- 
tembtr 1995 compand to 8 6 per cent for 
the same period last year Policy changes 
such as removal ot barneis, reduction ot 
areas reserved loi the public sectoi, 
liberalisation of foreign policy and leduc 
turn of duties have resulted in a boost to 
the mdustrial sector 

The Index of Industrial Production 
(IIP) registered a giowth of If Jb pei cent 
in September 1995 Jhe Survey said that 
m the publi sector Ks 10,500 crore had 
been disimcTeti to financial institutions 
mutual funds and live public since July 1991 
Ihc fast gtow mg industries of 1994-95 were 


international standards and is hig |lf t tivai 
other developing countues The suive' 
points out that extei nal debt at the end o 
March 1995 was $ 99 01 billion si nvmg 
shaip increase from S 92 07 billion at th 
end of Mareh 1994 Estimates tor end Sep 
tember show that it dec lined by $ 5 20 bil 
lion and is about $ 93 84 billion F\tern<= 
debt as a percentage of (*l)P dee lined t 
29 4 per cent at the end ot September dow i 
trom 33 per cent last veai 

Domestic debt is also increasing Th 
Feonomic Survey has conceded that th 
gov ernment has locked itself into me diur 
and long term borrowings in a high lr 
teiest late situation Loans nicuased b 
Rs 19 879 <rore tomapred with Rs 14,59 
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1995-% ECONOMIC SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS 

* Overall economic growth is projected at 6.2%. 

* Fiscal deficit pegged at 5.5% of GDP 

* Gross domestic savings set a new record at 24.4% of GDP last year. 

* Current account deficit in balance of payments projected at 1.5%. 

* Foreign currency reserves at $ 16.3 bn on Jan 31,1996. 

* Industrial growth rate of above 10% expected. 

* Foodgrain production expected to dip at 190 mn tonnes from 191 mn tonnes 
last year. 

* Annual rate of inflation drops to 5% at end January, 1996. 

* External debt averages $ 2.2 bn between March 31,1991 and September 30,1995. 

* Foreign direct investments register 100% growth per annum between 1992-93 
and 1994-95. 

* Private savings register highest level reaching 22.7%. of GDP. 

* Real gross capital formation rises to 24.9% of GDP with 1994-95 constant 
prices. 


crore in 1994-95. 

Social Sector In the education sec¬ 
tor, despite increased outlays of Rs 1,825 
crore in 1995-96, the Survey notes that 
the school dropout rates though declin¬ 
ing, continue to be high. Seeing the poor 
enrolment of girls, the government has 
decided to give the DPEP a specific gen¬ 
der focus. But the Survey says that bet¬ 
ter targetting of funds is needed. There 
is a need to involve the private sector to 
increase the level of people's involve¬ 
ment. 

Challenges Ahead: The Economic 
Survey is a document of achievements 
of the government. The trends of eco¬ 
nomic growth, inflation, balance of pay¬ 
ments, external debt, industrial 
production and even the tentative fig¬ 
ures of poverty reduction, are impres¬ 
sive. But the progress made so far should 
be a platform for challenges ahead. "The 
task of economic reform is far from 
over," it says. It makes a case for more 
foreign investment and says that fears 
of foreign companies swamping our 
production were unfounded. It says that 
FD1 should rapidly increase to levels 
comparable with China's $ 30 billion per 
year. 

The other challenges are equally im¬ 
portant: reduction of fiscal deficit, 
disinvestment in the public sector, im¬ 
provements in infrastructure, agricul¬ 
tural reform, improvement of primary 
education and universal health care. 


VOTE ON ACCOUNT 19% 

The interim budget for 1996-97 pre¬ 
sented by Dr Marunohan Singh is mainly 
a holding operation. There are no tax pro¬ 
posals and no changes in the custom and 
excise structures, The budget is marked 
by increased outlay for the rural sector, 
higher food and fertiliser subsidy and an 
increase in defence allocation. It is basi¬ 
cally a populist exercise done with the 
forthcoming elections in mind. 

Deficit: After five years of reform, the 
fiscal deficit is still high. Dr Singh had 
told the IMF that this would be reduced 
to 3.4 per cent, but it is significantly higher 
at 5.9 per cent, higher than the 5.5 per cent 
estimated in the original budget. The pri¬ 
mary deficit this year is now estimated at 
Rs 12,010 crore against a budgeted Rs 5,634 
crore. The next year's estimates for the 
primary deficit is Rs 2,404 crore; few will 
believe the claim that it will indeed be at 
that level. The budget deficit for the year 
is Rs 7,600 crore. 

Revenue: On the collections side, tax 
revenue touched Rs 81,088 crore, which 
represents a rise of Rs 6,714 crore over the 
budget estimates of Rs 74,374 crore. There 
has been a significant rise in customs rev¬ 
enue to touch Rs 35,532 crore as per the 
revised estimates for 1995-96 against a 
target of Rs 29,500 crore. Central excise 
duties have fallen,short of the target by 
Rs 1,780 crore, reaching only Rs. 41,000 
crore. The government expects the 


realisations to pick up in the coming year 
to Rs 46,124 crore. 

The total revenue receipts for 1995-% 
touched Rs 110,191 crore exceeding the 
target of Rs 100,787 crore. 

Defence: The defence allocation of 
Rs 27,819 crore marks an increase of Rs 
940 crore over the revised expenditure of 
Rs 26,879 crore for 1995-96. The rise in de¬ 
fence budget was substantial keeping in 
view that Rs 1,379 crore was added to the 
original budget estimate of Rs 25,500 crore. 

Rural Development; Increased allo¬ 
cation of Rs 8,692 crore for rural develop¬ 
ment has been proposed. With this, the 
total expenditure of Rs 33,400 crore dur¬ 
ing the eighth plan on rural development 
programmes marks a three-fold increase 
over the actual expenditure durmg the 
seventh plan expenditure of Rs 11,000 cr jre 
in this sector Particular emphasis would 
be on the girl child and imparting a strong 
vocational bias to secondary education. 
There would also be emphasis on modern 
science and technology to ensure a mini¬ 
mum growth rate of 4 per cent in agricul¬ 
ture. Efforts would be made to increase 
the productivity of dry land agriculture 
and ecologically fragile regions. 

Social Sector: The total expenditure 
on social services has been increased by 
Rs 1,141 crore than the Rs 8,839 crore 
budgeted in 1995-96. 

The Indira Awas Yojna has been in¬ 
creased from Rs 389 crore in 1995-96 to 
Rs 970.74 crore in 1996-97 so as to provide 
more than 10 lakh houses. The allocation 
for National Social Assistance Programme 
has been almost doubled from Rs 550 crore 
in 1995-96 to Rs 932 crore in 1996-97. A 
provision of Rs 448 crore has been made 
for the Million Wells Scheme so that the 
small and marginal farmers who are be¬ 
low the poverty line are provided with 
remunerative assets to meet their water 
needs. Last years' allocation was Rs 221 
crore, showing a doubling of expenditure. 
A provision of Rs 1,970 crore has been 
made for the Employment Assurance 
, Scheme. 1 

To ensure that the mid-day scheme 
does not sitffef, Rs 1 880'crore exjJenditure 
on education haS'Bk en prop osed. Abput 
'72 million' Children are expected to Ben-, 
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efit from tius programme. 

Subsidies: Subsidy for food was en¬ 
hanced by 5 per cent to Rs 5,774 crore and 
for fertiliser by 9,1 per cent to Rs 6,800 
core in 1996-97 against the revised esti¬ 
mates of Rs 5,500 crore and Rs 6,235 crore 
respectively for 1995-96. Both food and 
fertiliser subsidies continued to add pres¬ 
sure on fiscal deficit and the revised esti¬ 
mates are higher because of increase in 
input costs, higher releases and interna¬ 
tional prices. 

Non-Plan Expenditure: The total non¬ 
plan expenditure during 1996-97 is esti¬ 
mated to be Rs 151,503 crore compared to 
Rs 134,320 crore in the revised estimates 
for the current year. This is particularly 
worrisome and the government has not 


been able to introduce fiscal discipline or 
a control in its spending. Interest burden 
of Rs 60,000 crore is a major contributor to 
non-plan expenditure. Though the gov¬ 
ernment plays this down, the rising inter¬ 
est burden is also a cause of alarm. 

An eye on elections: Dr Singh has 
drawn up a list of good things in his bud¬ 
get, in preparation perhaps for the elec¬ 
tions. The GDP growth rate is 6.2 per cent 
and is expected to rise to 7 or 8 per cent. 
Employment generation will increase to 
10 million jobs annually as compared to 7 
million now. Inflation has been brought 
down from 17 per cent in August 1991 to 
less than 5 per cent in February 1996. The 
achievements listed and the bright picture 
of the future are however; a veiled exhor¬ 


tation to the voters to'seek their support 
on the basis of these figures. 

On the flip side, theclaims about tire , 
economy cannot be taken at face value. 
The revised estimate of the budget deficit 
for 1995-96 is actually more than 50 per 
cent higher than projection. There was 
unexpected mobilisation of Rs 1,850 gore 
from telecom license fees and increase in 
custom duty collections due to an increase 
in imports and the rupee's devaluation. 

Vote-on-Account: This being an elec¬ 
tion year. Dr Singh has presorted a vote-on- 
account budget. The principle underlying 
this is that it is improper for a government 
which is finishing its term to force a budget 
on its successor. The idea of a vote-on-ao- 
count is to enable the government to meet 
expenditure during the first four months of. 
1996-97. The Constitution does not allow a 
government whose term of office is to end in 
the first six months of the financial year to 
present a budget. Thus increased outlays for 
the rural sector and populist schemes vio-- 
late that spirit and may in effect be attempts 
. to influence the voter. 

Criticism: In his speech. Dr Singh said 
that "constitutional propriety" had held 
him back from announcing new 
programmes. The idea of not presenting a 
j budget before the general elections also 
I acknowledges the fact that a government 
may be tempted to announce populist 
schemes in an attempt to influence tire 
electorate. The budget document gives the 
impression that Dr Singh has not resisted 
the temptation to do so. 

It was also pointed out that the govern¬ 
ment had made use of un-verifiable estimates 
to blow its trumpet The figures of poverty 
and of gross domestic investment seemed to 
be inflated. The deficit was still out of con¬ 
trol, inspite of assurances of the finance 
minister: During tire last five years tire gov¬ 
ernment consumed borrowed funds, a case 
of living beyond means. 

Interestingly, Dr Singh's vision seems 
to have changed since 1991 when he took 
over. At that time, it Was to liberalise trade, 
and investment. Today he seems to be more 
concerned with social sectors and poverty 
eradication, showing thathe has tried to add: 
a "human face" to his calculations. The po¬ 
litical compulsions are more titan obvious. 


Gross national product 
(Rs thousand crore) 

At current prices 
At 1980-81 prices 
Gross domestic product 
(Rs thousand crore) 

At current prices 
At 1980-81 prices 
Agricultural 
Production 

Grains production 
(nullum tonnes) 
Industrial production 
Electricity generated 
(Bn Kwh) 

Wholesale price index 
Consumer price 
index (or industrial 
workers 

Money supply (M3) 

(Rs thousand crore) 
Imports at current prices 
(Rs crore) 

(US S million) 

Exports at current prices 
Foreign currency assets 
(Rs crore) 

(US $ mUlkm) 

Exchange rate 


KEY INDICATORS 

1992-93 1993-94P 

Absolute Value 


618.4 

708.5 

220.1 

230.1 

630.2 

723.1 

224.9 

236.1 

151.5 

156.0 

179.5 

184.3 

218.9 

232.0 

301.1 

323.5 

233.1 

258.3 

243 

267 

366.8 

434.4 

63375 

73101 

21882 

23306 

20140 

47287 

6434 

15068 


1994-95P 

1995-96P 

839.5Q 

NA 

245.6Q 

261.IE 

854.IQ 

NA 

251 .QQ 

266.5E 

164.1 

163.9A 

191.1 

190.0A 

252.0 

262.6 

351.0 

281.5 

285.2 

298.0 

293 

317 

530.8 

570.2 

89971 

86064 

28654 

26292 

66006 

59540 

20809 

16317 


(Rs/USS) 


28.96 


31.37 


i.i 


31.40 


33.03 


Note: Grass, natijpfifd product and Gran domestic product figures are at factor cost. 

A-anticipated; .P-jftoyjaiotwl; Q-Quick estimates; E-Advance estimates; NAiNot available 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Public Interest Litigation 


Vie hatvnln vandal wludi um exposed 
by a Public bums l Litigation ha brought , 
the focus to mi instrument that makes jushu 
available to all including the poorest people | 
m our somty 4 pntaird sent from a person 
in bonded lube ur 01 from illegal confinement j 
ora tn Iiih clmm'nr can aituHite the courts In 
itself it ofti's help to the wluLi seeturns of 
society elm 'un\ no other means for remedy 
lie on i there is a feel ng tlui' the in I 
shun a t has been hwiahsed and has degm 1 
natid in' > a toe I hr busybohes I’ll ui is 
have bun fed foi tin most trivial muses 
sm h a d /n al of girbagt in Delhi I Ins is 
defended 01 die itlier hand tn/ pointing out 
flint a nti e i has no otht t option a In n the 1 
gehenvieiit dots not do tin functions it i 
supj Nil 'o do I’ll thus is the last usorl of 
cdmis of tile unin hy 

ill t ultm look ul tin piddle inhlist 
I tiga'ieii and the at delimits on both ulis of 
tin question It also examines tie unites 
thill nii na id PI I eases will gin rise to 
unit am ul el ni In ml activism etliih eh nil 
mg the mtible c ms heard in iunit t me 

P iiWllC Interest litigation (Pli) has 
been brought in the spotlight bv tin 
hawala scandal which would not,have 
been exposed but tor such a litigation 
Incited 'U h litigation has been unit as 
ing m iinpoihint e\er sinu tin Supimu 
Comic unt up with PI1 after the Tmcr 
gonev i i tool meant to ensuri iiistiu loi 
the undt i pu\ il< geei and the marginalised 
Path bicat mg judgements on issuts such 
as aim < I human i ights and the eni iron 
mt nl hav i In i n deli\ert d 

Pit i i |udn lal remedy and dispenses 
with th ntinupli of /ouis standi in mit 
Urs tit | ublu interest An\ citizen, who 
may nn bt directly aggmved, can ap¬ 
proach li t (ourt tor the larger interest of 
soiict\ In PM Swamt Agmve>h ot the 


Bandhun Mukh Monha tiled such a peti- slurry from the colhen When this was 
tion on behali of bonded labouiers m the discontinued, a PH was filed for purely 
stone quarries of Tandabad The Multiple personal reasons 

Action Resiaich Group was able to help PILis also misused bv activists There 

four tribal tienagtis who had remained l has for instance, been a prayer to take 
undertriais for 8 years in a Bihar jail | back the territory lost to Pakistan re 
Anothei group ’( ommon Cause could | move the judge w ho negotiated thi re 
muoasi junsion of people who had n lease of Mufti Mohammed havered s 
hied before Apul 1 1479 though a go\ daughter, and also remove the Prime 
emnunloidet did soonl\ toi peopli who Minister and Home Minister At other 
had reti 11 d before that date times PH s have been filed by activists 

P1Lh.e mdted benefited thousands tor personal benefits Certain tnviion 
e>l poot people but whal is important in mentahsts foi instance have bun talk 
this litigation s th it it should piotu t the I ing of community lights in national 
public interut I he C ourt has c xplaincd paik, it i-> pointed out that they do so 
that public interest doc*- not naan that in the hope of getting benefit'' in tin 
which is inlcic‘ting oj gratify uig eiuios ^ parks I hi lights ot the pool people are 
ity oi a Ic'vc of informationoi anuisenunt used as a mas! in sue h campaigns 1 i 
but that tn wludi i ilas'- oi community nally Pll is tiled merely toi tmolous 
hue a pceumaiy mluesteirsome interest nasons 

by yihieb their kgtl rights oi liabilities Incited I’ll dots not help the jx>or 

ar aiteete d today as much as it lie Ips the middle class 

Ilowciti the iiidiuaiy cannot inlci and the activists It is used mon to rem 

k rc with routine aelmuustiation A i’ll in tdy the jiolilieal gov e tname uid tight toi 

the Nndhia Might unit wanted Ihelicense luption Some people file PIL s toi lack ot 

to l meal prou ismg unit should be with am thing to cio hoping to gain a little 

di twn sinec it would ck|>lete the cattle publicity out ol the effort 
p puliUin 1 hi petition was rejected The | Delhi Univeisity law piuftssor 
coml otisened that fundamental rights Farmanand Singh conducted a suru>\ in 
eoulo be upheld not sentimental objec- | 1491and found that Pll had bun hijacked 
lion. It also cautioned tint Pll was a from the poor He found that there was 
weipon that should be handled with great I not n single notable Pit eonremmg the 
i an and cm umsputu n i poor or the oppressed Ac cm ding to him, 

[ PIL is initialed and contiolled by elites 

Misuse of PIL afld is governed by their own priorities 

and choices' 

W HI1 f Pll is a tool to help impov er- lustice SR Pandhian came down 

ehe d i lasses, there are tears that it on the abuse ot PII which was meant to 

is being misused by people for filing eases be lor the underprivileged He said that 

for pemonal benefit In 1941 a PIL was 'busybodies, meddlesome interlopers, 

tiled to direct a colliery m bihar to stop wayfarers and officious intervenors" 

dischargmg sluiry into the Rokaro river were misusing the facility and had no 

It was disrov ered that the petitioner was public interest except personal profit or 

a businessman who had been purchasing , gam He said that such people wear the 
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mask of public interest and file vexa¬ 
tious and frivolous petitions. 

Recent Pit cases 

I f was Justice P.N. Bhagwati, who retired 
n 1986, who used to convert postcards 
and letters into PILs. "This was to vindi¬ 
cate the rights of weaker sections because 
I found that justice was totally denied to 
them by our legal system", he says. In¬ 
deed, social interest litigations gained a 
new high when he became the Chief Jus¬ 
tice. 

In 1995, Chandraswami was stopped 
from going abroad on a PIL filed by a 
lawyer. Corruption in the allotment of gov¬ 
ernment houses was sought to be exposed 
by another PIL case. As a result of this, 72 
VIPs were served eviction notices. Shiela 
Kaul, the Minister for Urban Development, 
was dropped from the ministry as a result of 
a controversy arising out of the housing 
scam. 

A P3L was filed regarding the re¬ 
port of the Vohra committee, which had 
talked of a politician-criminal nexus in 
the country. The government had tabled 
a harmless report full of generalities and 
it was alleged that certain annexures had 
been left out. The government says that 
no portion of the report was held back. 
The court is considering whether the 
government should be asked to file the 
reports received by the Vohra commit¬ 
tee, from investigating agencies. 

In another PIL filed by consumer 
rights activist H.D. Shourie, the court has 
asked political parties to file their income 
tax returns. Political parties are not liable 
to pay much income tax, but few main¬ 
tain audited accounts as required by the 
law. This might just bring in accountabil¬ 
ity in the area of political fund gathering. 
The Telecom tender case was also brought 
into focus by petitions charging that the 
privatisation was loaded in favour of pri¬ 
vate licensees. 

Though PIL has been around since 
1977, it is now that the court is exerting 
pressure on government bodies to do their 
work. In the past, the court has been deal¬ 


ing only with custodial deaths and other 
forms of human rights violations. Envi¬ 
ronmental decisions were handed down, 
closing industries and mines. It was only 
natural that the court would take up cor¬ 
ruption cases in its purview too, specially 
when the public interest was blatantly 
sacrficed when leaders took bribes. 

The recent cases show that the trend 
of PIL has changed to a great extent from 
what it was intended to be. This has led to 
some criticism from several quarters. 

Criticism of PIL 

0 ,NE controversial judgement relates to 
directions by the court to the Delhi 
municipality to solve the city's garbage 
collection problems. It suggested that the 
government could advertise and entrust 
die task to a private agency. The judge¬ 
ment bordered on interfering with execu¬ 
tive functions and critics mentioned that 
the court was taking upon itself the task 
of the government. But if the executive 
does not do its job, does not the citizen 
have the right to approach the court? 
Former Supreme Court Justice Krishna 
Iyer says, "Had the executive been more 
responsive and responsible, the court 
would have hesitated to tread territory 
which does not normally belong to it." In 
other words, the court is intervening only 
because the executive has become ineffec¬ 
tive. 

Another criticism is that directions of 
the court are often disregarded. In the case 
in which Swarm Agnivesh freed several 
bonded labourers, the court had issues 21 
directives against the stone crushers. Seven 
years later, a committee appointed by the 
court found that the conditions were much 
the same. Hie directives had simply not 
been implemented. 

Cases such as this have brought the 
criticism that respect for courts too could 
be eroded. The whole issue of judicial ac¬ 
tivism is.questioned. Critics say that courts 
have no business to direct the government 
to implement a principle. 

PIL has indeed been trivialised by 
publicity gimmicks for a variety of things. 


Autobiographies are sought to be banned, 
rations are sought to be supplied to ter¬ 
rorists holed up in Hazratbal and social 
activists have filed for environmental con¬ 
cerns. In many cases, selfish motives are 
evident. This can not serve public interest 
by any stretch of imagination. 

Whatever the criticisms, it cannot 
be denied that but for the persistence of 
the court, the large scale bribery scan¬ 
dal in Indian politics would not have 
been exposed. While extreme forms of 
judicial activism may attract some criti¬ 
cism, in certain areas the activity of the 
court can only be welcome. This has 
become imperative since the institutions 
that are supposed to protect democracy, 
the executive and the press, do not take 
up the issues. 

Future of PIL 

A S long as the government does its 
functions, citizens must have a right. 
to approach the courts. In some cases, PIL 
has indeed helped the poor. But if PIL 
increases and goes into other areas, there 
is danger that the works of the courts 
may suffer. In his speech at the Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies, Chief Jus¬ 
tice A.M. Ahmadi said that the PIL 
movement was one of the factors respon¬ 
sible for increasing the burden of the 
Court. Thousands of cases are pending 
before the courts all over India. It is 
feared that justice in PIL cases may re¬ 
sult in further delay of routine justice. 

Should PIL be limited to the poor? 
Experts do not agree that it should be lim¬ 
ited. When government is guilty of der¬ 
eliction of duty and when it flouts its own 
procedures, the people of India deserve 
the right to seek remedial action There is 
thus no doubt that the court will have to 
address itself to issues of corruption. PIL 
should definitely not be limited. A pun¬ 
ishment should be fixed for the frivo¬ 
lous petitions or those which have an 
element of personal benefit. With India 
going global, it is expected that PIL will 
only increase in importance in the com¬ 
ing years. 
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ARTICLE 


The Election-year Economics 


Since the Ran government took the 
reigns of the nation in 1991, the process of 
xonnmic reform* was mitintcit in the coiin- 
try. Nehruvian philosophy of mixed and 
socialistic economy was considered to be out¬ 
dated. The public sector, which was hitherto 
considered to he a cornerstone in the public 
policy, wits relegated to an insignificant 
position. Age old policy of controls and 
licencing was done away with and was re¬ 
placed by the new policy of liberalisation, 
decontrols awl dclncncing. Rest i id ion* on 
the foreign capital were removed and the 
government has pursued the policy of invit¬ 
ing more and more foreign capital. Everyone 
seems to be concerned with the foreign ex¬ 
change reserves, fiscal deficit, growth of 
exports, government expenditure, 
disinvestment of public sector equity and 
control of inflation. However, during the first 
four years of reform*, everyone appeared to 
have forgotten nlxnit half of our population 
represented by the millions of people living 
below poverty line 

W ITH the elections drawing nearer the 
policy suddenly changed. Welfare of 
the poor and down-trodden became the 
most important targets of economic policy 
The hitherto forgotten, overnight became 
the frontrunners in gelling the government 
attention. Rural and urban poverty alle¬ 
viation programmes and welfare schemes 
once again took priority over developmen¬ 
tal programmes. The government started 
pumping in more and more funds in the 
rural development programmes. The State 
governments were asked to draw up 
projects to remove the urban poverty by 
introducing a scheme of loan upto rupees 
one lakh to the urban poor. This scheme is 
in addition to several other such existing 
schemes for the urban poor. On the last 
independence day, five populist schemes, 
including mid-day-meals, enhanced pen¬ 
sion to the old and insurance scheme for 
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the rural poor, were introduced. These 
were in addition to several other schemes 
like Mahila Samridlu Yo/ana aimed at ap¬ 
peasing the poor women. Annual budget 
for the year lW5-% was described as an 
effort to give a human face to the policy 
of reforms, but more than this, it aimed at 
earning the goodwill ot the poorer sec¬ 
tions of the society 

While the Union government was 
forging ahead with its policy of uplifting 
the poor during the past about one year, 
the State governments, where elections 
were expected to be held alongwith the 
Parliament elections, were not far behind 
Tire governments of Punjab and Haryana 
unfolded several packages for its employ¬ 
ees. New schemes were also introduced 
in these States. With the possibilities of 
elections brightening up for Jammu and 
Kashmir, several concessions for its em¬ 
ployees were announced and possibility 
of an economic package before election \ 
cannot be ruled out. 

All this is not happening for the first 
time. Whenever elections draw closer in 
any State or at the Centre, the poor and 
the backward suddenly become impor¬ 
tant, only to be forgotten after elections. 
While some governments used 'Mandal' 
card to neutralise its political opponents, 
several others used the policy of exempt- | 
ing the defaulters from repaying the agri- j 
cultural loans Many others used the tactic i 
of pleasing the electorate by promising 
subsidised rations. Without considering 
the larger interest of the nation, such po¬ 
litical gimmicks have not only harmed the 
parties themselves, but have also raised j 
false hopes among the poor, which were j 
belied at a later stage. 

Long-Term Policy 

T HE election year economics has j 
become a specialised branch of public | 


I policy which is perfected by the political 
| parties. Being evolutionary in nature, new 
additions and inventions keep on taking 
place Short-term measures to control in¬ 
flation have been introduced and sud- 
| denly it is observed that the inflation rate 
fell to S pur cent, which is lowest in almost 
six yea rs. Despite tall in the value of rupee 
vis-a-vis US dollar, the administered 
; prices ot petroleum products are not 
enhanced, onlv to he jacked up consid- 
eiablv alter the ole* lions. Such short¬ 
term measures do no good either to the 
1 economy or to the poorer sections, but 
1 in turn, harm their long-term interests 
by raising false hopes 

What is needed is a consistent long¬ 
term policy with respect to poverty alle¬ 
viation and upliftment of the backward 
classes and the dmvn-trodden. A sudden 
dose of funds a! the time of elections does 
not result in sustained development and 
upliftment. These election-time promises 
and schemes result only in alluring the 
voters but no discernible impact is made 
on the poverty eradication or economic 
development Most of the election-time 
schemes and programmes are populist in 
nature which are either abandoned or re- 
! placed by some new or modi lied schemes 
alter the elections. 

Electioneering has also become highly 
technical and complex phenomenon, 
which involves large doses of funds. 
I fence, while the populist schemes are in¬ 
troduced on the one hand, election year is 
invariably rocked by scams and scandals 
involving huge funds, apparently in an 
attempt to raise funds for elections. Sur¬ 
prisingly, most of the political parties still 
feel that the number of seats won by them 
is directly proportional to the funds spent 
by them during the elections. But, empiri¬ 
cally this notion is not supported by ac¬ 
tual data. However, the rat-race for raising 
and spending huge sums of money con- 
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tinucs. Audio-visual devices, cable net- but more than this, it aims at gaining of the People Acl a;;.i n-; tlu> political 

works, professional campaign planning political advantage. • parties making unrealistic and false elec- 

and use of computers are some of the ac- The policy of reforms being pursued tion promises. Or else, tin- people should 
tivities which need stiff doses of funds for by the government was criticised on the have the right to recall Mich ropresenta- 

electionecring. ground that it has nothing for the poor ! tives who made tuls< p vnuses betore 

This new branch of economics, how- man. The policy was strongly pursued j and during the elections. Actual and real 

ever, provides some solace to the common upto end of 1994 when suddenly it al- ! change, however, wool! come only 

man. hi addition to announcement of sev- most came to a stand still. The annual j when the curse of illiteuKy is eradicated 

eral new schemes, special efforts are made budget for 1995-96 did not contain j from the country. Spread of education 

by the government to keep the prices as anything to pursue the policy of eco- I would broaden the mental t.u ulties and 

low as possible. While the price level re- nomic reforms, except renewed empha- perceptions of the masses, enabling ev- 

mains generally low, there is no routine sis on the infrastructure sector. Since ery one to see through the false prom- 

hike in the administered prices of petrol, then, the Finance Minister has hardly j ises of the politicians. No wonder, the 

diesel, coal, fertilizer etc providing tern- introduced any reforms worth its name ! "far-sighted" politic 1 parlies have 

porary relief to the common man. This, After all, economic reforms is a long- ! hardly made any contribution to make 

however, is undone usually on the very term process and the gains to the poorer I the National Literacy Mission a success, 

next year of tlie elections when steep hike sections, if any, would accrue only in j With the literacy pemmLugc rising ap¬ 
is experienced in the prices of most of the the long-run. But after the date for elec- i preciablv, particular!! among the poor, 

commodities Flection year bonanza also tions came nearer, the trend suddenly \ women and the Si lied tiled caste, the 

aims at mobilising the support of govern- reversed. The concern for the poor, the i time is not far when it would bi diffi- 

ment employees whose long-standing backward and the downtrodden came i cult to befool the voters easilj 

demands are met. Even the timing of re- in vogue once again. Rather than eco- j It is a pity that even after about five 
ports of pa\ -Commissions is so : nomic development and reforms, every- ; decades of indi'pendi'iuc. such exploita- 

synchronised as to derix e optimum politi- I one started talking about the welfare of | turn ot the poor and the v\ caker sections 

cal mileage. ! the poorer and weaker sections. i continues unabated It is time for the right 

It has been experienced during the j ; thinking political parties to set a healthy 

past few decades, particularly after seven- j Need for Change ! code of conduct lor themselves and project 

ties, that elections and fi\e-vear plans also ; only their true achievements and firmly 

have certain inter-relationship. The plan- T^OR decades now, the poor, illiterates | proposed policy measures India, which 

ning process gets directly affected by the -Tand the weaker sections have fallen to ■ claims to be the largest democracy, would 

advent of elections, particularly the gen- the unrealistic promises and allurements j then have the honour ot being known 

eral elections. At times when a five-year provided during the election year. No j as the largest demoeraiv vv llh clean and 

plan is finalised by the outgoing gov- wonder trend in most of the recent elec- , principled politics, resulting in healthier 

ernment. it is completely altered or over- lions has been towards change as imme- | election contests. With its new economic 

hauled by the new government, ! diately after the election, the poor voter ; policies, India strives at becoming an 

irrespective of the delay caused to its I feds cheated and frustrated and starts i "Asian Tiger" and enjoys the status of 

implementation and execution Even the : looking for greener pastures elsewhere, i being a regional power lo reckon with, 

outgoing government makes certain pro- only to be frustrated again. Though the \ at least in South Asia Sudi an improve- 

visions in the plan document, to be spe- Election Commission has tried to contain j ment in political and election ethics and 

cifically used for its advantage among this tendency to a large extent, but the \ morals would certainly improve the 

the electorate. At times, some new' terms Election Commission comes into picture ! quality ot public representativ es on the 

such as annual plans or rolling plans only after the elections are declared, j one hand and reputation ot the nation 

are coined .by the new governments. In Moreover, the Commission has not so j in the international tora, on the other, 

the present day context, although there far used its discretion in exercising a j The initiative rests with the political 

is hardly any difference in the political proper check over the promises made j parties themselves and it is high time 

ideology and economic policies of the by political parties in their manifestos • that they rise abov< pettv politics to 

politicai parties in India, yet no party i or election speeches. This politico-eco- i contribute substantial^ to the process 

misses out on strongly criticising the j nomic blackmail of the voter must be ! of nation building, by erasing the old 

policies of the previous government and i brought to an end, for which Election i and shameful chapter of election-year 

introducing certain changes in economic Commission has to be made more asser- i economics and come out with an en- 

policy, soon after coming to power. The tive. tireiv new, healthy and positive one, 

aim may be, to some extent, to mould Another suggestion is that punitive on which they would be proud them- 

the economic policy as per its ideology, provisions be added in the Representation selves. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

April: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 

A lot many significant events happened 
in India's pre-independent history. For 
instance. Lord Irwin became Viceroy of 
India (April 1,1926), Bhagat Singh and 
Batukeshwar Dutt were arrested after 
throwing bombs in the Assembly (April 
8,1929), Mahatma Gandhi broke the 
'Salt Satyagrah' (April 6,1930). 

However; herein we shall focus on (i) 
the Crisis that engulfed the Congress in 
1939 and, (ii) Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. 

1939 Congress Crisis 
Differences between Subhash Chandra 
Bose and Mahatma Gandhi reached 
climax in 1939. It was in April, that 
during his long series of discussions 
with Pandit Nehru on 'crisis in Con¬ 
gress' that INC President Bose categori¬ 
cally stated—'unity could be preserved 
superficially in Congress only by sur¬ 
rendering to the Gandhi wing'. Even 
Tagore's telegram (April 18,1939) to 
Mahatma Gandhi 'an appeal to meet 
Subhash Chandra Bose and save situa¬ 
tion from disaster' could not resolve the 
situation. 

Nevertheless on April 29,1939 at 
Wetlingdon Square, Calcutta, Subhash 
Chandra Bose announced his resigna¬ 
tion and on April 30, 1939 Dr Rajendra 
Prasad was elected President of the 
Congress. 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
The Rowlatt Act authorising the Gov¬ 
ernment to imprison any person with¬ 
out trial led to a remarkable political 
awakening in the country. Infuriated by 
an unending series of hartals, demon¬ 
strations and processions the Govern¬ 
ment decided to come down heavily on 
the agitators and worst of its repression 
was witnessed in Amritsar. To deter the 
people of Amritsar, on April 12,1919 
troops were called out in Amritsar and 
Government banned all public meet¬ 
ings. Undeterred, a large crowd gath¬ 


ered at Jallianwala Bagh on April 13, 
1919 (the Baisakhi day) to peacefully 
protest against the arrest of two popular 
leaders, Dr Saaifuddin Kitchlew and Dr 
Satyapal. Nonetheless, and the Lt 
Governor Michael O'Dwyer ordered 
firing at the public meeting. (Subse¬ 
quently before the Hunter Commission, 
Dyer mentioned '1516 casualties in 1650 
rounds'.) 

After Independence 
In this section, besides taking a peep 
into a few events pertaining India's 
achievements in 'Space' and 'Broadcast¬ 
ing' we shall also have a glance on 
'Cricket in yesterday'. 

Space 

After independence India registered 
remarkable achievements in the 'Space' 
in the month of April. For instance on 
April 19,1975 'Aryabhatta', first Indian 
Satellite was launched from a Soviet 
cosmodrome. Further, besides the 
launching of INSAT-1A (India's first 
multipurpose Satellite procured from 
USA by US Delta rocket on April 10, 
1982), Rohini (April 17, 1983) or ISRO's 
indigenously developed Cryogenic 
engine (April 16, 1993), Indian Space 
mission got an unprecedented boost on 
April 3,1984 when India became the 
14th country in the world to send a 
man (Sq Ldr Rakesh Sharma) in the 
space. Incidentally it was also in the 
month of April (12,1961) that Major 
Yuri Gagarin became the first man to 
travel in space. 

Indian Broadcasting 
April has been quite an eventful month 
in the Indian Broadcasting history. In 
April Radio stations were opened in 
Ahmedabad (1949), Jaipur (1955) and 
Chandigarh (Auxiliary 1957), Apart 
from it, AIR took over stations at 
Trivandrum, Mysore, Hyderabad and 
Aurangabad (1950) and that of Srinagar 


(1954) in April. Further; it was also in 
April that the Chanda Committee, 
which was set-up by Mrs Indira Gandhi 
during her brief term as Minister for 
Information & Broadcasting, presented 
its final report in April (1967). Of the 
five interim reports which it submitted 
during 1966-67, one on 'Report on 
Radio and Television' recommended 
Commercial broadcasting on a limited 
scale and the restructuring of Radio and 
Television as two separate Public Ser¬ 
vice Corporations. Subsequently on 
April 1,1976 Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi inaugurated a new set up for 
the Indian broadcasting by separating 
'Doordarshan' from the 'Akashvani'. 
Besides, it was in April that the 'Licence 
fee on Radio and Television sets was 
abolished' (1985). Further in April while 
on Radio experimental FM was intro¬ 
duced in Calcutta (April 7,1980), 
INSAT-2A ushered in an era of Metro 
Channels in India (April 1,1993). 

Cricket 

For Kapil Dev, April registered two 
diagonally variant events. On the one 
hand on April 7, 1989 Kapil Dev 
became the first Indian and second in 
the world to score 4000 runs and to 
take 300 wickets, on the other hand it 
was in April (5, 1994) that India 
dropped Kapil Dev, for the first time 
in 15 years, from an overseas trip. 
Notably it was during the same 
period that Sri Lanka dropped 
Aravinda De Silva from their squad 
and Javed Miandad, former Captain 
and an ace batsman of Pakistan, 
tearfully announced his retirement 
after being repeatedly dropped from 
the squad. At Sharjah, on April 13, 
1994, in the world's 905th one-dayer, 
India defeated UAE, the 13th country 
to play 1-day. Last but not the least, it 
was in April (1984) that India defeated 
Pakistan to lift the first Asia Cup 
Cricket Tournament at Sharjah. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Should there be Women in 
the Police? 


Police officers participating in a course 
organised by the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences in Mumbai recently suggested that 
one-third of the police force should be women. 
They said that this was necessary to make 
social legislation more effective and to en- 
aolc the police to be more pro-active. 

Such a suggestion has been made ear¬ 
lier too. It is suggested that induction of 
women in the police force will make it more 
humane. But will they be ns effective in con¬ 
trolling riots and demonstrations 7 

lit this issue, we debate the suggestion 
made by the police officers 

Mr A The topic before us is an 
interesting one and suggestions have 
been made often that women should be 
included in tire police force to play a ■ 
larger role. In the recent seminar, the 
officers of the Indian Police Service 
(IPS) mentioned that 75 per cent of 
women constables are required to deal 
with problem areas especially in social 
legislation cases like prostitution, child 
marriage and dowry, as men could not 
be used in these areas freely. But at 
present the women constitute a very 
small percentage of the police force. 
Among officers, women constitute just 
one per cent of the force. I agree with 
the suggestion made and would say 
that women should be inducted in the 
police force. Our police force has the 
image of being brutal and there are 
several crimes committed against 
women and weaker sections of the 
society. With more women in the police, 
hopefully this should change.' 

Mr B This sounds very nice but I 
beg to differ. Merely inducting women 
will not make the police force more 


humane. Policewomen are also open to 
the influences that men are, such as 
corruption and exploitation. There is a 
danger that they will become like the 
men. So we should not place too much 
hope that inducting women will im¬ 
prove tilings in the police. Even in areas 
of social legislation, unless the system is 
changed, what can the women do? For 
example, if cases are not registered at 
police stations because too many un¬ 
solved cases gives a bad impression, 
what good will the induction of women 
do? They too will not like to register 
FIRs just like the men. So unless the 
j system is reformed, doing superficial 
| things are not going to help. 

I Mr C I agree that the system needs 
a change but should we keep waiting 
till the system is changed? Should we 
not take some action within the system 
so that some improvement can be 
achieved? It cannot be denied that in 
certain areas women can be very help¬ 
ful. The police officers are right when 
they say that in areas of prostitution, 
child marriage, dowry and other social 
legislation, women may be more sensi¬ 
tive. In such areas, men do have limita¬ 
tions and cannot be deployed freely. 
Moreover, people may be more forth¬ 
coming in their complaints if a woman 
is in charge. There are also other areas 
where women are better suited. They 
excel in areas of information collection, 
public relations and as counsellors. We 
have the example of Kiran Bedi, who 
could do much work inspite of being a 
woman. You cannot say that she was in 
any way inferior to male officers. Her 
reforms at Tihar jail showed that 
women are more humane. If the police 


force is to be made humane and geared 
towards the needs of the common man, 
women must be indicted into the force. 

Mr D Yes, there are already too 
many complaints that the police force is 
brutal. There is urgent need to make it 
humane. In social legislation, India's 
record has been very poor. Child mar¬ 
riage still exists and in crimes against 
women, the victims are not forthcoming 
when the police officers are men. A 
woman officer will help understand the 
situation better and also offer solace to 
the victim. Cases of rape too are hushed 
up because women are ashamed to 
narrate the story to men. Women police 
officers will at least not cause this 
shame in the victim. In areas of prosti¬ 
tution too, women can contribute a 
great deal. Men deal with the situation 
in a callous manner and very often take 
haftas from those who run prostitution 
dens. It is hoped that women officers 
will not do so and have more empathy 
for the victims who are forced to lead 
such lives. 

Mr E But there are dangers too. 
There are certain functions of the police 
that requires use of force, such as 
controlling riots and demonstrations. If 
there are too many women, this func¬ 
tion may suffer because physically they 
are not as strong as men. There may 
also be other areas such as fighting 
drug mafia and organised crime which 
are hazardous, where women cannot be 
deployed. Police duty may be required 
at odd hours. Thus, I would say that 
women should be deployed only in 
selected areas. We should not take a 
majority of them just for the sake of 
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taking women. 

Mr At with that. In many 

countries, women are employed in 
police departments. They do all jobs 
required ot them. We have seen many 
movies where they participate in the 
force doing all the things that a man 
would. They even take up hazardous 
duty and have shown themselves to be 
as good as any man. You may have a 
point regarding street demonstrations 
and riots, but these days even such 
functions can be done by women 
because technology helps them do so. 
Controlling crowds can be achieved by 
using vvaler cannons, for instance. It is not 
necessary to always use force like a lathi 
charge. A policewoman can use such 
tilings with equal ease. But let me tell you 
that the policewomen ait* not soft and 
delicate. When it comes to using force, 
they may be equally effective as men. I 
would say that it is a myth that women 
can be used only lor soft functions. Given 
a chance, a woman will be as tough as 
anyone else. On the other hand, women 
will make the force more gentle and 
humane as there are a lot of complaints 
that it is not so. 

Mr B i disagree with this. Men and 
women have their own rotes to play. 
Women are delicate and weak by 
nature. They should take up jobs as 
leaching and banking that does not 
require the use ol tone. Why use them 
in the police? Maybe by having more 
women the image of the department 
will become bettor but its performance 
will certainly go down. I’olice duty 
requires working at odd hours and 
sometimes at lonely places. Don't you 
think that the women will not be able 
to do this dutv and in fact there may be 
danger in deploying them at such 
places? In limited roles of public rela¬ 
tions or administrative positions a 
woman may be all right but not in 
frontline opeialions. I also do not agree 
with what is done in other countries. 
Conditions are much different in India. 
In Western countries there is equality in 
all fields and women have aspired to 


reach the levels of work done by men. 
In India there is no equality and 
women are still dominated by men. 
Putting them in jobs requiring physi¬ 
cal strength would just not be right. 

Mr A Your attitude smacks of 
chauvinism. If we follow your line of 
argument, women will never be able to 
achieve equality in our country. We 
should give them opportunity to de¬ 
velop. If training is provided, a woman 
will surely come up to standards even 
in areas requiring physical strength. 
There have been a number of cases in 
our own country. Secondly, I don't 
think you are right when you say that 
conditions in India are different from 
those of other countries. Even in other 
countries there was a feeling that 
women should not be given jobs requir¬ 
ing physical strength, but that myth has 
been shattered. Over the years, women 
have been inducted into the police, 
army and air force of Western countries 
and limitations of physical strength 
have not hampered them. It is time that 
in our country too we gave them 
opportunities to develop themselves 
and contribute to the services. If we 
start thinking that they cannot do some 
jobs, women in our country will never 
get a chance to prove themselves. 
Fortunately where women have been 
employed in the police, there have not 
been any complaints regarding their 
abilities. 

Mr C I agree with this. So let me 
say that what we are saying is not 
complete replacement of men in the 
police force. Women have to comple¬ 
ment men. There can be no denying 
that in certain areas women can be 
employed for better results. Women 
constables are more committed to their 
work as they are not addicted to alco¬ 
hol and have good stamina. There is 
less chance that they will combine with 
vested interests to continue with Hie 
status quo. Every woman of course will 
not have the reformatory zeal but their 
mere presence will make a lot of differ¬ 
ence to social legislation. We are also 


not deriding men but the fact is that 
men are more open to manipulation. 
Men can be invited to liquor parties by 
the rich landlords who wish to have a 
child marriage in their family. Wsmen 
will probably not be open to such 
influences. In India, there are a number 
of things that need to be changed. 
These things cannot be changed by 
merely enacting laws. Only if we set up a 
supportive framework can these laws 
work. By supportive framework I mean a 
method by which people do not feel 
intimidated by the thought of going to a 
police station. This can be achieved if 
more women are available in police 
stations. 


Mr D We should not underestimate 
women. Even in Lidia they are coming 
forward. In most cases they have 
succeeded. In police too, though the 
idea may seem new at first, it is noth¬ 
ing extraordinary. Women can supple¬ 
ment men in a very good way. While I 
have no doubt that they can be used 
in all areas of activity, they can be 
used effectively in some areas particu¬ 
larly as have been mentioned. We 
should get over our outdated ideas 
and let women come forward in the 
police force. The example of Kiran 
Bedi was mentioned; 1 have no doubt 
that if given the chance, there can be 
many more women like her. So we 
should develop facilities where they 
can be trained. We are not saying that 
women should be employed for the 
sake of equality only but because the 
police need to perform a larger role in 
society. Social reform is also part of 
police functions since mere legislation 
cannot achieve the desired results. In 
some areas the West certainly has a lead 
and one of those areas is employing 
women in the armed forces. Let us not 
get stuck in traditional thinking. 

Wi>men are very much required, but 
there is a point in using physical force 
at times. Thus the suggestion of the 
police officers that one-third of the force 
can consist of women is a practical one 
and government policy can be changed 
to achieve that end.' 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Be Organised and Efficient 


Man is a 'learning' creature. Every 
experience leaves some effect on him. When 
he stops learning, he ceases to be and he 
starts declining. Without the feeling of 
achievement and thrill which comes from 
progress and the assimilation of new expe¬ 
riences, living becomes mere vegetable 
existence, 

This learning potential is the founda¬ 
tion of efficiency. And the development of 
this learning potential is the key to self- 
improvement and a rich life. 

Intelligent dissatisfaction is the basis 
of progress. The person who is smugly 
satisfied with himself and the world in 
which he lives, makes no progress and 
contributes little to collective community 
life. 

We are the product ot environmental 
influences but this does not mean that we 
be the slave of environment, for we can 
choose and select environmental influences 
to shape our life. 

We can choose what we read, what 
we listen to, the persons with whom we 
associate, the kind of \\ ork we do, how we 
use our leisure time In tael, our ein iron- 
ment is largely what we make it. 

Wisdom 

O NE aspect of personal efficiency is the 
utilisation of the accumulated wisdom 
of the ages. This requires study of the re¬ 
corded thoughts of sages and savants. This 
is thrilling, enriching and satisfying. It 
fosters growth. 

Communication by spoken and writ¬ 
ten language plays a key role in life. Effi¬ 
ciency in living depends on the adequacy 
of such communication. Thinking is also 
dependent.on language. Efficiency in 
thought, perception; expression, and com¬ 
munication is helped by a command of 
vocabulary and language forms. 


Another aid to personal efficiency is 
time spent in meditation and thought. The 
human mind is a truly wonderful instru¬ 
ment. But we do not spend enought time 
to think things through. We read, listen, 
and are exposed to a glut of information, 
but rarely is the information digested. 

The management of emotions is an¬ 
other essential phase of personal efficiency. 
Emotions are a part of a human nature, 
and the management of emotions does not 
mean an attempt, to eliminate emotions. 

One can be the slave of his emotions 
or he the master. It depends. One can learn 
to use temper or one can harness the en¬ 
ergy generated from it and direct it into a 
positive channel. Also, fear can lead to 
paralysis ol action or to intelligent at¬ 
tempts to cn orcome the threat or danger. 

Undesirable behaviour stems from 
failure to face and understand the emo¬ 
tions. When fears, worries, and irritations 
are examined, they can usually be fitted 
into a pattern of behaviour and dealt with 
adequately. We fail to face fears and an¬ 
gers, they become diruptivc and destruc¬ 
tive. 

Look for an example of efficient liv¬ 
ing. This person is symbol of harnessed 
energy, emotional poise, quiet sclf-confi- 
doiico, and efficient activity. 

buch persons do not just happen by 
chance. They are the product of intelli¬ 
gent use of the same kind of potentialities 
we possess. They have leamt the efficiency 
ways 

Programme 

S HOULD you feel dissatisfied with your 
preseht level of efficiency, implement 
the programme that follows and see the 
results. 

The lives of most of us follow a par¬ 
ticular predictable pattern. Spend time 


carefully allocating your various commit 
ments to time-slots in say one day or ; 
week. 

One evening can be set aside for stud] 
or sell-improvement activities, another fb 
recreation, and so on. Long stretches o 
spare time and spells of vacations shouk 
be meticulously planned. There should no 
to be frittered away in frivolities. 

Having drawn up the plan, keep to i 
until habit is formed and a regular pat 
tern emerges. The approach should b 
sustained, not fitful. 

Adherence to such a plan soon bring 
order out of chaos. A sense of master 
follows. You begin to feel that you are th 
master of your life, not drifting aimlessl 
like a waif. 

The adage, "A place for everything 
and everything in its place", needs to b 
put in practice. Developing the habit c 
orderliness is to take an important stej 
towards efficiency. An organised person i 
an orderly person. 

Make a start by tidying drawers are 
cupboards. If you have a desk, clear th 
surface completely. Introduce a few tray 
or folders aptly marked. Prompt action i 
one secret of efficiency. 

Keep safe dead-lines for every assigr 
ment you have. This ensures that you m« 
your commitments. A sense of commi 
ment comes from taking a deep interest i 
what you are doing. 

Time 

Y OU are thinking: "I do not hav 
enough time. If I had time I would 1: 
more methodological, better organised 
This is a common lament but has no log 
cal force to sustain it as you must realii 
that you have as much time as anyor 
else. You have no less than twenty-fo» 
hours a day. 
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Bring more method, discipline and 
wganisation into your life and you will 
lave more time. Time is wasted because 
rf unsystematic, inefficient ways. 

The basic principle followed in money 
natters: take care of the pences and 
rounds will take care of themselves, can 
x profitably practised in matters of time, 
foke care of the seconds and the hours 
vill take care of themselves. 

Carefully examine a day or a week 
for wasted time. Do you really need as 
nuch time rolling in bed? Do you spend 
:oo much time watching television, doing 
nothing? Many are 'prodigal' with time in 
he matter of daily chores. Besides read- 
ng a newspaper, they listen to radio or 
Revision news in the morning and sev¬ 
eral times each evening. Perhaps you 
ipend too much time on your hobby or in 
watching or playing some sport. 

Increase your reading speed. Learn 
to take in phrases at a glance and push on 
purposefully all the time. You can get the 
message from chapter summaries if these 
are available in what you read. 

Make prompt decisions. Learning to 
decide promptly boosts the morale, steps 
up self-confidence and saves time. 

Prompt decisions must be followed 
by prompt action. With due regard to your 
plan, make "Do-it-now" your motto. You 
begin to feel that you really are efficient 
and disciplined. 

Beware of postponing tasks. Tackle 
them while you are fresh. Procrastination 
robs you of precious time. More, it throws 
you at the mercy of your moods which 
are tyrants if you allow them to become 
your master. A man at the mercy of moods 
is half a man. 

When less attractive tasks have been 
tackled, the easier, more attractive ones 
present little or no difficulty. 

Divide and Rule 

A NCIENT emperors learned to domi¬ 
nate vast territories by applying the 
principle of—divide and rule. It is an ef¬ 
fective way. In other words: Cut a big task 
into small parts. A writer does not write 
two thousand words in one flourish. He 
goes sentence by sentence, para by para. 


Do you aspire for qualifications which 
would improve your life and raise chances 
ol a better career? Then break your bundle 
of sticks by snapping them one at a time. 
Do not worry about how you are going to 
pass the final examination. Go all out for 
the preliminary one—at the present. Be¬ 
gin to learn a little each day. 

Do you want to hold audiences spell¬ 
bound? First talk to small groups in the 
helpful atmosphere of a family or friends. 
After gaining practice and confidence, 
launch on big ones. 

When a sudden turn of events 
threatens to overwhelm you with vari¬ 
ous demands upon your time, it is an 
excellent ploy to spend a few minutes 
drawing up a list of your priorities. This 
prevents confusion and conflict. You are 
aiming to become a practical person, not 
a juggler. 

This will ensure that nothing gets 
neglected. Ticking them off as you do them 
will also give you a sense of achievement 
and that wonderful uplifting feeling of 
success. 

The mere fact that you have troubled 
to draw up such a list helps to convince 
you that you are an efficient person. 

Another important technique you 
need to learn now is delegation to others. 
Many find it difficult to do this and try to 
do everything themselves, which creates 
avoidable hurdles. 

You have to find suitable people to 
take over various duties. Then you must 
let them get on with whatever assignment 
you have given them. Do not interfere. 
Let them work at their own rhythm. Make 
sure they are clear as to what is expected 
of them by discreet encouragement, re¬ 
mind them of the task at their hand. They 
will come up to your expectation. 

A well-organised person is punctual. 
Apart from it being a matter of courtesy to 
others, he knows that were he constantly 
to be arriving flurried and late, it would 
undermine his reputation. 

Instead of Ending shelter in "better 
late than never, make it better never than 
late." 

The inefficient person is often just as 
busy, just as hard working, just as eager to 
be successful. Yet he rarely accomplishes 


his aims fully or on time. 

Be specific 

K NOWING what you want to achieve 
is not nearly so easy as people some¬ 
times think. Often inefficiency is caused 
by having aims that are too general or 
vague. 

Most accomplished people are the 
ones most keen to practise regularly to 
improve their skills still further. The inef¬ 
ficiency of the mediocre person is marked 
by a contentment with his present level of 
attainment. 

At the age of forty-five, when already 
an established and world famous virtuoso 
pianist, Arturo Rubinstein, completely 
revised his keyboard technique, explain¬ 
ing modestly that he thought he now had 
a chance of becoming reasonably compe¬ 
tent. 

Make your decisions quickly as soon 
as you have all the relevant tacts. When 
you need more information, set out at once 
to get it. When you have it all, decide 
without delay. Then stick to your decision 
and put it into effect immediately. 

You cannot alter yesterday's activi¬ 
ties you cannot yet perform tomorrow's. 
All that is open to you is to perform 
today's jobs as well as you can. What 
you do today determines your future, 
decides what your achievement will fi¬ 
nally be. 

The efficient person is rarely harassed. 
That is because he has learned the art oi 
separating the essential from the trivial. 

Do not rush, but do not stop except 
for properly scheduled rests. Keep up a 
steady pace all day. Rest and relax fre¬ 
quently, but always restart the minute the 
rest time ends. 

Shrug off defeats and errors. They 
happen to everyone. Build on your suc¬ 
cesses. Be prepared to start again from the 
beginning when things go wrong, as they 
will at times. 

The efficient person is not necessar¬ 
ily someone who is always right, or up- 
to-date, or using the latest methods. 
What makes him efficient is his con¬ 
tinual striving to do better, to correct 
his errors, to overcome his deficiencies. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Mineral Sources of India 


Table 2: Avenge % composition of petroleum products (with no. of carbon atoms) 
obtained through fractional disiillartion. 


S.No. 

Per cent Composition 

Name of petroleum product 

1 . 

25 

Petrol 

2. 

45-60 

Diesel & Kerosene 

3. 

15-20 

Naptha 

4. 

8-10 

Fuel oil 

5. 

2-5 

Asphalt 


Minerals have been categorised 
into three classes: fuel, metallic and 
non-metallic. Fuel minerals like coal, 
oil and natural gas have been given 
prime importance as they account for 
nearly 87% of the value of mineral pro¬ 
duction, whereas metallic and non-me¬ 
tallic constitute 6 to 7%. 

Fuel Minerals: Coal, oil and natu¬ 
ral gas are the basic fossil fuel. We are 
fortunate to have good reserves of coal 
but are very poor in more essential fu¬ 
els—oil and natural gas. 

Coal: Proven coal reserves of the 
country, as on January '94, (estimated 
by GSI) were about 68 billion tonnes. 
We are mining about 250 tonnes annu¬ 
ally (coal production and consumption 
pattern are given in table 1) and this 
rate is expected to go up to 400 tonnes 
by 2000 A.D. At this rate the reserves 
are expected to last about 200 years. 

Crude' Oil (Petroleum): It took 
millions of years for conversion of 
remains of micro-organisms living in 
sea into hydrocarbon. The conversion 
took place due to heat, pressure and 
catalytic action. 

After fractional distillation and 
further processing petroleum pro¬ 
vides us numerous products and by¬ 


products. 

One million tonne of crude oil on 
fractional distillation provides about 
0.8 million tonnes of petroleum prod¬ 
ucts. The per cent composition varies 
with the quality of crude oil. (Table 2) 

Wc have very poor reserves for petro¬ 
leum, just limited to 758 million tonnes 
(proved reserves as on January '90). Our 
domestic production has increased from 
just 0.25 MT in 1950 to 9.4 in 1980. How¬ 
ever, for the last six years, we have been 
tapping on an average 30 MT per year. 
The actual figures for the domestic pro¬ 
duction, import of petroleum and its prod¬ 
ucts, consumption pattern and oil import 
bill of last six years are given in Table 3. 
About 40% of the total consumption of 
the overall petroleum products of the 
country is used in road transport sector 


(in case of diesel, consumption of road 
transport sector is to the extent of 70% 
of the total diesel consumption of the 
country). Balance 60% is used in indus¬ 
tries, including power generation, do¬ 
mestic and for other miscellaneous 
purposes. In view of rapid growth of 
vital sectors, the consumption of petro¬ 
leum products has been increasing con¬ 
sistently over a period of last few years 
and is bound to increase at rapid pace 
in near future. 

It is planned to increase the domes¬ 
tic tapping capacity to 50 MT before/bv 
2000 A.D. 

As per data available for 1992-93, the 
installed capacity of India’s refinery units 
is 52.23 MT which in a period of next 3-4 
years is likely to increase to about 90 mil¬ 
lion tonnes. Increased refinery capacity will 
help reducing foreign exchange burden. 
Import of refined petroleum products is 
much more costlier than import of crude 
petroleum. 

The current oil reserves of India are 
going to last only for next 15-20 years. A 
major breakthrough in finding new re¬ 
serves is very necessary. 

However at global scale, the situation 
can be termed as satisfactory, rather it has 
improved over the period of la$J fifteen 
years. There has been a steady inoltase in 
locating new reserves and now the world¬ 
wide proved oil reserves stand at 999.7 


table 1: Coal production k consumption pattern (in million tonnes) 


Coal production pattern 

Coal consumption pattern 

Year 

MT 

(1993-94) 

MT 

% 

1950 

32.8 

Power Sector 

165.21 

59.8 

1960 

52.6 

Steel 

32.57 

13.8 

1970 

73.7 

Cement 

10.36 

4.4 

1980 

109.1 

Misc. 

38.66 

22.0 

1990-91 

228.9 




1992-93 

k 


246.8 

100.0 

1993-94 

246.03 
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billion barrel, as on Jan 1,1995. On the 
other hand, the world oil production is 
looming around 19-22 billion barrel per 
year. As a result of these two factors, the 
R/P (Reserve-Production ratio) which was 
30 years about fifteen years back has now 
gone upto about 45 years. 

Natural Gas: The proven reserves for 
natural gas, as on April '93, works out to 
be approx. 700 Billion Cubic Meter (BCM). 
As regard to production, vis-a-vis utiliza¬ 
tion aspect, in earlier year more than half 
of gas coming out of the wells remained 
unutilized. However, in recent years we 
have achieved a utilization rate of 80-90%. 
Keeping in view the future demands and 
proven gas reserves, our gas reserves will 
last for not more than 20 years. 

Metallic and Non-metallic minerals: 
India is poorly endowed with mineral 
wealth. Except for iron ore and bauxite, 
our share of world reserves of every other 
mineral is one per cent or less. However, 
there has been a phenomenal growth in 
production since independence (Table-4) 
and if the present trend of production 
continues, we will exhaust our reserves of 
all the important minerals and fuels, ex¬ 
cept coal, iron ore, limestone and bauxite, 
very early in the next century. 


Table 3: Domestic production, import and consumption pattern of petroleum and its product of 
last six years. 


1990- 91 

1991- 92 

1992- 93 

1993- 94 

1994- 95 

1995- 96' 


Domestic 
production 
of petroleum 

33.02 MT 
30.34 MT 
26.95 MT 
27.02 MT 
32 26 MT 
32.0(1 MT 


Import 

Petroleum Petroleum 
products 


20.79 MT 
24.13 MT 
26.20 MT 
29.00 MT 
•27.00 MT 
29.00 MT 


8.6 MT 
8.76 MT 

10.4 MT 
12.08 MT 

13.5 MT 
19 MT 


Consumption 
of Petroleum 
products 

55.04 MT 
56.84 MT 
56.00 MT 
60.00 MT 

66.50 MT 

70.50 MT 


Import Bill 
(Rs. Crores) 


'All figures for year 1995-96 are Provisional (we tap nearly 22 MT from Bombay offshore area, 
which in present day context accounts for 70% of the total production) 


Table 4: Geological reserves and Production trends of selected metallic and Non- 
metallic minerals (in MT> 


Type 

Geological 

1 

’rodudton Trend 



Proved reserves 

1950 

I960 

1970 

1980 

Metallic Minerals: 

1. Iron ore 

12740 

3 0 

16.6 

31.4 

40.9 

2 . Copper ore 

400 

0.366 

0.448 

0.518 

2.005 

3 Bauxite 

2190 

0 065 

0.387 

1.374 

1.778 

Non-metallic Minerals: 

1. Manganese 

80 

0 9 

15 

1.9 

1.9 

2. Limestone 

63160 

2.3 

12.9 

23.8 

29 2 


CURRENT AFFAIRS 
& 

BACKGROUNDERS 

1996 EDITION 

Completely Revised and up-dated 

Ask from your local dealer or order direct from 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) 

(Publishing Division of Chandika Press Ltd.) 

126 , INDUSTRIAL AREA—I, CHANDIGARH-160 0d2 


JfJtt APRIL'96 CCa/ipETIIION MASTER 











CAREER 

Preparations for Civil Services 
(Preliminary) Examination? 


Civil Services is one of the most 
sought after careers today and almost 
every graduate dreams to be in these es¬ 
teemed services. Every year lakhs of can¬ 
didates appear in the preliminary 
examination and only selected few hun- 
d red get the distinction of joining the Civil 
Services. Usually, fresh candidates are at a 
loss as to how best to prepare so as to be 
successful in this tough competition. Be¬ 
ing a three-phased competition, the Civil 
Services Examination has a preliminary 
examination, the main examination and 
the personal interview. While the main 
examination is conventional and descrip¬ 
tive in nature, the preliminary examina¬ 
tion is objective type multiple choice 
examination, which aims at identifying the 
serious candidates and acts as a screening 
test. 

Every graduate in any discipline is 
eligible to take this examination. Even 
those who have appeared or intend to 
appear in the final examination of gradu¬ 
ation are eligible. The examination con¬ 
sists of two papers which are held on a 
single day. While Paper-I is compulsory, 
Paper-II is optional. Paper-I consists of 
General Studies and carries a maximum 
of 150 marks. For Paper-II the candidates 
are given a variety of optional subjects to 
choose from, including Agriculture, 
Botany, Zoology, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Statistics, Veterinary Science, Physics, 
Philosophy, Civil Engineering, Electrical 
Engineering, Psychology, Sociology, Law, 
Public Administration, Economics, His¬ 
tory, Commerce, Geology, Geography etc. 
Ibis paper carries a maximum 300 marks. 
Beinga screening test, the marks obtained 


in the preliminary are not counted at the 
later stage. It must, however, be remem¬ 
bered that considering the large number 
of candidates appearing for the prelimi¬ 
nary examination and total number of 
vacancies in the Civil Services, more Own 
90 per cent candidates are eliminated at 
this stage itself. Hence, this phase of the 
Civil Services Examination needs to be 
paid very careful attention. 

Prepare Well 

Before initiating the preparations, a 
few things must be noted by the candi¬ 
dates. The choice of optional subject for 
Paper-II has to be done very carefully. The 
candidates must plan ahead of time with 
eyes on the main examination and .choose 
the optional which he/she intends taking 
up in the Mains. The preparations done 
for the preliminaries would assist the can¬ 
didates in getting good grasp of the sub¬ 
ject and the effort put in would not go 
waste after the prelims. Secondly, optional 
subject carries more number of maximum 
marks as compared to the General Stud¬ 
ies Paper. Hence, its importance cannot 
be undermined. A candidate doing well 
in the optional paper is expected to fare 
well in the examination. Moreover, the op¬ 
tional subject for Paper-II should usually 
be the subject in which the candidate has 
either attained proficiency/higher aca¬ 
demic qualification or in which ,the candi¬ 
date feels at home. Another consideration 
is the performance of candidates in the 
said subject in the recent past. There are 
several subjects like History, Psychology, 
Sociology, Public Administration etc in 


which even the candidates not having 
special or additional educational qualifi¬ 
cations have been doing reasonably well, 
while the subjects like Mathematics, Phys¬ 
ics, and Engineering are considered to offer 
tougher questions and die candidates with 
exceptionally good preparation only may 
expect to do well. But this observation may 
not be taken as the universal truth. More¬ 
over, the aptitude and proficiency of a 
particular candidate in a given subject also 
plays an important role in arriving at a 
decision. 

Availability and access to good and 
prescribed books is yet another consider¬ 
ation and often the candidates are also 
guided by this factor, particularly in 
smaller towns. Books for preliminary ex¬ 
amination are available in plenty in com¬ 
mon subjects but in case of specialised 
optionals like Mathematics, Engineering, 
Agriculture etc, one has to look carefully 
for good books which cover all parts of 
the syllabus. 

Preparations for Paper-II also need 
specific planning. It would be wrong to 
confine the studies only to the multiple 
choice objective type questions. Unless a 
detailed study of the subject is carried out, 
it would be difficult to answer the ques¬ 
tions on the subject properly. The aim, 
must, therefore, be to clearly understand 
the basics of the subject by covering each 
and every aspect of die syllabus. This pro¬ 
vides a candidate with adequate self-con¬ 
fidence and knowledge to answer the 
questions correctly. It is better to consult 
various books on different aspects, as it is 
very rare that one single book covers the 
entire syllabus with total efficiency. After 
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going through ail parts of the syllabus in j 
detail and getting hold of the basic con¬ 
cepts, it is desirable to have sufficient prac¬ 
tice in solving multiple choice objective 
type questions. A good book on objective 
type multiple choice questions or a good 
question bank on the subject concerned 
may assist the candidates a great deal. 
Such practice, on the one hand, would 
perfect the art of answering the questions 
correctly and rapidly, and on the other j 
would enable the candidates in under¬ 
standing the questions asked in various 
forms. It is normally observed that at 
times even simple questions are asked 
in such a complex manner that it be¬ 
comes difficult to understand the ques¬ 
tion correctly. 

It is not difficult to find out a candi¬ 
date who had, during the past couple of 
years, appeared in the prelims with the 
same subject. It is always better to discuss 
the subject, its intricacies, pattern of ques¬ 
tions and the books to be studied. In ad¬ 
dition, it is also not difficult to identify 
the candidate offering the same optional 
subject for Paper-11 within the same town/ 
City. It is always fruitful to have detailed 
discussions on various parts of the sylla¬ 
bus, books to be consulted for the basics, 
multiple choice question books or ques¬ 
tion banks and other related issues. Fi¬ 
nally, the practice of correctly marking the 
answer sheet by using minimum possible 
time will go a long way in helping you 
succeed. 

General Studies 

While the Optional (Paper-1) subject 
is very important, the candidates also need 
to do well in Paper-I. This paper has a 
maximum of 150 marks but in a competi¬ 
tion like this where even a single mark 
matters a lot, these marks play a decisive 
role. Most candidates do well in Paper II 
since the subject chosen is of their interest 
and knowledge. As such tire importance 
of Paper I is immense. Paper-I determines 
the top honours and a candidate doing 
well in this paper as well, can hope to 
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find his/her name in the list of candi¬ 
dates qualifying for the main examina¬ 
tion. As there is no choice of subject for 
Paper-I and all the candidates are re¬ 
quired to solve the same questions, this 
paper assumes enormous importance as 
anyone spoiling this paper cannot have 
any chance of qualifying the examina¬ 
tion. 

General Studies paper consists of 
questions on Indian Polity and Economy, 
History of India including Indian National 
Movement, Indian and World Geography, 
Current Affairs, of National and Interna¬ 
tional Importance, General and day-to-day 
Science, Mental Ability and Basics of Sta¬ 
tistics etc. Questions on planning, bud¬ 
geting, developmental programmes, latest 
issues of political and constitutional im¬ 
portance, panchayati raj, electoral reforms, 
natural resources, culture, growth of na¬ 
tionalism, Committees, Commission etc 
can be expected .almost every year. Em¬ 
phasis normally are placed on the gen¬ 
eral aspects of the subject which every 
educated person aspiring to join the 
Civil Services as an officer, is expected 
to know. 

The fact that this paper needs spe¬ 
cial and thorough preparations need not 
be over-emphasised. The aspiring can¬ 
didates are expected to have keen inter¬ 
est in the General Studies and are 
supposed to have a good amount of 
interest in current affairs. Ail the prepa¬ 
ration starting from a scratch cannot be 
completed in the short period of 4 to 5 
months and the candidates must begin 
preparations early. Regular and detailed 
reading of a good national newspaper, a 
standard competition magazine and a 
basic book on general knowledge is tire 
essential pre-requisite. Those readers who 
still have two to three yeais of time left for 
becoming eligible to go in for Civil Ser¬ 
vices Examination must begin prepara¬ 
tions now. The candidates who do not 
have enough background in the General 
Studies may have to put in harder effort 
to catch up with the others. 

"General Knowledge Refresher" by 


O.P, Khanna and "The Competition Mas¬ 
ter" make a unique combination for this 
purpose. In addition, a good and basic 
book on Indian Constitution, latest plan 
document and budget/economic survey, 
basic books like NCERT books on Indian 
History and National Movement, World 
and Indian Geography and General Sci¬ 
ence are certain other books which caft 
fruitfully supplement the efforts. A good 
backgrounder on major national and in- 
| terna tional events assists the fresh starters 
j to understand the background of any so- 
| cial, economic or political event, enabling 
I them to understand the details and devel- 
| opments in a better way. In addition, the 
| candidates who have recently taken the 
j examination may also be consulted, 
i The candidates must bear one thing 
j in mind. Exhaustive study of each and 
; every aspect of the General Studies is es¬ 
sential. It would be wrong to presume that 
any single book would suffice. Every book 
has its strong and weak parts. It is, there¬ 
fore, left to the candidate to consult as 
many books as possible, so that every 
aspect is studied in the required detail. 
I Another important point is efficient time 
planning. The time available with the can¬ 
didates for preparations is limited and it 
has to be intelligently utilised. The candi¬ 
dates must not waste the time unnecessar¬ 
ily by going into lengthy details of one 
particular aspect, leaving other important 
aspects untouched. Moreover, it is better 
to draw up a formal time table so that no 
aspects of both the papers is left unpre¬ 
pared. 

To conclude, proper selection of op¬ 
tional subject, availability and selection 
of proper books and magazines, meticu¬ 
lous time management, proper planning, 
hard work and will to succeed are some 
of the attributes which play vital role in 
making a candidate successful. One 
thing good about this examination is 
that the preparations made do not go 
waste and are properly utilised for the 
main examination. Hard work invari¬ 
ably is rewarded with the sweet taste ol 
success. 


MANAGEMENT 

Business G.K. 


A number cf management institutes an now holding their group discussions and 
interviews Some common questions asked Me to the business world whuli candidate 
should be aware cf In fact, some tests have a section on harness CK, iduch w lain 
published m our past issues Readers have requested us to carry mon harness GfC as it 
is cf immense help to them m preparmg for MBA We give some more current business 
information whtUt will help the MBA aspirants 


Chairmen/Chief Executives 


Hindustan Motors Ltd 

Chandra Kant Btria 

Mesco Group 

Rita Singh 

Enron 

Rebecca Mark 

ITCltd 

YC Deveshwar 

UB Group 

Vipy Mallya 

VIP luggage 

Dilip Piramal 

Shaw Wallace 

Manohar Manu Chhabna 

Bombay Dyeing 

Nusli Wadia 

Nirma 

Kcshubhai Patel 

Raymond s 

V Stnghama 

NLPC MIC ON 

RP Khemka 

DPI 

TPG Nambiar 

Lscorts 

H P Nanda 

IPC A laboratories 

Anutabh Bachchan 

DCM 

V Bharat Ram 


Bylines 


Safekeepers to die nabon 

Godre) 

The Ultimate Dnving Machine 

BMW 

Bring Home the Leader 

Videocon 

Market Icadt rs in shampoos 

Hindustan Lcur 

Solutions for a small planet 

IBM 

let s make dungs better 

Philips 

Let Tmth Pit vail 

Tlit Times ot India 

Dnven by India 

Mnhindra and Malundia 

Tlie Sign of 1 xcelknice 

Omega Watches 

Live Lift. Kingsia? 

Ioui Square 

Success m ditfennt moulds 

Ispat Group 

Cortnechng People 

Nokia 

A Celebration of l ife 

Dtgjarn 

Made for bach Other 

Wills 

Brands 

Helix 

Motor oils made bv Shc41 

Van Heusen 

Qothes 

Ultima 

Tyres made bv JK Industries Ltd 

Harmonv 

Inttnor Hinushmgs from Vimal 

Rangoli 

Paints from Berger Paints 

Lexus 

Appliance's from Usha Srtfam 

Mergers and Acquisitions (M & A) 

Bidder Target 

Ana 

Whirlpool Ketvuiator 

Appliances 

SRF Ceat 

Tyres 

McLeod Russell Union Carbide 

Batteries, 


Bidder 

Target 

Area 

Hetnz 

Glaxo 

Foods 

Coca Cola 

Parle 

Soft dnnks 

Sara Lee 

Transelektra 

Mosquito Repellant 

Ford Motors 

Mahmdra & Mahtndra 

Motors 

Colgate 

Cibaca 

Personal Products 

Godre) 

Transelektra 

k^isquito Repellant 

Brooke Bond 

Cadbury s 

ke Cream 


Kwality 

Ice Cream 


Kissan 

Food Processing 

Wbmer Music 

Magnasound 

Cassettes CD> 

Electrolux 

Maharaja 

Appliances 

Hitachi 

JCT Electronics 

Colour Picton. 'TUbes 

Torrent Group 

Ahmedabad Electric 
Company 

Power 


Questions 

Q What ib the name of the place where the meetup of the World Eco¬ 
nomic 1 orum was held 7 

A Davos in Switzerland 

Q Name die organisation whiJi earned out an attack on Kentucky 1-ned 
Chicken in Bangalore 

A Karnataka Rajva Raitha Sangh (KRRS) Its president, MD 
Nanjundaswamv was remanded into judicial custody while KFC man¬ 
aging director Sandeep kohh said that it would open another outlel 
soon 

Q What was the level of foreign investment m India in tlte last 
) eai ’ 

A In 1994 Rs 141 9 billion worth of foreign investment was ap- 
proud but only Rs 29 72 billion actually came into the country li 
199* Rs 283 3 bil.ion foreign investment was approved but ptovi 
sional figures upto November show only Rs 38 80 billion actuallv cam* 
into the country Actual inflow s are much less than quantum of foreigr 
investment approved 

Q What is the level of India s defence spending ns a percentage 
of GDP 7 

A India s defence spending is 2 78 per cent of GDP tor tne vea 
1993 It has in fact reduced from 29 per cent in 1990 to 2 bo per cen 
m 1991 and 2 49 per cent in 1992 On the other hand Pakistan s de 
fence spending was 6% per cent of GDP and China spent 5 S3 per cent 

Q Which company has launched its CDR issue 7 

A Steel Authonty of India (SAIL) has become the first compan; 
this year to launch its $130 million GDR issue Other companies whicl 
may come up for a GDR issue are NTPC SBI BPC l and ICX SAIL i 
among the top 10 steel producers in the world 

Q What is the level of fiscal deficit 7 

A The fiscal deficit for 1993-% is expected to be 3 R per cent o 
GDP against the target of 3 5 per cent Jt was t> 7 per cent in 1994-9' 

Q What is the name of the companies owned by hawala accuses 
Joins 7 

A The flagship company ot the group is Bhilai Engineering Coi 
poration The other companies are Bharat Industrial Wtorks and Syr 
dicate Engineering 
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i Q. The Sensex is the index of stock market since long. Which is the 
new index? 

A. CRISIL-500. The index is made by the Credit Rating and Information 
; Services of India and covers 97 industries and 500 companies. Since it 
covers larger number of shares, it may reflect the stock market position 
better and will not fluctuate as dramatically like the Sensex, which 
- covers 30 companies. 

Q, Which company has tied up with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd to make 
the light transport aircraft? 

A. Reliance. The company will invest Rs 40 cram while HAL is putting 
Rs 15 crate. The Russian collaborator, Myasishdhev Design Bureau, is putting 
another Rs 40 crore and National Aerospace Laboratories has granted Rs 25 
crore. 

‘ Q, With which company is Shell tying up with to market liquid petroleum 
' in 55 kg cylinders? 
j A. Eagle Flask Industries. 

1 Q. With which company has Oberois tied up with to set up restaurahts 
h Australia? 

A. Hard Rock Cafe, a US chain. The chain may be expanded to New 
Zealand and India ton. 
j Q. What are GDRs? 

1 A. Global Depository Receipts. 

Q. What are IPOs? 

A. Initial Public Offerings, which means shares being offered for the first 
; time to the public. 

! Q. What is Java? 

. A. It is a computer language launched by Sun Microsystems in 

1995 which has become the standard on the Internet. It allows any 
program written in it to be compatible with all chips and operating 
1 systems. It does not require huge space for software but can reach 
across the Internet to pick up the specific application, called an applet, 
that it requires. 

Q. Which company is trying to take over Modiluft? 

A. NEPC. It made an offer to buy Modiluft shams at Rs 29 per sham. 

Q. Who is the chief executive of Hindustan Thompson Associates? 

A. M.K 'Mike' Khaim He has been inducted on the board of}. Whiter 
Thompson, the world's premier advertising agency; lie is the first Indian on its 
board. 

Q. Who is the president of fee SAARC Economic Association? 

A. Economist VJR. Panchmukhi has been elected president erf toe newly 
formed association. 

Q. Which company has tied up with state electricity boards of Gujarat 
and Wfest Bengal to set up distribution improvement projects? 

A. Electricite de France (EDF). The company is already participating in toe 
i Bhadrawati power project in Maharashtra. 

, ’ Q. Which merchant banker has been suspended by SEB1 for failure to 
exercise diligence in toe MS Shoes scandal? 

A. SB! Capital Markets (SBI Caps). 

Q. Which company is tying up with Haryana Financial Corporation for 
an insurance venture? 

A. Allianz Capital and Management Services. 

Q. What is toe level of rice exports from India? 

A. India exported 4.48 lakh tonnes valued at Rs 340.39 crore of rice 
in 1994-95. This year upto November 1995, it has exported 26 lakh tonnes 
valued at Rs 1580 crore, becoming the world's second largest rice ex¬ 
porter. 

Q. Why was die cash reserve ratio reduced recently? 

A. The cadi reserve ratio was reduced from 15 per cent to 14 per cent in 
two steps recently. This was done to release some funds in toe economy which 
was faring a severe liquidity crisis. A one percent reduction released Rs 4,000 


crores. 

Q. What is fuzzy iogk? 

A. It is a tachncrfogy that grafts toe impreriseness of human thought on 
to computer systems. Fuzzy controllers already work in industries, using 
underlying rules but changing responses to changing production situa¬ 
tions. 

Q, Name toe chairman of Peerless General Finance and Investment Co., 
who resigned recently 

A. PC. Sen. He resigned after tlie Supreme Court verdict on rates of 
commission earned by toe company. 

Q. Whidi committee was set up to look into toe insurance sector? 

A. The Malhotra Committee, which has recommended that private sector 
should be allowed to enter toe insurance sector. However, toe minimum capital 
for the new entrant should be Rs 100 crore. 

Q. DC Ltd was in die news for sponsoring toe World Cup. For what other 
reason is toe company now in the news? 

A. The company faces a Rs 837 crore penalty for excise evasion. The 
company is alleged to have sold cigarettes at a higher price than die one printed 
on packets, thereby paying less excise duty. 

Q. In terms of borrowings, what is India's rank in borrowings from die 
World Bank? 

A. China was the top borrower from the World Bank for the year 1994- 
95 with $3 billion, Mexico was second with $23 billion India was third with 
loans totalling $2.1 billion. 

Q. What is the size of the pollution control industry in India? 

A. Rs 5909 crore in 1994, which is expected to go up to Rs 14,(100 crore by 
die year 2000. India's current spending on environment protection is 0.3 per 
cent of GNP as against 1-3 per cent m developed countries 

Q. Which company got into a controversy for using Hitler’s pic¬ 
ture in their advertisements 7 

A. Punwire. The advertisements for pagers carried Hitler's pic¬ 
ture, offending people. The ads were withdrawn. 

Q. What is the level of foodgrain production m India during 1994- 
95? 

A. According to a report by the Ministry of Agriculture, India 
reaped a record harvest of 189 77 million tonnes, which is 4.7 tonnes 
more than last year. 

Q. Is there a correlation between economic growth and economic 
freedom?. 

A. According to a study, countries with more economic freedom 
have higher growth. On a scale of 10, Hong Kong, Singapore and USA 
come at the top while India gets a rating of 4.5, lower than even Paki¬ 
stan and Sri Lanka. 

Q, Whidi companies have become foe official suppliers for tlie Wirld 

Cup? 

A.ITC has paid 8 million pounds for the title sponsorship of the 
World Cup. The other sponsors are: Visa credit cards, Coca Cola, Fuji 
Films, Wimpy's Fast Food, Taj Holds, Indian Airlines and so on. 

Q. Who was the person who first introduced the .concept of re- ‘ 
engineering? 

A. Michael Hammer. 

Q. What is the share of women's contribution in managerial posts? 

A. About 23 out of every 1,000 administrative and managerial 
jobs belong to a woman. The figure is 116 for China and 402 for the 
USA. Among professional and technital workers, there are 205 women 
for every 1,000 jobs, compared to China, which has 451 and USA, 
which has 508 women in every 1,000 jobs. 

Q. What is Indii World? 

A. It is India’s first daily electronic news and information service on toe 
Internet 


7«ft-APRIL ’96 COMPETITION MASTER 


ADMISSION ALERT 

THE COMPETITION MASTER’S GUIDE TO MANAGEMENT RELATED COURSES 


We column alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations Institutes 
should send us information well in advance to be included m this feature 
Readers are advised to assess their own suitability beforeapplymg—this column 
is not a recommendation of any course or institute 

Statistics, Economics, Computer Science 

1. (a) B.Stat (Hons)—3 years full time. Eligibility: 10+2 with Maths 1 
and English 

(b) M.Stat—2 years. Eligibility Graduation with Stats or Maths ! 

(c) M.S. m Quantitative Economics—2 years. Eligibility: Gradua¬ 
tion with Econs and Maths 

(d) M.Tech in Computer Science—2 years. Eligibility Master s i 
Bachelor's degree in Engg or Technology, MBA or MCA 

Last date: March 29, 1996 Written test May 12 1996 Apply to Dean of 
Studies Indian Statistical Institute, 203 Barrackpore Road Calcutta—700 035 with 
a DD for Rs 60 , 

2 Part-time Course in Statistical Methods and Applications— 

Eligibility Graduates with Maths Last date March 29, 1996 Written test 
May 12, 1996 Apply to Indian Statistical Institute SJS Sansanwal Marg , 
New Delhi—110 016 with a DD ot Rs 60 ^ 

Engineering/Architecture 

1 Common Engineering Entrance Test (CEET-96)—(4-year engineer 
ing and 5 year architecture course) Eligibility 10+2 ol Haryana Board/CBSE or 
equivalent) Last date April 5 1996 Written test June 2,1996 Apply to Pnn 
cipal Regional Engineering College, Kurukshetra with a DD of Rs 60 

2 Combined Entrance Examination (CEE-96)— Eligibility Class 12 
with minimum 60% marks in Physics Chemistry and Maths aggregate and 
minimum age 17 years Last date March 25, 1996 Test May 19 1996 
Apply to Registrar University of Delhi, Delhi with a DD ot Rs 230 

3 Diploma in Industrial Engineering— 18 months, and in Industrial 

Management—2 years Eligibility Bachelor’s degree in Engg/Tech GATE 
qualified graduate for IE diploma Last date April 30,1996 Apply to Asstt 
Registrar NITIE, Vihar Lake, Bombay—400 087 with a DD of Rs 350 ( 

Management 

1 PGDBM—(2 years) Written test May 12,1996 Apply to BIM TECH 
Birla Vidva Niketan Complex, Sector IV Pushpa Vihar, New Delhi -110 017 i 

2 PGDBM— (2 years) Eligibility Graduate in any discipline open for , 
women candidates only Last date March 16,1996 Apply to India international 1 
School of Management, Gurukul Marg, SPS Mansarovar, Jaipur—302 020 j 
with a DD of Rs 250 

3 PGDBM — (2 years) Eligibility Graduate Last date April 10 1996 
Written test MAT on May 19 1996 Apply to Indian Institute of Science and 
Management, Institutional Area, Pundag, Ranchi—834 004 with a DD of Rs 275 
and an application to AIMA tor MAT 

4 PGDBM— (3-year, part-time, evening) Eligibility Graduate with 2 years 
working experience Last date March 16 1996 Appy tc New Delhi YMCA 
Institute tor Management Studies, Jai Singh Road, New Delhi—110 001 and 
Rs 110 through MO 

Distance Learning 

1 MBA and Master of Intemstkmsl Management (MIM)—Eligibility. 


Graduate Last date May 31,1996 Apply to International Institute of Manage¬ 
ment Sciences, Post Box No 609 Jaipur—302 004 with a DD ot Rs 250 

Hotel Management 

1 Diploma Programme in Hotel Manage m e nt— (3-year, fuH time) Elgtaity 
10+2 with English as compulsory subject Age Not more than22 years Wntten test- 
April 28 1996 Last date March 16,1996 Apply on the prescribed format to National 
Council for Hotel Management and Catering Technology, Post Bag No 2281, 
Chanakyapun PO, New Deis—110 021 with a DD of Rs 325. 

2. Bachelor of Hotel Management—(3 years, full time) Eligibility 
Class XII with minimum 50% marks Last date March 20,1996 Wntten test 
and group discussion mid-April, 1996 Apply to Principal, Welcomgroup 
Graduate School ot Hotel Administration, Valley View, Mampal—576 119, 
Karnataka with a DD of Rs 300 favouring ‘Dr TMA Pai Foundation' 

3 Bachelor of Hotel Management (BHM—3 years), PG Diploma (1 
year) and Diploma in Hotel Management (3 years)—Eligibility: 10+2 tor 
BHM and Graduate tor PG Diploma Last date May 15, 1996 Apply to 
Srinivas College of Hotel Management, GHS Road, Mangalore—575 001 
with a DD of Rs 125 

4 Diploma Course in Hotel Management (3 years)—Eligibility 10+2 
with minimum 45% marks and age below 22 years Written test May 26, 
1996 Apply to Indian institute ot Hotel Management, 11, IAS Colony 
Kidwaipuri Patna with a DD of Rs 250 

5 Diploma in Hotel Management (3 years)—Eligibility 10+2 and age 
below 22 years Last date Apnl 10,1996 Written test MAT on May 19 Apply 
to Indian Institute ol Science and Management, Pundag, Ranchi, with a DD 
ot Rs 275 and apply to AIMA for MAT 

6 BAJn Hospitality Management (4 years) and Diploma in Hotel 
Management (3 years)—Eligibility 10+2 Apply to RM Institute of Hotel 
Management, N-13 Saimk Farms, New Delhi with a DD of Rs 300. 

Programmes at JNU 

MA, M.Phil, Ph.D In International Studies, Languages, Social, Life and 
Environmental Sciences. Biotechnology, Computers and Physical Sciences— 
Last date April 2,1996 Apply to Deputy Registrar Admissions, Jawaharla! 
Nehru University New Delhi - 110 067 with an IPO of Rs 50 For further 
details see advt published on February 18 1996 

Company Secretary 

Foundation Course—(8 months) Elnbitity 10+2 or equivalent Last date 
March 31,1996 Apply to Institute of Company Secretaries of India, ICSI House, 
22 Institutional Area. Lodi Road, New Delhi—110 003 with a DD of Rs 35 

Agricultural Sciences 

B.Sc/M.Se in Agricultural Sciences—Eligibility Intermediate for B Sc and 
55% marks in graduation tor M Sc Last date’ Apnl 10,1996 Wntten test June 
9,1996 Apply to GB Pant University ol Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar— 
263 145, Dist Naimtal, with a DD of Rs 25 for B Sc and Rs 50 for M Sc 

Social Service 

Diploma Course in Mental Retardation —(1 year) Eligibility 10+2/lnter- 
mediate or equivalent Minimum age 18 years Course wilt be available m dif¬ 
ferent States Last date April 30,1996 Apply to National institute for Mentally 
Handicapped, Manovtkas Nagar, Secunderabad—500 009 with a DD of Rs 30 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. array; (a) confusion (b) series (c) contradiction (4) com¬ 
pulsion. 

2 banter: (a) jest (b) murmur (c) whisper (4) rest. 

3. canard: (a) information (b) entertainment (c) rumour 
(d) analysis 

4. disparate: (a) different (b) similar (c) proud (d) humble. 

5. effulgence: (a) discovery (b) invention (c) radiance (if) suf¬ 
fering. 

6. forebode: (a) decide (b) judge (c) believe (4) warn. 

7. gullible: (a) scholariy (b) credulous (c) critical (d) childish. 

8. hodge-podge: (a) ignorance (born) (b) enlighten¬ 
ment (delayed) (c) effort (sincere) (d) collection (confused). 

9. imprimatur: (a) description (b) suggestion (c) permis¬ 
sion (4) invitation. 

10. keel: (a) collapse (b) struggle (c) recover (4) narrate. 

11. loom (v): (a) vanish (suddenly) (b) appear (threat¬ 
ening) (c) grow (fast) (4) run (slow). 

12 mulch: (a) deep thinking (b) protective covering (c) slow 
moving (4) rapid reading. 

13. nincompoop: (a) social reformer (b) successful artist (c) 
popular singer (4) foolish person. 

14. obesity: (a) excellence (b) darkness (c) fatness (4) barrier, 

15. pussyfoot: (a) act (dangerously) (b) act (timidly) (c) suffer 
(silently) (4) work (consistently). 

16. raunchy: (a) obscene (b) delicate (c) deliberate (4) self¬ 
ish. 

17. spook: (a) enlighten (b) frighten (c) deepen (4) impoverish. 

18. taciturn: (a) talkative (b) learned (c) reticent (4) secretive. 

19. yucky: (a) pleasing (b) stinking (c) bright (4) disgusting. 

20. zealot: (a) pick-pocket (b) fanatic (c) devotee (4) informer. 

ANSWERS 

1. array: (b) series, display, arrangement. 

—Small wonder then that human beings have an array of 
defences to protect their self-esteem. 

2 banter: (u) jest, speak jokingly or playfully. 

—To banter even when the situation is grave, is an art which a 
very few people know or practise. 

3. canard: (c) rumour, false report. 

—Some people derive sadistic pleasure in spreading canards 
about their opponents. 

4. disparate: (a) different (in kind or degree). 

—To everybody's surprise and dismay all the five experiments 
gave quite disparate results. 

5. effulgence: (c) radiance, glory. 

—Oily an interplay of freedoms between the writer and the reader 
can result in the autonomic (personal) effulgence of a work of art. 


6. forebode: (4) warn, foreshadow. 

—Populism and the resultant profligacy on the part of any 
government forebodes economic disaster of fearful dimensions. 

7. gullible: (b) credulous, easily deceived. 

—He must have been pretty gullible to fall for that old trick. 

8. hodge-podge: (4) confuwd or disorderly collection. 

—The audience failed to appreciate his speech because it 

was an hodge-podge of other people's ideas. 

9. imprimatur, (c) permission, approval. 

—The Cabinet has given its imprimatur to the policy of 
sanctioning or starting power projects in the private sector. 

10. keel: (n) collapse, fall over. 

—Not long ago, the Indian economy was keeling over into 
near bankruptcy. 

11. loom (v): (b) appear or look (threatening), 

—The prospect of another war over the disputed territory 
loomed large in everybody's mind.. 

12. mulch: ( b) protective covering (of kill weeds). 

—The fiction writers in England seem to have failed to 
capitalise on the social mulch that has grown there over the 
years. 

13. .nincompoop; (4) foolish person. 

—Though the writer was a literary genius, he was also a 
political nincompoop. 

14. obesity: (c) fatness. 

—Sinceobcsih/is the result of abnormal eating habits, behaviour 
modification is an effective treatment 

15. pussyfoot: (b) act (cautiously or timidly). 

—the Indian rupee is allowed to slide one day and desper¬ 
ately held up the next day by die nation's pussyfooting money 
managers. 

16. raunchy: (a) obscene, coarse. 

—The way raunchy advertisements are appearing both in 
the print and visual media, should be a matter of concern for 
all. 

17. apook: (b) frighten, scare. 

—Sometimes even a whiff of wind in darkness is enough to 
spook us for a moment. 

18. taciturn: ( c) uncommunicative, reticent. 

—Some people, by natuie and temperament, are .taci¬ 
turn, even in parties, 

19. yucky: (4) disgusting, nasty. 

—He was fed up with the yucky conduct of his children in 
midst of guests and strangers. 

20. zealot: (b) fanatic, bigot. 

—The world order today is being threatened by zealots and 
religious fundamentalists. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


NATIONAL 


INTERIM BUDGET 

C ONFIRMING government claims, the 
revised estimates for 1995-96 show 
that the tax revenue touched Rs 81,088 
crore showing a rise of Rs 6,714 crore over 
the budget estimates of Rs 74,374 crore. 
Customs collections overshot the 1995-96 
budget target of Rs 29,500 crore by 19.8 
per cent to touch Rs 35,352 crore as per the 
revised estimates. The budget estimate for 
1996-97 is Rs 43,485 crore. 

The central excise duties, however, 
have fallen short of the target of Rs 42,780 
crore by Rs 1,780 crore. The estimate for 
1996-97 is Rs 46,124 crore, showing that 
the government expects excise realisations 
to pick up in the coming financial year. 

Total revenue receipts for 1995-96 
touched Rs 110,191 crore exceeding the 
target of Rs 100,787 crore. The budget es¬ 
timate for 1996-97 is Rs 127,162 crore 
Drop in RBI credit level: The revised 
estimates show that the Centre has man¬ 
aged to reduce the level of net RBI credit 
to the government, which has been high 
throughout the year. The budget deficit 
stands at Rs 7,600 crore against the esti¬ 
mate of Rs5,000 crore, a slippage of Rs 2,600 
crore. But RBI credit had gone up to Rs 
16,000 crore for some time. It now appears 
that the government has managed to put 
out in the market much of the borrowings 
which had developed on the RBI for want 
of takers for government securities. 

Target of 10m jobs per year. In his 
interim budget speech, Dr Manmohan 
Singh set a target of creating 10m jobs in 
the next yean He proposed to allot Rs 1,970 
crore for the Employment Assurance 
Scheme for 1996-97. Allocation for educa¬ 
tion has also been increased, while the 
target of reducing the number of people 
below the poverty line has been put at 
las than 10 per cent by the year 2001. 

PSU disinvestment: The government 
has slashed the target for disinvestment 
of equity holdings in FSUs for 1996-97 by 
Rs 2,000 crore to Rs 5,000 crore since re- 


Recent Economic News 


Crashing of the Rupee ; t 

, ;0n February 5, the Indian rupee experiencedan Alt-time low against foe 
dollar. It recorded a value of 38.30 against the dollar, following an ail-round dollar 
buying spree led by State Bank oi India (SBl) in the interbank foreign exchange 
(forex) market. SBl made purchases mainly on behalf of offshore Oil companies. 
'Other commercial banks e.g. Canata Bank, also made heavy purchases of the tiS 
jpurrency on behalf of the corporate sector. ^ -« t- '■ ; 

Subsequently, on February 7, the Reserve Bank of India announced a paekf : 
age of measures to curb the rupee slide. Broadly, these measures ware: scheme 
of post shipment export credit denominated in dollars terminated, frea|ng ,of lrtter-t 
est rate on post-shipment rupee credit for over 90 days, raising of interest rate? 
surcharge on import finance from 15 to 25 per cant, cancellation of forward con¬ 
tracts and monitoring of intra-day transactions of authorised dealers, qtitfon to he 
taken against exporters who don’t realise export proceeds within lime lforit—per¬ 
mission to realise proceeds after due date will be granted only in extraordinary 
circumstances. V - 

While the rupee staged a comeback in the Interbank forex 
of State for Commerce P. Chidambaram favoured the RBI’s intervention: Me pointed; 
out that efforts should be made to peg the trade deficit at the "nranageabfe* level, 
of around 3.5 billion dollars. Exporters, however, decried the measures announced 
by the RBI. They said the measures would erode competitiveness and would prove 
counter-productive. Export credit, they said, would become costlier. 

A cheaper rupee is supposed to have manifold effects. Indian goods with Ww 
import content become cheaper and more competitive In foreign markets However, 
beyond a certain point, this becomes ineffective. Second, imports become costlier 
which leads to reduced imports of goods that can watt but an increase in essentials’ 
import bill. Third, domestic inflation rises. Fourth, in the absence of competition— 
when domestic industry enjoys protection due to costlier imports—domeaticprfces 
can rise. Fifth, travel overseas becomes costlier. Businesses may alsodteragard the 
rupee and transact in hard currencies. Moreover, investors shift to gold, jewellery and 
land because of erosion of wealth held in rupees. More dangerous is the fact that 1 
there could be a flight of capital through hawala transactions. ^ 

RBI measures to Halt slide of Re 

It announced a series of tough measures, principally aimed at squeezing export¬ 
ers into bringing their retained earning® into the country by cutting export credit and 
discouraging untrammelled imports by hiking import credit costs, it also warned market 
speculators of closer supervision and tough action. 


The measures j 

■ Scheme of post-shipment export credit denominated in dollars terminated. ; 

■ interest rate freed on post-shipment rupee credit for over 90 days. / 

■ Interest rale surcharge oh impest finance raised from 15 per cert to 25 per cent, 1; 
• Cancellation of forward contracts and intra-day transactions of authorised dealers 

■ yrili be monitored. ■ f 

N Exporters who dap’t realise export proceeds within time limit witf face action" 

■ Permieslon to realise proceeds after due date win be granted only to extraordinary 
circumstances.':, " v 
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ceipts were only Rs 357 crore against the 
target of Rs 7,000 crore last year. Major 
hikes in loans to PSUs have been an¬ 
nounced, increasing to Rs 831 crore com¬ 
peted to Its 439 crore in the previous year. 

Subsidies: Both food and fertiliser 
subsidies continued to add pressure on 
the fiscal deficit by exceeding their alloca¬ 
tions. Food subsidies stand at Rs 5,500 
crore against the target of Rs 5,250 crore. 
Fer tiliser si ihsidies were Rs 6,235 crore against 

die budgeted Rs 5,400 crore. The higher es¬ 
timates are a result of several factors, includ¬ 
ing rise in input costs, high releases through 
PDS and rising international prices. 

(For more details see 
Special Feature on P. 768) 

RAILWAY BUDGET 

TJRESENTING the interim railway bud- 
X get (vote-on-account) in the last ses¬ 
sion of the 10th Lok Sabha on February 
27, 1996, Minister of State for Railways 
Suresh Kalmadi did not impose any fresh 
levies on account of fares and freight 
charges. The budget envisages an esti¬ 
mated income of Rs 23,385 crore from the 
gross traffic receipts, which is Rs 1,210 
crote more than the revised estimates for 
the current year. Additional revenue earn¬ 
ing was expected as freight loads were 
expected to go up by 25 million tonnes 
and passenger traffic by 9 per cent. 

The total working expenses for 
1996-97 were estimated at Rs 20,807 crore, 
leaving the net traffic receipts at Rs 2,578 
crore. After adding net miscellaneous re¬ 
ceipts of Rs 279 crore, the net railway rev¬ 
enue is estimated at Rs 2,857 crore. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

* Railways carried 365 million tonnes 
of freight. 

* Operating ratio improved to 84.9 per 
cent from 816 per cent (revised tar¬ 
get). 

* Revised 'excess’ is Rs 2318 crore against 
budget target of Rs 2,055 crore. 

too april ’ns competition master 


# Internal and extra budgetary re¬ 
sources at about 85 per cent of the 
annual plan. Budgetary support at 
15 per cent Dividend payment 
comes to Rs 1,360 crore. 

$ Railways internal resources for plan 
expenditure raised to Rs 4,423 crore 
from the budget estimates of Rs 
4,100 crore. 

SCANDALS 

Hawala Claims More Victims 

T HE Hawala case continued to domi¬ 
nate the national scene as tainted min¬ 
isters submitted their resignations. Textiles 
Minister Kamal Nath submitted his res¬ 
ignation on February 19,1996. The next 
day Civil Supplies Minister Buta Singh 
and Minister of State for Agriculture 
Arvind Netam, also did so. Minister of 
State for Urban Development R.K. 
Dhawan was next. 

On February 22, 1996 the CBI 
chargesheeted 14 persons, including R.K. 
Dhawan, C.K. Jaffar Sharief, A.K. Sen, 
Harmohan Dhawan, N.D. Tiwari, Buta 
Singh, Arvind Netam, Kamal Nath, 
Natwar Singh and Shared Yadav. The CBI 
also sought the President's sanction to 
prosecute Delhi Chief Minister Madan Lai 
Khurana, who submitted his resignation. 
The chargesheets were filed in the court of 
Special Judge V.B. Gupta. 

The politicians against whom non- 
bailable warrants had been issued by the 
designated CBI court, were granted an¬ 
ticipatory bail by the High Court. The 
special court also accepted the bail bond 
of BJP president L.K. Advani. 

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court, on 
March 1, 1996, freed the CBI from the 
control of the Prime Minister in the 
hawala case. The court ordered the CBI 
not to accept instruction from any au¬ 
thority or furnish any particulars to 
those who were likely to be affected by 
the probe. 


Housing Scam 

A FTER receiving over 200 complaints, 
jTxthe Supreme Court ordered the CBI 
on February 14,1996 to probe into out- 
of-turn allotments of over 8000 Govern¬ 
ment houses in Delhi, made during 1989- 
94. The Public Accounts Committee of 
Parliament noted that the percentage of 
out-of-turn allotments, with reference to 
total number of allotments made in a 
year, had "progressively increased from 
26.4 m 1991 to 33 1 in 1992, 38 in 1993 
and 47 19 in 1994", as against the pre¬ 
scribed norm of 20 per cent and in some 
categories of houses the percentage was 
more than 85. 

The Supreme Court directed the CBI 
to complete the probe within two months 
and submit the report by April 15, 1996. 
The CBI's task revolves around the cases 
where the flats were acquired after pay¬ 
ment of bribes. 

The move is likely to expose a scam 
bigger than the hawala case, as in a major¬ 
ity of the cases die allottees had allegedly 
paid an amount ranging from Rs 20,000 to 
Rs 1 lakh 

Bihar Fodder Scam 

HE Patna High Court, on February 22, 
1996 issued notices to the CBI, Bihar's 
Chief Commissioner of Income Tax and 
the Principal Accountant General Ranchi 
to inform the court of their respective 
positions in the animal husbandry scan¬ 
dal 

The Bihar government set up a one- 
man commission of inquiry by a retired 
judge of the Patna High Court, to go 
into the excess withdrawals from vari¬ 
ous treasuries by officials of the Animal 
Husbandry Department of the State. 
Non-inspection of the treasuries for the 
last 15 to 20 years was primarily respon¬ 
sible for the fraudulent withdrawal 
amounting to crores. The government 
has lodged 32 FIRs against 458 persons, 
including 160 government employees, 
in connection with the scandal. 
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Biju Patnaik chargesheeted 

T HE Orissa vigilance department filed 
two chargesheets against former Chief 
Minister Biju Patnaik under the Preven¬ 
tion of Corruption Act, 1988. Patnaik is 
alleged to have obtained benefits amount¬ 
ing to over Rs 16.35 crore during his ten¬ 
ure as a public servant. The first 
chargesheet was filed on February 28,1996. 
It accused him of abusing his official po¬ 
sition in granting concession on bam¬ 
boo royalty to Ballarpur Industries Ltd. 
The money was stated to have been de¬ 
posited in an account in the name of a 
lanata Dal MLA from where it was trans¬ 
ferred to the personal savings account 
of the Dal leader. 

RAJYA SABHA 
Biennial Elections Held 

T HE biennial elections to the permanent 
body of the Union Legislature were 
held tor the 60 seats, excluding the 11 
seats in Uttar Pradesh for which elec¬ 
tions could not be held for want of As¬ 
sembly. 

At the first instance 19 candidates 
were declared elected unopposed. Con¬ 
gress registered a clean sweep in Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Assam and bagged 10 seats from other five 
States. After the contest of February 19, 
1996, the Congress won 21 seats, the BJP 
10, the Janata Dal 8, the CPI-M and the 
AIADMK 5 each, Telegu Desam (Naidu) 
4, Shiv Sena 2, and CPI, AGP, Forward 
Bloc, TDP (NTR) and Independents got 
one each. The prominent leaders elected 
were former Karnataka Chief Minister 
Ramakiishna Hegde, Union Ministers S.B. 
' Chavan and Mr N.K.R Salve. 

The outcome was on expected lines, 
reflecting the strength of various parties 
in the State Assemblies. There was no 
major cross-voting. 

The Congress marginally improved 
its strength in the Rajya Sabha but it 


continues to be in minority, thus mak¬ 
ing it obligatory to embark on the sup¬ 
port of Opposition for major 
constitutional amendments. On the 
other hand, only a united Opposition 
can assert its presence as no single Op¬ 
position party has the strength to 
govern the show. 

ELECTIONS 

EC Recommends Realistic Poll 
Funding 

W HILE emphasizing the exercise of 
reasonable control on the expendi¬ 
ture incurred by a candidate on his elec¬ 
tion, the Election Commission on Febru¬ 
ary 20,1996, recommended an increase in 
poll expenses limit to Rs 15 lakh for Par¬ 
liament constituency, from the present limit 
of Rs 45 lakh. It also proposed an increase in 
die limit to Rs 6 lakh for the Assembly 
Constituency. These recommendations were 
made subject to the Government's making 
changes in the electoral law, to include the 
spending of political parties'for the 
candidate's election expenses. 

These measures have been sug¬ 
gested to curb the influence of 'black 
money' in the elections. The Chief Elec¬ 
tion Commissioner; Mr T.N. Seshan, in a 
letter to the Prime Minister wrote that the 
ceiling should be increased simultaneously 
with changes in Section 77 of the Repre¬ 
sentation of the People Act. While refer¬ 
ring to the increase in the limit for 
reasonable expenditure, Dr M.S. Gill also 
stressed that the 'reasonable' ceiling 
should be decided from time to time. 

Opposition seeks State funding: The 
Opposition parties have sought State fund¬ 
ing of elections and opposed any "piece¬ 
meal" attempt to hike the ceiling on poll 
expenses to remove the ills of the electoral 
system. At the all party meeting, convened 
by the Home Minister S.B. Chavan, they 
also demanded introduction of a Lokpal 
Bill to go into complaints of corruption in 


high places. 

Supreme Court to curb poll expenses; 
On February 20,1996, the Supreme Court 
expressed its resolve to wipe out the use 
of black money by political parties as the 
Union government conceded it had failed 
in ensuring the filling of income tax re¬ 
turns by the major political parties. The 
Apex Court observed that Section 77 of 
the Representation of the People Act was 
breeding corruption. Notably, Section 77 
of the Act provides ceiling on the ex¬ 
penditure which could be incurred by a 
candidate during his election, but ex¬ 
empts expenses by his party on a third 
person. The case had been initiated by 
'Common Cause', an activist 
organisation. 

TELECOM POLICY 
Privatisation Upheld by SC 

0 |N February 19,1996, the Supreme 
Court dismissed the writ petitions 
arid upheld the policies of the Govern¬ 
ment on the telecom privatisation. 

On the three issues viz., Privatisation, 
Regulatory Authority and Favouritism in 
the tenders, the Court ruled that the 'right 
to privatisation is with the Parliament'. 
On the charges of corruption and 
favouritism. Court ruled that no evidence 
was found. 

The Supreme Court's decision ended 
file delay in privatising file basic phone 
services in the country. The judgment lifted 
the earlier stay granted on the finalisation 
of tender bid on five circles and 
retendering for 13 other circles. The three- 
judge bench, headed by the Chief Justice 
A.M. Ahmadi, said that the Government 
has the right to grant licenses to private 
operators under the Telegraph Act and 
privatisation as a fundamental concept 
can only be examined by the Parliament. 
In this regard the Court observed that 
an Independent Telecom Regulatory 
Authority will enable the country to har- 
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ness private gains for the social pur¬ 
poses. 

UTTAR PRADESH 
Uttarakhand agitators get 
compensation 

T HE Allahabad High Court has 
awarded compensation of Rs 10 lakh 
to the dependents of the each person killed 
during the Uttarakhand agitation/ which 
was launched when Mr Mulayam Singh 
Yadav was the Chief Minister of UP. 

The judgement pertains to the incident 
of October 2,1992, when the UP Police and 
die Provincial Armed Constabulary opened 
fire in Muzaffamagar on the Uttarakhand 
activists who were going to Delhi. 

In its judgement the court observed 
that unusual belligerence had been 
shown towards the people demonstrat¬ 
ing for the hill State of Uttarakhand. It 
ordered payment of compensation of 
Rs2.5 lakh to the persons who sustained 
injuries resulting in permanent disabil¬ 
ity and Rs50,000 for other injured persons 
and the nearly 400 people who were il¬ 
legally detained. Besides, Rs 5 lakh com¬ 
pensation was awarded to victims of 
molestation. 

In view of the gross violation of the 
human rights the court suggested that 
the State Government might consider es¬ 
tablishment of Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion to deal with complaints arising 
within the State, as envisaged in the Hu¬ 
man Right Act 1992. 

_ 

Militants Offer Talks 

T HE seven-year-old militancy move in 
j&K took an unprecedented turn on 
February 8,1996 when four top militant 
leaders expressed their willingness to en¬ 
ter into a dialogue with the Union Gov¬ 
ernment. Of the four militants, three, 


namely, Babar Badr, Bilal Lodhi and Imran 
Rahi, have had links with militant 
organisation Muslim Janbaaz Force (MJF), 
Al-Barq and Hizbul Mujahideen, respec¬ 
tively. The fourth lesser known Ghulam 
Mohiud-Din hails from Muslim 
Mujahideen. 

With the disowning of the proposal 
by various militant organisations, in¬ 
cluding the JKLF, cracks in the ranks of 
militant outfits have candidly surfaced. 
While doubts are being raised about the 
four having any mandate of the public 
in general, the four leaders have shown 
their mettle in mobilizing people's sup¬ 
port. Nonetheless, the readiness of the 
four, who dared to cut across the mili¬ 
tant divide, is seen as a very healthy 
indication to resolve the long prevail¬ 
ing Kashmir turmoil which has brought 
unfathomable loss to the economy and 
the inhabitants of this 'paradise on the 
earth'. 

Ban extended on JKLF: Amidst posi¬ 
tive indications on having talks with four 
militant leaders, the Union Cabinet on 
February 17,1996 decided to extend ban 
on the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF) under the Unlawful Activi¬ 
ties Prevention Act. The ban, first im¬ 
posed in 1990, was subsequently renewed 
in 1992 and 1994. 

NUCLEAR POWER 
Funds crunch hits projects 

A funds crunch has hit India's nuclear 
xVprogramme, according to the chair¬ 
man of the Atomic Energy Commission 
Mr R. Chidambaram. A major reason for 
the crunch is the non-recovery of dues for 
power delivered to various State Electric¬ 
ity Boards, totalling Rs 912 crore. The 
major defaulters are UP with Rs 269 crore, 
Rajasthan with Rs 112 crore and Haryana 
with Rs 107 crore. 

The Nuclear Power Corporation has 
plans to increase the installed capacity of 


its atomic power plants from die present 
2,000 mw to 20,000 mw in the next two 
decades, but this would depend on bud¬ 
getary support. An option being consid¬ 
ered is to attract public funds though 
this would mean a change in die Atomic 
Energy Act, which vestB ownership with 
the government. 

WATER POLICY 
Meeting of the NWRC held 

T HE meeting of the National Water Re¬ 
sources Council (NWRC) on Febru¬ 
ary 6, 1996 evoked mixed views on the 
necessity of framing of guidelines on the 
sharing of inter-State rivers. While the 
Chief Ministers agreed that water should 
be treated as a national resource, there 
was no unanimity on guidelines regard¬ 
ing sharing of water. The Prime Minis¬ 
ter assured that there would be no im¬ 
position from the Centre. 

CHILD LABOUR 

Implementation of Scheme Tardy 

A CCORDING to a report by the Centre 
Ixior Concern for Child Labour; die am¬ 
bitious Rs 850 crore programme to elimi¬ 
nate child labour from hazardous occupa¬ 
tions is not progressing well. The 
programme was launched in September 
1995, a year after the Prime Minister an¬ 
nounced die government's commitment 
to eliminate child labour in his Indepen¬ 
dence day address. 

Against a modest target of pulling out 
4 lakh children a year, only 70,000 chil¬ 
dren have been covered so far. At this rate, 
the annual target can only be reached by 
the year 2000. 

The major hazardous occupations 
include carpet weaving, cement 
manufacturing, building construction, 
matchbox and beedi manufacturing 
and glass making. 
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The report also questions the ratio* 
nale of aiming child labour only in the 
organised sector. This would leave room 
for exploitation of child labour in the 
informal sector, including small manu¬ 
facturing units, dhabas and domestic 
work. 

The States with the highest number 
of child workers are: Andhra Pradesh 19.50 
lakh, Madhya Pradesh 16.99 lakh, 
Maharashtra 15.58 lakh, UP 14.35 lakh and 
Karnataka with 11.31 lakh. 

HEALTH 

TB claims 10,000 lives every yeer 

A T least 1 million cases of tuberculosis 
are reported every year in India re¬ 
sulting in 10,000 deaths, according to the 
National Institute of Nutrition (NIN). 
Malnutrition and TB are widespread and 


often co-exist among large sections of 
economically backward population. Pro¬ 
tein energy malnutrition is still widely 
prevalent among Indian children. Chil¬ 
dren suffering from malnutrition are an 
easier prey to the killer disease, accord¬ 
ing to NIN. 

Television induced epilepsy on 
the rise 

E XCESSIVE television viewing and 
over-indulgence in video games by 
children is leading to a steady increase in 
the incidence of epilepsy. Children are now 
glued to the television for a longer time 
now, according to the All India Neurol¬ 
ogy Update, 1996. Television induced epi¬ 
lepsy among children was common in fee 
West but now cases are being reported in 
India too. Adults who watch excessive tele¬ 
vision were also prone to television in¬ 
duced epilepsy. 


INDIA-RAKISTAN 
Pakistan encouraging terrorism 
and narcotics trade 

INDIA charged, Pakistan, again on Feb- 
lruary 29,1996 of invlovement in cross 
border terrorism and narcotics trade. In a 
detailed statement of fee Ministry of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs, five such incidents have 
beat mentioned. In addition to the Purulia 
arms-drop and fee seizure of 361 pistols 
and ammunition by the Delhi police, fee 
other documented incidents are arrest in 
1995 of a Pakistani national wife a con¬ 
signment of arms. An arms catch was also 
made in February following the arrest of 
four Pakistani nationals who were carry- „ 
ing pistols, ammunition and narcotics. In' 
another incident, a Pakistani national was" 
found hiding in fee Samjlmta Express, 
who revealed feat his mission was to 


TEST OF REASONING 

This book is must for you to give you ample 

practice in 

Reasoning Ability Verbal and Non-Verbal Series 

Verbal Analogies 

Syllogism 

Statistical Data Representation 
Quantitative Aptitude 

ORDER TODAY 

ASK YOUR LOCAL BOOK SELLER OR WRITE TO US 

A Prestigious Publication of 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) 

(Publishing Division of Chandika Press Limited) 

126, Industrial Area, Chandigarh—160 002 


APRIL'96 COMPETITION MASTER 793 







CURRENT AFFAIRS 


INTERNATIONAL 


organise terrorist activities in India. 

Pakistan rejected Indian claims and 
levelled counter allegations of India's sup¬ 
port to certain groups in Pakistan. India, 
however, dismissed the claims. 

IRELAND 

IRA Breaks Cease-fire with Bomb 
Attack 

A powerful bomb blast on February 9, 
1996, in London's Docklands business 
district, virtually brought an end to the 
17-month old cease-fire by IRA, which 
began on August 31, 1994. 

While US Government threw its 
weight behind the demand of British and 
Irish Governments asking IRA for renun¬ 
ciation of violence and honouring the 
ceasefire, Gerry Adams of Sinn Feinn, 
IRA's political wing, pleaded with Britain 
and Ireland to give a watertight pledge on 
holding all-party northern Ireland talks to 
salvage peace efforts. The IRA, in turn, 
blamed UK for the break-down in peace 
, process and vowed to keep up its armed 
campaign against British rule. 

Backed by US President Clinton, the 
British Prime Minister john Major and his 
Irish counterpart John Bruton are invok¬ 
ing on a joint Anglo-Irish solution to the 
problem of Northern Ireland's trouble spot. 
Unperturbed by the blasts, on February 
12, 1996 the British Prime Minister John 
Major affirmed his decision to stick to his 
call for the elections. The M15, the counter¬ 
terrorist service, has activated itself to meet 
with the fresh challenges from the IRA's 
denouncing cease-fire. 


BRITAIN 

Major Survives Scott Report 

F ollowing the publication of judge 
Sir Richard Scott's report on arms sale 
to Iraq, the British’ Prime Minister John 
- Major found himself on the verge of loos¬ 


ing. Scott inquired into whether the policy 
to check the might of Saddam Hussain 
was changed as also whether Parliament 
was misled on it. 

While maintaining that the Scott re¬ 
port gave a clean chit to the Government 
and the minister as also to the Parliament 
on the issue of sale of arms to the Iraq and 
conspiracy to send innocents in jail, Mr 
Major did not concede to David Trimble 
of the Ulster Unionists for a conditional 
support. Finally, on February 27,1996 with 
Major's Government survived by one vote 
(320-319), the possibility of General Elec¬ 
tions in Britain in 19% also subdued. 

MIDDLEEAST 
Setback to Peace Process 

O N February 7, 1996 the PLO an¬ 
nounced its decision to have a new 
charter to honour its promise to Israel to 
amend its 1%8 covenant. Israel expressed 
its willingness to pull out from South 
Lebanon, and the peace process in the 
Middleast got a tremendous boost. But the 
two blasts of February 25, 19%, one in 
Central Jerusalem and the other an hour 
later in the southern port city of Ashkelon 
caused a major setback to peace efforts. 


Bombs are nothing new in Israel. Since the 
Oslo accord, over 150 people have died 
during the last 30 months. However, the 
latest explosions, which claimed more than 
22 lives and left more than 50 persons 
injured, are considered as the bloodiest 
since Israel signed the peace deal with PLO 
in 1993. 

Again on March 3, 19%, at least 20 
people were killed when a powerful bomb 
ripped through a packed passenger bus in 
Jerusalem. The Israeli government de¬ 
clared an "all-out war" against the radi¬ 
cal Palestinian movement, Hamas, and 
decided upon measures to counter the 
terrorist threat. The next day another 
bomb exploded in Tel Aviv in a shop¬ 
ping mall. 

The Qassam military wing of Hamas, 
which claimed to have carried out the 
blasts to avenge the January 5 killing of 
Yehia Ayyash, has demonstrated that de¬ 
spite its reduced strength it has the power 
to create trouble. And in the process it has 
given a serious blow to Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Shimon Peres who has called for early 
elections. 

Both Mr Yasser Arafat and Mr Shimon 
Peres, whose political career depends on 
the peace talks, have announced to con¬ 
tinue the peace process. 


Software to stop outflow of capital 

American economists have devised a, computer software to detect improper 
Import end export invoicing which is the root of money laundering through the 
hawaia system. The professors at the Florida International University have created 
a global price matrix against which prices stated; by indlah traders can be readily 
checked* Abnormal pricing could thus easily be detected. " 

Analysis of India's trade reveals slgnificanf putftows of capital exceeding an 
estimated ten billion dollars annually and controlling to the crash of ihe rupee. 
Application of the matrix can facilitate the detectingfjrocess based on economft 
cost-benefit criteria. ' , * * V 

The study for 1993 revealed that Indian : companies were exporting exercise 
bicycles for a price of 51 cents against a. global price of 100 dollars. Imparts were 
over-priced and-tyres were shown to have been bought for $1000 when their price 
was just $150. In this way, the traders could hoodwink, the flBI -and .generate funds 
abroad without bringing them into'Bie country. The difference In prices-go to lead 
the huge hawaia network. 
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Recent Economic News 


World Economic Forum 

The World Economic Forum opened on February 1 in Davos emphasising on 
the fact that globalisation has had serious backlashes on rich countriesae fares the 
social sector is concerned. Interestingly, «n increasing number of poBhdaM.trr the 
North (the First World) have been waminp that globalisation has tifaen terfdry] |ob>8 
and investment from the North to dm South. This has created unemphnyment and 
a new underclass in the North. There have been major changes from what was the 
trend earlier. Before this extensive globalisation process, when corporate profits 
boomed, it meant more jobs and Increased job security. However, now es Cornpa* 
nies announce record profits, they also announce slashing of jobs. CorpdrSte toy- 
aities seem to be changing and assuming new, inexplicable dimeneidna. 
Unemployment seems to be on the rise even in European countries. Soblety is 
becoming increasingly unequal. The pace of technical change makes old skjlte 
obsolete and it has become difficult for employees to keep pace with these changes. 

In fact, it has also been suggested that investment should be shifted back to the ( 
North from the South. Inspite of alt these problems, it was also accepted that 
globalisation has helped inequality define in the world on the whole even though 
it might have, increased in the North. The effects of the globalisation process bn the 
, whole world are quite paradoxical.; 


BANGLADESH 

Land-slide win for Khaleda Zia 

T TNPERTURBED by the strikes, proces- 
U sions, protests, the burning down of 
the office of the ruling Bangladesh Na¬ 
tionalist Party (BNP) in Mymensingh and 
the gunning down of Nazi Mohammad 
Alim, the leader of Awami league on 
February 8,19% Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia, ensured that the elections were con¬ 
ducted on February 15, 1996 as per the 
schedule. The Awami League, the major 
opposition party, along with the Jatiyo 
Party and Jammat-i-Islami have been de¬ 
manding the Prime Minister's resignation 
and conduct of elections under a neutral 
caretaker Government, boycotted the gen¬ 
eral elections. 

Nonetheless, amidst unprecedented 
security arrangement to thwart a general 
strike, the elections were held for 252 Parlia¬ 
mentary seats as 48 nominees of ruling BNP 
i ncludin g Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia had already been elected unopposed. 

Ike low turn out elections has given 


landslide victory to Khaleda Zia. But, foe 
elections were condemned as mere fan* by 
foe Opposition, and Awami League Presi¬ 
dent Sheikh Hasina has given a worldwide 
call for foe non-recognition of Government 
in Bangladesh and urged upon foe donors 
not to cooperate with it. 

In pursuance with its demands, foe op¬ 
position parties in Bangladesh announced 
on February 20,19% plans to embark upon 
strikes throughout March to nullify foe re¬ 
sult of the elections, which has left 45 people 
dead and 1000 injured. They also extended 
their much publicised Civil Disobedience by 
two days. While Bangladesh is riddled with 
the political turmoil, economists lament that 
foe economic costs of foe ongoing political 
confrontation extends far beyond the imme¬ 
diate production losses. 


PAKISTAN 

Report Indicts on Human Rights 

TDY declaring February 5,19% a public 
L/holiday to register nation-wide strike- 
cum-solidarity in support of foe militants 


in Kashmir, Pakistan successfully sur¬ 
charged Pro-Kashmir rallies. But it could 
not diminish foe simmering discontent in 
Pak. The International Secretariat of foe 
World Organisation Against Torture, cm 
February 19,19%, came out vehemently 
with a report on violent repression of pro¬ 
testers by foe Pakistani security forces in 
Azad Kashmir, Gilgit and Baltistan. A 
memorandum signed by Mr Imran 
Masood, President of foe Jammu Kashmir 
National Student Federation and Mr Javed 
Sharif, Coordinator of the National 
Awamy Party, highlights foe onslaught of 
State terrorism in POK (Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir). These anti-Pak waves have been 
intensified with strengthening of foe base 
of Afghan Mujahideens who are in corn 
flict with members of foe Sudazai tribe. 
The Kashmir International Front led by 
MrAfzal Tahir; is trying to raise the issues 
in foe West on behalf of the groups. 

The worst of tire protests came on Feb¬ 
ruary 25,19% when for the first time in 
over a decade the nationals of Pakistan- 
occupied-Kashmir held massive protest 
rally outride the Pakistan Consulate Gen¬ 
eral in Birmingham. They were protesting 
against atrocities on the peaceful rallyists 
in Muzaffarabad on February 11,1996. 

Preparations for N-Tesfc US intelligence 
officials have obtained information that Pa¬ 
kistan will conduct its first nuclear test blast 
if India carries one out in foe coming months* 
according to foe Washington Post. The evi¬ 
dence includes spy satellites showing foal 
engineers are excavating a mountain in 
Baluchistan, near the border with Afghani¬ 
stan. The US has privately warned Pakistan 
and India that conducting such blasts would 
force the US to cut off economic and military 
aid and also vote against international bank 
loans. 


AFGHANISTAN 
UN call to End Blockade 

T AKING cognizance of the deteriorat¬ 
ing situation in and around Kabul, tiu 
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UN Security Council during its meetings | 
in February, expressed serious concern I 
about the Afghan issue The continuing j 
conflicts in Afghanistan is seen as a gra\ e > 
threat to the stability of the region as a j 
whole as, besides facilitating drug traftick- I 
ing, Afghan provides fertile ground tor 
arms transaction and terrorists 

In its statement of February 16,19%, 
the Council President Madeleine Albright 
urged all leaders of toe Afghan parties to 
put aside their differences and halt hostili¬ 
ties. it also urged Taliban militia, which con¬ 
trols most of southern and western 
Afghanistan to end blockade of Kabul it has 
affected 

Afghan offers power-share: Meanwhile, 
Afghan situation took an interesting turn 
when on February 25,19% the Afghan Gov¬ 
ernment offered to share power with the 
opposition Hazb-i-Islami faction led by 
former Prime Minister Guibuddin 
Hekmatyar. It had earlier stated that it would 
make no deal with Rabbani without the 
agreement of other parties in the opposition 
Supreme Coordination Council Alliance 


BOSNIA 

Peace Efforts Continue 

E l February, following the accidental sei- 
ure of two Serb Military officers and 
the Croat-Muslim clashes, the Bosnia's 
peace process came under a new test 
Bosnia Croat protests took a violent 
turn when on February 8, 1996 the Eu- 
ropean Union official of Mostar, Hans 
Koschmck announced plans for new po¬ 
litical structure to unify the Muslim- 
Croat town, which splits between 
Muslims and Croats Croats attacked his 
car and office but the situation was de¬ 
fused when the Implementation Force 
(IFOR) came in. 

European Union took over the admin¬ 
istration of Mostar in 1994 in an attempt 
to reunite it But reconciliation is far from 
real. And mediators fear that without unity 


in Mostar the entire Muslim Federation 
will weather away along the Dayton peace 
at. coid 

However, an optimistic announce¬ 
ment came horn the peace mediator Rich¬ 
ard Holbrooke on February 18, 1996. In 
Rome, the US official affirmed that an 
agreement had been reached for the re¬ 
sumption of contacts But the gams of 
Rome talks weakend on February 20,1996 
when the Bosman-Serbs failed to turn up 
for talks with NATO aboard a US aircraft 
carrier 


NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 
USA upset over China's help to 
Pak 

T HE pressure emanatmg from the accu 
sation on violations of American anti- 
proliferation laws by China, over the ex¬ 
port of rmg magnets and missiles to Pa¬ 
kistan and Iran, finally won over the 
Clinton Administration On February 28, 
1996 the State department confirmed that 
toe Administration had asked the Export- 


Import Bank to defer until at least March 
23,1996, any financing for US Companies 
wishing to export to China. 

Earlier, withstanding the pressure 
from different Congresmen, on violations 
by China, the US President Bill Clinton, 
on February 7,19%, had waived off the 
export restrictions imposed on the US sat- 
ellite technology bound for China This 
enables the Hughes Electronics Corp and 
Lockheed Martin to go ahead with im¬ 
proving voice, data and television trans¬ 
mission to China. While defending its 
decision the US stressed that the projects 
involved civilian communication and were 
not towards enhancing military capab.ii- 
ties of China 

Following revelation by the CIA on 
China's transfer of 5,000 rmg magnets to 
toe A O Khan Research Laboratory m 
Kahuta, Pakistan, Brown's one time ex¬ 
ception to arm's aid to Pakistan came 
under severe criticism in USA, Pakistan's 
counter claim on non-acceptance notwith¬ 
standing The ring magnets are used in 
gas centrifuges that enrich uranium foi 
weapons. 


Managing Commodity Boom 

in an interesting report, the World Bank has suggested ways to the develop¬ 
ing countries to deal with the commodity booms. The report said that commodity 
booms occur every 10 years or so. The World Bank has pointed out that the Index 
of primary commodity prices is expected to increase by 8,6 per cent In nominal 
terms in 1995 and then decline in 1996 and 1997, 

It suggests that Governments should not overspend or ovarcommit. Nor should 
they indulge in long term spending levels that they cannot sustain once the boom 
fizzles The World Bank has also suggested that Investment and import controls 
should be avoided to avoid real exchange rate appreciation. Governments should 
also diversify and adjust to help the economy deal wlto lower commodity prices 
when the boom subsides. There should also be some sort of a revenue stabilisation 
fund to smoothen adjustments In spending mid also help compensate for countries ’ 
with underdeveloped domestic financial markets. Hedging Instruments should be 
used to control commodity related revenues and Improve the ability df policy ] 
makers to plan. 

The report points out that the private sector should be allowed to manage a * 
larger share of windfai! profits. Distortions In the term of Capital account controls, I 
trade restrictions, macro-economic testability should be reduced by^hCouragteg 
trade and financial liberalisation. ' 1 l 
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Even at the time of the passage of 
the Brown amendment, several Senators 
had spoken against the $ 368 million 
package to Pakistan. However; the 
Clinton Administration Had said that the 
proof was non-conclusive. The Brown 
Amendment, approved by the Congress 
in October last, was signed into law on 
January 26,1996. The Amendment lifted 
the five-year old embargo on the deliv¬ 
ery of arms to Pakistan. 

The latest revelations put an extra 
pressure on the Clinton administration 
ar.d on February 29,1996, the Clinton 
Administration decided not to transfer 
arms and military equipment worth $ 
368 million to Pakistan, for the time 
being. 


USA-FRANCE 
Chirac Visits US 

T HE visit of French President Jacques 
Chirac, the first State visit to the United 
States by a French President in 12 years, 
in the first week of February, 1996 was 
marked by varied developments. With 
French announcement to finally halt 
nuclear testing in the South Pacific and 
endorsement of US-sponsored initiative 
to achieve a Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty this year, Chirac's visit to the 
United States has been rated as quite 
fruitful and harmonious. The differences 
on the perception of Africa, where the 
two countries opted to follow preven¬ 
tive diplomacy, were not allowed to di¬ 
minish the celebrations of more than 200 
years of Franco-American friendship. 
The visit of French President was 
warmly welcomed by US President 
Clinton particularly with France's deci¬ 
sion to move closer to the military side 
of NATO. 

While the Clintons were enthralled 
by the visit of the French President, a sec¬ 
tion of the US Congressmen registered a 
note of discoid. 


USA-CUBA 

US President (laps Sanctions 

T HE relationship between the United 
States and Cuba had eased wide US 
granting visa to President Castro to en¬ 
able his participation in the 50th anni¬ 
versary of United Nations in 1995. With 
Cuba releasing three political prisoners 
and making concessions on the migra¬ 
tion issue, and with US business houses 
dramatically increasing their business 
ties, US and Cuba were deemed to be 
entering into a new phase of healthy co¬ 
existence. But, on February 24,1996, the 
shooting down of two US-registered 
planes belonging to Miami exiles, car¬ 
rying four members of 'Brothers to the 
Rescue' group, has once again brought 
to the surface the simmerings between 
the two. The shooting down of the 
planes is also seen as a challenge to 
President Clinton who is seeking re- 
election for another term as US Presi¬ 
dent. 

The US Administration called for an 
emergency meeting of the UN Security 
Council. On February 26,19% while the 
UN Security Council 'strongly deplored 
Cuba's downing of two civilian planes’, 
the United States President BIB Clinton 
announced unilateral sanctions against 
Cuba. 


Europe fights US Culture 

T HE war against US cultural invasion 
has assumed serious proportions with 
Canada and Europe joining hands, to 
counter ‘Hollywood imports'. The Euro¬ 
pean Union has called upon its members 
to devote 51 per 6ent 6f their air time to 
European programmes. However, 
Canada has exhibited a rare sense of 
commitment towards its cultural heri¬ 
tage when, despite the threats which 
may endanger its free trade agreements 


with the United States, it announced to 
market the V-chip to tune-out undesir¬ 
able programmes. 

IRAQ 

Food-for-OH Talks 

* I ‘HE April, 1995 Security Council reso- 
X lotion which allows Iraq to 9ell oil 
worth $ 2 billion over a period of six 
months to buy food and medicines and 
other essential commodities, was till re¬ 
cently rejected by the Iraq as die Reso¬ 
lution made United Nations monitor¬ 
ing obligatory on the part of Iraq. How¬ 
ever, faced with a fast deteriorating situ¬ 
ation, on February 7, 1996, Iraq finally 
started the oil-for-food talks in the 
United Nations. Iraqi negotiator Abdul 
Amir Anbari held discussions on issues 
like oil production and its sale, handling 
of UN Escrow account towards UN Gulf 
war reparation fund, adequate distribu¬ 
tion of humanitarian aid, besides the 
foremost issue of purchase and trans¬ 
port of food. 

While the negotiations ended on 
February 20,1996, without an agreement 
on the Security Council resolution, 
which would permit Iraq to sell oil to 
buy food and medicine for its people, 
the negotiators expressed their satisfac¬ 
tion for producing a document identi¬ 
fying the problems and were optimistic 
that their respective political leaders will 
make further decisions. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

King Fahd resumes duties 

T”\ECLARING his illness was over, King 
i-'Fahd resumed his duties in Saudi 
Arabia horn February 22,1996. The king 
had handed over tire reins of power to his 
half-brother, Crown Prince Abdullah, in 
January. Fahd thanked Abdullah for per¬ 
forming his duties in the interest of die 
people and country. 


APRIL’96 COMPETITION MASTER 797 




in amp Amaihf 

in win «Pm1 mw 

Most upto-date, comprehensive and 
reasonably priced 
General Knowledge books 
from 

KHANNA BROTHERS (NBUSHttS) 

(PUBLISHING DIVISION OF CHANDIKA PRESS LTD) 
126, INDUSTRIAL AREA-1, CHANDIGARH—160 002 








Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

NWRC: National Water Resources 
Council 

REACH: Rehabilitate, Educate and 
Support Street Children 

TACDE: ladies and Air Combat De¬ 
velopment Establishment 


AWARDS 

Moortidevi Award, 1994 

M ARATHI writer Shivaji Govindrao 
Sawant has been given the Moortidevi 
Award for 1994 for his novel Mrityunjaya. 
The award was instituted by Bharatiya 
Jnanpith in 1983 and is given annually for 
outstanding work which illumines Indian 
cultural heritage and philosophy. 


Yeshwantrao Award, 1995 

T HE second Yeshwantrao Chavan Na¬ 
tional Award for 1995 was conferred 
posthumously on the late Punjab Chief 
Minister Beant Singh. The award carries 
Rs 1 lakh and a citation and is given by 
Yeshwantrao Chavan Pratishthan for out¬ 
standing contribution. The first award was 
given to former Union Finance Minister 
Madhu Dandavate. 

BOOKS 

Mrityunjaya 

W RITTEN by Marathi writer Shivaji 
Govindrao Sawant, the book is a 
contemporary classic which retells 
Mahabharata through the eyes of Kama. 
It has won the Moortidevi Award for 
1994. 


The Making of a Cricketer 

O FFICIAL biography of Sachin 
Tendulkar; written by his brother Ajit 
Tendulkar. Published by Ten Promotions, 
a company floated by Ajit, the book con¬ 
tains anecdotes from the Indian vice- 
captain's life and contains several photo¬ 
graphs. 


When Corporations Rule the World 

W RITTEN by Harvard Business 
School professor David Corten, the 
book challenges mainstream economic 
thinking popularised by IMF and the 
World Bank. It says that the expanding 
power of multinational corporations is 
posing a threat to the ability of nations to 
protect their people and resources from 
uncontrolled exploitation. 

Korten pints out that in industrialised 
countries, job opprtunities are declining and 
incomes are eroding. In the US, median in¬ 
come has dropped by 4.6 pr cent since 1979. 
He attributes this to the pwer erf multina¬ 
tionals, some of which have more economic 
clout than most nations and yet are funda¬ 
mentally authoritarian and anti democratic. 
The 500 largest MNCs control 25 per cent 
of the world's output but employ only 
one-twentieth of one per cent of the 
world's population. Large MNCs ben¬ 
efit disproportionately from economic 
globalisation, often at the expenseof society. 


DEFENCE 

Hny, rare earth magnets developed 

E 4DIAN defence scientists have fabri- 
ated tiny, powerful rare earth magnets 
for miniaturised electronic goods, defence, 
aerospace and medical applications. 

The tiny magnets are made of an al¬ 
loy of iron, boron and the rare earth ma¬ 
terial neodymium. A magnet of the size 
of a shirt button made of this alloy is as 
powerful as the traditional nickel-alu¬ 
minium-cobalt (alnico) magnets of the size 
of a paper weight. 

With an estimated demand of seven 
tonnes per year, they find use in tele¬ 
phones, microphones, micro-wave de¬ 
vices, relays and switches, motors, and 
magnetic separators. 

India, which is endowed with world's 
third largest deposits of rare earth metals, 
has embarked on an ambitious 


programme to indigenously develop and 
commercially exploit these magnets, which 
are projected to have a world market of 
$ 6500 million by the turn of the century. 

The indigenous magnets have been 
developed by the Defence Metallurgical 
Laboratory (DMRL), Hyderabad, under a 
project sponsored by the Technology Infor¬ 
mation and Forecasting Council (TD-AQ of 
the Department of Science and Technology 


EXPEDITION 

India launches krill fishing in Antarctic 

O fi December 27, 1995 foe first com¬ 
mercial expedition set sail from Kochi 
to Antarctica exclusively to catch krill, a 
delicate fish variety, for export to Japan. 

There is a great demand for krills in 
Japan who consume it in large quantities 
as cheese paste. Japan itself is doing krill¬ 
fishing in Antarctica. Russia and Poland 
are the other major krill catchers. 

India will use her own ship, Sagar 
Sampada for the fishing trips. A big team 
of scientists from the National Institute of 
Oceanography, Goa, accompanies the com¬ 
mercial expedition. 

India set Its first scientific expedition to 
Antarctica in 1981. Since then 16 expeditions, 
mainly for scientific studies, have visited foe 
frozen icy continent Two permanent stations, 
housing scientists, have been set-up to con- 
duet studies round-foe-year. 


PERSONS 

Sawant, Shivaji Govindrao 

N OTED Marathi writer and novelist, 
Shivaji Govindrao Sawant is foe win¬ 
ner of Moortidevi Award for 1994 for his 
book, Mrityunjaya. 


PROJECT 

NTPC plans to increase electricity 
generation 

1 1 HE National Thermal Power Corpora- 
1 tion (NTPC) has drawn up an ambi- 
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tious plan to add 10,000 megawatt of gen¬ 
eration by the year 2003 AD. 

Eleven thermal and five gas-based 
power projects were generating 16085 
megawatt at present, contributing almost 
22 per cent of the total power generation 
in the country and was lighting one-fifth 
of the nation. 

.NTPC had a modest generation of 1120 
million units during 1982-83 and touched a 
record of 78383 million units during 1994- 
95, NTPC controlled power stations had also 
maintained a plant load factor which was 
higher than the national level. During 1994- 
95, the average plant load factor of NTPC's 
stations was 76.57 per cent against the na¬ 
tional average of 60 per cent. 

With the vast experience gained in 
power plan engineering. NTPC's 
consultancy division had started 
consultancy activities at Dubai, Nepal, 
Bhutan and Tanzania. The corporation had 
also emerged as a financially viable insti¬ 
tution, displaying enviable track record in 
financial management since its inception. 

NTPC has been surpassing its past 
records of profits. During 1994-95 tire com¬ 
pany earned a profit of Rs 1124.55 crorc 
against Rs 1057.95 crore during 1993-94. A 
dividend of Rs 130 crore had also been 
declared during 1994-95 while in 1993-94 
it was Rs 65 crore. 

RESEARCH 

Holes in ozone layer curable: Scientists 
•"PHIS y ear's winners of the Nobel Pri ze 
A.-in chemistry Mario Molina, F. 
She rwood Prowlan d and Pa ul 1. Crutzen 
said’ihat tire depletion of the earth’s ozone 
layer will end if their guidelines are fol¬ 
lowed. 

The chemistry laureates won the prize 
for research they did in the 1970s, sounding 
tire alarm about ozone depletion. Trey put 
the main blame on chlorafluorocarbons, or 
CFCS, which are used in spray cans, refrig¬ 
erators and air-conditioning systems. 

Indian-bom scientist develops new 
material 

A N Indian-born American scientist to¬ 
day claimed to have used an innova¬ 
tive process of "a tomic engineer ing" to 
produce a new material that can bring 


down the size of the television set to a 
mere half an inch. 

The scientist, Ra meshwar N . 
(jfrargaya . said that he succeeded in dop¬ 
ing impurity atoms into "nanocrystals", 
containing about 1000 atoms to create the 
new das^of materials that exhibit unique 
electronic properties. 

This luminescent phosphor material 
which gives off a green light requires just 
300 volts, while similar ones produced 
using the conventional processes need 
about 30,000. volts. 

This can reduce the depth of the tele¬ 
vision set from tire present 45 centimetres 
to as little as one cm because it does not 
require a long cathode ray (picture) tube. 

Besides, it has 1000 times better reso¬ 
lution than those made with traditional 
methods. Mr Bhaigava is presently trying 
to develop similar phosphors of other 
primary colours using different transi¬ 
tional elements like europium and ter¬ 
bium. 

India's first palmtop microcomputer 

E >J a major technological breakthrough, 
wo Indians have developed the hand 
held field microcomputer die first of its 
kind in India. What makes this microcom¬ 
puter tmique is that it is 100 per cent MS- 
DOS and 1BM-PC compatible, and costs 
50 per cent less. 

To be known as SANDS HHIT -712. the 
import substitute computer-has been de¬ 
signed and developed indigenously. Accord¬ 
ing to its developers, Mr Pradeco Put t and 
Mr L.R. Raiagooal. ex-Navy engineers, tire 
research took over four years. 

The result is a computer that satisfies 
the requirements in the field survey data 
collection, industrial applications, busi¬ 
ness and commerce. 

The SANDS HHIT-712 represents a 
family of DOS compatible Universal Hand 
Held Field computers designed to support 
unlimited palm top portable application 
in IBM PC environment. 

A few of tiie application areas of the 
hand held microcomputer arc: EPABX 
systems, bar code data capture, PLC/CNC 
programmer, military field computer, in¬ 
strumentation interface, field survey 
datameter reading and programming and 


cellular-modem telephone link. 

SPACE 

Designing plants for space 
SCIENTISTS at tiie North Carolina State 
^University in the USA are about to 
begin research that could ultimately de¬ 
sign plants suitable for space travel. 

The university will receive five mil¬ 
lion dollars from the National Aeronau¬ 
tics and Sp-vn A^mirtfclrafirtH-freASA) 
over five years to study gravitational biol¬ 
ogy. The money will be used to establish 
a NASA specialised centre of research and 
training on the North Carolina State cam¬ 
pus. 

The centre's mission will be twofold— 
to research how plants perceive and re¬ 
spond to gravity, and to educate high 
school teachers about gravitational biol¬ 
ogy. The research aspect of the project will 
focus on how calcium, the most impor¬ 
tant individual chemical in plant responses 
to tlie environment affects tire ability of 
plants to respond to gravity. 


Mir's 10 years in space 

T EN years and 2.5 billion km (1.5 bil¬ 
lion miles) on, the Mir space station 
has outlived the Soviet Union that 
launched it, completing its first decade in 
orbit by toasting new financing from the 
West. 

Its name means "peace", but it was 
the cold war that gave it birth. Now, with 
post-communist Russia in economic cri¬ 
ses, it is money from Moscow's erstwhile 
adversary, the United States, that helps to 
keep the 120-tonne jumble of floating 
metal in sendee. 

"We have financial troubles, but wc 
can survive”, Mir Mission Control chief 
Vladimir Solovyov told reporters during 
a reception to mark the station's 10th an¬ 
niversary. 


NASA fixes a date with Eros 


N ATIONAL Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) launched a 
spacecraft on February 16,1996 on a three- 
year, 2 billion-kilometre journey to the 
asteroid 433 Eros, an asteroid named after 
tiie Greek god of love that's circling the 
sun relatively close to earth. 
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It will be the first spacecraft to orbit 
an asteroid, the rocky leftovers of the 
birth of the solar system 4.6 billion years 
ago. 

The probe, dubbed Near for near earth 
asteroid rendezvous, is expected to slip 
into Eros' orbit in February 1999, and 
scrutinise the surface and the interior of 
the asteroid for almost one year. 

The Near spacecraft should offer 
scientists the first really good, close- 
up look at an object which may pre¬ 
serve materials dating to the origins 
of our solar system, to the time when 
the planets, including earth, were first 
forming. 

From February 1999 through Decem¬ 
ber 1999, Near will fly as close as 16 
kilometres to the potato-shaped Eros, es¬ 
timated to be 40 kilometres long, 14.5 
kilometres wide and 14.5 kilometres deep. 
The five major science instruments on the 
space-craft will determine the mass, den¬ 
sity and composition of the asteroid and, 
possibly, detect any Moons if they're 
there. 

Besides shedding light on the ori¬ 
gins of the solar system, Near will also 
contribute to knowledge about how to 
keep earth from being clobbered and 
possibly wiped out by an asteroid. 

Eros is currently no threat to earth. 
The closest approach this century was 
in 1975 at about 22.5 million kilometres 

New comet approaching sun 
A new comet " Havakutake " is fast ap- 
xxproaching the sun and will pass it at 
a distance that is only 10 per cent of the 
distance between the earth and the sun on 
March 26, according to the jawaharlal 
Nehru planetarium. 

Ihi6 would provide an opportunity 
to see its glory after midnight from the 
second half of March. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Starry trio to go global 

S UBHASH Ghai's mega starrer Trimurti 
is the first Hindi film to be previewed 
on die information superhighways, Internet 
Still pictures of the film's stars, a few 
dialogue deliveries and two popular 
numbers form the preview package for 


Trimurti in Cyberspace—on the World 
Wide Web. 

It is for the first time in the history of 
Indian cinema that such a hi-tech cyber 
presentation is taking place. 

Sound Electronics Corporation, the 
company behind the cyperpreview, is the 
first Indian company to realise the poten¬ 
tial of Internet as an advertising and mar¬ 
keting tool. 

'Smart Card' shopping 

CMART Card is a plastic card with a tiny 

integrated-circuit chip embedded on it. 

It will not only tell your bank balance but 
also help you pay in the shop, and debit 
the money from your account. 

It contains extensive information on 
the cardholder, ensures complete confiden¬ 
tiality and protects against tampering and 
fraudulent use 

The American firm, Verifone, is try¬ 
ing to market machines that help a user 
read and write information on Smart Cards 
in India. 

An electronic purse involves a smart 
card that stores a monetary value on its 
chip. The purchase amount is subtracted 
from the card value each time a consumer 
uses the card. 

Smart Cards with a silicon chip are 
difficult to counterfeit and are better than 
plaster credit cards which can be stolen 
and duplicated. 

Though relatively new technology, 
Smart Qrds are becoming increasinglypopu- 
lar because of their unique properties—large 
memory capacities, built-in processing ca- > 
pabilities and high security. 

Ford unveils car of the future 

S YNERGY 2010, a Ford Motor Co. con- 
tept car that uses technologies being 
developed for a new generation of vehicles, 
a project of three automakers—Ford, Gen¬ 
eral Motors and Chrysler—and the US gov- 
emmentlthaselectricmotem powering each 
wheel, and has voice controls for turn sig¬ 
nals, heater and radio, and its swoopy alu¬ 
minium body looks like it would be athome 
in a Bdence fiction film. 

A hybrid vehicle, Synergy 2010 uses a 
small internal combustion engine to gener¬ 


ate electricity for foe motors at the wheels. It 
stores power and collects excess braking and 
engine energy with a flywheel. It weighs one- 
third less than a conventional car. 

New standard for software industry 

A new international standard, SPICE, 
(International Standard for Software 
Process Assessment) for process assess¬ 
ment in the Software industry is currently 
under trials. 

Aproduct of foe International Standards 
Committee for Software Engineering, it has 
been designed to evaluate processes relating 
to foe development, maintenance and ac¬ 
quisition of software. 

The standard will enable purchasers 
to assess the relative capabilities of soft¬ 
ware suppliers and foe risks involved in 
selecting them. Suppliers will be able to 
employ a single process assessment 
scheme recognised by most prospective 
clients. SPICE is expected to be introduced 
as a self-assessment standard in the first 
quarter of 1997. 

And now cybercricket 

G LOBAL One India, along with Magic 
Software, sponsored Cybercricket— 
the World Wide Web (WWW) home page, 
that provided interactive multimedia 
cricketing action of foe World Cup, played 
in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, to mil¬ 
lions of viewers on the internet worldwide. 
Through cybercricket day-to-day champi¬ 
onship facts and exciting moments of foe 
game reached cricket fans across foe world, 
regularly and quickly. 

The cybercricket web site in India 
' -provided connectivity through VSNL's 
(Ii\dia) gateway internet service via a 64 
kbps dedicated link. 

global One is a recent joint venture 
between Sprint International, Deutsche 
Telekom and France Telecom. This new 
alliance provides businesses and con¬ 
sumers the choice of advanced, economi¬ 
cal and seamless telecommunications 
services worldwide. Global Link service 
provides internet ports transmission fa¬ 
cilities and internet implementation for 
end user service providers worldwide. 
This service has nodes all across the 
USA, Europe and Asia. 
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ARCHERY 
FITA Olympic Round 
BIHAR regained the men's team tide pre¬ 
vailing over Karnataka by 228-225points. The 
women's team title went to Manipur, which 
shocked Bihar 191-187 points in die finals of 
the 17th FITA Olympic Round National Ar¬ 
chery Championship at Cuttack. 

CHESS 

Kasparov vs Computer 
GARRY Kasparov triumphed over the IBM 
supercomputer Deep Blue in the six game 
match played at Philadelphia. He beat the 
machine four points to two after three wins, 
two draws and one win for the computer. 

Deep Blue can sift through 200 million 
possible chess manoeuvres per second. It 
made history by becoming the first com¬ 
puter program to beat a reigning world 
champion in classical chess. 

Goodricke International Chess 
Ibumament 

THE seventh Goodricke International Chess 
Tournament held at Calcutta saw 9 grand¬ 
masters and 72 players from 13 countries. 
Three grandmasters, Nenasliev of 
Uzbekistan, Jonathan Speelman of England 
and Igor Novikov of Ukraine tied for the 
first place and collected Rs 45,000 each as 
their share of the first three cash prizes. 
Nenashev took the Goodricke title on su¬ 
perior tie-break score. 

Women's Champion 

HUNG AR1AN Zsuzsa Polgar beat Chinese 
teenager Xie Jun to become the new 
women's World chess champion. Polgar 
won by 8.5 points to 4.5 after 13 games 
played in Spain. 

CRICKET 

World Cup 

THE World Cup Cricket Bonanza was in¬ 
augurated at the Eden Gardens, Calcutta 
on February 11,19%. The opening ceremony 
was marred by a botched laser display. A 
net like curtain had been set up ii> the 


stadium to reflect the images. But stromy 
winds played spoilsport causing it to flap 
around uncontrollably. Italian imagemaker 
Gianfranco Lunetta was completely left in 
the lurch with fire failure. 

The World Cup was also marred by 
a controversy when Australia and West 
Indies refused to play the matches in Sri 
Lanka. The meeting of the International 
Cricket Council proved to be a futile one 
when both countries refused to relent from 
their earlier stands. The organising committe, 
Pilcom, decided to award Sri Lanka walk¬ 
over for both he matches and he host coun¬ 
try gained two points each from boh he 
matches. The Indian and Pakistani boards 
agreed to send a combined Wills XI, led by 
Mohd Azharuddin, to Colombo and play a 
goodwill match on February 13,19% to dem¬ 
onstrate Pilcom's confidence in the Board of 
Cricket of Sri Lanka. 

Vizzy Trophy 

WEST Zone won the Vizzy Trophy with a 
10 wickets victory over North Zone in he 
final played at Bangalore. 

Solidarity match 

WILLS XI, a combined team of India and 
Pakistan, beat Sri Lanka by four wickets 
in the Solidarity one-day match played at 
Colombo. 

FOOTBALL 

DCM Trophy 

THE DCM football trophy was won by he 
Tractor Sazi Club of Iran with a 3-0 win 
over Punjab State Electricity Board played 
at New Delhi. 

Federation Cup 

HOLDERS JCT Mills beat East Bengal 
5-3 in the 20th Lifebuoy Federation Cup 
football tournament held in Kanpur. 

HOCKEY 

Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 

SOUTH Korea beat India 3-2 to retain the 

ninth Indira Gandhi Gold Cup Interna¬ 


tional hockey tournament played at 
Lucknow. Australia claimed the third place 
with a 5-1 win over he USA. 

Controversy about match fixing 
CANADA alleged hat India and Malaysia 
had decided to play a goalless draw which 
deprived it a slot in he Atlanta Olympics, 
during he pre-Olympic tournament in 
Barcelona. India's stand hat he match 
was not rigged was vindicated when he 
international hockey federation, FIH, an¬ 
nounced on March 3, 1996 hat it found 
insufficient evidence to prove claims of 
match rigging. 

SHOOTING 

National Shooting Championships 
INDIA'S Mansher Singh bagged the gold 
in he International Rules Men's trap finals 
at Madras scoring 142 points out of a pos¬ 
sible 150, in the 39th National Shooting 
Championships m trap and skeet. Delhi 
lifted he team gold. Rao Inderjeet Singh 
won he skeet finals with Delhi again win¬ 
ning the team gold. 

TABLE TENNIS 
National Table Tennis Championship 
CHETAN Baboor and Ambika Radhika of 
Petroleum Sports Control Board won he 
men's and women's singles titles respec¬ 
tively, in the 57th National table tennis 
championship held in Pondicherry. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

LEANDER Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi beat 
Holland 3-2 in World Group first Davis 
Cup first tie played at Jaipur. Paes de¬ 
feated Jan Siemerink to set up Bhupathi 
for his first live rubber against Jacco 
Eltingh. India move on to a quarter final 
match against Sweden at home in April. It 
willbe India's eighth consecutive Davis Cup 
tie at home. Defending champions USA, 
Germany, Fiance and Sweden clinched places 
in he Wbrid Group quarter finals on he 
second day of heir first round ties. 
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Question Box 


Q. What a re the bar lines which are 
found on foreign goods? 

—Sonant Yangjor, Kullu (H.P.) 

A. The bar code hides information 
about the details of the product, price, 
source and so on. The code has to be taken 
close to the 'electronic eye' of a machine 
which decodes the information, resulting 



»n quick and automatic billing—the op¬ 
erator does not have to punch in product 
details or price Bar codes have large ap¬ 
plications. The technology has now come 
to India and large companies and depart¬ 
ment stores can use it for quick and error- 
free operations. 

Q. In your cover story on Space (De¬ 
cember '95) you mention that Columbia 
was the first space shuttle but I think it 
was the Enterprise which was launched 
by NASA in 1976. Please clarify 

—Anjali Sood, Shtmla (H P.) 

A. The first space shuttle was indeed 
the Columbia and it reached orbit on April 
12,1981. The other shuttles are Challenger 
Discovery and Atlantis. 'Enterprise' was 
tiie name of the space-ship in which the 
crew of Star Tkk travelled to stars and 
galaxies on their adventures. However, 
Star Trek is fictional. 

Q. What is a 'Fortune-500' Company? 

—N. V. Raghavan, Anantapur (AP) 

A, Every year. Fortune magazine 


complies a list of the largest companies 
of the world. The Fortune-500 refers to 
these 500 companies in the list. 

Q. How can I become a commercial 
photographer? What are his educational 
qualifications? 

—S Chattcrjee, Hooghly (Wes t Bengal) 

A. A good commercial photogra¬ 
pher need have no educational qualifi¬ 
cations, but his work must be good. You 
should learn all the techniques of com¬ 
mercial photographer. Ideally you 
should become an apprentice with one. 
Many books on photography are avail¬ 
able which can help you. 

Q. I am an arts student but people 
tell me that there is no career in arts. Is 
that true? 

—Amita, Chandigarh 

A. No There are a number of career 
options that are available to an arts stu¬ 
dent. Which one you choose depends on 
your aptitude and interest 

Q. If you are sure about something, 
you say you are 100% sure. Why not 10% 
or 1000%? 

—MGM Rtyaz, Khammam (A.P.) 

A. Percentage means 'out of 100'. If 
you are 100% sure, it means that there is 
no probability of going wrong. Being 10% 
sure means that there are 90% chance that 
you are wrong. Being 1000% sure would 
not make sense. 

Q. Why do women not have beards? 

—Debasis Rout, Cuttack (Orissa) 

A The development of our bodies 
depend on certain hormones. Men's 


bodies have the hormones that result in 
growth of facial hair; women's bodies 
don't. 

Q. How can I contribute articles to 
newspapers and magazines? 

—Aparajit Banerji, 24 Parganas (WB.j 
A. A free-lance journalist must have 
a lot of patience You can type your ai* 
tides and send them to newspapers and 
magazines and keep looking out for 
them. If you send return postage, the 
publications will return your articles in 
case they are rejected. Most publications 
pay for accepted articles, and we wish 
you luck in your endeavour. 

Q. What is a cat walk? 

—Amii Juneja, Dehradun (UP) 

A. The cat walk is the platform on 
which models walk during fashion shows, 
it gets its name from the lovely ladies (cats) 
who walk on it displaying the latest fash¬ 
ions and their bodies. 

Q.What are the job prospects af¬ 
ter doing M.Sc. in Environmental Sci¬ 
ences? 

—Avtnash Kumar, Patna 
A. With interest in environment protec¬ 
tion rising, it is expected that many quali¬ 
fied people will be required An M.Sc. in 
Environmental Sciences will thus have a 
good scope. 

Q. Does a snow-man really exist? 

—Soma Kamakar, Bagdogra (W.B.) i 
A. If you made a man out of snow, it j 
would be a snow-man. But if you are talk¬ 
ing about yeti, the abominable snowman 
who has been reported by mountaineer- 
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ing expeditions, there is still no conclu¬ 
sive proof or photographs to show that he 
exists. 

Q. What is the difference between 
GATT and WTO? 

—CM Cazi, 24 Parganas (W B.) 

A. WTO is the new name for GATT. 

Q. What is the percentage of literacy in 
India? 

—N S Ramaitjaneyulu, Anantapur (A P) 

A. The overall Eteracy rate in India ac¬ 
cording to the 1991 census was 5211%. Male 
Eteracy was 63.86% and female 39.42%. fig¬ 
ures are not available for urban and rural 
areas. 

Q. What is the possibility of AIDS 
spreading among animals? 

—Vijayendra Sharan, Patna (Bihar) 

A. Certain viruses exist in human or 
animals but do not affect both. The AIDS 
virus is bcUeved to have existed in animals 
for long without being fatal. Its mutant form 
may have been transferred to humans some¬ 
where along the Enc. 

Q. What is LASER? 

—Slulpi Salmn, Hoshiarpur (Punjab) 

A. light Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation (LASER) is a device 
that harnesses light to produce an intense 
beam of radiation of a pure, single colour. 
The pwer of the beam can be low, as in 
the Laser scanner that reads the bar codes 
in a store, or it can be high, as in metal 
cutters 

Q. What is Zero Hour in Parliament? 

—V Appa Rao, Vijayawada 

A. It is the time allotted in the House 
every day for misceEaneous business. Its 
duration is not specified. 

Q. What is Windows 95? 

—Rakesh R. Dhar, Rourkela 

A. Windows 95 is the new Operating 
System (OS) for personal computers made 


by Microsoft Corporation and released last 
year. 

Q. How does a pager work? 

—Loknath Agarwalla, Angul (Orissa) 

A. A pager is one way communica¬ 
tion system. A message is phoned to the 
paging service, which sends it by radio 
waves to the person's pager, where it is 
displayed. 

Q. What is polio? 

—Alok Kumar, Lucknow 

A. Polio, or infantile paralysis, is a 
virus infection which affects the nerves of 
movement in the human body. 

Q. What is Yellow Journalism? 

—A K Mahapatra, Orissa 

A. Yellow journalism is irresponsible 
journaUsm—writing about people and 
pubEshing scandalous news which are 
unsubstantiated. 

Q. I would like to do MCA from a 
good institute. Please guide me about its 
admission. 

—Vtvek Kumar, Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 

A You should have an aptitude of 
computers if you wish to do MCA. Sev¬ 
eral institutes now offer this course. 
Basic eligibility is graduation. Some of 
the institutes are featured in our 'Ad¬ 
mission Alert' column and you can 
choose one of your choice and conve¬ 
nience. 

Q. I want to become a cricket com¬ 
mentator. How can I become one? 

—Ozair Alam, Bum (Bihar) 

A. You must be good in presenta¬ 
tion and your language and diction 
must be very good. For this, you can 
join an institute offering courses in 
media. You can start by contacting 
your local radio station and present¬ 
ing papers/programmeB for them. 
Gradually, you can shift to cricket 
commentaries. 


Q. What is Computer Aided Paperless 
Examination System (CAPES)? 

—N. Chakraborty, Kanchrapara (W.B.) 

A. CAPES is a system where the 
student types in his answers in a com¬ 
puter. The questions are also dis¬ 
played on the screen. In objective type 
questions, the computer calculates the 
score and displays it as soon as the 
examination ends. 

Q. What is scientific management? 

—N.N. Panda, Rayagada (Orissa) 

A. Scientific management consists of 
rules and principles laid down in man¬ 
agement theory. It is a well developed 
science now and gives several rules by 
which units can be managed. This is con¬ 
sidered preferable, as against management 
by whims and intuition. 

Q. What is the difference between 
hardware and software? 

—M Agarwalla, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 

A. Hardware consists of any of the 
physical components of a computer sys¬ 
tem—-CPU, Keyboard, printer, disk drives 
etc. Software is the programs used to run 
the machine and to perform special apph- 
cations. 

Q. Please tell me how 1 can become a 
Company Secretary 

—Sima Das, Siligun 

A. You should join the foundation 
course offered by the Institute of Com¬ 
pany Secretaries of India. For details of 
eligibility and how to apply, refer to our 
'Admission Alert' column. 


We inrite readers to send us 
any query or question to which they 
have not been able to find an an¬ 
swer. Kindly send your question to 
QUESTION BOX, The Competition 
Master, 128, Industrial Area—I, 
Chandigarh—160 002. 
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BANK P.0JRB1/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Judicial Activism 

Q. 'Judicial Activism in the country 
is good but only to a small extent.' Dis¬ 
cuss. 

Ans. During recent times, there have 
been many instances of active judicial inter¬ 
vention. This has raised questions about the 
degree to which judiciary can be allowed to 
pass judgements or give orders. Examples in 
recent times have been the supreme court's 
orders regarding garbage collection and the 
controversial hawala case. There have been 
many arguments for and against the issue. 

Arguments Tor 

It is said that the political system in 
the country is in a complete mess. There 
are situations of administrative paralysis 
in many areas. Executive is said to be full 
of a number of inadequacies as far as the 
functioning part is concerned. The rules 
and regulations, laws and procedures 
which are operative at present were for¬ 
mulated decades ago—in many cases be¬ 
fore Independence. Besides, there is an 
unequal relationship between the function¬ 
ing executive and the political executive. 
There hasn't been a satisfactory evolve- 
ment of the relationship. 

By and large, the government and 
the administration are in need of drastic 
reforms. TUI the time the system is made 
more accountable, judicial activism 
seems to be the only hope for the com¬ 
mon citizen. Perhaps the judicial activ¬ 
ism can provide a jolt to the system to 
make the government more accountable 
and active. 

Thus the main reason for such active 
involvement on the part of the judiciary is 
the fact that for every problem an indi¬ 
vidual faces it has become almost im¬ 
possible to get a response from the 
concerned government department or 


functionary. Aggrieved citizens thus 
have no alternative but to knock the 
doors of the courts. 

Arguments Against 

Judicial Activism is not a permanent 
solution for any problem. In the long run, 
it is not a practical solution. It can be only 
used as a last resort remedy. Moreover, it 
i6 not correct to assume that there is any 
legislative paralysis. There is no real pa¬ 
ralysis. In fact, there is an abundance, an 
over proliferation of legislation and a prac¬ 
tice of formulating laws and rules with¬ 
out considering the consequences of this 
proliferation. 

While the judiciary has been playing 
a very active role in recent times, it cannot 
be said or assumed that the judiciary has 
a solution for every problem. It is imma¬ 
terial that the active role is in accelerating 
social and ameliorative measures that 
should be actually taken by the execu¬ 
tive. It is said that the problems of the 
society must actually be sorted out by the 
representatives of the people in the legis¬ 
lature and in politics. The masses should 
not be misguided by the notion that the 
courts are a substitute for people-oriented 
action. 

So much for the views for and 
against judicial activism. What is the 
middle path? The general opinion is that 
judicial activism is a much abused word 
in the corridors of political power. 
People, in fact, take it as some kind of 
a dictatorship. Normally, it is said that 
the only limit pertains to the param¬ 
eters of the Constitution. The courts 
have been given the power of judicial 
review. Besides, the court is also given 
the power to protect any victim of vio¬ 
lation of fundamental rights. 

Although the court attaches consid¬ 


erable weight to the legislative assem¬ 
bly, it can't give up its own duty to 
determine the constitutionality of an 
infringed statute. 

One cannot clearly define die areas 
where active judicial intervention should 
be allowed. Some of the possible areas are 
individual liberties, environment, misuse 
of power of State. For example, the order 
by the Supreme Court to close all the fac¬ 
tories that create pollution near 1hj Mahal 
was a welcome move. The intervention in 
this case was within limits of judicial re¬ 
view because the order left it to the tech¬ 
nical bodies to decide which factories 
should be dosed down. When judiciary 
does its duty of adjudicating on the con¬ 
stitutional validity of any executive ac¬ 
tion or legislation, it does not enter the 
arena of politics but merely performs its 
duty. 

Whatever be the arguments, the fact 
is that there is an increasing role of the 
judiciary these days. Apparently, it is be¬ 
cause of an urgent need to "cleanse" the 
system. In this case, it becomes impera¬ 
tive to also review our laws, rules and 
regulations and the working of our ex¬ 
ecutive and legislation. 

Political Donations 

■ Q. In recent times, there has been talk 
about making political donations transpar¬ 
ent. Suggestions include increasing of 
accountability of political parties and 
State financing of elections. Discuss the 
issue. 

Ans. The general opinion is that the 
recent hawala case has brought the issue 
of funding of elections into the forefront. 
There are various aspects related to this 
issue. 

First, should corporate donations be 
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directed towards individual politicians or 
be limited to political parties? One view is 
that when donations are given to indi- 
vidual politicians there can be no surety 
that these would he used tor activities 
connected In a political party In such 
cases, one cannot say that donations 
should he given to individuals. Therefore, 
it haS been suggested that these donations 
lie tqwnrds the party as a whole. Perhaps 
every party can have some proper mecha¬ 
nism through which this money is re¬ 
ceived 

The important thing here is that if 
parties are to he allowed to take dona¬ 
tions there should be some system of ac- i 
countability on the part ot the parties This j 
ran be achieved by auditing party ac¬ 
counts Besides ensuring accountability, 
this also means that there is total trans¬ 
parency as far as the funding is concerned. 
Transparency perhaps is the most impor¬ 
tant word here. No money should be left 
unaccounted. 

The other important aspect related to 
the donations is that of a bat against any 
quid pro quo That is, there should be suf¬ 
ficient checks to see that no favours are 
granted for the corporation that is giving 
the funds When there is accountability, 
and it all fund records are made available 
to the public Besides, corporations should 
gi\ e donations subject to approval by the 
board and perhaps even by the important 
scharoholders 

Once we have discussed about 
whether donations should be given and 
how they shoud be channelised, the ques¬ 
tion arises whether such donations would 
hi 1 considered bribes or not. The problem 
arises only it there is non-transparency of 
the binding In such cases, when every¬ 
thing is done in a clandestine manner, the 
seeds of corruption are sown. All political 
donations are therefore not bribes. These 
are allowed under the Companies Act- 
even procedures tor this are laid down, 
home people have suggested that theState 
can plav a role here One possibility is 
that the State give incentives to compa¬ 
nies if they want to give money to po¬ 
litical parties—may be some tax relief. 
Besides, there should be some limit on 
the amount that a corporation can give 


to a political party. Also, an all-party 
committee can be set up to frame a 
policy—with all procedural details and 
draft legislations—regarding contribu¬ 
tions to political parties. 

The third important issue is the ques¬ 
tion regarding State funding of elections 
to avoid any problem in this regard. Is 
this kind of an arrangement feasible at all 7 
It is said that State funding would reduce i 
the temptation of parties and politicians 
to receive secret donations. Some people 
do allege that State funding would in¬ 
crease the problem of fiscal deficit The 
other view is that fiscal deficit is already 
there and can"be reduced by cutting down 
subsidies or through privatisation of pub¬ 
lic sector undertakings. State funding can 
actually help and prove to be good for the 
country However, it is difficult to achiev c I 
in a parliamentary system. Even a disci¬ 
plined country like Japan has experienced 
funding scams quite often. Korea and Italy 
have faced similar problems A large num¬ 
ber of people are of the opinion that State j 
funding is not easy or simple to attain ' 
Many politicians are also cynical about j 
State funding They say that there are a . 
number of other factors that are respon- 
| sible for the increasing corruption in the 
country. Many agree that the loopholes in 
electoral laws arc responsible for the in¬ 
crease in money power—in fact, this seems 
to be a consensus amongst numerous 
people coming from different walks of life. 
In 1990, there was a Dinesh Goswami re¬ 
port on State funding which has still not 
been implemented Is there any solution 
to this problem? Perhaps one can have a 
whole, independent debate on the issue 
of State funding itself, covering various 
matters of concern—would independents 
also benefit or would they have to rely on 
individuals? Does the government have 
the time to implement any change regard¬ 
ing this problem during the next elections 
too 7 

Whatever be the variety of opinions 
the fact is that corruption has come to be 
deep seated in society and money power 
has become too important to all. In this 
light, perhaps, we should all get together 
to look at wavs of channelising donations 
properly so tt&t there is no secrecy ot no 


act done in a clandestine manner. 

Are Career Women a Boon? 

Q. The winds of change have opened 
vast opportunities for employment of 
women who are entering the various pro¬ 
fessions. Do you agree with the view that 
this trend is both socially and economi¬ 
cally a healthy one? 

Ans. For centuries there was a deep- 
rooted prejudice in India against women 
taking up employment and becoming 
earnrng members of the family Men have 
all along believed that the projiei place 
for every woman is the home The con¬ 
cept of women expounded in Mnniwurih, 
that a woman has to be all her life under 
the domination and control of her father, 
her husband or her son, was given a prat - 
tical shape almost throughout the coun¬ 
try. Slavery and domestic drudgery have 
been her lot, but during the past two or 
three decades the entire outlook has 
changed There has been a notable im¬ 
provement in women's status We lind 
more and more women entering the pro¬ 
fessions and working side by side with 
men, more or less on the same terms and 
in the same conditions, without demand¬ 
ing special privileges or concessions But 
| are women in the professions an asset to 
i society and is this practice for the country's 
good? 

| Arguments For 

1. It is something to be thankful lor 
that women are no longer oppressed and 
that they have been liberated and now 
enjoy equal status with men. It is no longer 
a sui prise to see women working as law¬ 
yers, civil servants, legislators, Ministers, 
lecturers and even Vice-chancellors of 
universities. No longer is every woman 
a house-hold drudge. 

2. In the context of stark poverty that 
is noticeable in most parts of the country, 
it is surely desirable that women should 
supplement the family income. With the 
cost of living and of ieeding and educat¬ 
ing children becoming high, an average 
employee finds it difficult to manage with 
his limited salary. Educated women in 
particular can do a lot for the family by 
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taking up part-time or whole-time service. 

3. True, the Indian tradition was to confine the women to the 
home and to make her look only after her domestic responsibili¬ 
ties to exclusion of everything else. But in the changed times 
such obsolete traditions have no place. We are no longer living 
in ancient times or in the middle ages, but in the 20th century 
and must modify our psychological approach towards women in 
tune with the times. Those who still think of women as chattels 
are misfits in modern society. 

4. VSbrk is life and happiness. With smaller families which 
are now the order of the day, women have more leisure. Why 
should they not use it fruitfully instead of sitting idle at home 
and wasting time in gossip? 

5. There are certain professions which are especially suited 
to women, such as those of doctors, nurses and teachers. If they 
can enter these professions, why not the others where also they 
can do useful work, help to augment production and also the 
family income? Such jobs and tire earnings will help remove the 
feelings of subjugation and encourage the sense of independence 
among women. 

Arguments Against Career Women 

1. Women, as a rule, are not suitable for adopting men's 
pursuits which do not fit their physique. Women, especially 
married women, have enough scope for work at home, attending 
to their duties and heavy responsibilities which they alone can 
discharge. 

2. The absence of women from home leads to total neglect 
of the children and also of the husband. Social researchers have 
found that the rise in juvenile delinquency, crimes by young 
boys, is caused largely by the absence of mothers from home. 

3. Domestic unhappiness is at times the result of married 
women remaining in offices throughout the day, feeling the strain 
of office and of domestic work later. Women then become fa¬ 
tigued, worn out, nervous and highly irritable after a period of 
service. After all, lamiiy life is a more enduring basis of pros¬ 
perity and happiness. Women employees get no time for 
healthy activity, rest and relaxation. This is bound to affect 
their health. 

4. Tire argument that the idle hours of women at home are 
a national waste, loses its validity when it is borne in mind that 
feven by staying at home, apart from ensuring good care of the 
children, etc; and maintaining the household, they can engage 
themselves in gainful work—spinning, weaving, embroidery, 
stitching and art work which can bring some income if the women 
are so inclined. 

5. The entry of women in the services and the increasing 
competition between men and women in the employment mar¬ 
ket has resulted in denial of jobs to qualified men, thus creating 
social distortions. This is one of the causes of the growing unem¬ 
ployment. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"Laughter makes man different 
from other species." 

Tile faculty to laugh even in the 
midst of trials and tribulations enables 
man to rid himself of emotional stress 
and physical strain. Unlike other spe¬ 
cies, which possess no such safety valve 
to release their pain and suffering, 
human beings have been endowed with 
the golden gift of laughter that can be 
used to relieve oneself of tension and 
trauma. Whether alone or in company, 
one can experience the withering way 
of woe and worry in the peals of 
laughter. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that laughter is such a natural and 
spontaneous expression of joy as en¬ 
hances our confidence and brings 
radiance on our faces. It is a tonic that 
stands us in good stead. Laughter costs 
nothing but it brings sunshine on the 
faces of all those who laugh and share 
their laughter with others. It is the most 
rewarding medium of giving expression 
to our heart-felt joy at a given moment. 
Laughter drowns die grumbling sounds 
and the complaining whispers that mar 
the course of life. It stands higher than 
many other faculties of human exist¬ 
ence Without laughter, the spring of 
lile is insipid and uninspiring. 

"The foolish achieve success, the 
worthy glory." 

—Tagore 

Achievement of success is the 
personal possession of an individual, 
whereas the halo of glory around a 
worthy person is the recognition of the 
services and sacrifice that he has made 
in the pursuit of a cause. Success 
inflates the ego of the foolish but glory 
testifies to the intrinsic worth of a 
person, who conceives and perceives 


the lofty goal and works with heart and 
soul to accomplish the cherished ideal. 
No doubt (that) both success and glory 
are the result of relentless efforts but, 
whereas, success brings a sense of 
sensuous elation and excitement, glory 
makes the worthy more committed to 
his conviction. Since we do not live by 
bread alone and the achievement of 
worldly success is not the 'be all and 
end all' of life, something more glorious 
and lasting is always needed to make 
our existence purposeful and profound 
The worthy person knows that the best 
reward that life can give is not the 
accumulation of material gains but a 
feeling or realisation that we have lived 
and worked for the common good. Just 
as the brave deserve the fair, similarly 
men of dignity and distinction merit 
glory. 

"To a man with an empty stomach 
food is God." 

—Mahatma Gandhi 
The saymg that a hungry man is an 
angry man comes close to the bitter 
reality that to a man with an empty 
stomach, a food packet placed before 
him is God. When asked to add 'two 
plus two' a hungry man spontaneously 
replies 'four loaves or chapatis' No 
amount of persuasion or coercion can 
make a hungry man sing hymns in 
praise of God. Hunger, whether forced 
or voluntary, is the greatest irritant and 
unless we put something Into the 
stomac,h there is no rest or respite that 
we can experience. Since ages man has 
been engaged in the fields to produce 
various articles of food and all his 
prayers and other rituals to appease and 
propitiate gods and goddesses have 
been associated with the fate of his 


crops and their final yield. A hungry 
man, needless to reiterate, is always in a 
state of unease and to expect that he 
should remember the God and forget 
about his starving condition, is to miss 
the whole point of what is relevant at a 
given point of time. In fact no worth¬ 
while activity is possible unless hunger 
is properly looked after. 

"Ideas have endurance without 
death." 

—John F. Kennedy 
Ideas have always enjoyed an 
existence of their own and since they 
are born out of human thought, they 
have a tendency to refresh themselves in 
every age and clime. Unlike their 
proponents—-rather thinkers who con¬ 
ceive ideas and float them among 
people of less intense perceptions and 
profundity-—the endurance with which 
ideas weather many a storm or opposi¬ 
tion, is something that has kept the 
waters of human civilisation and cul¬ 
ture clean and self-perpetuating. Men 
may come and men may go, but ideas 
that have always moved the world, 
keep surviving every onslaught. It is the 
ideas and not ideology, the idealist and 
not the ideologue, who have changed 
the course of history and blessed it with 
those rare gems in human garb who 
stood against the follies and foibles of 
the ruthless rulers, fanatics and lunatics. 
Life without ideas, old or new, would 
have been an arid landscape devoid of 
all thrill and throbbing of joy. Whatever 
an effort to trample ideas or kill idealism 
has been made, the miscreant and the 
mischiefmonger, has faced the futility of 
his misconceived actions because ideas 
have a life of their own, beyond the 
purview of death or destruction. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. What are the general features of amending Indian 
Constitution? What is the procedure prescribed to do so? Can 
Indian Constitution be termed as a "flexible Constitution"? 

Ans. Indian Constitution has certain special features for 
its amendment which makes it unique among the leading 
constitutions of the world. Some of its amending features are 
clearly distinctive when compared with the corresponding 
features of several other constitutions. In some cases the 
Constitution provides for a special majority and the proce¬ 
dure may be called rigid in constitutions like that of the USA. 
The following are the general features of amending Indian 
Constitution: 

(a) Indian Constitution does not prescribe any special or sepa¬ 
rate Coastitution amending body, as in case of certain other consti¬ 
tutions. Except for the special procedure laid down in Article 368, 
the Parliament is competent to amend the Constitution. 

(b) The State Legislatures have no power to introduce or 
initiate any bill or proposal for amending the Constitution, which 
can only be done by introducing a bill in either of the Houses of 
the Parliament. 

(c) No previous sanction is required from the President to 
introduce any amendment or Bill for amendment in any House 
of the Parliament. 

(d) Several categories of amendment bills, passed by the 
Parliament needs ratification by not less than half of the State 
Legislatures while the American Constitution requires ratifica¬ 
tion by not less than three-fourth of them. 

(c) Consequent upon a change introduced in Article 368 of 
the Constitution vide 24th Amendment, a Constitution amend¬ 
ment when presented to the President for assent, it has been 
made obligatory for the President to give his assent and his dis¬ 
cretion to withhold it has been withdrawn. 

{/) Subject to the provisions of Article 368, amendment bills 
: are passed by the Parliament in the same way as ordinary bills, 
but for special majority prescribed. The procedure of a joint ses¬ 
sion available for passing ordinary bills, however, is not appli¬ 
cable to the amendment bills. 

The Constitution provides a special procedure for amending 
it. A bill can be introduced in any of the Houses and has to be 
passed by more than 50 per cent of the total membership of that 
House and by a majority not less than two-thirds of the members 
of that House present and voting. Thereafter the bill is sent to the 
President for assent. However; in case the amendment is directed 
at certain specific Articles including 54, 55, 73,162, 241,80,81 
and 368, such amendment would also be Required to be ratified 


by not less than half of the State Legislatures. 

It is, at times debated whether or not Indian Constitution be 
termed as a "flexible Constitution". The basic philosophy behind 
the amending procedure is that the procedure should not be so 
rigid as resulting in being non-responsive to the needed changes 
with time. The Constitution must be flexible enough to facilitate 
incorporation of required changes from time to time. It was fur¬ 
ther argued that all those recommending a change would have 
to mobilise two-third majority in the Parliament and all those 
who were unable to do so, had no moral right to think of amend¬ 
ing the given provisions of the Constitution. The framers of tire 
Constitution had to strike a delicate balance between two fac¬ 
tors—the federal nature of tire Constitution which needed a rigid 
Constitution, and supremacy of the Parliament where the Parlia¬ 
ment could, if required, effect changes in the provisions of the 
Constitution. The Constitution, therefore, provides for a healthy 
blend of rigidity and flexibility in the amendment procedure, as 
a result, the Constitution can be classified as flexible with re¬ 
spect to certain provisions and rigid with respect to the others. 

Q. 2. Critically examine the policy of education followed by 
the British. Bring out the weaknesses of the British education 
system in India prior to independence. 

Ans. The British Government took several measures to spread 
the education, particularly the modern education in India. The 
efforts of the British were supported actively by several mission¬ 
aries and a large number of enlightened Indians. But during the 
initial stages of the British rule, the British Government hardly 
took any interest. It was only in tire year 1835 that Lord Macaulay, 
who was the Law Member of the Governor General's Council, 
advocated the teaching of English Language and further studies 
in English medium. It was argued by him that the Indian lan¬ 
guages were not developed enough to facilitate teaching sci¬ 
ence, literature and other such subjects. Although the views of 
Lord Macaulay were marred by his prejudice against Indian lan¬ 
guages and his lack of knowledge of Indian past and develop¬ 
ments in science and mathematics which took place in India in 
ancient times, yet he could convince the British Government in 
this regard. He also held the view that European knowledge in 
the fields of physical and social sciences was superior to the 
existing Indian knowledge. Several forward looking Indians like 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy were also convinced with the British point 
of view and advocated the learning of western knowledge in 
English medium. Even the Indians were also convinced that the 
contemporary Indian knowledge unfortunately bred supersti- 
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tion and fear, and also lacked in several aspects. It is also felt that 
it was this feeling and belief of the Indians and their anxiety to 
gain western knowledge that kept continuous pressure on the 
Government to pursue the spread of modern education. 

The process of spread of education was initiated from Ben¬ 
gal. To start with, rather than opening elementary schools for the 
masses, the British Government opened a few English schools 
and colleges and other institutions of higher and modern educa¬ 
tion. The total funds spent by the Government were very less 
and it decided to educate only a few Indians from the upper and 
middle classes who were, in turn, expected to educate the com¬ 
mon masses. This, however, did not happen and the modern 
learning failed to trickle down to the masses. However, modern 
ideas of democracy, nationalism, equality, liberties and anti-im¬ 
perialism could reach the masses in which more than education, 
press played a major role. In the year 1854, Sir Charles Wood 
despatched some documents from the Court of Directors, which 
asked the Government of India to assume the responsibility for 
educating the masses. In compliance with the instructions con¬ 
tained in the "Wood's Despatch", departments of education were 
opened in all the provinces and in 1857, universities were set up 
at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. 

The education policy of the British had several weaknesses. 
As has been pointed out earlier, no effort was made by the Gov¬ 
ernment to educate the masses. This job was left to the mission¬ 
aries, progressive Indians and other Englishmen. Moreover, the 
modern and higher education offered by the British was too 
expensive to be offered to the common man. Main aim of their 
policy appeared to be to get cheap supply of educated Indians to 
fill up the lower and subordinate posts in the administration. 
This was one of the reasons that the British Government insisted 
on English language as medium of instruction. Another dubious 
aim of the British to introduce the English language in India was 
to broaden the Indian market for the modern manufactured prod¬ 
ucts in Britain. Further, they wanted to strengthen their political 
authority in India. As a result of these efforts, only a selected few 
got the education and in 1911, the literacy rate was just 6 per 
cent. This rate for women in 1921 was just two per cent. The main 
reason was that the Government was not interested at all to 
spend significant amount of funds on education and were satis¬ 
fied so long as the objectives of the British Government were 
met. 

Q. 3. What is the Minimum Needs Programme? What have 
been the achievements under this programme so far? 

Ans. The Minimum Needs Programmes (MNP) was intro¬ 
duced during the Fifth Five Year Plan with ttte objective of pro¬ 
viding certain items of social consumption which formed an 
integral part of the basic needs of the population living in the 
rural areas. Initially, the Fifth Plan identified and included eight 
components of elementary education, rural health, rural water 
supply, rural roads, rural electrification, rural housing environ¬ 
mental improvement of urban slums and nutrition. During the 
Sixth Plan, adult education was added and during the Seventh 


Plan, the total number of components was raised to 12 by adding 
rural domestic energy, rural sanitation and public distribution 
system. 

The performance and achievements in the MNP have been 
satisfactory so far. Upto the end of Seventh Five Year Plan, over 
90 per cent of the children were enrolled and had access to schools. 
There also has been a steady rise in the literacy rate after taking 
in to account the drop outs. There has been a good progress in 
the field of rural health also. Even under providing safe drinking 
water in the rural areas, the aim is to provide at least 40 litres of 
potable water per capita per day. In case of rural domestic energy, 
lack of coordination between the fuel wood and improved chullia, 
stoves etc was identified as the main constraint. The targets for 
electrification of rural areas have also been, by and large, achieved. 
The Eighth Plan, however, shifted the focus from mere targetting 
to achieving qualitative results. 

There are, however, certain glaring intcr-State disparities 
which are aimed to be removed during the current Five Year 
Plan. For example, literacy rate is as low as 38 per cent in the 
States of Bihar and Rajasthan, while it is around 99 per cent in 
Kerala. The need, therefore, is to reduce the difference in the 
literacy rate among various States. Similarly, by the end of Sev¬ 
enth Plan, all India average death rate was 11.9 per thousand but 
in States like U.P. and Bihar this rate was above 13.5 per thou- j 
sand. Infant mortality rate was 26 per thousand in Kerala, while 
it was as high as 135 in U.P. Similar disparity was found in the 
Birth Rate which was as low as 19.4 per thousand in Goa while 
it was 39.2 in U.P. The achievement in the field of rural roads has 
been satisfactory and as per the Eighth Plan document, only 10 
per cent of the villages with the population more than 1500 re¬ 
main unconnected with roads. But in States like Mizoram, West 
Bengal and Bihar, this proportion was quite high. Attention under 
the MNP, thus needs to be given to ensure that these xnter-State 
variations are removed. 

The government is providing certain additional funds to the 
States which are lagging behind. The planning and execution of 
these programmes under the MNP have been integrated with the 
on-going rural development programmes, with every district 
as an independent unit of planning. In addition to the above 
programmes, the funds are also provided for the allied activi¬ 
ties like street lighting, primary school building, hand pumps, 
bio-gas, fish ponds, social forestry etc. With the growing 
realisation about the necessity of these essential facilities in 
the rural areas, it is expected that by the end of Eighth Plan 
in 1997, significant achievements would be registered in all 12 
programmes under the MNP. All these programmes are also 
strengthened by usual budget allocations through the con¬ 
cerned departments. Inter-State disparities have adequately 
been attended to during the Eighth Plan, which would not 
only result in reducing these disparities adequately, but would 
also ensure better target achievement both at the State as well 
as at the national level. It is only after providing these mini¬ 
mum needs that one can think of achieving sustainable long¬ 
term economic development. 
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Descriptive Questions 

BSRB Bangalore Clerical Exam held on October 15,1995 


Problems and Political Parties 

Q. Some people feel that political 
parties colour every incident or problem 
to meet their own ends. Explain your views 
in this regard. Substantiate your views by 
giving examples, instances from your 
reading, experience and knowledge. 

Ans. In a functioning democracy, if 
there it> no dearth of problems or 
unsavoury incidents. On the other hand 
political parties are always ready to 
politicise each incident or problem to meet 
their own ends. In fact, political parties in 
all democracies are always on the look out 
for an issue that they can exploit to the 
hilt and put the government of tire day on 
tire mat. Without going into the merits and 
demerits of their approach to the problem or 
event, they are too eager to let go any oppor¬ 
tunity untapped—rather uncxploitcd for 
their electoral advantage. 

For most political parties, problems or 
incidents offer short-cuts to grab political 
power or embarrass the 'power-that-be'. Such 
an attitude is not confined to the percep¬ 
tions and proclivities of opposition parties 
alone. When the roles reverse, the ruling 
party or parties (if there is a coalition gov¬ 
ernment) of yesteryears miss no opportunity 
to capitalise on any minoi or major incident. 

Whether the incident or the problem 
is the result of some natural or man-made 
• calamity, political parties start to vie with 
. each other to derive maximum mileage 
out of the sordid situation. They leave no 
stone unturned to tarnish the image of the 
ruling party and the administration and 
care a fig for the relief and rehabilitation 
measures under way. For them, grinding 
their own axe, even in an hour of grave 
human suffering, is their first and fore¬ 
most priority. For every tragedy that 
strikes, they are ever ready to harass and 
harm the already 'beleaguered ruling 
party' and its interests. 


Whether the incident relates to the 
naming or renaming of a University, Insti¬ 
tution or the enhancement of tuition fees, 
political parties are seldom found want¬ 
ing, not to jump into the fray and make 
mountain of a mole hill. They never care 
for the foul fallout that their short-sighted 
actions can result in and the scars that can 
develop on the psyche of the common 
people. 

Again, whether the incident or 
problem is the resultant of police firing 
on a rampaging mob or the sudden rev¬ 
elation of a scandal or scam, they are 
more than ever prepared to make every 
issue sensational and nerve-breaking. 
Sharing of river waters or adjustment of 
boundaries between States are such 
other problems as offer a ready-made 
fodder or fuel to the political parties. 
All said and done, it seems from the 
modus operandi of political parties that 
giving a political colour to each inci¬ 
dent or problem is the 'be all and end 
all' of their day-to-day practices and pre¬ 
occupations. 

Reducing Wastage of Electricity 

Q. Suggest three effective measures to 
reduce wastage of electricity being used for 
household purposes. Explain how the mea¬ 
sures suggested by you would be helpful. 

Ans. Since electricity occupies a para¬ 
mount place in die lives of all, its relevance 
and requirement in every aspect of life, is of 
utmost importance. Just as sunshine with¬ 
out warmth is an unthinkable phenomenon, 
in the same vein, the non-availability of elec- 
trio ty for all occasions and purposes is an 
unbearable reality of life. There is no deny¬ 
ing the fact that if we mean business and are 
determined to keep the wheels of produc¬ 
tion moving without interruption or avoid¬ 
able hiccups, the wastage of electricity at 


every level has to be reduced—rather elimi¬ 
nated. The following measures, if adopted 
scrupulously and sincerely, can go a long 
way in reducing the wastage of electricity. 

Quite often, small steps can lead to sig¬ 
nificant insults. Bach unitsavedby the house¬ 
hold users of electricity can contribute a bt 
to the total saving of electric power. Willi 
prudence and right perceptions, the house¬ 
holders can save electricity without causing 
much inconvenience or discomfort to their 
day-to-day schedule. The house-holders 
should exercise restraint and restriction on 
the unnecessary use of electricity. They can 
switch off those lights and fans which are 
not needed and try to adjust their daily 
chores at one place or under one roof. 
Instead of bulbs, they should go in for 
fluorescent lamps (tubes) because the lat¬ 
ter are more soothing as well as economi¬ 
cal: As far as possible, they should use 
such electric gadgets as arc of standard 
quality. 

Domestic consumers should also get 
their dead or defective meters replaced with 
tlie new ones, after getting them properly 
checked or tested by tile appropriate a uthor- 
ity The tendency to over-use electricity when 
the meter is dead, is both unethical as well 
as unhealthy. The temptation to keep all the 
lights on when not required and use electric 
gadgets or appliances for minor jobs,shoilid 
be avoided. 

Conspicuous consumerism in other 
areas of spending arid acquiring goods and 
services may be good for the market- 
economy but an excessive use of electricity 
for every conceivable function in the family 
can have a crippling effect on the power 
sector. Pompous show of one's wealth by 
indulging in dazzling decoratioas, can re¬ 
sult in total darkness or partial black-out, 
because of load-shedding or power failure 
due to unnecessary load on power lines or 
transformers. In view of the seriousness of 
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the problem, the house-holders have a spe¬ 
cial responsibility to save electricity for its 
better and more productive use elsewhere. 

Curtailment of State governments' 
autonomy 

Q. "The autonomy of the State Govern¬ 
ments should be curtailed so that India will 
emerge asasbor^ nation." Give two arguments 
in favour and two against this statement 

Arguments for the Statement 

1. Indian history bears an eloquent 
testimony to the fearful fact that when¬ 
ever the Indian States became more inde¬ 
pendent and assertive, the Indian nation 
became weak and vulnerable. Autonomy 
of native States, whatever its contents and 
contours, made them defiant and as a re¬ 
sult of their arrogance, the country as a 
whole fell victim to the evil designs of 
invaders and traders-cum-rulers. It needs 

: no reiteration to state the bare facts of 

| Indian history that the strength of native 
states did not necessarily mean a strong 
and united India. Had the Centre been 
weak or the union of States been on the 
model of the erstwhile Soviet Union, the 
country would have, more or less, broken 
into warring States. Hence, any talk of 
more autonomy to the States is fraught 
with dangers and no one in his senses can 
advocate such a course. 

2. Under the Constitution, the Indian 
States are vested with enough powers and 
any suggestion or demand that they 
should get more autonomy at die cost of 
a strong central authority, is playing to 
the gallery only. Recent events relating to 
the distribution and utilisation of inter¬ 
state river waters have shown that had 
die States concerned been less rigid and 
more considerate, the impasse over the 
issue would not have become so intrac¬ 
table. Same is the fate of the adjustment of 
boundaries and movement of people 
from one State to the other in search of 
jobs. The need of the hour is that in 
certain matters affecting the unity and 
welfare of people at large, the autonomy 
of the State governments should be cur¬ 
tailed and the strong will of nation al¬ 
lowed to prevail. 


Arguments against the Statement 

1. Those who are crying hoarse that 
the State governments' autonomy should 
be curtailed, should not fail to bear in 
mind that the problems of terrorism, in¬ 
surgency and the like, are the result of 
polidcal expediency. Had the Indian States 
been given real autonomy and adequate 
sources of revenue to implement welfare 
schemes, much of the bitterness and dis¬ 
trust would not have arisen at all 

2 Any curtailment of State govern¬ 
ments' autonomy is the negation and re¬ 
pudiation of the Constitution which 
clearly states* that India is a federation of 
States with sufficient economic and politi¬ 
cal powers. The philosophy that strong 
India means strong States is not a utopia 
' or the figment of imagination It is a real¬ 
ity that needs to be given a fair trial and 
treatment by one and all 

Youth and nation-buiiding 

Q. Let every youth decide to give three 
years of his/her life for nation-building. 
Give three important consequences if such 
a situation arises. 

Ans. Youth is a period of faith and 
fervour, ambition and adventure, innova¬ 
tion and idealism. Guided by the wisdom 1 
and experience of the elders, youth has ^ 
always remained m the vanguard of all ' 
movements in the history of the world I 
Without being offered any profit or reward, 
Indian youth was the moving spirit din¬ 
ing the war of independence and even 
afterwards, whenever the country called 
upon it to uphold its honour. In almost 
every walk of life, it is the youth that car¬ 
ries the credit of heralding a new era or 
movement, m art and literature, inventions 
and discoveries, exploration and exploi¬ 
tation of natural resources. In a situation 
in which we find ourselves today, if every 
youth of this country decides to give three 
years of his/her life for nation-building, 
the consequences of such a voluntary 
valour and epoch-making decision would 
be far-reaching and highly inspiring for 
the generations to come. 

Even after nearly five decades of In¬ 
dependence, India is beset with monumen¬ 
tal problems of poverty, illiteracy, 


ignorance on the one hand, exploitation 
of children and women on the other. Most 
of the ills that afflict a backward or devel¬ 
oping country keep staring us in the face 
and despite massive investment of men 
and material resources, the scenario on 
some vital socio-economic fronts remains 
dismal and disturbing. In case the youth 
of this country offers its services in the 
various vistas of nation-building, the pa¬ 
thetic picture that we have of our people 
and places would undergo a sea change 
before the turn of this century. In case the 
educated youth of India takes upon itself 
the responsibility of educating the illiter¬ 
ates of all ages, the result would be com¬ 
plete eradication of illiteracy. Coupled with 
this objective would be the elimination of 
i ignorance, superstitions and other irratio- 
I nal beliefs that have kept the Indian masses 
under their cruel jaws and claws for cen- 
I tunes. 

Along with the removal of illiteracy, 
the youth can offer its services in the field 
of primary health, hygiene sanitation, and 
environment especially in the country¬ 
side, slums and shanties The message of 
'cleanliness is next to godliness' can best 
be conveyed by the youth with their exu¬ 
berant energy and soilless service Their 
contribution in enlarging and executing 
various plans in social-services sectors and 
ecology can bring about marvellous re¬ 
sults because their actions would be 
backed by their commitment to a great 
cause of nation-building. The really en¬ 
lightened and conscientious among them 
can work among the drug-addicts, der¬ 
elicts, and even militants and bring them 
back to the mam-stream of life. 

The Indian youth, by giving three 
years of their life for nation-building ac¬ 
tivities, can also rid themselves of the nag¬ 
ging evils like 'unrest', 'violence', 
frustration, alienation and the like and 
give proper shape and direction to their 
own lives. Having worked with their less : 
fortunate country-men, they can see the 1 
real face of India and feel a sense of iden- ■ 
tification and affinity with them. The re¬ 
solve of die Indian youth to work for the 
goal of 'nation-building' for three years, 
is a revolutionary step with considerable, 
constructive and creative consequences. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The quad, polynomial in x whose zeros are a and 2a 
is: 

(a) (x + a) (x - 2 a) (ft) (x - a) (x + 2 a) 

(c) (x + a) (x + 2 a) (d) (x - a) (x - 2 a) 

2. Which one of the following should be added to 
25p 2 + 16q 2 so that the resulting sum becomes a perfect 
square? 

(a) 20 pq (ft) 30 pq (c) 40 pq (d) 50 p 2 q 2 

3. The no. of divisors ot 20 excluding 1 are: 

(a) 4 (ft) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

4 If x’ + 5x 2 + 10 k leaves remainder -2x when divided 
by x 2 + 2 , then the value of k is: 

(a) -2 (ft) -1 (c) 1 (d) 2 

5 If (x — 2) is a factor of x^ - kx + 6 then the value of k 


(a) 5m 


. . 5 

lc) T2 


(a) -1 (» 2 (r) 7 (rf) 8 

6 The solution to the system of equations 
| v+y| = I, x - y - 0 is given by 

(a) x-z y = ^ 0>) x - y = — ^ 

(r) x - 1, y = 0 (d) x = y = j or x = y = 

7 The sum of digits of a two-digit number is 15. If 9 is 
added to the number, the digits are reversed. The number is 

(a) 96 (b) 87 (c) 78 (d) 69 

8. The roots of the equation 

(q - r) x 2 + (r - p) x + (p - q) = 0 are: 

(a) 1 (b) Sz3. 1 (r) , 1 (d) —1 

<?-r q~r p-q p-q 

9. An equation equivalent to the quadratic equation 
x 2 — 6x + 5 = 0 is: 

(tr) 6x 2 -5x +1=0 (ft) x 2 -5x + 6 = 0 

■ (c) 5x 2 -6x + l =0 (d) | x-31 = 2 

:10. The positive value of m for which the roots of the 
equation 12x 2 + mx + 5 = 0 are in the ratio 3 :2 is: 


(a) 8 % (ft) 9% (c) 10 % (d) 12 % 

14. If the areas of 3 adjacent sides of a cuboid are a, b, c, 
then the volum e of the cuboid is: 

(a) Vabc (ft) abc (c) a 2 b 2 c 2 

(d) a 2 + b 2 + c 2 

15. An aeroplane travels distances 2500 km, 1200 km, 
500 km at the rates of 500 km/hr, 400 km/hr and 250 km/hr 
respectively, then average speed is: 

(a) 420 km/hr (ft) 410 km/hr 

(c) 405 km/hr (d) 572 km/hr 

16. If p is the value of sin 2 20+sin 2 40+sin 2 50+sin 2 70 
then: 

(a) 0<p<l (b) l<p<1.5 (c) 1.5<p<2 

W P = 2 

17. If tan 0 = then 0 is equal to: 

cos 9° - sin 9° 

(a) 9° (b) 18° (c) 36° (d) 54° 

18 If one angle Of cyclic trapezium is tnple of the other 
then die measure of greater angle is: 

(a) 90° (ft) 105° (c) 120° (d) 135° 

19. In a cylindrical jar of diameter 10 cm, 4 spherical iron 
balls are put. The diameter of each ball is 2 cm. The depth of 
water in the jar is 12 Cm. Find the increase in level of water. 

(a) 0.6 cm (b) 3 cm (c) ~ cm (<f) 72 cm 


(a) 0.6 cm 


16 ,75 

— cm Id) — cm 


11. The A.M. between two numbers is 10 and their G.M. 
is 8 . The nos. are: 

(a) 20,5 ( b) 16,4 (c) 15,5 (d) 12,8 

12 . If Vo.04 x 0.4 x a = 0.4 x0.04xVft then £ is: 

P 

(a) 0.016 (ft) 0.16 (c) 1.00 (d) 16 

13. If Rs 8000 amounts to Rs 10648 in 3 years at C.I., the 
rate of interest p.a. is: 


20. Out of 3 numbers, the second is double die first, but 
thrice of the third. If the average of the three numbers is 44, 
what is the lowest number? 

(a) 72 (ft) 36 (c) 24 (d) 108 

21 In an examination 52% and 40% candidates failed in 
science and maths respectively. If 27% candidates failed m 
both the subjects, the percentage of candidates passing the 
examination is: 

(a) 35 (ft) 48 (c) 60 (d) 65 

22. If in a mixture of milk and water, the ratio of milk 
and water is 3 : 1. If four litres of water is added to the 
mixture, the amount of milk and water in the mixture be¬ 
comes equal. The quantity of sulk in the mixture is: 

(a) 18 litres (ft) 12 litres 

(c) 4 litres (d) 6 litres 

23. 25 men with 10 boys can do a piece of work in 6 days, 
21 men and 30 boys can do die same work in 5 days. How 
many boys must hkp 40 men to do the same work in 4days? 

(a) 10 (ft) 40 (c) 30 (d) 5 

24. A shopkeeper makes a profit of 20% even after 
giving a discount of 10% on the marked price of an article. If 
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the marked price of an article is Rs 500, the C P is 

(a) Rs475 (ft) Rs425 (c) Rs375 

(d) Rs I'll) 

25 ^ (g)* X ^ r> ~ ( 8 )2m 7 tlun m ~ ? 

(a) 4 (ft) 5 (c) 3 (d) 8 

26 A man takes 6 horns and 45 minutes in walking to a 
certain distance and tiding back He would hast gained 3 
hours by riding both ways How long would he take to walk 
both ways 7 

(a) 9 hours 45 minutes (b) 8 hours 

(c) 10 houis 30 minutes (d) 7 hours 

27 The population of a town increases by 5'/ annually 
and its present population is 138915 What was it 3 yc^rs ago 7 

(a) 150000 (fi) 120000 (0 135000 

(d) 147900 

28 A B and C together cam Rs 2900 spend 60V 65V 

and 70V of then salaries tespectivcly If then savings are 
14 21 15 find the salary of B 

(n) Rs 1000 (ft) Rs 1350 (c) Rsl200 

(if) Rs 1500 

29 A sum of money is put out at C1 foi 2 yeais at 20 

p a It would fetch Rs 482 moie if the interest were payable 
halt yearly Find the sum 

(a) Rs 2400 (b) Rs 1900 

(c) Rs 2000 (if) Rs 1750 

30 Three equal glasses aie filled with a mixture of al 
cohol and water 1 he ratio of alcohol to watei in each glass is 
as follows in the first glass as 2 3, in the second glass 
ns 3 4, in the third glass as 4 5 The contents of the three 
glasses are emptied into a single vessel What is the ratio of 
alcohol and water in it 7 

(i?) 401 544 (ft) 351 432 (t) 2 1 

(d) 2 \ 

31 If a" = b 1 - c 5 - d b what is the value of logj abc 7 

(«) 5 (b) 1 (c) 2 Id) bj. 


32 find the square loot of 


( 3^) 4 - ( 4^) 4 

^> 2 -< 4 ’) 2 


i.) <, f 2 


c> 


(0 1 


(d) 5 


12 


33 Two numbers when div ided by a certanvdivisor give 
temaindeis 1209 and 703 icspectively When their sum is 
div ided by the same divisoi, the remainder is 901 f ind the 
divisor 


(a) 1011 (T>) 1111 (c) 1131 

2+ V3 

34 hnd the square toot of — ■ j r 


(if) 1001 




decimals, given that V3 — 1 732 

(u) 3 732 (b) 4 732 (c) 5 732 

(d) 5 332 


it L af * 

35 Evaluate | | 

5* 15*9 

W1 W 2 (0 1” (d) Rs4| 

36 A child saves Re 1 on 1st Jan 1990 and continues to 
sav e a rupee more than the previous one How much shall he 
have by the end of the year 7 

(a) 66795 (ft) 50075 (c) b0095 

(if) 75000 

37 A man sells an article at a gam of 15% If he had 
bought it at HU less and sold it for Rs 4 less, he would have 
gained 25% 1 ind C P 

(a) Rs 150 (ft) Rs 146 (i) Rs 160 (d) Rs200 

38 The perimeter of a circular plot is equal to that ot a 
square plot What is the latio ot their icspective aieas 7 

(a) 14 11 (ft) 11 14 (r) 7 6 (d) 6 7 

39 What is the length of sheet 2 m wide required for 
making an opi n tank 15 m long 10 m wide and 6 m deep 7 

(a) 175 m (ft) 225 m 

(t) 165 m (d) 272 m 

40 Iwo nos aie in the latio of 3 5 If 9 be subtracted 
from each then they ai e m the l atio ot 12 23 Find the second 
numbei 

(«) 55 (ft) 45 (t) 76 (if) 32 

41-45 Study the giaph carefully and answer the fol¬ 
lowing questions 



41 What is the slope of line CD' 

(a) -1 (ft) 7 5 (c) 3 (d) 125 

(c) None of these 

42 If the lire BC is continued uninterrupted, it will meet 
x-axis at 

(«) (8,0) (ft) 0) (f) (7,0) 

(d) (9,0) (c) None of these 

43 Which of the two lines are equal 7 

(a) BC, FG (ft) CD, DE (c) AB,BC 

(d) AB, FG (c) None of these 
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44 What is the area undei the curve ABCDTFG 7 

(u) 31 75 (1;) 289*5 (c) 26 50 

(</) 23 02 (t) Mono of these 

45 The ratio of area under EFG and area under ABCD 

(n) 79 46 (?») 46 79 (c) 2 5 

(d) 3 5 (t>) None of these 

46-50. Study the following table carefully and answer 
the questions based on it* 


Registrations of new vehicles in Delhi (in thousands) 


i Months 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

April 

May 

June 

I Scooters 

35 

30 

18 

35 

28 

40 

I Total 

j Vehicles 

60 

54 

36 

42 

18 

48 


46 What was the diffetence between the number of 


scooteis registered in I eh and May 7 

(a) 2000 (b) 3000 (t) 5000 

(rf) Modifftience 

47 What was the* percentage increase in tegistration 
from |an to June 7 

(a) 155 (/») 14 28°/ (t) 13 2% 

(if) Noni of these 

48 In whuh of the following months was the registra 

tion of \ c hides othei than sc (niters maximum 7 

(a) |an (/>) Maid- (c) Feb 

id) Ma> 

49 What was the i atio of the number of scooters and the 
number ot otlu i v chides registered in June 7 

(a) 5 6 (b) 6 5 (<-) 5 1 (,i) 1 5 

50 What was the number of vehicles other than scooter 
ugistciid in \pul 7 

(a) 7000 (b) 54000 (c) 77000 

(if) 5000 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (d) 

2 (c) 25p 2 + 16q 2 = f5p) 2 + (4q) 2 

a 2 + 2ab + b 2 - (a+b) 2 The leqd term is 
2x 5p x4q = 40pq 

,3 (b) Divisors of 20 are 2,4, 5, 10,20 (Excluding 1) 

4 (t) On dividing x 3 +5x 2 +l 0k by x 2 +2, we get remainder 

= -2x + 10k -10 But remainder - -2x 
-2x + 10k -10 - -2x k = 1 

5 (c) If x -2 is a factoi of p(x) = x 3 -kx +6 p(2) = 0 

2 3 -kx2 + 6 = 0 oi k = 7 

6 (if)|x + y|=1 x + v = + 1,x-y = 0 

By solving x + y = l& x- y = 0, we get x =• y = ^ 

1 

By solving x + y = -l, x-y = 0, we get x = y = - - 


7 (c) Let the digit at unit's place and ten's place be x and y 

respectively No =10y + x 
ATS lOy + x 4 9 = lOx + y 
• 9x-9y = 9orx-y = l 
x*y = 15 

On solving, we get x = 8, y = 7 
No =78 

8 (b) D = b 1 2 -4ac = {r- p) 2 -4 (q - r) (p-q) =. (p-2q+r) 2 

(on simplification) 

-b±<D 


For roots use the foimula x - 


2 a 


9 (rf)| x-31 = 2 


x -3 =• ±2 

x-3 = 2 or x-3 = -2 

x-5 ^ 0 x—1 = 0 

2 


The reqd equ (x-5) (\-l) = 0 oi \ 6x + 5 * 0 
10 (n) Let the roots be 3a and 2a 


, _ in 


a = - 


iii 

60' 


P = 6a 2 - S 6 


12 


i»x2_A 
6( 60 12 
m = 5VTo 

11 (b) Let the nos be a and b 

... a + b ... 

AM =—— = 10 

a+b = 20 (i) 

GM =yfnb= 8 
ab = 64 (ii) 

Soh mg (i ) and (u), we get a = 16, b = 4 
or a = 4 b - 16 Nos are 16,4 

12 (n) >/o 04x0 4xa = 0 4x0 04x -Jb 

On squuing004 04 (04/ 2 (001'’ b 


or. =04 x 0 04 = 0016 
b 


13 (r) 10648 = 8000(1 + 


R 

100 


xS 10648 _ „ R 
1 8000 KKV 


1331 „ R .s ,U, 3 R., 

1000 (1 100 ) ° r( 10 ) “ (l 100 J 


or Ih 


11 


R = 10 


100 10 

1 4 (a) a = LB,b = BH,c = HL abc = L 2 B 2 H 2 

V = LxBxH = -Jobe 

ic / \ t D Txix. 2500 1200 500 ... 

15 («) T. J Toull,me = ~ + — t — .lOhrx 

Total distance = 2500 + 1200 + 500 = 4200 km 
42oo 

Average speed = = 420 km/hr 

16 (d) sin 50° = sin (90°-40°) = cos 40°, sin 70° = cos 20° 
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.•.G.E. = sin 2 20 + sin 2 40 + cos 2 ,40 + cos 2 20 
= (sin 2 20+cos 2 20) + sin 2 40 + cos 2 40 = 1 +1 = 2 


cos 9° . sin 9° 


17. (d) tan 8 = 


cos 9° + sin 9° _ cos 9° cos 9° 
cos 9 (l - sin 9° cos 9° _ sin 9° 
cos 9° cos 9° 


- 1 + i«>n 9 ° _ tan 45° + tan 9° 

~ 1 - tan9° "l-tan45°. tan9° 

= tan (45 + 9) = tan 54° (tan 45° = 1] 

18. (d) Sum of opp. Zs of a cyclic quad. = 180° 

Let the opp. Zs be a and 3a .'. a + 3a = 180 
a = 45" .\ 3a= 135° 

19. (c) Let increase in level of water be h cm 

A.T.S. n (~) 2 x h = 4 x |jt(|) 3 h = -cm 

20. (c) {[x + 2x + f x] = 44 .-. x = 36 

2 

Lowest no. = -x = 24 

21. (a) Reqd. %age = 100—(52 + 40- 27) = 35 

22. (d) 3x = x +4 x = 2 

Quantity of milk in the mixture = 3x = 3x2 = 6/ 

23. (a) (25M + 10B)'s 6 days' work 

= (21M + 30B)'s 5 days' work 
(150M + 60B)'sl day's work 

= (105 M +150 B)'s 1 day's work 
or 1 M's work = 2B's work 
.-. 25M's work = 50 B's work 
(50 +10) Boys can do a work in 6 days 
Boys reqd. to do a work in four days 

= (6x60)+ 4 =90 
No. of boys reqd. = 90-40x2 = 10 
, . „ , _(100-10). 100 „ 


24. (c) Reqd.C.P. = 500x^^x^^ = Rs375 

25. (c) (~) 4 x fy* = (|) 2m 7 .-. 2m -7 = 4 + (-5) .-. m = 3 

26. (a) Let one way walking time be x hrs and one way 

riding time y hrs 
.-. x + y = 6 hrs 45 minutes 
.\ 2x + 2y = 13 hrs 30 minutes 
But 2y = 6 hrs 45 minutes -3 hrs = 3 hrs 45 minutes 
2x = 9 hrs 45 minutes 

27. (b) Population 3 years ago (1 + |qq) 3 * 138915 

Population 3 yra ago * 138915 x (|~|) s = 120000 
«« APRIL '98 COMPETITION MASTER 


28. (c) A, B, C save 40%, 35% and 30% of their resp. salaries 

40% of A's salary = 14 

.•. A's salary = 14 x - 7 ^ = 35 
40 

Sly B's salary = 21 x —■ = 60 

C's salary = 15 x ~ = 50 

Ratio of salaries = 35 : 60:50 or 7 :12:10 

.•. B's actual salary = +10 * = ^ 12t ^ 

29. (c) LetPbeRsx 

ATS 

/. x = Rs 2000 

30. (a) Let the capacity of each glass be 1 

Quantity of alcohol in the vessel 

_ 2 3 4 401 

~ 3 + 7 + 9 315 


Quantity of water = 3 - 


401 544 


^ 1 .315 315 

Reqd ratio = 401 :544 

31. (d) a 2 = d 6 .-. a = d 3 , b = d 2 , c = d ft/5 

logd abc = logd d 3 .d 2 .d 6/5 = logdd 3175 

31 , . 31 . , 1 

- y logdd = y xl = 6 - 

32. (d) 4”2 = a2 +1> 2 Reqd value ^ (y) 2 + (y) 2 


33. (a) Reqd. divisor = 1209 + 703 -901 = 1011 


34 (a\ \ + ^ . 2 + V3 . 
u - (fl) - 


■ = 2+V3 = 3.732 


4 '2- n d 

5 M5 f 9 


4 _ J56 

5 ~ 135 


4 ,7_ 8 4 _ J56 4 135 

,, 5~15 9 5 ~ 135 5 X 56 17' 

W 4 . 7_ 8 4 15 8 ~ 32 = 64 

5 r 15 9 5*7*9 21 

36. (a) Reqd. sum = Rs(l+ 2 + 3 + 4 +.... + 365) 

= -—-—^ = 1^66795 

37. (c) Let CP be Rs 100 

IstS.P. = Rsll5 
Ilnd CP = 100-10 = Rs 90 

Ilnd SP = x 90 = Rs 112.50 

Difference = 1150 -112.50 = Rs 2.50 


If difference is Rs 2.50, then CP = Rs 100 


If difference is Rs 4, CP = 


4x100 


CP = Rs 160 

38. (a) Let perimeter of a square be 4x /. area * x 2 

2x 4x 2 

Circumference = 2nr = 4x .\ r = — , A =- 

it 71 

Reqd. ratio = : x 2 or 4: it = 4 : ~ or 14 :11 

39. (b) Area of sheet reqd. to make the tank 

= lb + 2bh + 2 lh 

= 15x10+2x10x6+2x15x6 = 450m 2 
Length of sheet = = — = 225 m 

40. (a) Let the nos. be 3x and 5x ~| - tI x * 11 

Second no. = 5 x 11 =55 

41. -45. Co-ordinates of A (0,2), B (2,2.5), C (5,1.5), D (6, .5), 

E(7, .5), F (8,6), G (11, 5) 

41. (a) Slope of CD = MlHHi = = -l 

r *2 - XI 6 - 5 1 

42. ( d) 43. (a) 

44. (a) Draw the vertical lines from B, C, D, E, V, G, we get 
trapeziums 

Reqd. area = ~ [2(2 + 2.5) + 3 (1.5 + 2.5) + 1 (1.5 + .5) 
+ 1 (.5 + .5) + 1 (6.0 + 0.5) + 3 (6 + 5)] 


= 31.75 


Area of a trap = — (sum of II 
lines x Distance between them) 


45. (a) Reqd. ratio = 


39.5 _ 79 
23 ~ 46 


46. (a) Reqd. diff. = 30000 - 28000 = 2000 

, IV 40000 - 35000 „„„ „„ 

47. (b) %age increase =- 35000 - xl 00 = 14.28 

48. (a) No. of other vehicles reqd. 

in Jan 60000- 35000 = 25000 in Feb = 24000, 
in March = 18000, in April = 7000, 
in May = 10000, in June = 8000 

49. (c) Reqd. ratio = 40000:8000 = 5:1 

50. (a) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 

National Defence Academy Exam, 17th Sept ’95 


Questions 1 -30 had appealed til March 
'96 issue The balance questions along with 
complete answers me given below 

Passage III 

From the beginning ot the after¬ 
noon he was nagged by a dull 
headache He had smoked too many 
cigaiettes, perhaps He had stared too 
often at his reflection in the mirror 
over the wash-basin Moreovei, 
thanks to these frequent inspections 
of himself m the mirror, he had con¬ 
vinced himself beyond any possible 
doubt that his hair was receding, had 
receded a mattei of inches 
since well, since hardly any time at 
all, since Christmas Two deep in¬ 
roads, he was perfectly sure, had been 
made towards the crown of his head 
Now theie merely remained a slender 
promontory of hair that ran out into 
the raging sea of wrinkles on his 
forehead What earthly use was that 7 
Such a derisory strip of hair could not 
possibly interest a young girl accus¬ 
tomed, no doubt, to admiring exces¬ 
sively hairy pop singers He giasped 
one or two of the fringe hairs and 
pulled them experimentally to see it 
they were secure They came away 
without argument 

31 He had a bad headache 
probably because he was 

(n) often looking in the mirroi 

(b) smoking tim many cigarettes 

(c) working hard 

(d) losing a lot of hair 

32 The man is convinced that 

(<i) only hairy men with a lot ot 
hair can attiact young girls 

(b) young girls do not care tor 
hairy men 

(r) young girls respect pop 
singers only 

(if) young girls aie attiacted 
towards men with broad 
forehead 

33 He pulled a few of his hair be¬ 


cause 

(a) they were beginning to turn 
giey 

(b) he wanted to see whether 
they weie stiong 

(t) he thought it would relieve 
hts headache 

(if) he was in a pensive mood 
34 Which one of the following 
statements would best desenbe tlu 
man's mood 7 

(it) He was wortied because he 
was losing hair 

(b) He did not bother about 
losing han as long as it was 
strong 

( c) He enjoyed looking at him¬ 
self in the mirror 

(if) He was worned because he 
had too many wrinkles on 
his forehead 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE 

{Items 35 to 39) 

Directions 

In each of the items 35-39, tin re is a 
suitinci of which sonic pints have been 
jumbled up You arc requited to n-ariange 
these pails which aie labelled P, Q, R and S 
to produce the conecl scutum Clioosi the 
profit i siqiuiiLi and maik in i/om Answci 
Sheet accoidmgly 
Example 

Z It is well-known that 

(P) the effect 

(Q) is very bad 

(R) on children 

(S) of cinema 

The proper sequence should be 
{a) PSRQ 
(b) SPQR 
(r) SRPQ 
{d) QSRP 

Explanation The pioper way of 
wilting the sentence is 'It is well- 
known that the effect of cinema on 
children is veiy bad ' This is indicated 


by thesequence PSRQ and so 'a' is the 
correct answer 

Now attempt items 35 to 39. 

33 Only 

(P) to make himsell 

(Q) by shouting at the top of his 
\ oice 

(R) was he able 

(S) heard 

The piopei stquemc should be 

(a) QRPS 

(b) PSQR 
(r) QPRS 

(i/) ISRQ 

36 1 he Buddha 

(P) who had 

(Q) set views 

(R) w is opposed to all those 

(S) oi closed s\ stern of thought 
The piopei sequence should be 

(a) PQRS 

(b) RPQS 
(t) PQSR 

(d) SRPQ 

37 The doctor's offei 

(P) not only saved lulie 

(Q) but enabled hei to blossom 
into a happy woman 

(R) fiom the pw s of eh nth 
(b) of man mge 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSQR 
(/>) PQRS 

(e) SPQR 
(d) SPRQ 

38 Towards midnight 

(P) so that the sky was lighted 
with 

(Q) and the clouds dnfted away, 

(R) the ram ceased 

(S) the incredible lamp of stars 
The proper sequence should be 

(n) RPQS 

(b) SQPR 

(c) RQPS 
{d) SPQR 
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39. The effectiveness of a film 

(P) the needs of the audience 

(Q) is judged by 

(R) and by its relation to 

(S) its theme. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSQR 

(b) QRPS 

(c) PQRS 

(d) QSRP 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

Items 40 to 44) 

Directions: 

In items 40 to 44, there are six sentences 
narked Si, Sg, P,Q,R, S. The positions of Si 
md Ss are fixed. You are required to choose 
me of the four alternatives given beloiv every 
mssage which uxndd he the most logical se¬ 
quence of the sentences in the qmssage. 

Mark your response on the Answer 
sheet at the appropriate space. 

Example X has been solved for you. 

Example X: 

Si: A poor peasant went tiff early 
me morning to plough, taking with 
aim for his breakfast a piece of bread. 

Ss: He lifted the coat, but the bread 
was gone! 

P: After a while, when his horse 
was tired and he was hungry, the 
peasant stopped ploughing. 

Q: He hid it under a bush and 
started work. 

R: He went to get his coat and his 
areakfast. 

S: He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQPR 

( b) QPRS 

(c) PRSQ 

(d) RSQP 

,Explanation: The proper sequence 
in this Example is- SQPR which is 
marked (a). Therefore 'o' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 40 to 44. 

40. Si: You might say that all 
through history there have been wars 
and that mankind has survived in spite 
of them. 

Sfc Man has now discovered how 
to release the colossal forces locked up 
m the atom. 

P: Now, if his purposes are those of 


destruction, each fresh advance in his 
mastery of nature only increases the 
danger from war, as men learn to 
destroy one another in ever great num¬ 
bers, from ever great distances, and in 
ever more varied and ingenious Ways. 

Q: He has learned to tap the hidden 
forces of our planet and use them for his 
purposes. 

R: It has even developed and be¬ 
come civilized in spite of them. 

S: This is true, but unfortunately as 
part of his development man has enor¬ 
mously increased his power over nature. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RSQP 

(b) PQSR 
(f) QPRS 
(d) PRQS 

41. Si: It was early 1943 and the 
war in the East was going disastrously. 

Sg: Boarding Party, James 
Leaser's latest best-seller is a record 
of this tale of heroics tinged with 
irony and humour. 

P: How this unlikely bunch of mid¬ 
dle-aged civilians accomplished their 
mission makes fascinating reading. 

Q: To slop the sinkings a spy ring 
had to be broken, a German ship as¬ 
saulted, and a secret radio transmitter 
silenced. 

R: U-boats were torpedoing Allied 
ships in the Indian ocean faster than 
they could be replaced. 

S; And the only people who could 
do the job were a handful of British 
businessmen in Calcutta—all men not 
called out for active service. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PRSQ 

(b) QSRP 

(c) RQSP 
(rf) SQPR 

42. Si: The domestic cat is a con¬ 
tradiction in itself. 

Sg: Hence has it won such a reputa¬ 
tion for obedience and loyalty. 

P: But the adult pet dog also sees its 
human family as the dominant mem¬ 
bers of the pack. 

Q: Nursed in kittenhood it 
develops extraordinary intimacy with 
mankind. 

R: The dog, like the pet cat, sees its 
owners as pseudo-parents. 

S: At the same time, however, the 


cat continues to retain its inde¬ 
pendence. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QSPR 
(£»> SQPR 

(c) SQRP 
(if). QSRP '"I 

43. Si: The ea rliest reference to the 
playing card has been found in China, 
as long ago as the tenth century. 

S6: The current pack of 52 cards 
was only regulated in the seventeenth 
century. 

P: They appeared in Italy around 
1320. 

Q: Long before that the Chinese 
used paper money which was similar 
in design to the playing cards. 

R: It is believed that perhaps travell¬ 
ing gypsies introduced them to Europe 

S: In olden days cards were used berth 
for telling fortune and playing games. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RSQP 

(b) QRSP 

(c) QSRP 
(rf) RQSP 

44. Si: Helen Keller has an ageless 
quality about her in keeping with her 
amazing life story. 

S&: She believes the blind should 
live and work like their fellows, with 
full responsibility. 

P: Although warmed by this 
human reaction, she has no wish to be 
set aside from the rest of mankind. 

Q: She is an inspiration to both 
blind and the seeing everywhere. 

R: When she visited Japan after 
World War II, boys and girls from 
remote villages ran to her, crying, 
"Helen Keller". 

S: Blind, deaf and mute from early 
childhood, she rose above her triple 
handicap to become one of the best 
known characters in the modern world. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQRP 

(b) RSQP 
<c) SRQP 

(d) RSPQ 

SELECTING WORDS 

(Items 45 to 50) 

In the following sentences at certain 
points you are given a choice of three 
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words—one of which is most appropriate. 
Choose the best word out of the three. 
Mark the letter, viz., 'a', 'b'or 'c' relating 
la this word on your Answer Sheet. Ex¬ 
amples 'fC and 'L‘ have been solved for 
you. 

K. The river has been 

(a) rising 

(b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 

L. We built the raft 

(a) too strong 

(b) very strong 

(c) strong enough 
to hold us. 

Out of the list given in 'K' only 
"rising" is the correct answer because a 
river cannot be htised, it rises on its 
own. So 'a' is the correct answer for 
item 'K'. For item 'L', ‘c‘ is the correct 
answer. In order to solve these items 
you have to first read the whole pas¬ 
sage and then decide what foe most 
appropriate word is. 


Now attempt items 45 to SO. 
Gandhiji's epithet is not just 
honorific; it tells the truth about him. 
He was indeed a ‘great soul'. 

He may have been the 

45. ( a ) greatest 

(b) smallest 

(c) man 

of any that have made 

46. (a) our 

(b) their 

(c) sudden 

appearance in our time. He 

47. (a) had 

(b) bore 

(c) was 

undoubtedly the peer of the 

48. (a) -known 

(b) greatest 

(c) available 

souls of previous ages from 

49. (a) which 

(b) whom 

(c) those 

we have surviving records pf 

50. (a) outstanding 


(t>) ordinary 
(cj poor 
personalities. 


ANSWERS 


1. (d) No error. 

2 . (bj 'because she spent most of the 

time' 

3. fc) '1 jumped for joy'. 

4. (a) 'My uncle frequently goes 

abroad' 

5. lb) 'will attend the meeting’ 

6 . (a) 'The manager called foe clerk and 

asked whether'. 

7. (a) 8 . (b) 9. (d) 

10. (aj 11. fc) 12 la) 

13. Id) 14. b) 15. c 

16 (a) 17 lb) 18. lb) 

19. la) 20. la) 21 Id) 

12. lc) 23. (a) 24 la) 

25. \b) 26 c) 27. a) 

28. (rj 29. \b) 30 a 

31. Id) 32. a 33. \b) 

34 (aj 35. (a) 36. (b) 

37. <f) 38. ij 39 Id) 

10. aj 41. (c) 42. b 

13. (c) 44. (a) 45. b 

16. lb) 47. c) 48. b 
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General Awareness 

Indian Engineering Services Exam, 20th August, 1995 


1. The famous rock-cut temple of Kailasa is at: 

(a) Ajanta 

(b) Badami 

(c) Ellora 1 

(d) Elephants ’ 

2. Which of the following animals is adapted to 
both aquatic and terrestrial life? 

(a) Mammals 

(b) Birds 

(c) Amphibians 

(d) Reptiles 

3. Which one of the following places is known for 
lignite? 

(a) Palana 

(b) Khetri 

(c) Hazratbasti 
(i d) Korba 

4. In which one of the following countries both the 
Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition are 
women? 

{a) Pakistan 
„ (b) Bangladesh 

(c) Sri Lanka 

(d) Turkey 

5. Which one of foe following is the source of energy 
in an ecosystem? 

(a) Light received from the sun 

(b) Sugar stored in plants 

(c) Heat liberated during fermentation of sugars 

(d) Heat liberated during respiration 

6. Which one of foe following is the correct se¬ 
quence of major agricultural food crops of India in de¬ 
scending order of production ( according to weight )? 

. (a) Wheat, ripe, sugarcane, pulses 

(b) Coarse cereals, pulses, oilseeds, sugarcane 

(c) Pulses, wheat, rice, oilseeds 

v 4d) Sugarcane, rice, wheat, coarse cereals 

7. The Sufi saint associated with Ajmer Swas: 

(a) Shah Alum Bukhari 

(b) Shaikh Shihab-ud-din Suhrawardi 

v (c) Mwin-ud-din Cfushti J 

(d) Saiyid Muhammad Gesudaraz 

8. In a pell the endoplasmic reticulum is the main 
centre of: 


(a) carbohydrate synthesis 

(b) ATP synthesis 

(c) fat synthesis 

(d) protein synthesis 

9. Which one of the following sets of places has both 
sea ports and oil refineries? 

(a) Vishakhapattanam, Madras, Cochin and Bom¬ 
bay 

(b) Calcutta, Quilon, Kandla and Madras 

(c) Marmagoa, Calicut, Vishakhapattanam and 
Haldia 

(d) Cochin, Haldia, Cuttack and Bombay 

10. The Mughal emperor at foe time of Ahmed Shah 
Abdali's invasion of India was: 

(a) Bahadur Shah 1 

(b) Bahadur Shah II 

(c) ShahAlamI 

(d) ShahAiamll 

<•»» 

11. Which of the following are known as the suicide 
bags of cells? 

(a) Ribosomes 

(b) Golgi bodies 

(c) Lysosomes 

(d) Nucleoli 

12. Sahyadri is the traditional name of the: 

(a) Western Ghats 

(b) Eastern Ghats 

(c) Aravallis 

(d) Barabar and Nagarjuni hills 

13. During foe Revolt of 1857 Bakht Khan was foe 
Chief Commander of troops in; 

» Delhi 
(i>) Jhanst 

(c) Lucknow 

(d) Gorakhpur 

14- If a person vomits excessively and shows symp¬ 
toms of diarrhoea it is possible that in his blood serum 
there is a decrease of: 

(a) calcium 

(b) iron 
Jc) sodium 

(d) phosphorus 

15. Consider foe map given below showing four na¬ 
tional highways: 
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The four national highways, marked A, B, C and D respec¬ 
tively are national highways bearing numbers 
(<i) 6,8,7 and 2 

(b) 7, 6,8 and 2 

(c) 8,2,7 and 8 

(d) 2, 6, 7 and 8 

16 "Do or die" was the slogan which Mahatma 
Gandhi gave during the 

(a) Quit India Movement 

((>) Non C o-operation Movement 

(c) Khilatat agitation 

(cl) Civil Disobedience Movement 

17 Night blindness could be < aused by the defi¬ 
ciency of 

(a) Vitamin A 

(b) Vitamin B 

(c) Vitamin C 
(i d) Vitamin D 

18 The figures given below indicate the produc¬ 
tion of four foodgrains m lakh tonnes dunng 1992-93 
m India Which one of these indicates wheat produc¬ 
tion 7 

(a) 369 

(b) 362 

(c) 147 
(rf) 726 

19 Financial allocation for education was made for 
the first time by the Charter Act of 
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(a) 1773 

(b) 1793 

(c) 1813 

(d) 1833 

20 Match List 1 with List II and select the cor 


rect answer by using the codes given below th< 


lists 

ListI 

{Plates ofhtstontal 


List 11 
(Located in) 

monument >) 

A Angor Vat 


1 

Afghanistan 

B Borobodur 


2 

Sri Lanka 

C Bamiyan 


3 

Java 

D Anuradhapuram 


4 

Kampuchea 



5 

Nepal 

Code s 

(a) A B 

C 


D 

2 3 

4 


1 

(b) A B 

C 


D 

4 5 

1 


3 

(0 A B 

C 


D 

4 3 

1 


2 

(i d) A B 

C 


D 

3 4 

3 


2 


21 Consider the map given below 



Iron ore mining activity take place in die pla< 

marked 



(0) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 

22. The first railway tine in India was opened for 
traffic in the year: 

(a) 1835 

(b) 1853 

(c) 1858 
(4) 1901 

23. 'Black hole' in the outer space is due to: 

(a) nuclear fission 

(b) gravitational attraction 

(c) nuclear fusion 

(4) collision of asteroids 

24. The number of pin code postal regions in India 

is: 

(a) 5 

(b) 6 

(c) 7 

(d) 8 

25. Which one of the following groups of countries 
shares the shores of the Caspian Sea with Russia and 
Iran? 

(a) Kazakhstan, Turkeministan and Azarbaijan 

(b) Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Georgia 

(c) Turkeministan, Ukraine and Moldova 

(d) Azarbaijan, Romania and Ukraine 

26. inland postal rates in India apply to: 

(a) Asian Pacific Postal Union (APPU) countries 

(b) Pakistan and Bangladesh 

(c) Maldives and Sri Lanka 

(d) Bhutan and Nepal 

27. There is no provision for the impeachment of: 

(a) the Vice-President 

(b) the Chief Justice of the High Court 

(c) die Chief Justice of India 

(d) the Governor 

28. The Indian Independence League was set up 
by: 

(a) Arona Asaf AH 

(b) Rash Behari Bose 

1 (c) Jayaprakash Narayan 

(4) S.M. Joshi 

29. Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar awards are given 
for: 

(a) . excellence in film direction 

(b) outstanding contribution to science 

(c) creating mass awareness on environmental is¬ 
sues 

(4) exploring new dimensions in creative writing in 
Indian languages 

30. Consider fhe map given below: 



The island groups marked A, B, C and D respectively 
are: 

(a) Lakshadweep, Maldives, Nicobar and An¬ 
daman 

(b) Maldives, Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nico¬ 
bar 

(c) Lakshadweep, Andaman, Nicobar and Maldives 
(4) Maldives, Lakshadweep, Nicobar and An¬ 
daman 

31. In India the power of judicial review is restricted 
because: 

(a) the executive is supreme 

(b) the Legislature is supreme 

(c) the Constitution is supreme 
(4) the judges are transferable 

32. The longest optical fibre cable of the world is laid 
between: 

(a) Paris and Tokyo 

(b) Singapore and Marseilles 

(c) Manila and Toronto 
(4) London and New York 

33. Which one of the following deals with economic 
offences? 

(a) MISA 

(b) NSA 

(c) TADA 

(4) COFEPOSA 

34. Which one of the following was a French posses¬ 
sion before its merger with India? 

(a) NagarHaveli 

(b) Daman 

(c) Chandernagore 
(4) Dadra 

35. Earlier navigators used to find their directions In 
the 'high seas' with the help of star constellations. The 
group of Stars used for this purpose in the southern hemi¬ 
sphere is: 

(a) The Orion 
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(b) The Polaris 

(c) The Crux 

(d) The Great Bear 

36. Which one of the blowing places has yielded 
earliest Stupa railing? 

(a) Sanchi 

(b) Bharhut 

(c) Amaravati 

(d) Nagarjunakonda 

37. Who discovered that mosquito served as a carrier 
of malaria 7 

(a) Jonas Salk 

(b) Ronald Ross 

(c) Louis Pasteur 

(d) Robert Koch 

38 The 1994 TansenSamman was given to: 

(a) Ustad Ah Khan ^ 

(b) Lalgudi Jayaraman 

(c) Bala Murah Krishna 

(d) Lata Mangeshkar 

39. Antibodies are formed in. 

(a) Lymph nodes 

( b) Red bone marrow 

(c) Spleen (d) Liver 

40 Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer by usmg the codes given below tile lists: 


List 1 


List II 

(The name of 
the facility) 


(Where located) 

A Variable energy 


1. Bombay 

Cyclotron 


2-Ooty 

B. Dhruva Reactor 


(Uthagamandalam) 

C Vatnupappu 


3. Near Pune 

Telescope 


4. Kavalur 

D Giant Meter Wave 


(Tamilnadu) 

Radio Telescope 


5. Cuttack 


(a) A B 

C 

D 

3 5 

2 

1 

(b) A B 

C 

D 

1 3 

4 

2 

(c) A B 

C 

D 

3 1 

2 

4 

(tf) A B 

C 

D 

5 1 

4 

3 


41 The two new sports introduced in Barcelona 
Olympics were: 

(a) Chess and Billiards 

(b) Badminton and Baseball 

(c) Synchronised Swimming and Water Polo 

(d) Tennis and Soft ball 

42. Consider the map given below: 



The places marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the map respec¬ 
tively indicate- 

(a) Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Gaza and Na/areth 

(b) Hebron, Jerum, Golan Heights and Nablus 

(c) Baqa el Ghafbiya, Jerusalem, Jenim and Golan 
Heights 

(d) Gaza, Golan Heights, Hebron and Jerusalem 

43. Consider the following two statements 

I. Pasang Lhamu Sherpa is the first Nepalese 
woman to conquer Mt Everest. 

II. Dicky Dolma is the youngest woman climber ol 
Mt. Everest 

Of these two statements: 

(a) I is true but II is false 

(b) 1 is false but II is true 

(c) both I and U are false 

(d) both I and II are true 

44. Chromosonte complement in Turner's syndrome 

is: 

(a) 47;XXY (b) 45; XO 

(e) 46; XX (d) 47;XYY 

45. The coliform bacterial count for inland and sur¬ 

face water for public supply jStewnittod by XS1 is not more 
titan: .* U. * .v.iV. 

<a)’'40 bacteria per 100 an^ y 


894 APRIL-90 COMPETITION MASTER 



(b) 30 bacteria per 100 ml 
(r) 20 bactena per 100 ml 
(d) 10 bactena per 100 ml 

46 Accordmgto ancient Indian legends Surabhi was* 

(a) a wish-fulfilling tree . 

(b) a treasure m the form of a cow churned from the 
cosrruc ocean 

(r) a medicine prepared by Dhanvantn 
(d) an intoxicating drink drunk during religious 
ceremonies 

47. The fertility of the soil can be increased by grow- 
ng 

(a) cereals (b) fibre crops 

(c) legumes (d) root crops 

48 The victory of the Congress (I) m the March, 1995 
•lection in Orissa was predicted by 

(a) The Week —Mode poll 
(0) 7 Iti India Today — MARGpcrll 
(r) The Frontline-Centre for Media Studies (CMS) 
poll 

(d) none 

49 Which one of the following pairs of States share a 
hvtch of their border with both Nepal and Bhutan? 

(a) Sikkim and Assam 
{ b) Sikkim and West Bengal 
ft) Arunathal Pradesh and Assam 

(d) Bihar and West Bengal 

50 Coagulation of blood in vessels is prevented dur- 
ng normal circulation by 

(a) heparin (b) prothrombin 

(<) plasmogen (d) thromboplastin 

51 Consider the graph given below: 
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The average monthly temperature conditions shown 
by the graph is that of: 

(a) Calcutta 

(b) Hyderabad 

(c) Nagpur 

(d) Delhi 

52. Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists- 

List J List II 

A. Asanga 1 Jaina teacher 

B Bhadrabahu 2. Jurist 

C. Vijnanesvara 3 Etymologist 

D. Yaska 4. Buddhist 

philosopher 
5. Writer on polity 

Codes 

(a) A B C D 

2 1 3 4 

(b) A B C D 

3 4 2 1 

(c) A B C D 

4 12 3 

(d) A B C D 

4 5 13 

53. Whi^-h one of the following breeds of sheep has 
been imported to increase wool production in India? 

(a) Chokla 

( b) Magra 
tc) Bellary 

( d) Menno 

54 Which of the following statements regarding the 
Estimates Committee are correct? 

1 No member of the Rajya Sabha is associated with 
it 

2 It has twenty members. 

3 Its members are elected in accordance with the 
system of proportional representation for a period 
of one year 

4 The Speaker nominates one of its members to be 
its Chairman 

Choose the answer from the codes given below: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 1,3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 

(d) 2,3 and 4 

55 Asoka sent missionaries to; 

(a) China and Kashmir 

(b) Tibet and Ceylon 

(c) Tibet and China 

(d) Kashmir and Ceylon 

56. Excess of amino acids are broken down to form 
urea in: 

(a) kidney 

(b) liver 


(c) spleen 

(d) rectum 

57. Ib which one of the following dynasties did King 
Bhoja, a great patron of literature ana art, belong? 

(a) Paramara 

(b) Gurjara Pratihare 

(c) Karkota 

(d) Utpala 

58. The focal length of lens of the eye is under the 
control of: 

(a) ms 

(b) pupil 

(c) ciliary body 

(d) cornea 

59. Which one of foe following is a set of five events 
included in Modern Pentathlon? 

(a) Horse riding. Fencing, Shooting, Gymnastics, 
Running 

(b) Judo, Shooting, Swimming, Cycling, Running 

(c) Horse riding. Fencing, Shooting, Swimming, 
Running 

(d) Cycling, Skating, Shooting, Gymnastics, Run¬ 
ning 

60. The eastern slopes of foe Western Ghats have low 
rainfall because of: 

(a) the straight West Coast 

(b) the lack of winter depressions 

(c) their leeward location 

(d) the height of the Ghats 

answers 


L (0 

2. (c) 

3. (a ) 

4. (b) 

5 (a) 

6 (d) 

7 (c) 

8 (d) 

9 (a) 

10. (d) 

11 (c) 

12. (a) 

13. (a) ■ 

14. (c) 

15. (b) 

16. (a) 

17. (a) 

18. (b) 

19 (c) 

20. (c) 

21. (d) 

22 (b) 

23. (b) 

24. (d) 

25. (a) 

26. (d) 

27. (d) 

28 (b) 

29. (b) 

30. (a) 

31. (c) 

32. (b) 

33. (d) 

34. (c) 

35. (a) 

36. (a) 

37, (b) 

38. (a) 

39. (c) 

40. {d) 

41. (b) 

42. (d) 

43. (b) 

44. (b) 

45. (d) 

46. (c) 

47. (c) 

48. (b) 

49. (b) 

50. (a) 

51. (a) 

52. (c) 

33. (d) 

54. <b) 

55. (b) 

56. (b) 

57. (b) 

58. (c) 

59. (c) 

r6Q. (C) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Q» 1-S. Find out the number that does not belong to the 
erics of numbers given in each of the fallowing questions. 

1. 9; 16,30; 52; 79; 114 



to i6 to 

30 

to 

52 

(d) 

114 


to None of these 






2 

100; 81; 62; 49; 36 







to 62 (6) 

81 

to 

100 

to 

36 


(c) None of these 






3 

21,8,29; 37,56 







W 8 (b) 

29 

to 

37 

(■ d ) 

56 


(e) None of these 






4. 

4,8; 9,14,16,64 







to M to 

8 

to 

16 

to 

9 


to None of these 






5 

5,7,11,13,15,17 







to 7 (b) 

13 

to 

15 

(d) 

17 


to None of these 

Qs.6 to 10 are based on the series of numbers given 
•clow: 

38453845483548384838543584 
6 How many 8s are followed by four as well as pre- 
eded by 3 7 

to 3 ( b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

(e) None of these 

7 The frequency of which numbers match with the 
/alue of these numbers? 

(a) 3&4 (b) 4&5 (c) 5&8 ( d ) 8&4 

(c) None matches 

' 8. Which number has the highest frequency 7 
to 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 {d) 8 

(e) 3 and 4 

9 What is the ratio between the frequency of 3 and 8? 
to 12 (fr) 2.3 (c) 3 4 

(d) 1 3 to None of these 

l6. Which number is to the right of 11th numbei from 
the left? 

to 8 to 5 (c) 4 to 3 

to None of these 

Which letters would fit in respectively in the blanks in 
the following questions to complete the series: 

11. a-baac-aacba-c- 

to abab to cbba 

(c) bbcb (4) bcca 

(e) cbab 

12. ab-bcaa-cb-a- bcbc 


to cbba 

(b) acbc 

(c) bcca 

(d) cbab 

(e) cbca 


ba-acbaca-b-cac-ac 


to ccab 

(&) bccb 

(c) bcab 

(d) cacb 

(c) cccb 



Qs. 14*17. Four out of five pairs of numbers in each 
question have the same relationship between them. Find 
out the one that is different from the rest: 


14 

to 64 4 

(b> 8 2 

(c) 125 5 


(d) 1 1 

to 121 11 


15 

(a) 123 321 

(6) 411 114 

(r) 523 235 


(d) 301 103 

(r) 371 173 


16 

(a) 36 48 

(6) 9 12 

(c) 21*24 


(d) 48 64 

(c) 54 72 


17 

to 2 1 

(6) 6 9 

(t) 10*25 


(d) 4 4 

to 20 80 


Qs. 18 to 22. Find the odd-man out: 


18 

(u) NOQT 

(i?) JKMP 

(c) YZBE 


(d) FGJM 

to TUW2 


19 

(a) SQOM 

(1/) LJGE 

(r) ECAY 


(d) XVTR 

(r) FN1J 


20 

(<i) J16F 

(fo) L14B 

(t) P29M 


( d ) K18G 

(c) R21D 


21 

to DwFu 

to GtMn 

(r) Cxjq 


[d) LoNm 

to HsKr 


22 

00 

T* 

(b) R12F 

(c) Z14L 


(d) K9D 

(e) U2S 



Qs. 23 to 25 are based on the word CHARACTER. 

23 How many sets of two letteis have as many letters 
between them as they have in the alphabets 

to 1 to 2 (c) 3 to 4 

(e) None 

24 Which of the following words is different from the 
others 7 

(a) CHARI to REACT 

(c) TRACE (d) CHATTFR 

to HEART 

25. Which word is different from the rest? 

(A) TEAR to HATE 

(c) CARE (rf) ARC 

(c) RATE 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below ate two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have 
to find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


ramuM ncinus 


ANkwcK nouns 


W O 

•+- 



o & w 

p p jb 






3 *o 
e 

S " 

4 

I s 

9 o- 

s ? 

CD 

□ 

A V 
Q. Y 

V A 
T> 

□ Y 

Q A 
A □ 
V 

O A 
V 

t> A 

O-T-O 

—O 

°X 

o— 

V 3 

OjO 


<2> Q 


s cr [g 0 



X A -H- X A 

© © © CD © 

# A X * AX * A X # 


Y A | o | A A I Y 

n Y 

o 0 Y I YA I 0 I v © 




a 


0 




x» 

o + a 

ox 

0 + 0 


s ° 
—0 

S a> 

o— 

□ A 

V A 

V 

Y Q 
□ A 

0—0 

-r< 

—o 

E>~rCJ 




^ # # X 

<D CD e CD CD 

AX AX XV # A VX 


A I Y A Y Y 

A Y 

OAoyo 0 Y 0 


C3 “u 31 n ^ ^ ^ 


□ o 

» X □ 

O ' V + A 

o- • «b 


is 

0 

+ 

□ 

o 

X 

□ 

1 

X 

V 

A+ 1 
□ 

Vffl 

• 

■ho 

• 

V 


1% 


X> 


AO □ 
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Find the odd-man out: 


letters/nunbem. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOP 
26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 



1. (c) Goon adding 7,14; 21... to numbers, hence 52 should be 51 

2. (a) The numbers are 10 1 2 ; 9 : ; 8 2 ; 7 2 ... 

3. (d) Each number is the total of its two preceding numbers. 

4. (a) The numbers have the arrangement 2 2 ;2 3 4 * 6 ; 3, 3 3 ,4 2 ... 

3. (c) The series follows the serial arrangement of prime numbers 
but 15 is divisible by 3 and 5. 

6. («) 7. (c) 8. ( d) 9. (c) 10. (6) 

11. (e) The series is acba/acba/ac... 

12. " (<*) Tlie series is abc/bca/abc/bca/... 

13. (a) The series is bacac/bacac/ba... 

14. <e> All the others are x 3 : x. 

15. (c) In all the others, the digits of the number are re versed. 

16. (c) The ratio among all the other numbers is 3:4. 

17. (e) All the others are 2x: x 2 . 

For questions 18 to 22 write the alphabets and number 
them from both the ends, then see the relationship among 


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2 4 25 26 

QRSTUVWXYZ 

10 987 65432 1 

18. (rf) 19. ( b ) 20 (r) 21. (e) 22. (d) 

23. (c) CA, AC and TR 

24. (if) All the others are made with letters from the key word. This 

one has an additional T. 

25. (<?) In all the others, the order of the letters picked up to form the 

word does not change. 

Questions 26 to 55. For answering these questions, you have 
to observe and study each of the figures individually as well as in 
the relationship of other figures. The following points might help 
in finding out the right answer: 

I. Each figure in the question may move along certain 
points. They might rotate, swing or tilt during those 
movements. Some figures may not move but change po¬ 
sition at the same place. (Example Qs. 26,28,29,34, 37, 42 
etc.) 

II. Some figures in the same question may interchange 
places clock-wise and some anti-clockwise, while m oth¬ 
ers the figures may just interchange position or some of 
them may remain at their place only (Example Qs 29,34, 
46,53 etc.) 

III. The pace at which each individualfiguremovesisofgreat 
importance. It may move at a regular pace or might 
gam/lose a step extra during the pace, it may do so 
alternately tixi. (Examples, 30, 37 etc.J 

IV. Some figures may be added or dropped according to a set 
pattern. (Examples, Qs 27,38,40,44,48,49 etc.) 

V In some question's, the first three figures have a definite 
pattern; the same rule would be applied to the next set of 
figures. (Example, Q. 36). 

VI. For human and animal figures, mark each position care¬ 
fully to find out which of the parts change and how. The 
rules in this change would be the same as above. Study 
the position of hands/arms/legs/tail /horns and face etc. 

26. A 27. D 28. D 29. B 

30. B 31. C 32. E 33. C 

34. A 35. D 36 A 37. B 

38. E 39, D 40. C 41. B 

42. E 43. B 44. E 45. C 

46. E 47. A 48. A 49. D 

50 D 51. C 52. B 53. E 

54. A 55. F. 56. B. 57. E 

58. C 59. A 60. C 61. B 

62. D 63. A 64. C 65. D 

66. E. The triangle is inverted. 

67. B. The number of dots on die pot and number of leaves ought to 

be the same. 

68. D. All the others are liquid containers while the plate is used for 

other type of food. 

69. B. Tile lines of the pattern are in wrong direction. 

70. C. Right arm and right leg ought to be in the same position. 

71. D. The direction of fan and the figure with an arc are wrong. 

72. A, The mnpr figures have only one side less than the outer 

figure. Tins one has two. 

73. D One of the figures ought to have one side extra. 

74. C. In all the others legs have the same bent while arms are in 

different position. Here the case is opposite. 

75. A. In all the others, one letter remains as it is, in this one all are 

reversed. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find fire odd-man out 


1. (a) trident 

(b) triumph 

(c) tripod 

(d) triangle 

(<■) trisect 


2. (a) puppet 

(b) documentary 

(c) animation 

(d) feature 

(e) commentary 


3. (a) needle 

(b) pencil 

(c) spade 

(d) candle 

(e) spoon 


4. (a) basket 

(b) barrel 

(c) bag 

(d) bucket 

(e) barrow 


5. (a) glisten 

(b) knife 

(c) psychology 

(d) filament 

(c) fasten 

- 

6. (a) genius 

(b) geyser 

(c) gesture 

(d) revenge 

(e) religion 


7. (a) microphone 


(b) microscope 

(c) binoculars 

(d) spectacles 

(*•) lens 

8. (a) pew 

(b) altar 

(c) mettle 

(d) choir 

(e) pulpit 



In questions 9 to 16, the two words given in each 
question have a specific relationship. Your task is to find 
out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of words with identi¬ 
cal relationship. 

9. trigonometry: Mathematics 

(a) history: geography (b) language: expression 
(c) moon:sun 
10. tranquilizer: relaxation 

(a) dream : sleep ( b ) punishment: reform 


(d) phonetics: speech 


(d) water: rain 


(c) love: liking 

11. bed-sheet: shirt 
(a) shoes: socks 
(c) rainbow: clouds 

12. profuse: scanty 
(a) punctual: late 
(c) vast: huge 

13. brain: thought 
(a) road: foot-path 
(c) field : corn 

14. navy: air-force 
(a) science: botany 
(c) physics: chemistry 

15. surfing: sea 
(a) walking: feet 
(c) row: boat 

16. music-.ear 
(a) rash: skin 
(e) tongue: teeth 

Match questions 17 to 22 with (a), (b), (c), (d), (c) and (f) 
on the basis of similar relationship: 

17. cold : geyser: heater 

(a) gibbous: moon: crescent 

18. pesticides: manure: irrigation 

(b) umbrella: hat: sun 
sofa: bed: comfort 

(c) commerce: science: faculty 


(b) house:brick 
(d) paraffin: vaseline 

(b) ailment: death 
(d) regular: habit 

(b) joy: happiness 
(d) chair: table 

(b) archives: architecture 
(d) hospitals: doctors 

(b) ski: snow 
(d) teeth: chew 

(b) eyes: lashes 
(d) dance: feet 


19. 


20. brown-sugar: drug: smack 

(d) food: medicine: exercise 

21. coal: oil: sun 

(e) trees: shade: shed 

22. frown: smile: face 

(/) pollution: dirt: insect 

Questions 23 and 24 are based on the figure given below: 



23. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(a) 8 (b) 9 (r) 10 (d) 11 (c) 12 

24. How many triangles are there? 

(a) 10 (b) 14 (r) 18 (d) 20 (e) 24 

In questions 25 to 30, the word 'BANKRUPT' has been 
coded in six different ways. The word THOUSAND has also 
been coded in similar ways but not in the same order. Your 
task is to match the codes of the word BANKRUPT with 
those of the word THOUSAND. 


THOUSAND 

DSANHOUT 

CMZRTNGS 

NDSAOUTH 

S1NVRBME 

UIPVTBOE 

DTNHAOSU 


25. PTRUNKAB (a) 

26. ABMLQVOU (b) 

27. TRUPANKB (c) 

28. CBOISVQU (d) 

29. TBPAUNRK (e) 

30. SOTQJMZA (/) 

31. In a certain room, there are some goats and birds. If 
the total number of legs is 120 and the number of birds is six 
more than the number of goats, how many goats are there? 

(a) 24 (b) 26 (c) 20 

(d) 18 (e) None of these 

Raman started from his home on his bicycle towards 
east and after going two kilometres he reached the place A. 
From A he turned right and after one kilometre he again 
turned right, went another kilometre and reached the place 
B. Then he turned left and after cycling for two kilometres 
he reached the place C. From C he turned right and after 
going one kilometre he reached his destination D. 

32. How far is Raman's home from D as the crow flies? 


(a) 1km (b) 2 kms (c) 3 kms 

(d) 4 kms (e) >/l z + 3 2 kms 

33. If Raman stopped at each point between his home and 
his destination for 2 mts and his average speed was 15 km per 
hour, how much time did he take in reaching his destination? 

(a) 36 mts (b) 34 mts (c) 32 mts 

(d) 30 mts (e) None of these 
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Qa. 34 and 35 are based on the following information; 

C earns less than D who earns less than E. 

A earns more than E but less than B. 

34. Who among A, B, C, D and E has the highest income? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) D 

(</) E (c) Can't be established 

35. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(a) E is shorter than C. 

(f>) B is taller than D but shorter than E. 

(c) D is taller than A. 

(d) All the above are right. 

(e) All the above are wrong. 

Amit's birthday falls on 27th August. His father's 
birthday too falls on the same day of the week but in the 
last week of October. Amit's mother's birthday is exactly 19 
days before the birthday of his father. His sister's birthday 
is exactly in the middle of Amit's birthday and the mother's 
birthday. 

36. What is the date of birth of Amit's father? 

(a) 28th Oct (b) 29th Oct (c) 30th Oct 

{d) 31st Oct («•) None of these 

37. On which date is Amit's sister's birthday? 

(a) 18th Sept [b) 19th Sept (r) 1st Oct 

(d) 16th Sept (e) None of these 

Five girls, Madhu, Arti, Kanan, Rekha and Suman are 
married to Mahesh, Yogesh, Ravi, Mukesh and Gyan, but 
not in the same order. 

First letters of the names of couple an* not the same. 

Arti and Kanan are not married to Yogesh. 

Suman is not married to Mukesh. 

Yogesh and Cyan are not Suman'sor Madhu's husbands. 
Kanan's and Rekha's husbands' names do not start with 
'M'. 

38. Who is Ravi's wife? 

(n) Madhu (b) Arti (c) Kanan 

(d) Rekha (e) Suman 

39. Who is Arti's husband? 

(o) Mahesh (b) Yogesh (c) Mukesh 

(d) Ravi (c) Gyan 

40. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(a) Gyan is married to Kanan. 

(b) Suman Is not Mukesh's wife. 

(c) Arti is not Ravi's wife. 

(d) Rekha is not Yogesh's wife. 

(e) All are correct. 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given two statements followed by 
fiiur conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take the ttoo 
given statements to be true even if they seem at variance from 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically fbllmvfmm the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. All books are rockets. 

2. Some rockets are planets. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some books are planets. 


II. All books are planets. 

III. No book is a planet. 

IV. All planets are rockets. 

A. Only I follows. 

B. Either I or IB follows. 

C. Either II or IV follows. 

D. Both I and H follow. 

E. None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All carpets are tables. 

2. All tables are stools. 

Conclusions: 

I. All carpets are stools 

II. All tables are carpets 

III. All stools are tables. 

IV. Every stool is either carpet or table. 

A. Only I follows. 

B. Only II follows. 

C. Only III follows. 

D. Only I, II and 111 follow. 

E. Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some animals are reptiles. 

2. Some birds are reptiles. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some birds are animals. 

II. Every reptile is either an animal or a bird. 

III. Some reptiles are birds as well as animals. 

IV. No animal is a bird. 

A. Only 1 follows. 

B. Only IV follows. . 

C. Only II and Ill follow. 

D. Either I or IV follows. 

E. Either II or 111 follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. All trees are straight. 

2. All mountains are straight. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some trees are mountains. 

II. All mountains are trees. 

III. All straight things are either trees or mountains. 

IV. Some straight things are trees as well as mountains. 

A. Only 1 follows. 

B. Either III or IV follows. 

C. Only IV follows. 

D. Only m follows. 

E. None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All bottles are cups. 

2. All cups are jars. 

Conclusions: 

1. All bottles are jars. 

JI. All cups are bottles. 

HI. All jars are cups. 

IV. All jars are bottles. 

A. Only I follows. 

B. Only II follows. 
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C. Only III and IV follow. 

D. Only III follows. 

E. None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some sheets are pillows. 

2. Some pillows are quilts. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some quilts are pillow as well as sheet. 

II. No quilt is pillow as well as sheet. 

III. No quilt is a sheet. 

IV. Some quilts are sheets. 

A. All the four follow. 

B. Any one of the four follows. 

C. None follows. 

D. Either II or III follows. 

E. Either l or IV follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some stones are benches. 

2. All benches are flowers. 

Conclusions: 

I. No flower is stone. 

II. All flowers are benches. 

III. Some flowers are stones. 

IV. All benches are flowers. 

A. Only l follows. 

B. Only II follows. 

C. Only III follows. 

D. Only 111 and IV follow. 

E. None follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. All trains are engines. 

2. Some pumps are engines. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some pumps are not engines. 

II. Some engines are trains. 

HI. Every engine is either train or pump. 

IV. All trains are pumps. 

A. Only 1 and II follow. 

B. Only II and 111 follow. 

C. Either 1 or 11 follows. 

D. All the four follow. 

E. None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered 1, 11 and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. "Sonali's father is thinking of giving her a wrist watch 
as a birthday present, now what should I give her on that 
day?" A asks B. 

Assumptions: 

I. Sonali does not have a wrist watch. 

II. A was himself thinking of giving Sonali a wrist 
watch. 

HI. A wants his birthday gift to be as impressive as 
the wrist watch. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only U is implicit. 


C. Only HI is implicit. 

D. Only 1 and in are implicit. 

E. All are implicit. 

Statement: 

50. "In ancient times, India provided Cambodia with a base 
to build a civilisation, gave it the language and script of Sanskrit 
which remained their language till 14th century", a report. 
Assumptions: 

I. Sanskrit is not the languageof Cambodia nowa¬ 
days. 

II. After 14th century, Cambodia was invaded by 
some countries who brought a change in their 
language and culture. 

ni. Sanskrit is not spoken in any other country ex¬ 
cept India now. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only I and II are implicit. 

C. Only 11 and HI are implicit. 

D. Either II or III is implicit. 

E. None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. All the great classical music singers belong to some 
'gharana' or the other. 

Assumptions: 

I. Most of the classical arts follow traditions. 

II. The famous gltaranas have nothing in common. 

III. No one dares to make any experiment in classi¬ 
cal music. 

A. Only 111 is implicit. 

B. Only II and 111 are implicit. 

C. Only 1 and II are implicit. 

D. All are implicit. 

E. Only 1 is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. "A team of horticulture scientists from all over the 
world is going to visit Haryana to see the potato seed produc¬ 
tion in the State”, a report. 

Assumptions: 

I. The farmers of Haryana have made some amaz¬ 
ing research in the production of potato seed. 

II. Potato is eaten all over the world. 

111. Some experiments in the field of potato seed 
production are being carried out in Haryana 
under the guidance of some international Hor¬ 
ticulture Agency. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only II is implicit. 

C. Only 111 is implicit. 

D. Either 1 or 1U is implicit. 

E. All are implicit. 

Statement: 

53. "Every sensible international agency has been urging 
the Pak government to stop aid to Jammu and Kashmir ultras 
for years", a report. 

Assumptions: 

I. Terrorism is basically not encourged by sensible 
people. 

II. The whole world knows that the Pak govern¬ 
ment is helping the ultras with money, arms and 
ammunition. 
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III. AU such pleas usually fall on deaf ears. 

A. Only I and II are implicit. 

B. All are implicit. 

C. Either II or III is implicit. 

D. Only II and III are implicit. 

E. None is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. "The Asian Development Bank has promised to con¬ 
tribute 500 million dollars with involvement of Department of 
Environment to see that the Taj Mahal was not spoiled by 
pollution", a news item. 

Assumptions: 

I. Most of the money from the fund will go into the 
pockets of ministers, officials and engineers. 

II. The ADB is concerned about saving great monu¬ 
ments of the continent. 

HI. Pollution is spoiling the Taj. 

A. Only 1 is implicit. 

B. Only II and 111 are implicit. 

C. Only I and II an* implicit. 

D. All are implicit. 

E. Either 11 or HI is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. Winter rains are supposed to be good for crops. 
Assumptions: 

1. Rains in other seasons spoil the crop. 

II. Winter rains are often accompanied by hail 
storms which are good for crops. 

HI. After rains in winter, the temperatures drops 
down. 

A. Only 1 is implicit. 

B. Only 11 is implicit. 

C. Only HI is implicit. 

D. None is implicit. 

E. All are implicit. 

Statement: 

56. Although the candidate 'X' always won from his con¬ 
stituency, he is not at all hopeful of winning this time. 
Assumptions: 

I. Some scandals regarding 'X' have come in light. 

II. The general wave is in favour of some other 
party. 

III. The candidate did not fulfil the promises he had 
made to the people of his constituency. 

A. Either I or II is implicit. 

' B. Either II or IU is implicit. 

• C. Any one of the three is implicit. 

D. Only II is implicit. 

E. All are implicit. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
cotlrses of action numbered I, II and 111. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for improvement, Jbllow-up or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy, etc on the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses of action logically follows for pursuing. 

Statement: 

57. When the officials of a State went for a surprise in¬ 
spection, they found that the construction of roads was poor 


in quality and the pace of work was rather slow. 

Courses of action: 

I. A show cause notice should be issued to the 
contractor. 

II. More money should be sanctioned so that the 
quality of building material may be improved 
and the pace of work may be accelerated. 

III. The whole unit responsible and connected with 
road building ought to be changed. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only II is implicit 

C. Only I and II are implicit. 

D. Only HI is implicit. 

E. All the three are implicit. 

Statement: 

58. Many young criminals confess that they learnt the 
technique of crime by watching some T.V. serial or by seeing 
some film. 

Courses of action: 

I. Crime-based films should be banned all round 
the world. 

II. Minute details of planning and committing of 
the crime successfully should not be shown. 

III. These young criminals should be treated by 
showing them good films which propagate 
human and moral values, as films seem to im¬ 
press them a lot. 

A. Only 1 and II are implicit 

B. Only II is implicit. 

C. Only II and III are implicit. 

D. All the three are implicit. 

E. None is implicit. 

Statement: 

5^. In spite of constant warnings, the viUagers have not 
stopped cutting trees for fuel. 

Courses of action: 

I. Some other cooking fuel should be made avail¬ 
able to them. 

II. All the inhabitants of the houses where wood is 
used as cooking fuel, should be prosecuted. 

III. All the trees should be protected with barbed 
wires. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only II is implicit. 

C. Both 1 and II are implicit. 

D. Only HI is implicit. 

E. Only 11 and 111 are implicit. 

Statement: 

60. Some of the folk arts are dying. 

Courses of action: 

I. The department established to preserve and 
promote art and culture should give financial 
support to folk artists. 

II. Their products should be displayed in em¬ 
poriums and cultural fairs for sale. 

III. The artists of these arts should be acquainted 
with new techniques. 

A. Only 1 and II are implicit. 

B. Only I is implicit. 

C. Either I or HI are implicit. 
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D. Either II or III is implicit. 

E. Only III is implicit. 

Statement: 

61. The tendency of joining private tutorial classes is 
very much on increase and weighs rather heavy on parents' 
pockets. 

Courses of action: 

I. The quality of teaching should be improved in 
schools and colleges. 

II. Schools and colleges should arrange special 
remedial classes for weak students. 

III. Talented students should be given special atten¬ 
tion by their institutions. 

A. Only 1 is implicit. 

B. Only I and II are implicit. 

C. Only 111 is implicit. 

D. Either II or III is implicit. 

E. All are implicit. 

Statement: 

62 The High Court of a State has held the jail administra¬ 
tion of an area guilty of human rights violations. 

Courses of action; 

I. The jail-staff should be suspended immediately 
for further action. 

II. The persons responsible for the inhuman act 
should be whipped in front of the public. 

III. The jail of that area should be shut down. 

A. Only I and II are implicit. 

B. Only 1 is implicit. 

C. Only II and III are implicit. 

D. Only 111 is implicit. 

E. None is implicit. 

Statement: 

63. As soon as the construction of a road in the city is 
complete, workers from some other department come and 
start digging it for some other purpose. 

Courses of action: 

I. The department that digs the road should be 
asked to rebuild the road. 

II. The collector of the city should try to form co¬ 
ordination among various departments so that the 
work of one department is not undone by tire other. 

III. If a road is constructed once, no such line should 
be sanctioned for that area that might bring 
damage to it. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only II is implicit. 

C. Only III is implicit. 

D. Only 11 and III are implicit. 

E. Only 1 and II are implicit. 

Statement: 

64. It has come to the notice of some public men that the 
investigating team probing a scam against a leading public 
figure consists of some of his close relatives. 

Courses of action: 

I. The persons, who have come to know this fact 
should go to the press and impart the informa¬ 
tion to the newspapers. 

II. The probing team should be allowed to continue 
their investigations and the integrity of the 


members should not be doubted. 

HI. As soon as the fact is noticed by the authorities, 
they should change the members of the inves¬ 
tigation team. 

A. Only I is implicit. 

B. Only II is implicit. 

C. Only I and III are implicit. 

D. Only 1 and II are implicit. 

E. None is implicit. 

Below is given a passage followed lay several possible inferences 
which can be drawn from the facts stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference separately in the context of the passage and 
decide upon its degree of truth or falsity. Mark your answers: 

A. if the inference is definitely true. 

B. if the inference is probably true. 

C. if data is inadequate, hence it is doubtful. 

D. if probably false. 

E. if definitely false. 

Fearing extinction, the Karnataka film world took to the 
streets of Bangalore with all and sundry, from top stars to 
clapper-boy staging a demonstration for better treatment to 
the local movie industry. Pushed to a comer with falling 
revenues, non-availability of movie halls and domination of 
non-Kannada films in the State, the beleaguered celluloid in¬ 
dustry suspended all its activities indefinitely until the interven¬ 
tion of the State Government. The procession was joined by 
thousands of fans and the busy central area of Bangalore was 
virtually jammed. The main demands are, making it mandatory 
for all cinema halls to screen the local language film for six 
months in a year, to exhibit only those non-Kannada films that 
have been screened elsewhere for 12 months atleast. 

65. Clapper-boy is the lowest employee of the cinema 
industry. 

A. U B. □ C. LJ D. □ E .□ 

66. Karnataka film stars are very popular in Bangalore. 

A. □ B. □ C □ D. U E. U 

67. Hindi movies are the main rivals of the Kannada 
films. 

A. □ B. □ C. □ D. □ E. □ 

68. The demands of the Karnataka film industry people 
are not reasonable. 

A. □ B. U C. □ D. □ E. □ 

69. The base of films is celluloid. 

A. □ B. □ C. □ D. □ E. □ 

70. The cinema halls of Bangalore give first preference to 
screen Kannada films. 

A. □ B. □ C. □ D. □ E. □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. ( b) In all the others 'tri' is used for three. 

2. (e) AH the others are connected with movies. 

3. id) All the others are instrumental in performing some 

action. 

4. (c) All the others are containers. 

5. (d) This is the only word among the rest which has no 

silent letter. 

6. (b) In all the others, the pronunciation of 'ge' is the same. 

7. (a) All the others are used for seeing better. 

8. (c) All the other terms are connected with church. 
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9. id) One is a branch of the other. 

10. (&) The two have application and consequence relationship. 

11. Id) Both are made from the same basic material. 

12. la) The words are antonyms. 

13. fc) One originates in the other. 

14. (c) They are two wings of the same item. 

15. lb) The items have game and their base relationship. 

16. la) They have the item and the part it affects relationship. 

17. lb) Two items are a check against the third one. 

18. la) AH the three work for a common cause. 

19. le) Two of the items provide the third facility. 

20. (c) Two of the items belong to the third general category 

mentioned. 

21. if) Just as the items in question are sources of energy, the 

other three are sources of spreading disease. 

22. la) Two of the items are phases of the third one. 

23. \d) 24. id) 

Qs. 25 to 30. hi questions 25, 27 and 29, the letters of the word 
arc jumbled and for other questions, the letters are coded by their 
preceding or following letters. 

25. (c) 26. (d) 27. (a) 28. (c) 29. if) 

30. \b) 31. id) 32. (c) 33. (b) 34. lb) 

35. (e) 36. lb) 37. (a) 38. (a) 39. (c) 

40. (a) 

For the next set of questions, the best way to answer them is by 
drawing diagrams of all probable situations. Let each item be repre¬ 
sented by a circle irrespective of tlieir size, then one can reach the 
fool-proof answer. Some examples. 

41. B. .— v . 

—-N /'•ST'C'n / " \ / " \ 


42. A. 


43. D. 


44. E. 


©©)(©©) 
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45. A. (just like 42) 



49. E 

50. B 

51. E 

52. D 

53. 

B 

54. B 

55. D 

56. C 

57. C 

58. 

D 

59. A 

60. A 

61. E 

62. B 

63. 

B 

64. C 
69. B 

65. B 

70. E 

66. A 

67. C 

68. 

D 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. What is the name of the space sta¬ 
tion which completed ten years in space 
in 1996? 

Ans. Russia's space station 'Mir'. It 
has completed 10 years and 2.5 billion km 
in space. It has outlived the Soviet Union 
which launched it and the US is now pro¬ 
viding the funds to keep it in service. 

Q. Which country is the second larg¬ 
est investor in India? 

Ans. The cumulative figure of For¬ 
eign Direct Investment (FD1) in the last 
four years was Rs 60,000 crorc, out of 
which more than Rs 32,000 crore ($11 bil¬ 
lion) was made in 1995 alone. The US is 
the top investor, accounting for almost 25 
per cent of the investments approved. 
There has been a spurt of investments from 
Israel last year and it has moved to sec¬ 
ond place accounting for investments of 
over Rs 4,000 crore. 

Q. Who is the Pakistan's batsman who 
has become the only cricketer in the world 
to take part in all six World Cup cricket 
championships? 

Ans. Javed Miandad, the 38 year old 
batsman, who has scored 7,327 runs in 228 
one-day international matches. 

Q. Which organisation plans to im¬ 
port electric toilets to India? 

Ans. Electric toilets are proposed to 
be imported by Sulabh International, a 
social service organisation. The toilets 
use intense heat and reduce waste to 
stench-free ash and thus guarantees 
perfect sanitation without using water. 
The "Incinolet" was in use in the US and 
could become very popular in develop¬ 
ing countries, 

Q. What is die rate of economic growth 
that has been predicted in the 1995-96 
Economic Survey? 

Ans. 6.2 per cent. 

Q. What is the level of stock market 
capitalisation in India? 

Ans. The Indian stock market has the 
sixth largest capitalisation among the 
emerging markets after Taiwan, Malaysia, 


South Africa, Korea and Brazil. Hie total 
market capitalisation is $ 138.6 billion. The 
number of companies listed on die BSE at 
the end of December 1994 was 4,702. This 
was more than die total of companies listed 
in nine emerging markets. 

Q. What was the level of jobs created 
in 1994-95? 

Ans. An additional 7.18 million jobs 
were created in 1994-95, with the total 
jobs put at 320.51 million, according to 
the Economic Survey. The employment 
growth rate rose to 2.03 per cent during 
the year and is the highest in the last 
seven years. 

Q What is the level of defence alloca¬ 
tion for 1996-97? 

Ans. Plan expenditure for 1996-97 has 
been increased to Rs 50,521 crore 
against Rs 48,500 crore for 1995-96. A 
sum of Rs 27,891 crore has been allocated 
for defence as against Rs 25,500 crore in 
1995-96. 

Q. Which academy in India will train 
the Prithvi crew? 

Ans. The only institution in the sub¬ 
continent where fighter and attack heli¬ 
copter pilots, air defence personnel and 
engineers are trained, the Tactics and Air 
Combat Development Establishment 
(TACDE) at Jamnagar will be entrusted 
with the task of training the surface-to- 
surface missile Prithvi crew. 

Q. What is the purpose of the latest 
NASA probe launched recently? 

Ans. NASA has launched an un¬ 
manned delta rocket, called Near, on a 
three year voyage to an asteroid Eros that 
may contain clues to the birth of the solar 
system. 

Q. In the Chinese calendar, with what 
animal is 1996 associated? 

Ans. Rat. 

Q. Which commission was wound 
up by the Maharashtra government re¬ 
cently? 

Ans. The Srikrishna Commission, go¬ 
ing into the communal riots in Bombay. 


Q. Where is Asia's largest railway sta¬ 
tion? 

Ans. Asia's largest railway station be¬ 
came operational in Beijing with the inau¬ 
guration of the $ 600 million project by 
the Chinese Premier, Li Peng. 

Q. Which picture has won the 
Golden Globe Award for the best mo¬ 
tion picture? 

Ans. "Sense and Sensibility", adapted 
from Jane Austen's novel, has won the 
Golden Globe Award for best motion pic¬ 
ture and screenplay, while Mel Gibson won 
the best director award for "Braveheart". 
John Travolta was the best actor and Nicole 
Kidman the best actress. 

Q. What is the size ot the Indian 
middle class? 

Ans. According to the Indian Read¬ 
ership Survey 1995, the Indian middle 
class consists of 140 million people. The 
middle class is defined as segment with 
an income of above Rs 3,000 per month, 

Q. What does the 81st amendment 
relate to? 

Ans. It places land reforms laws in 
seven states under the Ninth Schedule so 
that they are not challenged in a court of 
law. 

Q. Who is the author of Tryst with 
Terror - Punjab's Turbulent Decade ? 

Ans. V.N. Narayanan, editor of the 
Hindustan Times. 

Q. Who is the winner of Jnanpith 
award for 1995? 

Ans. Malyalam writer M.T. Vasudevan 
Nair, editor of the Mathrabhoomi group. 

Q. Which film won the Golden Pea¬ 
cock in the 27th Film Festival of India? 

Ans. Hong Kong film "Blush" di¬ 
rected by Li Shao-Hong won the Golden 
Peacock for the best film in the special 
competitive section for Asian women film 
makers. 

Q. Who was the chief guest at the 1996 
Republic Day celebrations of India? 

Ans. Brazilian President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso. 
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Appointed, Elected Etc Korea 

Rene Preval President of Haiti He took Shcr Bahadur Deuba Prime Minister of 

power in Haiti's first peaceful and demo- Nepal 

cratic change of guard Laszlo Kernes Hungarian Foreign Mrn- 

Abial Karim Al Kabanh Chosen as ister 
Prime Minister of Tordan by King Hussein, Abiasse Oucdraogo Burkina Faso's For- 

replacing Zeid Bin Shaker eign Minister 

Sahtb Singh Vernm He was appointed Malti Vuoria Finland's Secretary Cen- 

Chief Minister of Delhi after the resigna eral of Irade 
tion of Madan I al Khurana Dud 

Naresh Chandra TormerGujarat Gov- Prakash Chand Sethi former Union 
ernor, he has been appointed India s Am- Minister and Chief Minister of Madhy a 
bassador to the US Pradesh 

Rlsignld 1/ami/ Ngor Actor and C ambodian 

R K Dhawan Minister of State for Ur- refugee, whose award-winning perfoi- 
ban Development mane e in " The killing Fields' mirrored his 

Kantal Nath Union Textiles Minister own ordeal of torture and sun ival in 
Madan Lai Khurana Chief Minister of Khmer Rouge death ramps He was found 
Delhi shot dead outside his home in Los Ange- 

Buta Singh Union food Minister les 

Arvmd Nitam Minister of Stale toi Gene Kelly Actor dancer, singer and 

Agriculture director, a consummate showman who 

Distinguished Visitors transformed American dance He died at 

Km Young Sam President of South the age of 83 in I os Angeles 


EVENTS 


FEBRUARY 

10— Prime Minister Narasimha Rao dedi¬ 
cates INSAT 2C to the nation 

—The Irish Republican Army (IRA) ends 
the 17 month ceasefire by detonating a 
bomb at Canary Whaif Tower m I on- 
don, Britain's tallest office building, 
killing two people and causing enor¬ 
mous damage 

11— The world’s biggest cncket event, the 
Wills World Cup 1996, is inaugurated 
at Eden Gardens in Calcutta 

13—PLO chairmar Yasser Arafat takes oath 
of office as the first Palestinian Presi 
dent after his landslide victoiv in elec¬ 
tions 

16—Italian President Oscar I uigi dissolv es 
Parliament and clears the way for na¬ 
tional elections 

18—Delhi police seizes biggest haul of arms 
and ammunition, arresting a Swiss na¬ 
tional and a Pakistan based Iranian 
—NASA launches a spacecraft on a three 
year voyage to the asteroid, Lros 


20—Hawala tainted Central Ministers Buta 
Smgh and Arvmd Netam resign 

22— CBI files chargeshects agamst 14 more 
politicians for allegedly receiving 
hawala pay-offs 

24—Saddam Hussein s two sons-m-law 
return to Iraq and arc shot dead by 
members of their family 

23— At least 22 people are killed in two 
bomb attacks in Israel, by suspected 
Islamic bombers 

—Cuban fighters shoot down two planes 
belonging to a C uban exile group in 
Miami 

28— Vote-on account railway budget pre¬ 
sented 

29— BJP President Lai Krtshan Advam is 
granted bail by Delhi High Court after 
non-bailable warrants are issued 
against him m the hawala scandal 

MARCH 

1—Supreme Court frees CBI from the con¬ 
trol of Prime Minister in the hawala 
case 


—Six politicians and 2 officials, against 
whom non-bailable warrants had been 
issued by the designated court, are 
granted bail by the Delhi High Court 

2— Blast in a hazardous factory in Delhi 
claims five lives 

—CBI conducts nahowide raids in the 
Purulia arms dropping case 

3— Home Ministry issues notices to 43 
political and religious leaders of |&K, 
asking them to furnish details of for¬ 
eign contributions received by them 

—At least 20 people are killed and 7 
wounded in a powerful bomb explo¬ 
sion that ripped through a bus in 
Jerusalem 

4—1 ormer Chief Minister Biju Palnaik is 
chargesheeted by Orissa's Vigilance 
Department under the Prevention of 
Corniplion Act 

6— Report in US media says that Paki¬ 
stan plans to condui t its nuclea, test if 
India carries one out 

7— Parliament is stalled for the second 
day by Opposition demanding the 
PM's resignation on the hawala probe 



MILESTONES 

Ruchf Sharma: The classical 1 
dancer, who Seated another World 
record by giving a non-stop Kadiak 
performance for 15 hours at Mumbai 
Her name already figures in the Llmca 
Book eff Records for making 5001 danc¬ 
ing rounds continuously in about 55 
minutes 

Faraz Ahmed: Pakistani author, 
who inaugurated the 12%Wttid,8O0k l . 
Fair in New Delhi. , i 
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Uaaful foi : All Exm ronducted by S S C. and Other 
Competitive Exam* 

A Comprehensive Coverage of All topics with 
Ample Solved Examples and Practice Questions 
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3 General Intelligence Teal (S.L Gulatl) 
4. Advanced Eaaays 
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B Maths for N.D A. C.D.S. (Gulatl) 

9. Objective English (Small) 
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12. General Mental Ability 
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LLB ENTRANCE EXAM. 


Covering: Legal Aptitude, General Mental ability. 
General Awareness, Objective English. 
Conducted by Various Universities, i.e. 
Banglore. Delhi, Rohtak, Meerut. Bhopal, 
Bombay. Madrasetc. 

Price : ISO/- Pages : 450 
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Covering i Salved previous year paper. 
GENERAL ABILITY : Scientific Aptitude, 
General Knowledge, Multiple Choice English 
(thoroughly revived) and Mathematics. 


GMAT 30TH EDITION 

Cawing: Mancgawani .ub|acl: English, Dan. InMIlgwica, 
0. iyt TmL PraHaai Hiving, Oan. Aeerene... 

Prlen : 150/- OTHER HIGHLIGHTS '*■»“ “° 
Flint Authentic Book Pubttohed In India 
P utril.hed by Bookhlve A Legendary Name ki PuMInMng 
l.A8„ P.O. (Bank) Books. 

Authorised by the most co mpetent Profeeeore. 


HOTEL MANAGEMENT (BHM) 

(Study material with M.C. Questions) 

COVERING : REASONING, NUM ABILITY, PROBLEM 
SOLVING, SCIENTIFIC ABILITY, M.C. ENGLISH 

PAGES: 500 PRICE 160/ 


Pagce: 350, 

■ Kaae N^ Price: 160 /- 

(with Cassettes) (for 45 mts.) 

T EST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
ONLY BOOK CONTAINING UNIQUE TEA TUR ES 

• Detailed Study Material far Grammatical Rules 

• Answers Sheets of the Types you Actually (*-t 
LI Listening Comprehension 

□ Reading Comprehension □ English Structure 
U Writing Ability □ Vocabulary 
Tor students who plan to join an American Unnvrsity and 
whose Mother-Tongue is not English 


INGUSH IMPROVEMENT COURSE 
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NON-VERBAL REASONING 

PlrftoM: 65/- S.L. Gulatl Pagaa: 300 

• Mora 9mn 300Quoston«, bu«d on latMt trtndt 

• S-Etgura Prablama ExpMrrad m dataila 

• AM Topiea oovarad i a Sanaa ClaaaiGcafton. Analogas Paper 
toMnpate 

• A muat for avary eancftdata appaarmg for any compaative uvn 


SHARP FOCUS MATHEMATICS 

Pages; 900 by S.L. GULATI Price: 200/- 
FOR MBA/BBA/BBM/POt end various other Comp Extms 
A atotalled Study of ovary Topic with explanation 


a study of BaaaaiiiiBi 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Page. : 900 Price : 140/- 

indtan History, Geography (Indie • World) World 
History, Indlen Polity. Netlonel Movement, U.NO„ 
ebrevlntlone, sports. Currant G.K. Everydey Science, 
Indian Economy and Currant Events. 

SPECIAL FEATURES • Ean.uah/e study Material 
• Multiple ctroloeQueattone* Short Answer Questions 


CAREER DIRECTORIES 


l . Directory of Engineering Colleges In India 40/ 
2 Directory of Com. Eaama 45/ 

3. Directory of Medicate 1 alleges In India J5/ 

4. Directory of Management College* in India 40/ 


In eh u rilona tor ptaclng order Send R«. 30/- (In case value 
of the or do r a above 100/- Agakat order valued leu 
thonRs 100/- fuf money VxxJd bn remlttedai advance 
along with volt order to enable uctacendyouthe books 
byV.P.P 

• Rato* are subject to change without prior Notice 

• Aik for a free detailed catalogue by tending o self 
adOteued envelope with poitcilitamp of Re l/-aff«ed 
on It to - 


Cosmos Bookhivb (P) Ltd. 

CB-352, Ring Road, Naraina, New Delhi-28 
Ph.: 3298103, 3298374, Fax: 011-5451700 
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Is it? 

The Force 10 LX from 
Liberty The force to defy 
gravity The outcome of 
unadulterated technology, for 
your feet. 

The innovative VAC-SAC 
system, that gives you the 
feeling of walking on air Talus 
support to safeguard feet from 
cramps and sprains Spacious 
toe box with plenty of 
breathing space Trendy six 
coloured sole Double padded 
tongue to eliminate lace 
discomfort All you needed in 
a shoe. And more.. 

So, rush to the nearest 
Liberty showroom, and take-off. 
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DearMdsters, ' ' * “ — - , 

O ne of the wonders of the modem age is the w*y that the world commu¬ 
nicates. Like during the World Cup matches, information and pictures 
were digitised almost as soon as they occurred and were sent to all parts 
of the globe in a matter of seconds. Telephones enable us to talk to a 
person anywhere in the world, as also help transmit reams of data 
between computers connected to each other. 

In all fields, technical skills are expanding at a very fast pace. Nowhere 
is this more evident than in the field oi communications. A thin optical 
fibre carries trillions of bits of data per second much more cheaply than 
copper. Today, computers, communication and electronics have inte¬ 
grated in such a way that it is impossible to talk of any technology as j 
separate and distinct. ! 

Everything is linking up as a silent telecom revolution takes place across 
countries of the world. While selecting this month's cover story, this ' 
consideration was highest in our mind—keep our readers informed 
about developments taking place, explain the trends of human endeavour , 
and answer questions that readers may have on an exploding technol¬ 
ogy. After all, we should not be ignorant of something that is around us i 
ana touches every day of our life. 1 

The effect on our lives will be dramatic. Already, newspapers are being i 
transmitted on the Internet. Increased competition the world over has lea 
to better services and decrease in costs and the government would do well 
to introduce more competition so that technology and costs can open up 
the world to the average Indian 1 

As always, we pack our issue with features and information and wc wish 
you all the best on your endeavours Do let us have your comments and , 
suggestions. 
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SELF-STUDY SUCCESS PACK FOR 
. GENERAL STUDIES 


Suecess Hormone* for candidate* appearing In Central CMI Sendee*, 
State CMI Services A other Exam*. Primarily prepared lor General 
Studlea, the hooka ahould be helpful for optional subject* also. 
Recommended for thorough grinding and high ecoring. 




A boon for Non-Selenee (even Science) Students. 
a SYNOPSIS i.« Short Study Material • Science Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
AnswerQuestions a All Basic Scientific Laws, Principles & Concepts explained 
• 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated). 

K-GEOGRAPHY-World & India SI 


• SYNOPSISU.Study Material covering Astronomical, Physical.Hurnan.Econofnc, 
Phytogeography, Zoogeography (Vfcrid & Incta) with relevant data, digrams, 
charts & maps. • Geography Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answer Questions 

• Glossary—explains Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions—(Questions from Previous Years' Papers incorporated) 
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G Modftl Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers Included 


Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts etc. 


N BANK—INDIAN POL 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years’ papers 
Incorporated •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms 


ON BANK—INDIAN ECONO 


llCSPE COMPLETE COURSE SERiEi 


1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. 12C 

Model Paper+Study Material + Over 1500 Objective Questions. Pages ovt 
300. Author: SB. Mathur, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Q.I 
Pant Polytechnic Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Rs. 201 

Three Model Papers + Study Material - 375 Short-Answer Questions ♦ Ov« 
1700Objective Questions. Pages VIII+436. Author. S.C. Bhatla, Education! 
A Chemical Engineering Consultant 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 12i 

Three Model Papers - Study Material + 2000 Objective Questions. Page 
IV - 227. Author : Sukant Mlehra, Gold Medalist. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHEMATICS Rs. 150 

Two Model Papers + Essential Study Material, Solved Examples A Ovt 
1600 Objective Questions. Pages VIII + 326. Author : Ranjana Mlehn 
Foreword Prof. D.L. Jain, Professor of Applied Mathematics and Head < 
the Dept, of Mathematics, Faculty of Mathematical Sciencea. University ( 
Delhi. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 1BC 
Three Model Papers ♦ Detailed Study Material + Short-Answer Question 
+ Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500. Author : Me Mira Pattanah 
MA„ M.PhH (J.N.U.). 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. 16( 
Three Model Papers + Exhaustive Study Material on Section A Theory' 
Section B 'Government' + 2000 Objective Questions. Pages over 600. 
Author: Prof. B.K. Sawiashwa, AM., L.L.B., D.J. 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO ECONOMICS Rs. 16 

Model Papers + Detailed Study Material + Over 2100 Objective Queotloni 
Pages500 4 uthor : Ms Surfeet R. Dhillon, Reader, Department atEoonomic. 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College (University of Delhi). 

8. COMPLETE COURSE—LAW Re. 16 

Three Model Papers ♦ Study Material ♦ 120 Important short-answerqueettori 
+2000Objective Questions Pages VIII+260 Author: S.K. Sharma, Advocat 
Delhi High Court, New Delhi. ■ 

9. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 20 






• Model Papers-Questions from Previous years’ papers 
Included •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms •Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


SKUMEHnECSEUi? 


nLMENTAL ABILITY 


EJ 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples A explanations covering 
Reasoning (Logical, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation, Numerical 
AbHSy, Graphs, Tabulation .Mensuration, Basic Applied Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry A Statistics •Objective Multiple Choice Questions 


Concessional Packing A Postage Charges 

for the Sueoese Pack (Book No. 1-7) Re. 10 

Total R8.925 

Note: AH the above books are available separately also. 

Postage Rs. 10 for any one book and Rs. 16 for two or mom books. 


* Please remit the Pull amount (Pries of desired book/book* plus 
Rs. 10 tor me book end Re. IS tor two or more books tor packing 
and postage) by M.OJBank Draft. 

* Books will be sent by Regd. Book Post only. No VPP orders. 

* Write Name A Full Address on M.O. Coupon In CAPITAL LETTERS 


Two Model Papers + Exhaustive Study Material+ 2000 Objective Questions 
Glossary, Pages VIII * 490. Authors: Ms Neera ChaudhryMA.. A P.K. Nayt 
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K—BOTANY Rs. 180 


to score a higher rank. The book eonta 
9 Study Material covering Origin ol Life, Evolution, Cell Biology. Tissut 
System. Genetics. Plant Diversity .Plant Sy stematics, Growth and Development 
Reproduction and Seed Biology, Pathology, Ecology and Economic Baton) 
(Latest information on Biotechnology and lfe application) 

• 5000Ob). Multiple Choice Questions (About 20% questions are Assertion 


• 5000Ob). Multiple Choioe Questions (About 20% questions are Assertion 
Reason and Matching types, based upon the pattern ol Civil Services Prel 
Exam.), Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS incorporated. 





CSPE-: TEN MODEL PAPERS SERIE 


1200 Objective Multiple Choice Questions. Questions 
from Previous Years’ Papers are Included. 

1. BOTANY Rs. 40 2 . COMMERCE Ra. 40 3. PHILOSOPHY Rs, 40 


CSPE WORK BOOK SERIES 


Precise Study Malarial La. Synopsis ♦ Ton Modal Papers 
(1200 Objective Questions). Questions from Previous Years’ 
Papers Incorporated. 

1. INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 60 5. PSYCHOLOGY Ra. 75 

2. POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra. 75 6. ECONOMICS Rs. 75 

3. PUBLIC ADMN- Rs. 50 7. ZOOLOGY Rs. 50 

4. SOCIOLOGY Rs. 76 


PassSI dhillon group of publications Tei : 643 8423 

[lt»TcTJI| E-12. MAIN ROAD. KALKAJI. NEW DELHI-110 019 





















































































EDITORIAL 


Sinking Standards 


M r K.R. Narayanan, the Vice-President of the Republic, 
who presides over the proceedings in Rajya Sabha, 
has expressed anguish over the steeply sinking 
standards of personal behaviour of members of Parliament and 
of legislatures in various States of the Union. Mr Narayanan 
should know. So this is truth from the horse's mouth. The Vice- 
President ms articulating the feelings of the right thinking 
citizens of the country when he observed that the unruly scenes 
in Parliament and legislatures of the country actually hold a 
mirror to the society toe are living in Thh is true symbolically 
as well as literally. Symbolically 
because we are living in a twilight 
society where old values have died 
or are decaying and new ones are 
yet to take shape. It is true literally 
because members of Parliament and 
legislatures go to august houses as 
representatives of the people. In this 
respect, they are 'good' and 'true' 
representatives of the people! 

The present society, in the 
turmoil of transformation, suffers 
from a cluster of bad feelings namely 
anxiety, frustration and discontent. 

Additionally, there is avarice which 
has resulted in an unashamed 
scramble for spoils. The spate of 
scams seen by the nation in recent 
times, involving the high and the mighty, leaves no one in 
doubt that there are far too many hands in the national kitty. 

When representatives of the people demonstrate an utter 
lack of elementary manners in the Houses, they are, in fact, 
mirroring the temper and time, and temper of the times. The 
reverse is also true as the people, taking their cue from their 
own representatives, indulge in similar or worse behaviour 
causing what Walter Lipman described as a society in which 
anything goes. The collective norms of decency and decorum 
which can be aptly defined as 'culture' of a nation are thus 
thrown into the dustbin. The common man begins to think and 
engage himself in a race of moral degeneration without a prick 
from his conscience. The representatives then acquire the status 
of symbols or role-models. One former Union minister, when 
being taken away to jail, made a victory (V) sign with his 


fingers to his slogan-raising riff-raff. The depth into which the 
politician-hero can sink has been shown. Decency in public life, 
if a mere plastering, comes off sooner than later. 

Apart from being anguished by the sordid trend, the Vice- 
President felt that this drift of degeneration could be used in 
such a way as to utilize it as a corrective measure. This may 
seem to be unrealistic but through a process of correction it 
could ultimately be knocked out of the system. Perhaps 
sublimation would be a better expression. 

Some measures like 'educating' members in parliamentary 
norms were initiated. Some hand- 
picked senior parliamentarians were 
pressed into service to impart 
education to all members herded 
together—their own party members 
and those of others. This attempt 
would have been sad, if not 
laughable. The rot that has set in is 
not a symptom but the disease itself. 

It started in 60's and has 
continued ever since with increasing 
tempo. Not the least important 
reason has been the falling quality of 
the individual the society is 
manufacturing' today. The stress on 
i/outh is "What do you want to 
become? A doctor? An engineer? A 
}K>litician?" No one ever asks a 
youngster "What kind of person you want to grow into?" If 
people's representatives come from cultural backwaters of 
society or with crime records, their plus points are not supposed 
to be skill in parliamentary debate, decency in behaviour or 
sweet reasonableness in face of opposition but lung-power, 
sound and fury signifying nothing, exchanging choice invective, 
fist-blows and verbal etching. 

What Mr Narayanan has overlooked is that the disgusting 
behaviour in the Houses is only a miniature copy of such 
behaviour elsewhere throughout the country. The lowering of 
standards in public morality and norms from those who are 
supposed to set examples has become a malaise of the masses. 

It is a mere extension of their conduct in society. The only 
pious hope one can entertain is that this toill spend itself 
through what Aristotle called 'Catharsis'. 
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IMPROVEMENT COURSES 


I inn-I. hii-iu.i- anti Hfjisonini| 

!ni[i!owrtii.tit Con I'M- Rs. 150 


Comprehensive coverage of Reasoning Teats 
(Logical, Verbal. Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation 
and Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach & detailed explanatory notes for 
thorough understanding. Previous Years' 
Papers of Important Competitive Exams, with 
Answers incorporated. 
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KITS 




LATEST GUIDES 


2. Knqlish Improvement Course Rs 100 r 


The course material contains Practical English 
Grammar, Common Errors and Pitfalls, 
Comprehension. Vocabulary, Phrases, etc. It 
also includes fundamental rules, tips and usage, 
explanations, illustrations, charts, tables, 
specimen and previous years' papers. 


BANK P C) EXAM KIT 


(For Associate Banks ofSBI, SBI end other 
Nationalised Banks Exam.) 
Comprehensive Coverage of Test of Reasoning; 
English Language; General Awareness (All aspects 
of G.K.); Quantitative Aptitude (Graphs. Tabulation. 
Data Interpretation, Solved Examples, HinteS Exercises 
etc); Descriptive English; Five sets of Model Papers, 
with detailed Solutions/Answers, based on 
Previous Years' Papers. 


3, Arithmetic Improvement CoursoRs.100 • 


A very comprehensive book Designed to cover 
the entire Syllabus of Competitive Exams 
Includes Number System, Logarithms, Linear 
Equations, Banking, Tabulation, Graphs, 
Mensuration, Statistics etc Plenty of Solved 
Examples, Practical Tips & Shortcuts given for 
easy grasp. Also contains Model Papers with 
Answers/Hints. Questions taken frorrVbased 
on PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS of Important 
Competitive Exams. 


I 4. General Science 
Improvement Course 


Comprehensive study material on Physics. 
Chemistry, Biology & Space Sciences. 
Incorporates important Concepts, Formulae, 
Solved Examples. Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions and Science Quiz 


5. Maths Improvement Course Rs. GO 


(For N.D.A., C.D.S., M.B.A. ate. Exams) 
Covers Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry andStatistics. Includes 
Important Formulae, Concepts, Practical Tips, 
Solved Examples, Exercises and Objective 
Questions. 


][M B. A KIT 


(For Common Admission Tsefs of I.I.M. <#, XLRI t 
othar Laadlng Inatltutea/Unlveraltiea) 

Kit covers English Language; fcitaWgwico & 
Reasoning, Data Interpretation; Arithmetic 
(Giaphs, Tabulation); Basic Maths; General 
Knowledge (General Science); Currant Affaire; 
Five Sate of Modal Papers, with detailed Solutions/ 
Answers, based on Previous Years' Papers. 


Our Guides an patterned on latest schema 
and syllabus, entire syllabus covered 
thoroughly. Ample study material. 
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1. BANK P.0. EXAM. Rs. 180 

2. STATE BANK P.0. EXAM. Rs. 180 
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5. C.D.S. EXAM. Rs. ISO 
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Interpretation) & Logical Deduction, Numerical 
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6. ENGLISH VOCABULARY 


IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 126 


(Incorporating Setf-Assasament Exercises; 
Word Power- Ready Reckoner; Synonyms; 
Antonyms; Pairs of Words; Paronyms; 
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ENGUSH SPEAKING COURSE Rs.100 


This Is the first English Speaking C ourse to 
be published by | DhWon Group | 

Priya English Speaking Course la a major 
breakthrough to help you geln command of 
Spoken end Written English. Unique In style 
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Language. 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, appear¬ 
ing m the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100.00 each Readers are invited to send us 
their mews on topics covered in this issue The 
decision of the Editors will be final 

SELLING THE NATION 

Corruption has become widespread in 
our country We should identify the root 
causes of corruption and do something about 
them A sustained effort by political parties 
and individuals is necessary if we are to 
move towards a corruption-free society 

Manish Aurora 
Mumbai 

Some amount of corruption can well 
be tolerated, but the hawala scandal shows 
that it has crossed all decent levels This 
will be fatal for our country if it is not 
checked immediately The Supreme Court 
has done well to take the investigations 
under its charge 

Aparajit Banerp 
24 Parganas, West Bengal 

The hawala scandal has exposed 
many of our political leaders Since the 
elections are near, it is up to the voters not 
to vote for candidates who have been in¬ 
volved in the scandal In this way, politi¬ 
cal parties will learn what Abraham 
Lincoln once said, "You cannot fool all 
the people all the tune * 

Shahni Srwastava 
Aligarh, U P 

In developed countries, public opin¬ 
ion plays an important role m controlling 
scandals India still lacks a strong public 
opinion Martin Luther King said, "It is 
not the violent action of the bad people, 
but the appalling silence and the indiffer¬ 
ence of the good people which is more 
dangerous " 

V Bala N Murthy 
East Godavari, A P 

In the present scandal, the judiciary 


has served as a silver lining to the cloud 
It is no small mercy that institutions still 
stand strong m India which can uphold 
democratic values 

Arun Kumar Rai 
Allahabad, U P 

Your editorial proves that education 
is not merely the information we put into 
our heads, where it lies undigested, but 
what part of it we are able to use Accord 
mg to Swami Vivekananda, education 
should help m producing the modem man 
—inculcating morality, ability, nobility— 
and this is what is required m the educa 
tion system 

Ashok Kumai Singh 
Calcutta 

WOMEN IN POLICE 

We should not make a distinction 
between men and women for employ¬ 
ment m any service, including the po¬ 
lice What we require are intelligent 
persons who are trained m the technique 
of handling different classes of people 
A person in the police should be able to 
perform tasks with sensitivity and 
modify actions according to the circum¬ 
stances 

Elcte Hmar 
New Delhi 

The Indian woman is no longer weak 
and submissive Her power is equal to that 
of a man There is no reason why she can¬ 
not govern the community I would say 
that there should be more women in the 
police force 

Kapil Mtsra 
Chandigarh 

INDIAN LITERATURE 

The Nobel prize is not the only yard¬ 
stick of good literature Whether it is 
recognised by a Nobel prize or not, our 
literature reflects the Indian experience 
and there is great variety in that, 
which is greater than any Western rec¬ 
ognition 

Pradeep K Mtshra 
Bhawampatna, West Bengal 


Wsi tboqid rediscover the ethics 
tytt *•<!«** tan 

tfMI teahtta, ftw tote itegt 1 


f and humanity in optt 

hearts* 

Abkshek Srivastava 
Hariei, tSJl 
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The de$ne of the education sys¬ 
tem is due to two factors. Fust, (he 


eouciuan mpmea neufter encourages 
genuine enquiry nor is helpful in get¬ 
ting jobs. The second is the 
onManthdisation of teaching. Any at- 
tempt to improve the system must take 
into account these two factors. Only 
(hen can a drastic change he affected in 
the quality of education in our country 
Dtlltp Gin 
Cuttack, Orisso 


The decline ot Indian literature reflects 
the intellectual bankruptcy we have in aB 
fields The decline of regional languages 
shows that fcnglish has come to dominate 
our thinking even though it is not our lan¬ 
guage 

Indrajit Kumar 
Bhagalpur, Bihar 


CM FEATURES 

While there is a decline all around, 
the Competition Master encourages high 
thinking One really cannot be modern 
without morals Your articles m this direc¬ 
tion are most welcome 

M Sahu 


Behrampur, Orissa 
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established in 1924 

one of the largest TAFE institutes in 
Australia. 

Australian Government institution 
more than 26,000 students 
international students from more than 
different countries 

Location 

• 18km east of centre 
of Melbourne 

• 30 minutes by train 
from centre of 
Melbourne 

• buses to many other 
suburbs 

• pleasant environment 
in which to live and 
study 

• well-serviced by 
shopping centres, 
health services, 
religious centres, 
restaurants, sporting 
arenas and parks 

• multicultural local 
population 


**■ 



Facilities 

• 5 main campuses 

• library on each campus 

• up to date computer 


taboratones 


• high level of support 
for international students 
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I BOX HILL COLL i. Gt 
INTERNATIONAL! 


For Further information contact e£ZZ 

^ RAJ wamamamm 
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SERVICES PVT. LTD. 

COUNSELLORS FOR AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION 
50S, Suneja Tower-1, Dlstt. Centre, 

Janakpuri, New Delhi-110 058 
Tel.: 5590809,5523074, 

5502702,5506449 (Real) 
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T elecommunications is 
perhaps the most 
breathtakmg business 
of the twentieth cen¬ 
tury The ubiquitous tele¬ 
phone is being freed of its 
wires while new products like 
pagers help you keep in touch 
at all times. Computer and 
entertainment networks entail 
faster and better communica¬ 
tion and they will integrate 
their services. At the same 
time, costs are being pushed 
down the world over and 
innovative services are being 
introduced almost as fast as 
people can buy diem. With 
the world becoming a global 


village, where everything is 
linked together, the impor¬ 
tance of communication was 
never so great. 

In fact, the telecom revo¬ 
lution links together technolo¬ 
gies which till now were con¬ 
sidered distinct. Computers 
are already connecting to 
each other through indepen¬ 
dent networks and the 
Internet has not only made 
communication easier but 
redefined the way people 
relate to each other. 
Suddenly, the telephone has 
competition; it has been dis¬ 
placed from being the sole 
provider of instant communi¬ 



phones in India were long 
limited by rickety lines. That 
can now he overcome by 
using optical cables, which 
provide enormous possibili¬ 
ties Apart from transmitting 
telephone signals, they can 
also transmit data and video 
pictures The possibilities are 
endless. 

In more and more coun¬ 
tries, cable television and tele¬ 
phone are being provided 
together. This makes tele¬ 
phone services cheap but get¬ 
ting the fragmented cable 
operators to come together is 
a huge task. In the US, cable 
and telephone companies are 
actually trying up to provide 
services through common 
cables 


J#*2l 


cation. 

At the 
same time, cable 
has liked homes to provide 
entertainment and other ser¬ 
vices. TTie future holds forth 
the vision of a single net¬ 
work providing all the ser¬ 
vices that a home would need. 

The interconnection has 
now become a reality. Tele¬ 
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The 


Telecom is offering dig 
switched network whic 
allows homes to order films, 
pause or rewind, through the 
click of a mouse. Banking may 
be tiie next service to go on 
cable. Telephone companies 
are, thus putting more and 
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more services on networks. 
How much integration takes 
place depends on service 
providers. In France, Minitel 
offers 26,000 services, includ¬ 
ing directory enquiries and 
rail tune-tables. 

Technological 
changes 

T he technological 

change sweeping tele¬ 
com has been phe¬ 
nomenal. The most 
important advancement has 
been that of fibre optics, 
which has resulted in expo¬ 
nential increase in capacities. 
These wonder fibres, thinner 
than a human hair, can car¬ 
ry 30,000 simultaneous tele¬ 
phone conversations. To lay 
the cable may cost the same as 
copper but is easier to main¬ 
tain and represents a quan¬ 
tum jump in terms of traffic. 

The second is the trans¬ 
formation of telephone 
exchanges, called switches. 
The operator who would help 
you connect, is a thing of the 
past. Today, exchanges resem¬ 
ble computers, handling the 
calls on their own. Their 
capacities have also increased 
| exponentially. 

These changes have 
opened immense opportuni¬ 
ties. New cables have been 
laid across the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans and between 
cities. Another project the 
Fibre-optic Link Around the 
Globe (FLAG) is also under 
progress. The growth in 
capacity means that busy tele¬ 
phone lines may be a thing of 
the past and there may be no 
waiting list for new connec¬ 
tions. 

Another effect of the 
technological progress will 
be oncosts. Running the net¬ 


work will be cheaper and is 
likely to have an effect on 
prices of calls. Like the com¬ 
puter industry, which has 
offered more and more pow¬ 
erful machines at lesser cost, 
the growth in the telecom 
industry will result in benefits 
to the customer. In the US, the 
cost of long distance calls 
have halved and in Sweden 
the cost of a call made long 
distance (1400 km) is the 
same as a call made to a place 
80 km away. It may soon- 
seem strange, but it may 
become possi¬ 
ble to 
talk 


reduce prices for calls but 
might add other services 
to the telephone line. Though 
a subscriber may pay little for 
the telephone, if he buys a val¬ 
ue added service, he would 
pay extra. 

The value addition could 
result from several services, 
such as providing cable televi¬ 
sion through telephone net¬ 
works or vice versa. Since it 
is possible to send television 
signals through optical 
cables, doing both things 
together will be cheaper. 

Another fech- 
nologi- 



any- 
where in 
the world for 
the cost of a local call. 

The pressure on costs 
will also be through the 
Internet. Communicating 
through the Internet, costs 
virtually nothing, so tele 
phone companies will be 
forced to reduce their prices 
if they are not to lose out to 
Internet. In fact, a software is 
already available which 
enables telephone calls to be 
made over the Internet. The 
earlier software required both 
parties to speak in turns, but 
this has changed and the 
new software allows ordi¬ 
nary telephone c onversations. 

If price differentials are 
great, people will use the 
phone less and choose the 
Internet instead. Telephone 
companies will thus have to 


change 
- may even make 
the cables redundant, at least 
for local distribution. This 
change is wireless transmis¬ 
sion. An antenna fixed at 
home may be tuned to a base 
station and receive signals 
intended for the particular 
home. Such system of wire¬ 
less access are being devel¬ 
oped by various companies. 
Should that happen, cable 
operators may be under 
threat. But how technology 
actually shapes the market 
remains to be seen. 

The Indian 
Revolution 




he revolution is also 
beginning in India. 
For years Indians had 
to struggle with the 


inefficient service of the tele¬ 
phone department. However, 
now a host of private sector 
companies are poised to enter 
the market of foe Plain Old 
Telephone Services (POTS) 
market. The first sign of 
change came in Rajiv 
Gandhi's time, when foe 
technology mission was set 
up under Sam Pitroda. 
Telephones spread in the 
country, even as critics par¬ 
roted foe line about how foe 
poor could use telephones. 
Today, foe results of those 
efforts are visible. With tele¬ 
phone booths at every cor¬ 
ner, employment for thou¬ 
sands of people has been gen¬ 
erated. 

The Centre for Develop¬ 
ment of Telematics was also 
set up (C-DoT) during Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's time. 
Some of foe best talent was 
recruited and foe C-DoT rose 
to the challenge of develop¬ 
ing an Indian electronic 
exchange with success, 
though there were some over¬ 
runs. However, Pitroda left 
foe countiy a disappointed 
man after the then minister, 
Mr K.P. Unnikrishnan, got 
into a fight with him. C-Dot 
today is a decaying organisa¬ 
tion, with the best talent 
having left to join multina¬ 
tional companies. The credit 
for disrupting India's fledg¬ 
ling telecom programme must 
go to Unnikrishnan. It was 
after Pitroda left that foe 
government was forced to 
look at alternatives for tele¬ 
com modernisation. 

Today, it is foe multina¬ 
tionals that rule foe roost. 
With foe privatisation of 
basic and value added tele¬ 
phone services, foe scenario is 
poised for a change that could 
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not have been imagined a few 
years back. 

Telecommunications are 
just not limited to the tele¬ 
phone. The computer, enter¬ 
tainment and communica¬ 
tions markets are converging, 
and all kinds of companies are 
getting interested. There are 
no rules or experience to go by 
and the future remains wide 
open. Cable television has 
connected homes and offers 
an opportunity for communi¬ 
cations. Indeed, multimedia 
(phones and cable television) 
may be using the same net¬ 
works, providing a host of 
services. Telephone compa¬ 
nies will thus have to work 
together with entertainment 
companies. And if interna¬ 
tional trends are taken into 
consideration, costs will sub¬ 
stantially come down in the 
future. 

The opportunity is fan¬ 
tastic. Penetration level of 
telephones in India in 1994 
was just 9.1 phones per 1,000 
people. The demand supply 
gap is expected to be 54 mil¬ 
lion lines by 1999. But, if the 
coverage is to increase to the 
level of even China’s, at 1.53 
per cent, the demand would 
be higher. The average tele¬ 
phone density in Asia is 5 per 
cent and should India reach 
that level, the revenues too 
would jump five-fold to 
around Rs 39,000 crore per 
annum. 

With such a huge mar¬ 
ket, most of the big industrial 
houses are interested in tele¬ 
com. The Birla group, 
Reliance, Tata, Goenkas as 
well as corporates like 
Videocon, BPL, Escorts, Max 
have registered a presence 
in the telecom sweepstakes. 
Multinationals from all over 


the world, such as Bell of 
USA, Telstra of Australia, 
Singapore Telecom, New 
Zealand Telecom, Phillip- 
pines Long Distance Com¬ 
pany, are keen to enter what 
may be the biggest telephony 
market of the world. Since the 
Department of Telecomm¬ 
unications (DoT) limits equity 
holdings to 49 per cent, the 
multinationals have tied up 
with local Indian partners. 

It is expected that DoT's 
poor services will force sub¬ 
scribers to switch to private 
service providers. In the pre¬ 
sent system, the waiting lists 
for telephones have been a 
part of life. People who are 
unable to get phones would 
take up ser¬ 
vices provid¬ 
ed by private « 
operators. The 
DoT would 
have to gear up 
to face the 
challenge of 
privatisation. 

India 
would also 
see new tech¬ 
nology faster. 
Companies 
would have to pro¬ 
vide multimedia services 
in the future and to do this, 
would have to lay optical 
cables. A single cable would 
carry all the signals which 
would be diverted to the 
respective instruments in a 
subscribers home. 


Marketing Wars 

S ince the market opened 
up, some high power 
advertising has been 
released by the play¬ 
ers. There are three areas 
where the companies are 


fighting for attention: ser¬ 
vices, consisting of basic ser¬ 
vices, cellular services and 
paging; consumer products, 
consisting of cellular phones, 
pagers, telephone instru¬ 
ments; and heavy equipment, 
consisting of exchanges and 
network devices. 

The advertising budgets 
of Bte telecom companies are 
huge. The 15 paging service 
providers, 8 cellular service 
providers, 3 pager makers and 
4 mobile phone producers 
found that educating the cus¬ 
tomer was a first step. A study 
by BPL mobile found that 
47% of the respondents did 
not know the difference 
between a cordless and a cel¬ 
lular phone. Similarly, people 
were unaware of what paging 
, actually 

was. 


E s s a r 
took out a 
campaign to 
answer com¬ 



mon ques¬ 
tions that a 


w 

■r person may 
^ have. Airtel spent 
Rs 7 crore focussing on 
the utility of the cellular 
phone. Some innovative 
strategies have been thought 
of, like selling the service 
through cable operators and 
direct marketing. 

The telephone instru¬ 
ment market is also witness¬ 
ing some high pressure tac¬ 
tics by multinationals like 
Nokia and Motorola. The 
paging market is estimated to 
be around 1 million and here 
too companies are wooing 
customers with big cam¬ 
paigns. 


However, the offtake 
has been slow. Cellular 
phones have been slow to 
grow and Motorola found it 
could get only half of the 
expected 1 lakh subscribers 
from tfte country. Airtel 
could get only 18,000 sub¬ 
scribers. Essar Cellphone 
gained 10,000 subscribers but 
considering the Rs 10 crore 
adspend, that was a small fig¬ 
ure. The biggest shortfall is in 
Madras, which has 4,000 sub¬ 
scribers against the expected 
35,000. 

The companies clearly 
did not anticipate resistance to 
high prices. A handset costs 
minimum Rs 15,000 and the 
call charges may be as high 
as Rs 16.80 per minute. But, 
with projections gone awry, 
the market could see some 
fresh activity and reduction 
of charges. 

India's Software 
Capital 

T hough concepts like 
cellphones are taking 
time to catch up in 
India, never was the 
need for better communica¬ 
tions greater than now. 
Hesitantly, India is also enter¬ 
ing sunrise industries like 
computer software. India's 
software industry now has a 
turnover of $1.2 billion and is 
growing at 40% every year. 
About half of it accounts for 
exports to countries includ¬ 
ing USA. Software engineers 
need not fly to those countries 
for their work. Clients in 
USA simply e-mail their 
requirements to Bangalore 
and while they sleep, Indian 
engineers find foe solutions. 
This is sent by e-mail back by 
foe time offices open in USA. 
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Many multinationals 
have set up their facilities in 
Bangalore Among them are 
Motorola, IBM, Texas 
Instruments, Siemens and Sun 
Microsystems These compa¬ 
nies account for 70 per cent of 
the investment m software 
development in Bangalore 

Gearly, such an industry 
depends on high level com¬ 
munications If India has to 
develop this high-growth 
industry, infrastructure must 
be upgraded At present com¬ 
panies have their own dedi 
cated satellite links but if the 
telephone lines are upgraded, 
it will enable many small 
players to set up business The 
telecom revolution will thus 
become an engine of growth 
for knowledge based indus 
tries and will help move our 
exports from low-skill to high 
ly skilled value added work 
Other countries m East Asia 
have already made the change 
and moved into high-skill 
work 

The level of infra¬ 
structure and cost of com 
munication is likely to be 
the single most important 
economic force shaping 
society in the first half of 
the next century The 
telecom revolution in India 
is already delaved but 
hopefully should catch up 

Privatisation 

Problems 


T he future may well be 
here But it has not 
been without its share 
of controversy The 
process of privatisation was 
stalled with die bungling of 
Communications Minister 
Sukh Ram who was alleged 
to have favoured a company, 


the Hunachal Futuristic 
Communications Ltd (HFCL) 
The Opposition stalled the 
winter session of Parliament 
asking for Sukh Ram's resig 
nation Though the Supreme 
Court later came to the gov¬ 
ernment's rescue, questions 
remained 

The Opposition charged 
that undue favours had been 
given to HFCL It claimed 
that by capping the number of 
circles allotted to a single 
company, HFCI gained 
Earlier, the company would 
have to invest Rs 85,000 crore 
in license fee over the next 15 
years After the cap, the fig 
tire went down to Rs 27 000 
crore The Supreme Court 
judgement helped the contro¬ 
versy to die down But the 
setting up of the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) has been stalled 
and till that happens the 
ground rules will stay 
unclear Even so, some basic 
issues of privatising have not 
been dealt with by the govern 
ment 

For instance the gov 
emment has tried to max¬ 
imise the license fees charged 
from operators, without tak 
inginto account the require¬ 
ments of the customer The 
monopoly of long distance 
calls will still be with Videsh 
Sanchar Nigam Ltd and this 
will stand m the way of com¬ 
petitive pricing oi reducing 
pnees of calls to customers 
The government seems to 
have gone against interna¬ 
tional experience that sug¬ 
gests that increased competi¬ 
tion has only resulted in better 
and cheaper services 

An OFCD study has 
concluded that liberalisation 
not only reduced pnees but 
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have to passthrough an exchange, which ft electronic. The 
answer is the optical exchange, which has a semiconductor. 
When a pulse ofljjht is flashed on k, the energy make* dm 
electrons break free Research Is continuing on how to make 
OpttciU exenanges mor® hbcwi. 

HuMnmttit MoWmecBa combines entertainment and 
communications Pr ivate phone companies wilt transmit signals 
to homes using Hybrid Fibre Coax {HPC) technology, which 
permits cable TV and ocher multimedia signals Wee radio and 
teletext MFC uses fibre optic cabling, which permiti greater 
volumes of traffic The video stgnal will be channefied tti tele¬ 
vision while communication signal to the telephone. The same 
cable couki be used to get access to the intemet Phone com¬ 
panies who have licenses for bask telephony are ptamtug » 
build MFC networks and wM soon be bringing the In fotainment 
highway mto homes. 

P age r *! A pager is one-way communication device, the 
caHer leaves a message with the service provider on telep h o ne 
The company transmits them—ge through a radio s%mi to die 
pager or uwpersonwncre 11 » oisptaytKi' in®person owning inc 
pager pays the company a fixed subscription for the service 

CeBphonist The cettuiarplwneh a nxdsfie phone which 
can be carried by a person wherever he goes. Though dm 
service Is provided by private companies, it is connected to the 
telephone grid so that calls can be made and received from 
existing telephones. The city is divided into cells where the eft 
n transferred among beat stations depending on where the per¬ 
son oat that moment Charges are made according to the afr- 
tim* utsd Habdc phones display the nuiriberaf ihc phone from 
where the afi b coming, so that thft person may or may not 
answer it However, the mohiie phones have had only a luke¬ 
warm response and have not picked up according to expecta¬ 
tions. 

Y-#ete Transmission of data over long distances is done 
through satefites. Data is fcowoMcfttaeltim using vary 
small aperture terminals (V-Stts), Thpqgh th— are expen¬ 
ds, companies doing business ewer large areas without 
depending op t alepho ne tofts must — there, A huh is* 
B M a g toi dhfttMflne dot receives end transmits — to 
V-Saas. It tattrok the ratT .i wv ei and twit ches tWnah to Mtd 
faundft VfSet 

w mop 
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expanded the market and 
improved customer service. 
In India, the government 
owned telephone system is 
marked by inefficiencies and 
corruption and trying to pro¬ 
tect VSNL may result in 
shortchanging the customer. 
By having a system of 
licensees, tire government will 
be forced to restrict the entry 
of new entrants to protect 
those who have paid high 
license fees. This goes against 
the experience gained by 
countries across the world. 

Though the government 
has reduced its shareholding 
in MTNL and VSNL, the pub¬ 
lic sector still dominates the 
telecom scene. The Athreya 
committee recommended that 
DoT should be turned into a 
corporation, but it is still a 
government department. 
Though there was initial 
progress on privatisation, the 
government still has to 
restructure DoT and the 
process received a setback due 
to the allegations of corrup¬ 
tion. 

The market, of course, 
finds its own solutions. In the 
US, there are 7,00,000 private 
networks. The spread of 
computers encourage net¬ 
working and even in India 
large companies have started 
having their own networks. 
Asian Paints has a Wide Area 
Network (WAN) that con¬ 
nects its Bombay headquar¬ 
ters to its 50 warehouses. 
Distribution and inventory 
management becomes easier, 
while messages can be sent 
back and forth. Many other 
companies, in particular air¬ 
lines, couriers and banks will 
have their own WANs. When 
the WANs are in direct com¬ 
petition with telephones, it is 


cost that will make the vital 
difference and will decide 
which one will be used more 
frequently. 

Impact on Business 

I nformation is the central 
requirement of modern 
businesses. Improved 
communications will 
have an impact on society 
and business. Information 
about goods and services will 
be available from all over the 
country at a much greater 
speed. 

The Bombay Stock 
Exchange recently began 
to send rates of shares 
to subscribers' pagers. It 
is only a matter of time 
before brokers, foreign 
currency dealers and 
stock exchanges can 
transmit information 
quickly and cheaply. The 
impact on business can 
well be imagined, 

The government too is 


waking up to this need. Hie 
DoT is planning to refurbish 
its data network, the I-Net. 
There are plans to connect 89 
towns and cities initially, 
going up to 300 in the next 
three years. An investment of 
Rs 140 crore has been 
planned. If implemented, 
the I-Net will connect all 
paging operators, e-mail 
networks and international 
gateways. Theoretically, it 
will become possible to send 
data to any part of the coun¬ 
try through a local call, but the 
I-Net is already considered 
obsolete and is plagued by 
bureaucratic delays. 

However, if such a system 
does succeed, it would inte¬ 
grate computers, pagers, cel¬ 
lular phones and the ordinary 
telephone. 

Together with WANs, 
corporate India will easily 
be tracking inventory and 
materials while also con¬ 
trolling billing and pay¬ 
ments. Philips plans to 


A SCENARIO FOR THE FUTURE 

Private telephone exchanges wiH be connected to 
cables providing television signals which go into people’s 
homes. The cables consist of opdcat 'fibres which allow 
transmission of large amounts of data.Alternately, the pri¬ 
vate telephone exchange In a cNy vdft t transmit signals by 
wireless which are received by antennas in homes. Cabling 
thus becomes redundant The stymls at* directed to 
phones, television or computers in the hemp. 

The private exchange, in turn, wffi fee, connected to 
the DoT exchange so that each subscriber ls eonnected tp , 
the national network. The scaenario ipakes telephone 
companies providers of entertabiment but h-ees DoT from 
providing local services, which wiH be dcsMiby theprivate 
exchange. 

Whether the scenario it a possfcility or not remains to 
be seen, but there is no doubt that the world Is moving 
closer to this reality. Better conwnunictttons lead to 
more business opportunities. To restrict the jrowth of 
telecom wotdd thus be self-defeating, 


connect its sales depots 
and outlets all over the 
country. Banks have 
already got their WANs 
where funds can be trans¬ 
ferred or tracked in a mat¬ 
ter of. minutes. Indian 
business is slowly becom¬ 
ing international and the 
future belongs to the wired 
corporation. 

Telecom in the 
future 


A striking change tak¬ 
ing place in telecom 
is the change to 
wireless systems. 
At present wired and wire¬ 
less telephones coexist all 
over the world. Will mobile 
telephones replace the wired 
instrument? Since mobile 
phones are convenient, there 
may be a shift towards them, 
as is happening in 
Scandinavia. All over the 
world, competition has led to 
development of variations of 
the mobile phone. 

Cellular phones will be 
used by businesses but a 
new service, the Personal 
Communications Service 
(PCS) will be more widely 
used because it can reduce 
costs. Japan has the Personal 
Handiphone System (PHS) 
which uses small, low pow¬ 
ered base stations sited close 
together in large cities. The 
airtime charges are just oner 
fifth of the cellular systems 
and local calls cost less than 
calls from pay-telephones. 
Still cheaper would be die 
pager. 

There are two determi¬ 
nants that will shape the 
future of telephony: technol¬ 
ogy and competition. While 
technology will bring out 
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products, competition will 
determine how cheaply it can 
be offered. There is thus need 
for an open policy in tele¬ 
communications The PHS 
has its limitations, but it has 
enormous advantages and is 
expected to become extreme¬ 
ly popular in Asia 

There may be new gad¬ 
gets too as the market 
expands A Ford car, for 
instance, contains some 50 
tiny computers Linked to a 
mobile phone, they can be 
used to tune die car or do 
spot maintenance Thus the 
car gets serviced by using a 
mobile telephone Other 
devices are tong developed 
to direct the driver to less con¬ 
gested routes or even to track 
stolen cars 

Whether wireless re¬ 
places wired telephones 
remains to beseea but there 
can be no predictions The 
future may see cable opera¬ 
tors wiped out and tele¬ 
phone service providers also 
providing entertainment. 
Another scenario is that 
telephone companies use the 
infrastructure created by 
cables A thud possible sce¬ 
nario could be replacing of 
wired telephony by wireless 
It is difficult to predict, but 
changes are taking all over 


the world that point to these 


Effect on costs 

H owever, it is cer¬ 
tain that there will 
be a pressure on 
costs If tele¬ 
phones remain expensive, 
people will switch to com¬ 
puter networks and make 
telephone calls from there 
Ultimately, technology will 
permit cheaper options and 
telephone companies will 
have to pay heed 

Countries are opening 
up and the European Union 
countries are committed to 
open telecom markets by 
1998 Other countries are 
also doing similar dungs 
The day is not far when an 
international call will not 
cost more than a local call 
Some countries may mdeed 
have such a system before the 
end of this century 

This opens a whole set 
of new possibilities 
Bangalore's software industry 
could get a boost for example, 
if transmission is made easi¬ 
er and cheaper Geographical 
limits to businesses would 
vanish and anyone will be 
able to buy services from 
countries which offer them 
cheap Some of the paging ser¬ 


vices m Hong Kong, for 
instance, are manned irr*> 
China, where labour Is 
cheap Poor countries like 
India, which have a large 
educated force, will be able to 
sell diverse services abroad 
Designing a product writing 
and editing, software and 
advertising are some areas 
which will immediately 
become exportable 

India, thus, has a huge 
incentive to liberalise the 
telecom sector and make ser¬ 
vices as cheap as possible So 
far die country has suffered 
under State-owned telecom, 
there is no reason why it 
should continue to do so 
Perhaps our country can 
learn from trends in Malaysia 
and South Korea, where tele¬ 
com networks have been 
upgraded 

What effect will this 
have, apart from increase in 
exports? A hidden advantage 
will be that companies and 
individuals will be free to 
operate from anywhere they 
wish Them will be easing of 
pressure on aty centres and 
congested areas Business 
travel will decline 

The possibilities m differ¬ 
ent areas are tremendous 
Health care will benefit m 
many ways. Fighting crime 
will also be easier global 


positioning devices can be 
used to track down vehicles. 
The old and the infirm will 
find cheap communication 
very helpful 

Like the Internet, the 
telecom revolution makes 
distance irrelevant for people 
who have an idea or service to 
sell There may be some 
increase m related crime, as 
Internet provides pornogra¬ 
phy and ideas for sedebon 
Copyright enforcers will have 
a headache trying to control 
theft of ideas, music or soft¬ 
ware Controlling die flow of 
information through an opti¬ 
cal fibre is going to be impos¬ 
sible for police 

These are die questions 
which society must face 
Regulating communications 
or erosion of sovereign gov¬ 
ernments will be tasks that 
each nation will face But, try¬ 
ing to curtail the revolution is 
going to be no solution India 
discovered that trying to stop 
the advent of cable television 
with outdated telecom laws 
was a mug's game Similarly, 
controlling the spread of tele¬ 
com will not be an answer to 
a revolution that cannot be 
stopped Like the Internet, 
cheap communications may 
usher m the ultimate democ¬ 
racy and die emergence of the 
world citizen. 
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ESSAY 

On Telling the Truth 


"Everything can be sacrificed for 

truth, but truth cannot be sacrificed for 

) 

anything". 

—Swami Vivekananda 

r JNOCENCE and truth are the natural 
nuances of childhood but as life takes 
on the apparel of adolescence, youth, man¬ 
hood and even old age, speaking or tell¬ 
ing the truth becomes a severe test of one's 
character. Having learnt the tricks of trade 
and forgotten the distinct and decisive de¬ 
cency of childhood, we always find our¬ 
selves caught and cornered between right 
and wrong, virtue and vice, truth and un¬ 
truth. Though bitter in taste, truth stands 
the test of time and takes on all trials and 
tribulations. When tncks fail to take off, it 
is the truth that shows the right path to 
the sinking ship of life. It needs no reit¬ 
eration to emphasise that falsehood needs 
a number of crutches to stand, whereas 
truth is always steadfast like the rock. 

Civilisations have prospered and sur¬ 
vived on their intrinsic strength of truth, 
but staggered and sunk only when they 
tried to sacrifice truth at the altar of false¬ 
hood and the fleeting phantoms of pelf 
and power. To the conscientious one, 
truth is supreme and scintillating and 
requires no cosmetic cover to become 
palatable and pleasant. 

By telling the truth we may lose a 
few flatterers. However, in the long run, 
we may win more friends. For Keats Uruth 
is beaut/ in all its colours and contours. 
From sages and saints to rulers and men 
of practical wisdom truth was the essence 
and elegance *<if life. Persons like Gandhi, 
though always in a minority, never give 
up the path of triith, however tortuous 
and trying it may be. For him, truth was 


both a precept and a practice, a tenet and 
the tenacity of his personality. In all his 
encounters with the evil forces of fear, ex¬ 
ploitation, suppression and slavery, he 
stuck to his guns and never allowed any¬ 
one to dilute the vigour and vitality of 
'telling the truth'. Though at times his way 
of 'telling the truth' at critical and cru¬ 
cial moments of history, was like show¬ 
ing a red rag to the bull, he never 
hesitated to call a spade a spade. For 
him, truth never needed any prior prepa¬ 
ration. His experiments with truth are a 
reflection of faith and firmness on his 
sterling character. He always insisted 
on telling the truth, even on sensi¬ 
tive State subjects, little caring for 
how his conviction in speaking the 
truth caused many a ripple on the 
political front. 

Men of exceptional eminence had to 
face the gallows or even worse punish¬ 
ments in the past for their insistence to 
tell the truth to the whole world, that 
had been groping in the dark and sling¬ 
ing to untruth and half-truths spread 
by the vested interests. If today we re¬ 
member and revere them as symbols of 
human dignity and conscience keepers 
of mankind, we do so not for any sen¬ 
timental or superficial reason, but for 
their singular contribution to the do¬ 
main of speaking (telling) the truth, 
when such a course of action was 
fraught with perils and persecution. 
Truth is a godly gift, which mortals may 
be afraid to tell or speak, for fear of of¬ 
fending their fellow men. But 'telling 
the truth' is such a phenomenon that 
blesses both the speaker as well as the 
listener. 


In everyday life, personal success or 
failure depends so much on factors other 
than truth and frankness that the simple 
and straightforward persons have come 
to be devalued and denigrated. On tell¬ 
ing the truth to his lawyer, an accused 
can hope to see some light at the end 
of the tunnel. But, if the same accused 
speaks the truth in the Court of law, 
he would surely land himself in thick 
soup. 

If a politician tries to be fair and 
truthful by telling the truth of his fail- 
1 mgs to the voters, he invites their wrath 
and ridicule. But, if the same political 
wheel-dealer hoodwinks his voters by 
concocting a few stories and using 
highly conspicuous gimmicks and ges¬ 
ticulations he gains their trust and thus 
soars high m popularity and personal 
ranking. So 'telling the truth' in such 
tricky situations and a host of similar 
others, may not bring immediate re¬ 
wards and may prove counter-produc¬ 
tive in the short run. Mortals as we are, 
there is always a lurking fear m us to 
tell or hear the truth that concerns or 
clashes with our interests. Unmindful of 
the consequences, one should never 
show any regret or remorse on telling 
the truth. The quest for truth by religion 
and science and its delineation and de¬ 
scription in all art forms, has been the 
source and sustenance of human life. 
Truth, and its forceful and frank espousal 
is the only way to keep the wheels of 
life, moving in all ages. Again to quote 
George Santayona: 'Truth is a jewel 
which should not be painted over; but it 
may be set to advantage and shown in a 
good light' 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Is Peace Possible in Middle 
East and Ireland? 

Peace cm be said to be a desirable hu- killings. attitudes ted to civil unrest. British pres- 

man objective. But there are enough disrup- Suddenly, the peace process in both ence is not tolerated and is seen as colo- 
tive fortes all over the world that undermine countries came under a threat as bombs nkl. While one side views Ulster unionists 

efforts to bring about peace in troubled areas, exploded, bringing back memories of their as British stooges, the unionists see the 

The attack of a terrorist is unpredictable; it gory past. For different reasons, it seemed Catholics as subversive. The mutual dis- 

arouses feelings of revenge , which, if they are that the past was catching up on two trust has hardened over the years and has 

strng, will bred the slender threads an which troubled regions of the world. dogged peace efforts. 

peace efforts hang. The truce did not lead to a political 

Never was it more evident than now. Why Ireland Exploded solution as the British demanded that IRA 

February saw bombs exploding in Israel and terrorists should be disarmed before Krai 

England, threatening to derail the peace pro- "pEACE had come to Ireland after years Fein could join the all-party negotiations. 

cess in the two conflict-prone anas. Suddenly, * of terrorist violence by the IRA. When When no political solution was found, the 

peace m the Middle East stood shaken as a a cease-fire was announced, it was hoped IRA blamed British Prime Minister John 

crackdown began against the terrorists. In that a political settlement would be Major of bad faith and with foe bombing, 

England, there were fears that there would be reached through a process of dialogue, declared its intentions of returning to vio- 

return to the days of violence and killings However, as the talks kept getting delayed lenee. 

once again and Britain insisted on IRA disarming, the The mounting pressure resulted in 

This feature examines the threat to the patience of the IRA was giving way. There talks between John Major and the Irish 

peace process in these two traditional con - was a deadlock as the IRA insisted cm talks Prime Minister John Bruton on February 

fbct areas Will they eoer see peace and nor- without pre-conditions. 28,1996. The two leaders agreed that the 

malcy, given such violent setbacks ? Sinn Fein had been saying for some political process would begin and legisla- 

time thaf the peace process was under tion would be effected to have elections in 

I SRAEL and Ireland bring forth images threat. Supporters had grown increasingly May 19%. Since Sinn Fein's main demand 

of some of the worst terrorist violence angry at the lack of political progress to was holding of talks without any pre-con- 

the world has ever seen. Both have seen the decades old dispute. After 17 months, ditions, it seems that the peace process has 

terrible bombings and civilian strife, kill- Ulster was not closer to a settlement. On not been derailed. The IRA bomb may thus 

ing and maiming thousands of people. February 9,19%, a powerful bomb ripped have succeeded in fixing a firm date for 

After years of terrorist violence and dis- through London's Docklands, giving the talks and elections but it has also turned 

ruption of normal life, a hope of peace was signal that IRA's patience had run out and people against file violence. Any further 

at last seen in both countries. Both seemed it was ending the cease-fire. violence will only erode the credibility of 

moving closer to peace but ironically both The conflict in Ireland has been one Sinn Fein, 

were threatened almost together, in Febro- of the longest in Western Europe. When 

ary this year. the province of Northern Ireland was to ^ p eace 

In Ireland, a cease fire was agreed on made in 1920, it resulted in a majority for 
August 31, 1994 by die Irish Republican the Protestant unionists. Irish nationalists, r PHOUGH the two countries are far 

Army's (IRA) political front, Sinn Fein. A who constitute 40% of Northern Ireland's X apart, Ireland and Israel shared simi- 

repreive from almost 25 years ofbloodshed population, are mainly Catholic and lar threats to peace, for different reasons, 

seemed in right and it was h o ped that a found themselves in a minority This ted Bombs exploded in Israel, threatening to 

political solution would the pfp» to almost 50 years of discrimination un- undo die peace process so painstakingly 
process. In the Middle East, the Israel-Pal- der the unionists. achieved. First, in the last week of Febru- 

esdnian peace accord of 1993 But for their part, die unionists do ary, two explosions claimed 26 lives, A 

brought forth the same hopes in a region not wish to join a united Ireland, in which week later, on March 3,1996, another bomb 

that has seen the severe an d they would be a minority. The conflicting exploded on a bus in Jerusalem, killing 
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another 20 people. A day later, another 
bomb exploded in a shopping mall in Tel 
Ariv, lolling another 14. The four suicide 
bombers in 10 days cast a pall of fear and 
anger in Israel. 

The bombs were the handiwork of 
Hamas, the Palestinain Islamist group. It 
had vowed to avenge the killing of their 
master bomb-maker, but the violence un¬ 
leashed by it was also aimed to destroy 
the Israel-Palestinian peace accord. It was 
the worst spell of violence seen since the 
peace accord in 1993 and it threatened to 
destroy the political lives of Shimon Peres 
of Israel and Yasser Arafat of FLO. 

The bombs revealed the deadly ca¬ 
pability of the terrorist organisation, 
Hamas. But they also revealed that the 
organisation was desperately trying to 
remain relevant in the face of Middle 
East peace. The goal of Hamas has been 
the destruction of Israel and the estab¬ 
lishment of the Islamic State of Pales¬ 
tine. But Arafat has settled for limited 
self-rule in the West Bank and the Gaza 
strip and co-existence of a Palestinian 
State along with Israel. 

Suddenly, groups like Hamas find 
themselves becoming irrelevant. The 
people are tired of violence and want 
peace; the State of Israel is a reality and 
cannot be wished away. If the peace mak¬ 
ers succeed, groups like Hamas would 
have no role to play and would have to 
fade away. The bombings in Israel were 
a desperate attempt to remain in busi¬ 
ness and to sabotage the peace process, 
especially since the Israeli elections were 
approaching in May. Popular support for 
Hamas has been falling since the Pales¬ 
tinian elections held in January in which 
Arafat won by a landslide. 

The violence eroded support for 
Shimon Peres. If his party loses elections 
it could mean an end to the peace pro¬ 
cess. The opposition party, Likud, is 
cashing on the sentiment that peace 
is costing Israel heavily. People in the 
country feel that Israel is giving up 
the land but is not allowed to live in 
peace. 

As expected, the war of attrition 


started with Israel cracking down on the 
families and supporters of terrorists. Arafat 
too has been fenced to take hard decisions 
including declaring a ban on Hamas and 
other terrorist organisations. The election of 
Peres and continuation of the peace process 
depends on die ability of both states tocon- 
trol the violent*. But if they crack down too 
heavily, it would antagonise the Palestinians 
while if they don’t, the popular anger in Israel 
will escalate. 

Peace Summit 

TN a dramatic show of solidarity, world 
-Leaders met for a summit on March 13, 
1996 in Egypt. Though critics dismissed it 
as a public relations exercise, the summit 
brought together 29 countries and institu¬ 
tions in a bold effort to save the West Asian 
peace process. 

Russian President BorisYshsin, cospon¬ 
sor of the summit, called for coordinated 
efforts to fight terrorism and for an end to 
giving shelter to terrorists. President Clinton 
said that the world had opened its heart to 
krael and praised Arafat for his response in 
cracking down on terrorists. Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak warned outraged Is¬ 
raelis about falling into the trapofftmaticism 
and extremism. 

The range of leaders, from countries 
in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Western 
hemisphere, reflected the acceptance Is¬ 
rael won in the last three years by work¬ 
ing out peace accords with the 
Palestinians. It became evident that only 
a determined minority remained on both 
sides which would remain opposed to 
peace. The return to normalcy would 
now depend on how the violent minor¬ 
ity is tackled. 

Politically, the survival of Shimon 
Peres is at stake. President Clinton, too, 
is facing elections at home. This perhaps 
is a blessing in disguise since the US 
President will not want that his image 
as peacemaker should be sullied by 
.events in West Asia or Northern Ireland. 
The US commitment of the West is, there¬ 
fore, certain and can be counted upon. 


Lessons for peace makers 

TT was perhaps a coincidence that both 
llreland and Israel came into the news at 
approximately the same time. Though 
there are differences between the two ar¬ 
eas, there are lessons for peacemakers. A 
great responsibility rests on their shoul¬ 
ders, especially because of the fact that 
terrorism cannot be controlled. There will 
always be fanatics who have an interest in 
keeping conflicts alive since their survival 
depends on it 

In Ireland the cease-fire, cobbled to¬ 
gether in 1994, did not result in political 
settlement The London bombing helped 
achieving talks and in setting a firm date 
for all-party talks. Now the IRA has no 
excuse for further violence. If it does so, it 
will only alienate itself. It is clear that 
peacemakers must move fast and initiate 
the political process. Otherwise, it gives 
an excuse to terrorists that their patience 
is running out. 

One important development has been 
world support for peace. Many countries 
came together for a summit to express 
solidarity with Israel; in Ireland, Sinn 
Fein's Gerry Adams was isolated. The Irish 
and British governments banned all high 
level contacts with him. The US distanced 
itself from him while the blast alienated 
supporters of Sinn Fein. 

Developments in the two countries 
also showed that peace efforts could not 
be derailed by violence. While Israel is 
still on shaky grounds and further vio¬ 
lence will undermine the position of 
Peres and Arafat, peace was on firmer 
footing in Ireland. In the Middle East, 
peace hangs on a slender thread, but the 
number of people who want peace is 
definitely increasing. 

Ultimately, it will be a tug of war 
between the forces of peace and disrup¬ 
tion. Though those who disrupt are in a 
minority, they have great power to make 
their presence felt. In the end the forces of 
peace are bound to conquer. How long 
can a peace-loving majority continue to 
be held hostage by a gun-toting minority 
which can never be pleased anyway? 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Do Economic Indicators Reflect 
True National Picture? 


Pre-election estimates of economic indica¬ 
tors have showed some remarkable achievements. 
Poverty is stated to tv reducing, inflation has 
been curbed to acceptable levels, the country has 
adequate foreign exchange resaves. Yet, amidst 
the euphoria, there are doubts whether these fig¬ 
ures reflect the true picture■ Not only were the 
figures faulted on their reliability but the meth¬ 
odology of arriving at the estimates was also 
edited into question. 

Some figures, like the poverty estimates, 
may have been hastily calculated, while oth¬ 
ers, like the inflation rate, have been artifi¬ 
cially controlled. Moreover, if everything was 
well with the economy, why was the stock 
market and the rupee taking a beating? 

This feature describes the basis of arriv¬ 
ing at the economic estimates while question¬ 
ing whether the figures put out by the 
government reflect the true picture of the 
national economy, 

B Y official estimates, the Indian economy 
is doing well. Figures released by the 
Planning Commission and the recently re¬ 
leased Economic Survey try to convince 
that the economic reforms programme 
started by the government has been a suc¬ 
cess. Annual employment has increased, 
poverty is down to 19 per cent, and infla¬ 
tion is under control and has touched a 
low of 5 per cent. 

The figures point to all-round good 
economic health. Yet, doubts persist about 
their authenticity. The government has not 
been able to reduce its non-plan expendi¬ 
ture and both domestic and foreign debt 
has ballooned. The rupee has taken a 
tumble. So is the picture as rosy as it is 
made out to be? 

The figures may have something to 
do with the elections. The government is 


keen to prove that its policies have been They may be subsequently revised up- 

successful and that the country has pros- wards and when compared with the pro- 

pered under the Congress rule. That could visional figures again, will give a wrong 

explain the hasty release of some esti- picture. 

mates. If so, what is the sanctity of the Likewise, the Index of Industrial Pro¬ 
figures, put out by a plethora of govern- duction (IIP) is released after a five month 
ment agencies? period and is erratic. But it is also subse¬ 

quently revised and so loses utility as a 

Manipulating Indices measure of economic growth. For example, 

^ ° the revised estimate for 1993-94 of 5.6 per 

S OME indices are changed almost in cent was almost twice the provisional 

routine. Estimates are made on 'thin' estimate of 3 per cent. The estimate for 

samples which are duly reported in the 1992-93 was revised from 1.3 to 2.3 per 

press. Subsequently, they may be changed cent. Which figures are to be trusted? 

without as much a mention. The statist!- The GDP growth rate again raises 
cal agencies of the country rely on a num- questions. The government has estimated 

ber of estimates: advance estimates, quick it to be 6.2 per cent but the Centre for 

estimates, revised advance estimates and Monitoring of Indian Economy (CMIE) has 

final estimates. While the figures may be put the figure at 4.7 per cent. The lower 

revised under any of these headings, there figure represents slowdown in the 

isno waythataooountability canbeattached economy as a result of tight money condi- 

to them. This speaks poorly for the statist!- tions in the third quarter of the year. Thus, 

cal organisations of the country. government estimates of industrial 

The Central Statistical Organisation growth, which are based on the first two 
(CSO) revised the growth rate of gross quarters, may seem inflated, 
domestic product for 1994-95 from 5.3 to 
62 per cent. This increase, according to Cakukting Poverty 
the CSO, was due to an increase m the 

primary sector, from 2.4 per cent origi- ' PHE biggest surprise comes from gov- 
nally to 4.8 per cent, which represents an A eminent data saying that the number 
errormarginofRs2,183crore.Byanystan- of people below the poverty line has re- 

dards, this is a very high error margin, duced to 19% in 1993-94. The preliminary 
Derisions based on such high error mar- estimates are based on half the results of 
gins would surely be wrong. a national survey by the National Sample 

Apart from the high error margin, Survey Organisation (NSSO), of the con- 
some figures are manipulated. For ex- sumption pattern of 5 lakh households, 
ample, inflation figures are managed week This is the first time that figures based on 

after week. The government compares half the data have been released, report- 
provisional, figures for the present with edly under pressure from high authori- 
the final figures of the previous period. If ties. 

the present figures are under-estimated, In fact, the whole process of caiculat- 

they would show a reduced inflation rate, ing poverty has been called into question. 
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The Planning Commission works out a 
poverty line which is founded on the 
daily expenditure on food with a mini¬ 
mum of 2,400 calories per person in rural 
areas and 2,100 calories for urban areas. 
In terms of money, this means an expen¬ 
diture of Rs 2b4 per month (at 1993-94 
prices) for urban areas and Rs 229 in 
villages. People who spend below this 
level are considered to be below the pov¬ 
erty line. However, this is too low a fig¬ 
ure even for poverty estimates. Going 
below these limits would be destitution, 
not poverty. 

The economic reforms programme 
ushered in liberalisation and resulted in 
the availability of a large number of goods 
for the rich and the middle class. Until 
recently, the poor had been left out of the 
structural adjustment programme. So how 
could poverty reduce so dramatically— 
from 25.5 per cent in 1987-88 to t c> per 
cent in 1993-94" 

The latest estimates suggest that the 
reforms programme has paid off. in most 
other nations, the percentage o! people 
below the poverty line drops very slowly 
after reaching the 30S mark After the 
structural reforms are introduced, the 
poverty levels usually climb Yet, India 
seems to have gone against that trend. 

Both the methodology and the fig¬ 
ures are being questioned. In its draft mid¬ 
term appraisal of the eighth plan, the 
planning commission has said that pov 
erty actually increased after the reforms. 
Since then, the figures suggest that the 
reverse is true. How it has happened re¬ 
mains a mystery. Is this statistical jugglery? 
In all probability, the planning commis¬ 
sion may have compromised its earlier es¬ 
timates to present a good picture of 
poverty alleviation. 

Several things point that it may be 
so. First, the figures are based on half the 
data and rhay be 'half-baked'. But at the 
same time, the real wages of agricultural 
labourers declined in 1993-94. There was 
also a steep rise in issue prices of rice and 
wheat in the Public Distribution System 
(PDS). This would suggest that poverty 
should increase during the period rather 
than decline. 


The percentages imply that 140 million 
rural dwellers and 27 million urban dwell¬ 
ers were below the poverty line. However, 
estimates of Oxfam India reveal that between 
1971 and 1991, poverty levels did fall but the 
trend was reversed in this decade. Accord¬ 
ing to ICRIER estimates, poverty has re¬ 
mained stagnant at 39 per cent for 1993-94. 
It suggests that the poverty ratio worsened 
since reforms. These studies point to the fact 
that planning commission methodology may 
be faulty. 

Inflation 

T HE government is also keen to keep 
the inflation figures low. To do this, it 
has curtailed money supply. But though 
inflation rate has been brought down to 
5% in February 1996, there are questions 
whether it can be sustained and kept low. 
Tight money conditions over a long term 
would stifle new projects and expansion 
of existing units, leading to stifling of 
economic growth. This would lead to 
fewer jobs being created and a general 
depression. 

If economic growth is to be in¬ 
creased, money supply will have to be 
eased. Once this happens, inflation is 
bound to raise its head again to double 
digits. It is expected that this will be 
done after the elections. So what the 
government has done in effect is to opt 
for post election inflation and keep it 
down before the elections. Whether this 
is wise is debatable, but from the 
government's point of view, elections are 
all that matters. Clearly, the low rate of 
inflation is a short-term strategy to bail 
out the ruling party during the last leg 
of its term in office. 

Moreover, inflation has been kept 
down by freezing the prices of adminis¬ 
tered items like petrol. While these too 
cannot be kept low tor a long time, they 
indirectly increase government spend¬ 
ing by increasing the amount spent on 
subsidies. Continued suppression of the 
inflation rate as an election strategy will 
not fool the voter repeatedly and it may 
only work against the government. 
There is thus need to be truthful. 


Need for*Accurate Data 

C LEARLY, the economic indicators do 
not reflect the picture of the national 
economy accurately. Releasing estimates 
and frequently revising them only serves 
the purpose of having a rosy picture for a 
short while. If the trend continues people 
will slowly lose faith in the data put out 
by the government. The private sector and 
the foreign investor needs accurate infor¬ 
mation to be able to plan their activities. 
Consistently wrong data will only slow 
them down. 

It is the government credibility that 
is at stake. While earlier there was no other 
source of economic data, now private 
organisations have been set up to monitor 
the economy. The CMIE is one such 
organisation. If government data is con¬ 
sistently undervalued, decision makers 
will turn to private organisations for their 
needs. The government and its huge 
organisations like the planning commis¬ 
sion, CSO and others, will lose their cred¬ 
ibility. 

Wrong economic data hides urgent 
tasks before the nation. Two important 
things that the government must do are 
to reduce debt and control its own ex¬ 
penditure. Such tasks are likely to be 
pushed into the background if the gov¬ 
ernment lulls itself into believing that 
all is well on the economic front. Unfor¬ 
tunately, this is what is happening at 
present. 

The government has no concrete steps 
to control its expenditure, nor is it wor¬ 
ried about the debt, which has readied 
huge proportions. Many economists be¬ 
lieve that India is in real danger'of falling 
into a debt trap if it is unable to service 
the debt. Yet, this is continuously played 
down. 

The pretension that poverty is de¬ 
creasing in the country will result in de¬ 
crease in spending for social 
programmes. A more realistic estimate 
of poverty would give direction to gov¬ 
ernment thinking. Rather than pat itself 
on the back because of faulty data, it 
should modify the reforms programme 
to include the poorest of the population, 
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ARTICLE 

Controlling Inflation 


During the nineties, a strange phenom¬ 
enon of persistent price rise has hit the In¬ 
dian economy. Empirical study says that the 
inflation rate in India had been in the double 
digits only in abnormal years of drought, 
excessive rains and floods, war, external 
disturbances or crisis. But during the nine¬ 
ties, despite good and normal monsoon or 
without any external disturbance or crisis, 
the inflation rate has generally been in double 
digit. Government has taken several mea¬ 
sures to tame the inflation but considering 
the overall objective of rapid economic growth 
rate, it cannot go beyond a particular limit, 
as excess of such measures would adversely 
affect the investment, employment and the 
output, thereby moderating the economic 
growth rate. 

Galloping Rate 

E XCEPT for the year 1992-93, the nine¬ 
ties have witnessed a double digit in¬ 
flation rate, starting with 10.3 per cent in 
1990-91, peaking at 13.6 per cent in 1991- 
92 and then reducing to 11.5 per cent 
during the year 1994-95. Despite control¬ 
ling the inflation rate considerably dur¬ 
ing the beginning of 1996, the annual 
average may turn out to be nearer to 
double digit in 1995-96. Interestingly, ex¬ 
cept for the year 1990-91, which was 
marked by international disturbances like 
turmoil in the erstwhile U.S.S.R. and Gulf 
war, all other years were normal years, 
with no disturbance and good monsoons 
resulting in reasonably good agricultural 
crops. 

There are several reasons which re¬ 
sult in higher price rise in India. Higher 
doses of money supply, higher levels of 
foreign exchange reserves, high fiscal defl¬ 
ate, bad agricultural crops and increase 
in the administered prices have been some 


of the important factors. Expansion of 
money supply (M,) in any developing 
economy is essential to facilitate higher 
levels of investment by making the funds 
easily available for investment. This also 
implies more credit expansion in the 
economy. As per one point of view, ex¬ 
pansion of M, at a rate of around 15.5 per 
cent is considered ideal for the Indian 
economy. But, during the financial year 
1995-%, the growth of M, was subdued at 
4.5 per cent upto mid-October. The growth 
of M,, however, increased rapidly after 
mid-October. This was apparently aimed 
at reducing the inflationary pressures and 
once the rate of price rise started receding 
the government decided to increase it. 

Higher level of foreign exchange re¬ 
serves is also known to have inflationary 
tendencies. During the past three years, 
when the inflation rate was generally 
around double digits, the foreign ex¬ 
change reserves were around $ 20 billion. 
It is only recently that the forex reserves 
came down to around $ 17 billion, al¬ 
most at the time when rate of inflation 
also started coming down. Although it 
does not necessarily establish a positive 
correlation between the quantum of forex 
reserves and higher inflation rate, yet it is 
one of the important factors. 

The monsoons have been normal or 
above normal during the past seven years 
and the agricultural output has also been 
satisfactory. Despite this positive aspect, 
the prices have continued to grow at a 
rapid pace. As per one estimate, during 
the years 1993-94 and 1994-95, the infla¬ 
tion rate taken alone for primary (Agri¬ 
cultural and allied) products has risen by 
40 per cent, which was at least three times 
higher than the price rise in other con¬ 
sumption goods. Another important fac¬ 
tor responsible for price rise is higher levels 


of fiscal deficit. The tendency towards 
higher fiscal deficit crept into Indian sys¬ 
tem towards mid-eighties, when in the 
year 1986-87, the fiscal deficit reached its 
peak at 9 per cent of the GDP. Even after 
that, upto 1990-91, it remained between 7 
to 9 per cent, a pretty high level by all 
standards. Unfortunately, the fiscal deficit 
during these years was used to finance 
unproductive administrative expenses of 
the government, which fuelled the exist¬ 
ing levels of price rise. After 1991-92, the 
fiscal deficit was brought down to a level 
of around six per cent of the GDP, with 
the exception of 1993-94 when it again 
climbed to 7.4 per cent, only to be brought 
down to 6 per cent during 1994-95. 

The Dilemma 

T HE Government appears to be facing 
a dilemma with respect to government 
spending. To achieve the rate of economic 
growth of over 5 per cent, the government 
has to spend huge sums of money on 
development programmes, the credit must 
be easily available at a lesser cost and the 
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) have 
to grow and spend. In addition the gov¬ 
ernment also has to pay interest on both 
internal and external borrowings and re¬ 
pay its debt. To ensure all this, expansion 
of money supply and expansion of credit 
is a must. But, owing to the inflationary 
pressures, the government has imposed the 
so-called "liquidity crunch" which has 
resulted in curtailment of availability of 
funds tor the developmental purpose. 

The Trade and Industry is concerned 
about the liquidity crunch aimed at re¬ 
stricting the fiscal deficit, thereby affect¬ 
ing the growth rate of the economy. It is 
felt that a reduction in government spend- 
ing adversely impairs the economic 
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growth rate. Particularly, a drop in devel¬ 
opmental and fruitful spending reduces 
the growth rate. On the other hand, a drop 
in non-developmental and administrative 
expenses has no adverse impact on the 
growth rate and it only reduces the fiscal 
deficit. Hence, there is a strong need to 
reduce the non-productive expenses of the 
government. However, while pursuing a 
so-called "tight money" policy, it must be 
ensured that the availability of credit is 
not curtailed and cost of credit is main¬ 
tained at moderate levels, so that there is 
no dearth of funds for investment in de¬ 
velopmental activities. 

Heartening ’fiend 

S INCE October 1995, the price rise has 
shown a downward trend. It would, 
however, be wrong to presume that the 
prices have started falling. The inflation 
rate, which was around eight per cent in 
October, started coming down and the 
downward trend continued during De¬ 
cember and January 19%. It was during 
the week ending January 20,19% that the 
inflation rate come down to 5 per cent, 
dipping to more than six years low. Dur¬ 
ing February and March it remained be¬ 
low 5 per cent. As per the latest indica¬ 
tions the annual inflation rate may turn 
out to be around 7 per cent during the 
year 1995-%, which will be much less than 
the annual inflation rate achieved during 
the previous year (1994-95), when it was 
11.5 per cent. 

It would, however, be wrong to think 
that the inflation rate has been contained 
at last. With Lok Sabha elections approach¬ 
ing, the government took special precau¬ 
tions to ensure that the inflation was 
tamed, even at the cost of growth rate. 
Moreover the huge pumping in of black 
money during the coming election would 
certainly increase the price level by the 
"demand pull" phenomenon. Moreover, 
the increase in the administered prices of 
coal, gas, petrol and diesel is also overdue 
and keeping in view the falling value of 
Rupee vis-a-vis US dollar, the new gov¬ 
ernment would have no option but to jack¬ 
up the administered prices of all these 


commodities considerably. The new gov¬ 
ernment may also be more generous and 
give higher increases in support prices of 
agricultural crops. And to give practical 
shape to its poll promises, which usually 
involve huge chunks of non-productive 
expenditure, the government may end up 
increasing the fiscal deficit considerably. 
All these facts may result in putting infla¬ 
tionary pressures on the economy after 
June 1996. 

Hence, it would be wrong to say 
that the inflation rate would remain low 
for long. And if the price rise levels re¬ 
main subdued for five to six months 
after 6 years of higher rates, by no stretch 
of imagination it can be termed as effec¬ 
tive "control" over it. If the annual in¬ 
flation rate remains as low as around 7 
per cent, at least for a period of two 
years, only then the inflation may be 
termed as 'controlled'. 

Long-run Precautions 

W ITH the policy of liberalisation and 
reforms appearing irreversible, it 
appears that the country is in for a long 
spell of moderate rates of inflation. Such 
rate of inflation is considered conducive 
for rapid economic development and is 
inevitable in a developing economy like 
ours. What is, therefore, needed is a long- 
run policy on ensuring rapid economic 
growth without having higher rates of 
inflation. To ensure this, the new govern¬ 
ment, first of all, will have to keep the 
administrered and non-productive expen¬ 
diture in proper check. Another area of 
relevance is die effective enforcement of 
the tax collection administration and en¬ 
suring the achievement of tax-revenue 
collection targets. Additional resource 
mobilisation needs detailed analysis and 
the areas not adversely affecting the com¬ 
mon man will have to be identified and 
tapped. 

Another aspect which needs to be 
looked into seriously in a market driven 
economy is availability of credit to the 
investors. The Trade and Industry, Agri¬ 
culture and priority sectors cannot be 
choked of funds and credit, just to keep 


the price levels down. On the other hand, 
if the prices are also to be kept under 
proper control, an efficient management 
of credit expansion and expansion of 
money supply is to be ensured A bal¬ 
anced monetary policy, aimed at keeping 
the prices low on the one hand and ensur¬ 
ing easy and cheap availability of credit 
on the other, will have to be evolved and 
executed. 

Since early eighties, die growth rate 
of the economy has been relatively high, 
but has never been stable. Sustainable 
growth rate has, by far, remained a pipe 
dream. The reason is that the government 
has been following short-term and ad-hoc 
policy measures to combat situations of 
crisis on the economic front. A long term 
and stable policy on all these front > would 
certainly result in a smooth and higher 
rate of growth. With the annual popula¬ 
tion growth rate slightly below two per 
cent, the Indian economy needs a growth 
rate of over 5 per cent per annum in its 
GDP. 

Effective measures to ensure proper 
management of Central PSUs is another 
important issue which needs to be ad¬ 
dressed carefully. PSUs have so far been 
getting a major chunk of central plan, 
without producing the corresponding re¬ 
sults. With the return on capital in die PSUs 
remaining around 2 per cent upto the 
beginning of Eighth Five Year Plan, it is 
essential that government expenditure 
on PSUs is reduced considerably and di¬ 
rected to some more productive and 
fruitful use. The nation cannot indefi¬ 
nitely continue to pay for the inefficiency 
of PSU management. The time, there¬ 
fore, is ripe to take initiatives to ensure 
privatisation of the PSUs at a much rapid 
pace and with sincerity of purpose. 
Rather than being a drain on the exche¬ 
quer, the PSUs must generate surpluses 
to fund the developmental programmes 
and projects in future. Efforts should 
also be made to ensure increase in pro¬ 
ductivity levels in all sectors of the 
economy to ensure an in-built mecha¬ 
nism to combat the inflationary pres¬ 
sures in the economy, on a long-run 
basis. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

May: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 

Pre-independent India witnessed some j 
epoch-making events relating with j 
revolutionaries and moderates during j 
the months of May. Notably the great 
Indian Mutiny began on May 10,1857, 
the trial of Assembly Case began in 
Delhi Jail on May 7,1929. However, in 
this section we shall focus on two 
incidences, viz., Forward Bloc and 
Cabinet Mission. j 

Forward Bloc 

After resigning from the Presidentship 
in April, 1939, Subhash Chandra Bose 
announced the formation of Forward 
Bloc on May 3,1939. While, he himself 
became the President of the Bloc, Sardar j 
Sardul Singh Cavesheer of Punjab j 
became the Vice President. In May itself j 
propaganda offensive for it was ! 

launched in full swing. Subhash 
Chandra Bose claimed that the Bloc 
posed the first serious challenge to 
Gandhiji's leadership after the death of ! 
C.R. Dass. ! 

| 

Cabinet Mission at Shimla 
Following the setting up of a Cabinet 
Mission in February, 1946, the three- 
member Cabinet Mission got underway 
without waste of any time. In this 
regard a crucial round was held in 
Shimla in May. The sequence began 
with the arrival of Cabinet Mission 
and a few leaders in Shimla on May 1, 
1946. And on the next day Mahatma 
Gandhi, jawahar Lai Nehru, Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Acharya 
Kripalani also reached Shimla. It was | 
at Shimla that Jawahar Lai Nehru met 
linnah after a period of seven years. 

The triangular talks got underway on 
May 5,1946. On May 8,1946 the 
Cabinet Mission made fresh proposals 
giving more powers to the Union 


Cabinet to raise money. On May 9, 
1946 all members of Viceroy's Execu¬ 
tive tendered their resignations. The • 
tripartite Shimla Conference ended on 
May 12,1946 and on May 24,1946, 
Congress Working Committee Resolu¬ 
tion asserted that 'Independence is 
India's right and that the Cabinet 
Mission proposals are vague'. 

After Independence 

In this section we shall focus on 're¬ 
drawing of Indian Political Maps', 
'Presidential Elections', 'Mt Everest' and 
'India going Nuclear'. 

Redrawing of Political Maps 
After independence, Indian political 
map was time and again redrawn 
during May. Notably, on May 1,1949 
Baroda was eventually merged with 
India. On May 2,1950 Chandemagore, a 
French settlement 21 miles from 
Calcutta, was merged with Indian 
Union. 

The formation of the State of Gujarat 
from North-West Bombay alsohook 
place on May 1,1960. It was also on 
May 16,1975 that the Sikkim became 
the 22nd State of India. Later, on 
May 30, 1987 Goa became the 25th 
State of India and Daman and Diu 
got the status of a separate Union 
territory. 

Presidential Elections 
It was on May 2,1952 that the first 
Presidential election, after the intro¬ 
duction of adult franchise, took place in 
India. And on May 6,1952 Dr Rajendra 
Prasad was declared elected as Presi¬ 
dent. On May 10,1957, Dr Rajendra 
Prasad was re-elected President of India 
for the second term. After the exit of Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, on May 13,1962, Dr S. 
Radhakrishnan and Dr Zakir Hussain 


assumed Office of the President and 
Vice President respectively. Following 
Dr S. Radhakrishnan's refusal to seek 
the second term, on May 9,1967, Dr 
Zakir Hussain was elected as the 3rd 
President of India. However, the 
sequence of Indian Presidential elec¬ 
tions in May was broken with the 
I death of Dr Zakir Hussain, on May 3, 
1969, when Mr V.V. Giri was sworn in 
as the Acting President of India. 

j Mt Everest 

The climatic conditions of May have 
rightfully been exploited by the Indians 
for conquering Mount Everest. It was 
on May 29, 1953 that the Sherpa Tenzing 
and Edmund Hillary first reached Ml 
‘ Everest, the highest peak in the world. 
| Incidentally Tenzing Norgay, 72, died 
I on May 9,1986. On May 9, 1984 Phu 
j Dorjee, became the first Indian to be 
| on the Mt Everest without oxygen, 
j The same year on May 23 Bachendri 
Pal, 28, a Lecturer in Economics from 
| Uttarkashi, became the first Indian 
and 4th woman in the world to set 
foot on the Mt Everest. Notably, on 
May 16, 1975 Mrs Junko Tabei (of 
Japan) became the first woman in 
the world to scale the Mount 
Everest. 

India going Nuclear 
The months of May also witnessed 
some successfully demonstration of 
India's commitment to be self-reliant in 
harnessing nuclear pdtential. For in¬ 
stance, on May 22,1972 a Zero Energy 
Fast Reactor, the first of its type in 
India, became operational at BARC, 
Trombay. Later, on May 18,1974 India 
carried out her first underground 
nuclear explosion at Pokharan in 
Rajasthan and became the 6th country 
in the world to do so. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Will Elections Bring 
J&K? 


The Kashmir problem defies solution. 
The government is of the opinion that it can 
be solved if elections are held in the State and 
a popular government installed. A package 
offered by the Prime Minister was rejected in 
November 1995, even as the Election Com¬ 
mission decided that the situation was not 
suitable for holding elections. Elections are 
now slated for May this year, but there are 
questions whether the situation has changed 
or whether elections will bring peace to the 
stnfe-tom State There are also doubts that 
free and fair elections can be held at all, given 
the violence and killings. 

In this issue, we debate whether elec¬ 
tions are an answer to the continued crisis in 
India's troubled State. 

Mr A The situation in Kashmir 
refuses to improve. Increasingly, people 
are getting alienated. They have not 
seen peace, the economy is in shambles 
and there is also the disruption of 
normal life by terrorists on the one hand 
and security measures on the other. The 
problem is compounded by activities of 
Pakistan and there is evidence that it is 
supporting terrorism there. Continued 
strife in the area serves its purpose very 
well and it can talk of so-called 'atroci¬ 
ties' by Indian troops. In fact, it has 
been raising the Kashmir issue in every 
international forum but has been re¬ 
buffed. In such a situation, a continued 
President's rule and the presence of the 
army does not serve a very useful 
purpose. If elections are held and a 
popular government comes to power, 
much of the sting of Pakistan's propa¬ 
ganda will be taken out. Elections 


would be the first step to restore nor¬ 
malcy and our Prime Minister 
recognises this. Time and again he has 
announced elections but unfortunately 
they could not be held. Elections would 
be a first step towards political settle¬ 
ment. 


Mr B Have you thought why 
electioas could not be held? It is simply 
because the situation has become very 
bad Elections may look perfect on 
paper but the ground situation is such 
that people may not respond to elec¬ 
tions at all. There is a fear of wide¬ 
spread violence. There are six Lok 
Sabha seats in the State, three of them 
in the Valley. Given the backdrop ot 
violence and Pakistan’s role, it is doubt¬ 
ful that free and fair elections can be 
held for any of the six seats. Candidates 
will be m grave danger and no amount 
of security would suffice for them. So 
intense is the growing alienation and 
fear of militants that few people are 
prepared to associate themselves in any 
way with the elections. You will remem¬ 
ber the Chrar-e-Sharief incident, which 
showed that militants could do any¬ 
thing to stop free and fair elections in 
the State. Later in November 1995 the 
government was keen to have elections 
but the Election Commission said the 
same thing—the situation in the valley 
was not conducive for elections. So, 
even though I agree with you that 
elections are a first step towards a 
political settlement, there is simply no 
way that they can be held peacefully. 
There is no point risking lives at this 


Peace in 


stage. Even an incident like Chrar-e- 
Sharief cannot be ruled out. I think it 
would be better to avoid elections at 
present juncture. 

Mr C You have a point, but how 
long can the government wait’ It has 
already waited long enough With each 
passing day, the situation only worsens 
and this gives Pakistan something to 
j crow about. Moreover, it is reported that 
i the counter-insurgency movement is 
also getting out of hand. Some 555 
civilians, 520 militants and 56 security 
men have been killed in the Valley 
during January and February, according 
! to P S. Gill, IGP of Kashmir. People 
| believe that these deaths were caused 
| by "agents of India", such is the mood 
j there. A prolonged spell will only 
harden attitudes. There is need to do 
something concrete and to show the 
world that there is a lot of misinfor¬ 
mation being spread. Elections will 
prove India’s intentions and slowly the 
people can be brought around. We have 
seen a similar thing in Punjab. On the 
one hand, militancy was crushed and 
on the other a popular government was 
installed. People slowly realised that the 
militant movement was misguided. 

India may have its faults, but it is a 
secular country and a mature democ¬ 
racy. This has slowly brought people 
around There is no reason why this 
should not happen in Kashmir too. So I 
would suggest holding elections and 
stamping out terrorism. This would be 
the only way to restore peace in the 
troubled State. 
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Mr D You may be right, but how 
can you push for elections in a scenario 
of such severe violence? What you will 
have is a farce. The All Party Hurriyat 

■ Conference is against elections. Senior 
leaders have described elections as a 
"sham". According to Shabir Shah, 'The 
elections will be nothing more than 
drama". The JKLF has also declared its 
opposition and it has declared, "Ws 
won't let the elections happen." Given 
these conditions, few people will be 

’ allowed to vote. Thus, elections simply 
cannot be held in these conditions. It 
would have been better if some good¬ 
will measures had been initiated to 
restore the confidence of the people. 

This has not been done. An election is 
no substitute for policy. Unfortunately, 

■ the government does not seem to have 
a Kashmir policy. All it does after a 
while is to announce elections with¬ 
out taking other factors into account. 

It is no wonder that it has to retract 
time and again. I am, therefore, 
against elections without adequate 
.groundwork. The government should 
not rush into elections without doing 
other things. 


held and the present situation contin¬ 
ues, nothing will be achieved at all. I 
would say that the choice is between 
two bad options and holding elections 
is the least worse option. We already 
have the lesson of Punjab before us and 
should try to replicate it. 


Mr B Let us not delude ourselves 
that elections will bring peace or that 
the experience of Punjab can be repli¬ 
cated. There are major differences 
between the two States. First, the 
terrorism in Kashmir has more support 
from the local population than in 
Punjab. Second, the population is 
largely Muslim whereas in Punjab it 
was equally divided between Hindus 
and Sikhs. In an opinion poll, it was 
found that 80% of the people felt that 
election will not help in solving the 
problem. A majority of them felt that 
independence was the only solution. So 
the situation in Punjab and Kashmir is 
quite different. Kashmir will require 
much more work but it seems that the 
government hardly has a policy for the 
State. That is one reason why it is 
suffering. 


is to announce elections. Given the 
mood in the Valley and the violence 
expected, merely holding elections 
without building trust will do no good. 

Mr A That is a very good sugges¬ 
tion. You are also right that the 
Kashmiri does have goodwill for India. 
Only, the confidence is now lost. But 
the people of Kashmir are not pro- 
Pakistan. In the opinion poll mentioned 
above, few people were in favour of 
merger with Pakistan. Wforse, since the 
militancy started, there has been a rise 
in Islamic fundamentalism. A majority 
of almost two-thirds (66%) was found 
to be totally against such fundamental¬ 
ism. India is a secular country with a 
great tradition of tolerance. So the 
people of Kashmir are not dead against 
our country. Many of them have moved 
to other parts of India and settled there. 
This speaks volumes about where their 
heart really lies. It is only the neglect 
that has caused them to be angry. The 
Indian government should start a 
process of rebuilding trust and once 
this is done, elections can be held. This 
would be a basic requirement. 


Mr E But what is the alternative? 
The Prime Minister believes that a low 
poll is better than no poll. Restoring 
democracy will vindicate India's stand 
in the eyes of the world. Inspite of five 
years of Central rule, militancy has not 
been controlled. There is no reason to 
believe that the government will be able 
to do so now. I do not think that there 
is any point waiting any further. Nor 
should India feel scared about what 
f Pakistan might do. It should tighten 
security and go ahead with the elections 
as a first step towards settlement. I do 
not agree with you that the elections 
will be a farce. The turnout in Kashmir 
will be low, but combined with the 
figures of Jammu and Ladakh, it will 
amount to a respectable total. If there is 
adequate security cover, I am sure 
people will vote. But if elections are not 


Mr D Indeed, the first task should 
be to build trust in the Valley. We have 
to work hard to befriend Kashmiris. 
Then holding elections will be easy. But 
trust cannot be built up merely by 
holding elections. A lot of groundwork 
has to be done. At present the Kashmiri 
is alienated from the security forces, the 
civil administration is in shambles. 

Basic services are not available. Several 
schools have been burnt. The Kashmiri 
is held to ransom from all sides. There 
is no accountability in government 
dealings. Nor is any information avail¬ 
able. Today there is need to rebuild 
confidence. If this process begins, there 
is no reason why the people of Kashmir 
will not start trusting India. Unfortu¬ 
nately, that is not happening. Whenever 
there is any talk of doing something in 
Kashmir, all our politicians can think of 


Mr C I think all of us agree that 
elections in Kashmir should be held to 
restore peace. Successful elections will 
revitalise the political process and could 
well be the harbinger of Assemby 
elections as well. The first step towards 
normalcy are the elections. Of course 
Pakistan is unlikely to let these happen 
peacefully. The government needs to 
have a Kashmir policy through which 
Pakistan's designs can be thwarted and 
the process of rebuilding confidence can 
start. Security should be tightened 
because Pakistan is sure to respond 
with hostage taking, seizing of shrines 
and increased subversive actions in 
Kashmir. This is because Pakistan 
knows that elections will usher in peace 
and stability. Whether our government 
will be able to live up to tire task, 
remains to be seen. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Set Your Goal; 

Set out Achieving It 


Here is the story of two hunters who 
ran into each other in a thick forest while 
on a hunting expedition. 

The two greeted each other and en¬ 
quired how the day had been for each. One 
told that he had seen a big cluster of birds 
perched atop of a tree. 

The other, naturally excited, said, 
"Wonderful. You must have bagged a 
dozen." 

"No", replied the former depressingly. 
"I missed not only the birds but also the 
tree!" 

This little story, even if fictional, re¬ 
veals one thing the person without an aim 
misses his target And a miss is as good as 
a mile' 

A Luge number of people, energetic 
and ambitious, are sorry-heads of the hu¬ 
man race because they miss not only the 
"birds" but also the "tree" 

Extend this further. One hunter aims 
a rifle shot at a particular part of a dummy, 
say the right eye, while another shoots at 
random at the dummy. Sooner or later, the 
former will succeed while the latter will 
go on shooting without hitting the dummy 
much less the right eye. 

There is a difference between a nfle 
shot and a gun shot! 

Success m life is not so much a matter 
of talent and opportunity as of definite goal 
and a determined march towards it. 

"The mar. who succeeds above his 
fellows is the one who, early in life, clearly 
discerns his object and towards that object 
habitually directs his powers", says Bulwer. 

When you have a direction and a 
purpose for your life, you turn from a 
drifting oar-less boat into a powerful steam¬ 
ship that steers its way to its destination 
through the surging ocean of life. 

Deciding upon a goal of life gives one 
control over thoughts and feelings—the 


two dynamos of stamina and energy to 
see you through to the fulfilment of your 
objective. 

These are the two magnets that at¬ 
tract the desired things to you and give 
you an aura of power, purpose and con¬ 
tentment. 

The most contented people in the 
world are those who know exactly what 
they really want and who are working 
i towards it 

Find, therefore, youi definite goal to 
I give depth and dimensions to your life. 

, The first step to self-realisation is finding 
| your goal of life 

! Before you decide upon your goal of 
i life, you must realise a fundamental but 
1 vital truth It is that all experiences in your 
| life issue forth from your level of under- 
standmg about y ourself. 

Vou are where you are because of the 
image vou hold about yourself. Otherwise 
you would not be where you are. You have 
1 accepted your present lot in life. That is 
| why vou are what vou are, where vou arc. 

I 

Victim 

Y OU might protest - "No, this is not true. 

1 do not want to be as 1 am now' I am 
the victim of circumstances Others have 
done me in " 

This, in many cases, is untrue. You 
are what you are because you have yielded 
to the pressures of the circumstances. The 
tact still remains that you have accepted 
your lot as such. If you are a clerk, a sales¬ 
man, an executive, a technician or poor, 
this is largely because of the image you 
have about yourself. 

It is quite easy to hold others respon¬ 
sible for your lot in life but this is not 
going to alter things because you are the 
person who decides what you are going 


to be. 

The one thing that is going to change 
your life is the setting of a goal before 
you—a new mental picture which you 
hold in your mind, an image which de¬ 
fines just what it is you want out of life. 

Though different people will have 
different objectives as their goal of life, 
there are certain common denominators 
too. They are: We all want at leari a rea¬ 
sonable amount of material security. We 
all want enough growth and change to 
prevent stagnation and boredom. We all 
have what has been called the universal 
j hunger for esteem. 

l In the words of Havelock Ellis the one 

j thing we really need to make us happy is 
I "something to be enthusiastic about". 

This means that your goal must, not 
only embody these objectives, but a good 
deal more, loo. There is a lot of difference 
' between one’s own selfish ends and broad- 
i based objectives that benefit everybody 
! around 

! Also, there is a great difference be¬ 
tween creative enterprise and routine ac- 
I tivity. The former is satisfying and the 
| latter is drudgery. 

> So, your goal must be creative, worth¬ 
while, beneficial and broad-based. There 
is a great difference between aiming at 
doing things that benefit a hundred and 
one people and concentrating all your 
efforts on personal benefit. So, choose a 
broad-based goal. In this way only you 
can give the best of yourself not only to 
yourself but to others as well. 

I 

Money 

H OWEVER, there are people who 
make narrow objective their aim of 
life. If you ask them: "What is the aim of 
your life? They would straightway answer 
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"Money!" or "Enjoyment!" 

How can money be the aim of life? 
Money is simply a means for living. How, 
then living for the sake of living can be 
the aim of life. Animals also live. They 
exist. V\A? are more than animals. We are 
human beings endowed with the ability 
to create, to be useful. Money can be a 
means to an end. In itself, it cannot be a 
goal of life. 

The real challenge is: What shall we 
do with money? Shall we use it intelli¬ 
gently for the good of all or be selfishly 
obsessed with its false glitter? 

There is no doubt that enjoying life 
and its blessings seems to be an aim wor¬ 
thy of human beings. But we cannot en¬ 
joy on our own. Others also must share 
our joys if we really wish to enjoy. Our 
aim must embody the wider fields of 
creativity and service of community. 

Aim high to get real satisfaction from 
life. Thinking small, setting petty aims for 
yourself only leads to small things. 

Small things have no power to in¬ 
flame the imagination and stir the heart. 
To start the real fireworks you must aim 
high. Even if you don't quite make it, you 
will have anyway gone farther than you 
would have travelled otherwise. Aim as 
high as you can. 

People generally do not aim high 
enough, why? Because most are afraid 
to think in large terms. They are afraid 
lest they should burst out like the over¬ 
inflated balloon. That people will mock 
at them. 

Aiming high does not mean looking 
for things beyond one's reach. It means 
living to one's fullest potentials. One 
should be reasonable but one must also 
remember that most people use only a 
fraction of their true potential. 

Actually, it is not a matter of over¬ 
reaching oneself. The fact is that those who 
do not aim high, consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously, want to play safe. 

They lazily surrender themselves to 
the inertia of living a vegetative life. They 
feel satisfied in living at low key so that 
they are not over-stretched physically, 
mentally or emotionally. They think small 
and act small. 

If one is really satisfied with such a 


modest aim of life, it may be okay but if 
one feels discontented with his lot and 
envious of those who have gone further 
on the road to success, then he needs to 
re-cast his goals of life. 

Mind's Power I 

A SK yourself: "What do 1 want from 
life?" "Am I really utilising my time 
or just whiling it away in the run of the 
mill activities? Ask these questions of j 
yourself again and again: think over j 
them as often as you can so that they I 
percolate down into the deeper recesses j 
of your mind. ! 

Soon th'e answer to your honest ; 
searchings of your inner drives/urges and 
wishes will begin to crop up in your con¬ 
sciousness which will reveal what you 
really want from life. 

The dictates of inner mind will serve 
as guidelines to fix your major goal. 
Since these will reflect the genius of your ! 
personality, your natural propensities 
and potentials, you will have a feeling, 
which will soon turn into conviction. 


will." 

With this affirmation spend most of 
yopr time in doing only those things that 
have a direct bearing on your goal. This 
is the difference between a mediocre 
person and an outstandingly successful 
one. 

The former wastes most of his time 
tn doing nothing purposeful and use¬ 
ful The iattei utilises his every spare 
minute for furthering his objective. 

The former lives an indisciplined 
life whiling away his time in cheap en¬ 
tertainment, the latter disciplines him¬ 
self in such a manner that he completes 
his work of the day with a smile. 

Map out, therefore, a plan of action 
for the next month—for the next three 
months, for the next six months. Do it right 
now. Write it out on a piece of paper. This 
will give you clear and concise programme 
for your overall progress towards your 
goal. 

Visualise m your mind a clear and 
vivid picture of your goal. The technique 
of visualisation is simple. Fix some place 
where vou will not be disturbed for 


that you have after all found out what 
you wanted to accomplish in life. 

Decide once for all the purpose for 
which you were endowed with talents and ; 
abilities in such a manner that they make i 
your personality unique. 

Do not permit yourself to deviate , 
from your real goal of life by running af- i 
ter petty goals like quick money-making, ! 
selfish living, wasting time in eating, j 
drinking and merry-making. | 

Do not be daunted by its magnitude, ; 
its apparent unattainability. Since your j 
goal is the reflection of your genius, your i 
inner urges, nothing can prevent you from 
attaining it. 

The whole force of your personality 
and the power of the "Universal Intelli¬ 
gence" will be at your disposal to fortify 
your determination. You drive yourself to 
your destination. 


Will-Power 



some time. Sit down comfortably and 
relax yourself as completely as you can. 
Gently close your eyes and imagine that 
there is a big screen before you. 

In your mind's eye, project a pic¬ 
ture of your goal. See your goal on the 
mental screen as if it had already been 
achieved. Try to feel the success-feeling 
as you visualise it. At the same time 
affirm to yourself: "As 1 see my goal, 
completed and realised in my inner life, 
so will it soon be materialised in my 
outer life." 

Visualise 

TT is visualisation that makes your mind 
lgoal-oriented, your personality set for 
action, Visualisation invokes the higher 
powers to help you realise your goal; to 
make »he seemingly impossible possible 
and well within your reach. 

Genius itself is fine observation 
strengthened by fixity of purpose. 

Set yourself a goal and set out to 
achieve it. Success, like politics, is the game 


etition of the affirmation, "1 can and 1 I of the achievable. 
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GFICKET 

The World Cup 1996 


For five weeks (February 13-March 17,19%) 
excitement gripped the participating nations in the 
WortdCupl996.Someacellmtcrictowisplayed, 
marred a little by a botched opening ceremony and 
croud misbehiwhnir during thelndia-Sri Lanka match 
at Calcutta. But the tournament left enough memo¬ 
ries to last out till the next World Cup, to be played 
four years later. This feature describes the records 
made and some memorable moments of the Cup. 

The sixth World Cup started with 
questions whether it would be held at all. 
West Indies and Australia refused to play 
in Colombo because of security fears and 
conceded their matches. On February 13, 
India and Pakistan fielded a joint team for 
the first time in their history and played in ! 
Colombo to compensate Sri Lanka. j 

Sri Lanka emerged the winners of 19% j 
World Cup when they defeated Australia j 
by 7 wii kets in the final played at Lahore, | 

Memorable Moments 

The England-New Zealand match on j 
February 14 m Ahmedabad saw the debut i 
of Nathan Astle who scored 101 and kept ! 
up the tradition of a century being scored j 
on the opening day of the Cup. New Zealand j 
brought the first upset of the tournament. 

The South Africa-UAE match on Feb¬ 
ruary 16 had Gary Kirsten scoring a record 
188 runs, crushing debutants UAE. Sachin 
Tedulkar scored his 127 runs in the match 
of India-Kenya on February 18th, to send 
the crowd at Cuttack wild. 

In the South Africa-New Zealand 
match on February 20, jonty Rhodes lived 
up to his reputation of flying on the field 
rather than running. His run out of Adam 
Parore left the batsman bewildered. On 
February 23, the Waugh brothers of Austra¬ 
lia put on a record 207 runs for the third 
wicket against Kenya. The next day in the 
Pakistan-UAE match, Javed Miandad be¬ 
came the only man to have played all six 
Wbrld Cups. 

The India-Australia match on Febru¬ 


ary 27 had some great moments. Mark 
Waugh made 126 runs. His rival Tendulkar 
survived two dropped catches to make 
90. Australia won the match. 

On February 29, the Cup's biggest 
upset was witnessed when Kenya beat 
West Indies by 73 runs. Richardson's side 
was bowled out for 93, with no batsman 
reaching 20. On the same day. South Africa 
beat Pakistan by 5 wickets. Hansie Cronje 
showed excellent captaincy. He accounted 
for the first four Pakistani batsmen, and 
then scored 45 not out, to dwarf Amir 
Sohail's century. 

In the India-Sri Lanka match on March 
2, Tendulkar scored 127 runs and India's 
total of 271 seemed comfortable, but Sri 
Lanka was determined. Manoj Prabhakar 
got the beating of his life. The first three 
Indian overs conceded 43 runs to Jayasurya 
and Kaluwitharana and Sri Lanka won the 
match with 8 balls to spare. The Sri Lankan 
skill in batting was exhibited once again 
on March 6 when Aravinda de Silva hit 145 
off 115 balls to total up a record 398 runs 
against Kenya. 

Rivals India and Pakistan met for the 
quarter finals at Bangalore. Wasim Akram 
did not play. Ajay Jadeja was in full form 
against the dreaded Waqar Younis. In two 
overs Pakistan's feared pacemen gave 
away 40 runs and their reputation was 
ruined. Tensions ran high: there were re¬ 
ports that a Pakistani shot himself and 
another died of a heart attack seeing 
their side lose. An enquiry was ordered 
by the Pakistani government to go into 
the causes of their defeat. In the quarter 
final match between England and Sri 
Lanka, jayasurya had everybody in 
trance as he scored 82 off 44 balls. En¬ 
gland lost the match with almost 10 
overs to spare. 

In the West Indies-South Africa quar¬ 
ter finals on March 11, Brian Lara scored 
111 runs but fell one short of equalling the 


feat of Clive Lloyd's fastest century off 82 
balls. Lara smashed 5 boundaries in a single 
over off the over by Pat Symox. 

The semi-final between India and Sri 
Lanka on March 13 saw India tottering at 
120 for 8 and the match was as good as 
over, when the Calcutta crowd started 
throwing things on the field. The match 
was abandoned and awarded to Sri Lanka. 
At the semi-final at Chandigarh, Australia 
staged a comeback bom 15 for 4 to total 
207. Wame pulled off the impossible and 
Australia graduated to the finals, beating 
West Indies. 

The final match was held between Sri 
Lanka and Australia at Lahore on March 
17. Sri Lanka became the first host country 
and the first one to win the World Cup 
batting second. Aravinda de Silva became 
the first batsman to score a century in a 
World Cup final since 1979. Australia 
dropped three crucial catches during the 
final. 

Records in the World Cup 

The sixth World Cup had a record 
12 countries participating. Champions Sri 
Lanka were never all out in an innings 
even once while batting. The other team 
not to have lost all their wickets in any 
innings were Holland, which lost all its 
five league matches. India's Sachin 
Tendulkar was the most successful bats¬ 
man notching up a total of 523 runs. 
Among the bowlers, the most success¬ 
ful was Anil Kumble who took 15 wick¬ 
ets conceding 281 runs; an average of 
18.73. 

Sri Lanka scored 398 for 5 against 
Kenya on March 6 at Kand y, which became 
the highest score in one day matches. The 
previous highest score was 360 for 4 by 
West Indies against Sri Lanka at Karachi in 
1987. 

The World Cup saw 15 centuries be¬ 
ing scored. Mark Waugh became the maxi- 
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TOP TEN 


| TOP TEN BATSMEN 

TOP TEN BOWLERS | 

Batsman 

M 1 NO Runs Avg 

HS 

100s 

50s 

Bowlers 

O M 

Runs 

Wkts 

Avg 

4W1 

Best 

Sachin Tendulkar (Ind) 

7 7 1 523 87.16 

137 

2 


Anil Kumble (lnd) 

69.4 2 

280 

15 

18.66 

— 

3-28 

Mark Waugh (Aus) 

7 7 1 484 80.66 

130 

3 

1 

Waqar Younis (Pak) 

54 4 

253 

13 

19.46 

1 

4-26 

Aravinda dc Silva (SL) 

6 6 1 448 89.60 

145 

2 

2 

Shane Warne (Aus) 

68.3 3 

263 

12 

21.91 

1 

4-34 

Gary Kirsten (SA) 

6 6 1 391 78.20 

188 

1 

1 

Damien Fleming (Aus) 

45.2 3 

221 

12 

18.41 

1 

5-36 

Saeed Anwar (Pak) 

6 6 2 329 82.25 

83 

— 

3 

Paul Strang (Zim) 

421 4 

192 

12 

16 

2 

5-24 

Asanka Gurusinha (SL) 



58 6 

219 

12 

18.29 

1 

4-47 

Hansie Grange (SA) 

6 6 1 276 55.20 

78 

— 

2 

Curtly Ambrose (Wl) 

56.3 8 

170 

10 

17.00 

_ 

3-28 

Andrew Hudson (SA) 

4 4 - 275 68.75 

161 

1 

1 

Mushtaq Ahmed (Pak) 

57 3 

238 

10 

23.80 

— 

3-16 

Aamir Sohail (Pak) 

6 6 — 272 45.33 

111 

1 

2 

Rajab Ali (Ken) 

36.2 3 

176 

9 

19.55 

„ 

3-17 

Brian Lara (Wl) 

6 6 1 269 53 80 

111 

1 

1 

Allan Donald (SA) 

34 1 

126 

8 

1575 

- 

3-21 


mum century maker in a single world cup. runs was scored by Andrew Hudson and cial soft drink. Other companies who 

He scored 130 and 126 against Kenya and Gary Kirsten of South Africa against Ho)- hitched on to the Cup were Wimpy's 

India respectively, and 110 against New land. They beat the previous record of 182 fast food, Fuji film. Visa credit cards 

Zealand in the quarter finals. He is fol- runs by Rick McCoskar and Alan Turner of and a host of others, 

lowed by Sachin Tendulkar who scored Australia against Sri Lanka in 1975. Some companies resorted to ambush 

127 and 137 against Kenya and Australia Arjun Ranatunga of Sri Lanka be- marketing to cash in on the cricket craze 
respectively. Mark Waugh also became the came the man to score the fastest half without being the official suppliers. Lead- 

highest aggregate run getter in a World century. He scored 50 in 29 balls against ing the band was Pepsi, which came up 

Cup, scoring 472 from 5 innings. The pre- Kenya at Kandy but missed scoring the with a campaign, "Nothing Official About 

vious best was Graham Gooch in the 1987 fastest century when he was declared It" and signed the popular players to en- 

World Cup. out at 82. dorse it. 

The highest individual innings was The World Cup also saw a team not The players were happy to do so as 
scored by Gary Kirsten of South Africa conceding a single extra in an innings, for they gained from corporate sponsor- 

with 188 not out against UAE at the first time in history. New Zealand ships. Sachin Tendulkar will earn $7.5 

Rawalpindi. The previous best was 181 achieved the feat against South Africa at million over years, making him the rich- 

by Vivian Richards against Sri Lanka at Faislabad on February 20. est cricketer. Reebok has contracts with 

Karachi in 1987. However, he missed by There were 5 run outs by Australia cricketers like Azharuddin for Rs 30 lakh, 
one run the all time high individual against India which equalled the previous Sidhu and Kumble for Rs 10 lakh and 

score of 189 in one day internationals record of run outs in the 1975 World Cup Srinath, Prasad and Mongia for Rs 5 lakh 

set by Vivian Richards against England between Australia and Wbst Indies. each. 

in 1984. The World Cup also saw high level 

The highest partnership record (207) Marketing of the World Cup of computer and telecommunication sup- 

is held by Mark Waugh and Steve Waugh The World Cup will also be remem- port. Tne telecast rights had been won 

who sewed 130 and 82 runs respectively bered by the marketing hype created by by WorldTel which had paid $10.5 mil- 

for the third wicket against Kenya. The companies sponsoring the events. ITC lion for it. The matches could be seen 

previous best was 195 between Gordon spent upwards of Rs 60 crore to be the across continents, thanks to satellite 

Greenidge and Larry Gomes of Wfest Indies sponsorer of the Cup: it linked its television. That perhaps has made the 

against Zimbabwe in 1983. The highest Wills brand name to the event. Coca game so popular in varied and diverse 

partnership for the first wicket for 186 Cola paid $3.7 million to be the offi- countries. 
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CAREER 

Chartered Accountants 


With the growing importance of trade 
and industry in a liberalised system like 
ours, the importance of Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants has grown enormously. A qualified 
Chartered Accountant (C A) has the option 
of joining the Government Service, an at¬ 
tractive job in the Public Sector or a lucra¬ 
tive assignment in the private sector. The 
CAs can also join any financial institution 
or even have their own consultancy. 
Whether it is a salaried job or private prac¬ 
tice/consultancy, CAs receive very high 
remunerations for their services. A person 
choosing this career, has, however, to be 
careful to ensure that he/she is comfort¬ 
able with the figure work, as aptitude for 
figures and accounts is a pre-requisite for 
the job of a CA. Hence, only such candi¬ 
dates as may be at ease with figures should 
venture into this specialised career. 

Eligibility 

The Institute of Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants of India <ICAI), with its headquar¬ 
ters in New Delhi, acts as the nodal agency 
in regulating the profession of the CAs as 
well as conducting examinatioas, grant¬ 
ing certificates and exercising disciplinary 
control over the members. The affairs of 
1CAI are managed by a Council consist¬ 
ing of 30 members, out of which 24 are 
elected and six are nominated by the 
Government of India. The Institute has five 
Regional offices and over 80 Branch of¬ 
fices all over the country with seven Chap¬ 
ters abroad at places including Abu Dhabi, 
Bahrain, Dubai, Jeddah, Muscat and Zam¬ 
bia. The Institute was set up in 1949, by 
an Act of the Parliament and is perform¬ 
ing the functions assigned to it since then. 

Every graduate above 18 years of age 
is eligible to register as an articled clerk 
for the Chartered Accountancy. In addi¬ 
tion the candidate should also have passed 


the Entrance Examination of the Institute. 
Several categories of candidates are, how¬ 
ever, exempted from passing the Entrance 
Examination. A candidate who has passed 
the graduation examination with commer¬ 
cial law, accountancy, auditing or mercan¬ 
tile law as one of the subjects and secured 
at ieast 50 per cent marks in the gradua¬ 
tion examination is exempted from pass¬ 
ing the Entrance Examination. Graduates 
in other subjects securing 55 per cent 
marks in aggregate are also exempted. For 
calculating 50 or 55 per cent marks the 
papers which are only qualifying in na¬ 
ture are not considered. Even those candi¬ 
dates who are to take their academic 
examination subsequently, are eligible to take 
the Entrance Examination, provided that 
they ha ve to submit satisfactory proof of their 
having passed the graduation examination 
within 9 months of their provisional regis¬ 
tration with the ICA1. 

Entrance and Training 

For all candidates, other than those 
exempted, it is essential to take the En¬ 
trance Examination and qualify it before 
getting registered with the Institute. The 
candidates planning to take the Entrance 
Examination, must possess the eligibility 
qualifications mentioned above. It may, 
however, be noted that no candidate is 
allowed to appear for more than thrice in 
the Entrance Examination. In other words, 
if a candidate fails thrice at the Entrance 
Examination, he/she is rendered ineligible 
to take this examination thereafter. The 
candidates have to take and qualify the 
following four papers to be successful at 
the Entrance Examination: 

Paper-1 Elements of Accounting 

Paper-n English 

Paper-ID Elementary Business Mathe¬ 
matics 


Paper-IV General Commercial Knowle¬ 
dge and Economics. 

To be successful at this examination 
the candidates are required to pass all the 
four papers individually by obtaining at 
ieast 40 per cent marks and jointly secur¬ 
ing at least 50 per cent marks in all the 
four papers taken together. 

The Institute also registers those can¬ 
didates who, after their 10 + 2 examina¬ 
tion in Arts, Commerce or Science, join 
the 12-month Foundational Course. 12 
months after registering for the Founda¬ 
tional Course, the students take foe En¬ 
trance/Foundational Course examination 
in four subjects. During the Foundational 
Course, the students are imparted coach¬ 
ing and training enabling them to pass 
the examination. The advertisement for the 
Entrance/Foundational Examination ap¬ 
pears in almost all major national news¬ 
papers from time to time and usually, this 
examination is conducted twice a year. 

The Training of CAs is a good blend 
of practical training in the form of on foe 
job training, on the one hand, and theo¬ 
retical input in the form of regular supply 
of study material by the Institute, on the 
other. During the practical training, every 
registered student has to undergo postal 
tuition imparted by the Board of Studies 
of the Institute. For this every candidate 
has to pay the Registration and Tuition 
fee, in addition to foe nominal Associa¬ 
tion fee. 

For practical training, foe candidate 
may either work as an articled clerk for a 
period of three years or work as audit clerk 
for four years. This training is done as per 
the deed of articles of apprenticeship 
which is executed as a training agreement 
The entire period of practical training can 
either be served under a practising mem¬ 
ber of the Institute, or can be served partly 
under a practising member and partly in 
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an approved industry. Any trainee who 
gets attached to a Chartered Accountant 
for a period of 3 years is called articled 
clerk and other who wish to take up a job 
in a firm or approved industry for a pe¬ 
riod of 4 years, are known as audit clerks. 
All the articled clerks get a fixed rate of 
stipend from the CA with whom they are 
attached, as per the rates fixed by the In¬ 
stitute from time to time. Audit clerks, on 
the other hand, earn their wages and mini¬ 
mum wages of the audit clerks are also 
notified by the Institute from time to time. 
Hence, during this period of 3 to 4 years 
of practical and theoretical training, the 
Candidates/trainees also get a chance to 
earn their livelihood while acquiring 
knowledge and preparing themselves for 
the Intermediate and Final Examination. 

The service conditions of the trainees 
undergoing practical training are governed 
by various instructions issued by the IC AI. 
Audit and articled clerks are entitled to 
leave at the rate of one seventh of the 
period of actual service. While preparing 
for the Intermediate and Final examina¬ 
tions of the Institute, a trainee may be 
granted two months' leave, subject to the 
leave due. Such trainees are required to 
work upto a maximum of 35 hours per 
week. With prior permission from the ICAI 
the trainees may also pursue other courses 
of study, provided that the attendance for 
such courses is outside the normal work¬ 
ing hours and the classes are not held 
between 11.00 A.M. to 4.30 RM. 

Examinations 

After joining the practical training as 
articled clerk or audit clerk, the trainees 
become eligible for taking the Intermedi¬ 
ate and Final examinations of the Insti¬ 
tute after the prescribed period. A 
maximum of ten-year period is allowed 
to all the candidates after commencement 
of their training to qualify the Intermedi¬ 
ate examination. For appearing in the In¬ 
termediate examination, the trainees must 
have completed at least 9 months' practi¬ 
cal training as an articled or audit clerk 
and should have completed the postal 
tuition scheme initiated by the Board of 


Studies of the Institute. The Intermediate 
Examination consists of seven papers 
which includes Accounting, Income Tax 
Law, Auditing, Cost Accounting, Mercan¬ 
tile and Company Law, Business Math¬ 
ematics and Statistics, Organisation and 
Management and Economics. The candi¬ 
dates have the option of answering all the 
papers, either in Hindi or English, but 
paper-wise option is not allowed to select 
the medium to answer the questions. 

A candidate who wishes to pass the 
Intermediate Examination, will have to 
first qualify at least 9 test papers during 
the period of 9-month training. These tests 
are conducted by the Institute on Sundays 
and the Candidates are required to obtain 
40 to 45 per cent marks in these tests. On 
successful completion of tuition, includ¬ 
ing the tests, a certificate is granted to the 
students which makes him/her eligible to 
appear in the Intermediate Examination. 

After successfully qualifying the In¬ 
ter Examination, the trainees become eli¬ 
gible for the Final Examination. Final 
examination contains eight papers includ¬ 
ing Advanced Accounting, Management 
Accounting, Auditing, Company Law, 
Direct Tax Laws and a set of 3 papers out 
of three combinations mainly containing 
Management papers. The trainee candi¬ 
dates can take Final examination within 
the last six months of their practical train¬ 
ing, provided that there is a time interval 
of one Final Examination between pass¬ 
ing of Inter examination and the first ap¬ 
pearance in the Final examination. 
However, for a trainee candidate who ap¬ 
pears in the Final examination of the In¬ 
stitute after completion of training period 
as clerk, no such time interval is a pre¬ 
requisite. 

The above examinations are usually 
conducted twice every year in the months 
of May and November. In each examina¬ 
tion, a candidate is required to obtain a 
minimum of 40 per cent marks in every 
paper and a minimum of 50 per cent in 
the aggregate at one sitting at the entire 
examination. Candidate securing more 
than 70 per cent marks is considered to 
have passed the said examination with dis¬ 
tinction. Any one who passes all foe ex¬ 


aminations is registered as an Associate 

Member of ICAI. 

1 

Prospects 

Career prospects for the C As are very 
bright. Chartered Accountancy has 
emerged as a specialised professional field 
to which no one can get without becom¬ 
ing an associate member of the Institute. 
All the companies registered under foe 
Companies Act, Public Sector Undertak¬ 
ings, Institutions and specified Business 
Houses are required to get their accounts 
audited by the practising Chartered Ac¬ 
countants, who receive handsome remu¬ 
neration for this. In addition, all such 
organisations require the full time services 
of CAs as Finance Managers, Financial 
Controllers, Financial Advisors or Direc¬ 
tors (Finance), etc for keeping a close watch 
over the finances in the day to day man¬ 
agement. Opinion of a Chartered Accoun¬ 
tant, whether working on full time basis 
or acting as a part time consultant, is val¬ 
ued immensely in every business 
organisation. CA is considered to be a 
professional of exceptional and high or¬ 
der and cannot be substituted by any other 
professional. 

With the growing number of export 
houses, advent of numerous multinational 
corporations, expansion of trade and in¬ 
dustry, rapid growth of capital and money 
markets and expansion of business, the 
need for CAs is increasing. Competent 
professionals, with pleasant personality, 
practical approach and natural instinct to 
deal with figures, are expected to do ex¬ 
tremely well in this profession. Finance is 
one of the most important functional ar¬ 
eas in any business organisation and a 
competent CA heading this division is 
expected to be the king-pin of the entire 
organisation. The openings in the field of 
private practice and consultancy are even 
more lucrative and satisfying, as one does 
not have to work under any boss and foe 
amount of business entirely depends upon 
foe quantum of hard work and effort put 
in by CAs. The career, thus, can truly be 
termed as challenging and rewarding in 
its own right. 
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MANAGEMENT 

Business G.K. 


W? continue our feature on business GK, which is essential in management 
entrance tests and interviews. The feature will oho help you to develop an awareness 
of business environment. 

CAR WARS 
He ups for can 


Foreign company 

Indian partner 

Model 

Suzuki 

Maruti 

Esteem, Zen, Omni, 800 

General Motors 

Hindustan Motors 

Opd Astra 

Daimler-Benz 

Telco 

Mercedes E-220 

Mitsubishi 

Hindustan Motors 

Lancer 

Peugot 

Premier Automobiles 

Peugot 309 

Fiat 

Premier Automobiles 

Uno 

Ford 

Mahindra & Mahindra 

Escort, Fiesta 

Daewoo 

DCM 

Cieio 

Honda 

Sriram 

Civic 

Toyota 

Hindujas 

Charade 

Volkswagen 

Eicher 

New 

Rover 

Sipani 

Montego 

BMW 

Hero Motors 

Not finalised 

Hyundai 

- 

Accent 


QUESTIONS 

Q. With what area is the name of Philip Kotler associated 
with? 

A. Marketing. 

Q. Who is the owner of Star TV? 

A. Rupert Murdoch. 

Q. Which are the companies owned by Manu Chhabria which 
have been ordered to be wound up? 

A. Orson Electronics and Nihon Electronics. The sick com¬ 
panies have been ordered to be wound up by Appellate Author¬ 
ity for Industrial and Financial Reconstruction. 

Q. Which company will be featured on Sachin Tendulkar's 
bat? 

A. A one year contract has been signed by Sachin Tendulkar 
to endorse the MRF logo on his bat for a Rs 1.5 crore fee. 

Q. Which company was allegedly given favours by Orissa 
Chief Minister Biju Patnaik for which he has been chaigesheeted? 

A. Ballarpur Industries, which is a Thapar group company. 

Q. What is the lowest rate of inflation that was seen in India 
recently? 

A. The inflation rate reached 4,42% tor the week ended 
February 10, 19%, which is a 10 year low. 

Q. Who is the chairman of BPL? 

A. T.P.J. Nambiar. 

Q. Who is the managing director of Godrej-GE? 

A. Vijay Crishna. 


Q. Who is the chairman of Export-Import Bank of India? 

A. Tarjani Vakil, who is one of the 50 most powerful busi¬ 
nesswomen in the world. 

Q. Who is the 'Rogue Trader' in the book of the same name? 

A. Nick Leeson, who busted Barings Bank last year. The 
book is written by Nick Leeson with Edward Whitley. 

Q. What is the new name of the advertising division of 
Lintas? 

A. Ammirati Puris Lintas. 

Q. Which is the world's largest advertising agency? 

A. Japan's Dentsu Inc, the $14 billion agency. Its chief execu¬ 
tive is Fumio Oshima and its Indian partner is Rediffusion. 

Q. With what area is the name of Michael Porter associated 
with? 

A. Michael Porter is known as the father of competitive 
advantage. 

Q. Who is the person who will take over as chairman of 
Hindustan Lever group from August? 

A. K.B. Dadiseth. He will succeed S.M. Datta. 

Q. Which companies are the biggest spenders on advertising? 

A. Hindustan Lever is India's biggest spender on advertis¬ 
ing with Rs 109.81 crore, a 22% jump over last year The second 
biggest advertiser is ITC, with Rs 107.67 crore. The third biggest 
advertiser is Videocon with Rs 70.06 crore As a percentage Of 
sales, the advertising expenditure is between 2-5 per cent. 

Q. In terms of economic freedom, where does India rank? 

A. According to the Heritage Foundation, India still ranks 
low on the scale of economic freedom. Its rank is 117 among 140 
countries, from 86th among 106 countries last year. 

Q. Which Indian company is in the race to take over the 
ailing Dutch aircraft manufacturer, Fokker? 

A. Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL). The other companies 
trying to take over Fokker include: Samsung Aerospace of South 
Korea and British Aerospace. 

Q. Who is the chief executive of the consultancy firm 
McKinsey and Co? 

A. Rajat Gupta. He is the first non-Westerner to head 
McKinsey, a $1.5 billion organisation with 4,000 employees. 

Q. With what area is the name of Stephen Covey associated 
with? 

A. Stephen Covey is a corporate trainer and the founder of 
Covey Leadership Centre. He is also the author of the bestselling 
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People. 

Q. In which countries does FIEO have offices 7 

A. The Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) 
opened its first overseas office in Holland. Another office would 
be opened in Casablanca in Morocco, where it will hold its first 
exclusive exhibition of Indian products in April. It also plans to 
open an office in Dubai. 
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Q. Which Indian companies are the biggest exporters? 

A. According to the Centre for Monitoring of Indian Economy 
(CMIE), the top exporter was Ganapati Exports with exports of 
Rs 971.40 crore in 1994-95.1TC was second with Rs 786.77 crore in 
exports. Essar Shipping (Rs 625.59 crore), TELCO (Rs 582.98 crore) 
and Raj Diamonds (Rs 571.94 crore) took the next three places. 

Q. Which foreign banks have the highest deposits in India? 

A. According to the Finance Ministry, Citibank had the larg¬ 
est deposits of Rs 6091 crore in India as on March 31, 1995, fol¬ 
lowed by Grindlays ANZ with Rs 4575 crore and Hong Kong 
Bank with.Rs 3453 crore. 

Q. Which are the biggest advertising agencies in India? 

A. The biggest advertising agency in India is Hindustan Th¬ 
ompson Associates (HTA) with billings of Rs 410.69 crore, followed 
by Lintas with Rs 339.44 crore and Mudra with Rs 240.19 crore. 

Q. In terms of size, what is the rank of India's economy in 
world economy? 

A. India has the sixth largest economy in the world, which 
in a few years will become the world's fourth, according to a 
reference annual, 'Information Please Almanac' published by a 
US company. Many analysts feel that Europe dominated the 19th 
century, US the 20th century and the 21st century would be 
dominated by Asian countries. 

Q. Which places is the East Coast Road supposed to link? 

A. Madras to Cuddalore. 

Q. With which company is Indian Oil tying up with to set 
up a petrochemical unit in Punjab? 

A. Saudi Arabian petrochemical giant Aramco. It will set up 
a Tefinery, a petrochemical unit and a power plant in Punjab. 

Q. What is a limited company? 

A. A registered company in which the liability of the mem¬ 
bers is limited to the value of their investment, or share capital. 

Q. What is a scheduled bank? 

A. A scheduled bank is one that is included in the second 
schedule of the RBI. 

Q. Where is Hindustan Organic Chemicals Ltd situated? 

A. Rasayani. 

Q. When was Central Excise Day observed? 

A. February 24. 

Q. What are FCNR deposits? 

A. Foreign Currency Non-Resident deposits. 

Q. With which company is Hero Motors tying up with to 
make motorcycles? 

A. BMW of Germany. The company will make the 650 cc 
motorcycle Funduro with a price tag of Rs 4.5 lakhs. 

Q. Which company has launched the shampoo 'Organics'? 

A. Hindustan Lever. 

Q. What is EUc 18? 

A. It is the name of the new cosmetics range launched by 
Lakme. Elle 18 is targetted at teenagers. 

Q. Which, according to Fortune, are the most admired com¬ 
panies? 

A. The five most admired companies according to Fortune 
magazine, are: Coca Cola, Procter & Gamble, Rubbermaid, 
Johnson & Johnson and Intel. 

Q. Who has written the book. Competing For The Future ? 


A. C.K. Prahlad, co-authored with Gary Hamel. 

Q. Which company has plans to make an environment- 
friendly detergent? 

A. The National Aluminium Company Ltd (NALCO), which 
has bought the knowhow for Zeolite 'A', an ingredient to make 
environment-friendly detergents. The technology was developed 
by the Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research Institute 
(CSMCRI), Bhavnagar and was sold for Rs 1.35 crore to NALCO 
by the National Research Development Corporation (NRDC). 

Q. To which country does Nokia Telecommunications be¬ 
long? 

A. Finland. It is the second largest seller of phone handsets 
in the country, after Motorola. 

Q. Which company has launched disposable contact 
lenses? 

A. Bausch & Lomb. The monthly disposable contact lenses 
are called Occasions. 

Q. What is TQM? 

A. Total Quality Management. 

Q. Which product is Liberty shoes diversifying into? 

A. Cigarette lighters. It plans to launch two models, Styhte 
for the urban market and Sholay for the rural market. 

Q. What is a bazooka? 

A. Bazooka is actually a portable weapon for firing armour 
piercing rockets. It is also the name of Videocon's television which 
uses woofer technology. 

Q. How many workers does the textile industry employ in 
India? 

A. 10 lakh workers It is the single largest organised indus¬ 
try in the country. 

Q. According to the WTO, what is India's share in World 
Merchandise exports? 

A. India’s share in world exports for 1994 was between 0.5 
to 1.0%. 

Q. Which company launched the first cellular phone service? 

A. Modi Telstra in Calcutta. 

Q. What is Windows '95? 

A. It is a computer operating system launched by Microsoft 

Q. What is the savings rate in India? 

A. According to the Central Statistics Organisation (CSO) 
there has been a 3% rise in India's savings rate for 1994-95, which 
touched 24.4% of the GDP at constant prices 

Q. What is Econometrics? 

A. Econometrics is the application of mathematical methods 
and models for the study of economic problems. 

Q. Where is the Asian Development Bank located? 

A. Manila in Philippines. 

Q. Which State has been declared wholly backward? 

A. Under the new Industrial Policy, Arunachal Pradesh has 
been declared wholly backward. 

Q. In the category of trucks and buses, which company holds 
the maximum market share? 

A. Telco. In trucks, it holds 75% share while Ashok Leyland 
holds 24%. In LCVs, it holds 54% market share and Bajaj Tempo 
23%. In buses, it holds 60% market share and Ashok Leyland 
40%. The figures are for 1994-95. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

THE COMPETITION MASTER’S GUIDE TO MANAGEMENT RELATED COURSES 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations Insti . 
tutes should send us information well in advance to be included here Readers ! 
are advised to assess their own suitability before applying—this feature is ' 
not a recommendation of any course or institute 

Advertising 

Post Graduate Diploma In Advertising Management (PGDAM)— 

(1 year) Eligibility Graduate in any discipline Admission is based on group 
discussion and interview Apply to Director Admissions National Institute of 
Advertising, No 1, Mohammadpur Bhikaji Cama Place New Delhi—tio 066 
with a DD of Rs 250 Last date May 15, 1996 

Computers 

Master of Computer Applications (MCA)— (3 year full time) Written 
test June 29 1996 Last date May 30,1996 Apply to Manager Pnnting and 
Publications Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra -132119 with a DD of Rs 65 I 
Other courses in computers such as M Tech, M Sc and Diploma have also 
been advertised 

Cost Accountancy 

Foundation Course Eligibility Graduate or 10*2 after qualifying the 
Foundation Exam, held in June and December Apply to The Institute of Cost 1 
and Wbrks Accountants of India 12 Sudder Street Calcutta 700 016 with a 
DD of R< 50 Delhi Office NIRC of ICWAI, 3 Institutional Area Lodi Road New 
Delhi 110 003 

Defence 

NDA and Navel Academy Examination To be held on September 15 i 
1996 Last date April 30 1996 Eligibility Class 12 and date of birth between 
2 July 1978 and 1 January 1981 Apply on the prescnbed format to Secretary 
Union Public Service Commission Dhoipui House New Delhi 110 011 

I 

Management I 

1 MBAsnd diplomas In other disciplines (IGNOU) Eligibility Bachelors 
degree with 3 years experience, master s degree or professional qualifications 
Written test dates Apnl 20 and July 20,1996 Apply to INDOMAT Cell, CMC ! 
Limited, A-5 Ring Ftoxl NDSE Part I New Delhi -110 049 with a DD of Rs 100 I 
2. Poet Graduate Diploma in Buslneas Management (PGDBM), Mas- 1 
tar In International Business (MIB}— (2 years full time) Eligibility Graduate I 
with minimum 50% marks Written test May 26,1996/June 2.1996 Last date 
May 5, 1996/May 25, 1996 for PGDBM/MIB courses respectively Apply to 
Director Symbiosis Centre for Management and HRD, Senapati Bapat Road 
Pune - 411 004 with a DD of Rs 350 

3 MBA— (2 years, full time) Eligibility Graduate with minimum 50% marks 
Written test June 23,1996 Last date April 20.1996 Apply to Dean MS Patel ; 
Institute, Faculty of Management Studies, The MS University of Baroda, | 
Opposite University Mam Office Fatehgunj, Vadodara 390 002 with a DD 
of Rs 200 

4 Master of Business Administration (USA), international Business 
(MIB), Finance and Control (MFC) and Marketing Technology (MMT)~ (2 I 
years, full time Eligibility Graduate with 50% marks Written test June 30,1996 
for MBA and June 23, 1996 for others Last date June 4, 1996 Apply to 
Manager Pnnting and Publications, Kurukshetra University Kurukshetra, with 

a DD of Rs 65 

5 PG Diploma In Business Administration (Cooperation) —Eligibility j 


Graduate/Post graduate with at least 50% marks Written test May 2526,1996 Last 
date May 4,1996 Apply to l^nthMehteNatnn^lnstXute of Cocperative Manage¬ 
ment, University Road, Pune - 411 007 with a DD of Rs 165 

6 PGDBM— (2-year full time or 3-year part time) Written test May 18, 
1996 Last date Apnl 30,1996, Apply to Jagan Institute of Management Studies, 
01/9 West Enclave Pitampura Delhi - 110 034 with a DD of Rs 300 

7 MBA— Eligibility Graduate m any discipline Written test July 7,1996 
Last date June 8 1996 Apply to Director MBA Programme, Department of 
Commerce, University of Gorakhpur, Gorakhpur 273 009 with a DD of Re 400 

8 Diploma in Planning and Management— (2 years, residential) Eligi¬ 
bility Graduate Last date May 11 1996 Apply to Indian Institute of Planning 
and Management, Rom No B12 ISI 10 Institutional Area. Lodi Road, New 
Delhi 110 003 with MO of Rs 300 

9 MBA, MIB, MFC and MMT (2 years) Eligibility Graduate with minimum 
50% marks Written test June 19, 1996 Last date May 18,1996 Apply to 
Registrar, GJ University, Hisar with a DD of Rs 60 

10 Bachelor of Business Studies (3 years full time) Eflgbkty Senior Sec¬ 
ondary Exam wdh minimum 70% marks and age 17 years as on October 1, 1996. 
Written test June 9 1996 Last date May 10,1996 Apply id Admn Officer, Colege 
of Business Studies Vivek Vihar Delhi 110 095 with a DD of Rs 300 

Distance Learning 

1 Diplomas In Management, Mar k e t ing and Personnel— <18 months) 
Eligibility Graduate Written test May 26,1996 Apply to International Institute 
of Management Sciences BF-37, Salt Lake City Sector-! Calcutta - 700 064 
with a DD of Rs 200 

2 Management of Business Finance (MBF)— Eligibility Graduate Ap¬ 
ply to Indian Institute of Finance, Community Centre, Ashok Vihar, PO Box 
8486 Delhi 110 052 with a DD of Rs 200 

Hotel Management 

1 Diploma In Hotel Management (Taj Group of Hotels)— (3 years) 
Eligibility Class '2 Apply to Indian Institute of Hotel Management, Rauza Bagh, 
Aurangabad 431 001 with a DD of Rs 250 

2 Part/Full Time Courses in Hotel Management— Last date May 15, 
1996 Apply to Shn Shakti College of Hotel Management II Floor Venus Shop¬ 
ping Plaza, Begumpet, Hyderabad - 500 016 along with DD of Rs 125 for full tone 
and Rs 75 for part time course 

3 Diploma in Hotel Management— Eligibility Class 12 and age 17-22 
years Apply to Merit Swiss Asian School of Hotel Management Post Box 3031 
No 2 Morrtieth Road Egmore, Madras • 600 008 with a DD of Rs 300 

4 Bachelor In Hotel Managemant— EligXxfity Minimum 45% marks m class 
12 Selection on toe basis of interview to be held n May/June 1996 Apply to Rapfag " 
College of Hotel Management, Kavoor, Mangalore 575 015 with a DD of Rs 200. 

Pilot 

Commercial Pilot License, Instrument Rating and other couraes- 

EhgMty Class 12 with Maths and Physics Apply to Orient Flight School, 40 
GST Road, Madras - 600 016 with a DD of Rs 200 

Tourism 

Master of Tourism Management— (2-year full time) Eligibility Gradu¬ 
ate with minimum 50% marks Written test June 2 1996 Last date May 1, 
1996 Apply to Manager Printing and Publications, Kurukshetra University, 
Kurukshetra with a DD of Rs 65 




PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"We cannot always oblige, but we 
can always speak obligingly." 

—Voltaire 

It may not be possible for all to 
help others with money or material but 
to speak sweet and soothing to the 
needy, is within our reach and re¬ 
sources. 'Courtesy costs nothing but 
carries a message of care and concern 
for others' feelings.' In the same vein 
we can speak with utmost consideration 
and thus win the appreciation of those 
who are known to us as well as of those 
who may be complete strangers. It is 
not given to all to be liberal with one's 
pocket and be a donor all the time. But 
a word of compassion and a gesture of 
fellow-feeling can go a long way in 
alleviating the burden of tension and 
trauma that confront most of us at 
every moment of our passions and 
pursuits. Those who shirk to speak in 
civilised tones and shew venom all the 
time, stand condemned here and here¬ 
after. Since we expect others to behave 
politely with us, it is incumbent on us 
as well to set the tone of good 
behaviour and warm welcome towards 
others. A smile can win many friends 
and a sneer can create unnecessary 
irritation and ill-will all round. A 
person who talks in measured but 
mellowed tones endears himself to all. 
He needs no recommendation to feel at 
ease in the company of others because 
he represents the sun-shine of character 
that has become so rare in the woe- 
ridden milieu of the present day world. 
In order to sweeten the bitter cup of 
life, we must, without exception and 
excuse, speak obligingly on all occa¬ 
sions. 


"Between craft and credibility the 
voice of reason is stifled." 

—Edmund Burke. 

Craft represents the dubious designs 
of a fox, whereas credibility stands for the 
blind believing of all that is said or 
rumoured. Since the former signifies the 
doings of a cunning and the latter brings 
out die ever readiness on the part of some 
to take others' words as gospel truth, the 
voice and vitality of reason stands to 
suffer the most. With the help of their 
ways the crafty try to befool others and 
thus grind their own grains with means 
fair or foul or both. The credulous wallow 
about in half-truths or pure lies that are 
scattered before them in sugar-coated tales 
and anecdotes. However hard the rational¬ 
ist may try to redeem both the cunning 
and the credulous from their self-deceptive 
mirage of life, the result is anything but 
rewarding. His efforts are frustrated by the 
deep-rooted hold of habit that refuses to 
respond to anything reasonable and 
enlightened. Just as a few species of-the 
animal world thrive and throb in mud 
and mine, similarly, in the domain of 
human bangs, the crafty and the blind 
believer seem to enjoy the malaise of their 
respective worlds. Between the two 
extremes, the rationalist with his reason 
and argument, feels suffocated and 
silenced. Since the path adopted by a 
reasonable person is beset with difficulties, 
doubts and distractions of all types, 
ordinary human beings opt for short-cuts 
and 'easy to achieve' goals of life. Men 
armed with reason have to tread the paths 
of life warily and it is quite an uphill a 
task to change the well-entrenched modes 
of life that craft and credibility have 
brought about over a long period of 


time. 

"The light of knowledge can 
never dawn on the proud." 

—Mahatama Gandhi. 

Only the humble can take in the 
fragrance and profundity of knowledge, 
which in turn adds meaning to life and 
I its manifold pursuits. The light of 
knowledge always illuminates the dark 
and ignorant comers of human person¬ 
ality. Conversely, for those soaked in the 
slush of pride and self-conceit, the rays 
of knowledge seldom touch them. Just 
as water tends to stay on the surface of 
a slive, similarly the light of wisdom 
: refuses dawn on the proud. Knowledge 
comes to the willing and voluntary bent 
of mind. The proud, who gloats over 
his ignorance and makes a mockery of 
books and other sources of wisdom, is a 
loser of such exultation and exuberance 
as only the learned know and enjoy. 

Just as it is a waste of time and energy 
to cast pearls before swine, in the same 
way, it is like taking an unwilling horse to 
the well of knowledge and fail to make it 
agree to taste the fruits of knowledge. 
The proud wallows in his pride and 
does not see what great minds have to 
say or communicate. They are so 
blinded by the arrogance of their pride 
and 'frog-like mentality’ that they treat 
it below their dignity to come out of the 
cob-web of their own 'make-believe' 
world of images and illusions. In a way 
they are the unfortunate creatures of 
this earth who prefer to creep in their 
pride rather than soar on the wings of 
knowledge. The proud lives and dies in 
utter ignorance whereas the knowledge¬ 
able feasts himself with the delicacies of 
words. 
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Recent Economic News 


nw «s» cram ano nwngiry ps*f 

The Reserve Sank of Into* made * rate of changes iiKludting reduction of 
Cash itaerve Ratio (CSS) by another 1% and changes in (he existing norms in 
non-resident External Rupee Accounts: (NRE) schemes, export credit refinance 
and elective credit refinance hi ti* first half credit and monetary policy for 1996- 
97. 

The CRS. has been brought down from 14 to 13%, toe CRR on NRE accounts 
from 10% to zero, white the NRE deposit rate W been freed for two years. RBI 
governor C. Rangarajan said that the central objective of doing to& was price 
stability. Stable prices provided die most conducive environment for growth and 
inflation control was the target. Hiking into account tfc GDP growth of 6% the 
fate of expanskmof money supply (Mj) in the economy should be between 15,5- , 
16%. It is expected that bank deposits would increase by Kb 68,006 dost (16%> 
and credit provided by banks by 20%. 

The reduction in OCR is expected to release Rs 3800 crone in the economy 
and another Rs 1,400 acre due to the removal of CRR on NRE accounfs. At the 
same time, Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) has been reduced on outstanding 
NRE accounts bean 30 to 25%. 

RBI said it was also withdrawing existing restrictions on Money Market 
Mutual Funds (MMMFs). These would now be available to corporates and oto- t 
ere at par with other mutual funds. 

lie following are the highlights of toe new policy: 

■ Cash reserve ratio reduced from 14 to 13% in two phases of 0.5% each. 

■ SLR on outstanding liabilities under NRE accounts scheme reduced from 
30 to 25%. 

■ No CRR to be raantained on NRE deposits. 

■ Interest rates on NRE term deposits of over two years heed. 

■ Corporates allowed to invest in MMMFs. 

■Banks allowed to fixtfedr own Aggregate gap limits for forex transactions. 

■ 45% refinance of outstanding export credit 

nrai S cfawm to on set « a> i flows of tanks and ttnoftsm 

The Eiqjcstdmport Bank (EXIM) has introduced a guarantee and refinance 
scheme to protect the creh flows erf banks and exporters. Any payment made by 
toe EXIM Bank, on invocation of its guarantee by a commercial bank, will be 
treated as refinance. The exporter can thus continue to do business without his 
cash flow being affected on account of defaults by overseas buyers. It would also 
strengthen toe position of toe hank by protecting its loan assets. 

The programme is conceived an adlitoting uninterrupted exports and would 
cover pmkdmmtai credits extended by commercial banks. 
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ELECTIONS 

Election Commission announces 
schedule 

T HE Election Commission (EC) an¬ 
nounced on March 19, 1996 a 3-day 
poll schedule for the Lok Sabha elections. 
The nation will vote on April 27, May 2 
and May 27,19%. Elections to the assem¬ 
blies of West Bengal, Kerala, Haryana, 
Assam and Tamil Nadu and the Union 
Territory of Pondicherry would be held 
simultaneously There will be no Assem¬ 
bly elections in Uttar Pradesh where the 
President's rule has been extended for 6 
months By-elections to 14 assembly con¬ 
stituencies in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Orissa and 
Karnataka will also be held Over 590 
million voters will be able to vote in nearly 
8 25 lakh polling stations for 543 constitu¬ 
encies The EC has declared about 25 per 
cent of the seats as sensitive from the point 
of view of violence or VIP constituencies. 

J&K Elections- The EC also an¬ 
nounced that elections to 3 seats in the 
Kashmir Valley would be held separately 
on May 21,19% Jammu and Kashmir has 
6 seats, of which 3 are in the Kashmir 
Valley But on March 25, the EC decided 
to revise the schedule for J&K. The new 
schedule has been announced in view of 
May 21 being observed as hartal on ac¬ 
count of the death anniversary of Maulvi 
Farooq. Elections will now be held in J&K 
on May 7, May 23 and May 30. J&K thus 
gets the maximum time for campaigning. 

10th Lok Sabha ends with walk-out: 
The 10th Lok Sabha, which was 
characterised by economic reforms on the 
one hand and a number of multi-crore 
scams on toe other hand, ended its last 
session on the February 12,19%. The last 
day of the session began with a threat horn 
the Opposition to bring down the govern¬ 
ment on the hawala case. BJFs hawaia 
motion, however, fizzled out as some 
members of the Left Front tried to bring 


out an amendment to the motion. Finally, 
the motion was rejected by voice vote af¬ 
ter all major political parties had walked 
out of the house. 

President withholds assent to poll- 
eve ordinances: President Shankar Dayal 


Sharma, on March 19,19%, refused to pro¬ 
mulgate two ordinances which were al¬ 
legedly designed to improve the electoral 
prospects of the Congress. These ordi¬ 
nances, one towards reducing the cam¬ 
paign period from three to two weeks and 
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the other to extend reservation to Dalit 
Christians, were sent to the President by 
the Home Ministry. These ordinances gen¬ 
erated a lot of heat and the parties ap¬ 
proached the President against any such 
proclamation. Dr Sharma said, passing the 
ordinances would amount to constitu¬ 
tional impropriety because the Parliament, 
from which die present government draws 
its mandate, would not meet again to 
ratify them. The President's stand was 
hailed by the Opposition but caused an 
embarrassment for the ruling government. 

In refusing, the President has exer¬ 
cised the safeguard provided by the 44th 
Amendment against Article 74, which 
makes it obligatory for the President to 
act according to the advice of the Council 
of Ministers. 

Model Code of Conduct: With the 
announcement of election schedule, the 
Model Code of Conduct came into force 
on March 19,19%. The code debars par¬ 
ties or candidates to invoke caste or com¬ 
munal feeling for votes. It also states 
that no party or candidate shall indulge 
in any activity which may aggravate ex¬ 
isting differences or create mutual hatred 
between different caste and communities. 
It brings criticism on private life of candi¬ 
dates out of the scope of campaigning. 

The code has special guidelines for 
the party in power. It debars the use of 
any official machinery or infrastructure 
for campaigning and prohibits the mix¬ 
ing of official tours with poll campaigns 
or any announcements on any gainful 
policy or project. 

On March 27, 19% the EC also an¬ 
nounced model code for the electronic 
media, to ensure that the media give un¬ 
biased coverage to the parties. The code 
of conduct is being taken seriously by the 
EC. 

Religion not to be poll plank: The 
Supreme Court warned political parties 
not to gamer votes in the name of reli¬ 
gion. Giving a verdict on a petition seek¬ 
ing a review of an earlier judgement on 
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the use of Hindutva in the campaign, the 
Court said that it did not permit anyone to 
seek votes on the basis of religion. 

Political Parties Get into Action: Soon 
after the announcement of election sched¬ 
ule, political parties started intensifying 
their activities for ensuring their better 
standing in the Lok Sabha. 

On March 22, 1996, the CPI(M) be¬ 
came the first political party to release the 
list of its candidates as also its manifesto 
for the 11th Lok Sabha elections. 

The Congress President P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, on March 24, formally 
launched the party’s election campaign 
from the Red Fort. In his speech he warned 
people against attempts to exploit caste and 
religious sentiments. On March 27, Con¬ 
gress, amidst differences amongst its mem¬ 
bers, announced a poll tie-up with 
AIADMK. 

Differences surfaced within the Janata 
Dal over the electoral understanding with 
Bahujan Samaj Party and the Samajwadi 
Party. On March 25, the Janata Dal and the 
Samajwadi Party (SP) of Mulayam Singh 
forged into electoral alliance in UP. The 
decision of Janata Dal to contest 16 seats 


from UP, leaving a big share for the SP, 
also created some rift within the ranks of 
the JD. Finally, on March 30, the UP unit 
of JD delinked itself from the parent unit 
as several JD members joined Congress. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party President, 
Mr L.K. Advani, announced on March 24 
to make Hindutva the BJFs mascot. BJP 
decided to project itself as the lone chal¬ 
lenger to the Congress under the leader¬ 
ship of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Fight for symbols: On March 12,19%, 
the EC rejected the claim of Narain Dutt 
Tiwari group to be the 'real' Indian Na¬ 
tional Congress. It allowed the Congress-I to 
retain the 'hand' symbol. 

The Election Commission also de¬ 
clined the request of Tiwari group for the 
symbol 'two bullocks' or 'folded hands'. 
Subsequently, the Commission approved 
'a lady with flowers in her hand’ as elec¬ 
tion symbol of the All India Indira Con¬ 
gress. 

The Supreme Court directed the All 
India Indira Congress to add the suffix 
Tiwari' in its name so that there was no 
room for confusion. 

Supreme Court makes parties ac- 
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countable for expenses: The Supreme 
Court has ruled that expenditure incurred 
by a political party on a candidate in an 
election would fall within the prescribed 
ceiling of expenses if the source of money 
was not revealed. It said that parties not 
maintaining books of accounts and not 
filing income tax returns could not take 
advantage of the provision exempting the 
expenditure incurred by parties on their 
candidates. The judgement prohibits use 
of unaccounted money in an election. Fil¬ 
ing of income tax returns becomes com¬ 
pulsory and the revenue secretary can 
initiate inquiry against parties violating 
the law. 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Hazratba! crisis once again 

0 |N March 24, 19% crisis again en¬ 
gulfed the historic Hazratbal shrine 
which houses the holy hair of Prophet 
Mohammed. During an encounter between 
security forces and the JKLF militants, 9 
militants and 2 policemen were killed. Fol¬ 
lowing successful negotiahoas, the militants 
vacated the shrine on March 26 and J&K 
Aimed Police took control of the shrine. 

There was another attempt by the 
militants to enter the shrine on March 30. 
1 lowever, JK Police thwarted all attempts. 
In an encounter with the militants 22 of 
them were killed. JKLF faction chief Shabir 
Siddiqi and others who had vacated the 
shrine earlier were among those killed. 

Human Rights Activist Killed: Law¬ 
yer and human rights activist Jalil Andrabi 
was detained by Rashtriya Rifles on March 
8, 1996 and then declared missing. On 
March 28, his decomposed body was 
found in Srinagar. The police are investi¬ 
gating the case, but popular perception is 
that he died in custody. Normal Ufe was 
brought to a halt as people protested by 
observing a bandh. The killing has also 
evoked strong protests from international 
human rights groups and has threatened 


to tarnish India's reputation. 

Fizzling Militancy: The bold initiatives 
of four top militant leaders for entering into 
a dialogue with the Union Government fur¬ 
ther got a boost on March 10,19% when 80 
Kashmiri militants, a majority of them hail¬ 
ing from Hizbul Mujahiddeen, laid down 
their aims. Thus, evidence is picking up to 
suggest the growing disenchantment of the 
militant cadres in the Valley. Responding to 
the changing environment, the Centre in¬ 
vited the militant leaders to New Delhi for 
talks. Amidst criticism from Pakistan, the first 
ever direct dialogue between die government 
and the militants was held on March 15. The 
talks were held between Union Home Min¬ 
ister S.B. Chavan and a group of four mili¬ 
tants which is now working under the banner 
of Forum for Permanent Solution of Jammu 
and Kashmir. To end the gun culture, the 
militants suggested a three-point formula for 
building confidence. During the talks, the 
Home Minister categorically ruled out the 
demand by a section to have tripartite nego¬ 
tiations which included Pakistan. 

The Delhi talks led to the appoint¬ 
ment of a high-powered three-member 
team, headed by V.K. Jain, Special Secretary 
(Home), to work out modalities for further 
discussions with the Kashmiri leaders. After 
having a successful start at Jammu on March 
21, the three-member Central team experi¬ 
enced a mild setback when two of the four 
former Kashmiri militants boycotted the 
second round of talks in Srinagar on March 
23,19%, protesting against the announce¬ 
ment of the elections. The talks focused on 
the three demands by the militant lead¬ 
ers, which included ending of aggres¬ 
sive operations by security forces, release 
of prisoners and disarming of 'pro-gov¬ 
ernment' militants. 


SCANDALS 

CBI to probe Bihar Fodder Scam 


T HE constitution of a one-man commis¬ 
sion by the Bihar Government, to go 
into withdrawals in excess of the bud¬ 


geted amounts from various treasuries by 
officials of Animal Husbandry Depart¬ 
ment, could not satisfy the opposition. Fol¬ 
lowing the insistence of non-Janata Dal 
parties, the Patna High Court on March 
11,1996 directed the CBI to probe into the 
multi-crore scandal. Suspending investi¬ 
gations by the State Police, the Court di¬ 
rected the CBI to complete the investiga¬ 
tions within four months. Contesting that 
under Article 226 of the Constitution the 
High Court has no jurisdiction to order 
the CBI probe without the consent of 
the State Government, the Bihar Gov¬ 
ernment, on March 15, 19%, moved a 
petition before the Supreme Court. The 
petition was rejected and the green sig¬ 
nal was given to the CBI to probe into 
the Rs 500-crore scam. 


SC assumes monitoring of 
Chandraswamy probe 

"EXPRESSING its dissatisfaction with the 
JCiprogress made by CBI in probing 
various charges against Chandraswamy, 
the Supreme Court, on March 25, 1996, 
took over the day-to-day monitoring of 
the CBl's investigation. The cases against 
Chandraswamy include criminal asso¬ 
ciation with underworld dons Dawood 
Ibrahim and Babloo Srivastava, the St 
Kitts forgery case and violations of 
FERA and Income Tax rules. 
Chandraswamy had spent Rs 300 crore 
on about 1000 foreign trips and the 
Court wondered about the source of the 
funds. 

The government, however, ex¬ 
pressed its helplessness on April 2, in 
taking any action regarding violation 
of the FERA by the godman. Revenue 
secretary mentioned difficulties in the 
investigations. The Supreme Court 
made the chiefs of the investigating 
agencies personally answerable regard¬ 
ing the cases. The Court expressed dis¬ 
pleasure over the tardy conduct of 
investigations. 

MAY -96 COMPETITION MASTER 870 



CURRENT AFFAIRS 


NATIONAL 


CBI files case against 4 JMM 
MPs 

a '4 March 27,19% the CBI informed 
he Delhi High Court that it had reg¬ 
istered FIRs against four members of Lok 
Sabha under the Prevention of Corruption 
Act. The issue, involving four associates 
of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM), sur¬ 
faced into prominence with the filing of a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) by the 
Rashtriya Mukti Morcha in February, 19%. 
The PIL alleged that Suraj Mandal, 
Shailendra Mahto, Shibu Soren and Simon 
Marandi had received huge amounts of 
money in 1993, to vote against the no-con¬ 
fidence motion faced by the Rao Govern¬ 
ment. To expedite settlement of the con¬ 
troversy, the Court expressed that the CBI 
should complete the investigations by 
April 12,1996. 


Mumbai Port Trust Scandal 

T HE CBI Bled a FIR against the Mumbai 
Port Trust (MPT) Chairman and now 
State Chief Secretary D.K. Afzulpurkar and 
Deputy Chairman B.R Pandey for dishon¬ 
estly flouting government instructions and 
board guidelines in the matter of allotting 
prime commercial space to its counsel, 
Kiran Choudhary, at a fraction of the cost. 
Investigations by the CBI revealed that in 
1993 the rooms in the office complex of 
the MPT had been leased to Choudhary, 
the daughter-in-law of Bansi Lai, at the 
throwaway price of Rs 57.20 per square 
metre when the market rate exceeded Rs 
1000 per square metre. In turn, Choudhary 
sub-leased the accommodation to a pri¬ 
vate company, helping her to reap size¬ 
able profits. This is the first time that the 
State's Chief Secretary has been the sub¬ 
ject of official investigation. 

The investigations show irregularities 
in the MPT as well as the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port Trust (JNPT). They relate to the time 
when Jagdish Tytler was the Minister for 
Surface Transport. Choudhary is the gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Delhi unit of the Con¬ 


gress (I) and was appointed the counsel 
for MPT, JNPT and Delhi Transport Cor¬ 
poration by Tytler. 

In a strange turn, CBI superintendent 
Y.R Singh, who was handling the case, was 
transferred back to the State. But the 
charges of lowering the rent in an ar¬ 
bitrary manner and flouting rules for 
allotting the premises to Choudhary 
are likely to remain, even though there 
are allegations that these are politi¬ 
cally motivated. 


ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
White Paper on Chakma 
Refugees 

O N March 15, 1996 the Arunachal 
Pradesh government released a white 
paper on the Chakma and Hajong refu¬ 
gees' issue. It said that during the last 
three decades, the issue has been a mat¬ 
ter of simmering discontent among in¬ 
digenous tribal people of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The 84-page paper alleged that 
it was a casual decision of the Governor 
of Assam, on April 10,1964, to settle the 
refugees in Arunachal Pradesh without 
taking into consideration the legal pro¬ 
tection of the indigenous tribal people 
and their tradition, culture and customs. 
The origin of the problem lies in the 
manner of settlement as it had violated 
principles and legal provisions. It says 
that the customary laws of indigenous 
tribals have been violated and tradi¬ 
tional rights encroached upon by allow¬ 
ing the settlement of the Chakma and 
Hajong refugees. 

The paper states that highly exagger¬ 
ated cases of alleged human rights viola¬ 
tions have been raised by Chakma leaders. 
The demand for citizenship to the refu¬ 
gees have created panic in the minds of 
local people that they would be reduced 
to a minority. The paper says that the very 
polity of Arunachal is in jeopardy. It says 
that the time has come to redress the long 


pending grievances of the local people of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 


RIGHT TO LIFE 

Attempt to suicide penal offence 

T HE Supreme Court on March 21,19% 
ruled that an attempt to suicide or 
its abetment was a penal offense. It re¬ 
versed its earlier judgement which had 
declared that the provisions for punish¬ 
ment under the Indian Penal Code were 
unconstitutional. It rejected all conten¬ 
tions challenging Section 306 of the IPC 
(abetment) which provides for punish¬ 
ment upto 10 years imprisonment and a 
fine. It also upheld the constitutional 
validity of Section 309 IPC (attempt to 
commit suicide) which provides for 
simple imprisonment upto one year or 
fine or both. The ruling of the Supreme 
Court states that the right to life as guar¬ 
anteed under Article 21 of the Indian 
Constitution, did not include the right 
to die. Thus, the Supreme Court over¬ 
ruled the judgments of the High Courts 
of Bombay and Delhi, as also its own 
judgment of 1994 which declared Sec¬ 
tion 309 of the IPC as unconstitutional. 
The judges clarified that they had not 
taken into consideration the debate on 
euthanasia (mercy killing) and said that 
it was a matter of policy which fell 
within the domain of legislature. 


INDIA-RUSSIA 

Pact on hotline between Delhi 
and Moscow 


D URING the visit of Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov, on March 
30,1996, two agreements on opening 
a New Delhi-Moscow hotline and edu¬ 
cational, scientific and cultural ex¬ 
changes were signed. Mr Primakov 
stated that Russia backed India's 
stand that Kashmir was a bilateral 
matter to be resolved within the 
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framework of the Simla Agreement 
Strengthening the relations between 
the two countries was a strategic goal 
of his country 


INDIA-EU 

New Cooperation agreement 
offered 

nPHE European Union offered a new co- 
X operation agreement with India to up¬ 
grade and promote relations The Foreign 
Ministers of EU troika, comprising current 
President Italy, past President of Spam and 
incoming President of Ireland, and Euro¬ 
pean Commission Vice-President Manual 
Martin met Prune Minister Rao and Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs Minister Mukeijee dunng 
their visit on March 4,19% 

Howpver, theFU remained non-com¬ 
mittal to India s inclusion in the next 
Europe-Asia summit to be held in Lon¬ 
don The country had already been ex¬ 
cluded from the recent summit held m 
Bangkok 


TAIWAN 

Lee wins Historic Election 

"PRESIDENT Lee Teng-Hui stormed to 
X a resounding victory in Taiwan's first 
direct presidential elections held on March 
23,19% Lee s win was a message of de¬ 
fiance to Beijing, which tried for weeks 
with menacing war games to deter the 
voters The strategy evidently backfired 
and instead of scaring Taiwan's 14 3 mil¬ 
lion voters it increased support for Lee's 
defiance of China 

Evidence of anb-China senbment was 
visible in the strong showing bv a candi¬ 
date advocating severing ties with the 
mainland m favour of an independent 
Taiwan 

China had threatened to recover Tai 
wan by force if it became independent As 
a pressure tectic the United States sent a 
naval fleet off the coast of Taman and in¬ 
sisted on a peaceful settlement of tensions 
between Taiwan and China The Chinese 
conducted military exercises close to the 
island using live ammunition and fired 


missiles into the sea close to Taiwan, but 
later assured the US that they did not plan 
to invade Taiwan 

As expected, a war of words broke 
out between USA and China China at¬ 
tacked the US House of Representatives 
for passing a mobon to defend Taiwan in 
case of a Chinese attack as an encroach¬ 
ment on Beijing's sovereignty The US had 
expressed support for Taiwan's election, 
hailed as the first bme m 5,000 years of 
history that Chinese people were electing 
their leader 


BANGLADESH 
Begum Zla Steps down 

"DANGLADESH Prime Minister Khaleda 
X/Zia resigned on March 30,19%, amidst 
unprecedented pohbcal upheaval in the 
country President Abdur Rahman Biswas 
dissolved the Parliament, as Bangladeshis 
heaved a sigh of relief at the resoluhon of 
the polibcal crisis which had seen coun¬ 
trywide non-cooperahon movement that 
had brought the country to a standstill 


ENVIRONMENT 

Land degradation continues in 

India 

XTEARLY half of the total geographical 
l\larea of 329 million has degraded in 
India, while more of it is being degraded 
every year, according to the 13th report of 
the Parliament Standing Committee on 
Science, Technology, Environment and For¬ 
ests The Committee did not agree with 
the view of the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests that the target of extending 
the forest cover of 33% of the area could 
not be met due to the inadequate alloca¬ 
tion of funds 

The Committee has emphasised 
compensatory afforestation to take 
place at a faster pace It said that 
during the eighth plan, afforestation 
efforts suffered 
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Former Chief Justice of Bangladesh, 
Vlr Mohammad Habibur Rahman, was 
designated by the President as the chief 
advisor with the status of a Prime Minis¬ 
ter. He has taken the responsibility of head¬ 
ing the non-party interim caretaker 
government and arrange elections to Par- 
iament within 90 days. 

Begum Zia had been sworn in as 
Prime Minister on March 19,19% but had 
;o step down after only 12 days. The anti- 
Khaleda agitation took a decisive turn with 
be holding of last month’s general elec- 
ions, which the Opposition described as 
arcical. Opposition leader and Awami 
League president Sheikh Hasina spear- 
leaded the movement for holding elec- 
ions under a caretaker government and 
had launched a non-cooperation move- 
nent to force Begum Zia out of power. 
Chough Begum Zia had announced sev¬ 
eral concessions, these could not pacify 
ire agitationists. The crisis took an adverse 
him on March 25,19%, when employees 
>f the Bangladesh secretariat declined to 
lccept the 'illegal government'. 

SRI LANKA 

Efforts to end ethnic conflict 

S RI Lanka has begun efforts to find a 
political solution to its ethnic conflict. 
\ devolution package was presented to 
be Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Constitutional reforms, on March 7,19%. 
rhe United National Party (UNP) said, it 
s committed to the concept of devolution 
>f power to the provinces but the party 
loes not want the conversion of Sri Lanka 
nto a federal State. Even the ruling party. 
People's Alliance, is divided over the ques- 
ion of converting the unitary State into a 
ederal one. 

Though it is too early to say whether 
rhe devolution package would be accept- 
tble, there is optimism and the Justice 
Sinister G.L. Peiris is hopeful that the 
conflict would be resolved. 
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NEPAL 

Deuba Government Survives 

T HE six-month old coalition govern¬ 
ment led by Sher Bahadur Deuba sur¬ 
vived the vote of confidence in the 
'Pratinidhi Sabha', Nepal's Lower 
House of Parliament, on March 24, 
1996. The no trust motion was moved 
by the Communists Party of Nepal 
and was rejected by 106 to 90 votes. 
The party had accused the govern¬ 
ment with charges of creating politi¬ 
cal instability, violating human rights 
and wrecking the national economy. 
In view of the mounting pressure and 
the apparent rift in the Rashtriya 
Prajatantra Party, King Birendra con¬ 
vened a special session of the 
Pratinidhi Sabha on March 20, 1996. 
The defeat of the motion gave a new 
lease of life to Deuba's government. 


US-PAKISTAN 
US clears arms supply 

T HE Clinton administration decided on 
March 20,1996 to proceed with a ship¬ 
ment of arms worth $568 million to Paki¬ 
stan, despite opposition from Congress¬ 
men concerned with Islamabad's recent 
purchase of nuclear weapons related 
equipment from China Barely three weeks 
after the announcement on withholding 
arms to Pakistan, the Clinton administra¬ 
tion decided to proceed with the shipment 
of arms as envisaged under the Brown 
Amendment. The Iran factor and a per¬ 
ception of US losing credibility liave been 
projected by the administration as instru¬ 
mental in the recent decision. Senator 
Hank Brown, author of the Brown Amend¬ 
ment, hailed the decision. But Senatoi 
Larry Pressler, author of Pressler Amend¬ 
ment, which bars aid to Pakistan, con- 


WorW trade growth flows down, says WTO report 

A report published by the World Hade Organisation (WTO) says that after 
a bumper yen: in 1994, world trade expansion slowed slightly to 8 per cent in 
1995. The value of cross border sales of goods and services topped the $6 trillion 
marie for the Brat time. The report predicted that increase in world trade would 
ease further to 7% in 19%, down horn 9.5% growth witnessed in 1994, but still 
well above the growth in aiternatkmal output. 

The US remained the world's biggest trader and deficit nation in 1995, with 
imports at $770.8 billion and exports at $583.9 billion. Germany and Japan fol¬ 
lowed hi die rankings. 

Exports bf office and telecom equipment led the growth items. They now 
account for 12% of merchandise trade, more than farm products. Sales of clothing 
stagnated, due to ease in US demand. 

In overall value terms, world merchandise exports rose by 19% to $4.9 tril¬ 
lion last year. Commercial services like banking and tourism were worth an 
estimated $1.2 trillion, up by 14% since 1994. The big value hike was mainly due 
to the depredation of the dollar agatost most other currencies, 

The volume in trade was in tine with predictions. The boom in 1994 
was regarded as too high to besustainable, The main gains from the 
GAIT agreement, reached in 1994, are not expected before the end of the 
century. 
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demited the decision. 

Chinese plan for N-Bomb: The Wash¬ 
ington Post reported on April 1,19%, that 
US spies in the early 1980s found a blue¬ 
print for building a Pakistani nuclear 
bomb that must have come from China. 
The paper said that the blueprint was 
found in the luggage of Abdul Qadeer 
Khan, Pakistan's nuclear weapon designer. 
However, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister at 
that time, Yakub Khan, denied such a 
programme existed. The report came when 
US officials are weighing evidence that a 
Chinese company sold Pakistan ring mag¬ 
nets for ennching Uranium. 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
China Debunks 
self-determination 

M UCH to Pakistan's discomfiture, 
rhina has debunked the issue of self- 
determination as a 'fraudulent measure' 
being used by Western powers to interfere 
m the affairs of other nations. Speaking at 
the UN Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC), China's representative Pang 
Sen was replying to US and Swedish com¬ 
ments about its human rights rec ord. The 
significance of this statement, however, 
was not lost on Pakistan, which has raised 
the bogey of self-determination with re¬ 
gard to Kashmir. China was supported by 
Iran, with its delegates saying that self 
determination was being used as an in¬ 
strument to beat the developing countries. 


RUSSIA 

Is the former Soviet Union 
reuniting again? 

a I March 15,19%, the lower house of 
ussian Parliament, Duma, voted in 
favour of a resolution reversing the Rus¬ 
sian legislature's decision to renounce the 
1922 treaty that formed the Soviet Union. 
It declared the 1991 accords between Rus¬ 
sia, Ukraine and Belarus invalid and called 


on President Yeltsin to take steps to rein¬ 
tegrate the former Soviet republics. The 
resolution was moved by Russian Com¬ 
munist Party and had the support of 250 
deputies to 98 against. 

Though the resolution cannot bring 
back the former USSR, the vote strength¬ 
ens the impression that the communists 
are becoming popular and are in tune with 
the mood of nostalgia in Russia. However, 
the vote touched off a storm of contro¬ 
versy in Russia. Leaders of the post-So¬ 
viet republics warned of renewed Russian 
imperialism if the Communist Party gets 
back to power in the Presidential elections 
to be held in June. President Eduard 
Shevardnadze of Georgia called for a 
summit of CIS to stop the Communist- 
inspired attempt to undermine the 
sovereignity of the 15 States that are now 
independent. 

The repercussions on the Presidential 
elections were sure to be felt and Yeltsin 
declared the resolution as outrageous and 
scandalous. Afraid that it would derail the 
elections, he indicated that he would veto 
the bill and would block any attempt to 
revive the USSR. US Secretary of State War¬ 
ren Christopher condemned the resolution 
and called it highly irresponsible. 

Kremlin informed the Ambassadors 
of the CIS based in Moscow that the com¬ 
munist sponsored resolution would not 
be implemented. Presidents of the CIS felt 
that there was no way of uniting together 
under Soviet domination. 

Russia and Belarus to merge: Russia 
and Belarus signed a treaty on April 2, 
19%, binding the two Stales into a broad 
economic and political union, the Russia- 
Belarus Union. The Union will be gov¬ 
erned by a executive committee and 
Supreme Council consisting of the Presi¬ 
dents and Prime Ministers of the two coun¬ 
tries. It was also decided to float a common 
currency by 1997 besides unification of the 
budgets. However, the two States will re¬ 
tain their independence, sovereignty, flags 
and national anthem. 


1 


The move provoked an unprec¬ 
edented surge of nationalist and anti-Rus¬ 
sian feelings in Belarus and massive 
demonstrations were held against the 
move under Nationalist Leader Zenon 
Poznyak. 

CIS countries sign treaty: Presidents 
of Russia, Belarus, Kazhakhstan and 
Kryghiz republics signed a treaty on March 
29,19% on their economic and humani¬ 
tarian integration, creating a cooperation 
mechanism within the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). The h're-year 
treaty provides for free flow of capital, 
goods and human resources across the 
boundaries of the four nations. Inspite of 
the union, leaders are unsure whether they 
are creating a new union or merely en¬ 
hancing cooperation. 

Yeltsin Halts Combat in 
Chechnya 

a March 31,19% Russian President 
is YHtsin announced to halt the mili¬ 
tary operations in Chechnya. The announce¬ 
ment to end the 16-month long war in the 
breakaway region of Chechnya came in the 
wake of mounting demonstrations in Moscow, 
St Petersburg and other cities. Since December 
199L when President Yeltsin sent troops toemd 
thethree-yeai oHsdf-prodaimed independence 
of Muslim dominated Chechnya, over 30/100 
people have been killed. Announcing his peace 
plan, President Yeltsin wanted discussions with 
the Chechen leader Dzhokhar Dudayev, but 
affirmed that Russian forces would continue to 
fight terrorism. 


NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 
South Pacific declared N-free 


a [ March 25,19% the United States, 
ritain and France signed a treaty de¬ 
claring 30 million square km of South Pa¬ 
cific a nuclear-free zone. Following an¬ 
nouncement made by France in January, 
19%, to end its nuclear testing, the signing 
of treaty draws an extra significance. The 
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty was 
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adopted in 1985 by the 16-member South 
Pacific Forum. The Treaty bans the testing, 
storage and deployment of nuclear weap¬ 
ons in the zone. However, analysts feel that 
fire treaty will have little more than sym¬ 
bolic significance until a comprehensive test 
ban is affected. On the other hand. New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jim Bolger felt that 
file signing closes a sorry chapter for South 
Pacific. Japan too welcomed the treaty as a 
step towards nuclear non-proliferation. 


IRAN 

Rushdie Exonerated 

O N March 11,19% Iran announced its 
decision to drop the death sentence 
on the Indian-born British writer Salman 
Rushdie, the author of the book The Sa¬ 
tanic \ferses'. The relief came to Rushdie 
after seven years. It was on February 14, 
1989 that the late Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini issued the 'fatwa'- pronouncing 
the death sentence on him and in a radio 
broadcast exhorted all Muslims to carry 
out the sentence. Though Rushdie had 
tendered unqualified apologies for the 
distress causal on account of his book, 
the death sentence was not revoked. Since 
then Rushdie has been living under tight 
security. While distinguishing between 
'fatwa' and 'hukam', Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani disclosed that 
the death sentence was never meant to be 
carried out. 


other 19 people were killed in Jerusalem 
and 13 in Tel Aviv. 

Fighting for political survival, Israel's 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres responded 
to widespread anger by sending the army 
into the West Bank to punish the bomb¬ 
ers' relatives, close Islamist institutions and 
catch as many militants as it could. The 
security forces under PUD'S Yasser Arafat 
also made widespread arrests in the areas 
under its control: 

Summit of Peacemakers. Responding 
to the resurgence of terrorist activities and 
in a bid to keep the Middle East peace 
process alive, leaders from nearly 30 na¬ 
tions participated in a summit on peace 
and terrorism in the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Sharm-el-Sheikh on March 13, 
1996. Bill Clinton and Hosnt Mubarak 
jointly chaired the summit in which Euro¬ 
pean heads of government and represen¬ 
tatives from the Arab Gulf States 
participated. Syria, Iran and Lebanon were 
absentees. The summit was dubbed as a 
PR effort to express support for Peres, 
whose popularity ratings fell. President 
Clinton was also keen to protect his image 
as peacemaker, especially as both leaders 
face elections in their countries. Any fur¬ 
ther bomb attacks would harm the peace 
process and the reputations of the two 
leaders. 

Meanwhile, President Clinton has 
pledged $100 million for an American-Is- 
raeli fight against terrorism. 


MIDDLE EAST 

Terrorist Bombings and a peace 
summit 

B REAKING a six-month respite, Hamas 
suicide bombers struck different cities 
in Israel in March. In Jerusalem, 24 people 
were killed and 60 injured. Another bomb 
exploded in Ashkelon, killing one and in¬ 
juring 20. This was not all. A week later, 
Islamist suidde bombers struck again. An¬ 


TURKEY 

Yilmaz Government survives 

T HE 11 week-long political uncertainty 
in Turkey ended on March 12, 1996 
when Premier Mesut Yilmaz's coalition 
government won a vote of confidence. The 
coalition of Yilmaz's Motherland Party and 
Tansu Ciller's Thie Path, won by 257 to 
206 in the 550-member parliament. Dur¬ 
ing the voting, the Democratic Left Party 
of former Premier Bulent Ecevit abstained. 


Yilmaz had won the Turkish presidential 
approval for his cabinet for right-centre 
coalition on March 6. 

G-7 debate on social security 
systems 

L ABOUR ministers from the world’s 
seven richest nations want to put a 
more humane face on free-market econo¬ 
mies and streamline Europe's costly so¬ 
cial welfare syatem. At the G-7 conference 
held in Lille in France, France called for a 
third path to avoid the pitfalls of the 
American system of laissez-faire capital¬ 
ism and also to avoid Europe's expensive 
system of social security. But the G-7 na¬ 
tions did not call for major changes in their 
unemployment policies, even though the 
aim was to get Europe's 22 million unem¬ 
ployed back to work. 

The US Secretary of Commerce, Ron 
Brown defended the US free market sys¬ 
tem that had created 8.5 million jobs in 
the last three years. However, he conceded 
that the US model neglected the poorest 
and the jobless. At the same time, Euro¬ 
pean nations like France and Italy were 
now facing the bill for years of overspend¬ 
ing on welfare. Unemployment in these 
nations was double the US rate of 5.5%. 

The Europeans, however, feel that the 
US system relies too much on creation of 
jobs that give workers little job security or 
health insurance. Jean-Claude Paye, head of 
the 26-nation Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) felt 
that the US system leads to social dysfunc¬ 
tion. He felt that technology would bring in 
major economic upheaval but felt that Eu¬ 
rope will have to change its social welfare 
system to reduce the ranks of unemployed 
left behind by change. 

European nations like Germany and 
France are concerned about protecting work¬ 
ers' benefits and wage levels and d iffe r f r om 
the IS approach. French President Chirac 
outlined several job and growth boosting 
initiatives. These included reducing budget 
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deficits to bring about a drop in inflation, 
overhaul welfare systems to give recipients 
more incentives to find work, vocational 
training adapted to the job market and bet¬ 
ter labour-management dialogue. 

European labour unions held a parallel 
summit outside the conference centre to 
demand assurances that there would be no 
cuts in the social benefits. Unemployment is 
highest in Germany and Japan this year, since 
Warld War A, and stands at 11.1 and 3.4% 
respectively. France and Italy lead with 11.8 
and 12% respectively 


UN 

Africa Programme launched 

T HE UN on March 14,199b launched a 
10-year, $25 billion programme for Af¬ 
rica, with support from the World Bank. 
The 'System-wide Special initiative on 
Africa' is aimed at projects on education, 
health, food security, water, sanitation, in¬ 
formation technology and governance 
programmes such as building an effective 
civil service and judicial systems. The 
social development projects are also aimed 
at reductions in amounts spent on arms 
and conspicuous consumption. 

Strategies for debt relief are also on 
the list but the UN has less influence in 
this area. African debt is currently $313 
billion, equal to 234% of the continent's 
export income. Nearly half the debt is 
concentrated in Nigeria, Ivory Coast, 
Sudan, Zaire and Angola. 


AUSTRALIA 
Howard assumes power 

March 11,1996 John Howard took 
over as the 25th Prime Minister of Aus¬ 
tralia. During the recent elections on March 
2, the Conservatives registered a landslide 
win to end the 13-year-old rule erf Labour. 
Leading the Liberal-National coalition, 
Howard took over the rein from Paul Keating 


who ruled for more than four years. 

Howard pledged closer ties with India 
and said his government would not oppose 
New Delhi's admission to the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC). India's bi¬ 
lateral relations with Australia are expected 
to improve with the new government 


BOSNIA 
Ssrsjevo united 

D IVIDED by war for almost four years, 
Sarajevo was reunited on March 19, 
1996 as the last of the Serb areas passed to the 
Muslim-Cmat federation After days erf looting 
and arson by angry Serbs, the federation po&e 
moved into Grbavica to take control. 


children getting infected. The disease is 
known as Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy (BSE), popularly called 
mad cow disease, a disease that destroys 
the nerve cells of cows and can pass cm to 
humans through consumption of beef. 

The fear of infected beef caused a panic 
around the globe as countries suspended 
imports. Much to toe agony of toe British 
Prime Minister John Major, the European 
Union on March 25,19% recommended a 
global ban on British beef export. On March 
27, the European Commission, while otter¬ 
ing help to the battered industry banned 
the sale of British beef and cattle to toe world. 
Britain agreed to slaughter its 12 million 
cattle stock to check the disease. 


UK 

Crisis Due to Mad Cow Disease 

T HE mad cow disease, which was first 
recognised in November 1986, sur¬ 
faced into prominence in March with 10 


SPAIN 

Socialist ruieends 

C ONSERVATIVE leader Jose Maria 
Aznar's Popular Party edged the So¬ 
cialist Party of Prime Minister Felipe 





Capit al flow to India. 38 other Mb mKm to 

Capital flows to 39 major 
India, are projected to fail by almost 14 per cent or $ 308B 
according to a repent of toe Institute of International -} ■f.f 

However; the HF said that flows to 
an estimated $ 18,000 million in 1995, i 
dictions that cutbacks eariier in toe year to Mexico, Brazil fayftj 
result in a drop in aggregate flows to toe 39 

IIF is a worldwide association of 195 fhtandal 
in 39 countries. Its members include most of world's 
banks. The report includes aggregate debt data 
mies: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Cetnatbsa, Ecuador; 

Pakistan and others. £ 

The report sakl toat most private 

drop to $ iM^mflfion tola 
early 1990*. • , . - 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


INTERNATIONAL 


Gonzalez in elections, bringing an end to 
the rule by Socialists. Aznar campaigned 
largely on the proposal that consolidation 
of Spain's 20-year old democracy requires 
exorcising fea^s of the right wing rooted 
in four decadeds of oppressive rule by 
dictator Francisco Franco. Aznar was, 
however, unable to win a majority. 


SWEDEN 

Persson becomes Premier 

F OLLOWING Ingvar Carlsson's deci¬ 
sion to quit politics, the Swedish Par¬ 
liament (Riksdag), on March 21, 1996, 
elected Goran Persson, the former Finance 


Minister as the Prime Minister. Carlsson had 
succeeded Olof Palme after he was assassi¬ 
nated in 1986 and he ruled Sweden till Sep¬ 
tember 1991 and then again took over foe 
rein in September 1994. 


KOREA 

N. Korea violates armistice 

a April 6,1996, armed North Korean 
ops marched into the buffer zone 
with South Korea-their third violation in 
as many days of the 43-year-old armistice, 
which their government says is worthless. 

Oh April 4,1996 North Korea had 
announced that it would no longer ob¬ 
serve the armistice that had ended the 


three-year Korean War in 1953. 

llie violation came despite US efforts 
to contact North Korea to protest the in¬ 
cursions. Officials in both Washington and 
Seoul called North Korea's violation seri¬ 
ous but said it appeared to pose no risk of 
renewed fighting on the divided Korean 
Peninsula. 

The moves of North Korea are being 
seen as latest efforts to force the United 
States to negotiate a peace treaty, by prov¬ 
ing the 1953 armistice ineffective. Without 
a peace treaty, technically, the Korean war 
is still on. 

Korean border is the world's most 
heavily fortified. It is edged with mine 
fields and crisscrossed with barbed wire. 


PfiX SSB INTERVIEWS 


MINERVA ACADEMY 

41 GLORIOUS YEARS 


(Estd. 19SS) ARE Masters, Specialists & Highly Qualified. Over28,000successes, One in every 4 officers is ours. 
Maximum training facilities. Ultra Modem Auditorium, Vast Grounds and trees for outdoor tasks. Scientific 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

PSLV: Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. 
IRS: Indian Remote Sensing Satellite. 

AWARDS 

Jnanpith Award 

T HE 31 st Bharatiya Jnanpith Award was j 
presented to Malayalam writer M.T. j 
Vasudevan Nair at a ceremony held in j 
Thiruvananthapuram. Poet G, Sankara j 
Kurup, writer S.K. Pottekkat and novel- ! 
ist Thakazhi Sivasankara I’illai were the 
three Malayalam recipients of the award 
earlier 

Mr Nair edits Mathrubhoomi literary | 
periodicals He has written 8 novels, 16 i 
short story collections, one drama, two j 
travelogues, three literary studies and the I 
scripts of many Malayalam films. J 

I 

Oscar Awards, 1996 

Best picture: Bravcheart. | 

Best director. Mel Gibson, Braveheart. 1 
Best actor: Nicolas Cage, Leaving Las | 
Vegas. ! 

Best actress: Susan Sarandon, Dead 1 
Man Walking. 

Best supporting actor: Kevin Spacev, 
The Usual Suspects. 

Best supporting actress: Mira Sorvino, 
Mighty Aphrodite. 

Best foreign language film: Antonia's 
Line (The Netherlands). 

Filmfare Awards, 1996 

Best film: Dilwale Dulhaniya Le 
Jayenge 

Best actor: Shahrukh Khan 
Best actress: Kajol 
Best director: Aditya Chopra (DDLJ) 
Best music director: A.R. Rahman 
(Rangeela) 

Best playback singer (male): Udit 
Narayan (DDLJ) 

Best playback singer (female): Kavita 
Krishnamoorthy (Yarana) . 


Best villain: Mithun Chakraborty 
(Jallad) 

Best comedian: Anupam Kher (DDLJ) 
Lifetime achievement award: Sunil 
Dutt, Ashok Kumar and Vaijayanthimala. 

BOOKS 

Blood Sport 

W RITTEN by James Stewart, it is an 
account of the Whitewater invest¬ 
ments made by the Clintons. According 
to the book, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
played an active role in the Whitewater 
investment as a source - for her daughter's 
education, even as her husband was agree¬ 
ing to get out of the unsuccessful venture. 
According to the book, Mrs Clinton single 
handedly managed the investment after 
1986. 

The Clintons' investment in the Ar¬ 
kansas land development known as 
Whitewater was in partnership with James 
McDougal, former head of the defunct 
Madison Guaranty Savings and Loan, and 
his wife Susan. It is at present the centre 
of investigations by an independent coun¬ 
sel and a Senate committee. 


Ek liikra Dharti, Ek Tukra Aasmaan 

E is the first collection of poems written 
y former Prime Minister V.P, Singh, 
which was released recently. The book has 
paintings by Singh on the cover and at 
the back. Many of the poems in the slim 
volume are also illustrated by the poet. 

DEFENCE 

Deal to Upgrade MiG-21 
TNDIA has signed Rs 1100 crore contract 
X with Russian aircraft building compa¬ 
nies to upgrade and modernise 125 MiG- 
21 f ighter jets of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF). 

The ambitious MiG-21 upgradation 
programme of the IAF had been hanging 
fire for quite some time and though the 


technical aspects had been worked out, 
resolving of the financial aspect had been 
holding it back. 

The upgradation and modernisation 
of the MiG-21s will involve a complete 
replacement of its avionics and weapon 
systems, which is expected to make it more 
than a match for the U S. F-16s sought by 
Pakistan and will also extend their life 
span well into the next century. 

DISCOVERY 

Undersea hot springs found near 
Andaman 

I NDIAN scientists have discovered a 
number of undersea hot springs that fa¬ 
cilitate formation of minerals of valuable 
metals off the Andaman and Nicobar Is¬ 
lands. 

These high temperature vents open 
on- the seabed through which hydrother¬ 
mal solutions as hot as 300 degrees Cel¬ 
sius are ejected into the seawater. 

Though such hydrothermal mineral 
deposits have been reported from several 
locations in the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, 
this is the first time scientists have obtained 
a strong evidence of existence in the 
Andaman sea. 

Discovery of sea-floor hydrothermal 
system is regarded as a boon to ore de¬ 
posit research. However, scientists are yet 
to develop a potentially cost-effective way 
to exploit these vast mineral resources, 
rich in platinum, gold, silver and other 
metals. 

PERSONS 

Inamda^Shafi 

S HAH Inamdar, who died in Mumbai 
at the age of 47, was a comedian, char¬ 
acter actor, playwright, director and pro¬ 
ducer, all rolled in one. He had produced 
and directed many Gujarati plays. Though 
he later moved to films and television, the¬ 
atre remained his first love. 
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He had acted in Govind Nihalani's 
Ariha Satya and in Aaj Ki Aurnz. Recently, 
he had made his film directorial debut 
with Hum Dono. 

Inamdar (became a household name 
with the television comedy serial Yeh ]o 
Hai Zindagi, about a decade ago. 

PROJECTS 

Mughal Road to be revived 

"HOLLOWING improvement in the over- 
I all situation in strife-tom Kashmir Val¬ 
ley, work will start soon on the famous 
Mughal Road project as an alternative 
highway between Jammu and Kashmir. 

The project, which was shelved in 
1990 in view of increased militancy in the 
Valley, will be completed in four to five 
years, according to the chief engineer, 

| Beacon, Brig B.S. Dhaliwal. 

| The road, which would be about 441 
| km long, originates from Pathankot and 
reaches Srinagar via Akhnoor, Pir Ki Gaii 
and Shopian. 

The road would throw open several 
far off tourist spots in the Rajouri-Poonch- 
Shopian areas. It would also enable load 
carriers and Army convoys to move to 
Ladakh while reducing the traffic on the 
highway which often gets blocked due to 
landslides and sinking of road stretches 
during winter. 


European project to have Indian 
superconductors 

I NDIA will supply superconducting 
magnets for the Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) being built by the European Coun¬ 
cil for Nuclear Research (ECNR) at 
Geneva. 

Indian scientists will also develop 
' software to control the super proton syn¬ 
chrotron which injects protores into the 
LHC, with the aim of probing the ulti¬ 
mate structure of matter. 

Involvement in the project will give 
Indian scientists an opportunity to develop 
frontline technologies for the world's most 
prestigious international project to make 
highly energised proton beams collide 
head-on. 

India has offered to participate in the 
construction of the LHC by contribut¬ 
ing $ 25 million worth of material, includ¬ 


ing 12,000 super conducting sextupole cor¬ 
rector magnets. Simultaneously, Indian 
scientists are proposing to participate in 
the construction of two detectors of LHC. 

The LHC will accelerate protons to 
energise seven Terra Electron Volts (TEV), 
which is equal to 1 million electron volts, 
before allowing the collision. 

Scientists hope to understand the ul¬ 
timate nature of matter through such col¬ 
lisions in the LHC which will be 
constructed in a 27 km circumference tun¬ 
nel. 

RESEARCH 

Humans Originated in Africa, says 
study 

A N international team of researchers 
has reported that humans originated 
in sub-Saharan Africa and migrated out 
of the continent to other parts of the world 
about 100,000 years ago. 

The "out of Africa" theory is sup¬ 
ported by one of the largest genetic stud¬ 
ies conducted by Dr Kenkidd from Yale 
University, who used a piece of nuclear 
DNA (de-oxyribo nucleic acid) to track the 
travels of both men and women. 

The team inferred that humans origi¬ 
nated in sub-Saharan Africa, travelled to 
North-East Africa, losing variety as they 
migrated, so that only one group was left 
for the rest of the world. 


A smiling robot 

T HE relation between man and machine 
has been further narrowed with the 
Japanese developing a robot head which 
can see, think and even make facial ex¬ 
pressions. 

Professor Fumio Hara of Tokyo Uni¬ 
versity, brain behind the invention, said 
the "head" can express six 
emotions—anger, sadness, fear, surprise, 
happiness and disgust. 

"I think the face robot represents at 
least a small improvement on the way man 
and machine have communicated in the 
past", Hara said. Robot's skin is made of 
silicon and its 24 muscles are aluminium 
hydraulic pistons. 

The Robot has red lips and brightly 
painted eye lashes and it can visualise 
using small video cameras. 


Brain's Timer found by scientists 

S CIENTISTS have located the brain's 
own stopwatch—the spot that calcu¬ 
lates whether you've got enough time to 
run across the street in front of a car or 
dash to the bathroom during a TV break. 

Unlike the body's other timekeeper, 
the circadian clock, which keeps hor¬ 
mones, digestion, sleep and other func¬ 
tions running on a 24-hour cycle, the 
interval clock measures much shorter 
times. 

The location of the timer is in the dead 
centre of the brain. By using magnetic reso¬ 
nance imagining while volunteers were 
asked to squeeze a ball every 11 seconds, 
scientists watched what happened inside 
their heads. The scans revealed that the 
striatum, a structure deep inside the brain, 
was working hard during this exercise. 

Pocket N-bomb becomes a possibility 
"PHYSICISTS at the Lawrence Livermore 
x National Laboratory in California have 
succeeded in compressing hydrogen gas 
into metal, which may have far-reaching 
effects in the future, including the possi¬ 
bility of developing an atomic bomb that 
could be carried in a pocket. 

Livermore physicist William J. Nellis 
and his colleagues, Samuel T. Weir and 
Art C. Mitchell, achieved the feat, dreamed 
about since the 1930s, with a giant gas 
gun once used to study the physics of 
nuclear explosions. 

The Livermore researchers fired a 
disk-shaped bullet at a container of lique¬ 
fied hydrogen gas, squeezing it into me¬ 
tallic form for a fraction of a second. 

Explosives made with hydrogen- 
metal would be far more powerful than 
any non-nuclear explosive now in exist¬ 
ence. 

Eventually, the achievement may 
have practical applications such as new 
types of explosives^ new ways to transmit 
electricity without resistance, or methods 
to propel rockets. Ij also offers a way to 
simulate the interior of giant gas planets 
such as Jupiter and Saturn-. 

No practical uses of metal hydrogen 
are feasible until scientists learn how to 
stop the hydrogen in metallic form indefi¬ 
nitely. That is the next great challenge. 
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SPACE 

IRS-P3 is put into orbit 

T HE third developmental flight of the 
Polar Satellite Launch \fehicle (PSLV- 
D3) was successfully launched from 
Sriharikota, placing a 930 kg Indian re¬ 
mote sensing satellite, IRS-P3, into a near- 
polar sun-synchronous orbit. 

The four-stage, 44-metre tall vehicle 
with a weight of about 283 tonnes using 
both solid and liquid propellants, lifted 
off at 10.23 a.m. on March 21,1996. About 
17 minutes later, the satellite was placed 
in its "precise" orbit. 

Coming as it did in the wake of the 
two recent major successes, INSAT-2C and 
IRS-1 C, ISRO chairman K. Kasthurirangan 
said the effort, sincerity and dedication of 
the scientists had paid off. 

Commercial Market: With the suc¬ 
cessful launch of the remote sensing satel¬ 
lite, India has now eight home-built 
satellites in orbit. The launch has also 
opened up the possibility to tap a lu¬ 
crative international market for satel¬ 
lite launch and sale of remote sensing 
data. 

ISRO, through its commercial wing 


(15 million kms) and remained brightly 
visible for a few days as it hurtled in a 
trajectory around the sun. 

Hyakutake will never quite get to the 
sun but after getting as close as 34 million 
kms it will hurtle into a wide orbit never 
to return for another 10,000 years. 

Named after the Japanese amateur 
who spotted it with a pair of binoculars in 
January, Hyakutake is the third in a series 
appearing on the firmament in 10-year 
intervals, following comet West in 1976 
and comet Halley in 1986. 

The comet Hale-Bopp is expected in 
April next year. 

Atlantis docks with Mir 

S PACE shuttle Atlantis successfully 
locked with the Russian space station 
Mir, on March 24,19%, the third docking 
of the shuttle programme. Shuttle com¬ 
mander Kevin Chilton linked the two 
i spacecraft carefully edging the shuttle to 
the Mir at one foot per second. The shuttle 
did not deviate from its schedule as it 
approached Mir. It stopped, as planned, 
170 feet below Mir for 10 minutes, then 
at 30 feet before making the final ap- 


Antrix, has already started to market the proaih. j 

remote sensing data gathered by various j 

Indian satellites. MISCELLANY 

With the validation of launch tech- Cybennoney: Friend or Foe j 

nology, ISRO hopes to offer commercial TS Cybermoney a useful way of paying | 

launch of up to 1,000 kg satellites in the lfor goods on the Internet or a trojan horse [ 


900-km orbit. The annual market for this 
segment is around $ 100 million. ISRO 
hopes to launch a satellite for $ 10-12 
million against the current market rate of 
$ 15-20 million charged by European and 
American companies. 

ISRO will now launch the next gen¬ 
eration rocket, the Geostationary Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV), in late 1998. The 
more powerful GSLV is needed to launch 
communication satellites of the INSAT 
series, weighing over 2,000 kg. The third 
stage of the four-stage PSLV will be re¬ 
placed by a cryogenic engine which is 
being fabricated with Russian help. 

Comet Hyakutake sighted 

C OMET Hyakutake hove into bright 
unaided view on March 26,19%. 
Hyakutake came closest to the earth 


! harbouring forces that will distort money 
supply, debase currencies and set off in¬ 
flation? 

It's a debate already showing signs of 
pitting Europe's more conservative cen¬ 
tral bankers against computer trailblazers. 

For the Dutch, pioneers in the elec¬ 
tronic cash revolution, the prospect of 
paying cash over fot Internet is no more 
frightening than using a credit card. 

In fact, digital cash could be safer 
because breaking the codes destined to 
protect cybennoney would take years of 
work with very little return. 

Cybennoney is real money, moved 
from real bank accounts onto the Internet, 
in a form protected by sophisticated codes, 
to parties who then deposit it with their 
own banks in exchange for goods or ser¬ 
vices offered on the Internet. 


Not everyone believes it will work out 
that way. A German Bundesbank board 
member said central banks were concerned 
that cybermoney could be vulnerable to 
hackers and, if it caught on, could replace 
physical money, affecting money supplies. 

Cost and security are key. Sending 
credit card numbers or account details 
through the Internet, without the protec¬ 
tion of heavy encryption, is asking for 
trouble in an environment that is notori¬ 
ously difficult to police. 

Cyber D-day coming on December 31, 
1999 

A AANY of the powerful computers run- 
lVlning today could go haywire on De¬ 
cember 31,1999. Their clock will show 01 / 
01/00 which will be interpreted by com¬ 
puters as January 1, 1900, instead of the 
year 2000. This could make it impos¬ 
sible to calculate interest, pensions, in¬ 
surance policies or inventories. Analysts 
predict reprogramming will cost $ 100 
billion to $ 600 billion for global indus¬ 
try and governments, over the next four 
years. 

Many operations run by big comput¬ 
ers must undergo months of complex 
reprogramming by 1998 or sooner to 
ensure the systems function correctly by 
2000 . 

Persons bom m 1934, for example, 
could be determined to be minus 34 
years old by computers. That could then 
be converted to 34, since many comput¬ 
ers will not recognise negative age val¬ 
ues. 

The problem dates back to the 1970s, 
when computer data was entered on 
punchcards. At the time, eliminating 
two digits was a major cost savings, 
and all dates were assumed to begin 
with 19. 

This data was later transferred in the 
same format to more powerful mainframe 
computers. Programmers at the time mis¬ 
takenly believed their systems would be 
replaced by foe time the millennium rolled 
around. But, with the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, elevators, fax machines, heating 
systems, defence systems, billing cycles, 
anything that's date dependent, could 
be affected. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

World Cross Country Championship 

KENYA'S Paul legal won his second straight 
men's title at the 24th world cross country 
championship held at Stellenbosch in South 
Africa, after top challenger Ethiopia's Haile 
Gebrselassie stumbled in the event. 

In the women's race, defending cham¬ 
pion Derartu Tulu of Ethiopia lost a shoe 
allowing Gete Wami to win ahead of Kenyan 
RoseCheruiyot. Tulu, theOlympic champion 
at 10,000 metres, finished fourth. 

Kenya's David Chelule won the jun¬ 
ior men's race and Kutre Dulecha of Ethio¬ 
pia won the junior women's event. 

Kenya won the team title in all four 
races for the second straight year. 

BADMINTON 

S AARC International Badminton loumament 
INDIA retained both men's and women's 
team title after defeating strong contend¬ 
ers Sri Lanka in the second SAARC Inter¬ 
national Badminton Tournament held at 
Vijayawada. 

All England Championship 

DOUBLES pair Ge Fei and Gu Jun of China 
beat Danish rivals 15-7, 15-3 at the All 
England championship doubles final held 
in Birmingham. 

In the women's singles finals, China's 
world champion Ye Zhaoying, one of the 
top favourites to win the Atlanta Olympic 
tide, was beaten 1-11,1-11 by South Korea's 
Bang Soo-hyun. 

Defending champions Poul-Erik 
Hoyer Larson of Denmark and Rexy 
Mainakey and Ricky Subadja of Indonesia 
retained then- titles in the men's singles and 
doubles events 

BOXING 

World Heavyweight Championship 
MIKE Tyson beat UK's Frank Bruno in the i 


third round of the World Boxing Council 
heavyweight championship held in Las 
Vegas. 

CHESS 

National Women's Championship 
TWENTY-tw-o year old Mrinalini 
Kunte of Pune emerged the new na¬ 
tional women's champion defeating 
Anupama Gokhale in the 11th round 
of the XXII Women's National 'A' 
chess championship organised by the 
Golden Square Women's Association 
in Salem. Asian chess queen 
Bhagyashree Thipsay, who also won 
her final round, tied with Mrinalini 
with 7.5 points but was declared run¬ 
ner up on the tie-break. 

CRICKET 
Wills World Cup, 19% 

See Page 869 for details 
Ranji Irophy 

KARNATAKA were crowned Ranji Cham¬ 
pions after a gap of 13 years, defeating 
Tamil Nadu, which had earlier defeated 
Bombay and Delhi. The match was played 
in Madras and Karnataka's team was 
captained by Anil Kumble. 

Manoj Prabhakar retires 

ALLtrounder Manoj Prabhakar an¬ 
nounced his retirement from international 
cricket saying he had no motivation left. 
Addressing a press conference in New 
Delhi, the Ranji Trophy skipper said he 
did not receive a second chance after his 
World Cup performance. 

FOOTBALL 

Santoshlfophy 

TRIGGERED by the brilliance of 
Bhaichung Bhutia, Bengal beat Goa 2-0 in 
the 52nd Bharat Petroleum National Foot- 
! ball Championship for the Santosh Tro¬ 


phy, held at Margao. This was Bengal's 
26th title triumph. 

TENNIS 

Evert Cup Women's Tennis Tournament 
STEFFI Graf of Germany won her first 19% 
tournament outlasting second seed Conchita 
Martinez of Spam at the Evert Cup Women's 
Tennis Tournament. Graf won the cup in her 
first competitive effort following a tour- 
month break due to foot surgery. She trailed 
5-2 m the second set he breaker before recov¬ 
ering to take the match 

VOLLEYBALL 

Federation Cup 

PUNJAB Police won the men's title for the 
! second straight year in the 18th Federa- 
! tion Cup Volleyball Championship held 
at Kozhikode. 

In the women's final, holders Indian 
Railways beat Kerala in the straight sets 
for their 15th title triumph. The 15-8, 15- 
12,15-9 win helped them retain the Indira 
S. Pradhan Trophy. Punjab Police retained 
the Sivanthy rolling trophy. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
National Weightlifting Championships 
RAILWAYS asserted their supremacy and 
lifted the Burdwan Challenge Shield re¬ 
taining the men's team championship with 
411 points in the 48th National 
Weightlifting Championships held at 
Thrissur. 

Police Sports Control Board (PSCB) with. 
386 points got the P K. Sengupta Trophy for 
the women's team championship with 8 
gold, 12 silver and 6 bronze medals. West 
Bengal iinished third with 293 points. Last 
year's champions Karnataka finished fifth 
with 220 points. 

Tamil Nadu with a tally of 122 points 
claimed the inter-State team title for the 
Kuppuswamy Naidu trophy while Andhra 
Pradesh were the runners up. 
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Question Box 


Q. When you see the telecast of a 
cricket match played at night, you see the 
shadows of each player like a cross. Why 
are there four shadows and not one? 

—Nidhi Thakkar, Hisar (Haryana) 

A. In matches played at night, flood¬ 
lights from different directions shine on the 
ground. This gives rise to four shadows, 
shaped like a cross, around each player. 

Q. Which book should 1 refer for pre¬ 
paring for MAT? 

—Manoj Omre, Kalyan (Maharashtra) 

A, The official guide to MAT can be 
followed, which gives test papers. It is 
available at book shops and with All India 
Management Association. 

Q. What are FCNR deposits? 

—Sangata Chakraborty, Shyamnagar 

(WB) 

A. Foreign Currency Non Resident 
(FCNR) deposits refer to money deposited 
by non residents in banks in the country. 

Q. What are Quasars and pulsars? 

—Parnn Parihar, Bhopal (MP) 

A. Pulsar is short for 'pulsating radio 
star'. It is a rapidly rotating neutron star 
which emits a bright beam of radiation as 
it rotates, like a flashing lighthouse. Pul¬ 
sars were discovered in 1967and more than 
600 are now known. Quasar is short for 
'quasi stellar object'. It is a brilliant star- 
like object and appears to be receding 
from us at close to the speed of light. 
Quasars are thought to be the bright 
centres of galaxies containing massive 
black holes. 

Q. What is TNT? 

—Zahid Hussain Ansari, Hew Delhi 


A. Trinitrotoluene (TNT) is a nitro¬ 
gen compound used chiefly as an explo¬ 
sive. It is relatively insensitive to shock 
and cannot be exploded without a deto¬ 
nator. It is the most favoured chemical 
explosive for munitions and demolitions. 

Q. Who invented the bail-point pen? 

—Suresh Chandra Sahoo, Cuttack 
A. Ball point pens date from the 19th 
century. Commercial models appeared in 
1895, but the first satisfactory model was 
patented by Lazio Biro, a Hungarian liv¬ 
ing in Argentina. His pen, called the "biro" 
became popular in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Q. What is contact lens? Why is it 
used? 

—Anupam Dey, Calcutta 
A. A contact lens is a thin, artificial 
lens worn on surface of the eye to cor¬ 
rect refractive defects. They are substi¬ 
tutes for eyeglasses and are thus 
preferred for cosmetic reasons. 

Q. What is Bermuda Triangle? 

—Saswati Pal, Durgapur (WB) 
A. Bermuda Triangle is a section of 
the North Atlantic Ocean in which more 
than 50 ships and 20 airplanes are said 
to have mysteriously disappeared. No 
wreckage has been found and scientific 
searches have revealed nothing to sub¬ 
stantiate the peril of the region. 

Q. I have been told that the BBA is 
die same as the MBA. Is that true? What 
is die difference? 

—Charu Mahajan, Shimla 
A. The BBAis a bachelor's course and 
MBA is post-graduate. Obviously, the two 
are not the same. If you want a higher 


start, MBA would be better. 

Q. Does a man become black after 
drinking coffee for some years? Would he 
become fair if he took a milk bath for a 
few months? 

—Joe Joseph, Rem (M.P.) 

A. Pigment of the skin depends on race 
aid hereditary factors. It cannot change by, 
drinking coffee or bathing in milk. Cosmet¬ 
ics will make a marginal change in the colour 
of skin but cannot change it entirely. 

Q. I have done a textile designing 
course. How can I get a job? 

—Nidhi Gupta, Roorkee Cantt 

A. You can get a job as an instructor in 
a polytechnic, or lode for an industrial unit 
which does textile designing. Alternately, you 
can start supplying your designs to shops 
and boutiques in your area and set up a 
profitable business. We suggest that you meet 
the shops and show your work to obtain 
orders. A number of people use their textile 
design skill in this way. 

Q. What is the meaning of TFM 
printed on Soap wrappers? How much 
percentage is good? 

—Devender Reddy, Nizamabad (AP) 

A. Total Fatty Material (TFM) is the 
percentage of fatty material used in manu¬ 
facture of soap. Using a particular soap de¬ 
pends on the type of skin you have. If you 
have a dry skin, a soap with high TFM could 
be used, and if the skin is oily then tow TFM 
soap may be better. 

Q. I would like to become a doctor but 
I am also good at fashion designing. Which 
career should I choose? 

—Sarika Choudhary, Hazaribag (Bihar) 
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A. Your confusion is understandable but you should assess 
what you really want to do. Where do you see yourself? An honest 
introspection will help you decide your career. Alternately, you could 
pursue a career in medicine and keep your fashion designing as a 
profitable hobby, 

Q. How is inflation decreasing these days but prices of com¬ 
modities are not falling? 

—hum Ch. Acharya, Bhubaneshwar 
A. The rate of inflation has decreased, which means that prices 
of goods are rising at a slower rate. It does not mean that prices are 
falling. 

Q. What is Excise duty? 

—Somnath Chattopadhyay, Bumpur 
A. Excise duty is a duty levied on the production of a factory. 
It varies from product to product. 

Q. What is the function of radar in an aeroplane? 

—Subrata Das, Tripura (South) 
A. A radar is an instrument that indicates on a screen, by 
means of radio echoes, solid objects that come within the 
range of ships, aircraft or spacecraft. They are thus useful in 
fog or darkness and give information about the position, move¬ 
ment and speed of the object. Ground radars keep track of air 
traffic. 

Q. How can one conquer high ambition and pride? 

—Tusar Kranti Mishra, Bonaigarh (Orissa) 
A. The best way to conquer ambition and pride is to keep 
busy and not think about them. Vary your interests and get 
involved in sports and other activities. As you stop thinking 
about yourself and start looking at the outside world, you 
will be able to see yourself in perspective. There are several 
books on self-help available in case you cannot solve your 
problem. 

Q. What is a Utopian concept?' 

—A Bhaskar Rao, New Delhi 
A. Utopia is an imaginary, perfect social and political sys¬ 
tem. A Utopian concept would be a concept which is perfect and 
appeals to all. Whether it is practical or achievable would be 
doubtful. 

Q. I would like to become an officer in the army. What steps 
should I take? 

—Bharat Bhushan, Bhatinda (Punjab) 
A. You should prepare well and appear for the defence ser¬ 
vices or NDA exams, to become an officer in the army. 
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General Studies Scene 

< 

Q. 1. Comment on the growth of Corruption in politics in j mission to enforce the limit on expenditure during the election' j 
India. Critically examine the proposal of State funding of elec- ; The proposal, which has again come from the politicians, does 
lions as a measure to control this menace. have some merit but more than any legislative change, it is the 

Ans. Of late, the country has been rocked by the so-called resolve and moral commitment of a person not to accept any 

'Hawala Scam". The shameful incident has not only put a ques- bribe, which would ultimately result in cleaner politics in our 

ion mark on the credibility and honesty of most of the well country. The unscrupulous politicians under such a situation 
intrenched politicians, but has also shaken the confidence of the may not ask for election fund, but may straightway ask for po- 
:ommon man in the present system. Corruption in politics has litical expenses or kick-backs. Election funding was used as a 
lot been uncommon even in the developed countries. Famous j device to extract money easily, but when this mean would cease 
Watergate scandle of the USA and successive financial scandles | to exist, the corrupt politicians and the businessmen may stop 
n Japan have resulted in toppling many a government in these mincing words about giving and accepting bribes. Hence, unless 
:ountries. Corruption in politics is an accepted phenomenon in there is a complete overhaul of our moral values, political system 
?very developing economy and Indian has been no exception, and business dealings, it may be extremely difficult to uproot the 

During the recent years Bofors scandle, St Kitts controversy, se- blemish of corruption out of our political lives, 

rurities scam, sugar muddle. Telecommunication mix-up, Q. 2. What are India's nuclear options? In view of the pres- 

-iarshad Mehta pa v-offs and very recently the so-called "Hawala- sure to sign CTBT, do you think that India should be a signatory 

icam" put together has forced the common man to ponder over of this treaty? 

he usefulness or otherwise of our system. "Hawala" issue, in Ans. India's stand on the nuclear non-proliferation has been 
^articular, has been responsible for exposing the politicians in consistent and it has time and again refused to sign the discrimi- 
general, cutting across the party lines. It is very difficult to digest natory Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), despite tremendous 
hat the so-called "model" politicians from almost all the politi- amount of pressure generated by the international community, 

:al parties fell easy prey to the lure of easy money and accepted particularly the USA. India's argument has been that unless there 
Tribe, or to be more dignified, election fund from the criminals | is a comprehensive ban on all the nations, including the five 
■unning the parallel black-market of the foreign exchange. For | nuclear powers, India would not sign the Treaty. The NPT was 
irgument's sake, if it is accepted that the money "accepted" was i aimed at restricting the non-nuclear countries from acquiring the 
genuinely used to fund the party expenditure on elections, the J nuclear capabilities while there was no restriction on the five 
credibility of most of the political parties come under serious , nuclear powers. India is committed to the peaceful use of atomu 
cloud. The question is how could our leaders accept tainted j power and even the explosion in 1974, which was carried out at 
money for funding elections? More than their act of accepting Pokharan, was termed as peaceful nuclear explosion. But ad- 
bribe from the criminals, one is disturbed over the ease and poise vances made in nuclear technology by several non-nuclear coun- 
with which the unabashed political "leaders" have faced the tries like Pakistan and Israel, through their patrons like China 
cameras and the press without an iota of repentance over their and the USA, causes a serious concern to India Notwithstanding 
shameful conduct. Aghast at the deterioration in the moral val- India's resolve to use the atomic power only for peaceful pur- 
ues in political life, one is forced to remember the selfless leaders poses, the recent developments in nuclear capjibilities in the Indian 
and statesmen who sacrificed their careers and lives during the sub-continent have forced India to revise its nuclear options. An 
nationalist movement. Without a clean alternative, the common additional option is to carry out a full-fledged nuclear explosion, 
man may be forced to vote unwillingly to the lesser evil. displaying to the world its retaliatory nuclear capabilities, which 

A proposal has been put forth that since most of the political would certainly act as a deterrent to any country that may think 

corruption takes place in the name of election fund, the legisla- of using nuclear weapons against India. Yet another option be- 

tive changes should be effected to make provision for State fund- fore India is to carry out a series of nuclear explosions, perfect its 

mg of elections. In other words, it implied that the entire amount technology and then express her willingness to sign a test ban 

of election spending on all the elections would be done by the treaty. The Prime Minister has recently declared that India will 

State. This would prevent the politicians from asking for doles in not close its nuclear options. It is also possible that India declines 
garb of election funds. This would also enable the Election Com- to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and continues 
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with its plans of developing nuclear capabilities. 

Some experts feel that OUT is specifically aimed at bring¬ 
ing India within the ambit of nuclear non-proliferation. Any 
treaty which professes discrimination cannot be acceptable to 
India. Since loitg, India had been advocating the cause of com¬ 
plete disarmament, which meant that all the nuclear weapons be 
destroyed and all powers, whether nuclear or non-nuclear, com¬ 
mit themselves against future development and use of nuclear 
weapons. India should sign the CTBT only if the following con¬ 
ditions are met: 

(a) All the Nuclear Weapon States (NWSs) shall have to sign 
the CTBT. They further have to undertake a policy of "no-first 
use" in future. 

( b ) Political adversary countries of India will also have to 
sign the CTBT and the entire world has to be covered, otherwise 
the very purpose of CTBT would be defeated. 

(c) Any State violating the Treaty, and the commitment of 
no-first use, should invite stringent political and economic sanc¬ 
tions from the world community. 

(d) CTBT and no-first use commitment should be made basis 
for implementing the policy of complete global disarmament, 
only then the peaceful coexistence of the world community can 
be ensured. 

India's commitment to ensure a nuclear-free world is not 
new and needs no explanation. Given a positive international 
outlook towards this aspect, India would certainly like to 
contribute fruitfully. The national interests, however, must be 
guarded and India should not get trapped by a situation of 
disadvantage. If the conditions mentioned above are met, 
Indian interests are safeguarded, only then it should go ahead 
and sign a CTBT with a spirit in which such Treaty was propa¬ 
gated by her for years. 

Q. 3. What is Citizenship? What are the Constitutional and 
statutory basis of citizenship in India? Also comment on single- 
Citizenship provided in the Indian Constitution. 

Ans. Citizen of a country is that part of population which 
excludes the aliens and enjoys full civil and political rights pro¬ 
vided by the political system of that country. All these rights are 
not available to the foreigners. Even the Indian Constitution 
conferred certain rights and privileges upon those who could be 
called Indian citizens. The aliens have not only been denied these 
rights and privileges but are also subject to certain disabili¬ 
ties. Indian Constitution, as such, does not deal with the issue 
of Citizenship in great details. It merely mentions the classes 
of persons who were deemed to be the citizens of India on the 
date of commencement of the Constitution. Over and above 
this, the entire issue of citizenship was left to be regulated by 
a separate piece of legislation. On the basis of this broad pro¬ 
vision in the Constitution, the Citizenship Act was enacted by 
the Parliament which was enforced with effect from 1955. This 
Act deals with the provisions regarding acquisition and loss 
of citizenship by the individuals.The following categories of 


persons were regarded as citizens of India as on January 26, 
1950: 

(ft) Any person bom or domiciled in the territory of India, 
irrespective of the nationality of his/her parents. 

(b) A person whose father or mother was bom in India and 
had ordinarily been residing within the territory of In¬ 
dia for not less than 5 years immediately prior to the 
commencement of the Constitution. 

(c) Persons migrated to India from Pakistan subject to a few 
conditions. 

(d) A person who migrated from India to Pakistan after 
March 1,1947, but later returned to India with the inten¬ 
tion of settling in India permanently. 

(e) A person, who himself or his parents or grand-parents 
were bom in "India" as defined in the Government of 
India Act of 1935, but who is ordinarily residing in any 
country outside India could obtain the citizenship by 
applying to the diplomatic representative of India in 
that country. 

In addition, the Citizenship Act, 1995 prescribes the follow¬ 
ing modes of acquisition of citizenship: 

(a) Everyone bom in India on or after January 26,1950. 

(b) Any person bom outside India on or after the above 
mentioned date, provided that his/her father was a 
Citizen of India at the time of his/her birth. 

(c) Citizenship by registration before a prescribed authority 
can also be acquired. 

( d ) A foreigner may also apply for citizenship by way of 
naturalisation. 

(e) If a new territory is incorporated in the Indian Union, 
the citizens of that territory specified by the Govern¬ 
ment of India, would also become the Citizens of 
India. 

Although Indian Constitution provides for a federal system, 
it confers only single citizenship to its citizens, which is in con¬ 
trast with the provisions of dual citizenship available in most of 
the federal systems. There are, however, certain benefits, indi¬ 
rectly provided through the Constitution to the residents of a 
particular State. Article 15 of the Constitution prohibits dis¬ 
crimination on grounds of race, religion, caste, sex or place of 
birth. The Supreme Court, in one of the decisions, has held 
that because discrimination on the grounds of residence is 
not prohibited by the Constitution, the States could confer 
special benefits to its residents on matters other than those 
specified in the Fundamental Rights of the Constitution. For 
example, there is no bar on the State Government to allow 
special concessions in the fees etc in the educational institu¬ 
tions for the permanent residents of that particular State. 
Special rights and privileges are also available to the Citizen 
residing in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. But, despite above 
concessions all the Citizens remain the Citizens of India, en¬ 
joying only single Citizenship. 
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RBI Question Paper (1996) 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. What are die causes of Inflation in 
India? Do you think that Inflation in In¬ 
dia is excessive? 

Ans. The Indian economy has been 
plagued by inflation for a long time now. 
The post 1947 period witnessed increas¬ 
ing prices and the mid 1980s saw this prob¬ 
lem manifesting itself. In particular, 
1985-91 was the period that gave a lot of 
cause for worry to the planners. 

Inflation arises when too much money 
chases too few goods. It is very difficult to 
pinpoint any one particular factor. Broadly, 
the following can be considered: 

(i) Mounting Government Expendi¬ 

ture: There has been a steady increase of ! 
government expenditure over the years. ! 
This rose from Rs 22056 crores in 1980-81 : 
to Rs 151699 crores (according to the 1994- j 
95 budgetary estimates). More disturbing | 
is the fact that non-plan expenditure as a j 
per cent of GDP rose from 9.6 (1980-81) to j 
14.4 (1990-91) and finally stood at 11.6 j 
(1994-95). This is a very dangerous trend. 
Continuous increase in government expen¬ 
diture puts more money in the hands of 
the people and encourages inflationary 
trends. i 

( ii) Deficit financing and increase in 
money supply: The Government of India 
is responsible for adopting deficit financ¬ 
ing as a method of financing economic 
development. Till the first three plans, the 
extent of financing was quite modest 
(Rs 330 crores to Rs 1130 crores). However, 
the magnitude of deficit financing rose rap¬ 
idly from the Fourth Plan onwards. Dur¬ 
ing the Seventh Plan period, the figure was 
Rs 7000 crores. In the past four-five years, 
deficit financing has been exceeding 
Rs 10,000 crores annually. Mounting gov¬ 
ernment expenditure, partly financed 
through deficits, directly pushes up the 


money supply in the country. An impor- j 
tant factor for any spectacular rise in prices j 
is the expansion in money supply. With- ' 
out monetary expansion, inflation cannot j 
be sustained at all for any length of time, j 

(/ii) Black Money: There is a large 
amount of unaccounted money in the 
hands of income-tax evaders and black 
marketeers. A major part of this money is 
used in the foodgrains trade, buying and 
selling of real estate in urban areas. Also, j 
there is extensive hoarding and specula- | 
tion in many essential and inflation-sen¬ 
sitive goods like sugar, edible oils etc. 
Black money is one of the important fac- j 
tors causing inflation. 

(ip) Population: An uncontrolled 
growth of population leads to a gap be¬ 
tween demand and supply in almost all 
consumer goods and services. The prob¬ 
lem of prices can't be solved satisfactorily 
unless the growth of population is un- | 
checked. j 

(p) Fluctuations in output and sup¬ 
ply: Violent fluctuations in foodgrains 
output also causes a rise in foodgrain 
prices as well as general prices. A rise in 
prices is also caused by an inadequate 
supply of manufactured goods. The rate 
of production of manufactured goods is 
lowered because of power breakdowns, 
strikes and lockouts, and shortage of trans¬ 
port facilities. With a heavy demand for 
manufactured products, the producers are 
in a position to push up prices to any 
extent. 

(vi) Taxation (when it raises costs): If 
the government imposes commodity 
taxes, traders get an opportunity to raise 
prices. More often than not, this is more 
than the levy of taxes. 

(vii) Other factors; The Government 
very rarely comes up with an effective anti¬ 


inflationary policy. It is also sometimes 
said that the government has generally 
followed a highly vacillating and anti¬ 
peasant policy in fixing procurement 
prices. 

In the 1990s, the immediate cause for 
the pressure on prices was the increase in 
prices of administered items such as coal, 
petroleum products (other than diesel and 
kerosene), fertilisers, electricity etc, as aiso, 
excess demand, supply-demand imbal¬ 
ances, increase m procurement prices of 
cereals and consequent rise in issue prices. 
Exchange rate adjustments in July 1991 
also led to increase m import costs which 
contributed to some cost pressure in im¬ 
port-intensive industries. 

Those who keep in mind the Latin 
American and African experiences regard¬ 
ing inflation (double digit or even treble 
and quadruple digit inflation) feel that the 
Indian experience is one of low inflation. 
These people seem to think that India is 
one of those few developing countries 
which have experienced double digit in¬ 
flation only on very few occasions in the 
post independence period. These few oc¬ 
casions have created a strong resistance to 
high inflation through the political pro¬ 
cess. 

This kind of a theorising, however, is 
no consolation for the economy. The fact 
is that India cannot afford to go through 
such "few occasions", especially if we want 
to avert the kind of crises that the Latin 
American and African countries went 
through. With this attitude in mind, we 
can say that the inflation rate is indeed 
excessive and the Indian economy must 
take steps to check this. 

Q. Do you flunk that the subsidisation 
of higher and professional education in 
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India is uncalled for? Suggest some mea¬ 
sures for the financing of higher educa¬ 
tion in India. 

Ans. In the recent times, there have 
been a number of discussions and argu¬ 
ments regarding the privatising or 
subsidisation of higher and professional 
education in India. Higher education is 
almost the sole source of social mobility 
and antidote to casteism and social back¬ 
wardness. It has no substitute. Therefore, 
it is said that expenses should be kept low. 
In other words, subsidisation of higher and 
professional education is justified on the 
grounds of the basic need for such educa¬ 
tion. It has been said since many brilliant 
students cannot afford very high fees, the 
government should help them by lower¬ 
ing the amounts that they pay. 

The other side of the story highlights 
the fact that this is not the legitimate func¬ 
tion of the government. The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has (since Feb¬ 
ruary 1995) been finalising guidelines for 
privatising higher education. These 
schemes are supposed to entail cutting 
State grants by freezing them at the 1992- 
93 level (plus 10 per cent) for four years 
and raising tuition fees by three or five¬ 
fold. These proposals would be thrust on 
institutions like the IITs and UMs, who 
would create a corpus fund by raising 
money from private sources here and 
abroad. This is supposed to help in pro¬ 
moting institutions of higher learning. 
There would be formed a centralised, 
multifaculty university campus thus en¬ 
suring equal emphasis on all courses and 
not just the professional or vocational ones. 

This kind of a scheme would help in 
reducing government expenditure. Both 
State governments and the UGC face a 
financial crunch and there is a need for 
augmenting resources with private ones. 
The State would then be able to divert 
funds to other aspects. 

Such schemes are meant to promote 
dose interaction between the industry and 
educational institutions. We need a focus 
on the actual needs of the industry. 

This scheme has its own pitfalls too. 
There could be a danger of bossism of the 


private sector. The government cannot just 
shift its burden on others. It is also naive 
to imagine that the private industry would 
be interested in encouraging all kinds of 
courses. It would be too much to exped 
that business houses would agree to fund 
philosophy, history, aesthetics, astrophys¬ 
ics and other such subjects. 

Clearly, higher education finandng is 
an issue that needs a more balanced ap¬ 
proach. While the government must realise 
the importance of higher education in 
India, it also has to be careful that the 
private industries of the future are kept 
free from the 'rule of regulation' so that a 
clean set up is ensured. 

Q. Examine the extent of poverty in 
India. What has been our strategy for pov¬ 
erty eradication? 

Ans. Poverty has been defined as a 
social phenomena in which a section of 
society is unable to fulfil even its basic 
necessities of life. To determine the extent 
of poverty or make any other analysis, it 
is important to define a poverty line. A 
poverty line dividing the poor from the 
non-poor is used by putting a price on the 
minimum required consumption levels of 
food, clothing, shelter, fuel and health care 
etc. 

While poverty in urban areas fell by 
12 per cent during 1970-88 the poverty in 
rural areas fell only by 8 per cent. A recent 
report by the Wsrld Bank had pointed out 
that the total population under the pov¬ 
erty line declined from 43 per cent in 1970- 
75 to 25 per cent in 1988-93. Here, the upper 
poverty line was pegged at an Annual In¬ 
come of Rs 12% in 1985-93. The reasons 
for this decline have been many. A general 
growth in the economy has contributed 
towards poverty alleviation. There was 
also an increase in the agricultural pro¬ 
ductivity over the years. Third, there were 
a number of programmes implemented to 
attack poverty. 

At different points of time, the gov¬ 
ernment has sought to attack various as¬ 
pects of the domestic economy. In the Fifth 
Plan, the direct targets were unemploy¬ 
ment and under-employment. In the Sixth 


Plan also, the planners again realised that 
both rural and urban poverty were iden¬ 
tifiable with low productivity, low wages, 
intermittent employment, as well as 
chronic lack of work. This attitude contin¬ 
ued during the Seventh Plan period also 
and the government thought of continu¬ 
ing with various multi-faceted attacks on 
poverty. Removal of unemployment, im¬ 
provement in agricultural performance 
and the overall economic growth helped 
fight poverty. 

Besides, there have been specific pov¬ 
erty eradication programmes. Such steps 
include redistribution of land acquired 
after the imposition of a ceiling of 10-12 
acres among the small and marginal farm¬ 
ers ; provision of security of tenure of 
sharecroppers and temporary tenants; pro¬ 
viding employment; special programmes 
like IRDP, NREP, RLEGP; providing wa¬ 
ter to dry lands by extending minor irri¬ 
gation; extension of opportunities of 
self-employment; encouraging production 
of items of mass consumption, especially 
wage goods, in small scale and cottage 
industries to enlarge the employment 
potential; to provide greater grants for 
schools in the backward areas and tor 
backward classes so that inequality of 
opportunity can be reduced. 

Most of the schemes get distorted 
during implementation. This needs to be 
checked. Only then can the strategy for 
poverty eradication work well. 

Q. Do you agree with the view that 
the population problem is the main hurdle 
in our development? Give reasons for your 
answers. 

Ans. The relation between rising 
population and development has always 
been of great interest to economists. This 
relationship is, in fact, a circular one. In¬ 
creasing population hampers economic 
growth. Some very basic results of unprec¬ 
edented population increase are related to 
the social infrastructure and essential 
needs of the people. Rapid population 
growth makes it difficult for governments 
to provide required levels of health, water 
and sanitation services and makes it diffi- 
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cult to attain good health outcomes. Edu¬ 
cation is also affected. The quality of edu¬ 
cation provided by the government 
remains poor, especially in rural India. 
While lower population growth would 
make it easy for the government to pro¬ 
vide better education, education in turn 
would further help curb population 
growth. 

Income inequality also rises with 
higher rates of population growth. High 
population density leads to large declines 
in real incomes of landless labourers which 
large landowners experience sharp in¬ 
creases in the rents paid to them. 

Population growth also results in a 
greater demand for energy for household 
use. Since income levels are low, energy 
consumed ts mainly non-conventional. 
Employment pressures lead to changing 
land use patterns such as diversion of fal¬ 
low forest land to permanent clearing for 
cultivation, burning of forest land and 
grass land, creation of wet lands and in¬ 
creased carbon emissions in the air. De¬ 
crease in population pressures would 
equip the government with greater re¬ 
sources to tackle this problem. 

Slow economic growth and poverty 
also cause rapid population growth. Poor 
quality of health services, poor nutrition, 
lack of immunization—these combine to 
result in low life expectancy and high in¬ 
fant mortality. 

While it is difficult to categorically 
state that population is the main hurdle in 
our development, it is definitely one that 
requires a lot of attention. Population prob¬ 
lem does not come alone. It brings with it 
various related problems that become 
deep-rooted in the economy. 

Q. Discuss some of the achievements 
and failures of economic reforms in In¬ 
dia. 

Ans. For an appraisal of the reform 
process one needs to analyse some major 
areas of concern. The three primary ones 
are fiscal deficit, external imbalance and 
inflation. Besides these. Agriculture, In¬ 
dustry and Infrastructure are also impor¬ 
tant. Other areas are the public sector units, 


the social sector and the financial sector. 

Fiscal Deficit: The fiscal deficit, as a 
per cent of GDP, has been 8.3 in 1990-91, 
5.9 in 1991-92,5.7 in 1992-93,7.4 in 1993- 
94 and finally 6.0 in 1994-95. The govern¬ 
ment has taken considerable steps to cut 
down subsidies, non-plan expenditure, 
disinvestment of government holdings in 
public undertakings. However, the failure 
in this particular area is that the cuts have 
been mainly in capital expenditures rather 
than extravagant administrative expenses. 
There is still plenty of scope for generat¬ 
ing more resources by cutting down fur¬ 
ther on subsidies and improving the 
efficacy of public spending. 

External Sector: The debt service pay¬ 
ments as per cent of current receipts was 
32.3 in 1990-91, declined to 29.8 in 1991- 
92, increased again to 30.3 in 1992-93 and 
then declined to 24.8 in 1993-94. The cur¬ 
rent account deficit also declined from Rs 
3526 crores in 1992-93 and then to Rs 315 
crores in 1993-94. Forex reserves have 
shown an impressive growth. From a situ¬ 
ation where the country had just enough 
for one day, it became as high as $ 18 bil¬ 
lion. The reality, however, is that a major¬ 
ity has beer, attained by NRI deposits and 
incurring foreign debt. The former is-not 
a reliable source in the long term and the 
latter leads to a debt trap. 

Inflation: This has always remained 
a problem for the Indian economy. Inspite 
of all jolts, this did come to a single digit. 
The inflation figure for 1994-95 (April- 
February) was 9.6. Although the govern¬ 
ment initiated a lot of steps but a lot 
remains to be done. 

Agriculture, Industry and Infrastruc¬ 
ture: Besides these three main areas of 
concern, Agriculture, Industry and Infra¬ 
structure are also supposed to play major 
roles in bringing the economy back in its 
full form. Trends in domestic investment 
have been encouraging which has been 
evident from sanctions and disbursements 
of term loans by All India Financial Insti¬ 
tutions and capital market operations. In 
agriculture there has been an increase in 
foodgrain reserves as well as foodgrain 
production and the country's irrigation 


potential. There are traces of fruits of 
modernisation being felt by farmers. It is 
also felt that WTO would also have an 
overall positive effect on Indian agricul¬ 
ture. 

However, there have been major la¬ 
cunas in the reform process in respect of 
agriculture. Over the years, investment in 
agriculture has declined. There is a need 
to increase investment in irrigation, rural 
communication, schemes for control of 
land and water degradation and other 
agriculture related infrastructure. 

Industrial growth still remains below 
expectations although there are indications 
that the industry is coming out of the 
recessionary phase. By and large, the in¬ 
dustrial sector is yet to respond fully to 
liberalization measures. 

Public Sector Units: There has been 
considerable amount of disinvestment of 
the Public Sector Units (PSUs) in an at¬ 
tempt to march on the path to 
privatisation. However, the government 
policy on privatisation remains quite ill 
defined and ambiguous. 

Financial Sector Significant steps 
have been taken in the financial sector also. 
Two important reports—the Narasimhan 
Committee Report on Banking and the 
Malhotra Committee Report on Insurance 
Sector—have been formulated in recent 
years. Though a number of steps have been 
taken, a lot remains to be done. For the 
common man, going to the bank is still 
full of hassles. The entry of private banks 
has been a boon. Banks must be cleared of 
bad debts and their financial strength and 
profitability needs to be improved through 
better management, efficient services and 
prudent investment policies. 

Social Sector This sector is one that 
has attracted the maximum attention. 
There has been a marked change in 
programme thrusts and prioritisation 
within social sectors is evident in recent 
years. Full manifestation of the process are 
yet to show. Health and Nutrition remain 
neglected areas and Education, surpris¬ 
ingly, has never been allotted a budget that 
would reflect the government's concern. 
Poverty remains a major issue of concern. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. aeon: (a) time (measureless) Ib) tradition (ageless) (c) person 
(unreliable) id) battle (royal). 

2. blabber: (a) reserve judgement ( b) behave cautiously 
(c) talk foolishly (d) walk fast. 

3. curmudgeon: (a) jolly fellow (b) bad-tempered person 
(r) selfish person (d) chair-person. 

4. double entendre: (a) double-meaning (b) double-deal¬ 
ing (c) double-standard (d) double-bluff. 

5. en masse: (a) with one voice Ib) collective decision (c)'sud- 
den departure id) all together. 

6. fracas: (a) disturbance (b ) settlement (c) fancy id) free¬ 
dom. 

7. grouchy: (a) original ib) artificial (c) ill-tempered id) experi¬ 
enced. 

8. hunky-dory: (a) excellent ib) duplicate (c) dull id) fac¬ 
tual. 

9. incriminate: (a) assure (b) blame (c) forgive id) forget. 

10. kybosh (kibosh): (a) encouragement ib) inspiration 
(c) slogan (d) stop. 

11. lacerate: (a) operate ib) hurt (feelings) (c) complain 
id) eat (too much). 

12. machination: (a) slave ib) failure (c) plot id) success. 

13. nitty-gritty: (a) facts ib) quotations (c) follies id) roads. 

14. outclass: (a) surpass ib) harass ic) confuse id) manage. 

15. prickly: (a) pleasant ib) delicate (c) touchy id) obstinate. 

16. replenish: (a) supply ib) fill ic) anticipate id) aspire. 

17. sloth: (a) scenery ib) description ic) depression id) idle¬ 
ness. 

18. tearaway: (a) moderate ib) tolerant ic) unimpressive 
id) irresponsible. 

19. under-dog: (a) traitor ib) patriot ic) weak person id) clever 
person. 

20. votary: (a) worker (b) follower ic) official id) weaver. 

ANSWERS 

1. aeon: (a) time (measureless, immemorial). 

—There are no two opinions about the fact that the earth 
was formed aeons ago. 

Z blabber (c) talk foolishly or talk too much. 

—The habit of blabbering on or about every subject makes a 
person a social irritant. 

3. curmudgeon: ib) bad-tempered (person) 

—Since the new manager is a curmudgeon, his subordinates try 
to avoid him. 

4. double entendre: (a) double-meaning. 

—In the present day film lyrics, circumspection (caution) takes 
foe form of double entendre. 


5. en masse: id) all together. 

—Individually the children are delightful; en masse they 
can be unbearable. 

6. fracas: (a) disturbance, noisy quarrel. 

—The police were called in to break up (stop) the fracas. 

7. grouchy: ic) ill-tempered, sulky. 

—When I entered the room, I found my father in a grouchy 
mood. 

8. hunky-dory: (a) excellent. 

—As far as the organisation of the Book Fair is concerned, 
everything was hunky-dory, to say the least. 

9. incriminate: ib) blame, implicate. 

—She refused to make a statement to the police m case she 
incriminated herself. 

10. kybosh (kibosh): id) stop, halt, brake. 

—When he broke his leg it put the kybosh on his holiday. 

11. lacerate: ib) hurt (feelings). 

—As far as possible we should avoid the use of such words 
or gestures as would lacerate the feelings of our friends. 

12. machination: Ic) plot, scheme (evil). 

—Constant vigilance is the need of the hour if we really 
mean to counter the machinations of trouble-shooters across the 
borders. 

13. nitty-gritty: la) facts, realities. 

—It was left to the working sessions of the conference to 
tackle the nitty-gritty of specific cultural changes of our time. 

14. outclass: la) surpass. 

—In design and quality of manufacture, Indian goods are likely 
to be outclassed by their foreign counterparts. 

15. prickly: ic) touchy, irritable. 

—India has always been prickly about how it is portrayed 
in international media. 

16. replenish: Ib) fill again, renew. 

—In order to face any eventuality, government is trying its 
best to replenish its warehouses with food-grains and edible oils. 

17. sloth: id) idleness, laziness. 

—Hot weather coupled with food to the fill leads one to a 
state of sloth and sleepiness. 

18. tearaway: id) irresponsible, impetuous. 

—It is beyond my understanding how she is able to put 
up with her tearaway son. 

19. under-dog: Ic) weak person, poor person. 

—Unless our plans and programmes reach out to the under¬ 
dogs, we cannot hope to achieve the goal of social equality. 

20. votary: ib) follower, enthusiast. 

—India has always been a valiant votary of peace, both at 
home and abroad. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Scanty rainfall and its 
Consequences 

Q. If India receives only 50% rainfall 
in the next three consecutive years, what 
will happen? Give three possible conse¬ 
quences. 

Ans. If today India is sitting pretty 
and comfortable on the food front, the 
credit goes to the efforts of Indian farmers 
as also to the nearly normal rainfall dur¬ 
ing the past eight years or so. The ware¬ 
houses are full and the markets are 
behaving wisely not because of any offi¬ 
cial pressure but as a result of good and 
timely rains that have enabled the plan¬ 
ners and policy makers to think of estab¬ 
lishing agro-based industries and thus give 
a new look and thrust to Indian agricul¬ 
ture. Since a majority of our population 
still depends upon agriculture and the 
latter owes much of its achievements to 
the benevolence of rain gods, any erratic 
behaviour of rains in the coming three 
years can upset the apple-cart and create 
problems of multi-dimensional propor¬ 
tions for one and all. God forbid, if the 
total rainfall in a year falls by 50% in the 
(coming) three consecutive years, the con¬ 
sequences can be anything but pleasant. 

Since the Indian agriculture, directly 
as well as indirectly, very much depends 
upon rains, their failure or inadequacy 
would bring about drought-like condi¬ 
tions in different parts of the country. Such 
States as contribute much to the Central 
pool of grains of different types, might 
fail to procure food-grains to the desired 
and required level. An atmosphere of panic 
and scarcity would come to prevail and 
the prices may escalate beyond the reach 
of ordinary citizens. The "public distribu¬ 
tion system" may come to a halt or face 
reduced supply of food-grains and other 
items of daily use, which eventuality too 
would hit hard the poorer and weaker 


sections of the society. 

The already contentious issue of shar¬ 
ing river waters by the riparian States 
would be further aggravated. The appre¬ 
hension that the relations between such 
States would be further strained and em¬ 
bittered is not without any basis. Of late, 
we have seen how the sharing of 'river 
waters' between States became the hot¬ 
beds of political gimmicks and 'a bone of 
contention'. 

Demand for more electricity to run 
tube-wells would make a quantum jump 
and the country, already, facing a huge 
deficit on the power front, would have to 
starve its industries to feed its fields. The 
prospects of living with the grim reality 
that India would receive only 50% of rain¬ 
fall in the coming three years are too seri¬ 
ous and severe to brook any complacency 
on the part of people as well as die ‘pow¬ 
ers that be'. The hard earned foreign ex¬ 
change will have to be spent to import 
food-grains to keep replenishing the fast 
depleting warehouses. 

Combating Terrorism in India 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to combat terrorist activities in India. Ex¬ 
plain how the measures being suggested 
by you will be effective. 

Ans. For more than a decade now 
India has lived, fought and suffered on 
account of terrorism and if today, there 
are some perceptible signs of improve¬ 
ment, the need to be more vigilant and 
vigorous towards this deadly enemy is the 
crying call of the hour. The ugly face of 
terrorism in Punjab, J & K and North East 
India was and continues to be heinous and 
calls fin both preventive as well as posi¬ 
tive measures to combat the evil at differ¬ 
ent leveis. 

An in-depth study and scrutiny of 


such causes as lead to alienation and self¬ 
destructive drift among the youth should 
be made and priorities fixed to win back 
those who have been lured or forced to 
join the ranks of hard-core terrorists. In 
most cases the basic cause of terrorism lies 
in the social, religious, political, economic 
and administrative structure of society. 
Appropriate but effective measures and 
constructive changes in these areas can go 
a long way in retrieving the lost grouns 
and thus infusing a new confidence among 
the mis-guided youth. 

Preventive measures like fencing the 
borders to check infiltration of foreign 
trained terrorists and an inflow of arms 
and other deadly material, can prove quite 
effective and result-oriented. Since much 
work has been done in this direction, help 
and cooperation of friendly countries 
should be sought so that terrorists do not 
find safe haven and passage there to sneak 
into India to carry out their terrorist ac¬ 
tivities. The assistance of Interpol can be 
of immense value in this matter. At home 
intelligence agencies of the worst affected 
and vulnerable States should be strength¬ 
ened with the supply of most modem and 
hi-tech gadgets. An effective intelligence 
network can provide enough capability to 
prevent terrorists from striking their tar¬ 
gets. 

There should be an earnest effort 
on the part of Central, as well as State 
governments to introduce some positive 
programmes that can transfer the frus¬ 
trations and grievances of terrorists into 
some positive work. Under no circum¬ 
stances the security forces should harass 
and humiliate the common people. Vio¬ 
lation of human rights, custodial deaths 
and fake encounters are definitely 
counter-productive measures and they 
can put spokes in the wheel to combat 
terrorism. 
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Space research versus rural 
development 

Q. Some people feel that India should 
not pursue its activities in space research. 
Instead the money spent on it should be 
diverted to develop rural India. Give two 
arguments in favour and two arguments 
against the proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. If some people genuinely and sin¬ 
cerely feel that India should not spend its 
scarce resources in the field of space re¬ 
search, their objection should not be con¬ 
strued as a publicity stunt or an 
anti-national activity. The advocates of the 
policy that India, like the other developed 
countries, should not lag behind in ex¬ 
ploring the space may be doing so out of 
either ignorance of the ground realities or 
out of an intense intention to be in the 
club of Space Research Countries'. In fact 
both their ignorance as well as their inten¬ 
tions are misplaced because what we need 
in India are not a few kudos or concrete 
steps forward in the area of space research 
but an immediate, urgent and ubiquitous 
concern and consideration for the basic 
problems. Despite the tact that we have 
been a free country for nearly five decades 
now, the pounding problems of poverty, 
illiteracy, exploitation of the weak and the 
down-trodden in the country-side, 
coupled with a host of other flaws and 
fallacies, are no fantasies or phantoms but 
mocking moles on the body politic called 
rural India. 

2. No doubt, by launching a tew sat- 
i lilies into the space and making some 
momentous movements in the field of 
space technology, both independently as 
well as in collaboration with others, we 
may have added a few feathers to our 
national cap. But when we look towards 
the alarming numbers of those below 
the poverty line, the high number of il¬ 
literates, deplorable conditions ot health 
and hygiene, millions of children en¬ 
gaged in earning their livelihood and 
the like, our heads hang in shame. In 
the presence of these 'dark areas' in our 
national pride and prestige, spending 
millions of rupees on space research is 
certainly a sin. 


! Arguments against the proposition 
| 1. Those who charge that India is pur- 

; suing its activities in space research out of 
j pleasure or prestige, are themselves vic- 
! tims of ignorance. No investment in sci- 
; ence and technology, and especially in a 
! developing country like India, is being 
done for the fun of it. All the information 
; and data collected from the satellites is, 

| in essence, timely inputs on the road to 
i development and self-reliance. The Indian 
i agriculture, that had been a captive of the 
; vagaries of weather, and the fishermen in 
the coastal areas, who had suffered be- 
i cause of cyclones without any prior wam- 
: ing, need not feel helpless and hapless 
! now. The satellites in space would gather 
information about weather conditions 
much in advance and this information, 
i when properly and timely dispersed 
| among the concerned people, would save 
j them from the impending calamity and 
: colossal losses. 

! 2. Those advocating the argument of 

' diverting funds being spent on space re¬ 
search activities to the rural sector seem to 
| be half-witted and half-serious. There is 
no denying the fact that rural India, and 
, its manifold problems, need massive in- 
! vestment men, money and material to 
: bring about any tangible and telling im- 
; provement there. But we cannot achieve 
| this goal by closing down the space re- 
! search programme and thus turn the 
{ clock back or move against the current 
I of present-day realities. Needless to say 
| that besides their unique role and util- 
, itv in the telecom and visual media sec- 
! tors, satellites can bring quality 
• education to students who stand disad¬ 
vantaged geographically and economi¬ 
cally. Let us not belittle and berate the 
; significance of space research activities 
in our national life—-both urban as well 
as rural. 

i 

I 

j Human rights in India 

; Q. India's performance in protecting 
! human rights has generally been satisfac- 
i tory. Give your views on the above propo- 
! sition from your own knowledge, 
| experience and reading. 

! Ans. Respect for human rights and 


their observance in letter and spirit of the 
Constitution, indicates the sound health 
of a society and the fruitful functioning of 
a responsive and responsible government. 
Human rights as a sacred barometer of 
the collective social conscience is the quid 
pro quo of all civilised societies and no 
excuse or alibi is strong enough to violate 
them. When so much is being written and 
talked about the observance or violation 
of human rights in different parts of the 
world, India's performance in protecting 
human rights seems to have been quite 
satisfactory. There have been occasions 
when people have suffered at the hands 
of security forces during the worst days ot 
terrorism but such aberrations are an ex¬ 
ception in every polity. When certain forces 
inimical to the national interests are deter¬ 
mined to tear apart the national fabric of 
unity, sovereignty and secularism, some 
excesses or curbs on human rights are 
bound to occur. In this respect, if the vigi¬ 
lant media and an independent judiciary, 
comments adversely on the functioning 
of police department or an over-zealous 
executive. One should not jump to the 
conclusion that India has become a hunt¬ 
ing ground for the poor and the inno¬ 
cent to be chased and charged. Though 
India may not be an ideal State as far as 
its performance in safe-guarding human 
rights is concerned, it is equally not as 
culpable as some other countries may 
be. 

The establishment of National Hu¬ 
man Rights Commission and similar 
other Commissions for the protection of 
the basic rights of women, minorities, 
scheduled castes and tribes, etc. is a tell¬ 
ing testimony to the fad that both the 
ruling elite as well as the society at large 
is fully alive to safe-guarding and re¬ 
specting the rights of all. There is no 
gainsaying the fact that custodial deaths, 
detention without trial, dowry deaths, 
neglect of children and other weaker 
segments and even their inhuman ex¬ 
ploitation do take place in our polity, 
but to such gross violations of human 
rights, the powerful media and an ac¬ 
tive and enlightened judiciary have al¬ 
ways intervened and tried to set the 
things right. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. By selling 150 mangoes, a fruit-seller gains the 
selling price of 30 mangoes. His gain is: 

(a) 25% (b) 24% (c) 27% id) 16% 

2. In an examination, a candidate needs 40% marks 
to pass. A candidate who gets 210 marks fails by 40 marks. 
The maximum no. of marks is: 

(a) 525 (b) 625 (r) 650 (d) 575 

3. The value of (256)' 1 6 x (256) 04 is: 

(a) 64 (b) 4 (c) 8 (d) 16 

4. The sum of a two-digit no. and the no. formed by 
reversing the digits is a perfect square. The total number 
of such nos. is: 

(a) 8 (b) zero (c) 1 

(d) infinitely many 

5. The division of a number by non-zero number is 
closed m the set of: 

(a) Natural nos. (b) Whole nos. 

(c) Integers id) Rational nos 

6. If ji = ^ ~ 3 then ^ is equal to: 

(a) T) <*>) i O') 27 

id) None of these 

7. Ahound chases a stag running 200 m ahead. If the 


speed of the stag is 15 km/hr and that of hound is 17 
km/hi; how much time will hound take to catch the stag? 
(a) 4 minutes (b) 6 minutes 

(c) 3.5 minutes id) 5 minutes 

8. A man rows against the flow of the stream at the 
rate of 2 km/hr and along its flow at the rate of 1 km in 

7 2 minutes. How long will it take him to row 10 km in still 

water? 

(a) 2 hours (b) 3^ hours 


12 hours 


(d) None of these 


9. A man spent 60% of his salary and deposi ted 15% 
in the bank. If he is left with Rs 750, what is monthly salary 
(in Rs)? 

(a) 2000 ( b) 4000 (c) 3000 (d) 5000 

10. Two motor cars A and B cover the same distance 
in 30 minutes and 40 minutes respectively. If A's speed is 
48 km/hi; B's speed is: 

( 4 ) 44 km/hr (6) 35 km/'hr 

(c) 36 km/hr (d) 30 km/hr 

11. A wooden cylinder 12 cm long and 7 cm in radius 
is divided into 2 equal parts by a plane cut passing 


through its axes. The surface area of u\t.ir>gi<lar i.v.v 
formed of one of the pieces is: 

(a) 168sqcm (b) 24ftsq<.it, 

(c) 84sqcm (d) None oi then- 

12. How many match boxes of the size 4 cm x 5 on’ 

2 cm are contained in a box of size 12 cm x 6 cm x 4 err, ? 

(a) 16 (b) 14 (r) 13 id) 12 

13. Which must be added to ^ to make it |? 


, . x ... x + 1 

(0 ~r7 M —t 

34. If a* - b, h v =■ c, c y - a then xy/ = 0 

(a) 0 (b) 1 (r) a+b-*-c id) -1 

15. If 10< x 2 <20 and x is a whole no. then x = ? 

(a) ±2 (b) ±5 (c) ±3 id) ±4 

16. If x be a rational no., the equ |x| x - 1 has the :>ol. 
set. 

(a) (-21 (b) 1-3) (c) (4| (d) |-i| 

17. The sum of two numbers is 10, their product is 20. 
The sum of their reciprocals is: 

(«> 25 0 ) \ 10 i oo 2 

18. A reduction of 20% in the price of mangoes en¬ 
ables a man to buy 25 mangoes more for Rs 40. Find the 
reduced price of 200 mangoes. 

(a) Rs 50 (b) Rs 48 (r) Rs64 id) Rs36 

19. If the numerator of a fraction be increased by 15% 
and denominator be diminished by 8% the fraction be¬ 
comes -j^. Find the original fraction. 

<»> 5 <» § M J «0 l 

20 In what time will the S.I. on Rs 900 at 6% be equal 
to S I. on Rs 540 for 8 years at 5%? 

(a) 4yrs ( b ) 5yrs (c) 3^- yrs 

(d) None of these 

21. If a bank pays 15% dividend, what rate of interest 
would a man get py purchasing Rs 10 shares for Rs 12? 

(a) 12.5% (b) 15% (c) 10.5% (if) 13% 

22. A and B undertook a piece of work for Rs 200. A 
can do it in 6 days and B in 8 days. With C's help, they 
finished it in 3 days. How much is paid to C? 
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(a) Rs 20 (b) Rs 40 (c) Rs25 (d) Rs60 

23. Acistem has a leak which would empty it in 8 hrs. 
A tap is turned on which admits 10 litres a minute into the 
cistern. It Is now emptied in 16 hrs. How many litres does 
the cistern hold? 

(a) 8000 litre (b) 9200 litre 

(c) 7500 litre (d) 9600 litre 

24. What sum of money must be invested in 5% stock 
at 102 to obtain an annual income of Rs 300? 

(a) Rs 5280 (fe) Rs 6120 

(r) Rs 7426 (d) None of these 

25. How many metres of cloth 3 m wide will be 
required to make a conical tent whose radius is 12 m and 
height is 16 m? 

(a) 300 m ( b) 251.42 m 

(c) 228 m (d) None of these 

26. A potter has a sphere of clay of 2 cm radius wants 
to make 4 equal smaller spheres of the same total surface 
area as that of the bigger one. What should be the radius 
of the smaller sphere? 

(a) 1cm ( b ) 1.5 cm (c) 2 cm 

(d) None of these 

27. A cone, a hemisphere and a cylinder stand on 
equal bases and have the same height, height being equal 
to the radius of circular base. Find the ratio of their whole 
surfaces. 

(fl) <V2 + 1):3:4 (b) V2 : 3 :1 

(r) 3:4: (>/2 +1) (d) None of these 

28. The minute hand of a clock is 10 cm long. Find the 
area on the face of the clock described by the minute hand 
between 9 and 9.35 a.m. 

(a) 183.33 cm 2 ( b ) 139.85 cm 2 

(c) 171.24 cm 2 (d) None of these 

29. Find a number one-sixth of which exceeds its one 
ninth by 100. 

(n) 2000 (b) 1700 (c) 1440 (d) 1800' 

1 

30. In an election where gth of the constituency did 

not vote, two candidates contested. One of the candidates 
2 

who received -^rd of the number of actual votes was de¬ 
clared successful by a majority of 120 votes. Find the total 
number of votes in the constituency . 

(«) 350 ( b ) 470 (c) 190 (d) 270 

31. Divide Rs 4747 among A, B, C, D so that B's share 

2 3 

is ^ of A's, C's share is ^ of B's and D gets as much as B and 
C together D's share is: 

(a) Rs 1500 (b) Rs 1476 

(c) Rs 1616 (d) Rs 1292 

32. Divide Rs 800 into two parts so that simple inter¬ 
est on first part for 2j years at 4% be double the interest 

on second part for 5 years at 3%. Find the first part. 

(«) Rs 500 (b) Rs300 (c) Rs600 (d) Rs650 


33. A offers a horse in cash Rs 200 and B offers Rs 255 
to be paid after 6 months Which is better offers money 
being reckoned at 4% and by how much? 

(a) second offer by Rs 20 ( b ) first offer by Rs 30 

(c) both are same 

(d) second offer is better by Rs 50 

34. 0.117% can be expressed as: 

(a) 11.7 (b) 0.117 

(c) 0.0117 (d) 0.00117 

35. How many times must 1 run amund a square field 
of area 1 hectare to run 6 km? 

(a) 15 (6) 13 (c) 12 (d) 17 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (a) Let S.P of 1 mango be Re 1 

S.E of 150 mangoes = Rs 150 
Gain = Rs 30 .-. C.P * 150 - 30 = Rs 120 

■an 

Gain% = ~ x 100 = 25 

2. (b) 40% of x — 210 + 40 - 250 x = 625 

3. ( b) 

4 . (a) let the digit at units' place be x and at ten place - v 

.-. lOy + x + lOx + y is a perfect square 
i.e. 11 (x + y) is a perfect square /. x +• y = 11 

The possible pairs of x and y are (2,9), (9,2), (3,8), 
(8, 3), (4, 7), (7,4), (5,6), (6,5) i.c. 8 

.•. Total no. of such nos. = 8 (i.e. 29, 92,38, 83, 47, 
74,65,56) 


5. (d) 



7. (b) Difference in speeds of hoimd and stag 

= 17 - 15-2 km/hr 

Distance between them - 200 m 2 km - 2000 m 
60 

Reqd. time = 200 x ^qq = 6 minutes 

8. (a) Let speed in still water be x km/hr and that of 

stream be y km /hr 
2 

x + y = lxrjg-x60 = 8, x-y = 2 

2x = 10 or x = 5 km/hr 

% 

10 

Reqd. time = -y = 2 hrs 


9. (c) Saving = 100 - (60 +• 15) = 25% 

.-. 25% of salary = Rs 750 
inn 

.-. Salary = 750 x = Rs 3000 

10. (c) Distance covered by car Ain 30 minutes 
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11. (a) 

12. (d) 

13. ( b ) 

14. ( b) 

15. (d) 
17. (fc) 


18. (r) 


19. (c) 

20 . (a) 

21 . («) 


22. (c) 


23. (d) 


24. (i>) 

25. (b) 


26. (a) 


24 

Iff 

.'. B's speed = -gg- = 36 km/hr 

Area of rectangle = 12 x (2 x 7) = 168 sq cm 

No. of match boxes = ^ * - x -~- = 12 
4x3x2 


c z = a => (b y ) 7 ~ a =$ b yz = a =>(a x ) yz 
= a =>a xyz = a =* xyz = 1 

16. (d) 

x+y = 10, xy = 20 


x + y 10 . 
xy ~ 20 l e ' 



1-1 

x~2 


Reduced price of 25 mangoes = ygg- x 40 = Rs 8 


Reduced price of 200 mangoes 


= Rs64 


115% of x 15 x 3 
92% ofy ~ "16 " y~ 4 

900 x 6 x / 540 x 8 x 5 . J 

100 " 180 •M-4 

Money earned on Rs 10 at 15°/. = Rs 1.50 
Investment = Rs 12 
I = Rs 1.50 t = 1 year 


Rate% = 


1.50 x 100 
12 x 1 


= 12.5 


A's 3 day's work = 3 x g = ^ .-. Agets = pp = 100 
B's 3 day's work = 3 x g = g 
B gets = g x 200 = 75 


.-. C gets = 200 - (100 -r 75) = Rs 25 

111 

VNfork done by a filling pipe inlhr = g- yg = yg 

The cistern is full by filling pipe in 16 hrs 
Capacity of the cistern = 16 x 60 x 10 = 9600 1 

Income x M.V, 300 x 102 
‘ = 5 “ 


Investment = : 


Rate 


= Rs6120 


1 = Vh 7 +r 7 = Vl6^ +12 2 = 20 m 

i Kr [ 

No. of metres of cloth reqd. = = ~j~ 

22 


x 12 x 20 


3 


= 251.42 m 


A.T.S. 


S.A. of original sphere = S.A. of 4 smaller spheres 
4 it (2) 2 = 4 (4 JtR*) /. R = 1 cm 
Radius of a smaller sphere = 1 cm 


S.A. of cone 

hemisphere 

cylinder 

nr 2 + rtrl 

: 3m 2 : 

2irrh + 2m 2 

kt 2 + nr Vh 2 + r 2 

: 3KT 2 : 

Inr.r + 2m 2 

nr 2 + Jtr V2r 5 

: 3m 2 : 

4JIT 2 ( v 

1 +V2 

: 3 

4 


h = r) 


28. (a) Angle swept by minute hand in 35 minutes 

= 1ST x ^5 = 210° 


210 22 

Reqd. area = x -y x 10 x 10 = 183.33 cm2 


29. (d) J-J = 100 .\ x = 1800 

30. (d) Let actual votes be x 

x 8 

\bters who gave their votes = x - 9 = gX 

No. of votes received by other candidate 

8 2 2 
- 9 x 3 x - 9 x 

Excess votes received by successful candidate 
2 2 4r 

= Jx-gx = -£=120 .-. x = 270 

31. (c) Let A's share = Re 1, B's share = Re j 

C s share = Ds share = ^ + g = -jg- 

Ratio of shares of A, B, C, D = 1 : g : g: ^ 

= 15 :10:6 :16 

Sum of ratios = 15 + 10 + 6 + 16 = 47 
D's share = ^ x 4747 = 1616 

32. (c) Let the first part be Rs x 

X X ^gg- X J = 2 X (800 - x) X ygg X 5 


.-. x = Rs 600 


33. {d) Present worth of Rs 255 = - -- * 1U °. = Rs 250 

100 + 4 x~ 

First offer = Rs 200. Second offer = Rs 250 
.‘. The second offer is better by Rs 50 

34. <d) 

35. (a) Area of square field = 1 hectare = 10000 sq. m. 

Side of a square = V10000 = 100 m 
Perimeter=Distance covered in one round 

= 4x 100 = 400m 
Reqd. no. of times = —jgg— = 15 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Indian Engineering Services Exam, 20th August, 1995 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Items 7 to 10) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences are given. The sentences are in 
three separate parts and each one is 
marked a, b, c. Read each sentence to 
find out whether there is an error in any 
part. No sentence has more than one 
error When you find an error in any 
one of the parts (a, b or c), indicate your 
response on the separate Answer Sheet 
at the appropriate space. You may feel 
that there is no error in a sentence. In 
that case letter 'd' will signify a 'No 
error' response. 

(ii) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item in your Answer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, your answer will be con¬ 
sidered wrong.) Errors may be in gram¬ 
mar, word usage or idioms. There may 
be a word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed. 

(Hi) You are not required tp correct 
the error. You are required only to indi¬ 
rate your response on the Answer 
Sheet. Examples P and Q have been 
solved for you. 

P. The young child(a) singed (b) a 
eery sweet song.(c) No error .(d) 

Q. We worked(«) very hard(b) 
throughout the season.(r) No error.(d) 
Explanation: 

In item P, the word 'singed' is 
wrong. The letter under this part is 'b'; 
so 'b‘ is the correct answer. Similarly, for 
item Q, '</' is the coirect answer, as the 
sentence does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items 2 to 10. 

1. Neither of these trees(fl) have(b) 
green leaves(c). No error(d). 

2. Among the daughters of Ram(a) 
Kama la is inferior than Sita(b) in intel- 
ligencefc). No error(d). 

3. During the depression^) half 
the machines in the factory(b) were 
lazy(c). No error(d). 

4. I am sorry I wasn't at home 
when you came;(a) I had gone to con¬ 
gratulate Mr Suresh(b) for his success in 
the election^). Noern>r(d). 

5. 1 am quite certain that he(fl) can 
be able(b) to do the job(c). No error(d). 


6 . The country is trying(a) to 
achieve self-sufficiency on the food- 
front(b) for the past four decades(c). No 
error (d). 

7. Can you tell us(a) what do you 
read(b) in your spare time(c)? No 
error(d). 

8 . If you go to Kerala(a) you can 
see plenty of (b) beautiful sceneries(c). 
No error(d). 

9. His wife,(a) who is in Madras 
for a long time,(b) will be here next 
week(c). No errorfd). 

10. Once the entire cavalry was 
decimated, the king(a) had no other 
choice(b) but to accept defeat(c). No 
error (d). 

Sentence Improvement 

(Items 11 to 20) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given three possible substitutions for 
the underlined part. If one of them (n), 

(b) or (c) is better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against the correspond¬ 
ing letter (a), ( b) or (c). If none of the 
substitutions improve the sentence, in¬ 
dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' 1 response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) singed the (b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S- I have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) I already twice have read 
this book. 

(b ) I twice have already read 
this book. 

(c) I have tw'ice already read 
this book. 

(d) No improvement. 
Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. 
None of the changes suggested will im¬ 


prove it. 'd' is therefore, the correct 
answer. 

i : rrors mav be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 11 to 20. 

11. Scarcely had the people retired 
than the earthquake shook the whole 
area. 

(a) that (b) when 

(c) while 

(d) No improvement 

12. The river has overflown its 
banks on account of the flood. 

(a) has overflowed 

(b) overflew' 

(r) had overflown 

(d) No improvement 

13. Susheela a vailed herself of all 
the leave to her credit. 

(a) availed of (b) availed 

(< ) availed for 

(d) No improvement 

14. By the time the programme 
gets under way you would know the 
joy of having planned it. 

(a) will have known 

(b) had known 

(c) could know 

(d) No improvement 

15. He asked me what 1 am doing . 

(a) that what I was doing 

(b) what I was doing 

( c ) what was 1 doing 

(d) No improvement 

16. We have read that book. 


(a) isn't it? ( b) didn't we? 

(c) have we? 

(d) No improvement 

17. If only I knew earlier I would 
have sent a telegram. 

(a) I had known earlier 

(b) I know earlier 

(c) I had been knowing earlier 

(d) No improvement 


heatd such nonsense! 

(a) I have never heard in all my 
life 

(b) Never in all my life have I 
heard 

(c) Never I have heard in all my 

life 

(d) No improvement 


MM MAY *96 COMPETrTION MASTER 



19. The doctor is not sure whether 
the patient died from cholera or of over¬ 
eating . 

(a) of cholera or of over-eating 

(b) of cholera or because of 
over-eating 

(c) from cholera or from over¬ 
eating 

(d) No improvement 

20. You can make alternate arran¬ 
gements if you are going to be on leave. 

(a) alternating Xb) altering 

(c) alternative 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 21 to 25) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are under¬ 
lined. You may also find only a group of 
words which is underlined. For each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below. Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined 
part and blacken the corresponding 
space on the Answer Sheet. 

Example 'E' is solved for you 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(a) verbose (b) involved 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent". So fc) is the correct 
answer 

Now attempt items 21 to 25. 

21. The student's attitude towards 
his teacher was deferential. 

(a) evasive (b) rude 

(c) indifferent 

(d) respectful 

22. There was in termittent rainfall 
throughout the afternoon. 

(a) heavy (b) sporadic 

(c) continual (d) fleeting 

23. The thief skilfully eluded the 
police net. 

(s) avoided (b) jumped 

(c) crossed (d) jilted 

‘24. He explained his precarious 
strategy to his followers in unequivocal 
terms. 

(a) unmistakable 

(b) unnatural 

(c) unknown 
id) forceful 

25. This variety of pigeon has now 
become extinct. 

(«) extant (b) rare 

(c) distinct (d) dead 

Aijtonpns (Items 26 to 30) 
Directions: 

In this section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 


in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(a) lazv (b) active 

(c) indecent ( d) casual 

Explanation: 

The word which is nearest op 
posite in meaning to the underlined 
word "smart" is "lazy". So (a) is the 
correct answer. 

Now attempt items 26 to 30. 

26. No one can admire a deceitful 

boy. 

(a) dull (b) sincere 

(c) mischievous 

(d) aggressive 

27. He gave a shallow argument in 
defence of his case. 

(«) unpretentious 

(b) learned 

(c) complicated • 

(d) considered 

28. His health appeared to have 
further deteriorated because of his ex¬ 
asperating routine at college. 

(a) augmented (b) thrived 
(r) improved 
(d) enhanced 

29. The remarks made by the ad¬ 
vocate in the court were effectively con¬ 
cise. 

(a) obscure ( b) verbose 

(r) perspicuous 
(d) piquant 

30. We have carefully read your 
explanation and it sounds plausible. 

(a) incoherent 

(b) unconvincing 

(c) undesirable 

(d) impertinent 

SELECTING WORDS 

(Items 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In the following passage at certain 
points, you are given a choice of three 
words marked (a), ( b ), (c) Choose the 
best word from these three and indicate 
your choice in the relevant column of 
your Answer Sheet. 

Examples Zi and Z 2 have been 
solved for you. 

Zi.The 

(a) boy (b) horse 

(c) dog 

was in the school in Shimla. 

Z 2 . (a) She <b) It 

(r) He 
was homesick. 


Explanation: 

Out of the list given in item Zi, only 
"boy" is the correct choice. So (a) is the 
correct answer. For item Z 2 (c) is the 
correct answer, because that is the 
pronoun which refers back to the noun 
'boy'. 

Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

What is the aim of all this travell¬ 
ing? Each nationality has its own dif¬ 
ferent aim with it. The Americans want 
to take photographs of themselves in 
Trafalgar Square, with the pigeons; in 
the Piazza san Marco, Venice, with the 
pigeons; and in front of the Arc de 
Triomphe, Paris, without pigeons. The 
idea is simply to collect documentary 
proofs that they have been there. The 
German travels to check up 

31. (a) from 

(b) in (c) on 

his guide books : when he sees that 

32. (a) a 

(b) the (c) a certain 

ponte de Rialto is really at its proper 

33. (a) venue, 

(b) end, (c) direction, 

that the Leaning Tower is in 

34. (a) its' 

( b) it's (c) its 

appointed place in Pisa and is 

35. <o) leaning 

(b) bending (c) sloping 
at the angle promised, he ticks 

36. (u) those 

(6) the (c) these 

things off in his guide-book and 
‘ 37. (a) walks 

(h) returns (r) saunters 
home with a gratifying feeling that 

38. (a) he 

( b) she (c) one 
has not been swindled. But whv 

39. (a) did 

(b) does (c) do 
the English travel? First, because their 

40. (a) country man 

(b) nearest man 

(c) neighbour 

does and they have caught the bug 
from him. Secondly, they used to be 
taught that travel broadens the mind 
ana, although they have by now dis¬ 
covered the sad truth that whatever 
travel may do to the mind, Swiss and 
German food certainly broadens cer¬ 
tain other parts of tire body, the old 
notion still angers on. 

COMPREHENSION 

(Items 41 to 55) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have four short 
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passages. After each passage you will 
find several questions based on the pas¬ 
sage. First, read Passage I, and answer 
the questions based on it. Then go on to 
the next passage. 

Examples T and 'J' are solved for 

you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human beings or 
to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found cm earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms oflire have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain 
and death 

Explanation: 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings', which is response (c). So (c) is 
the correct answer. 

J. The best assumption underlying 
the passage is The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response ( b ). So (M is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 41 to 55. 
Passage 1 

The joy of discovery is a very real 
incentive to research, despite the rare¬ 


ness of its realization. It is an error to 
suppose that the scientist is unemotion¬ 
al, or could succeed if he were. The 
error has arisen through a misconcep¬ 
tion. The absolute necessity that a 
scientist's findings shall not be changed 
from objective truth in response to emo¬ 
tional urges of any kind does not result 
in his becoming a particularly unemo¬ 
tional person : whether a discoverer or 
anyone else is pleased with a discovery 
has no effect on its validity. 'I have been 
working like a madman at Drosera', 
wrote Darwin to Sir J.D. Hooker in ref¬ 
erence to his study of insectivorous 
plants and a few days later, to the 
geologist, Lyell, 'at the present moment 
I care more about Drosera than the 
origin of all the spedes in the world... 1 
am frightened and astounded at my 
results'. Kropotkin once wrote. There 
are not many joys in human life equal 
to the joy of the sudden birth of a 
generalization. ... He who has once in 
this life experienced this joy of scientific 
creation will never forget it.' 

41. The author of the passage 
counters the misconception that a 
scientist is unemotional by pointing out 
that 

(a) the objectivity of a scientist 
cannot make emotional 
compromises 

( b) even such a great scientist as 
Darwin cared so much for 
Drosera 

(c) he has the capacity to react to 
emotional appeals made by 
others 

W) he considers scientific dis¬ 
covery equal to the joy of 
creation 

42. In this passage the author tells 
us that scientific research leads one to 

(a) rare discoveries 

(b) sure success 

(r) success, sometimes 

(d) finding the objective truth 

43. Darwin's letter to Lyell reveals 
to us that he 

(a) attached greater importance 
to his discovery of insec¬ 
tivorous plants than to his 
discovery of the origin of 
the species 

(b) used to get deeply involved 
in whatever research, big or 
small, he had on hand at a 
given point of time 

(c) was rather uncertain about 
his success in his research 
on insectivorous plants 

(d) was worried that insec¬ 
tivorous plants would 


destroy all species of insects 

44. The findings of scientific re¬ 
searchers 

(a) are universally welcome 

(b) result in roobing the re¬ 
searcher of all emotions 

(c) are objective in nature 

(d) have universal validity 
Passage II 

One often comes across the remark, 
"It's not what you know that gets you 
ahead; it's who you know." We do not 
subscribe to this cynical remark, but 
neither do we wish to minimize the im¬ 
portance of having influential people 
back you up in your application. Often 
the recommendation of a person whose 
word is respected is a deciding factor in 
getting a job. This is perhaps especially 
true when an employer is considering a 
number of applications from graduates 
who do not have professional ex¬ 
perience. The academic records alone 
might not provide a clear basis for a 
choice. 

45. The recommendation letter of 
an influential person 

(a) matters much because it has 
come from someone impor¬ 
tant 

(b) proves the candidate's 
ability better than his or her 
academic record 

(c) significantly helps where 
academic records are not 
decisive 

(d) provides a clear basis for 
selection to a job 

46. A recommendation letter is im¬ 
portant because, it 

(a) is given by an influential 
person 

(b) helps an employer to oblige 
an influential person by ap¬ 
pointing the person recom¬ 
mended by him or her 

(c) helps an employer to choose 
from many who are not 
otherwise distinctive 

(d) shows one's high connec¬ 
tions 

47. The writer does not affirm; he 
makes a tentative statement by using 
expressions like 

(a) "cynical remark", "profes¬ 
sional experience" 

<M "We do not subscribe ...", 
"neither do we wish..." 

(c) "What you know ...", "who 
you know..." 

id) ''often", "perhaps", 

"especially", "alone" 
Passage III » 

I had hardly settled to work on the 
next issue of the mominger when the 
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boss stormed into the room, raging. 
Having joined his tabloid only a couple 
of months ago, I had come to think of 
him as an urbane, upright and 
meticulous man. The outburst, caused 
by a minor slip in the report filed by me 
yesterday, unnerved me completely. 
"Was this the man who had patted me 
on the shoulder only the other day for 
covering the Prime Minister's visit to 
the State?"—1 asked myself in vain. I 
wrote out my resignation and walked 
out of the office in a stupor. 

48. The boss stormed into the 
room, raging, because 

(a) he was sure that something 
terrible had happened 
the author had made some 
mistake 

he came to know that the 
author had come late 
the author had not carried 
out his orders 

49. From reading the passage one 
can conclude that the author worked in 

(a) a government office collect¬ 
ing and disseminating in- 


(b) 

(c) 
id) 


formation about the visits of 
ministers and other VIPs 

(W one of the departments of a 
privately owned daily 
newspaper 

(c) a private company bringing 
out a weekly news 
magazine 

(d) a publicity and public rela¬ 
tions office run by a ruling 
political party 

50. The author left the office in a 
stupor because 

(a) the sudden display of 
temper by the boss had un¬ 
settled him completely 

(b) he had to resign his position 
because of a minor slip on 
his part 

(o he felt that he had failed ut¬ 
terly in the task assigned to 
him 

(d) the boss's behaviour 
towards him had often been 
harsh 

51. The boss of the establishment 
where the author worked was a/an 

(a) nice man who insisted on 
perfection in work 


(b) quarrelsome man quick to 
rind fault with others' work 

(c) decent man 

(4) unpleasant man of capri¬ 
cious moods 

Passage IV 

Then a terrible thing happened. 
While we were waiting for the coffee, 
the head waiter, with an ingratiating 
smile on his false face, came up to us 
bearing a large basket full of huge 
peaches. They had the blush of an in¬ 
nocent girl; they had the rich tone of an 
Italian landscape. But surely, peaches 
were not in season then? Lord knew 
what they cost. I knew too—a little 
later—for my guest, going on with her 
conversation, absent-mindedly took 
one. 

'You sec you've filled your 
stomach with a lot of meat'—my one 
miserable little chop—‘and you rai't 
eat more. But I've just had a snack and 
I shall enjoy the peach.' 

The bill came, and when I paid it I 
found that I had only enough for a quite 
inadequate tip. Her eyes rested for an 
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instant on the three francs 1 left for the 
waiter, and I know that she thought me 
mean. But when 1 walked out of the . 
restaurant 1 had the whole month 
before me and not a penny in my pock¬ 
et. 

52. Which one of the following 
words/groups of words suggests that 
the peaches were attractive? 

(a) Huge (b) In season 
to) Blush of an innocent girl 
to) Ingratiating 

53. Which one of the following 
statements about the passage is true? 

to) The incident happened at 
the author's home 
(/’) There were a number of 
guests 

(c) Tne incident happened at a 
hotel 

to) The writer enjoyed the party 

54. The author knew that the 
peaches would be expensive because 

to) they appeared huge 

(b) they looked as beautiful as 
the Italian landscape 

(c) the lady liked them 

(d) they were difficult to come 
by at that time of the year 

55. The lady might haw thought 
him mean because 

(a) he left three Francs as tip 
(h) he did not eat any peach 
(cl he had filled his stomach 
with a lot of meat 
to) he walked out rather 
abruptly 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

(Items 56 to 60) 

Directions: 

In items 56 to 60 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. The first and the 
sixth sentences are given in the begin¬ 
ning. The middle four sentences in each 
have been removed and jumbled up. 
These are labelled P, Q, R and S. You are 
required to find out the proper order for 
the four sentences and mark according¬ 
ly on the Answer Sheet. 

Example : 

Si : There was a boy named Jack. 

Sf, : At last she turned him out of 
the house. 

P : So the mother asked him to 
find work. 

Q : They were very poor. 

R : He lived with his mother. 

S : But Jack refused to work. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RQPS (b) PQRS 

to) QPRS (d) RPSQ 

Explanation : The correct sequence 


in this example is : RQPS which is 
marked (a). Therefore ( a ) is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 56 to 60. 

56. Si : The Indian elephant is 
usually smaller than the African 
elephant. 

Ss : But during the rains they 
move about from forest to forest, al¬ 
ways travelling in a single file. 

P : The elephants in India prefer 
to live in places where there is plenty of 
forest. 

Q : It is usually about three 
metres in height and 3000 kg in weight. 

R : At the beginning of the rains 
they come out. into the open places to 
eat the green grass. 

S : The African elephant on the 
other hand, is about 3 and half metres 
in height and 6000 kg in weight. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QSPR (M QSRP 

(c) RSPQ (d) RSQP 

57. Si : We were about to return 
to our car when a man appeared. 

Ss ; All the way home, we were so 
upset that hardly anyone spoke a word. 

P : Though father apologized that 
man did not seem satisfied and asked 
for his name and address. 

Q : Poor father who lex iked very 
confused explained that he had not 
seen the notice. 

R : He looked very annoyed and 
angrily said that these grounds were 
private property. 

S : He pointed out to a notice 
which said that camping was strictly 
prohibited. 

The proper sequence should be 
Oi) SRPQ (b) SRQP 

(c) RSPQ id) RSQP 

58. Si : Sahu did not know what 
to do. 

Ss : He, therefore, decided to 
spend the night there. 

P : He could not leave the cart 
with its load. 

Q : Then he slowly disengaged 
the dead bullock from the cart. 

R : Nor did he dare to walk the 
distance home alone with so much cash 
about him. 

S : He looked round for help but 
none was forthcoming. 

The proper sequence should be 
to) SQRP (b) SQPR 

(f) QSPR (d) QSRP 

59. Si : If you lie on the ground 
and wriggle about, do you move for¬ 
ward? 


S& : The snakes can move them 
forward as they wish. 

P : It's because of their scales. 

Q : So how is it that snakes move 
forward and sideways, and in any 
direction they choose, by doing the 
same thing? 

R : No of course you don't, you 
just stay where you are.wriggling. 

S : On the underside of a snake, 
the scales are larger than those on the 
back. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QSRP (b) RQSP 
(c) RQPS (d) QSPR 

60. Si : Travelling through Italy 
by car, I got hopelessly lost in 
Florence. 

S*, : 1 got to my destination. 

P : After two hours of driving in 
circles, I found an English-speaking na¬ 
tive who tned to explain the compli¬ 
cated route to my hotel. 

Q : "Don't listen to anything I 
say", he told me. 

R : Seeing the confused look on 
mv face, he rephrased the direc¬ 
tions. 

S : "lust watch my hands!" 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RSPQ (/>) RSQP 

tr) PRSQ id) PRQS 

ANSWERS _ 

1. (a) 'None of these trees'. 

2 (b) 'Kamala is inferior to Sita'. 

3. (r) 'were idle'. 

4. (r) 'on his success in the election’. 

5. (h) 'will be able'. 

6. (a) The country has been trying'. 

7. (h) 'what you read'. 

8. (c) 'beautiful scenery'. 

9. (b) 'who has been in Madras for a 

longtime'. 


10. 

(M 

'had no choice'. 


11. 

(b) 

12. (a) 

13. 

to) 

14. 

(a) 

15. (b) 

16. 

to) 

17. 

(a) 

18. (b) 

19. 

to) 

20. 

(c) 

21. to) 

22. 

(b) 

23. 

(a) 

24. (a) 

25. 

to) 

26. 

(b) 

27. (b) 

28. 

to) 

29. 

(b) 

30. ( b ) 

31. 

to) 

32. 

(b) 

33, {a) 

34. 

to) 

35. 

(a) 

36. to) 

37. 

(b) 

38. 

(a) 

39. (c) 

40. 

to) 

41. 

(d) 

42. («) 

43. 

to) 

44. 

(c) 

45. (c) 

46. 

<M 

47. 

(d) 

48. (b) 

49. 

to) 

50. 

to) 

51. to) 

52. 

to)* 

53. 

(c) 

54. W) 

55. 

to) 

56. 

(a) 

. 57. ( b ) 

58. 

to) 

59. 

to) 

60. to) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission Exam for Assistants and Subordinates 

4th February 1996 


We are grateful to Mr A. Karthikeyan of Karaikudi (T.N.) 
for sending these questions to us. 

1. The Servants of Indian Society was founded in 
1905 by: 

(a) Gopala Krishna Gokhaie 
({>) A.O. Hume 

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

2. Which of the following prominently fought for 
and got widow remarriage legalised? 

(<r) M.G. Ranade 
{/>) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
0) Raja Rammohan Roy 
id) Annie Besant 

3 Lalit Kala Academy was established by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to: 

la) promote understanding of Indian Art 
(h) develop dance, drama and music 
U) increase film production 
(d) propagate Indian culture 
4. Which of the following Anglo-Mysore V\hr came 
to an end by the Treaty of Seringapatam? 
fa) First Anglo-Mysore Wir 

(b) Second Anglo-Mysore War 

(c) Third Anglo-Mysore War 
Id) Fourth Anglo-Mysore V\hr 

3. Which of the following wrote the Ragliummsa ? 

(a) Dandin (b) Kalidasa 

(c) Asvaghosha (d) Sudraka 

6. Who wrote the "Vhnde Mataram" hymn? 

(a) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya 

(b) Sarat Chandra Chatterjee 

(c) Rabindranath Tagore 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

7. The Dandi March was undertaken by Gandhi to: 

(a) break die Salt law 

(6) resolve the dispute among Gujarat Mill workers 

(c) press the demand for 'Pooma Swaraj' 

(d) start Satyagraha 

8. Who was the first Vice-President of India? 

/ (a) Dr Zakir Hussain 

(b) Dr S. Radhakrishnan 

(c) WGiri (d) G-S. Pathak 

9. The Governor of State is: 


(a) free from the control of the Centre 

lb) controlled by the Centre and he is five agent of 
the President 

(<;) not an agent of the President 
(d) not free to act in his discretion in certain matters 

10. The Whhabi Movement could not achieve the 
status of a National Movement because: 
la) it was thoroughly communal 

(b) it had no nationalist ideal 

(c) it denied membership to the Non-Muslims 
Id) all the above 

II Which of the following States in India has the 
largest electorate? 

(a) Bihar (b) Uttar Pradesh 

(r) Karnataka (d) Rajasthan 

12. The oath of the office of the President is con¬ 
ducted by: 

(a) The Chief Justice of India 

(b) The Prime Minister 

(c) The Vice-President of India 
Id) None of the above 

13. Mrs Annie Besant became the first Wbman Presi¬ 
dent of the Indian National Congress in: 

la) 1916 ( b ) 1917 

(c) 1918 (d) 1920 

14. 1 he most important item of Export from India to 
the Roman Empire was: 

(a) Pottery (») Gold 

f c) Spices (d) Wine 

15. The Allahabad Pillar Inscription provides us use¬ 
ful in formation about: 

(a) Samudragupta ( b) Chandragupta-I 

(r) Skandagupta (d) Chandragupta-U 

16. The first Indian Scholar who treated Mathematics 
as a distinct subject, was: 

(a) Aryabhatta ( b ) Vijayanandul 

(c) Vkrahamihira (d) Brahmagupta 

17. Who gave the major source of information about 
Harsha among the following? 

(a) Kalhana (b) Bana 

(c) Bhavabhuti (d) H^risena 

18. Krishnadevaraya belonged to the: 

(a) Sangama dynasty (b) Saluva dynasty 

(c) TUluva dynasty (d) Aravidu dynasty 

19. \hsco-de-Gama found out a new route to India 
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and in 1498 he reached: 

(a) Pulicat 
(ft) Karaikal 
(c) Goa 


(d) Calicut 

20. The International Court of Justice is in: 

(a) India 

(b) Switzerland 

(c) Netherlands 

(d) Finland 

21. The Headquarters of International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency is: 

(a) Geneva (b) Paris 

(c) Vienna (d) Washington 


22. The emblem of U.N. is: 

(a) Dove (ft) Red 

(c) Olive Branch (d) White 


23. Which Article deals with Emergency to be im¬ 
posed due to external aggression? 


(a) 356 ( b) 368 

(c) 370 (d) 352 


24. Who is the author of the book "My Frozen TUrbu 
lence in Kashmir "? 

(a) Anita Desai 


(b) Khushwant Singh 

(c) Arun Shourie 

(d) Jagmohan 

25. The first city in the world to be placed under UN 
patronage: 

(a) Sarajevo ( b ) Geneva 

(c) Somalia (d) Bosnia 


26. India's largest city: 

(a) Calcutta (b) New Delhi 

(c) Bombay (d) Madras 

27. Which one was the Capital of the Pandyas? 

(a) Malabar (ft) Madurai 

(c) Tanjore (d) Kancheepuram 

28. Madras State changed its name to Tamil Nadu in 
the year: 

(a) 1968 (ft) 1969 

(c) 1970 (d) 1972 


29. The 1996 Olympic Games will be hosted at: 

(a) New York (ft) -fckyo 

(c) Sydney (d) Atlanta 

30. 1995 Wimbledon Tennis Champion was: 

(a) Andre Agassi (ft) Pete Sampras 

(c) Michael Chang (d) Sergi Bruguera 

31. "A Thle of TVvo Cities" was written by: 

(a) George Eliot (ft) Charles Dickens 

(c) Bernard Shaw (d) William Shakespeare 

32. Income Thx Rebate for senior citizens in the 
budget of 1994-95 qualifies people who are: 

(a) 58 and above (ft) 60 and above 


(c) 65 and above (d) 70 and above 

33. fi-ade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIP) 
is a part of: 

(a) Simla Agreement 

(ft) Rights guaranteed in the Constitution of India 

(c) SAARC agenda 

(d) GATT agenda 

34. Which country is not the member of SAARC? 

(a) India (ft) Pakistan 

(c) Myanmar (d) Bangladesh 

35. Operation Flood Project aims at: 

(a) Controlling the floods 

(ft) Dairy Development 

(c) Better irrigation facilities 

(d) None of the above 

36. Mention the year of the Russian Revolution: 

(a) 1917 (ft) 1919 

(c) 1920 (c) 1924 

37. Myanmar is the name of: 

(a) a famous scientist 

(ft) a country 

(c) a famous book 

(d) a famous doctor 

38. Among the following the only person who re¬ 
signed his Prime Ministership is: 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(ft) Indira Gandhi 

(c) Lai Bahadur Shastri 

(d) Morarji Desai 

39. Mandal Commission submitted its report in the 
year: 

(a) 1985 (ft) 1983 

(c) 1990 ,(d) 1980 

40. Name the currency of Bangladesh: 

(a) Dinar (ft) Dollar 

(c) Taka (d) Peso 

41. Who won the Wbrld Cup Football, 1994? 

(a) Germany (ft) Bulgaria 

(c) Brazil (d) Argentina 

42. Nobel Peace Prize for 1994 has been awarded to: 
(a) Nelson Mandela and De Klark 

(ft) Mikhail Gorbachev 

(c) ’&sser Arafat and Yit Zhak Rabin 

(d) None of these 

43. Wfaich day is observed as Commonwealth Day by 
member countries? 

(a) May 24 (ft) October 24 

(c) November 14 (d) January 25 

44. Which country won the Wbrld Masters' Cricket 
Ibumament held in India in 1995? 

(a) India (ft) Sri Lanka 

(c) South Africa ... (d) Wfest Indies 

45. Who was the only Indian leader awarded the 
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lighest award of India and the highest award of Pakistan 
or Civilian? 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(b) Lai Bahadur Shastri 

(c) Morarji Desai 

(d) Indira Gandhi 

46. Whe^e is India's 13th Oil Refinery set up? 

(a) Panagudi 

(b) Kalpakkam 

(c) Trivandrum 

(d) Srinagar 

47. Who is the Chief Editor of Manorama Tfear Book, 
1995? 

(a) Mammen Mathew 

(b) K.M. Mahtew 
(r) T.N. Ninan 

(d) None of the above 

48. N. Ram was the Editor of which daily newspa¬ 
per? 

(a) Indian Express 

(b) Dinamaiar 

(c) The Hindu 

(d) Economic Times 

49. Who is the author of "The Discovery of India"? 

(a) Motiial Nehru 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Indira Gandhi 

(d) Rajiv Gandhi 

50 What is the maximum rate of interest fixed by the 
ieserve Bank of India on Term Deposits on April 17,1995? 

(a) 12 percent 

(b) 14 per cent 

(c) 16 per cent 

(d) None of the above 

51. Who is the present President of America? 

(a) Bill Clinton 

( b ) Robert Clinton 

(c) Still Clinton 

(d) Mill Clinton 

52. A.H. Rafsanjarti is the_President. 

(a) Iranian 

(b) French 

(c) German 

(d) None of the above 

53. Name the US Treasury Secretary who visited In- 
iia in April, 1995: 

(a) Robert Keynes 

(b) Herbert Keynes 

(c) Robert Rubin 

(d) Maynard Keynes 

54. Statistics deals with: 

(a) all relevant facts 

(b) all facts which are numerically expressed 


(c) only those numerical facts which are relevant to 
the inquiry 

. (d) only facts relating to social or economic phe¬ 
nomena 

55. What is the total number of seats for the Lok 
Sabha? 

(a) 525 (b) 540 

(c) 542 (d) 545 

56. The Sarkaria Commission Report dealt with: 

(a) Higher education 

( b) Centre-State relations 

(c) Political parties 

(d) River VNhter disputes 

57. Which language is not specified in the 8th Sched¬ 
ule of the Indian Constitution? 

(a) Sanskrit ( b) Sindhi 

(c) Urdu ( d) Dogri 

58. The Parliament in India consists of: 

(a) President, Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 

(b) Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 

(c) Lok Sabha, Prime Minister; Council of Ministers 

(d) Speaker Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 

59. The Speaker of India is elected for a period of: 

(a) 5 years (b) 6 years 

(c) 7 years (d) 4 years 

60. "The Public Accounts Committee" submits its re¬ 
port to: 

(a) The Parliament 

( b) The President 

(c) The Prime Minister 

(d) The Finance Minister 

61. What is the retirement age of a Union Public Serv¬ 
ice Commission member? 

(a) 65 years 

( b) 62 years 

(c) 60 years 

(d) 58 years 

62. What should be the minimum age of a member of 
the Lok Sabha? 

(a) 21 years 

( b) 18 years 

(c) 25 years 

(d) 35 years 

63 Who was known as the "Lion of the Punjab"? 

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(b) Lala Lajpat Rai 
(r) Bhagat Singh 
(d) G.K. Gokhale 

64. Who, out of the following, was not a member of 
the Drafting Committee of the Inman Constitution? 

(a) Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

(b) N. Gopalswami Ayyangar 

(c) Alladi Krishnaswami 

(d) Sardar Patel 
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65. New Delhi became the capital of India in the year: 

(а) 1911 

(б) 1119 

(c) 1947 

(d) 1950 

66. The Governor of the State is: 

(a) elected by the State Legislature 
(i») nominated by the Prime Minister 

(c) appointed by die Chief Justice of India 

(d) appointed by die President 

67. How long can a person remain as minister in 
India without being a member of Parliament? 

(a) Three months 

(b) Six months 

(c) Nine months 

(d) One year 

68. Planning Commission in India is: 

(a) a Ministry 

( b ) a Government Department 

(c) an Advisory Body 

(d) a Public Corporation 

69. Following are the former Vice-Presidents of India. 
Identify die correct order in which they held the office: 

(a) Dr Zakir Hussain, R. Venkataraman, B.D. Jatti 
and GS. Pathak 

( b) B.D. Jatti, Dr Zakir Hussain, G.S. Pathak and R. 
\fenkataraman 

(c) G.S. Pathak, B.D. Jatti, Dr Zakir Hussain and R. 
4 \fenkataraman 

(d) Dr Zakir Hussain, G.S. Pathak, B.D. Jatti and R. 
Vbnkataraman 

70. Which one of the following Articles lays down 
that the State shall take steps to organise village 
panchayats? 

(a) Article 40 

(b) Article 26 

(c) Article 57 

(d) Article 58 

71. The Constitution of India is: 

(a) rigid 

( b) flexible 

(c) partly rigid and prtly flexible 

(d) very rigid 

72. Who played a vital role in the Integration of 
Princely States? 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Sardar Patel and G.B. Pant 

(d) Sardar Patel and VE Menon 

73. The Lok Sabha Secretariat comes under the direct 
supervision of the: 

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs 

( b ) Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

(c) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 


(d) President 

74. In which year were the States reorganised on a 
linguistic basis? 

(a) 1947 

(b) 1951 

(c) 1956 

(d) 1966 

75. The Community Development Programme was 
launched with a view to: 

(a) overcoming the problem of unemployment 

(b) developing scientific outlook among the rural 
folk 

(c) cultivating the spirit of self-reliance and initia¬ 
tive among rural people 

(d) all these objectives 

76. Governor can issue Ordinance 

(a) whenever Chief Minister advises him 

(b) whenever he likes 

(c) when the State Legislature is not in Session and 
he is satisfied that immediate action is needed 

(d) when the Union Government directs him to do 
so. 

77. The emergency in a State is declared if there is a 
complete breakdown of the administrative machinery in 
foe State, or if the Government of the State cannot be 
carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Con¬ 
stitution under. 

(a) Article 357 

(b) Article 350 

(c) Article 356 

(d) Article 360 

78. The Fundamental Rights granted to the Indian 
Citizens are contained in: 

(a) Part II of the Constitution 

(b) Part IB of the Constitution 

(e) Part IV of the Constitution 

(d) Part V of the Constitution 

79. On which side of India lies the Arabian Sea? 

(a) North East 

(b) South East 

(c) South Wfest 
, (d) North Wbst 

80. Manganese occurs in: 

(a) Gujarat 

(b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

81. Gold occurs in: 

(a) TkmilNadu 

(b) Orissa 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

82. Lakshadweep is situated in the: 

(a) Arabian Sea 

(b) Bay of Bengal 
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(c) Indian Ocean 

(d) None of these 

83. Ankleshwar oilfield is in: 

(a) Maharashtra 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Bihar 

(d) Assam 

84. The first fertilizer plant was set up at: 

(a) Nangal (Punjab) 

(b) Alwaye (Kerala) 

(c) "Bombay (Maharashtra) 

(d) Sindri (Bihar) 

85. Which of the Indian States has the maximum 
number of common borders with other Indian States? 

(a) VNfest Bengal 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Uttar Pradesh 
(rf) Karnataka 

86. The longest shoreline is along the State of: 

(a) Gujarat 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Orissa 

(d) Kerala 

87. Canal irrigation is most important in North India 
because the: 

(a) soil is porous 

(b) level of underground water is high 

(c) perennial rivers 

(d) region is densely populated 

88. Diamond is found in India at: 

(a) Khetri (Rajasthan) 

(b) Panna (Madhya Pradesh) 

(c) Golkonda (Andhra Pradesh) 

(d) Kolar (Karnataka) 

89. Chilka lake is situated in: 

(a) Tamil Nadu 

(b) Wfest Bengal 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 

(d) Orissa 

90. Wbrld's longest dam is located on: 

(a) Mahanadi (b) Sutlej 

(c) Cauvery 

(d) Ganga 

91. Match the following: 

I II 

(a) Kumaon Himalayas 1. Between Indus & 

Sutlej 

(b) Nepal Himalayas 2. Between Kali & 

Teesta 

(c) Punjab Himalayas 3. Between Teesta & 

Brahmaputra 

(d) Assam Himalayas 4. Between Sutlej & 

Kali. 


a b c d 

(a) 1 2 3 4 

(b) 2 3 1 4 

(c) 4 2 3 1 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

92. On the beaches of Kerala and Tknul Nadu we get 
"rare earths* or: 

(a) Lignite (b) bon 

(c) Manazite (d) Manganese 

93. Tire expected growth rate of population in India 
in 1991 was: 

(a) 1.25% ( b ) 1.92% 

(c) 2.11% (d) 3.86% 

94. 'Operation Flood' refers to: 

(a) giving relief to flood-hit areas 

(b) increasing fire supply of milk and milk products 

(c) importing large quantities of goods 

(d) huge army attacking the terrorists 

95. The Steel Plant in Tamil Nadu is situated at. 

(a) Tiruchi 

(b) Salem 

(c) Coimbatore 

(d) Tuticorin 

96. Where are electric locomotives manufactured? 

(a) Chittaranjan 

(b) Vkranasi 

(c) Bhopal 

(d) Jamshedpur 

97. Match the following: 

(a) Glass 1. Phosphorus 

(b) Molasses 2. Sodium silicate 

(c) Match stick 3. Cinchona 

(d) Quinine 4. Sugarcane 

a b c d 

(a) 2 4 3 1 

(b) 1 3 2 4 

(c) 2 4 1 3 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

98. In which type of climate are coniferous forests 
found? 

(a) Savanna (b) Mediterranean 

(r) Siberian (d) Hot desert 

99. Which of the following is a prokaryote? 

(a) Blue-green alga 

(b) Green alga 

(c) Mushroom 

(d) Fern 

100. With what technology do you associate 'callus' 
with? 

(a) Karyotyping 

(b) Gene manipulation 

(c) Pollen analysis 

(d) Tissue culture 
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101. What good thing happens to our body when we 
expose to Sunrays? 

(a) Produces Vitamin 'D' in our body 

(b) Produces perspiration 

( c) Produces heat in our body 

(d) Decreases blood pressure 

102. Neurology is a science of this system: 

(a) Skeletal system 

(b) Alimentary system 

(c) Circulatory system 

(d) Nervous system 

103. Dinosaurs roamed the earth about: 

(a) 180 million years ago 

(b) 90 million years ago 

(c) 80 million years ago 

(d) 10 thousand years ago 

104 When does the heart take rest? 

(a) while you sleep 

(b) between beats 

(c) during stress 

(d) never 

105. ECG gives information of the: 

(a) Brain (b) Liver 

(r) Lungs 

(d) Auricles and ventricles 

106. Which most vital system is absent in tapeworm? 

(a) Digestive (b) Nervous 

(c) Excretory (d) Reproductive 

107. Penicillin was discovered by: 

(a) Robert Koch 

( b) Alexander Flemming 

(c) Waksman 

(d) Blackeslee 

108. Which of the following is a bacterial disease? 

(a) Rabies (b) Measles 

(c) Smallpox (d) Tuberculosis 

109. Triple antigen is: 

(a) a vaccine against tetanus, whooping cough and 
diphtheria 

(b) a vaccine against malaria, typhoid and cancer 

(c) a vaccine against polio and rabies 

(d) mixture of viruses that cause tetanus, diphtheria 
and whooping cough 

110. Acetyl salicylic add is used as: 

(a) Pain reliever ( b ) Paint 

(c) Fertilizer (d) Coolant 

111. The important ingredient present in coffee is: 

(a) Caffeine (b) Theobromine 

(c) Cinchonine (d) Quinine 

112. Name the poison present in tobacco. 

(a) Coniine (b) Nicotine 

(c) Theobromine 

(d) Narcotine 


113. Hardness of water is due to the soluble salts of: 
(a) Sodium and Potassium 

< (27) Potassium and Caldum 

(c) Sodium and Magnesium 

(d) Caldum and Magnesium 

114. Which of the following metals pollutes the air of 
a dty having automobiles? 

(a) Cadmium (b) Chromium 

(c) Lead ( d) Copper 

115. The Central Fuel Research Institute is located at: 

(a) Jealgora (b) Dhabad 

(c) Cochin (d) Calcutta 

116. Cooking is quicker in a Pressure Cooker because 

(a) increased pressure raises boiling point 

(b) steam is not wasted 

(c) steam cooks food faster 

(d) water boils at lower temperature 

117. When a ship floats cm water: 

(a) the weight of water displaced is more than that 
of the ship 

(b) the weight of water displaced is less than that of 
the ship 

(c) the weight of water displaced equals that of the 
ship 

(d) it displaces no water 

118. GSLV project of India is connected to- 
(a) Agriculture development 

(27) Conservation of river water 

(c) Banking system 

(d) Missile engines for Space Programmes 

119. ADedbelis: 

(а) the relative intensity of sound 

(б) unwanted noise 

(c) a magnetic assembly in a tape 

(d) the arm of a record-player 

120. An antenna 

(a) converts short waves mto long waves 

(b) absorbs heat 

(r) converts heat into light 

((f) converts radio waves into electrical signals 

121. Fahrenheit is converted to Celsius by this for¬ 
mula: 

(a) (F - 32) x ^ 

(27) Fx| 

(c) (F + 32) x ^ 

((f) (F + 32)x| 

122. The Ozone layer protects us from: 

(a) UV radiations 

(b) Radio waves 

(c) Visible radiations 
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(d) Infra-red radiations. 

123. Through a soap film, different colours are seen 
by white light because of ihe phenomenon of: 

{a) Interference 

(b) Reflection 

(c) Diffraction 
(<f) Dispersion 

124. Sound energy is converted into electrical energy 
by a: 

(a) Microphone 

(b) Loudspeaker 

(c) Telephone 

( d) Radio 

125. Light from the LASER is: 

(a) monochromatic 

(b) composite 

(c) dispersed light 

(d) incoherent 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the missing numbers: 


1. 19; 18; 17; 15;...;! 

8;-l 



id) 12 ib) 10 
(t*) None of these 

(c) 11 

id) 9 


' 2. 3; 8; 12; 21;... 




ia) 34 (M 29 
ie) None of these 

ic) 31 

id) 37 


3. 2; 13; 3; 25; 4;...; 

5 



(a) 36 ih) 33 
ie) None of these 

(c) 41 

id) 35 


4 7; 8; 18;...; 232. 




(a) 68 ib) 57 
(r) None of these 

(r) 79 

id) 113 


5. 6; 8; 14; 32;... 




(a) 64 ib) 86 
ie) None of these 

iff) 76 

id) 58 


6. 11; 12; 13; 16; 15; 

...; 17; 24. 



in) 18 ib) 22 
ie) None of these 

ic) 20 

id) 19 


7. -2; 1; 6;...; 22; 33. 



iff) 13 ib) 16 
(e) None of these 

ic) 45 

id) 19 


8. 8;...; 16; 27; 24; 18; 32; 9. 



(a) 15 ib) 13 
ie) None of these 

ic) 35 

id) 36 


In questions 9 to 13 four out of five pairs of numbers 
have similar relationship while one is different. Find 

out the one that is not similar to others: 


9. iff) 9 :21 

(Wl:5 

iff) 

7:16 

id) 6:15 

ie) 11:25 



10. iff) 31 :13 

ib) 27:72 

ic) 

19:92 

id) 22:22 

ie) 34:43 



11. (a) 24:9 

ib) 33:12 

(r) 

72:25 

id) 3:2 

(e) 12:7 



12. (a) 6:9 

ib) 2 :1 

ic) 

10:25 

id) 21 :28 

ie) 8:16 



13. ia) 18:24 

ib) 21 :27 

ic) 

24:32 

id) 36:48 

(r) 6:8 



Find the odd-man out: 



14. (a) CAE 

ib) KGM 

ic) 

NLP 

id) YWA 

ie) RFT 



15. (a) NKMJ 

ib) FCEB 

ic) 

URTQ 

id) KHJG 

(c) TQRP 



16. ia) GT7 

ib) IR9 

(f) 

CX3 

id) MN13 

(e) JP10 



17. ia) J30T 

ib) D22R 

ic) 

H18R 

id) A28Z 

(e) B7E 



18. ia) ZYW 

ib) SQN 

ic) 

GEB 

id) MKH 

ie) JHE 




Questions 19 to 21 are based on special arrangement 
of the alphabets: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Write A, then write the next four letters in reverse 
order, followed by next four letters in their regular 
order; again write the next four letters in reverse order 
and the next four as they are. Repeat the same process 
till you reach Y and then write Z. 

19. The letter 'M' is sandwiched between: 

ia) L and N (b) I and L (c) N and Q 

id) 1 and Q ic) None ol these 

20. Which letter would be to the right of Q? 

(a) U <f>) P (o M 

id) R ie) None of these 

| 21. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 10th letter 

\ from the left and 13th letter from the right? 

(a) M ( b) P (<) J 

id) K (cl None ot the.se 

Questions 22 to 24 are based on the figure given 
below: 



22. How many triangles are there in the figure? 

(a) lb (b) 24 (c) 28 

id) 32 (e) None of these 

23. Count the number ot squares in the figure. 

(a) 4 <M 8 ic) 10 

id) 12 (e) None of these 

24. How many straight lines are needed to form this 
figure? 

(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 16 

id) 8 (e) None of these 

25. Tf 29th February of a certain year fell on Wednes¬ 
day. On which day would the next 29th February fall? {i.e. 
the leap year occurs after four years). 

(a) Monday ( b ) Tuesday (c) Thursday 

id) Friday ie) Sunday 
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Qs. 26 to 55. Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, 
D and £. You have to find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBIJCM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 
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In questions 56 to 65, the first two figures, I and II have certain relationship. You have to find out from A, B, C, 
D and E, the figure with a similar relationship with III. 
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Find the odd-man out: 


A K C I> f 



ANSWERS AND EX PLANATIONS _ 

1. (r) Go on deducting 1, l 2 ,2,2 2 ,3,3 2 ... respectively from 

numbers. 

2. (a) Add the preceding number+ 1 to get the next number. 

3. (c) The series is, 2; 2 2 +3 2 -13; 3; 3 2 +r = 25; 4; 4 2 +5 2 = 41; 

5... 

4. ( b) The series is 7; (7x1) + 1; 8; (8x2)+2; 18; (18x3)+3; 57; 

(57x4)+4. 

5. lb) Multiply each number by 3 and deduct 10 from the 

product. 

6. (c) There are two series, 11, 13,15, 17 ... and 12, 16, 

20 , 24 ... 

7. (a) The series is, l 2 -3; 2 2 - 3; 3 2 ~3; 4 z -3 ... 

8. (d) There are two series, 8,16,24,32 and 36,27,18,9... 

9. (c) All the others are x; 2x + 3. 

10. (r) In all the others the digits of the number are reversed. 


11. (e) In all the others the next number is one-third plus one 

of the preceding number. 

12. (d) In all the others, the arrangement is xx2: x 2 . 

13. (b) In all the others, the ratio between the numbers is 3:4. 

For solving the next type of questions, write the alphabets 
and number them. It becomes easy to study the similarity and 
arrangement. 

14. lb) 15. (e) 

16. (e) In all the others the letters occupy the same place from 

right and left. 

17. id)- Solve by adding numbers of the letters according to 

their position in the alphabets. 

18. la) 19. lb) 20. la) 21 Id) 22. Id) 

23. (r) 24. lb) 25. la) 

For solving the next type of questions, keep the following 
points in view . 

li) Study each individual figure of the question separately 
as well as in relationship with other figures. 
lii) The movement of the figure is veiy important, it may 
rotate, tilt, turn upside down or change direction at its 
own place or may do so along with its movement. 

Uii) Study the steps taken during movement. The movement 
may be clockwise, anti-clockwise, up and down, 
sideways, from comer to comer or along certain points. 
A definite set of figures may interchange position 
among themselves while the other set may do so in 
opposite direction. 

Iw) Something may be added or dropped with each next 
step. 

Iv) The figures may get smaller or bigger according to a set 
pattern. 


26. 

D 

27. 

D 

28. 

A 

29. 

E 

30. 

B 

31. 

A 

32. 

C 

33. 

C 

34 

D 

35. 

E 

3b. 

B 

37. 

A 

38. 

C 

39. 

A 

40 

D 

41. 

B 

42. 

E 

43. 

A 

44. 

D 

45. 

D 

46. 

B 

47. 

C 

48. 

E 

49. 

C 

50. 

D 

51. 

A 

52. 

D 

53. 

B 

54. 

A 

55. 

B 

56. 

E 

57. 

E 

58. 

B 

59. 

A 

60. 

D 

61. 

C 

62. 

D 

63. 

B 

64. 

A 

65. 

C 


66. D. If you start counting from the figure having mimmum 

sides, one side increases in each next figure, anti-clock¬ 
wise, in this one the arrangement is reversed. 

67. E. There is a difference of two sides between the inner 

and the outer figures, in this one there is a difference of 
one side only. 

68. B. This is the only one in which the position of left arm 

and left leg and right arm and right leg is not the same. 

69. E. In all the others, both the legs are in the same position 

while the arms are different, in this one, the case is 
reversed. 

70. A. All the other figures have two straight lines and three 

arcs. 

71. C. In all the others, the two figures have a difference of 

one side only, in this one, one of the figures has two 
sides less. 

72. C. The arrangement of figures is wrong. 

73. D. In all the others, the number of petals is double of the 

number of leaves. 

74. C. The direction of one of the vertical lines is wrong. 

75. D. The direction of pattern is wrong. 
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TEST OF REASONING-41 


Find ike odd-man out 


1. (a) thermometer (b) perimeter 

(c) barometer (d) seismograph (?) balance 


2. (a) walrus 

(b) porpoise 

(c) whale 

(d) seal 

(?) falcon 


3. (a) orange 

(b) pink 

(c) yellow 

(d) green 

(?) blue 


4. (a) artery 

(b) ventricle 

(c) aorta 

(d) bronchus 

(e) auricle 


5. (a) mustard 

(b) wheat 

(c) rice 

(d) maize 

(?) barley 


6. (a) knuckles 

(b) palm 

(c) thumb 

(d) elbow 

(?) finger 


7. (a) litre 

(b) centimetre 

(c) kilogram 

(d) gallon 

(?) ton 


8. (a) carrot 

(b) onion 

(r) tomato 

(d) potato 

(?) garlic 



The pair of words in questions 9 to 16 has certain 
relationship. Your task is to find out from (a), (b), (?) and (d) 
the pair with similar relationship. 

9. losses: inexperience 

(a) lethargy: laziness. (b) pride fall 

(c) indigestion. over-eating (d) sleep.dream 

10. slap: pat 

(a) beat: kick (b) fall slip 

(c) shrill. hum (d) break: crack 

11. bank:money 

(a) jail: criminals (b) bed. sleep 

(c) food: hunger (d) tub : bath 

12. telephone: dial 

(a) radio: transmission ( b ) library: books 

(r) traffic: police (d) piano: key 

13. prophesy: foretell 

(a) astronomy: palmistry (b) ailment • illness 
(r) dictionary: words (d) music: art 

14. rickshaw: vehicle 

(a) tourist: visitor (b) hotel. comfort 

(c) frock: garment id) snake: poison 

15. resin: trees 

(a) lotus:water (b) language:speech 

(c) cream: milk (d) wood: furniture 

16. leopard: tiger 

(a) emrald - ruby (b) python : lion 

(c) book: knowledge (d) rose: thorn 
Match questions 17 to 21 with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (?) on 
the basis of identical relationship among items. The se¬ 
quence of items need not be the same. 

17. moon: gibbous: crescent 

(a) innocent; judgement: guilty 

18. reasoning: right: wrong 

(b) explore: visit: sight-seeing 

19. winter: rains: summer 

(c) horse: ride : bicycle 


20. printing: paper: cloth 

(d) childhood : life: youth 

21. stroll: walk : run 

(e) evening: noon: morning 

Find out the antonyms of the words given in questions 
22 to 25. 


22. pliable:? 



(a) inert 

(b) sluggish 

(c) stem 

(d) brisk 

(e) slack 


23. unforeseen 



(a) visible 

(b) reasonable 

(c) anticipated 

(d) surprise 

(?) foretell 


24. addiction 



(a) dispense 

(b) abstinence 

(c) neglect 

(d) unrequired (?) discard 


25. similarity 



(a) strangeness 


(b) opposition 

(c) unfamiliarity 

(d) contras* 

(?) oddity 




In questions 26 to 31, each capital letter given in the 
words is coded by a small letter. Your task is to find out the 
right code for letters in boxes. 

26. P A R f C j E L 


(a) x 

(b) n (c) f 

(d) q 

(?) k 

</) R 




27. T A 

[m]p e r 



(a) f 

lb) b (c) k 

(d) g 

(?) z 

< f) x 




28. R[U 

|S T I C 



(a) a ‘ 

(b) b (c) h 

id) d 

(?) n 

(/) k 




29. H O 

L[D]E R 



(a) g 

(b) j (r) k 

(d) v 

(?) w 

</> q 




30. C O 

M P L [~Yj 



(a) q 

(b) x (c) z 

(d) r 

(?) V 

(/) n 




31. F I 

s I'hT] e r 



(a) h 

(b) d (c) u 

(d) k 

(?) g 


<f> i 

Correct the following equations by interchanging two 
signs. (Use BODMAS method) 

32. 15+9x3-74+2 = 5 

(a) + and - (b) + and x (c) + and + 

(d) - and+ (?) None of these 

33. 51+3x12-6+3 = 11 

(a) + and + (b) - and + (c) x and + 

(d) - and x (?) None of these 

34. 16+4+2-21x7=21 

(a) + and - (b) + and x (c) - and + 

(d) x and+ (?) None of these 
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Questions 35 to 37 are based on the diagram given 
below. In the diagram each section is numbered. 

The circle represents hilly region. 

The triangle represents grass lands. 

The square represents area that has snow in winter. 

The five sided figure represents area covered with forests. 



35. Which number represent the area which is not hilly 
nor has snow but is covered with forests as well as grasslands? 

<«) 1 (M 5 (r) 6 W) 9 (e) None 

36. Number 4 represents the area that is: 

(а) hilly, has snow and grassland but not forest. 

(б) hilly, has snow, grassland and forest. 

(c) hilly, has snow, forests but no grassland. 

(d) hilly, has forests, grassland but no snow. 

(f) None of these. 

37. Which number represents hilly region, that has snow 
but neither has forests nor grass? 

(a) II (b) 13 (r) 3 (d) 4 

(e) None of these 

Four youngmen Abhay, Bharat, Chandra and Dinesh 
are posted in Delhi, Agra, Bombay and Calcutta as chemist, 
doctor, accountant and branch-manager but not in the same 
order. Study the following statements and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow. 

The first letter of the name of the persons does not match 
with the first letter of the city where he serves or with his 
profession. 

Bharat does not live in Agra nor he is a doctor. 

Abhay and Chandra do not live in Delhi. 

Chandra and Dinesh are not accountant. 

The person living in Agra is a chemist. 

Abhay is not a doctor. 

38. Who is the branch manager? 

(a) Abhay ( b) Bharat (c) Chandra 

(d) Dinesh (e) Can't be determined 

39. Who lives in Bombay? 

(a) Abhay (b) Bharat (r) Chandra 

(d) Dinesh (r) Can't be determined 

40. Which of the following statement is wrong? 

(a) Chandra is a doctor. 

(M The accountant lives in Delhi. 

(c) Dinesh is not the branch-manager. 

id) Abhay is a chemist. 

( e) The branch-manager lives in Calcutta. 

In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered 1, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commimly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 


statements disregarding commonly known facts. 
Statements: 

41. 1. All balls are crows. 

2. All crows are dogs. 

Conclusions: 

I. All dogs are crows. 

II. All balls are dogs. 

III. Some crows a re not balls. 

IV. Every dog is either a crow or a ball. 

(a) Only 1 fallows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only I and II follow. 
id) Only III and IV follow. 


(<■) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. 

Some roads are slates. 

2. 

All slates are tiles. 

Conclusions: 

I. 

Some tiles are roads. 

11. 

All tiles are slates. 

III. 

Some slates are not roads. 

IV. 

All tiles are roads. 


(a) Only I follows. ( b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Either III or IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All umbrellas are vases. 

2. Some vases are windows 

Conclusions. 

1. Some umbrellas are windows 

II. All vases are umbrellas 

III. No umbrella is a window. 

IV. Every umbrella is either a vase or a window 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II and IV follow, 

(c) Only III and IV follow, (d) None follows 

(e) Either I or III follows. 

Statements. 

44. 1. Some apples are biscuits. 

2. Some biscuits are cups. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some biscuits are not apples. 

II. Some apples are not biscuits. 

III. Some cups are apples. 

IV. Some biscuits are not cups. 

{a) Only I follows. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only II and IV follow. 

(d) All the conclusions follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some forests are gardens. 

2. AU hills are gardens. 

Conclusions: 

1. Every garden is either forest or hill. 

II. Some gardens are hills as well as forests. 

III. No forest is a hill. 

IV. All forests are hills. 
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(o) Either I or D follows. 

(b) Either II or III follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. 

(d) Only 1 follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Every lemon is either mango or nut. 

2. Every nut is green. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some lemons are green. 

II. Some mangoes are green. 

III. Nothing is green except nuts. 

IV. Some nuts are mangoes. 

(a) Only I follows. lb) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only HI follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(<’) None follows. 

Statements- 

47 1. Only those letters were posted which had no 
stamp on them. 

2 Most of the letters were sent by hand. 
Conclusions: 

1. The letters that were posted were less m number 
as compared to the letters sent by hand. 

II. The letters delivered by hand had no stamp on 
them. 

III. All the posted letters reached their destination 
IV Most of the letters had stamp on them. 

(a) Only I follows. ib) Only II follows. 

U) Only Ill and IV follow, (d) Only 1 and IV follow. 

(<’) Either II or IV follows 
Statements: 

48. 1. All books are files. 

2. All papers are files. 

Conclusions 

1. Every file is either book or paper. 

II. Some files are neither book nor paper. 

III. Some files are book as well as paper. 

IV. No life is book as well as paper. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II or III follows. 

<c) Either III or IV follows, (d) Both III and IV follow. 
(c) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered l, li and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Tht n decide which of the answers is correct 
Statement: 

49. Many explorers, who went in search of hidden cities 
connected with ancient civilisations, disappeared themselves. 
Assumptions: 

I. The tribals living in these areas do not welcome 
outsiders and kill them. 

II. These cities lie buried in dangerous and dense 
forest so explorers fall prey to the wild animals. 

III. These ancient cities are haunted by spirits who 
do not allow any explorer to approach them. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 


(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Either I or II is implicit. 

(e) Either II or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. The Government of a State has Issued shoot at sight 
order on strikers who destroy public property. 

Assumptions: 

1. The agitation has become rather violent. 

II. The demands of the strikers are not reasonable. 

III. The government does not have a sympathetic 
attitude towards the strikers. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(r) Only IH is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. A New York hospital has been ordered to pay a heavy 
fine for erroneously opening the wrong side ot a patient's head 
lor an operation. 

Assumptions: 

I. The patient died on the operation table. 

II. The money received from the hospital 
authorities would be paid to the patient or his 
survivors. 

III. The incident reflects upon the carelessness of the 
hospital staff. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(r) Only ID is implicit. 
id) Only I and II are implicit. 

(e) Only II and ID are implicit. 

Statement: 

52. Share prices on the stock market keep on fluctuating. 
Assumptions- 

I. The marketmen are very unreliable persons. 

II. There is a lot of competition in share market. 

Ill No one ever gains anything by buying shares. 
<«) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ID is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement- 

53 'China has sold several complete factories suited for 
making poisonous gas to Iran.' A report m the 'Washington 
Post'. 

Assumptions: 

I. Iran is trying to develop capability lor making 
chemical weapons. 

II. China is well furnished in chemical technology. 
IP. Previously, Iran depended upon import of 

chemical weapons. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (fc) Only D is implicit. 

(c) Only ID is implicit. (d) All are implicit 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. The Principal of a public school insists upon giving 
classics to the talented students m prize at the Prize Distribu¬ 
tion Function of the school. 

Assumptions: 

1. The principal wants these students to read clas- 
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sics. 

II. Classes are the cheapest item available as a 
prize. 

III. Students cannot afford to buy classics themsel¬ 
ves. 

la) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

(M Only I is implicit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

l d) Only III is implicit. 

le) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

Statement: 

55. The Government of a country has barred all the 
foreign tourists from visiting one of its tourist places famous 
for old shrines and valuable statues. 

Assumptions: 

I. The foreign tourists are often found trying to 
smuggle the valuable statues. 

II. The place is rather disturbed hence the tourists 
are not very safe there. 

III. The tourists often behave in a way that the 
religious people living in or looking after the 
shrines find objectionable. 

la) Only 1 is implicit. 

lb) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

l d) Either II or III is implicit. 

le) Any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

56. The Chief Minister of Haryana announced many in¬ 
centives for women in Haryana to lift their socio-economic 
standard on the International Women's Day. 

Assumptions: 

I. The socio-economic standard of men in Haryana 
is higher than women. 

II. It is only on International Women's Day that 
men give them a thought. 

III. These incentives would really prove helpful for 
the women of the State. 

la) Only I is implicit. 

lb) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only I and III are implicit. 

l d) Only Ill is implicit. 

le) All are implicit. 

In each question below is given a statement followed bp three 
courses of actions numbered I, Hand III. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for improvement, follow-up or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses of action logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

57. The authorities are realizing that the performance of 
banks has been severely affected by high call rates in the 
second half of fiscal 1995. 

Courses of action: 

I. The rate of interest should be lowered. 

II. Customers should not be allowed to draw 


money horn banks tot atleast 6 months. 

III. The banks should be handed over to private 
sectors. 

la) Only I follows for pursuing. 

(b) Only II follows. 

lc) Only Ill follows. Id) AH follow. 

le) None follows. 

Statement: 

58. More than 1.19 crore applications for an LPG connec¬ 
tion are on the waiting list. 

Courses of action: 

I. The production of LPG should be increased. 

II. The remaining requirement should be met b) 
import. 

HI. Some other ctxrking fuel should be made avail¬ 
able to the people at a cheap rate. 

(a) Only I follows. 

lb) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

l d) Only III follows. 

le) None follows. 

Statement: 

59. Public is losing faith in leaders due to their alleged 
involvement in scams and scandals. 

Courses of action. 

I. The manifesto of the leaders who have not beer 
involved in these activities should be to providt 
a corruption tree government. 

II. Persons who do not have a dean image should 
not be given tickets by any party. 

III. Leaders involved in scams and scandals should 
be severely punished. 

(a) Only I follows. 

lb) Only II follows. 

lc) Only 1U follows. 

l d) All the three follow. 

le) None follows. 

Statement: 

60. The Family Welfare Programme is not yielding satis 
factory results where birth control is concerned. 

Courses of action. 

I. Voluntary Organizations should be asked to joir 
the programme and those who work wel 
should be rewarded and appreciated. 

II. All facilities should be withdrawn from the 
couple that have more than two children. 

HI. Much stress should not be put on the health oi 
infants and children so that child mortality maj 
indirectly help in controlling population. 
la) Only I follows. lb) Only U follows. 

lc) Only III follows. Id) Only 1 and n follow. 

le) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

61. More and more youngmen are falling prey to drug 
addiction. 

Courses of action: 

I. These addicts should be cut off from the society 
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II. All the countries should join hands to stop drug 
trafficking altogether. 

III. The consequences of drug addiction should be 
projected more effectively through media. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only I and II follow. 

(d) Either 1 or II follows. 

(e) Either II or III follows. 

Statement: 

62. In spite of rural poverty alleviation programme, India 
has not been as successful as China, Indonesia, Malaya and 
Thailand. 

Courses of action: 

I. The funds for these programmes should be in¬ 
creased. 

II. Special attention should be paid towards 
strengthening infrastructure in rural areas 

III. IVivate sectors should be encouraged to invest in 
mechanisation of agriculture and improvement 
in irrigation. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only HI follows. 

(d) Only 1 and 111 follow. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

63. The fury of flooded nvers has been playing havoc 
with its destructive power. 

Courses of action- 

I. There should be special reservoirs and tanks to 
store the run-off water that exceeds the bank 
capacity of the rivers. 

II. Farming or inhabiting should not be allowed 
near river banks. 

III. All the canals and channels should be properly 
cleaned before the onset of monsoon. 

(a) Only I and III follow. 

(b) Either I or II follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) Only II follows. 

Statement: 

64. Sex and violence in films is corrupting and 
demoralizing the young minds. 

Courses of action: 

I. More stress should be laid on values in school 
education. 

II. Sex and violence should not be shown on the 
silver screen in any way. 

III. Films that have hint of sex and violence should 
be given 'A' certificate by the censor. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only ID follows. 

(d) Either II or III follows. 

(e) Either I or III follows. 
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Below is given a passage followed by several possible inferences 
which can be drawn from the facts stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference separately in the context of the passage and 
decide upon the degree of truth or falsity in it. Mark your answers: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

ib) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

ie) if definitely fake. 

Time, as we know it, is a very recent invention. The 
modern time sense is hardly older than the United States. It is 
a byproduct of Industrialism—a sort of psychological 
analogue of synthetic perfumes and aniline dyes. Acutely 
a ware of the smallest constituent particles of time as measured 
by clock-work and train arrivals and the revolutions of 
machines, industrialized man has, to a great extent lost the old 
awareness of time, of natural cosmic time, as it is measured out 
by sun and moon. One can live and work in a city or town 
without being aware of the daily march of the sun across the 
sky, without ever seeing the moon and the stars. The row of 
neon lights are our Milky Way and constellations. F.ven chan¬ 
ges of seasons affect the townsman very little. He is the in¬ 
habitant of an artificial universe walled off from the world of 
nature. He has a new consciousness but it has been purchased 
at the expense of the old consciousness. 

65. Time can be accurately measured just by looking at 
the sun or the moon. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) U ie) □ 

66. Industrialization has driven the modem man away 
from nature. 

(a) □ ( b ) □ (c) U id) □ (f) □ 

67. Trains always arrive and depart very punctually. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

68. Rural areas have no neon lights. 

(a) □ ( b) □ (c) U id) □ ie) □ 

69. People in town have facilities to enable them to fight 
severe weather. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

70 Perfumes and colours cannot be made with chemi- 

| cals. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) All the other instruments are used for measuring. 

2. (e) This is the only bird among sea animals. 

3. (b) All the others are colours of rainbow. 

4. (d) All the others are connected with heart. 

5. (a) All the others are food-grains. 

6. id) This is the only limb among others that is not con¬ 

nected with hand. 

7. ib) All the others measure weight while this one 

measures distance. 

8. (c) All the others arc root vegetables. 

9. (r) The items have effect and cause relationship. 

11. (c) Both are similar activities but one is harsh the other is 

soft and pleasing. 

12. (a) One is specially made for the safe keeping of the other. 
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13. ib) Both mean almost the same. 

14. (c) The relationship is that of specific article and of the 

general category it belongs to. 

15. (c) One is a product of the other. 

16. (a) Both are different members of the same category. 

17. id) Two of the items are phases of the third one. 

18. (a) One of the items helps in distinguishing between the 

other two. 

19. ie) The three are different parts of year/day. 

20. (c) One common activity is used for the other two. 

21. ib) The three activities are inter-connected. 

22. (c) 23. (r) 24. ib) 25. id) 

For solving the next set of questions, sort out common letters in 
words und match them with common codes. 

26. ib) 27. (c) 28. ia) 29. ie) 30. id) 

31. if) 32. (r> 33. ic) 34. id) 35. (<’) 

36. ia) 37. ic) 38. ia) 39 ic) 40, id) 

The next set of questions are best answered by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then arriving at the fool 
proof conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irresfiectivc 
of its size. Here arc a few examples 

41. ib) 



43. <c) 




v '■ / v ' 
U 1 (wj ^ ) 


y 


\ 


44. (c) 



47. 

id) 

48. (r) 

49. 

id) 

50. 

ia) 

51. 

ic) 

52. 

ie) 

53. id) 

54. 

(b) 

55. 

ie) 

56. 

ic) 

57. 

ie) 

58. ib) 

59. 

id) 

60. 

id) 

61. 

ib) 

62. 

ie) 

63. ia) 

64. 

id) 

65. 

id) 

66. 

ia) 

67. 

ic) 

68. ib) 

69. 

ia) 

70. 

ie) 






The Examiner s Guess 
Questions 


Q. Which is the world's biggest bank? 
Ans. The merger of Mitsubishi Bank 
and Bank of Tokyo has created the world's 
biggest bank in terms of assets, totalling 
77.5 trillion yen ($724 billion). Tsuneo 
Wakai, chairman of Bank of Tokyo- j 
Mitsubishi Ltd., said that the bank would ] 
be a stabilising force in the nation's shaky j 
banking system. i 

Q. Where was the summit of the G-7 j 
social summit held recently’ \ 

Ans. Grand Palais of Lille in North- j 
em France. ! 

Q. When was the World Consumer i 
Day held’ 

' Ans March 15, 1996 ! 

Q. When was the Commonwealth Day i 
held’ ' , 

Ans. March 11, 19%. 

Q. To which summit heid recently in ! 
Cairo was India not invited? 

Ans. India was not invited to the anti- j 
terrorism summit involving more than 30 : 
countries, held in Cairo 

Q. What is the level ot India's external i 
debt? 

Ans. India's external debt, which was 
$99.04 billion on March 31, 1995, declined ! 
to $93.8 billion by September end. The j 
share of concessional debt was 45%. Debt 
service ratio had improved from 35.25% in 
1990-91 to 26.65% in 1994-95. ! 

Q. Which new train connects the holy i 
cities of the Sikhs, Amritsar and Nanded? 

Ans. The Sachkhand Express was 
flagged off on March 3,19% and connects 
the Akal Takht, the highest spiritual seat of 
the Sikhs with lakht Sri Hazoor Sahib and 
Nanded in Maharashtra.The train covers 
the 1824 km journey in 34 hours. 

Q. Which Indian architect has been 
invited to join the advisory group formed 
by the UN for its Conference on Human 
Settlement (HABITAT ID? 

Ans. Well known Indian architect i 


Charles Correa is among 16 persons who 
have been selected by the UN Secretary 
General to advise him on the second UN 
Conference on Human Settlement to be 
held in Istanbul, Turkey, on June 3-4,1996. 

Q. What is the election slogan of 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao? 

Ans. "Give me stability. I'll give you 
prosperity'', is the slogan of Prime Minis¬ 
ter as he kicked off his poll campaign in 
his home constituency, Nandyal in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Q. Which airplane maker has recently 
filed for bankruptcy? 

Ans. The 76 year-old Dutch airplane 
maker, Fokker, collapsed on March 15, 
1996 after government loans ran out and 
neither the Korean industrial group 
Samsung nor the Chinese Aviation Indus¬ 
tries came up with a takeover bid. The 
company tiled for bankruptcy for two of 
its units. Aviation and Fokker Holdfng N V, 
employing more than 12,000 people. 

Q. Which committee is reviewing 
India's deep sea fishing policy? 

Ans. The P. Murari Committee. It has 
recommended cancellation of all permits 
to foreign fishing vessels to operate in 
India's economic zone. 

Q. Which comet approaching the sun 
was visible recently from India? 

Ans. Comet Hayakutake. 

Q. Who have won this year's Birsa 
Munda Award for tribal service? 

Ans The Madhya Pradesh govern¬ 
ment has selected Heeralal Sharma and 
Gendalal Marsakole to share this year's 
Birsa Munda Award for tribal service. The 
award carries Rs 1 lakh and a plaque. 

Q. Which institute has the govern¬ 
ment approved to oversee all quality re¬ 
lated activities? 

Ans.The Quality Council of India 
(QC1). The Union Cabinet has approved 
the setting up of QCI with a view to im- 


i proving the marketability of Indian goods 
| and services. 

Q. Which scientist has predicted that 
India could overtake China as the world's 
| largest wheat producer? 
i Ans. Nobel laureate Norman Borlaug. 

i He predicted this while addressing the 
I 34th convocation of the Indian Agriml- 
! tural Research Institute in New Delhi 

Q. Which journalist has been awarded 
j the K.S. Hegde Foundation Award? 
i Ans. Arun Shourie. He was given the 
' award for 1995 for his contribution to jour- 
; nalism. 

Q. Which person has been selected to 
j receive the G.K. Reddy Memorial Award? 

Ans. N Ravi, Editor of The Hindu. He 
: has been selected for the 1995 award for his 
j outstanding contribution to journalism. 

! Q. Who has won the 1995 Author of 
; the Year Award? 

j Ans. Salman Rushdie, for his book, 
] The Moor's last Sigh. This is one of 
: Britain’s most prestigious book prize. 

Q. Which research centre is to be set 
i up by India, Russia, China and Iran? 

: Ans. The four countries have agreed 

1 to set up an Asian Foundation for Ther- 
; monuclear Studies (AFTS) for research and 
! design of a thermal nuclear reactor for 
power generation. 

Q. Which film has won the Golden 
Bear Award for best film in the Berlin Film 
Festival? 

Ans. Sense and Sensibility, an Ameri- 
can-British co-production directed by Ang 
Lee. 

Q. Which country wen the 9th Indira 
Gandhi Gold Cup International Hockey 
Tournament held in February 1996? 

Ans. South Korea. 

Q, What is die name of the disease that 
is popularly known as mad cow disease? 

Ans. Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE). 


MAY '96 COMPETITION MASTER 927 


Appointed; Elected Etc 
Coran Persson He hat. been 
elected Prime Minister of Sweden 

John Howard He has been elected Prime 
Mmistcr of Australia 

Mohammad Habibur Rahman hornier 
Chief Justice of Bangladesh he has been 
appointed chief ad\ isor holding the status 
of Prime Minister 

Krishna Pal Singh He has been ap 
pointed Ciovemor of Gujarat 

MM Jacob He has been appointed 
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 

Chaudhry Randhir Singh He has been 
appointed Governor of Sikkim 

David Gore Booth He is the new British 
High Commissioner to India 

VK Shunglu He has been appointed 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
succeeding C G Somiah 
Rfsignfd 

Ingvar Carlson Swedish l > nme Min 

ister 

Begum Khaleda 7ia Prime Minister of 


Bangladesh 

Vakkom Purushothaman Lt Governor 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Distinguished Visitors 

Jigme Singye VJangihuk King ol 
Bhutan 

M Primakov Russian Foreign Minis 
ter 

JozefScstak Slovak Vice Foreign Mm 

ister 

Died 

Nazitr Banarsi Famous Urdu poet 
he died at the age of 87 in Varanasi 

Tarun Kanti Ghosh Veteran Congress 
leader and Managing Director ot Amrit 
Ba/ar Patnka and Jugantar publications 
he died at the age ol 72 m ( alcutta 

Shaft Inamdar Noted theatre actor 
and TV personality He died at the age 
of 47 

Anil Chattcrue Noted actor and mem 
ber of West Bengal Legislative Assembly 

George Bum s Legendary US comedian 
He died at the age of 100 in lx>s Angeles 


EVENTS 


MARCH 

8—China fires 3 missiles off Taiwan waters 
m an attempt to influence elections in 
the island 

—Chief of Naval Staff VS Shekhawat 
commences the first ever official visit 
by an Indian Naval Chief to China 

11— ITTF separatists attack a police post 
in Sn Lanka, killing 38 people includ 
ing 23 policemen 

—Iran announces dropping of the death 
sentence on British writer Salman 
Rushdie, accused of blaspheming Is 
lam m "The Satanic Verses' 

12— China begins military exercises m 
southern parts of Taiwan straits 

13— Government invites four Kashmiri 
militant leaders tor unconditional talks 

14— Russia's Parliament votes that the 
breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991 
was illegal and demands that steps be 
taken to restore the former superpower 

13—US President Bill Clinton orders 2 air 
craft earners and 3 warships to move 


within 100 miles off Taiwan straits 
amid mounting tension over Chinese 
military exercises 

—Home Minister SB Chavan meets 
Kashmin militant leaders m Delhi It 
| is decided to work together to build 
confidence and eliminate gun culture 
; in the Valley 

I 19—At least 130 people, many of them 
I students celebrating the end of the 

I school year, are killed when a fire en 

gulfs a packed disco m Manila 
I —Election Commission announces that 
Lok babha elections are to be held m 
four phases on Apnl 27, May 2,7 and 

i 21 

i —President S D Sharma returns two poll 
eve ordinances sought by the govem- 
j mont 

—Supreme Court upholds order on fod- 
j der scam and gives a green signal for 

C BI probe under tne supervision of 
' the Patna High Court 


20— The US government decides to go ahead 
with arms supply to Pakistan, authorised 
under the Brown Amendment 

21— India successfully launches Polai Sat¬ 
ellite launch Vehicle PSLV-D3 

23— raiwan President Lee Teng Hui gets a 
resounding victory in the island's first 
direct presidential elections 

—China debunks the issue of Kashmin 
self determination as fraudulent, 
much to the discomfiture of Pakistan 

24— Nine militants and two policemen are 
killed in Hazratbal encounter 

23—Curfew is imposed in Ha/ratbal area 
as 30 militants are holed up in the com 
plex tor the second day Administra 
tion asks them to surrender 

2b—The three day Hazratbal crisis ends 
peacefully as militants vacate the shnne 

27—President S D Sharma issues notifi 
cation for the five-phase Lok Sabha 
elections 

30—Bangladesh President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas dissolves Parliament 
and appoints caretaker government 
till elections to be arranged within 
90 days 

-In an encounter with the J & K police at 
Ha/ratbal Srinagar 22 activists of the 
JKLF including its president Shabir 
Siddique are killed 

11—LTTI suicide squad attacks a Sri 
I anka navv vessel killing 14 navy per 
sonnel and 33 of their own cadres 

APRIL 

2—Russia and Belarus sign a treaty bind 
mg the two States into a broad politi 
cal and economic union 

4— US Commence Secretary Ron Brown and 
32 other people aboard a military plane 
are killed m a plane crash in Croatia 
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From the.' Das* of V'-o 

Editor 


DearMasters, 

ummer is a time of exams and most students would have written them 
already or are in the process of doing so. The schedule was prolonged 
this time because of the elections but we hope that you were able to 
prepare well. 

What does one do after the exams? Many students waste their time doing 
nothing, while .others collect diplomas in various short term courses. 
Others take up summer jobs. 

1 lowever, the holiday months are also a time to prepare for the compe¬ 
titions ahead. Starting preparations rightaway will give you distinct 
advantage over others. 



Apart from our thrust on civil services and other competitive exams, we 
will also continue our features on emerging careers. The management 
feature, which we started some time back, has been well appreciated. 
Reader Vikas Khokha from Noida says that 90 per cent of the questions 
asked during his interviews were dealt with in our mock interview 
published some issues back. He says he made it a point to practice the 
answers by himself and was able to get admission in some business 
schools. 

We are happy for the success achieved by Vikas. And we are sure that 
you can learn from his example. During the holidays it may be better to 
develop skills you do not have rather than collect diplomas in things you 
might never use. It is a time of rejuvenation and also a time of planning 
the future. Judicious use of time will make you well prepared for the 
challenges ahead. 

As for us, we will continue to publish informative articles and features 
to help you acquire the knowledge so essentially required these days. 


I IIIT I O I I I I I I II T IT IT 






SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

More Than 50% 


Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, aiongwith your complete name and address to: 


1 H I !’, II M V 1 ■ i f I u n 

MASTER 


126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 





I fk 


1. Scheme & Syllabus for Civil Services (1996) Exam. Rs. 30 

2. Foundation Course In GENERAL STUDIES Rs.180 

3rd Revised A Enlarged Edition, Over 900 Pagan, 
m Provides Basic Study Malarial essential for thorough grounding. 

• Contains Previous years'—1995, 1904 G.S. Papers with answers. 

• Covers General Science, History. Geography, Indian Polity, Indian 
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Government and Gimmicks 


Elections reflect two things: they are a massive, 
collective exercise in a functional democracy. They also 
reveal a queer hut seldom understood fact that the people 
ivho elect their representatives surrender their own right 
to govern. The people they elect to govern them arc the 
venj people who misgovern them hut they can do nothing 
about it. They have to suffer them ( literally) for five 

years, unless there is a 'quickie' -— 

election. 

Despite this handicap, 

elections in a democracy serve 0=3 

an important function. They " 133 

provide the voter, the common ^ . yf 

citizen, with an opportunity to jF] Si 

seal the fate of political fakes. 

I c:=3 ( i 

And here comes the role of the l \ ■ \\ 

media. especially the electronic \ *-nJ/ UC 

media which many a times J L 

promotes fakery. XA 

A surge in new _ real- Jfh 

communications technology has — 

put nearly all our people'in a 

continuous, emotional contact 

with one another. Newspapers, radio, television, 

computers and satellites flood us with images and 

information, expanding daily experience, accelerating the 

tempos of life to jerking limits, and pressing people into 

closer relationships. 

The sheer volume of information now crashing down 
upon us is staggering. Thanks to television, the daily 
experiences of the common man arc brought down from 
the skies to city and village alike, to the farmer in 


Rajasthan as well as Vice-Chancellor in Shimla and with 
an emotional intensity words cannot describe. 

The eyes of millions of Indians, open to an outside 
world they have never seen, and their emotional 
responses, merge and form collective opinion. 

Masses are now finding their way to corridors of 
power. "I contend that behind contemporary political 

■ -- turmoil", says William H. 

McNeill, "the most fundamental 
=> esa change we are witnessing is the 

politicization of the world's 
peasantries." 

v ’ Substitute common man 

^ with " peasantries" and the 

r\ xfff-' message conics clear. The 

/ A^\ ill lea common man is becoming equal 
W7 j Vf to the elite. 

„ Jj — As the network of 
n\ j ^ communication spreads, social 

yjL -'—distances and inequalities shrink. 

Human interactions increase in a 

*' _ whirl of mass media and mass 

culture. A villager becomes 
entwined in the affairs of a region or nation and he 
stands, in Daniel Bell's words, "on the threshold" of a 
new society. Public opinion is a constantly felt political 
presence which is already restricting the self-bestowed 
license of our rulers. 

Popular gimmicks are not the same as popular 
government. Unpopular governments, gimmicks and all, 
are eventually thrown into the dustbin of history. An 
election is the biggest political purgatory. 










































READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, appearing 
in the box, have been awarded a prize of Rs 
100 00 each Readers air invited to send us their 
views on topics covered tit this issue The decision 
t >1 the Lditors will be final 

EDUCATION SYSTEM 

I ducational institutes are being set up 
all over the country with the sole aim ot 1 
making money T hey do not build mdn idu- 
als but merely prepare the students foi 
exams Rabindranath Tagore said, 'Educa¬ 
tion should give an all-round personality 
in which the physical, intellects I, aesthetic 
and spiritual growth is harmonised into an 
integral process' Modern institutes, on the 
other hand do not care for anv of these but 
rely on gimmicks to rope m students in large 
numbers 

/ Chandra bhikhar Reddt/ 
Nalgonda A P 

Our faulty education system is one of 
the factors for glowing unemployment since 
every degree holder wants a white collar )ob 
The system cannot produce so many )ob i 
rapidly Students should therelore be taught 
some useful trade so that they can make their 
liv ing and not depend on jobs 

Manislui Negi 
New 0c Iln 

1 duration makes a man polished 
However halt-hearted attempts are worse 
than no-education Today, we haveso many 
people lacking civil sense mspite of their 
having plenty of degrees The reasons are 
obvious 

Ami kuntai 
Nalaiuia Bihar 

Present education system is creating 
disparities between rural youth and urban 
youth A person m urban areas tan get 
betlei facilities and bettei tutors But rural 
youth cannot develop confidence because 
they cannot get good guidance Your ar 
tide has drawn the attention of our plan 


ners and it is hoped that they will reduce 
these inequalities 

Manoj Kumar Panda 
Cuttack, Onssn 

MANAGEMENT FEATURE 

Your management features are excel 
lent for preparing for MBA entrance ex¬ 
ams Many of the topics covered by you 
were asked m the tests and group disc us 
sions this vear The mock interview given 
by you was excellent and almost m pet 
cent of the questions were asked in my 
actual interview I have finally got ad 
mission in tlrree schools and the Compt 
tit ion Master has guided me tor my 
success Your magazine is doing a won 
derful job by publishing the management 
feature 

Vikas kliokha 
Nouia IIP 

1 am preparing for MBA and 1 found 
t vour management feature eytremelv help 
ful 1 am grateful to you tor your practical 
' appioach in guiding the students 

Waseem AhnudMn 
Aligarh II P 

CINEMA AND WOMEN’S IMAGE 

t redibility in films comes from a good 
story, a dramatic screenplay and an lmagi- 
nativ e director Many films lack one or th# 

1 other To covet this shortcoming, a cheap 
I dame oi a rape scent is put in Heroines 
are shown in v ulgar dresses Due to this 
I the image ot women is declining I dm 
! makers should understand that cheap im J 
ages nev er make a film successful and they | 
| should concentrate on other aspects also j 

X lailaviti | 

, A z ra ! 

I SELLING THE NATION 

l 1 am m class IX and found your maga- 
, /me very useful in understanding concepts 
I like hawala, which people talk about but 
i are not able to explain how it woi ks Your 
analysis of corruption was also very well 
explained It is good that the scandal has 
been exposed so that cleaning can take 
place We hope that the next government 


EXAMINATION OF THE TUTOR 

These days students are totally 
dependent an their tutor's notes 
They learn the notes and guess ques¬ 
tions and appear in the exams In that 
sense, it is actually an examination of 
the tutor and not of the student Our 
tutors are the ones who are compet¬ 
ing through us The only difference is 
that though students get the degrees, 
they often lack knowledge 

TUtu bamaddar 
24 Parganas, West Bengal 

CONTROLLING INFLATION 

With elections round-the-corner, 
the government had been controlling 
the inflation rate by squeezing money 
supply This will only create depres¬ 
sion and exploding ot prices attei the 
elections Developmental activities 
will also be hampered What purpose 
is served by such questionable eco¬ 
nomic policy 7 I would say that Dr 
Manmohan Singh has been very ir¬ 
responsible to hay c done this to the 
nation I ong term methods of con¬ 
trol of inflation should, instead, 
have been followed 

M R Bhatl 
Bahraii It, U P 


will punish all thost involved 

Matusli Kumar 
S et underalvul A P 

We should vote for candidates who 
do not make any promises about honesty 
We wit! not be disappointed if we do so, 
since nobody m politics is clean 

D Surendranath 
Kuchana, Maharashtra 

REQUEST TO READERS 
Maybe you have appeared in some 
competitive exams recently. We shall 
be grateful If you could send us the 
question papers. AO those sending the 
on0nalqueadon papers will be suitably 
compensated and the original papers 
wlH be returned. 

. . -4WfOf 
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ESSAY 

Pleasures of Reading 


"Books arc the treasured wealth of the 
world, the fit inheritance of generations and 
nations." 

H.D. Thoreau 

P EOPLE read books for a queer variety 
of reasons. From the mundane motive 
of earning one's livelihood to the pleasing 
plane of emotion in exultation, reading has 
been the most possessive passion of people 
since the day the words and their compo¬ 
sitions were first prmted. Despite the on¬ 
slaught of electronic or visual media and 
the countless channels churning out 
programmes of all hues and hypes, books 
continue to be the first love, friend and 
philosopher of all those who still trust 
and treasure them. The sublime smile on 
the faces of those who till the other day 
were steeped in ignorance and illiteracy, 
but have begun to read now, is a telling 
tribute to the inherent but salubrious 
strength of the printed words Whenever 
a reference to 'reading for pleasure' is 
made, it is not the junk that comes to 
mind but the gems of books and other 
printed material. 

Reading for pleasure is a purely per¬ 
sonal privilege of the reader, when the spirit 
of the book and that of its reader com¬ 
municate with each other, without any 
visible effort or extra-ordinary exertion, 
both mental or intellectual. Excitement, 
enjoyment and even thrill are different 
shades of responses that a book produces 
in its reader. Whatever other purposes 
or preferences one may have for reading 
a book or the other printed material, the 
strongest belief that holds good for ever 


is that one should read only what one 
likes. 

Since the readers' community com¬ 
prises men and women having a whole lot 
of reasons to hold a book to read it, one of 
such motives is 'to be in the swim'. A book 
that becomes controversial before it hits 
the stands, not only becomes a hot cake 
for the people but also a matter of pride 
and exhibition. Fven the possession of 
such a book carries the tag of being 'upto- 
date' or 'book lover'. Such an attitude 
towards a book is an insult to the book 
by the ignorant There are people who 
set themselves down to read a book be¬ 
cause they think it will do them good. 
They make a duty of it, a kind of pen¬ 
ance instead of pleasure Thus, they 
make a mockery of themselves as well 
as of the book. We only begin to get good 
from a book when our spirit and the 
j book's spirit come together and we try 
to meet it as a friend. 

All other motives to read a book are 
dictated by the instincts to enhance one's 
i knowledge and better one's professional 
j or vocational prospects. Pleasure in itself 
| is such a reward of reading that only a few 
I can experience it. Such a pleasure comes 
j naturally when the reader finds himself lost 
in the aura that the words or phrases cre¬ 
ate for him. In the initial stages, we may 
go in for books on the advice of our teach¬ 
ers or elders. Some of their own may make 
a choice of their reading material. But if 
! the reading fails to evoke a spontaneous 
glow of joy, there is something vital and 
; vibrant that is lacking between the reader 
! and his book. Either the reader has laid his 


j hands upon the hook much earlier titan 
! desired or the choice has been faulty Some- 
! times even cheap thrillers, comic, or detec¬ 
tive stories and novels may offer a treasure 
of pleasure to the reader, which he may 
j always cherish to remember in his more 
j mature life Jater on. 

Reading habits are formed in child- 
! hood when the magic of printed words 
is revealed to us. A teacher plays a s'er- 
ling role in inculcating in us the desire to 
read and then form our own opinion 
j about the book under reference. Such a 
I reading of books is not confined to anv 
j syllabus or curriculum. With tact, the 
| teacher should handle the delicate sensi ■ 

, bilities of students and never try to ram 
j things down their throats. Liking a hook 
I is like enjoying a dish The taste of pud¬ 
ding lies in its eating and similarly the 
pleasure emanating from a book lies in 
its reading No force or compulsion can 
! make any type of reading pleasant or 
j pleasing. 

I We read a book because we hope to 
j enjoy it. All learning is boring but all 
j reading is not dull or drab. One must 
: handle a book with care and consider- 
’ ation. Reading is for pleasure, especially 
when one is not doing so for an exami¬ 
nation, interview or professional require¬ 
ment. 

In cultural matters, it does not pay 
if we t <ke anyone by the scruff (back) of 
the neck and compel him to read any¬ 
thing he does not want to, Pleasures of 
reading come naturally, though the nu¬ 
ances of such pleasures may vary in de¬ 
gree and depth. 
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ELECTIONS 1996 



Indian elections bring people together like few events. 
It is a time of breaking with the past, a time of renewal. Like 
the dance of the Brahma, it is a reminder of time as it 
moves from creation to death and then back to creation 
again. Inevitably, the past must give way to the future. 

The elections stand at that point in time when the old 
is dying but out of that springs forth a new beginning. 
Perhaps, because elections are so linked with India’s belief 
of birth and death that democracy has taken root in this 
country. The people do not have any qualms about trashing 
the leaders who may have held the highest of positions: for 
out of that a new future is to be bom. 

The truth of this is evident now as the results of the 
1996 elections show and the Congress is routed in much of 
the country. Brahma has moved once again. 

The people have voted for change. But the hung 
Parliament has shown further polarisaion of the electorate. 
The non-Congress parties have once again been given a 
chance to prove themselves. Whenever they have had such 
a chance in the past, they have ended up making fools of 
themselves. The electorate will not forgive them if they do 
the same today. Those who are jubilant in victory must 
remember that if they do not give a credible government, 
they too will be booted out. 

Our cover story describes the elections of 1996 and dis¬ 
cusses the results. It traces the story as it unfolded, from 
the announcement of the elections to the campaigns 
marked by absence of any major issues. It also discusses the 
manifestos, which nobody takes seriously any more. And 
the unlikely hero of this exercise—the irrepressible T.N. 
Seshan—who brought in some order to the chaotic business 
of influencing the voter. 

Which government finally manages to come to power 
remains to be seen. But what seems certain is that the 
country will see a bitter power struggle in the days ahead. 
The power brokers will be very active and we only hope that 
the country is spared the spectacle of trading in MPs, that 
takes plans as a result of a hung Parliament. It sure is a 
tight-rope walk for Indian politics. And one for the country 
as well. 
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T he elections in India 
have an aura of a festi¬ 
val and are unlike any 
other in the world. 
The sheer magnitude of the 
exercise does not fail to amaze 
the outsider. The methods 
opted by parties—using par¬ 
rots, camels and monkeys 
along with high tech video 
shows—add colour to the 
campaign. It is yne time that 
leaders have to come out of 
the comfort of their offices 
and plunge into the heat and 
dust to impress the voters. 

Many elements add 
colour to the exercise The 
elections are witnessing a 
huge increase in the number 
of independents. Few actually 
win: only one out of 5,537 
independent candidates won 
in 1991 and yet more than 
twice as many contested this 
time. Ballot papers in many 
constituencies became the sue 
of newspapers. In one con¬ 
stituency in Tamil Nadu, peo¬ 
ple voted in a booklet. 

The independents end up 
losing their deposits and only 
12 managed to save it last 
time. Yet, they return in every 
election. This year, there were 
14,274 candidates, out which 
11,105 were independents, 
giving a headache to the 
Election Commission besides 
confusing voters. The total 
number of independents 
could get only 3.92 per cent of 
the votes in 1991. Many are 
non-serious and get into the 
act to see their name in print. 
Suggestions have been given 
to increase the deposit of Rs 
500, which is too low. If this 
was increased, perhaps it 
would deter the non-serious 
candidate. 

There were also jokers in 
the pack, adding more colour 


to the elections. A eunuch, 
Kali Hijra, was in the fray and 
promised better living condi¬ 
tions for India’s third sex. A 
sweeper wanted to bring back 
opium cultivation. A Hare 
Krishna man promised to 
throw out all politicians over 
45 years, if elected. 

In Rajasthan, elections 
mean no drinking for two 
days prior to voting. In J&K, 
campaigning had to be done 
in bullet proof cars and every 
official on poll duty had a Rs 5 
lakh insurance policy. Opi¬ 
nion surveys and astrologers 
were also in the act, predicting 
all kinds of outcomes. 

Among the election sym¬ 
bols were coconut trees, buck¬ 
ets, cupboards, apples, 
umbrellas, ladies handbags, 
elephants and pencils In P 
Chidambaram's constituency 
Sivaganga, bicycles were 
hung on trees to bring home 
the election symbol to voters. 

This election was the first 
one to have a home page on 
the Internet. Some parties too 
had their page on the Net, but 
perhaps more to keep up 
appearances than anything 
else. But, the campaign, as a 
whole, remained low-tech. 
Parties relied on simple ways 
to carry their messages so that 
they were understood by the 
electorate. The election cover¬ 
age, on the other hand, was 
high-tech, connected by satel¬ 
lite-based computerised infor¬ 
mation system, the Nicnet. 

The elections also saw 
some new faces. Business 
tycoon Parvez Damania, 
fighting from Maharashtra, 
won the election. Another 
tycoon in the fray was Rita 
Singh of the Mescos group, 
who was fighting from Hapur 
in UP. Helicopters showered 


leaflets to announce her elec¬ 
tion campaign. Nina Piliai, 
widow of the biscuit baron 
Rajan Piliai, fought from 
Kollam (Kerala) but lost. 
Cricketer Manoj Prabhakar 
fought from South Delhi on 
the Congress (Tiwari) plat¬ 
form. From Jamshedpur there 
was Nitesh Bhardwaj, who 
had acted as Krishna, as the 
BJP candidate. The celebrated 
Bandit Queen Phoolan Devi 
fought from Mirzapur and 
won. Hawala tainted minis¬ 
ters Kamal Nadi and Balram 
Jakhar were represented by 
their wives or relatives. From 
Pilibhit it was Maneka Gandhi 
who made development a poll 
issue and won. 

The 1996 Campaign 

T he campaign of 1996 
will be remembered 
for being the most 
subdued ever. The 
hawala scandal had upset cal¬ 
culations of political parties 
and most were scared to col¬ 
lect political donations for fear 
of being exposed. Together 
with the Election Com¬ 
mission's firm control, candi¬ 
dates were not willing to take 
risks. 

Election coverage on 
Satellite channels was popular 
with advertisers. However, 
the newspapers suffered, as 
political party advertising did 
not keep up in the press. 
Advertising agencies had a 
field day turning out posters 
and printed material. Cas¬ 
settes carrying songs to the 
tunes of popular film songs 
made fun of corruption and 
other electoral issues. Serious 
issues like nuclear power, 
education and child labour 
were touched only in passing. 
There was a search for 


fte third front. With regional 
groups gaining importance, it 
was hoped that some of them 
would combine with the 
National Front to provide a 
third front which had neither 
tile Congress nor the BJP. In 
West Bengal, the Communist 
Party retained its hold and 
Jyoti Basu remained its 
unquestioned leader. The 
charismatic La loo Prasad 
Yadav of Bihar was another 
such leader. Whether this 
front would be different from 
the alliances of the past, was 
however, anybody's gui«^. 

Though many of the vot¬ 
ers are poor and illiterate and 
could not be expected to know 
much about the business of 
government making, they 
have time and again showed 
maturity and voted perhaps 
like any advanced or educat¬ 
ed electorate in the world. 
Wily politicians have often 
come to grief when they have 
tried to take the voters for 
granted and looked for votes 
thinking that the people can 
be fooled. This explains some 
of the dramatic turns in 
India's post independence 
history. 

The results tor the 19% 
general elections proved this 
once again. The Congress did 
not have much to show for its 
five years in power, except for 
the new economic policy and 
this was blatantly for the rich 
and the privileged Could the 
voter be expected to elect the 
Congress once again just for 
tiie economic policies? 

There was in fact no oth¬ 
er issue in this election. Voters 
found that they did not have 
real choices. If the Congress 
leaders were corrupt, those of 
other parties would probably 
do worse if they came to pow- 
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Nets about Indian democracy 

It is not for nothing that observers are overwhelmed 
by the Indian elections. The number of voters in 1996 gen¬ 
eral elections was about 400 million, which hr exceeds the 
total population of the USA, the second brgest democra- 
cy in the world. 

Around 75 lakh polling stations are set up to conduct 
the general elections in India. Nearly 5 lakh personnel are 
employed to conduct the exercise as well as a large num¬ 
ber of security staff. 

There are 543 elected seats in the House. In 1991, 
over 8,000 people contested for these seats. The number 
of people in the fray In 1996 is an amazing 14,274. 

Universal adult franchise was introduced in the first 
general election in 1952 soon after independence. The 
turnout increased from 382 per cent In the fifties to 55.8 
per cent in the eighties. But the turnout for the 1996 elec¬ 
tions fell, due to a low voter turnout of around 40 per cent 
in Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. Only in West 
Bengal and the north-eastern States was the turnout 
between 60-70 per cent 

The minimum voting age was reduced from 21 to 18 
by the 6itt Constitution Amendment Act in 1989. This 
added another 35,7 million people to the electoral rods. 


er. This resulted in low voter 
turnout, showing that the 
average voter was unhappy 
with the state of affairs and 
tiie choices before him. Across 
northern and western India, 
from Hindi heartland States of 
Bihar, UP and Madhya 
Pradesh to Gujarat and 
Maharashtra, this trend was 
clearly visible. 

The fact that in many 
states a little more than one- 
third of the people actually 
cast their votes show's a seri- 
i ous case of disenchantment 
i and apathy towards the elec- 
tion process. The leaders have 
failed to come up to expecta¬ 
tions and politics has become 
| a cesspool. 

This was natural to a very 
great extent because the rul¬ 
ing party threw up specimens 
of leaders who worked with 


utter disregard for the people. 
For every Kama] Nath, who 
reportedly wanted to divert 
the course of an entire river to 
be able to build a house in 
Himachal, there was a Satish 
Sliarma, who allegedly divert 
ed a town's water supply for 
his cottage in the UP hills. For 
every Sheila Kaul, whose min¬ 
istry allegedly allotted gov¬ 
ernment houses for a consid¬ 
eration, there was a Sukh Ram 
who bungled on sugar 
imports. The Opposition was 
no better: people had given 
chances to non-Congress gov¬ 
ernments but none had sur¬ 
vived their full terms. The vot¬ 
er was naturally disenchant¬ 
ed. Who to select from the cur¬ 
rent lot of politicians? 

The trend also showed 
that there were no national 
issues. Thus, regional con¬ 


cerns dominated the minds of 
the voters, especially in 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 
The government's emphasis 
on its wonderful economic 
policies seemed esoteric and 
far away. Each State had its 
own leader with considerable 
following, but who did not 
make much sense in another 
State. In such a situation, the 
idea of federalism will cer¬ 
tainly gain ground. 

The rise of regional par¬ 
ties will certainly change the 
character of Indian politics in 
times to come. States will 
demand greater autonomy, 
while no government at the 
Centre will be able to do with¬ 
out help from regional 
groups. 

Manifestos 

anifestos of par¬ 
ties too lost their 
importance as 
they made tall 
promises and even the parties 
did not take them seriously. 
Manifestos were released at 
the last moment, more as a 
formality. However, the man¬ 
ifestos of tiie Congress and the 
BJP did provide some indica¬ 
tions as to what might be 
expected. 

The Congress hinged its 
re-election on the plank of sta¬ 
bility. The pride of place was 
given to economy and the 
promise of a. growth rate of 8- 
9 per cent. It talked of "rural 
structure transformation" and 
also of restructuring of public 
enterprises. Other things, like 
development of indigenous 
science and technology, 
investment in human capital, 
upgrading defence and so on 
were also mentioned. It 
promised to strengthen local 
governments and continue 


reforms in the agriculture sec¬ 
tor. As a statement of inten¬ 
tion, it was an ideal docu¬ 
ment. 

The BJP's 80-page 
manifesto promised to 
facilitate the construction 
of "a magnificent Ram 
Maniir" in Ayodhya. It 
talked of constitutional 
and electoral reforms, cor¬ 
ruption, panchayati raj and 
administrative reforms. 
Inflation, unemployment 
and quality of life were 
also mentioned. In what 
may soothe businessmen, it 
committed itself to eco¬ 
nomic modernisation and 
decentralisation while also 
mentioning swadeshi. There 
was softening of stand on 
issues concerning minori¬ 
ties even as it wanted to 
introduce a uniform civil 
code. In many ways, the 
manifesto was not much 
different from that of the 
Congress. 

The Janata Dal mani¬ 
festo talked about elections 
in panchayats and also 
increased reservation keep¬ 
ing its social objectives in 
view. It said it would give 
priority to small industry 
and regulate MNC entry. 
On other issues, its inten¬ 
tions were not much differ¬ 
ent from other parties. 

The manifestos show¬ 
ed that there was almost a 
political consensus of 
issues. The agenda of the 
t parties was practically the 
same with some modifica¬ 
tions, of course, but the 
country could look for¬ 
ward to similar policies 
being followed in broad 
areas, no matter which par¬ 
ty came to power. 
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The decline of 
money power 

I ndia's elections have been 
marked by huge spending 
This led to several evils. 
Increasingly, elections 
were funded by dirty money 
which led to compromising 
situation for the candidates 
once they were elected. The 
revelations that a minister, 
Kalpnath Rai, allegedly har¬ 
boured underworld dons, 
resulted from the increasing 
amounts of money that candi¬ 
dates have had to borrow to 
fight elections. 

The Supreme Court ruled 
that political parties which do 
not have regular audited and 
authenticated accounts were 
violating the law and they 
could not take advantage of 
the exemption which permits 
party expenditure on candi¬ 
dates beyond the ceiling. The 
Court ruled that the expendi¬ 
ture incurred by a party on a 
candidate's election campaign 
will have to fail within the 
ceiling prescribed by the 
Election Commission (EC). It 
empowered the EC to scruti¬ 
nise the accounts of expendi¬ 
ture incurred by political par¬ 
ties during the elections. 

Henceforth, only those 
political parties can take 
advantage of the provision 
exempting the expenditure 
incurred by political parties 
on their candidates which 
maintain books of accounts 
and file income tax letums. As 
per the verdict of die Court, 
candidates of parties not filing 
their income-tax returns 
would not be able to claim 
exemption from the poll 
expenditure ceiling in respect 
of the amount spent by their 
parties. 
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The tenth Lok Sabh*, which hid now pisswl in© history, 
-Mil theWfhen «4tKatod i-Watino*inde(ieruiem».tthadthe 
b$iest number of 305 graduate and postgraduate members, 
which is 7737 per cent of the total seats, u against 7122 per 
cent inti* ninth Lok Sabh*. The 245 graduates accounted for 
the largest group in the santh Lok 5abha with a strength of 45.62 
per rent as qjaintt 222 who accounted for 43,36 per cent In the 
previous Lok Sabht 

The tenth lok Sabha had 20 members having doctoral 
degrees and other high qualifications as compared © 21 in die 
ninth and 10 in the eighth Lok Sabha. Another feature was the 
lowest ever representation of members in th* under-matnc cat¬ 
egory. They constituted 3.91 per cant as compared to 4.1 per 
cant previously. The highest ever percentage in this category 
was 287 In the third Lok Sabha. 


While stressing on the fil¬ 
ing of income tax returns on 
the part of political parties, 
the Court pulled up the 
Central Government for not 
enforcing the mandatory pro¬ 
visions of law and it directed 
the Revenue Secretary to initi¬ 
ate inquiry against erring 
political parties. 

Backed by the judgment, 
the EC was able to cuib elec¬ 
toral malpractices. It warned 
all political parties and candi¬ 
dates to adhere to various 
provisions of expenditure on 
electioneering On April 7, 
1996, while directing all polit¬ 
ical parties to comply with the 
judgment, the EC set July 31, 
19% as tite deadline for sub¬ 
mitting details of expenditure 
incurred by them Besides 
asking the Revenue Secretary 
to furnish details about the 
return of income, the Com¬ 
mission asked all political par¬ 
ties to declare their bank bal¬ 
ance as on March 19,1996 and 
also at the end of elections 
All expenditure incurred 
by parties for mamfestos, 
pamphlets, posters and hand¬ 
bills, electronic media, adver¬ 
tisement in newspapers, mag¬ 
azines and souvenirs, cut¬ 
outs, hoardings, banners, 
flags, arches and gates etc 
was brought mto the purview 
of electoral expenses Details 
of travel expenses were also to 
be provided to the EC It 
imposed a blanket ban on the 
use of State-owned aircraft 
and helicopters by any Chief 
Minister and political leader 
during the election period. 
The ban evoked some resent¬ 
ment from various comers, as 
earlier the Commission main¬ 
tained that government air¬ 
craft should be made available 
to all parties and leaden 


equally on payment The 
Prune Minister being covered 
by security regulations, was 
exempted from the ban but 
would have to make payment 
to defence and other con¬ 
cerned ministries 

With government not 
responding favourably to the 
request of the Election 
Commission, to raise the ceil¬ 
ing on expenditures from Rs 
4.5 lakh to Rs 15 lakh, the 
pressure on the Commission 
increased To ensure that polit¬ 
ical parties and candidates did 
not take any undue advantage 
of the existing provisions, the 
Commission appointed 500 of 
the 1600 central observers 
exclusively to look after the 
financial matters It asked its 
observers to make an indepen¬ 
dent estimate of the item-wise 
expenditure incurred by the 
parties. 

Election expenses have 
gone up from Rs 2 lakh in 
1952 to Rs 2 crore m 1991 In 
the first elections, Rs 10.45 
crore were spent on 489 MPs. 
This went up 15 times to Rs 
j 154 crore on 511 MPs in 1991 


elections The actual figure 
taking in account total expen¬ 
diture incurred by the parties 
may be around Rs 1,000 crore 
The 1996 election^ will be 
remembered for a check on 
such malpractices and may 
even lead to a government 
which is not compromised 
Thanks to the hawk eyed 
Election Commission, parties 
and candidates were forced to 
spend less While this resulted 
in a low key campaign, it also 
brought in some semblance of 
order to the election exercise 
Parties have had to stick 
to the limit of Rs 4 5 lakh in 
States like UP, Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh and West 
Bengal The limit was just Rs 
60,000 m Lakshadweep. 
Candidates in Assam, Delhi, 
Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland 
and Tripura cannot spend 
more than Rs 4.15 lakh This 
was the first time that parties 
seriously tried to control 
expenditure. The FC-appomt- 
ed observers kept a tab on the 
expenditure made and there 
was no doubt that it mean! 
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business. Last time, candi¬ 
dates had spent Rs 20 to Rs 25 
lakh besides party expendi¬ 
ture. 

The EC’ acted in an area 
where people said that no 
control was possible. By doing 
so, it proved that even a gov¬ 
ernment department could do 
its job,, if the will was strong 
enough. 

EC's Strong 
Control 

he strong Election 
Commission ensured 
free and fair polls and 
also earned interna¬ 
tional praise. Imran Khan 
went on record to say that 
Pakistan needed such a 
Commission tor elections 
there. By imposing a strict 
code of conduct and, more 
important, imposing it relent¬ 
lessly, the EC ensured that 
political parties fell in line. 
Parties could not abuse gov¬ 
ernment machinery for elec¬ 
tioneering and could not take 
decisions which could influ¬ 
ence voters. Actions like 
appointments, announcing 
last moment grants and sanc¬ 
tioning projects were stopped. 
Sometimes the EC did exceed 
its brief, such as stopping 
export of cotton, but for the 
most part its actions prevent¬ 
ed political parties from influ¬ 
encing voters by wrong meth¬ 
ods. 

The iron hand of the 
Election Commission ensured 
that parties followed the code 
of conduct. Allegations were 
made about violations and 
some were rejected. The 
Union Minister for Commu¬ 
nications Sukh Ram was 
warned by the Commission 
against using official fax for 


election purposes. In an 
unprecedented move, the 
Department of Telecom¬ 
munications (DoT) ignored a 
directive from minister Sukh 
Ram for awarding 21,000 km 
of optical fibre cable orders to 
ten companies. Instead, it 
sought advice from the Law 
Ministry whether complying 
with the minister's directive 
would infringe the model 
code of conduct. 

For the first time, the EC 
also video-taped campaigns 
all over the country so that a 
record could be available of 
any violations by candidates. 
The EC's orders came to be 
feared by the parties and they 
had no option but to follow 
them strictly. For the first 
time, elections were not chaot¬ 
ic as they were in the past. 
Nor could parties exploit reli¬ 
gion, caste and other differ¬ 
ences in their quest for votes. 

The credit for this must 
go to T.N. Seshan, who 
emerged as the Moses of the 
scene. His dramatic actions 
earned him critics but there 
was no denying that the man 
was effective. The indepen¬ 
dence of the EC is protected 
under Article 324 (5) of the 
Constitution. The CEC has the 
status of a Judge of the 
Supreme Court and Seshan 
used his position to do what 
no CEC had ever done before. 

1996 Elections 

he first phase of 
polling was held on 
April 27, 19% for 150 
Parliamentary seats 
and 532 Assembly seats. In a 
largely subdued and peaceful 
election, some stray inci¬ 
dences of violence were 
reported which necessitated 
repolling in 246 stations in 


Andhra Pradesh, Assam and 
Haryana. 

In the second phase on 
May 2, voting was held for 
202 Lok Sabha seats. There 
were mild incidences of vio¬ 
lence in Andhra Pradesh. 
However, polling in Bihar 
witnessed its usual character¬ 
istic booth capturing, snatch¬ 
ing of ballot papers and vio¬ 
lent incidences which claimed 
eight lives—down from the 50 
lives lost in the 1991 elections. 
Except for Lakshadweep, 
where a record 87 per cent ot 
the total 34,111 electorate 


exercised their franchise, the 
voting in general maintained 
its usual level of 50-65 per 
cent. The lowest voter turnout 
was of 30-40% was recorded 
in Gujarat and Maharashtra. 
A sizeable section of the vot¬ 
ers were denied voting right 
at many places as their name 
did not figure in the voter's 
list despite the fact that they 
carried the Voter's Identity 
Card. 

The third phase was held 
on May 7 in which more than 
half of Bihar and West Bengal 
voted. 


Assembly Poll Results 

\ t * 

T he tolerant Indian proved thatnobody can take 
him for granted. He used his vote to the 
Assembly elections to punish those who had 
betrayed his trust amT abused political power, , 
The political maturityshown by voters in Assembly dec- - 
ttoM in Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Kerala, West Bengal and 
Pondicherry confirms this. Available results showed that 
towns have carefully assessed the performance of ruling 
partite Intheir States before casting their vote. 

Nothing else explains the near-total rout bf the 
AIADWK-Congress combine in TamH Nadu, where tit 
Jayatathha had been ruling for the past five years like a 
queen. The voters, however, turned away from her as. 
corriytion had reached new heights in the State, 

In Haryana, Bhajan Lai had to make an inglorious exit 
The electorate returned Bansi Lai of the Haryana Vitos J 
Party (HYP) with a resounding victory. in Kerala, voters . 

; opted 'for the Left and Democratic Front (IDF), pro¬ 
nouncing an unfavourable verdict on the performance of 
Congress-led United Demo-cntic Front (UDF). The vot¬ 
ers of West Bengaj retumedtiw Marxist Left Front for » - 
record fifth time, endorsing the performance of iht Jyott 
Beau go v e rn me n t 

The election results shdw that voters wifi only < 
reward good politics and good governance, k is the 
record that matters. The verdict is dear In the Assembly j 
polls that those elected must deliver the foods end not 
. jet tnfred In politicking. * 
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The last phase of the elec¬ 
tion will see theremaining 
constituencies of Jammu and 
Kashmir going to polls on 
May 23 and May 30, 1996. 
Elections in Jammu and 
Ladakh were held on May 7. 
Electioneering in J&K was 
spread because of terrorist 
problems in the State.. 

The verdict of die elec¬ 
torate in 1996 was clear: there 
was no single party that 
inspired confidence. The 
Congress ended up with few¬ 
er than 150 seats. It suffered 
its worse defeat since inde¬ 
pendence. It lost Kerala and 
its alliance with A1ADMK in 
Tamil Nadu was routed. It 
also lost power in Assam and 
Haryana. The Chief Ministers 
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Ms 
Jayalalitha and Mr A.K 
Antony, respectively, accept¬ 
ed defeat and resigned. 

The Congress had 
touched its nadir in 1977, in 
the post-Emergency period. 
Its tally at that time was 154 
seats. This time, the score was 
even lower, showing com¬ 
plete loss of confidence of the 
people. Barring Orissa, 
Himachal Pradesh and to 
some extent Andhra Pradesh, 
the Congress sank every¬ 
where. The BJP emerged as 
the single largest party but 
could not get absolute 
majority. 

Following the defeat of 
the Congress, Prime Minister 
Rao and his cabinet submitted 
their resignation to the 
President on May 10, 1996. 
He, however, continued as 
caretaker PM till the new gov¬ 
ernment was fromed. 

The Parliament was not 
only hung but deadlocked. 
Each party fell short of getting 
the 270 seats required to form 


a government. The Congress 
initially said it would sit in the 
Opposition. That left BJP to 
look for partners. On May 10, 
1996, the BJP staked its claim 
with the President to form the 
government with the assis¬ 
tance of some regional 
groups. NF/LF also put for¬ 
ward their claim with the 
assurance of outside support 
from Congress. 

For how long the new 
government will survive is 
anybody's guess. The country 
has seen how power-sharing 
reduces the best of leaders 
Mrs Indira Gandhi called such 
attempts as a "khichri" gov¬ 
ernment which had no direc¬ 
tion or ideology The V.r. 
Singh circus saw the unleash¬ 
ing of caste forces and split 
the country in the name of 
equality, while the Chandra- 
shekhar government could 
hardly do anything. 

India has experimented 
with four non-Congress gov¬ 
ernments at the C entre, head¬ 
ed by Morarji Desai, Charan 
Singh, V.P Singh and 
Chandrashekhar Each was a 
fiasco m its own way. Some of 
these governments did not 
result from elections but from 
defections from the Congress 
and other parties. All of them 
collapsed before their time. 
The 1996 election has put 
Indian politics on the tight 
rope once again. Will the lead¬ 
ers live up to it this time? 

If at all splinter groups 
with strong regional leaders 
form a government, how will 
infighting be prevented? 
Chances are that the groups 
will discredit themselves by 
their infighting, and should 
that happen, the country may 
have mid-term polls after 18 
months to 2 years and tine 


Congress may just come back 
with the "there is no alterna¬ 
tive" factor. This has hap¬ 
pened in the past and does not 
seem an improbable scenario. 
In fact, the non-Congress gov¬ 
ernments may be jinxed in our 
country as none of them have 
been able to survive a full 
term. 

The Congress may in fact 
be hoping that the Govern¬ 
ment formed would discredit 
itself by infighting so that it 
could return with a majority 
within a short time. Even 
though it has lost the election, 
the Congress party will 
remain to be the prime king¬ 
maker. No government will 
be able to survive without the 
support of the Congress party. 

For the sake of the coun¬ 
try, it is hoped that a stable 
government can result. Under 
the circumstances what will 
be the future of reforms or 
policy? Nobody really expects 
that there will be, dramatic 
changes but it is expected that 
elements of socialism and 
more pro-poor programmes 
may be introduced. The new 
government will also have to 
deal with inflation, which has 
been artificially controlled 
over the past few months. 


Among other things that 
must be high on die agenda of 
the new government should 
be the continuation of fight 
against corruption. All those 
involved in die hawala scan¬ 
dal should be charge-sheeted 
and brought to justice 
Chandraswami should be 
protected no longer. Electora 
reforms should be initiated sc 
that the EC can function ever 
after T.N. Seshan. Finally, eco¬ 
nomic reform should be mod 
ified keeping more in turn 
with India's requirements 
The country must try to brinj 
down its balloonmg debt 
Emphasis has aiso to b< 
placed on social sectors 
notably child labour and edu 
cation. One of the major inida 
tives of the new govemmen 
also has to be restoring peao 
in J&K region. 

The hung Parliament wil 
undoubtedly fuel debate, 
about a national consensu 
government or a Presidents 
form of government. Perhap 
the time has come to chang 
to a better system of forminj 
the government so that th 
country can have stability— 
an important ingredient fo 
economic growth of th 
country. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Impact of MNCs on Indian 
Economy 


Multinational Corporations (MNCs) have 
attracted attention and debate all over the world. 
At one level they are merely business 
organisations, spreading out to markets across 
the world, offering goods and services that they 
are perfect in. At another, they are huge eco¬ 
nomic forces, influencing politics and stifling 
competition in the countries they operate in. 

With India MNCs have had a love-hate 
relationship. After years of a closed economy, 
the doors were opened to foreign investment 
under the process of economic liberalisation. 
MNCs came in a big my, in sectors as diverse 
as foods and electronics. Suddenly, latest goods 
were made available in the country even as local 
businesses tied up for joint ventures. But the 
distrust of the foreigner never receded fully 

After five years of a somewhat open 
economy, debate about MNCs is rife again. A 
paper by the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII) mentions certain drawbacks and questions 
whether uncontrolled entry of foreign compa¬ 
nies is desirable. Drawing from experience of 
the past five years, the paper argues for regulat¬ 
ing entry of MNCs. 

In this feature we describe the impact of 
MNCs on our economy and the issues being 
raised. We give both sides to the argument in 
this heated debate. Coming as it does at the time 
of elections, will the debate result in reversal of 
economic policies 7 

M ultinational companies now 

dominate world economy. As econo¬ 
mies have opened up, these large compa¬ 
nies, which offer standardised products and 
services, have established their presence all 
over the world. There are now 37,000 MNCs 
with sales of $ 5,500 billion. Many MNCs 
have turnovers more than the gross domes¬ 
tic product of scores of small and medium 
countries. 

MNCs offer better products which they 
have perfected over years and in which have 
huge investments in the form of R&D has 


gone in. They also use economies of scale 
which result in lower prices. This, together 
with the fact that poor countries need for¬ 
eign investment to contribute in economic 
growth, have made it easier for MNCs to 
spread. On one hand developing countries 
often lack capital of their own; on the other 
MNCs need to expand their operations in 
as many countries as possible to achieve 
higher profits and market dominance. 

Aiding MNCs is a policy objective of 
many international organisations, which 
are also financed by Western governments. 
Thus, international funding institutions 
like the IMF and the World Bark impose 
conditionalities to open the economies of 
the countries before giving loans. This is 
often called the 'crowbar' approach, im¬ 
plying opening by force. MNCs have been 
able to spread even in protected econo¬ 
mies as a result of this approach. 

Over the years MNCs have perfected 
not only their products and services but 
also marketing and management tech¬ 
niques. They are able to attract the best 
talent in a country and salaries are usually 
higher than the market rates. 

At the same time, MNCs do attract 
distrust for several reasons. For one, they 
kill domestic industry. For another, since 
they have huge resources, they are able to 
influence government policy to their ben¬ 
efit. Large scale bribes are paid to gain 
entry. In smaller countries they exercise a 
big role in government decision-making. 
People also see them as impoverishing agents 
as profits are sent out of the countries, often 
in excess of the investments made. 

MNCs in India 

W HEN India became independent, 
many foreign companies existed and 
continued their presence. The country fol¬ 
lowed the policy of 'mixed economy', 


which ensured that the public sector and 
the private sector including MNCs could 
co-exist. Entry was however restricted and 
there were many laws that regulated for¬ 
eign capital. 

In 1977, the Janata government threw 
out Coca Cola and IBM which became 
symbols of India's hostility to MNCs. But, 
other MNCs like Philips, Lever, Siemens 
and Suzuki continued to stay and prosper. 
By 1991 the government found that it had 
little foreign exchange to meet the import 
bill even of an essential item like oil It 
approached the World Bank for a loan 
which imposed conditionalities such as 
opening the Indian economy. Foreign capi¬ 
tal, thus, had to be allowed into the coun¬ 
try to increase a sluggish growth. 

With the opening up of the economy, 
foreign investment was wooed in a big way 
by India. Even States like Bengal, which 
had a communist government, started in¬ 
viting foreign capital. Chief Ministers of 
other States took trips abroad to get for¬ 
eigners interested in their States. Never 
before had the foreign investor wooed with 
such vigour. 

MNCs saw India as a huge market Its 
huge population and increasing incomes 
meant that it would be a ready market for 
their products. Many companies came to 
India in virtually every sector of the 
economy. 

The foreign companies did bring in a 
breath of fresh air in the economy. Suzuki 
made a car that was superior to the out¬ 
dated models that the country produced. 
Foreign banks set standards of service that 
the public sector banks could hardly match. 
The telecom sector saw technological 
upgradation. The Indian consumer had 
lived with little choice and monoplistic 
markets for too long and was only too 
happy to deal with foreign companies. 

But, were these companies working in 
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the national interest? The distrust with the 
foreigner had remained since the country 
had faced years of colonial rule. The rule 
had started when the East India Company 
had landed on Indian shores with die in¬ 
tention of commerce. Gradually it ended 
up with complete domination. Was India 
going the same way again? 

Critics of MNCs said that this was 
another form of colonialisation. The com¬ 
panies would impoverish the country by 
taking out capital. At first glance this in¬ 
deed seemed the case. A company, Cargill 
Seeds, faced trouble because it was feared 
that it would take over the seeds business, 
the backbone of Indian agriculture, in 
which the country had achieved self reli¬ 
ance. The companies also seemed to be 
entering frivolous sectors like soft drinks 
and fried chicken which required no tech¬ 
nology. But the sectors were highly profit¬ 
able. 

Another cause of distrust was the 
Bhopal disaster, where a multinational 
company. Union Carbide, was involved in 
an industrial accident but had backed out 
of its responsibility. Such an accident any¬ 
where in Hu* West would have seen huge 
legal suits and resulted in the closure of 
the company Cleariy, the MNC did not 
think that In es of Indian people were as 
valuable as that of a person in a developed 
country. 

Impact of MNCs on Indian 
Economy 

T HE protected Indian economy could 
not grow as expected. The public sec¬ 
tor did not reach the commanding heights 
of the economy except in inefficiency and 
corruption. Government domination in ar¬ 
eas like power, transport and communica¬ 
tions saw the least development. Nor was 
private industry interested in investing in 
areas with high gestation periods. 

Even in areas where the private sector 
worked, the development was not quite 
satisfactory. The industry was protected 
and did not invest in R&D. Operating in 
near monopolistic situations, private com¬ 
panies did not care for customer satisfac¬ 
tion or develop new products. 

This is exemplified by the car indus¬ 


try. The car companies made no effort to 
improve the cars and were content in mak¬ 
ing the same model year after year, except 
with minor modifications. They continued 
flogging outdated technology whereas the 
world moved towards better fuel efficient 
cars and smaller models. Instead of devel¬ 
oping models on its own, the industry 
started to tie up with foreign companies 
once again. The process would be repeated 
after every few years. 

• MNCs brought in competition and a 
customer orientation. They brought tech¬ 
nology and new models of cars and other 
products. They also invested in infrastruc¬ 
ture like power projects and telecommuni¬ 
cations They brought a global thinking 
based on quality. In India, they tied up with 
local partners in joint ventures. 

They brought in new methods of work 
and culture. Indian businesses were paro¬ 
chial in their outlook MNCs, on the other 
hand, were truly secular since they were 
work-oriented In areas of power, transport 
and communications they brought technol¬ 
ogy which the country neither had nor 
could hope to develop on its own. But they 
had some serious charges against them. 

Charges against MNCs 

T HE recent charges against MNCs have 
been listed in a paper MNCs India Strat¬ 
egy Need* Rethinking prepared by the Con¬ 
federation of Indian Industry (CII) Its di¬ 
rector general, Tarun Das, accused MNCs 
of wanting to make quick profits and stated 
that they were not interested in long term 
commitment. MNCs were interested in 
selling products by exporting them from 
their home countries rather than investing 
in manufacturing facilities here. They were, 
moreover, interested in bringing in obso¬ 
lete technology, which had lost its utility 
abroad While joint venture* were sought 
for to gain entry, the companies soon 
wanted to acquire controlling interest by 
buying out the Indian partners, killing the 
domestic industry in the process. Indian 
managers were not hired by them and they 
pre%rred to get people from abroad. 

The paper was based on feedback from 
Indian companies on their experience with 
tie-ups with foreign companies. The entry 


of MNCs did not result in meeting the 
objectives envisaged in many cases. The 
foreign companies preferred to buy out¬ 
right Indian brands and companies and 
take over facilities created over the years. 
The list of Indian brands or companies 
taken over included such respected names 
like Godrej, Thums Up and Tata Oil Mill 
Co. 

While the buy-outs stifled competition 
and made it easier for MNCs to launch their 
own products, there was also a danger that 
such takeovers would leave few Indian 
companies intact. According to Rahul Baja), 
at this rate, 80 per cent of the 200 private 
sector companies will end up being owned 
or controlled by MNCs. "There will be no 
Indian-owned companies left", he says. 

MNCs found that taking over Indian 
companies gave them not only consul over 
facilities and distribution networks, but 
also sizeable market shares. This was a 
short cut method of working. If they had 
to work afresh, it would take them years to 
build up the distribution channels and 
market shares 

In many cases Indian brands were 
killed once they changed hands The brand 
Thums Up was allowed to die until recently 
by Coca Cola which had purchased it and 
so were some of Tata's soap brands which 
were taken over by Hindustan Lever. If 
conditions in the country were not 
favourable and the companies left the 
country, there would be no Indian indus¬ 
try to speak of. One viewpoint, thus, is 
that multinationals are killing Indian in¬ 
dustry 

Though no political party is against 
foreign investment, it is being felt that there 
should be some regulation so that long term 
objectives are not lost. There must be some 
mechanism to ensure that MNCs do not 
operate in a manner which is harmful to 
the Indian business. 

The MNCs respond by saying that 
they do not operate against Indian inter¬ 
ests. There were disagreements with Indian 
partners because of differences m work 
styles and the inability ot the partner to 
raise the huge resources required to estab¬ 
lish brand presence in a country, The gov¬ 
ernment could, however, take the 
experiences as a guide and evolve an in- 


JUNE ’96 COMPETITION MASTER 94S 


vt i stoent poilcy in which the differences 
dw rtot occur. 

The Bombay Club 

EBATE on MNCs has revolved 
around the response of Indian indus¬ 
try. In the pre-liberalisation era, it com¬ 
plained of too many controls. Indeed, the 
Iicense-ro/ ensured that companies could 
not produce things or expand production 
without'permission from the government. 
But when rules were relaxed, the compa¬ 
nies faced the entry of MNCs. Suddenly 
their very turf was threatened. 

A group of businessmen then de¬ 
manded a "level playing field" in which 
they were not discriminated against in 
favour of the foreign companies. This group 
came to be known as the "Bombay Club". 
Nothing much could be done about their 
demands, however, as the country had 
embarked on the process of economic re¬ 
forms. 

When the CII raised its doubts about 
MNCs, it was seen as the return of the 
Bombay Club's arguments. But the paper 
points out specific problems and is not 
totally against foreign investment. It wants 
safeguards that MNCs do not dominate in 
the joint ventures and that Indian manag¬ 
ers are not sidelined. The paper calls for 
regulating foreign companies so that In¬ 
dian business docs not suffer. 

The arguments are valid, but the criti¬ 
cisms cut both ways. For example, why 
should Indian industry be protected? Dur¬ 
ing the years of protectionism our indus¬ 
try did not invest in R&D and were content 
in producing sub-standard products. In¬ 
dian industry is as exploitative as any for¬ 
eign company and hardly looked after the 
interests of managers or other employees. 

So does the Indian industry deserve 
protection? In the case of joint ventures, if 
an Indian company making sugar and oil 
entered into a collaboration to make cars, 
surely after a while the foreign major would 
want to part ways and do business his way. 
In fact, there are many examples of India's 
business families entering into collabora¬ 
tions with foreign companies to make prod¬ 
ucts they had never made before. Such 
collaborations would always be in danger 


of being bogged down. 

At the same time, there is truth in the 
argument that in our rush for foreign in¬ 
vestments, India did not impose any con¬ 
ditionalities. The active wooing of foreign 
capital gave the impression that India was 
desperate for capital and foe MNCs felt 
that India could be taken for granted. Other 
countries— notably China— imposed con¬ 
ditions and got investment within certain 
framed rules. India, on foe contrary, does 
not have a foreign investment policy. 

Merely salesmen 

W ITH the result, Indian businesses 
have been-reduced to become mere 
sales agents for foreign brands. The car 
companies arc selling foreign brands and 
foe owner of Thums Up has been reduced 
to becoming a mere bottler. Foreign ideas 
are sold to us through Indianised shows 
on foreign television. The invasion of the 


MNC has been complete. 

Some companies which hied to take 
on MNCs are today discounted. BHEL 
became a competitive industry and could 
win many global tenders. C-DoT devel¬ 
oped an indigenous exchange which 
worked successfully. But both organisations 
have been discounted in favour of MNCs. 
So enamoured are we of foreign compa¬ 
nies that we have not used a mission based 
approach. 

Japan has been able to work with 
MNCs by developing its own strengths. 
Japanese companies have retained their 
independence and developed their own 
products rather than enter into joint ven¬ 
tures for all kinds of goods. The East 
Asian economies do not owe their 
strengths to MNCs but in developing 
their own industry. 

There is, thus, strength in the argu¬ 
ment that India is being colonised again, 
j The British killed its industry and insisted 


Charges against MNCs... 

■ They dump obsolete technoloy and bring in outdated products and tech¬ 
niques. In some cases, polluting technologies which have been banned in the 
West, are imported. 

■ They focus on the short term and seek to generate quick profits rather than 
aim for long term development. 

■ They start 50:50 joint ventures but after reaching a minimum level they want 
to increase their stake to 51 per cent. 

■They want to enter areas like soft drinks and fried chicken, which are not high 
priority areas. 

■ They send profits abroad which, over a period of time, are much more than 
the investment made. 

■ They appoint expatriate managers instead of Indian managers. 

■ They rely on heavy imports of components and products. 

■ They try to project as committed by involving themselves in community re¬ 
lated projects but actually they are interested in profits only. 

■ They make products only for the rich and encourage disparities. 

...and their defence 

■ Payback periods are usually very long and their commitment is long term. 

■ MNCs bring in latest equipment and models. 

■ Indian managers are also employed by MNCs. 

■ They enter core sectors like power, telecom and banking apart from con¬ 
sumer goods seetdr. 

■ They indigenise production and develop local vendors. 

■ If they involve in community projects, what is the harm? 

■ Investments are made within Indian laws. 
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on selling imported goods, which was re- d«tiH careancnreiMar phones mat we mi y 
sisted by the nationalists. Today, it is the today? Today, one fourth of our income 
MNC? that are doing muchjhe same and from exports goes to pay for the interest 
want to get us hooked on what they make, payments of the loans taken. With slug- 
If the.British took over native resources, gish exports, this percentage may in- 
the MNCs are buying them out. The Brit- crease. 

ish wanted to reform the country, the MNCs The fears of domination by Western 
are trying to change consumption patterns powers, through the economic route, are 

in favour of their products. not without basis. It was natural that ques¬ 

tions about swadeslii economics should 
have arisen, more so because the policies 
of the World Bank in opening economies 
and imposing reforms ended in failure in 
A accompanied by much exultation in the many other countries and have put them 
media. Newspapers have gi ven toe impres- on paths of impoverishment 

sion that it was the best thing to happen to Indian companies are not totally op- 
India. Eminent economists have hailed the posed to MNCs. What they have desired is 

obtaining of loans as the major achieve- a policy governing foreign investments. In 
ment of the government. The entry of some sectors like transport, communica- 
MNCs is considered to be a good thing, tions and energy, MNCs could play a domi- 

iong overdue. nant role. In others they could play leading 

The arrival of Coca Cola, Kentucky or supportive roles. In consumer goods 
Fried Chicken, Reebok and Ford have been their entry could be restricted. 

hailed by India's elite as the dawning of a However, when foreign capital comes 

new India. Those in the traditional mould to India, it does not do so out of noble 
suggested, in muted voices, that India was objectives to develop infrastructure or to 
heading for another enslavement. The play supportive roles. It comes because it 
multinational invasion may be a subtle way finds higher returns can be obtained as 

of another colonisation. Together with | opposed going to another country. 
Western cultural invasion, it represents a j Clearly, consumer goods industry offers 
lethal combination for tire country. the highest returns with least gestation 

Critics say that what we are seeing periods and that is the reason^ that in¬ 
today in the name of economic reforms is vestments tome in these sectors easily, 
actually Western domination and erosion For better or worse, the doors have been 

of our sovereignty. A stern warning was opened to MNCs and since this is an ir- 
issued by the US Energy Secretary when reversible process, it is hoped that com- 
the Enron project was called for review, petition will only increase in the future, 
though the country was within its rights to The slogan "Microchips, yes. Potato chips 

do so. This was seen as interference in our no", is unlikely to appeal' to the MNCs 
internal affairs. or the consumers. 


Nationalist voices 

THF. process of liberalisation has been 


There is another danger. The MNCs 
bring in imported components which have 
to be paid in foreign exchange. India faces 
a ballooning trade deficit and a heavy debt 
burden. If exports do not increase, the coun¬ 
try will enter into a debt trap. It is also said 
that MNCs have brought in no path-break¬ 
ing technology but made us consumers of 
products and cultural images handed out 
to us. 

The question is: will the country be 
able to pay for the consumption we do 
today? Will we have to go to the World 
Bank for more loans to pay for the won- 


Indian and Foreign j 

While there is much debate about the 
role of MNCs, comparisons with Indian 
businesses cannot be ruled out. Foreign 
companies offer secular workplaces and a 
work culture. Indian companies, on the 
other hand, are parochial. 

What was the need for remaining 
swutkshi in such a situation? When Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi launched a campaign 
against foreign goods, it was because the 
country was exploited by the foreigner. 


Mucn me same may be Happening today, 
but there is no way that foreign goods can 
be kept out of the country. Economic isola¬ 
tion would do more harm than good, es¬ 
pecially now, when modem technology 
is known to contribute to economic 
growth. What the country can do is to 
tie up foreign investments with obliga¬ 
tions of export and bringing in latest' 
technology so that the economy does not 
suffer. 

Though economic nationalism is on 
the rise in India, political parties too have 
to come to terms with the multinational. 
The opposition parties at -first criticised 
economic refofms and wanted to toe the 
smdeshi line. But, as the parties came in 
power in several States, they realised the 
importance of foreign capital. 

The current debate is not whether 
MNCs should be banned altogether, but 
how far to liberalise and .how much to 
depend on foreign investment. Almost all 
parties wants foreign investment but the 
fear of foreign domination has not been 
dispelled. 

Hue, MNCs have their drawbacks. But 
there is much to learn from them too. 
One of the lessons that Indian business 
can learn is to copy them and expand 
their own,operations abroad. If foreign 
companies can come to India, why can't 
the successful Indian business houses in¬ 
vest abroad and sell their brand of goods 
and services? 

Western multinationals have also been 
polishing up their act so that they do not 
attract the traditional charges. They want 
toe world to know that they want customer 
satisfaction and will not indulge in unethi¬ 
cal acts. High environmental standards are 
enforced by them and most want to be¬ 
come good corporate citizens. 

India is neither anti-modernism nor anti¬ 
reform. What the current debate shows per¬ 
haps is the transition towards a global 
economy. The MNC is, thus, a reality which 
Indians will have to accept. Should India de¬ 
pend entirely on the MNC investment and 
technology or try to create an atmosphere to 
encourage self-reliance and give level play¬ 
ing fieto to IcnsI industry alro in formof some 
protection. This is a matter for the next gov¬ 
ernment to decide. 
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ARTICLE 

Sustaining Industrial Growth 


Industrial development a the back-bone 
of every growing economy In almost every 
developing country agricultural sector is stag¬ 
nant and tertiary sector is still in its infancy 
Heme, it is tin industrial growth which gen¬ 
erally determines tin economic growth rate of 
the economy In other words, industrial growth 
rati is synonymous with the economic devel 
opment Rapidly growing economies of China 
and South Kona have been able to achieve 
outstanding rates of economte growth largely 
on their strength of industries A well devel¬ 
oped and supported industrial growth rate in 
these two countries has resulted in exception¬ 
ally high rate of growth 0 } their economies 
With India also follomng their footsteps in the 
recent years the new Industrial Policy initia¬ 
tives have cleared Hu wav for a rapid growth 
of industries in India in tin years to come 

Steady Growth 

D URING the last about 15 years, in¬ 
dustrial grow th rate in India has been 
quite good In a gradual but certain shift 
from the outlook of hfties, the Government 
has been able to liberalise, debcence, de¬ 
control and globalise the industries in In 
dia With the growing international eco¬ 
nomic cooperation m the world no coun¬ 
try can possibly survive in isolation Co¬ 
operation essentially means exchange of 
concessions, reductions of trade barriers, 
development-oriented atmosphere and free 
movement of foreign exchange Half¬ 
hearted attempts in this direction were 
made during the eighties but it was only in 
1991 that discernible changes in govern¬ 
ment-policy were effected towards this di¬ 
rection 

The year 1991 may be termed as a 
water-shed vear for Industrial Policy m 
India The changes in Industnal Policy, ef¬ 
fected by the Rao Go\ emment in ] uly, 1991, 
reduced the number of category of indus¬ 
tries requiting industrial licencing to only 


15 In other words, about 85 per cent of the 
industrial sector was completely 
delicenced In addition, the categories of 
industries reserved for Public Sector were 
reduced to only six—strategic ones includ¬ 
ing atomic energy, coal, railways, miner¬ 
als, oils etc Private participation even in 
these six industries was not completely 
barred and could'be considered and al¬ 
lowed on case to case basis 

The average industrial growth rate 
during the decade endmg 1990-91 was 7 8 
per cent, a percentage appreciably higher 
than the annual growth rate of the GDP 
during these ten years But, during the year 
1991-92, this growth rate slumped to 0 6 
per cent, from 8 2 per cent during 1990-91 
Se\ eral policy measures, including the ones 
mentioned above, were initiated during 
1991 and were further strengthened in the 
subsequent years As a result, the indus¬ 
trial growth rate started looking up again 
and rose to the levels of 2 3 per cent, 6 0 
per cent and 8 6 per cent during the years 
from 1992-93 to 1994 95, respectively Ihe 
pre-budget Economic Survey 1995-% places 
the industrial growth rate during Aprd-Sep- 
tember 1995 period at an encouraging 12 per 


Export Orientation 

A N outstanding feature of the recent 
resurgence of industnal growth rate 
is that the efforts were made not only al 
encouraging the industnal growth rate but 
also ensuring a steady growth of exports 
As most ot the exports constitute goods 
manufactured by vanous industries, the in¬ 
creased production has been adequately 
matched by the spurt m export growth rate 
During the past three year* now, the growth 
rate of exports has been around 20 per cent 
per annum in dollar terms Not only ex¬ 
ports have risen impressively, but the im- 
1 ports have also risen appreciably above 20 


per cent per year during these years, pro¬ 
viding a strong support to the strengthen¬ 
ing of industries The Fconomic Survey 
places the growth rate of exports in dollar 
termsat 18 4 per cent during 1995-96 while 
the imports have been estimated to have 
grown by 22 9 per cent during the said year 
in dollar terms 

Several reforms were directed at 
achieving relaxation of foreign exchange 
regulations The provisions of Foreign Ex¬ 
change Regulation Act (FERA) have been 
toned down to be brought in tunc with the 
new policy of globalisation The govern 
ment introduced a system of automatic 
approval of foreign investment upto 51 per 
cent of the equity In 35 priority industries, 
which contribute about 50 pei cent of value 
addition in the manufacturing, foreign 
technology agreements were permitted 
The manufacture of readymade garments 
a major contributor to India s exports 
which was till recently reserved for small 
scale/ancillary industries, was thrown 
open to large scale industries, subject to an 
investment limit of Rs 1 crore and an an¬ 
nual export obligation of 50 per cent of the 
production 

The above efforts have yielded good 
results in the form of Foreign Direct In¬ 
vestment (EDI) During the year 1991, the 
total approvals worth Rs 534 crore for FDI 
were given by the government, which rose 
to Rs 10,820 crore during 9-month period 
from January to September, 1995 During 
the penod between 1991 to September 1995, 
the government has approved a total of 
3716 proposals for FDI amounting to Rs 
33060 crore, out of which an actual inflow 
of Rs 10513 crore has already taken place 
The foreign currency assets of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) increased to record US 
$ 21 billion in March, 1995 This level, 
however, declined to US $ 16 32 billion m 
January, 19% and again rose to US $ 20 
billion by end of February, 19% Exports 
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as percentage of GDP were at 8.9 per cent. 

AU the above changes have, on the 
one hand, increased the export orientation 
of the industrial output, and on the other, 
improved the technology by importing 
sizeable quantities of capital goods. In 
addition, new work culture and improved 
managerial practices have also stormed the 
industrial scenario of India. 

Improved Public SectOT 

a late, one of the areas of concern has 
•en the Public Sector. The Industrial 
Policy statement of 1991 had tried to bring 
in efficiency, accountability and indepen¬ 
dence among the managers of PSUs. One 
of the steps was gradual privatisation of 
the public sector. This step aims at incor¬ 
porating the spirit of healthy competition, 
market discipline and increased account¬ 
ability. It was decided to disinvest a part of 
government equity in selected PSUs. Upto 
the end of 1995, the disinvestment had 
taken place in 40 PSUs and a total sum of 
Rs 10,500 crore has already been 
disinvested. Madras Refineries Ltd, 
Cochin Refineries Ltd, Hindustan Or¬ 
ganic Chemicals Ltd, Hindustan Petro¬ 
leum Corporation Ltd, Bharat Earth 
Movers Ltd, Andrew Yule Ltd, etc are 
some of the PSUs in respect of which 
heavy disinvestment has already taken 
place and in ail these cases the 
disinvestment is over 35 per cent of their 
equity. As on March 31,1996 Madras Re¬ 
fineries Ltd had maximum disinvestment 
with 48.20 per cent of its equity 
disinvested. HMT, IOC, IPCL, HPCL, 
ITDC, IDBI, SAIL and ONGC are among 
other prominent PSUs whose equity has 
been disinvested. 

Another aspect of PSU reform was the 
introduction of MoU (Memorandum of 
Understanding) system. Under the MoU 
system, the management of the concerned 
PSU enters into MoU with die government 
vide which the government gives a com¬ 
pletely free hand to the 9aid PSU to achieve 
the projected physical and financial targets 
a6 per the MoU, During the year 1994-95,99 
PSUs signed the MoUs. Self-appraisals from 
95 PSUs were received by the Union Govern¬ 
ment. The department of Public Enterprises 


has found that 39 out of the above 95 PSUs 
have been rated as excellent, 26 very good 
and only two have been graded as poor. 
Examination of evaluation of the remain¬ 
ing 16 is still to be done by the depart¬ 
ment. 

To meet the contingency arising out 
of the policy of disinvestment, the govern¬ 
ment set up a National Renewal Fund 
(NRF). The main aim of setting up the NRF 
was to provide a social safety net for the 
PSU workers and to protect their interests. 
Set up in February 1992, NRF proposed to 
assist the empioyees/workers in training 
and development, redeployment and coun¬ 
selling. NRF also had the provision to meet 
the demand of PSUs arising out of need 
for payment of ex-gratia to the workers of 
PSUs seeking voluntary retirement. As per 
one estimate, 75000 workers have already 
opted for voluntary retirement. A sum of 
Rs 803.5 crore was released from file NRF 
for above purposes during 1993-94 and 
1994-95. Moreover, the provisions of Sick 
Industrial Companies Act (SICA) were ex¬ 
tended to the PSUs in December, 1991 As 
a result, a sick PSU can now be referred to 
the BIFR (Board for Industrial and Finan¬ 
cial Reconstruction). Upto end of Decem¬ 
ber, 1995,59 cases of Central PSUs and 79 
cases of State PSUs were registered with 
BIFR. In 29 cases rehabilitation plans have 
been sanctioned. 

Small Scale Sector 

S MALL Scale Sector is a very important 
sector which contributes around 40 per 
cent of the total industrial output in India' 
and about 34 per cent of the total exports. 
It also provides very large quantum of 
employment and during the year 1994-95 
SSI sector provided employment to 146.5 
lakh persons. With a view to provide in¬ 
centives and to strengthen this sector, sev¬ 
eral policy measures were taken in the re¬ 
cent years. Several fiscal incentives have 
been announced for SSI units in the form 
of ISO certification, infrastructure devel¬ 
opment and excise concessions. ANational 
Equity Fund has been introduced to sup¬ 
port expansion, modernisation and 
upgradation of technology by SSI sector 
units. Another such fund is being managed 


by the Small Industrial Development Bank 
of India (SIDBI), called Technology Devel¬ 
opment and Modernisation Fund, under 
which assistance is provided to the needy 
SSI units for adoption of improved and , 
upgraded technology. 

SSI units are also provided with ad¬ 
equate credit facilities. It forms part of the 
priority-sector lending targets fixed for 
Banks. 40 per cent of die advances to the 
SSI sector are kept reserved for tiny sector 
and village and cottage industries. Upto 
Rs 50 lakh projects are sanctioned under 
the Single-Window Scheme of SIDBI. More¬ 
over, there are 836 products which are ex¬ 
clusively reserved for the SSI sector. 
Government also has a price preference 
scheme for the products manufactured by 
this sector. In addition, several 
programmes are there for vendor develop¬ 
ment, quality awareness and pollution 
control. Total number of units in this cat¬ 
egory was 25.75 lakh upto the end of De¬ 
cember, 1995. 

Conclusion 

D URING the past about 4 years now, 
industrial growth has been good and 
promises to be even better in the years to 
follow. This has been largely possible be¬ 
cause of bold policy measures adopted by 
the government. A lot more is required to 
be done to make the industrial growth rate 
self-sustaining for a longer period of time. 
Institutional and environmental bottle¬ 
necks in the easy availability of credit, par¬ 
ticularly to the SSI sector, is to be ensured. 

It must also be ensured that the political 
changes do not reduce the momentum 
provided to this vital sector of the economy 
The results achieved in the form of output 
and exports are outstanding, but efforts 
should be made to import labour-intensive 
technologies, rather than blindly follow¬ 
ing the West. This would also help in 
achieving the objective of more employ¬ 
ment generation, along with rapid indus¬ 
trial development in the country. Indus¬ 
tries need still more strengthening to en¬ 
sure that the growth rate in the decades to 
come not only rises but sustains itself, 
undeterred by the cyclical and external fluc¬ 
tuations. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

June: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
June has been quite an eventful month 
in our pre-independence history. In this 
section, after recapitulating some of the 
events which happened in the first two 
decades of the century we shall have a 
perusal on some epoch-making events 
pertaining to Bhagat Singh and the 
formation of Interim Government. 

Changing mood of the Indians towards 
die English, in the early decades of the 
century, was well-depicted during the 
months of June. While the first decade of 
die century witnessed some antagonism 
between the two, the second decade saw 
the building up of some healthy associa¬ 
tion between the two. For instance, on 
June 13,1908, Khudiram Bose was 
sentenced to death for 'murdering' Mrs 
and Miss Kennedy, and on June 9,1909, 
Ganesh Savarkar was sentenced to Kala 
Pani for writing poems aimed at 'waging 
war against Government'. On the other 
hand, in the second decade, Emperor 
conferred Knighthood on Rabindra Nath 
Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi got Kaiser- 
i-Hind Medal on June 3,1915. Madan 
Mohan Malaviya was elected to Vicere¬ 
gal Council on June 3,1919. On June 
10,1917, Mahatma Gandhi became 
member of the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the disputes relating with 
die production of indigo. 

Bhagat Singh 

June of 1929 has been quite significant in 
the life of Bhagat Singh. On June 6, 

1929, the historic joint statement of 
Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt was 
read by Asaf Ali. It said that"... the 
bomb was thrown to awaken the English 
from their dreams ...''. Subsequently 
on June 12,1929, the Judgement on 
'Assembly Bomb' case was pronounced 
and Bhagat Singh was sentenced to 


transportation for life. It was on June 
15,1929 that Bhagat Singh started his 
epic hunger strike in jail for the ‘Jail 
reforms'. 

Interim Government 
The desk for the Interim Government 
was finally cleared on June 16,1946, 
when the Viceroy invited 14 Indians to 
join the Interim Government. The 
invitation was extended to six members 
of Congress, five of League and three of 
other minorities (Sikh—1, Indian Chris¬ 
tian—1 and Parsee—1). While All India 
Hindu Mahasabha condemned the Plan, 
Mahatma Gandhi laid four demands 
regarding constitution of Interim Gov¬ 
ernment ... stressing that 'Congress 
must have right to nominate its Quota’. 

After Independence , 

In the post independent history of India 
the month of June has been marked by 
two black spots, 'Clamping of Emer¬ 
gency' and 'Operation Bluestar'. In this 
section we shall have glance on the 
happenings just preceding the main 
event. 

Clamping of Emergency 
It almost began on June 12,1975, with 
the decision of Allahabad High Court 
which set aside the election of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. The Judgement, 
which stayed operation for 20 days, led 
to an unprecedented turmoil in India. 
For instance, on June 13, while 'Opposi¬ 
tion leaders' staged Dharrn to seek 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's resigna¬ 
tion, thousands of others staged demon¬ 
stration asking Prime Minister to 
continue. 

On June 15, 1975, on one hand Janata 
Front decided to hold Anti-Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rally on the other hand Bihar 
Pradesh Youth Congress decided to 


observe Indira Gandhi Solidarity Week 
from June 21. Amidst mounting pro-anti- 
demonstrations, Mrs Indira Gandhi, on 
June 20, approached Supreme Court 
against Allahabad High Court decision. 
On June 24,1975 Mrs Gandhi was 
granted conditional stay, making her 
entitled to participate in the proceedings 
of Parliament as Prime Minister but 
'without voting rights'. On the next day 
while the five non-CPI opposition 
parties decided to launch Nationwide 
agitation from June 29, the Union 
Government launched tirade against 
smugglers by issuing Ordinances. 
Finally owing to 'threat to security 
from internal disturbances' on June 
26, 1975, President declared 'Emer¬ 
gency' and it was marked with the 
arrest ot over 600 persons from ail 
over the country. 

Operation Bluestar 

Intermittent firing incidences in Amritsar 
took grave turn on June 1,1984, when 
one of the heaviest exchanges of fire was 
witnessed between security forces and 
the men inside the Golden Temple. 
Sensing the gravity of the situation, a 32- 
hour curfew was clamped in the Amritsar. 
However, much of crucial decisions on the 
turbulent Punjab crisis came on June 2, 
1984, when President Giani Zail Singh's 
scheduled visit to Shimla was postponed 
and Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi 
made a nationwide broadcast to share 
her concern over the problem. It was on 
the same day that Army was called out 
in Punjab and Lt Gen Ranjit Singh Dayal 
took over as Advisor (Security) to the 
Punjab Governor. Subsequently the 
Operation began with the damping of 60 
hours curfew in Punjab and Chandigarh, 
during which militants were flushed out 
of 44 places of worship, including 5 
Temples and 1 Mosque. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Can Machines Replace Man? 


The possibility of a machine as intelli¬ 
gent as man has always existed in the hu¬ 
man imagination. With the advent of 
computers and artificial intelligence, this 
possibility has acquired a distinct reality. Sci¬ 
ence fiction has, of course, been one step 
ahead, conjuring visions of machines ruling 
the world and humans subjugated to ani- 
mal-ltke existence 

Indeed, robots have been deployed in 
many industries and seem to have their own 
intelligence Arc we moving towards a ma¬ 
chine-dominated society 7 When the IBM 
computer, Deep Blue, took on Garry 
Kasparov, it certainly seemed that computers 
were becoming smarter In fact, it may be only I 
a matter of time tlmt a, machine is developed ' 
that will beat the reigning champion j 

In this issue, we discuss whether inlclh- | 
gent machines will replace man Is the scenarm , 
painted by si icme fiction soon to become a re- | 
ality 7 

Mr A Man’s inventiveness knows i 
no bounds. In every field, newer and j 
smarter things have been made. Com¬ 
puters are now available that can do 
things much faster and more efficiently 
than any human. Robots have been 
developed that can do dungs almost 
like humans. They are not only replac¬ 
ing workers in factories but redefining 
how work is done in organisations. For 
example, it required an army of accoun¬ 
tants and auditors to make the balance 
sheet of a large organisation, now one 
or two persons can do it with the help 
of computers. I think the time is not far 
when computers will take over many of 
our jobs and will replace man if not 
fully, at least to a very great extent. 
Already this is happening. Computers 
do many things these days, including 
playing chess. Slowly machines arc 
going to replace men in many spheres 
of activity. People are going to lose jobs 
and already unemployment rate in the 
country is alarming. 


Mr B I do not agree with you. 

While it is true that computers are 
doing many tilings and are getting 
smarter, they can never replace man. 
Fven if they become smarter, they will 
always require man to run them. They 
cannot do jobs on their own. Rather 
than take away jobs, they have helped 
economies to grow and created new 
jobs in a way that could not be imag¬ 
ined. In some areas, fewer people may 
be required to do the same job but at 
the same time opportunities have been 
created that have actually helped 
increased employment So, it is wrong 
to say that computers have taken away- 
jobs and have replaced men. In banks 
for example, computers have helped 
work to be performed efficiently but the 
number of jobs has not reduced On the 
contrary, systems experts are required 
which has increased the number of 
people employed. Thus, there is a shift 
in the kind of jobs that are available. 
Man has been freed from doing routine, 
repetitive jobs u hich are delegated to 
machines He can use his mind on more 
creative pursuits instead. A bank accoun¬ 
tant can provide service faster to custom¬ 
ers as the routine task of updating ledgers 
is done by computers. In addition, some 
totally new industries have opened up. In 
India, the software industry has really 
picked up and jobs have been created in 
thousands Unemployment, thus, is not 
due to computers. 1 ,ct us remember that a 
computer is only a tool and cannot 
replace man. 

Mr C I think the fear arises when 
wc see computers porfoAung tasks 
which wc find amazing. When a com¬ 
puter plays chess, we are overwhelmed 
and think that the machine has intelli¬ 
gence of its own, because chess requires 
a great amount of intelligence, But 
actually this may not be so. A computer 


works as commanded by the software 
which is loaded on it. The software in 
turn may have millions of chess posi¬ 
tions in its database. A computer merely 
compares the positions in its memory 
and selects the best move according to 
the rules of the software loaded on it. A 
clever software will be able to win 
games, whereas a bad software will not. 
So it is wrong to talk about the 
machine's intelligence. What is .unazing 
is that a human mind can match and 
still win against a computer which can 
analyse 50 billion chess moves it. 3 
minutes. A human mind could only 
analyse 4 or 5 moves in that time. Yet, a 
man who plays by the 'feel' of the game 
is able to win against these massive 
odds. Now that is real intelligence A 
I computer is only as smart as the soft- 
I ware it has Even if the computer 
i wms- as it is bound to in the future— 
it hardly proves anything. In the words 
of Bill Gates, "It shouldn't offend 
human dignity any more than the 
realisation that a person with binoculars 
can see distant objects better than a 
person without binoculars.” 

Mr D f we look at it this way then 
there is no fear that machines will 
replace man. A robot will be as smart as 
the software given to it. Will it be able 
to take decisions on its own? In fact, 
getting it to do things that are not 
programmed into it, will be impossible. 
Tire ultimate decisions to be taken will 
still be man’s. Science fiction writers 
portray the scenario that machines will 
be able to control man. To my mind, 
this is impossible. Man has a certain 
curiosity that makes him try out new 
things. He will look at things and try to 
discover how they work. This has led to 
inventions and discoveries. It is doubt¬ 
ful lhat a robot will ever develop that 
kind of intelligence. Can it look at the 
moon and want to develop a rocket to 
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go to it? Can it look at itself and want 
to reproduce? Thus, the fear that ma¬ 
chines will ever replace man is mis¬ 
placed. 

Mr A But let us not forget that 
computers do things faster and more 
efficiently. If more and more powerful 
computers are installed, fewer people 
will be needed. This may be all right for 
Western countries where population is 
limited. But for a country like India, we 
need labour intensive technologies that 
are able to use the manpower available. 
There is no point following the West 
blindly This was the point of thp 
unions that have opposed 
computerisation in banks and other 
organisations. They were worried that 
the workers would lose their jobs and 
the fears were not misplaced. Today 
people are losing jobs because of auto¬ 
mation. In developed countries there are 
factories where cars can be produced 
almost entirely by machines. While 
productivity per worker has increased 
because of the machines, a lot of jobs 
have been lost. 

Mr E That is one of the most 
backward ideas ever heard. Trade 
unions in India have behaved in a most 
irresponsible way when it came to 
automation. They have opposed com¬ 
puters based on their lack of knowledge 
and also to protect their own. positions. 
Now they have allowed computers to 
come in but no jobs have been lost. 
Their only achievement has been to get 
allowance for employees to use comput¬ 
ers, when actually it has made the job 
easier for them. Moreover, though 
productivity per worker has increased 
and fewer workers may be required to 
do certain jobs, employment has 
increased because volumes have 
increased. For example, now more 
people want to invest money because 
of better services offered, thanks to 
computers. The information society 
has also opened up jobs in other 
areas. Machines have not led to loss 
in jobs at a macro-level but resulted 
in more jobs being created. We cannot 
stay with outdated manual technology 
simply for the sake of keeping people 


busy The challenge is to look for 
more job opportunities that new 
. technology throws up. 

Mr B India has remained backward 
because of our distrust of new technol¬ 
ogy. It is also wrong to say that' com¬ 
puters are better for developed nations 
and not for us as they replace labour. In 
fact, computers help in economic 
development of a country. A higher 
growth rate will result in more jobs. 
Simply remaining backward in the hope 
of protecting jobs will never achieve 
anything. I would also like to say that 
the quality of work life has also im¬ 
proved with smart machines. A worker 
need not be present at places where 
certain hazardous processes are taking 
place: a robot can handle the work at 
such a work station. The fear of ma¬ 
chines replacing man arises because we 
think that the machines have intelli¬ 
gence of their own. Indeed, there is a 
race to build Artificial intelligence (AI). 
Can we.have a "digital biology", for 
instance, a small self- reproducing 
program that can be put on the 
Internet, which may evolve by itself 
and begin to do things on its own? Or 
maybe a digital brain that does things 
on its own? At present these things may 
sound futuristic but nobody knows 
whether this can actually happen. If it 
does, there may a possibility of ma¬ 
chines dominating mankind. 

Mr C That is still a futuristic 
scenario. But, even then 1 doubt that 
Al can match human ingenuity. If 
computer viruses were created which 
could reproduce on their own, so 
were programs to detect and destroy 
them. Similarly, AI could be countered 
too, if it gets out of hand. But the real 
fear of the people is not AI but 
whether computers could take away 
their jobs. Since India has seen how 
computers assist workers, I don't 
think anybody has fears today that 
their jobs will be taken away. And 
since they have led to faster service in 
most organisations, everybody wants 
to work with them. 

Mr D think that the fear of people 


being replaced by computers has 
arisen because of lack of understand¬ 
ing and knowledge. The argument is 
similar to the time of the industrial 
revolution. At that time, people 
thought that machines would replace 
man. They did, but different jobs 
were created and the revolution 
actually fuelled economic growth. 
There was a shift in jobs. The same 
thing is happening now. The informa¬ 
tion revolution will also cause shift in 
jobs. Though the machines are 
smarter and do new things, they can 
never replace man. Machines are 
invented to help man do something 
in a better manner. The smart com¬ 
puters are also something that man 
will use to do his work. That a ma¬ 
chine will do his work and replace 
him is a wrong idea. Like the indus¬ 
trial revolution, the revolution taking 
place today will help man achieve his 
ends. 

Mr E f you look at the evolution of 
j computers you find that smaller ma¬ 
chines and laptops were developed 
keeping in view the needs of people. AI 
will also be developed if it finds any 
practical use. Rather than replacing 
man, it will also remain to be a tool for 
man. I think it is important to keep that 
in perspective. Let us not go back to the 
times of the industrial revolution and 
repeat the arguments that people 
raised at that time. Development is a 
law of nature. We will continue 
thinking of newer things and smarter 
machines. Each of these will make life 
easier for man and help him reach 
new frontiers. Man has something 
more in him, and that is conscious¬ 
ness. Even when he sleeps, his mind 
is at work. But if you switch off a 
computer, it just becomes a dead 
object. So, even though computers 
may mimic humans, they remain only 
machines. They have raw powers of 
computation but do they have a sense 
of what is right or wrong? Of happi¬ 
ness and sorrow? Of doing things on 
their own? Let us not forget that a 
computer is like a railway engine. It 
was created to help man, not to 
replace him. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Spark Yourself to Success 


! 


If you want to get a thing done, give 
it to a busy person, is a sage suggestion of 
efficiency experts. Contrarily, one who has 
lots of time at his disposal, is unbusy. 

It is an interesting fact ot psychology 
that such a person is invariably a sluggard 
and a shirker. His work is a burden to him. j 
He derives no satisfaction from it. He feels | 
always below par. Above all, he has no i 
energy, no enthusiasm 

If you suffer from that always-tired j 
syndrome, there may be many good cause's j 
for it Since there is no sense in making life j 
more difficult and create conditions ■ 
favourable to failure, it is prudent to get 

1 I 

into the thick o! the matter and emerge from 1 
the doldrums. 

It vou are listless, yout physical and f 
mental energy runs low, vou are devoid j 
ol zest and vitality and you feel that then.* j 
is a sense of emptiness in your life, you i 
have to tap hidden sources of energy | 
inside you | 

Before you fry to understand the ! 
causes and tree youiself from lassitude, } 
shed the fa ilacy that work tires you. It does j 
not. It stimulates you. i 

Think of the day when you were lan- ; 
guid and listless. It was surely one of the ; 
days when you did not have much to do. | 
Now recall the day when you felt there were j 
cxhaustless wells of energy inside you. it | 
was the day when you did a lot of work, | 
accomplished more than you usually do. 
You were like a dynamo, a store-house of 
energy on two legs. 

Genuine fatigue does overtape all of 
us but there is a difference between be¬ 
ing tired and imagining that we are tired. 
When we feci tired, we act tired. When 
we look energetic, we act energetic. 
Emotions affect our energy-level and 
vice-versa. 


Zest 

How can one put zen and zest into 
life? How can one pronounce from face: 
Here goes success? 

I he remedy for these conditions lies 
in rearrangement of your sitting position, 
in home, office and elsewhere. The idea is 
to effect the maximum economy in energy 
in your movements. These should be natu¬ 
ral, and where possible, pleasant and plea¬ 
surable 

Your aim should be to reduce the 
strain which causes tiredness. Whether that 
strain is on the eyes, ears, or must les being 
used unnaturally, it will outrage your sen¬ 
sibilities, causing fatigue. Correction is in 
your hands 

Another form of fatigue comes from 
repeated activity You have been writing for 
hours. Your fingers feel numb and lifeless. 
Tatigue lias travelled to your eyes as well. 
This is best countered by changing the activ¬ 
ity. Shift from writing to reading and you 
find your eyes and fingers are relaxed. 

Dues that mean that complete break¬ 
ing off work during working hours is jus¬ 
tifiable? The answer is no. That would 
be poor selt-management. Our object 
should be to rest only the tired member 
of the organism, not the entire organ¬ 
ism The tired member will lose its ta¬ 
tigue quickly. 

There is another reason why work 
should not be broken off. During the break, 
efficiency goes down. It takes you time to 
hit your stride and reach the peak of effi¬ 
ciency again. The warming up time is thus 
a stretch of wasteful effort. The best way 
ot recouping your flagging zen, however, 
is to tap the deeper wells of energy inside 
you. This is done by going on with the 
work at hand. 


Feats 

Think of people who perform miracu¬ 
lous feats of endurance. What about the 
person who cycles non-stop for sev¬ 
enty-two hours, or the one who swims 
for an equal number of hours? Why 
do not they get tired? They tap the 
hidden sources of energy in them by 
refusing to stop work. 

Many of us have experience it in our 
day-to-day work. This is called the phe¬ 
nomenon of the “second wind" or the "sec¬ 
ond steam". 

You are working. You feel tired. You 
keep on working and then comes the trans¬ 
formation. Fatigue vanishes. Your work 
becomes smoother, easier, pleasurable and 
more effective. It is a characteristic of the 
"second wind or steam". You need not give 
up at the end of the first steam. There is the 
second, third, even fourth wind. 

The body runs not on food alone, 
hut also on oxygen, which is essential to 
life. People who work indoors are apt to 
suffer from a rather stale atmosphere. It 
is wise to see that rooms are ventilated 
and are not so hot that you feel languid 
and heavy. Fumes and tobacco smoke 
should not be allowed to become a men¬ 
ace to health. Often a person who feels 
tired will feel better after a short walk in 
the fresh air 

When fatigue is associated with 
backache, aching shoulders, pains in the 
legs, headaches or cramps, it is time to 
ask: "Am I working in a position that is 
uncomfortable?" A chair and table may 
be at heights that do not suit. One can 
raise oneself with a cushion, or lower 
oneself on to another chair, or raise the 
table, if only with four pads of news¬ 
paper! 
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Right load 

The person whose load is more avoidable such as the good 
organiser who organises too much, has to learn to say "No" and 
mean it. "I am sorry; 1 cannot take on any more at present." 

Some people have something very like a compulsion to take 
on too many activities. Their motives then need a little inspection 
Guilt may play a part. We wish, as it were, to punish ourselves tor 
something (often something that is not really bad at all) and so we 
drive ourselves like taskmasters. The need to be important is also 
a common motive in overdoing tilings. 

Do you hate work? A plain, ugly question; but there are 
times when it needs to be asked. Shirkers and grousers are 
immature and usually thoroughly miserable people. The way 
to face a job is to get on with it as well as possible and take, 
one's wages with self-respect. 11 your answer is not "1 hate my 
job" but "I hate work", it is time to try to adjust one's attitude 
to life itself 

No Moaning 

It is no use looking for the perfect, totally congenial job, in 
which one is doing exactly what suits one and is working only 
with kind, charming people, in exactly the right working condi¬ 
tions. Let's not be infantile. A grown person should be able to put 
up with small unpleasantness without undue moaning. 

Work off Feelings 

We may be able to tight back; change our job; cultivate 
indifference to the humiliating person, try to remedy some 
fault that leads us into humiliating situations, work off our 
feelings 

We may be able to consider why the other person has been 
so unpleasant, and, by examining the person's psychology and 
motives, understand the unimportance ot their nasty attitude, 
and so on. 

A great deal of what we think is "overwork", is in fact "over- 
worry" It is not usually effort that kills people, but strain. 

Many people who always feel tired are in fact not so much 
overworked as out of harmony with themselves. 

It is conceivable, speaking intellectually and philosophically, 
that they may be right. But the practical outcome is that they 
make themselves and other people miserable. 

There are many different interpretations of life that work 
satisfactorily for different people, ft is possible to submit to the 
teachings of some sage to work out one's own philosophy of 
life. 

It is highly desirable to find some sort of working philosophy 
about life that will serve for our own spiritual requirements. People 
who feel that everything is futile often need, quite simply, to use 
their brains a little more. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

How Aeroplanes Fly? 


All conventional airplanes take off and 
climb because the propulsive system (en¬ 
gine- or turbine-driven propeller or turbine¬ 
generated jet) produces a forward thrust 
substantially in excess of the combined 
ground and total air-resistance effects. The 
resultant forward motion induces airflow 
over wings, which (because of cross-sec¬ 
tion shape and inclination) generates up¬ 
ward forces in excess of the total weight of 
the machine. Once in level, forward flight 
at uniform speed, the horizontal forces 
(thrust and drag) are equal and opposite, 
and the vertical forces (lift and weight) are 
also in equilibrium. 

Unconventional aircraft, such as short- 
takeoff and -landing, or vertical-takeoff and 
-landing vehicles, make partial or complete 
use of vertical-thrust devices (jets or rotat¬ 
ing wings) to get them off the ground 
quickly into steep or vertical climb 

Once off the ground and at an alti¬ 
tude to clear all obstacles safely, STOI. air¬ 
planes (and some VTOI, types) look like 
and behave like conventional airplanes. 
The ability of these aircraft to make steep 
takeoffs or landings on short runways (<• #., 
in congested areas) is derived from an abil¬ 
ity to deflect downward a part of the air- 
stream from propellers or jets. This 
deflection is accomplished by the use of 
slots and flaps or by partial vertical rota¬ 
tion of power plants and even rotation ot 
entire wing systems. 

VTOI, aircraft rise vertically from rest 
without use of runways of any kind. This 
rise has been achieved experimentally by 
deflecting powerful vertical jets downward 
by a system of vanes in the jet exhaust or 
by rotating complete turbine-jet engines to 
a vertical position. The most successful and 
most widely used VTOL machine, however, 


is the helicopter which derives its direct 
lift (and also its forward propulsion) from 
a system of rotating wings. 

All aircraft-propulsion systems, ex¬ 
cluding solid or liquid rocket propulsion, 
depend upon accelerating a mass of ambi¬ 
ent air to a velocity greater than the for¬ 
ward or upward speed of the aircraft, then 
discharging it rearward or downward. By 
increasing the momentum (mass times 
velocity) of the airstream, an equal but 
opposite momentum is applied to the air¬ 
craft The resultant forward force is equal 
to the mass of air moved, multiplied by its 
acceleration. 

The methods used to accelerate air for 
propulsion are piston-engine or turbine- 
diiven screw' propellers (or helicopter ro¬ 
tors) or gas-turbine generated jets. 

Airflow over movable control surfaces 
(elevators, ailerons, flaps, and rudder) sup¬ 
plies the forces necessary to change flight 
attitudes in conventional aircraft. Elevators 
and rudder are normally designed as part 
of the tail assembly (empennage). The 
former control vertical motions of the plane 
(climb or descent), and the rudder provides 
directional control (yaw) as in a surface 
ship. Ailerons are opposite-acting trailing- 
edge flaps mounted near wing tips. They 
control the Literal attitude (roll) of the air¬ 
craft Inboard trailing-edge flaps lowered 
synchronously greatly increase lift and drag 
and are used principally to assist takeoff 
and to reduce speed in landing. 

Air speed for a given flight path and 
control configuration is a function of thrust 
and is controlled by engine-throttle setting. 
Maximum available thrust is usually ap¬ 
plied during takeoff and climb but is re¬ 
duced in free flight as drag decreases. 
Reverse thrust, developed either by chang¬ 


ing propeller-blade pitch from positive to 
negative angles or by introducing revers¬ 
ing vanes into jet-engine discharge nozzles, 
is used to retard speed on the ground and 
to shorten roll distance (in conjunction with 
wheel brakes) after touchdown. For air¬ 
planes that land at very high speeds, small 
parachutes are sometimes deployed from 
the tail of the fuselage after landing to as¬ 
sist in shortening the roll-out. 

The pilot's basic equipment (which 
evolved very early and is still in use in small 
civilian airplanes and in most single-seat 
military fighters) consists of a control le¬ 
ver, called a stick, and rudder bar (or ped¬ 
als) for flight control and ignition switch 
and throttle for engine control. Fore-and- 
aft movement of the stick moves elevators 
up or down to change pitch attitude. Lat¬ 
eral stick movements change aileron posi- 
tioas to produce roll. The stick Ls mounted 
on a so-called universal-type joint so that 
intermediate angular positions provide the 
coordinated pitch and roll control neces¬ 
sary to make properly banked turns. In 
larger airplanes (military or civilian types), 
a handwheel mounted on a movable col¬ 
umn (or yoke) replaces the simple stick. 
Fore-and-aft motion of the column activates 
elevators as before; rotation ot the wheel 
controls roll. Foot pedals connected to the 
rudder provide directional control in the 
air. They may also be interconnected with 
a steerable nose (or tail) wheel and with 
wheel brakes to assist in manoeuv ring on 
the ground 

Most nonconventional aiicraf t (except 
true helicopters) also employ aerodynamic 
controls of this character. True helicopters 
obtain their lift, propulsion, stability, and 
control from the manipulation of blade 
angles and tilt of their rotor systems. The 
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general appearance and arrangement of the 
pilot's cockpit is similar to that of a con¬ 
ventional airplane of comparable size. 
Manipulation of the controls, however, is 
quite different and requires special train¬ 
ing. 

As aircraft grew in size, control prin¬ 
ciples remained the same, but the forces 
necessary to manipulate them soon ex¬ 
ceeded the'average pilot's physical capa- i 
bilities. This situation necessitated the use 
of some sort of hydraulic or electric servo 
mechanism to multiply the pilot's effort. 
This system is inserted between the pilot's 
control movements and the aerodynamic 
control surfaces and operates in a way simi¬ 
lar to automobile power steering and power 
brakes. An electronic feedback mechanism 
is provided to give the pilot the "feel" of I 
flight (i c., to give the pilot an immediate | 
sense of aircraft response to his intentions), i 

I 

Aerodynamic principles j 

A stream of air blowing squarely j 
against a flat plate exerts a dynamic pres- i 
sure on the plate more or less proportional j 
to its velocity. The faster the wind, the i 
higher the pressure. This phenomenon may 
be easily demonstrated by holding a hand 
out of the window of a moving automo- j 
bile. By inclining the hand with respect to 
the wind, upward or downward forces are 
experienced, roughly proportional to the 
angle of inclination and the speed of the 
vehicle. 

Flat plates (or human hands) are poor j 
aerodynamic shapes. They are not stream¬ 
lined; that is, air does not flow smoothly 
around them. Because of this, irregular 
pressures and vortices (eddies) create a 
turbulent region behind them, which ab¬ 
sorbs considerable energy and results in 
high resistance, or drag. Also, the vertical 
reactions (lift) are irregular, unstable, and 
relatively small. The ratio of lift to drag is 
low. 

Lift can be improved by putting a small 
degree of curvature in a thin, flat plate 
presented edgewise to the wind. The flow 
of air at small inclinations becomes 
smoother. Up to a certain angle of attack, 


the turbulence is small, the lift increases, 
and the lift-to-drag ratio improves. Beyond 
the critical angle, however, die smooth flow 
breaks down, and the lift-to-drag ratio 
deteriorates rapidly. 

In considering composite aerody¬ 
namic bodies (e.g., an airplane with body, 
wings, tail surfaces, and other protuber¬ 
ances), drag comes, first, from the friction 
arising from motion through the air and 
the resulting turbulence and, second, from 
the horizontal component of the lifting 
force developed by the wmg. Total drag is 
the sum of the two. 

Aerodynamic research in wind tun¬ 
nels early indicated that, by rounding and 
thickening the forward third of a curved 
plate and providing a smooth, curved 
taper to a sharp rear (trailing) edge, hit 
goes up and drag goes down The lift-to- 
drag ratio is considerably increased. Such 
shapes are called airfoils. Many thousands 
of variations in thickness and in contour 
have been tested and the changes in lift 
and drag with angle of attack recorded. 
These tabulations provide the design data 
for airplane wings, propeller blades, heli¬ 
copter rotor blades, and other streamlined 
bodies. There is no one best shape for all 
conditions. Each application requires de¬ 
tailed analysis to select the optimum shape 
to produce the desired aerodynamic per¬ 
formance. 

It was first assumed that lift results 
from direct air pressure against the 
undersurface of a wing, as with kites, for 
this reason, fabric covering was applied to 
the lower wing surface only leaving the 
structural framing exposed on top. Re¬ 
search soon revealed, however; that ap¬ 
proximately two-thirds of the upward 
reaction comes from negative air pressure 
(suction) over the top of a wing and about 
one-third from the undersurface. Simple 
covering over the top surfaces greatly 
i improved flight efficiency. Monoplanes 
have been almost universally adopted over 
multiplane configurations (i.e., biplanes, 
j tnplanes, etc.) because airflow interference 
j between adjacent planes reduces overall 
efficiency. 

The planform of airfoils as aircraft 


wings also affects their overall characteris¬ 
tics. The pressure distribution with respect 
to span (length of wing) varies with aspect 
ratio, defined as the ratio of the span to the 
chord, the chord being the length of a 
straight line drawn from the leading to 
the trailing edge. The pressure distribu¬ 
tion also varies with wing taper, with tip 
shape, and from interference effects be¬ 
tween wing and fuselage or from other 
protuberances or attachments. There are 
! many variables and many variations. 

‘ Generally speaking, short-span, very ta- 
j pered, low aspect-ratio (4-5 to 1) wings 
j are associated with last, highly 
; manoeuvrable aircraft; long-span, high 
' aspect ratios of 12-15 to 1 appear in long- 
range, relatively slow, high-altitude craft 
| and in very efficient sailplanes. 

Most airfoils ot interest to aircraft de- 
, signers arc inherently unstable lure and alt; 
i i.e, in pitch The resultant upward pres- 
> surcs at normal angles of attack act as a 
| centre of lift somewhat behind the centre 
; of gravity of the section. Because these 
| forces are offset train the centre of gravity, 
j a negative moment (turning effect) is pro- 
| duced and tends to force the nose of the 
aircraft down. To compensate, a stabiliz¬ 
ing force must be applied somewhere to 
create an equal and opposite moment 
Canard (duck-like) configurations with 
j a small lifting surface forward of the wing 
! have been tried, but the normal arrange- 
I mt-nt is to provide a small horizontal sur- 
! face (stabilizer) well aft of the main wing 
i system (i at the tail of the aircraft) de¬ 
signed so that its lift reaction is down¬ 
ward to counteract the negative pitching 
moment of the wing. Pitch control is ob¬ 
tained by means of movable flaps (eleva¬ 
tors) hinged to the trailing edge of the 
stabilizer. 

Tailless designs have been tried in 
an attempt to reduce overall drag, but 
they have never been widely adopted. It 
is possible to compensate for the nega¬ 
tive-pitching characteristic by altering 
wing planform (such as by twist or 
greatly increased sweepbacic), but the 
overall disadvantages generally out¬ 
weigh the improvement. 
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CAREER 

Career in Law 


Qualification $ in law offer attractive j 
career avenues today judiciary has a 'very 
important role to play in India, which has 
further increased the importance of legal 
education Traditionally, education in law 
has been considered a prestigious profes- j 
sional qualification alongwitli medical sci- I 
encc and engineering education in \ 
management science is the latest edition to \ 
this list Legal education offers varied open - j 
mgs a nd gone are the days when a law gradu - ! 
ate could only go in for legal practice or be 1 
a judge by joining judicial services. • 

j 

Prospects ; 

LL.B. (Bachelor oi Law) is the basic \ 
degree in legal education and offers many i 
openings. 1 ,egal practice is one of the most I 
common one. A law graduate, after coni j 
pleting LL.B. can get himself/herself en- j 
listed in the locai/State/Central Bar | 
Council to start private practice. In ab- j 
sence of any practical and procedural ! 
training offered by most of the universi- i 
ties, the lawyers have to lirst get a little j 
bit of experience in consultation with \ 
some senior advocate before starting the 1 
work independently. Depending upon the 1 
aptitude and specialisation, one could 
start practicing in civil or rriminai cases, i 
or even both. Several law graduates pre- j 
fer to specialise in only one of the above ! 
aspects. Today, die n umber of lawyers who 
specialise and practice in tax laws includ¬ 
ing the income tax, wealth tax and com¬ 
mercial law is increasing. Professionals J 
dealing exclusively with the labour laws j 
are also on the rise. Another dimension 
added to the conventional legal practice 
is setting up of legal firms/companies or 
even consultancies. There are several le¬ 
gal consultancies today which specialise 


in the matters like patents, trademarks, 
sales tax or even foreign exchange. The 
number ol such consultancies and the 
services offered by them are increasing 
rapidly in the metropolitan and industrial 
cities. 

Another opening in legal profession 
is the service with the Government or 
corporate sector. State judicial services is 
one avenue to which recruitment is made 
by way ot a competitive examination con- j 
ducted by the State Public Service Com- j 
missions. Minimum academic j 
qualification is a degree in law and the ; 
selected candidates arc appointed as Sub- ! 
Judge or Munsif. Such candidates may rise ; 
to the levels of Chief Judicial Magistrate, j 
District and Sessions Judge or even as j 
Judge of the High Court, depending upon I 
the seniority and vacancies. Even after | 
practising as a lawyer for a specified num- j 
ber of years, one can directly be appointed j 
as a Additional District and Sessions Judge | 
or even a Tudge in the High Court, pro¬ 
vided that in the opinion of the Gover¬ 
nor /President, the candidate is considered 
to be suitable to hold such position. 

In addition, Government sector also 
provides job opportunities to the law 
graduates as Public Prosecutors, Solicitors, 
Deputy / Additional Advocate Generals or 
even Advocate Generals. Most of the State 
governments hold the competitive exami¬ 
nation for selection of tire Public Prosecu¬ 
tors/ District Attorneys. At times, it is also 
held along with the Judicial Service Ex¬ 
amination. However, the Advocate Gen¬ 
erals are appointed by the Governor of 
the State. In addition, the Government also 
needs certain Law Officers, Legal Assis¬ 
tants and Legal Advisers in many depart¬ 
ments. Labour Officers in the Labour 
Departments of the State Governments are 


also law graduates with specialisation in 
labour laws. Recruitment to all posts is 
made through the Public Service Commis¬ 
sions and in some cases where recruitment 
is done regularly and the number of can¬ 
didates is large, a competitive examina¬ 
tion is organised. 

Various Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs), both in the States as well as at the 
Centre, need several Law Officers, Legal 
Assistants and even Managers (I * gal Ser¬ 
vices). Law graduates with specialisation 
in labour laws or company laws are pre¬ 
ferred in such cases. Law graduates are 
also required by the JAG (Judge Advocate 
General) Branch of Army Headquarters for 
handling the legal matters, Court Martials 
etc. Law professionals in this case are se¬ 
lected as Commissioned Officers in the 
regular ranks. But they have to undergo 
Services Selection Board (SSB) interview 
for judging their suitability for service in 
the Armed Forces. The SSB interview is a 
comprehensive test of one's personality in 
t which leadership traits of the person con* 
| cerned are judged. 

One of the latest and most lucrative 
career option is offered to the Law Profes¬ 
sionals by the recent boom in trade and 
industry. The corporate sector is fraughl 
with many legal hitches, offered by the 
environment, government competitors as 
well as other institutional factors. Hence, 
legal management, which was hithertc 
considered part of Personnel Management, 
has emerged as an independent manage¬ 
rial functions and most of the forward 
looking companies now have their inde¬ 
pendent legal departments, usually 
headed by a Vice-President or a Genera, 
Manager. With the policy of liberalisatior 
and globalisation of Indian economy, th< 
Corporate sector is expected to face mud 
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norc legal complexities which would in- 
rease the demand for legal professionals 
nanitold. Even the big multi-national 
orporations coming to India have to de- i 
>end heavily on their legal department j 
or various clearances, forex matters and | 
abour laws. ! 

Teaching is yet another option. Law 
graduates with good percentage and a good 
iptitude and taste for teaching, may also go j 
n for LL.M (Postgraduations) or even D.L. j 
)r LL.D (Doctorate). The teaching job can be j 
aken up in any University or Institute offer- i 
ng law course's to students. 

I 

Academic Study 

l 

Conventionally, I .LB study is taken 
jp after doing graduation in any stream. 
The three years LL.B course, after gradu- 
ition, enables a candidate to become a law 
professional. Hence the Bar Council of In- 
lia has now decided to introduce a five- 
,'ear integrated law programme after 10 + 
l level. After completion of this 
programme, a candidate would be 
warded a degree of LL.B. Many Univer- 
lities/lnstitutions in India have already 
.witched over to this new system. Among 
hose are: Mohan Lai Sukhadia Univer- 
»ity, Udaipur, Kerala University, Osmania 
University, Calcutta University, Madurai 
Kamraj University, Symbosis Society's I aw 
College at Pune, Guru Nanak Dev Uni¬ 
versity Amritsar, M.D. University Kohtak, 
Calicut University, Pondicherry University, 
Andhra University, Shivaji University 
Kolhapur, Nagpur University and Jodh¬ 
pur University. 

The admission procedure and rules 
adopted by various Universities are dif¬ 
ferent. Some of the universities have also 
started the method of having an entrance 
examination for LL.B Courses, but this 
practice is not very common. The mini¬ 
mum requirement of marks at the 10 + 2/ 
graduation level is also different. 

One of the most prestigious degrees 
in law is given by the National Law School 
Bangalore, sponsored by the Bar Council 
af India. It is a five-year integrated 


programme taken up after 10 + 2 level. 
The admission is granted on the basis of 
an entrance test. To be eligible, a candi¬ 
date must have secured at least 50 per cent 
marks in any discipline at 10 + 2 level and 
should not be more than 20 years of age. 
National Law School (NLS) has a few 
examination centres for entrance exami¬ 
nation at places like Delhi, Calcutta, Ban¬ 
galore and Pune. The entrance 
examination is objective type in nature and 
is only in English medium. The questions 
invariably cover the areas like Reasoning, 
General Awareness, Numerical Aptitude, 
Legal Aptitude and. Preliminary Political 
Science. 

NLS offers one of the best LL.B de¬ 
grees in the country. Even post graduate 
courses are offered at the School. Teach¬ 
ing is not restricted to the conventional 
; class-room methods only and adopts in- 
j novative ways to make the study of law 
j more practical and interesting. Methods 
! like case studies, mock court procedures 
! and mock trials are resorted to with a view 
' to make the understanding easy and ob- 
j serving. Most of the law graduates of NLS, 
who wish to take up salaried jobs, are ] 
j picked up by many private concerns by 
i way of campus interviews. Even those 
j who decide to go in for Government jobs 
| or private practice, have been doing ex- 
! ceptionally well 

The aspiring candidates must prepare 
l w’ell on the aspects like General Aware- 
i ness, Reasoning, Numerical Aptitude and 
basic knowledge of Political Science and 
Indian Polity. All the above information is 
available in plenty in "The Competition 
Master" month after month. Aspirants are 
I advised to start early and continue to be 
i in touch even after their selection, partial- 
j larly if they wish to go in for competitive 
! examinations after the LL.B. 

In addition to LL.B degree, many 
universities and institutes also offer other 
diploma courses in several disciplines of 
j law', including Administrative Law, Inter- 
j national Law 1 , Labour Laws, Tax Laws and 
! Corporate Laws. These diplomas may be 
j useful in specialising in any one of the 


above aspects, particularly for MBAs, 
Chartered Accountants, Company Secre¬ 
taries and other such professionals. A 
graduate degree in law with any of the 
above professional degrees is of great ad¬ 
vantage, particularly when seeking a good 
job in the corporate sector, 

There are many universities which 
offer law’ degrees by correspondence or 
open education system. Normally such 
degrees are called BGL (Bachelor of Gen¬ 
eral Laws), BAL (Bachelor of Academic 
! Law) or even LL.B (Academic). Annamalai 
University, Madurai Kamraj University, 
Kurukshetra University and Jammu Uni¬ 
versity an* some of the universities offer¬ 
ing such law degrees. But this must be 
understood clearly that such degrees do 
not entitle anyone to practice in any court 
: of law and such law graduates may be 
j eligible for doing legal and related work 
in the corporate sector only. 

The opportunities available to law 
graduates are ample and a person with 
such a degree can straightaway go in for 
legal practice or seek a Government or 
Corporate job. After an initial struggle for 
a few' years, during which time the law¬ 
yers try to understand the procedural and 
practical aspects, private practice becomes 
highly paying and one can choose the 
courts at Sub-Division/Taluka/Tehsil 
Level, District Level, State Level or even 
at the Central Level (Supreme Court). But, 
one thing must be kept in mind. One has 
to have a certain type of aptitude to be 
successful in legal profession. The candi¬ 
dates willing to do well must cultivate the 
required aptitude. Such an aptitude in¬ 
cludes good communication skills—both 
written as well as oral—good listening and 
understanding capability, regular reading 
and having general awareness of happen¬ 
ings in the country as well as around the 
world. The technological development has 
also influenced the legal profession where 
computers have made deep inroads in a 
big way and in the years to come, com¬ 
puters will be increasingly used in legal 
profession. Hence, a good knack of the 
handling computers is also a must. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Privatisation of Public Sector I 

Q. Privatisation of the Public Sec- j 
tor is the only solution for speeding up ' 
India's economic growth. Give two ar- | 
guments in favour and two arguments ! 
against the statement. 

Argument in favour of the statement 

1. Gone are the days when ' 
nationalisation was thought to be the only ! 
panacea lor all our socio-economic ills Willi , 
thousands of crores stuck up in the mire of , 
mismanagement, inefficiency and corruption, • 
the crying need of the hour is that sooner, • 
rather than later, India should go in lot ' 
privatisation ol its public sector Then* are no \ 
two opinions on the hard fact that most of : 
the public sector units have been in the red 
for long and adreadtuldrainon thenational j 
exchequer. 

2 It some right thinking people feel 
that privatisation of India's public sector 
is the only solution to accelerate its eco- : 
nomic growth, they should not be dis- i 
missed with sneers and snides. Once the 
governments, both at the Centre as well as . 
in the States, wash their hands off the re¬ 
curring losses in the public sector and go j 
the whole hog for privatisation, the enor- i 
mous funds thus released could be used ; 
for more profitable purposes. With more 
money available, the governments can in¬ 
vest them in the infrastructure sectors like 
transport, tele-communications, technical ' 
education and the like. Besides, enough ] 
funds can be pumped into employment ! 
generating schemes for the poor in the 
rural as well as urban areas. With heifer j 
management and marketing in private j 
hands, the public sector units can give j 
the much needed boost to India's eco- i 
nomic growth. i 


Arguments against the statement 

1. The advocates of privatisation of 
thepublic sector should notbe guided only 
by the glitter of market economy but look 
to the fate of such a course of action fol¬ 
lowed in other socialist countries. There 
the public sector units, handed over to pri¬ 
vate entrepreneurs in the flush of moment, 
have almost gone bankrupt now, threaten¬ 
ing large-scale unemployment and social 
unrest. Il nationalisation was not the magic 
wand, e\en privatisation of public sector 
is no incantation, the singing of which can 
bring about rapid economic growth. The 
remedy may prove worse than the disease 
Prudence rather than panic should make 
us sit up to analyse the causes that have 
brought ridicule to the concept of public 
sector in the service of the people. Public 
sector without too much of 
bureaucratisation and political interfer¬ 
ence can still deliver the goods and help 
in speeding up India's economic growth 
along with realising the goal of economic 
equality and independence for the 

masses. 

2. In order to set the things right, pub¬ 
lic sector units should be made autono¬ 
mous with exports and specialists manning 
ditterent departments After making some 
fundamental changes and innov ations, the 
principle ot accountability', for all acts of 
omission and commission, should he 
strictly enforced without fear or favour 
There is no short cut to economic growth, 
and the least of all is the privatisation ol 
India's public sector as is being cried and 
c lamoured now. 

One World Government 

Q. Suppose there is only one gov¬ 
ernment all over the world. Give at least 


| three consequences if such a thing hap- 
| pens. 

i Ans. Having suffered the agony and 
| anguish that armed conflicts between war- 
j ring nations bring in their train, the estab- 
| lishment ot only one government all over 
1 the world has been the ideal of all man¬ 
kind since ages The dream, most cherished 
! and chased, both by the victors as well as 
| the vanquished, has been the elimination 
: of ail wars, big and small, coeicinns and 
: confrontations. If the formation of a World 
j (iovemment becomes a ringing reality, the 
i consequences ot such a development can- 
| not but be pleasant and productive in ev- 
j cry walk of life. 

The face of present-day world, infected 
with fear, jealousy and economic inequali- 
j ties, would change lor the better. Disputes, 
’ instead of being settled in the battle-field, 
would be resolved across the negotiating 
table and all decisions taken after due de- 
j liberations by tire feuding factions, would 
| be enforced in letter and spirit by the World 
j Government Instead of blood, goodwill 
■ among number-States of the World Gov- 
j eminent w'ould flow from one end to the 
1 other 

! The goal of disarmament, that has 
1 eluded a comprehensive compromise 
j among nations, especially the developed 
1 ones, would be achieved without much 
S polemics and piffle. Wjtlr sufficient finances 
| becoming available as a result of signifi- 
I cant reduction in wasteful expenditure on 
j arms, ammunition, armed iorres and the 
j like, the problems of hunger, disease, illit- 
; eracy, terrorism, drug trafficking etc, afflict- 
i mg a vast majority of man-kind, would be 
i effectively and expeditiously looked after 
j and tackled. 

Movement of people of all hues and 
nationalities from one coimtrv to the othei 


JUNE :96 COMPETITION MASTER BS« 



without visas, passports and unnecessary 
hasscls, would bring them nearer to one 
another. Thus, the gospel "Brotherhood of 
man and Fatherhood of God" as preached 
and practised by the saints and sages, sav- ; 
iours and scholars, pacifists and prophets, j 
would become a roaring reality. With the ! 
dawn of 'One World Government', an era 
of hope and hilarity, trust and transpar¬ 
ency would usher in with a bang and bless- , 

ing- I 

I 

i 

Eradication of poverty from India 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
for eradication of poverty from India. 
Explain how each of the measures sug- j 
gested by you will be effective. 

Ans. Poverty in India is not a fiction 
but a fearful fact of life. The ugly face of 
poverty continues to haunt and harry those 
who are never tired of projecting them¬ 
selves as the most firm friends of the de¬ 
prived and dispossessed and the relentless 
fighters against poverty. Notwithstanding 
the pompous display of plans, policies and 
programmes to alleviate, rather eradicate 
poverty from India, the scourge like a scar 
remains firmly conspicuous by its presence. 
The following measures, if taken with full 
solemnity and seriousness can still retrieve 
the sordid situation and help eradicate 
poverty from India in stages, if not at one 
go. 

Whatever our political or religious 
leanings may be, there is no denying the 
fact that population and poverty compli¬ 
ment as well as supplement each other in 
the most telling manner. The perpetua¬ 
tion of poverty in India is the direct fall¬ 
out of its burgeoning population. Unless 
some hard and realistic steps are taken 
to curb the growing menace of numbers, 
most of the poverty-alleviation 
programmes would come to naught. 
Therefore, the need of the hour is to at¬ 
tack the problems of poverty and popu¬ 
lation simultaneously by accelerating 
economic growth and development, 
universalisation of education and if need 
be, by imposing the limit of children each 
family can have. There are no soft op¬ 


tions on the population front. 

Various anti-poverty programmes that 
have been in operation for some years now, 
need a thorough review and revision be¬ 
cause they seem to have failed to produce 
the desired results. Instead of doling out 
money to the poor as one time assistance, 
conditions for selt-emplovmcnt for those 
who are landless, jobless and helpless 
should be given priority. The progress of 
all such schemes, as arc aimed to eradicate 
poverty, should be monitored from the 
Panchayat level to the national level. The 
opening of vocational schools, technical 
institutes and the like should be given j 
preference so that-local talent and man- 1 
power could be brought within their ; 
sphere and made able to earn their live¬ 
lihood by pursuing some useful art, craft | 
or trade. 

Agrarian or land reforms that have ) 
defied implementation, should be carried ! 
out vigorously and the surplus land dis- i 
tributed among the poor and fire land- j 
less. All development works at the 
village or slum levels should be handed 
over to the Panchayats or other elected 
bodies. Policy of prohibition should be 
| introduced with care, caution and con¬ 
sideration, both for the affected as well 
as the State exchequer 

Critical review of Indian 
Constitution 

Q. Some people feel that there is an 
urgent need to critically review the Con- 
i stitution of India so as to make it an 
| efficient instrument for providing de- 
i mocracy and social and economic 
equality. Explain and substantiate 
your views by giving indications of 
specific modifications you will like to 
bring about. 

Ans. Having made more than seventy 
amendments during the past forty years 
■ or so, the time has come to have a close 
look at the Indian Constitution and con¬ 
sider the need to critically review, revise or 
even rewrite it to realise the goals of real 
democracy, socio-economic equality and 
social justice. With the democratic founda¬ 


tions still fragile, social fabric being torn 
and politics getting highly commercialised 
and criminalised, there is hardly any alibi 
left now of not undertaking an intense and 
thorough scrutiny of the Constitution. The 
time to have piece-meal or patch-work 
| operation is over because a I the moment 
; we have reached such a pass as does not 
allow us to shut our eyes to the all round 
1 drift and decay that the Indian polity has 
1 developed. Some of the following modifi- 
| cations could be considered for incorpora¬ 
tion in the Constitution to make it an 
instrument of real democracy and socio¬ 
economic equality. 

Before each election, either to the 
State assembly or the Lok Sabha, the 
formation of a neutral care-taker govern¬ 
ment, at least one month before such 
election, should be provided for It the 
experts feel that Presidential form o' 
government is more suitable to Indian 
conditions, this possibility or change¬ 
over should also be given a serious 
thought. The grass-roots level institu¬ 
tions, like Panchayats, Block Samitis, 
Nagar Palikas, etc should be vested 
with enough funds and powers to 
j carry out their responsibilities inde- 
| pendentlv. 

j The right to work or employment 
j should he included in the list of rights 
j already existing in the Constitution. 

I Since a majority ol our people only fight 
j for their rights, a few basic duties should 
j also be lagged with the rights Social 
I service in some form should be made 
obligatory for all able-bodied men and 
women, so that they can have a partici¬ 
patory role to play in national reconstruc- 1 
tion. 

Land reforms should be taken out 
of the purview of courts so that surplus 
land is distributed among the landless. 
Since the policy of reserva tion has served 
only a limited purpose, it should be re¬ 
placed with some more positive and 
purposeful policy in consultation with 
enlightened public men and sociologists. 
Politicians with tainted or tarnished im¬ 
age should be debarred to contest elec¬ 
tions. 
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ELECTIONS 
Nation goes to the polls 

T fdF first phase of polling was held on 
“\pril 27, 1996 for 150 Parliamentary 
seats and 532 Assembly seats. In a largely 
subdued and peaceful election, some stray 
incidences of violence were reported which 
necessitated repolling in 246 stations in 
Andhra Pradesh, Assam and Haryana. 

In the second phase on May 2, voting 
was held for 202 Lok Sabha seats. There 
was a turnout of about 50 per cent in the 
hill region of Uttar Pradesh, where the 
activists called for a boycott of elections. 
Besides mild incidences of violence in 
Andhra Pradesh, polling in Bihar wit¬ 
nessed its usual characteristic booth cap¬ 
turing, snatching of ballot papers and 
violent incidences, which claimed eight 
lives. Except tor Lakshadweep, where a 
record 87 per cent of the total 34,111 elec¬ 
torate exercised their franchise, the voting 
m general maintained its usual level of 
50-65 per cent A sizeable section of the 
voters were denied voting right as their 
name did not figure in the voter's list 
despite the fact that most of them carried 
the Voter's Identity Card. 

The third phase was held on May 7 
i arge scale violence was reported in parts 
of Bihar. 

[Av complete detail and analysis see 
Cover Story on Page 9381 


SCANDALS 

Chandraswami Arrested 

A FTER the issue of non-bailable war¬ 
rants on May 2,1996, against the self- 
styled godman Chandraswami and his 
dose associate Kailash Nath Aggarwaf 
alias Mamaji, the CB1 arrested the two from 
a hotel in Madras. The arrest of the two 
came in the wake of a chargesheet filed by 
the CB1 on April 12, 1996, for allegedly 
duping Lakhubhai Pathak, a non-resident 
Indian businessman, of $ 1,00,000, in 1983, 


BuH Redwrge to the Bert ef ftl* 

Political scene in the country was hot. AH slgnala Indicated a coalition govern* 
merit. Amidst such a scenario capital market activity took a bread) away, One could 
hardly believe that during the period of most indecialve election in the country, Sensex, 
e barometer ol Indian capital market, would room. Reading at 3129 on the New Year 
day, the Sensex crossed die psychological barrier of 3600 and touched 3870 in April 
end. This was despite die fact that Indian market Is vary sensitive tb political factors 
and had defied even die fundamentals of economy many a times. Election time has 
been merry time for Bears, but this time there was a Bull recharge. The end of Bear 
phase was evident but no one believed that it will coma even before the start of 
polling. 

Foreign institutional Investors (Fits) were the ones behind this unexpected change. 
Sudden influx ot their buying gave a big push. They were not attaching too much 
irrportance to general elections as the leaders of major political parties had promised 
during their various meetings with the business community further liberalisation, dis¬ 
mantle of the licence raj and a friendly policy towards the multinationals. Congress, 
as well as the BJP, promised not to prohibit entry of MNCs. The share market was low 
and the Fils felt that this wa6 the right time to invest 

The recent investment by Fils was so substantial that It even resulted in an, 
upward revision of India's rating by an international rating agency, Morgan Stanley 
Capital International. 

It has been observed by experts that major funds are coming from U.S. investors 
who. find Indian market under priced. Even due to buoyant conditions in the British 
market Fils are flush with funds and they are also keen to divert a part of their excess 
liquidity to emerging Indian market To the International investors the future in Indian 
stock market looks blight and no one wants to. be left out and miss 'the train. A point 
to be noted is that the surge in Sensex was due to business in selected few blue-chip 
scrips only. The Bull phase is yet to catch the majority ot scrips. Viewing the fact that 
Fils can acquire at the most 24 per cent of shares of a company only, the scope is 
wide open. It the investments continue very soon one can expect other scrips also 
seeing a Bull charge. At present there are about 360 Fils operating as against 280 in 
January 1995 Retail investors have also become enthusiastic and have joined the 
race, notwithstanding their traditional conservative outlook at such uncertain times. 

The gallop oi market is also due to dilution in liquidity crises in the economy. 
RBI's slack season policy released about Rs 5000 crore in the economy. Thus, markets 
strongly influenced by liquidity crises revived. Analysts say technically the market is 
strong and expeerthe rally to continue. 


with a promise to use their influence in 
the Indian Government for the award of 
business contracts. 

The duo have been charged under 
Section 420 (cheating) and 120-B (con¬ 
spiracy) of II’C. They had been earlier 
arres .ed on January 13, 1%8, but subse¬ 
quently they were granted bail and even 
allowed to go abroad from time to time. 

On April 25,1996, for the first time, a 


penalty of Rs 2.5 lakhs was imposed on 
Chandraswami in a case related to 
unauthorised acquisition of foreign ex¬ 
change outside India. He was charged 
under the Foreign Exchange Regulation 
Act (FERA). At present as many as 12 
cases of FERA violation by Chandraswami 
are under various stages of investigations. 

Earlier, on March 25, 19%, express¬ 
ing its dissatisfaction with the progress 
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made by CB1 in probing various charges 
against Chandraswami, the Supreme 
Court took over the day-to-day monitor¬ 
ing of the CBI's investigation of the cases 
against him. The cases include criminal 
association with underworld dons 
Dawood Ibrahim and Babloo Snvastava, 
the St Kittis forgery case and violations of 
FERA and Income Tax rules. 


HOUSING SCAM: Sheila Kaul 
Forced to Resign 

K MACHAL Pradesh Governor Sheila 
laul came under a cloud when in¬ 
vestigation by the CB1 showed that she 
had doled out favours to her kin and 
friends during her tenure as Urban De¬ 
velopment Minister. TheCBI arrested two 
private secretaries of Kaul and the per¬ 
sonal secretary of the Minister of State for 
Urban Development P.K. Thungon. The 
arrests were made in connection with the 
irregular allotment of government houses, 
which the Supreme Court had directed 
CB1 to probe in its order of February 29, 
1996. The examination of the files by CBI 
revealed direct involvement of Kaul and 
Thungon 

With the alleged involvement of 
Kaul, the issue of immunity provided to 
the Governor under Article 361 came into 
prominence. The Court, in one of its sharp¬ 
est pronouncements, observed that the 
immunity would pertain only to the 
Governor's gubernatorial duties and sug¬ 
gested that she should step down to main¬ 
tain the dignity of her office. However, 
she did not. 

Taking note of the observations made 
by Supreme Court on Kaul's involvement 
in the scam and her apparent reluctance 
to step down, the President made no in¬ 
hibition of his view-point by expressing 
that 'she must go without further ado'. 
After four days of her being implicated in 
the housing scam, Kaul resigned on April 
21,19%, after remaining in office for little 


i over 5 months. 

j HAWALA: More politicians are 
j charge-sheeted 

T HE multi-crore hawala scam, which 
surfaced into prominence on February 
! 22, 1996, brought further casualties. Kc- 
| porting on the status of the investigations 
i by the CBI, on April 9,1996, the Solicitor 
j General informed the Supreme Court that 
! investigations against three more persons 
had been completed. The next day the CBI 
filed a chargesheef against the former 
Union Minister of State for Shipping and 
Transport, Mr Chand Ram, for allegedly 
receiving Rs 70,000 from the Jain brothers 
when he was a member of Parliament in 
1991. 

On May 1,1996, the CBI disclosed that 
the chargesheets against the Governors of 


RBI cuts CRR by 1 per cent 

On April 3, 1996 the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reduced the Cash Reserve 
Ratio (CRR) by one per cent, from 14 to 13 per cent, brought down the CRR on NRE 
accounts from 10 per cent to zero, freed NRE deposit rate for over two years, and 
rationalised export refinance facility. These measures were part of the monetary policy 
for the firs! half of the year 1996*97. 

RBI Governor C. Rangarajan termed 1995*96 as an “unusual year in monetary 
experience” since it saw exchange rate volatility and a severe credit crunch. The 
measures announced would be favourable for tire banks’ profitability. 

The central objective of RBI’s planning was price stability which fell to about 5% 
this year. It would also support productive activity by Increasing lendable resources 
of banks but would not affect exchange rate or price stability. 

The measures for 1967-97 include: 

■ Reduction in the CRR from-14 per cent to 13 per cent. This reduction of one per 
cent, to be activated in two phases, would augment the lendable resources of 
banks by about Rs 3,600 crore. 

■ ■ Reduction of SLR on Non-Resident External (NRE) rupee deposits from 30 per 
cent to 25 per cent. 

■ Freeing interest rates on NRE term deposits of over two years. At present It is 
subject to ceiling of 12 per cent per annum. 

■ Enabling scheduled commercial banks to provide export credit refinance to the 

extent of 45 per cent of the total outstanding export credit eligibility for refinance 
as on February 16,1996. , 

■ Allowing Corporates to, invest in money market mutual fund. ' 

■ Allowing Banks to tlx their own aggregate gap limit in forex deala with specific 
RBI approval. 

■ Allowing select banks to carry out cross-currency transactions in overseas mar¬ 
kets. 


Uttar Pradesh and Kerala were also com¬ 
pleted. Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Mr 
Mptilai 'Wsra, and of Kerala, Mr P. Shiv 
Shankar, submitted their resignations. 

The Jain brothers were charged un- 
i der FF.R A by the Enforcement Directorate 
j on April 30,1996 The Jain brothers alleg- 
j edly sold $ 23.15 million and 90,000 pound 
sterling which had contravened Section 
j 8(1) of the FF.R A. 

| JMM BRIBERY SCANDAL: 

| Bhaskara Rao’s Affidavits 

T HE allegation, that four MPs of 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) had 
received a huge amount of money in 1993 
1 to vote against the no-confidence motion 
j faced by Rao Government, took a new turn 
! when on April 12, 1996 the Rashtriya 
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Mukti Morcha (RMM) submitted that the 
amount of money deposited in the account 
of four JMM MPs' was Rs 3.32 crores and 
not Rs 30 lakhs as stated earlier. It also 
gave detailed references relating to the 
opening of account and depositing of the 
money to the four JMM MPs. 

In yet another revelation on April 24, 
H96, Mr Bhaskara Rao, an Andhra 
Pradesh-based businessman and a key ! 
player in the bribery scandal, informed | 
the court that he had received Rs 3.5 crorc j 
from Chandraswami. He said he gave it j 
to JMM MP Simon Marandi to defeat the j 
no-confidence motion. Mr Bhaskara Rao, j 
who claims to be a confident of Prime j 
Minister Rao and his sons, also gave chro- j 
nological details about the bribery episode. ; 

On May 1, 19% Bhaskara Rao in- j 
formed the Delhi High Court that Rs 17 : 
crore had been paid by the Congress to j 
bail out the Government. The recent dis- j 
closure states that on the Prime Minister's | 
instructions, Rs 20.5 crore was paid by the j 
stock broker Harshad Mehta and hawala j 
dealer b.K. Jam to Chandraswami as the | 
price of defection j 


GOVERNMENT HOUSING 
Court orders rent arrears 
recovery 

0 |N April 25,1996 the Supreme Court 
came down heavily on the Cabinet 
Committee for Accommodations (CCA) 
for its arbitrarily waiving arrears of rent 
to the tune of Rs 1 crore due from 58 
political persons and bureaucrats who 
overstayed in government houses. The 
Supreme Court observed that the decision 
of CCA to wave of arrears was ad hoc. 
The issue of the powers of CCA, which 
comprises of three cabinet ministers, also 
came before the court. The apex court 
pulled up the government for adopting 
double standards in allotting bungalows. 
Among those who benefited from the 
waiver are election commissioner G.V.G. 


Krishnamurthy, former Union Minister 
H.K.L. Bhagat, commerce secretary 
Tejinder Khanna and many other emi¬ 
nent people. In its orders the Supreme 
Court asked the Directorate of Estate to 
issue notices to the beneficiaries for re¬ 
covery of the amount. The beneficiaries 
may file their objections in three weeks 
and place them before the Court on July 
23, 1996. 


4,01,400 crore, in Pecember 1995, up 
from Rs 3,56,400 crore a year ago. Credit 
grew 20 per cent in the same period, 
which resulted in credit-deposit ratio 
going up to 61.6 per cent from 57.9 per 
cent. 


WATER DISPUTE 
Cauvery Tribunal Rejects 
Karnataka Plea 


BANKING 

Banks Closing rural branches 

B ANKS are expanding their networks 
in cities and towns but are cutting 
down on rural branches, according to fig¬ 
ures released by the RBI. The number of 
rural banks fell to 34,889 in December 1995, 
from 35,142 m December 1994. But the total 
number of branches increased from 62,150 
to 62,736 during the year. This implies that 
the number of urban branches are increas¬ 
ing while the rural banks are being closed 
down. 

Banks are also setting up new 
branches in metros, urban and semi-ur¬ 
ban areas The number of commercial 
banks increased from 279 in December 
1994, to 288 in December 1995. 

In an year marked by sluggish 
growth, aggregate deposits with com¬ 
mercial banks grew 13 per cent, to Rs 


Ajmer is costliest city 

Ajmer has become the costliest city in the country, where a rupee is worth only 
34.36 paise, while Amritsar is the cheapest, where a rupee is worth 42.39 parse. 

Among the metropolitan cities, Madras is the costliest, with the rupee value 
34.96 paise. People in Delhi and Calcutta are better oft at 99.89 paise to a rupee, 
while in Bangalore it is 39.22 paise and in Mumbai! 38,61 paise. 

in the southern region, Coimbatore is the costliest city with the rupee at 34.48 
paise. Thimvananthapuram is better off at 40.65 paise. In the north, Chandigarh has 
the rupee value 38.71 -paise. 

On an all India base, the rupee is valued at 38.46 paise. The rupee value was 
calculated on the basis of consumer price index for urban non-manual employees 
with base 1984-65, 


0 |N April 16, 1996, the three-member 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, 
headed by Mr Justice Chittatosh, turned 
down the Civil Petition filed on February 
22, 1996, praying for deferring the pro¬ 
ceedings of the tribunal, initially for three 
months. Karnataka pleaded that the Prime 
Minister's intervention to find a solution 
to the issue did not warrant the proceed¬ 
ings of the Tribunal. While upholding 
the submission by Tamil Nadu, KeraU 
and Pondicherry, against deferring the 
proceedings, the Tribunal noted that 
judicial orders and the proceedings 
could not be overridden or overborn* 
by an administrative order. The Tribu¬ 
nal also upheld the Tamil Nadu Gov¬ 
ernment plea that the Prime Minister's 
directions for the release of 6 tme o) 
water by Karnataka and setting up o, 
an expert group was not an impedimen 
on Tribunal proceedings. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

National Coastal Management 

Authority to be set up 

A LLOWING a Public Interest Petition 
filed by theJnd'uinCouncil tor Enviro- 
Legal Action, the Supreme Court, on April 
18, 1996, directed the Central Govern¬ 
ment to set up a National Coastal Man¬ 
agement Authority (NCMA) to protect 
ecological balance along the 6,000 km 
long coastal line in the country. The 
Court also directed the coastal States— 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Drissa and West Rengal—to set up their 
respective State Coastal Management 
Authorities. The NCMA would act as 
in apex body to oversee the function¬ 
ing of the State Coastal Management Au¬ 
thorities. 

The Court upheld the Coastal Regu¬ 
lation Zone Notification 1991 directing the 
coastal States not to permit any construc¬ 
tion activities within 500 metres of the 
coastal areas. It overruled a subsequent 
notification that had allowed building 
activities within 200 metres of the coast¬ 
line. 


i to children from all walks of society. 

As part of the campaign, April 30 
j was observed as Child Labour Day. 
j The programme would be carried for- 
j ward to give a sustained focus to child 
issues. 

Contrary to popular opinion that 
poverty was the cause of child labour, 
it was mentioned that lack of schools 
and of motivation and apathy of 
school authorities in sustaining the 
interest of children were some of the 
major reasons for high school drop¬ 
out rate. 


! ISRO SPY CASE 
i CBI finds it was a false case 


T HE CBI, probing into the sensational 
ISRO espionage case, involving six 
people including two Maldivian women 
and two senior scientists of the ISRO, 
has concluded that it was a false case 
and no espionage was involved. It has 
asked the court to discharge all the ac¬ 
cused. 

The CBI has said thajt confessions had 
been given to the police under duress 
though there was no complaint either from 
ISRO or from the Aeronautic Design Engi¬ 


neering wing at Bangalore, about bss of 
documents. 


BANDIT QUEEN FILM 
Supreme Court lifts ban 

O N May 1, 1996, the Supreme Court 
lifted the ban on the screening of the 
film 'Bandit Queen'. However, in view 
of Phoolan Devi contesting the Lok 
Sabha elections, the court permitted 
the exhibition of the film from May 9, 
1996 only. Setting aside the order of 
Delhi High Court, which objected to 
certain scenes and banned the film, 
the Bench noted that the scenes were 
not meant to arouse prurient or las¬ 
civious thoughts, but intended to 
arouse revulsion against the perpetra¬ 
tors 

In its judgement, the Court said 
that it was not a pretty story but a 
sad one of a woman turning from a 
village girl to a dreaded dacoit. The 
High Court had ignored its theme and 
the fact that it condemned rape and 
degradation of women. The contro¬ 
versial scenes and expletives used 
went with the theme of the film, the 
court ruled. 


CHILD LABOUR 
UNICEF launches Campaign 

A two-month campaign has been 
launched by UNICEF for elimination 
ot child labour and promotion of elemen¬ 
tary education. The campaign, between 
April 15 and June 15, 1996, has been 
launched in association with Government 
departments like education, labour and 
various NGOs working among children. 
It aims at ensuring a childhood to chil¬ 
dren working as coolies, rag pickers, me¬ 
chanics, errand boys and in the 
unorganised sector like garment exports, 
beodi, match and fireworks. It will also 
promote policies and actions favourable 


Trade Deficit 

Th« tfaUn 





»64 JUNE ’96 COMPETITION MASTER 





CURRENT AFFAIRS _1 

INTERNATIONAL 


INDIA-PAKISTAN 

Pak High Commissioner makes 

provocative comments 

T HE Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr 
Riaz Khokhar, was summoned to the 
foreign office on April 29, 1996 and told 
that his comments about elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir being "rigged" were 
unacceptable, provocative and amounted J 
to interference in India's internal affairs, j 
The Indian government's strongest j 
indignation was conveyed to him. He | 
was told that the substance and tone of 
the comments were not in keeping with 
the statu 1 ? of a foreign representative in 
India 

Political parties had condemned the | 
remarks and called for Khokhar's expul- 1 
sion The BjP said the comments were ’ 
"gross and unwarranted" and that I 
Khokhar should be made a persona non j 
grata. It demanded that he should be asked 
to leave the country 

Mr Khokhar had termed the Lok 
Sabha elections being held in Jammu and 
Kashmir as "farce", in an interview to a 
newspaper j 


whole of Northern Israel between the 
Libyan border and the 33rd Parallel, for¬ 
eign ministers of France, Italy and Rus¬ 
sia met Lebanese leaders on April 21, in > 
a bid to speed up cease-liie talks I he 
crisis also took precedence at the Mos¬ 
cow meet of G-7. The two-day meet 
devoted its inaugural day of April 19, 
1996 on the i nsts and called for disarm¬ 
ing the Hezbollah and unconditional [ 
withdrawal oi Israeli troops. 

A breakthrough could be achieved 
only on April 27. 1996, when US Secre¬ 
tary of State, Mr Warren Christopher, I 
managed reconciliation Under the ' 
agreement, the Hezbollah agreed not to < 
launch rocket attacks on Israel and Is- | 
raei in turn agreed not to hit civilians j 
Christopher said that the efforts were 
not a substitute for a peace agreement 
between Israel and Lebanon The present 
cease-fire is to be monitored by a team 
comprising of the USA, France, Israel, 
Syria and Lebanon ^ 

On April 29,1996, Hezbollah offered ] 
to recognize Israeli State in exchange for a | 
comprehensive wi thdrawal of Israeli forces \ 
from the occupied zone in the south of 
their country 


MIDDLE EAST j 

Israel gets tough with Hezbollah 

F OLLOWING attacks on IsiaeTs north¬ 
ern settlements by Shiite Muslim gue¬ 
rillas of Hezbollah, Israel launched 'Op¬ 
eration Grapes of Wrath'. Lebanon was 
pounded by Israel from air, land and sea 
tor over two weeks, which also resulted in 
a civilian massacre. The UN Security 
Council, on April 16, 1996, sharply 
criticised Israeli air raids on Lebanon In 
turn. Prime Minister Shimon Peres made 
no inhibition of Israel's continuing with 
its operation aimed destroying Hezbollah 
as a military force. 

The Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
threatened to intensify its attacks in 


Clause calling for Israel’s 
destruction revoked 

I N a historic move on April 24, 1996, the 
Palestinian National Council adopted 
the amendment revoking clauses from the 
PIO charter calling for Israel's destruc¬ 
tion The amendment, which formally 
ended 32 years oi armed struggle against 
Israel for the liberation of Palestine, was 
carried out by a vote of 504 to 54 with 14 
abstentions. PLO leader Yasser Arafat, who 
was bound by the 1993 peace accord to 
initiate the move for this amendment, 
faced some opposition from hard line 
groups. 

The amendment was welcomed by 
Israel. It has long objected to various 
clauses of PLO charter. The annulling 
of clauses is likely to strengthen Israeli 


Prime Minister Shimon I'm-, »• the 
forthcoming elections I he snapping of 
clauses b) the PLO is also e\p« ted to 
give boost to the talks on tin final sta¬ 
tus of the Palestinian territories and pav c 
the way lor the ultimate peace in the 
region 


UNHRC ANNUAL SESSION 
Resolution condemns violent 
acts 

T HF. 53-nation UN 1 fuman R glits Com¬ 
mission (UNHRC) conclud. * its six- 
week annual session with adoption of a 
resolution condemning all violent at N and 
called foi curbing secessionisu It also 
adopted a resolution condemning abuses 
in countries like t uba, Iraq. Rwanda, 
Sudan and Zaire Howevei, ( hina, w Inch 
also faced a similar resolution co-spon¬ 
sored by European Union and the United 
States, managed to get it defeated Israel, 
which has the status of observer at the 


UN finally runs out of cash 

The UN announced on April 30, 
1996 that It had My tun out ot cash 
The recent crisis surfaced because ot 
unpaid dues from member States. At 
present the United States, the largest' 
debtor, owes $ 1.5 billion, Russia owes 
about $ 400 million, Japan $ 128 mil¬ 
lion and Germany $ 50 million The 
United Nations is now borrowing from 
Its peace-keeping missions to carry on 
' its day to day activities. 

The UN Secretary General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali said that he 
may calf ah emergency session of the 
General Aasembiy to deal with the ’ 
- precarious situation. The UN may also j 
cover the shortfall by borrowing from 
hanks until member States pay money 
that thdy have pledged, or it may; h- 
su« .bonds. 
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Commission, also faced an overwhelming 
condemnation from all quarters except 
from the United States, for its air raids in 
Lebanon. 

On April 14, 1996, the Commission 
adopted an Indian-sponsored resolution 
condemning all violent acts and activities 
that infringe upon human rights and fun¬ 
damental freedoms, democracy, tolerance 
and pluralisms. It was the first time that 
the Commission had adopted a resolution, 
on tolerance and pluralism. While India 
took the lead in spoasonng the resolution, 
cutting across North-South and East-West 
divide, there were 30 co-sponsors to the 
resolution. However, Pakistan made a 
futile attempt to dilute some of the clauses 
of the resolution, but owing to an over¬ 
whelming pressure in favour of Indian 
sponsored draft, it finally withdrew its 
objections. 

At the annual session of the UNHRC 
the Secretary General presented its report 
on tire problems related with the minori¬ 
ties. The UN Commission strongly con¬ 
demned secessionist movements and 
called upon international community to 
condemn them. The commission stressed 
that solution to minority problems has 
to be found within the framework of ex¬ 
isting States. Reference to an earlier re¬ 
port by the Norwegian expert Asbjorn 
Hide was also made. Hide had reiterated 
that the basic foundation of interna¬ 
tional law is respect for the territorial 
integrity of existing sovereign States. On 
the issue of the self-determination, the 
commission noted that the right to self- 
determination does not include a uni¬ 
lateral right to independence or 
secession. 

Racism study: Special UN investiga¬ 
tor Maurice Clele-Ahanhanzo criticised 
Britain for its immigration control laws 
but reserved his harshest words for a 
"wave of wenophobia and racism" sweep¬ 
ing France. 

The study is based on policies of Brit¬ 
ain, France and Germany. The study ap- 
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preciated the measures taken by Germany 
to combat anti-foreigner attacks although 
racism remained a problem in the coun¬ 
try. It criticised Britain and France for not 
j conforming to the requirements of the 
I racial equality laws. Britain was criticised 
i for its immigration control laws, since they 
| reject people from the South, particularly 
I black minorities. It said asylum laws were 
j applied too harshly. France had shown 
j many more causes tor concern. It was in 
the grip of a racist-wave that would dam¬ 
age its image as the homeland of human 
rights. 


PAKISTAN 

Imran Launches movement 

F ORMER cricket star Imran Khan an¬ 
nounced that he was formally enter¬ 
ing politics on April 25, 1996, when he 
announced the formation of Tehreek-e-for- 
mation (movement for justice). The an¬ 
nouncement ended months of speculation 
and provided Benazir Bhutto with her 
most serious political rival to date. 

Khan announced his intention 12 
days after a bomb blast which destroyed 
| a part of his 16-month old cancer hospital 
True to his characteristic denial about not 


i SRI LANKA 
i Operation Riviresa-ll 

T HE! Sri Lankan army launched Opera¬ 
tion Riviresa-U on April 19, 1996, to 
liberate the entire peninsula from the con¬ 
trol of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). Over 40 LTTE men were 
killed during the first two days of the 
operation. 

On April 27, 1996 the lankan army 
registered a commanding win when it 
captured the Kilali area. Kilali, which is 
located on the southernmost tip of Jaffna 
i peninsula, served as the transit point for 
the rebels crossing over the mainland 
from northern Jaffna. The LTTE 
launched a propaganda war seeking its 
recognition as a freedom movement and 
to bring about international mediation 
to stop the war and resume peace nego¬ 
tiations. However, it could not manage 
much support from international com¬ 
munity. 

US to send military experts: The US 
is sending military experts and Britain, 
Israel and other countries have shown 
interest in training Sri Lankan soldiers 
in their fight against the Tamil rebels. 
The US training team would be coming 
for a month-long stint to train local 
forces in logistic aspects of air mobile 
operations. 


! having political ambitions, Khan an- 
i nounced the formation of movement and 
' not a party The venture has a strong sup- 
| port from Pasban, the breakaway group 
! of Jamaat-e-Islarm, Pakistan's fundamen- 
! talist party It was Pasban which had 
| helped him in raising funds tor his cancer 
| hospital With the entry of Imran Khan 
1 into the active politics, the orthodox Is- 
, lamic party, contrary to its poor previous 
! voting record, is expecting to gain on the 
political front 

Pakistan building unguarded 
N-reactor 

A US defence study says that Pakistan 
s building an unsafeguarded nuclear 
reactor. By this venture Pakistan will de¬ 
velop substantial capability to produce 
weapon-grade plutonium. The reactor is 
expected to become operational by the late 
1990s. The CIA said that China is supply¬ 
ing technicians and equipment for pluto¬ 
nium reprocessing plant at Chashma. 
China's assistance wifi enhance Pakistan's 
efforts to build small warheads, it said. 

The study remarked that Pakistan 
cloaks its Nuclear, Biological and Chemi¬ 
cal (NBC) programme in secrecy and am¬ 
biguity. Attributing Pakistan's efforts to 
develop NBC warfare to its perception of 
India's nuclear threat, the study justified 
US policy to eliminate nuclear-weapon 
capabilities of India and Pakistan. 
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IRAN 

Conservatives lose majority ' 

I N the two-stage polls in Iran, the ton 
>ervative religious and political group, 
the Combatant Clergy Association (C CA), | 
lost an outright control of the 270-seat | 
Iran's Parliament The final results as 
emerged on Apnl 22 19%, revtaled that 
although the Conservatives remained the 
largest single group in the House the) 
would hat e to depend on the support ot 
the independents tor sure iv al All the pre¬ 
cious four assemblies sinu the 1979 k vo 
lution weu dominated bv one faction or 
group It would bi for the first tunc that 
the Iranian Parliament would oxpeheme 
mtra group alliances 


CHiNA-FRANCE 

Chinese Premier visits France 

F OI HAVING the cancellation of hi 
wsit to tin Netli< ilands and Luxem 
burg Iranu on April II) 1^% became the 
first f uropoan countr\ to welcome C hi 
nesc Prime Ministci Li Peng Ihc visit ol 
Peng the lust b) a Chinese head m 1J 
ytais evoked demonstrations not only 
against C hinese leadei ship but also against 
the 1 tench Government 

f eai mg anti C hinesi' demonstrations 
Peng cut short his visit to two days from 
the scheduled four The I rench Govern 
menl tried to c urb the demonstrations but 
the Amnesty International demonstrated 
on the alleged violations of human lights 
and other acti vists demanding freedom for 
Tibet french demonstratois also accused 
their government of ignoring Chinese ere 
dentials m human rights, tor the sake ol 
business Unperturbed by the piotests, the 
french leadership agreed to preclude the 
issue of human rights from the scope ot 
meet, and the two opted to focus on 
business deals and on encouraging 
progress on general issues After a se¬ 
ries of private meetings between 1 1 Peng 


and 1 rench Prime Minister Alain i 
Juppe five bade accords were signed j 
on April 11 1996 These accords also 
include the much expected Chinese 
order for 30 Airbus A-320 planes 
worth $ 1 5 billion 1 


SOUTH KOREA 

No clear winner in elections , 

V OITRS m South Korea exercised then 
franchise to choose' a new National 
Assomblv When the results were declared , 
on April 12 19% it was dear that theic 
would bt no winner All three' major pat- , 
ties performed well below their expecta 
tions and the ruling New Korea Party 
(NKP) tailed to sustain its narrow ma|oi 
itv 

Iht political scenano in South ko 
rea invariable rcvolvts around three 
Kims—I itsiduit Kim \oung sam 
toi mi i Prime MimsU r Kim Jong pil and 
opposition leader Kim Dai pin Ihe 
three Kimshavt thtu ic'gional backing 
Since none ot them tmerged as a clear 
w inntr the message from the v titer- w as 
that it was time for a chance from the 
old established order Ihc NKP which 
held 147 scats could get only 121 but 
tormid a government with the help ot 
othe rs Though President Kim Young 
sam ean foresee a majontv of ISO, it 1 
would be a demanding task 

Negotiations for end to war 
South Koiean President Kim Young 
sam and US President Bill Clinton | 
i urged North Kort^a and C hina to join 
I in negotiating a new four-power peace 
1 tre atv to bring the 16 year Korean war 
to an end Then proposal was a be ' 
I lated response to North Korea’s sus ' 
tamed attack on the Korean armistice 1 
agreement which has governed the 
cease-fire in the Korean war since 
1 )53 C hina, however refused to me | 
diate in the peare efforts and it was 
doubtful that the proposal would 
auuevc anything I 


RUSSIA 

Duma stands by controversial' 
resolution 

a I April J1,1996 the Lower House of 
usswn Parliament the Duma, reit¬ 
erated its stand denouncing the breakup 
ot the Sov let Union and gave reassurances 
that Russia's Statehood w'ould not change 
Duma s resolution, dec lanng the disinte¬ 
gration ol USSR invalid, had created 
ripples around the world 

The lesolution had been mo, ed by 
the Russian Communist Party w th the 
backing of Agrarian Party, but it was op¬ 
posed bv the pro government Presiden¬ 
tial candidate Grigory Yavlinsky The 
resolution which called for the annulment 
ot C IS had urged President Boris Yeltsin 
to take steps towards reintegration of 
tormu Soviet republics The revival of 
Sov let Union thus assumes importance m 
the ensuing Presidential elections m Rus¬ 
sia However President Yeltsin categori¬ 
cally denounced the resolution 
Denouncements also came from the lead- 
c rs of almost all the non-i ommunist par¬ 
ties ai td the Uppei House ot the Parliament 
asked the Duma to reconsider the resolu¬ 
tion But the Duma stood by the resolu¬ 
tion w ith 285-9 votes with no abstentions 


SUMMITS 

Summit on Nuclear Safety 

T ill eight-nation summit proposed and 
hosted bv Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
began in Moscow on April 19, 1996 The 
two-day Nuclear Safety Summit con- 
c luded with a pledge from the world lead¬ 
ers foi adopting nudeai safety measure 
lhe summit which brought Russia, 
Ukraine and Group of Seven together, 
approved cooperation measures dealing 
with nuclear energy, radioactive waste, 
weapon-grade material and nuclear smug¬ 
gling 
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Both C Imton and Yeltsin denied sug 
ge'•turns that thtir nut ting was designed 
to boost thur upcoming presidential cite 
turns Ofti ioIIa it vms to take stink of 
Soviet Unions hazardous nueleai legacy 
lheic art 2n aging Soviet built realtors 
and eaeh could beeome a disaster like 
Chernobyl In the parallel summit held 
simultaneously scientists and nueleai ex 
peits debated tin how an aeeident could 
be avoided 

During the summit Pitsident C Imton 
evpitssed i oncern about Russia s i ontmu 
u'g with S MKJ million deal with han to 
biuld a 1 tHH) megawatt nuclear reactoi 
Disptllmg tears on misuse of nueleai 
piogrammt b\ Iran Russia formally an 
nounud its support for global ban on all 
nuclear tests In turn Russia shuck a dis 
rotdant note with an attack on NATOs 
nuclear policy and expressing itself against 
We l s stationing nuclear weapons on for 
e ipn terntorus 

In anothe r sigmfu ant dev elopmtnt 
Ukmm reluctantly continued the do 
suie ol C htrnobyl by the year 2000 in 
t \e hange tor some 1 billion in aid tiom 
tire (. 7 

G-7: Upbeat about economic 
outlook 

O N \pnl 21 19% the (.roup of Vvcn 
ncli mdu .trial nations- Britain 
lamdi fiance l.eimany Italy Japan 
and the United States—held a crucial 
muhng in Wishington The meeting 
took place in conjunction with the sum 
annual meet ol I Ml and the World Bank 
which proposed a debt re lit f giant to 
the pooust nations by reducing the 
v alue of the debt and intcre st pay ments 
But the nations vie objecting to sueh a 
gnnt saying that 1M1 should bear mom 
of the bmden 

The member countries w elcomed the 
rise of the US dollar and v ok ed optimism 
that the worst of their economic weak 
nesst sweie behind the m How e v er on the 
slow gr >w th in Luiope t . 7 membei s 
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tailed to spell out am specific measures 
Thev were in paiticulai divided mu 
the extent to which US euruncy was 
in t cit d to help J ranee and C.ermany Be 
sidt s apprtt latuig Russian economu it 
torms the C> " also discussed the plight 
of the world s poortst nations and the 
wavs to beef up the IMF s emergene\ 
resources 

RUSSIA-CHINA 
Yeltsin confers with Jemin 

0 \ April 2S President Boris 

Vitsin ol Russia aimed in Beijing 
foi the thud Sino Russian summit m three 
years Dining the visit Vitsin and his 
Chinese eountiipait hang Unun signed 
tht thud communique betw enthc two 
countries I he communique t wcrtdhi 
late ial ties and mtc (national altairs ] he 
two hade rs also agatd to ire ate a hilat 
eral commission htadtd by the Prime 
Ministers of the two countries fourteen 
agreements weu also signed including 
setting up of a hot lint between the two 
capitals 

Ihc summit ripicscntul a wanning 
oi tics between Russia and China Chi 
nest President Umin said that Beijing 
suppoitcd Russia s strong opposition to 
the eastward expansion of NATO lx 
pinsinn in the post cold war woild is 
not consistent with tht times he said 
Howtvet President Yeltsin was unable 
to peisuadt Chinese leaders toagrtc to 
a Compithensut Nuclear lest Ban 
freaty a responsibility conferred on him 
by the recently concluded Nuclear sum 
nut m Moscow 

China signs treaty with 3 ex-Soviet 
Republics Sino Russian relations took a 
signilie.it turn onApnl 2ft 14% when thae 
formei Soviet Republics Ka/akhastan 
Kirglustan and Tajikistan joined Russia 
in signing a border tieaty with China 
lhe nations pledged to keep their com¬ 


mon lrontieis tree of all military aetivi 
tic s I he treaty tnv isage s the st tting up 
of a 100 km wide /one on both side's ot 
the holder between the former Soviet 
Union and China in the lai Fast The 
tre»atv has been eulogised as the tust of 
its kind in Asia 

US-JAPAN 

US pledges to keep 100.000 
troops in Asia-Pacific 

A l Tl R two vcaic of contention* tiade 
illations US President Bill Clinton s 
that day v isit to J ipan ope ned up ne w 
vistas ot nulitaiv alliuue foi the two 
mtions following the ullapst (f the 
So. lit l num expect iti >ns i m amd 
about the withd'awaJs ot Anuru in 
tones Inm Japan and nortlu 1 st Asi i an \ 
11101 c so htiaust of the Okinnva inn 
dt nt in vv hu h a lapane se sc hool gn I w is 
rvped by Ameite in tr nips Dipt II mg 
tht si apprehensions the l s President 
Bill Clinton asserted that the Imtul 
Stales will retain its ament lived ot 
1 00 000 troops in tin region in. hiding 
about 47 00(1 in Jap in to present jt ice 
ind uphold US mteusts 

On April 17 14% l SPresident Bill 
Clinton and Japamst Primt Ministn 
Rvutaro Hashimoto signed the stairity 
do. nme nt feu ni.imtaining i stible and 
prosperous tnv ironme n 1 loi Asia Paulu 
legion I hough the [apancst lonslitu 
tion iotbids it horn developing in id 
te nsn i military capability the ne w put 
pledge'd elostr cooperation on the dt 
vclopment of military technology Japan 
also committed to spend $ 2*5 billion to 
support the IIS tioops over the nt xt fiv t 
veai s 

Dunng his address to the Japanese 
Parliament (Diet) President C Imton 
apologised to the House for the Okinawa 
incident of September 199*5 m which a 12 
year old Japanese se hool girl had been 
raped bv US Servicemen 
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NIGERIA 

Refusal to receive a human rights 
mission 

T AKING strong exception to Nigeria's 
refusal to receive a Commonwealth 
Ministerial mission to study the human 
rights situation in the country, the Com¬ 
monwealth Ministerial Action Group 
(CMAG) recommended sweeping sanc¬ 
tions against Nigeria. 

The action group, comprising of the 
Foreign Ministers of Britain, Canada, 
Ghana, Jamaica, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe, had the man¬ 
date of Commonwealth Summit which 
was held in New Zealand. It was at the 
New Zealand summit that Nigeria was sus¬ 
pended on the execution of a civil rights 
leader. 1 he summit had given two years time 
to Nigerian military rulers to return to demo¬ 
cratic values or else face expulsion. 


ITALY 

Change of Guard 

I TALY'S election of April 21, 1996 gave 
its centre-left Olive Tree coalition, led 
by Romano Prodi, a control over both 
the Houses of Parliament. The Chamber 
of Deputies (the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment) gave the coalition a three-seat ma¬ 
jority and in the Senate they got 167 seats 
as against Right's 117 seats. It is for the 
first time since the republic was estab¬ 
lished after the World War II that a Left¬ 
headed Government has come to power 
in Italy. The recent elections brought the 
Freedom Alliance's leader Silvio Berlusconi, ■ 
who served as Prime Minister for a brief pe¬ 
riod, virtually on the threshold of losing 
his political career, for being involved in 
the corruption charges and loosing in the 
elections. However, the elections saw the 
strengthening of Alessandra Mussolini, the 
right-wing leader who successfully re¬ 
tained her seat in the Lower House. 


As the 55th government in 50 years, 
and third in the four years, takes control 
over tiie situation, doubts have been raised 
about its survival as the new team lacks 
experience of running a government 


NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 
Africa signs treaty to become 
nuclear-free zone 

0 |N April 11, 1996, African nations 
signed an agreement to make Africa 
a nuclear-free zone. In all 49 African na- 
tioas signed Ihe agreement. The regional 
pact, known as African Nuclear Weapons 
Free Zone Treaty or the Treaty of 
Pelindaha, envisages not to build, test or 
stockpile nuclear weapons and not to bury 
imported nuclear waste. The move for this 
agreement was initiated when France car¬ 
ried out its first nuclear test in Sahara 
deserts in the 1960's. As a part of this pact, 
Britain, China, France and the United States 
pledged not to test or use nuclear weapons 
in Africa. It was the South African announce¬ 
ment of 1995, that it had ended its nuclear 


efforts and destroyed its nuclear weapons, 
that gave the much needed boost Africa's 
becoming nuclear free. 


FIJI 

Indians face evictions 

F OLLOWING the decision of the Fijian 
government against the renewal of 
lease under the Agriculture Landlord-Ten¬ 
ants Act (ALTA) and the takeover of the 
sugar industry by the year 2000, thou¬ 
sands of Indian farmers in Fiii face the 
spectre of mass evictions. 

Fiji, which consists of about 300 is¬ 
lands in western South Pacific, got in¬ 
dependence from the British in 1970. In 
its agriculture-based economy, sugar 
and coconuts form l H) per cent of the 
total export. For the cultivation, Fijians 
had leased out portion of their land to 
the Indians tor period of JO to 20 years. 
With the first agriculture lease expir¬ 
ing next year, Indians, who mostly 
grow sugarcane, are virtually on the 
verge of becoming refugees in their 
own homes. 


ADB rvveatc 7,9% growth in Asians ‘ 

The Manila-based Asian Development Bank (ADB) In He recent report re*' 
vented that Asian’s developing economies greet by 7,8 per cent in 198$. This 
growth has been three bmes moro ihanthe work! average. The report oLthe 56- 
nation bank, released on Apr# It, IMdntias Ctrtnaaa the fastest grower in Asia 
andlbe WbrtdUChroa had been credited tor attracting nearly totifoLare.torelgn 
direct investment dipt moved into Atian economics. The ADB which marked South- 
East Asia ae adbiher high-growth area, M send a world ot caution over the Hong 
Kong The v dljpplng‘trend In Hong Xphg tes been etbfbuted to lhe dBVetopments 
inDSebonoroy and dw scheduied integration d Hang Kong with China. 

Asia BemmdeCMt.BMian: According to a Aslan Development Sank funded 
study, dkiiptM. M»dtespe«d$ 6,9 b$ipo over 'the jpats or $ 260 


status of fastest- 
fensabltig idle mtidy rm AprB'iS, 19916 8ie ADB 
*' - Irtp Often 
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AWARDS 

Ambedkar National Award 

T ] IF second Dr Ambedkar National 
Award ha*- been awarded to a 
Maharasbtu-based educational institution, 
Riuhii Slukdui Si ingutluin , The award car- 
lit"- a tacit pn/e ot Rs JO lakh and a cita¬ 
tion 

Goldman environmental prizes 

S IX cm iron mental heroes from around 
the world, including Mahesh Chandr a 
Mehta from India, are the recipients of the 
seventh annual Goldman environmental 
prizes. kadi winner will receive an award 
oi $ 75,IKK) from the San Fransisco-bascd 
Goldman Fnvironmental Foundation. 
Mehta is a lawyer who has won about 40 
landmark environmental judgements and 
numerous orders from the Supreme Court 
making hint one ol the most successful 
environmental litigator m the world. 

The five other winners are: ANdyakira 
ol Uganda, Alberta Simeonova of Bulgaria, 
Wj. Ballantme of New Zealand, Edwin 
Uustillos ol Mexico and Marina Silva ot 


Welsh, a freelancer; for a sequence of pho¬ 
tos of a female circumcision rite in Kenya. 

Asiatic Society award 

M YANMAR democracy leader, Dr 
Aung San Syu Ky i, has been selected 
for themdira Gandhi gold plaque by the 
Asiatic Society, far outstanding contribu¬ 
tion in international understanding and 
inter-cultural cooperation. 

The highest honour of the Asiatic 
Society, FAS (Honoris Causa), wilt"be 
awarded to Professor ' Yashutom i 
jMishizuka . an eminent medical scientist 
and president of the Kobe University, Ja¬ 
pan, for his outstanding contribution in 
detecting cancer through cell-signalling. 

Eminent astronomer, Dr Jayan t 
Vishnu Narlikar. will be presented the 
Rabindra Nath Tagore birth centenary 
plaque. 

Other recipients of the awards include 
Dr J.W. Atkinson in psychology, eminent 
scientist and former chairman of the UGC, 
Dr Yashpal, scientist Dr Akshayananda 
Bose and historian and social thinker, Dr 


perior to similar vehicles developed else¬ 
where in the world. The system is capable 
of providing discrete aerial surveillance 
for extended durations by day and night, 
using sophisticated electro-optic and elec¬ 
tronic sensors. 

The RPV provides time sensitive 
battle-field status intelligence in real time 
to the commanders through data links 
designed to survive electronic counter¬ 
measures by adversaries. 

Scheduled to enter the production 
phase next year, after a series of flight tri¬ 
als, Nishant would be manufactured by 
the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) 

Nishant is the second Unmanned Air 
Vehicles (UAVs) developed by ADE, the 
other being a Pilotless Target Aircraft (PTA) 
called iMkshya. 

‘INS Deepak' decommissioned 

E S Deepak, the first fleet tanker of the 
dian Navy has passed into history af¬ 
ter a service of 28 years. 

At the naval dockyard in Mumbai, 


Brazil. Ashok Mitra. 

Pulitzer prizes DAYS 

For international reporting: David World Book Day 

Rolute ot the Christian Science Monitor for "OECOGNISING the importance of in- 
his reports on the massacre of thousands AXculcating the habit of reading, 
oi Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica. UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 

For explanatory journalism: Lauri e Scientific and Cultural Organisation) has 
Garrett of NeiosJ a y for explanatory jour- decided to celebrate April 23 as World 

nalism lor her reporting from Zaire on the Book and Copyright Day. 

Ebola virus outbreak. * ”” 

General non-fiction award. Tina : DEFENCE 

Rnrenheig ot the World Policy Institute Nishant tested successfully 
won tlie award tor her book 'the Haunted XTlSHANT, a remotely piloted vehicle 
I,anil: hieing Europe's Ghosts After Commit- 1\(RPV) meant for battle-field surveil- 

n hiu lance and reconnaissance, has been suc- 

Spot news photography prize: Charles ! cessfully flight tested by the Aeronautical 
Portei IV, a freelancer, for his photographs Development Establishment (ADE). 
taken after the Oklahoma citv bombing. Nishant incorporates advanced de¬ 

feature photography prize Stephanie ! sign features which are comparable or su- 


the ensign and the flag on the tanker, 
which replenished the Western fleet dur¬ 
ing the 1971 Indo-Pak war, were lowered 
followed by the placing of the ensign in a 
special box and the sounding of the last 
post. 

The 552-foot-long and 76-foot-broad 
vessel navigated a total distance of4,57,879 
nautical miles, spent 37,023 hours at sea 
and replenished 1,683 times during her 
commission. It had a full load displace¬ 
ment of22,600 tons and a maximum speed 
of 20 knots. 

The ship supported two naval ships 
tasked to ferry troops and equipment for 
the Indian contingent's mission to Soma¬ 
lia under the United Nations banner. 

A new Russian-built tanker jyoti, 
likely to be commissioned soon at St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Russia, is scheduled to be in- 
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ducted into the fleet to replace INS Dcepak. 

PLACES 

Tabo monastery to cetebrate 1000th year 
A tiny hamlet situated at 3280 metres 
illabove sea level, in the far away Spiti 
Valley of Himachal Pradesh, will soon 
witness the celebrations to mark the one- 
thousandth year of the existence of the 
Tabo Monastery. 

Better known as the Ajanta of the 
Himalayas, the monastery derives its name 
from that of the hamlet, Tabo. The two- 
week millennium year celebrations of the 
monastery, which was founded in 9% AD, 
will commence on Jun e 20 thi s year and 
end on July 5. Over one lakh persons are 
expected to attend the celebration. 

The Tabo Monastery is the only sur¬ 
viving monument representing the tradi¬ 
tion of the old Gugge Kingdom which was 
known in its time for its zeal for adopting 
Buddhism. 

The richly executed paintings and the 
stucco images inside the mudwalled con¬ 
structions of the monastery make it not 
only a site of rich artistic grandeur but 
also of archaeological importance. Some 
of the murals ot the monastery are as old 
as the monastery itself. However, conser¬ 
vative estimates put the paintings at over 
500 years old. The monastery is in itself a 
great repository representing the Hima¬ 
layan Buddhism. 

The monastery is believed to have 
been founded by a Buddhist scholar from 
Western Tibet, Rin-Chen-Sangpo. This fact 
is also borne out of an inscription on one 
of the walls of the monastery complex. 
The completion of the monastery complex 
took nearly eight years. 

RESEARCH 

New System eliminates microfilms 
A novel communication system has 
xYbeen developed to send, store and re¬ 
trieve images over a network in various 
parts of hospitals, virtually eliminating the 
use of microfilms. 

The system, called "Picture Archi¬ 
val and Communication System" 
(PACS), depends on the Param 
supercomputer developed by the Cen¬ 
tre for Development of Advanced Com¬ 


puting (C-DAC), Pune. 

PACS has been jointly developed 
by the Sri Chitra Tirunal Institute of 
Medical Sciences and Technology 
(SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram and 
the Electronic Research Development 
Centre. 

The PACS can connect the scanning 
centre and consulting rooms for free ex¬ 
change of image and other medical data. 
It will help eliminate the use of photo¬ 
graphic films and reduce the recurring cost 
of hospital operations. 

The PACS has been running on an 
experimental basis over a Local Area Net¬ 
work (LAN) computer system at the 
SCTIMST and in the second phase it will 
be extended to Wide Area Network (WAN) 
connecting hospitals such as the Regional 
Cancer Centre and the Trivandrum Medi¬ 
cal College. 

While the digital images can be 
directly hooked onto the PACS, X-Ray 
films can be fed to the system through 
a scanner The experimental PACS 
being run at the institute now has an 
online retrieval capability of one 
month data or 500 images. Beyond the 
500 memory, image data can be re¬ 
trieved from the extra-memory of an 
optical juke box. 

Another advantage of the PACS is 
that it can be copied on to a secondary 
workstation without any loss of quality. 
The image can be reduced, enlarged, cut 
and rotated depending on the require¬ 
ments of the physician for exact diagno¬ 
sis. 

A flying computer camera 

O N the Internet, the "web cam " sites 
have mini cameras which send your 
computer a little static view of the Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge or Phoenix traffic jams. Buf 
now you can use your computer to steer 
one of those cameras around corners, 
up stairs, out windows, through the 
exhibits of a museum thousands of miles 
away. 

The idea, called " blimp cam ", is 
being tested in a computer science lab 
at the University of California at Ber¬ 
keley. 

A bright blue balloon hovers over 


desks and drifts down hallways, carrying 
a little camera, a microphone and a tiny 
transmitter to broadcast back live video 
images and sound. Its designers say they 
hope one day it could be used as a "space 
browser", accessible over the Internet. It 
will be a tool for travelling to remote 
spaces and conveying the sensation that 
you're actually there. 

SPACE 

ISRO designs cryo engine 

I NDIAN Space Research Organisation 
ISRO) has crossed a major hurdle in 
the development of indigenous cryo¬ 
genic engine for the flight of Geostation¬ 
ary Launch Vehicle (GSLV) with the suc¬ 
cessful completion of the design oJ 7.5 
tonne engine at its Valiamala complex 
at Thiruvananthapuram. 

The design of the 7.5 tonne Cryo 
Upper Stage (CUS) is meant for launch 
vehicles capable of putting more than 2500 
kg satellites into orbit. 

The first Russian cryogenic engine is 
expected to arrive by the end of the year 
for the flight of India's first GSLV late next 
year or early 1998. 

Subsequently, three more engines 
would arrive at an interval of six months. 
Since the four engines would have been 
exhausted by 2000, India has to develop 
its own cryo stage for GSLV flights be¬ 
yond 2000. 

Centre has so far sanctioned Rs 
350 crore for the development of in¬ 
digenous engines. Completion of the 
design of the scale engine and the un¬ 
derstanding of critical technologies, 
such as injection valves, ignition sys¬ 
tems and cooling systems, have given 
boost to the project. 

The project has been seriously pur¬ 
sued only since the middle of 1992, af¬ 
ter the Russians went back on their 
earlier technology along with the three 
engines. 

Realisation of cryogenic technology 
even by 2000 would be a shot in the arm 
for the Indian space programme as all 
other countries possessing this intricate 
technology have taken at least 10 years 
for its development. 
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Astronomers discover giant pods 

F LOATING in space, 450 light years away, are tadpole-shaped 
pods with comet-like heads, twice the diameter of our solar 
system, and tails 160 billion km long. And they may just be the 
first of trillions of such objects in the universe. 

The Hubble space telescope has returned pictures of these 
formations and it is on a search for more. Astronomers call the 
images "cometary knots" because their glowing heads and filmy 
tails superficially resemble comets, or giant tadpoles. 

Hubble astronomer C. Robert O'Dell and graduate student 
K. Handron, of Rice University in Houston, found the knots 
while exploring the Helix nebula, a ring of glowing gases in the 
constellation aquarius. 

They believe that the pods are the result of a dying star's 
final outbursts, when it ejects shells of gas into space. 

Using ground-based telescopes, researchers had known such 
objects were out there, but it took the Hubble, orbiting the earth, 
to find them in such abundance. 

Identical twins set to create space history 

T HEY look alike, often speak alike and sometimes even wear 
the same clothes. They are Mark and Scott Kelly, making 
space history as the first twins selected as NASA astronauts. 

The identical twins, both navy lieutenants and fighter pilots 
at the Naval Air Station at Patuxent River, Maryland, have been 
named as members of NASA's Astronaut Class of 19%. 

They will begin a year of astronaut training at the Johnson 
Space Centre in Houston and then be assigned to fly space 
shuttles. NASA had never before chosen siblings as astronauts, 
let alone twins. 

It is double pleasure for their parents as well The 32- 
year-old brothers are the only children of Richard and 
Patricia Kelly, retired police officers who live in Flagler 
Beach, Florida 

More than 2,400 people applied to become astronauts and 
35 were selected. Ten of them, including the Kelly twins, were 
chosen as shuttle pilot candidates. 

"They have just exactly the qualities we usually look for in 
the pilot programme and they both came highly regarded", said 
Duane Ross, manager of NASA's astronaut selection office. "The 
fact that they ate identical twins is inconsequential.'' 

Mark and Scott Kelly look and act so much alike that during 
their separate interviews with NASA last year, "the same one 
could have showed up and you'd never know the difference", 
. Ross said. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

IAAF ratifies pole vault mark 
THE International Amateur Athletic Fed¬ 
eration (IAAF) have ratified the women's 
pole vault record of 4.41 metres set by 
Emma George of Australia in Perth, It has 
also ratified the indoor women's record of 
4.28 metres set by Caivun Shun of China 
and 1,000 metres indoor time of 2 minites 

32.08 seconds achieved bv Maria Mutola 

✓ 

of Mozambique 

BADMINTON 

European Badminton Championships 

POUL-Erik Hoy er-Larsen claimed a record 
equalling third successive men's singles 
title as Denmark enjoyed a dean sweep at 
the European badminton champioships 
held at Herning (Denmark). 

CHESS 

Mohammad Hassan Memorial Contest 

INTERNATIONAL women's master 
An upama Gokhale created a new world 
record by winning the Mohammad Hassan 
Memorial international rating chess tour¬ 
nament held at Hyderabad. Bharat Petro¬ 
leum official, Anupama became the first 
lady in the history of Indian chess to win 
an all India level international rating tour¬ 
nament. 

CRICKET 

Singer Cup 

DESPITE Sanath Jayasriya's slambag 
half century, the fastest ever in one- 
day cricket, Sri Lanka lost the final of 
the Singer Cup to Pakistan by 43 runs. 
The three-nation tournament, with 
India being the third country, was 
played in Singapore. 

Pepsi Cup 

SOUTH Africa beat India by 38 runs to 
win the Pepsi Cup cricket tournament at 


i Sharjah. India scored 249 for 9 in reply to 
i South Africa's 287 for 5. Pakistan was the 
| third participating country. 

Cricketer of the year 

! INDIA'S vice captain Sachin Tendulkar has 
j been declared the Sun Grace-Mafatlal's 
; cricketer of the year for the 1995-96 sea- 

i son This is the third time that he has won 

. * 

the award. 

Pollock makes cricket history 
■ SOUTH Africa's Shaun Pollock has made 
history by taking 4 wickets in 4 balls in 
his debut of the England county cricket. 
Pollock became the first player to achieve 
1 the teat in the 25-year history of the com¬ 
petition. He finished his spell for 6 for 21 
in K) overs. 

, Morrison's Record 

I NEW ZEALAND fast bowler Danny 
; Morrison has the record of most ducks in 
' Test cricket. The previous record of 23 
; ducks was held bv Chandrashekhar, who 
coaid not use the bat due to a polio afflic- 
; tion. 

Sri Lanka-West Indies one-off one-day match 
i WORLD champions Sri Lanka, led by 
oftspinners Dharmasena and 
j Muralitharan, defeated West Indies by 35 
runs. The special match marked the 
| 100th birthday of the ground at Port of 
i Spain. 

| New Zealand-West Indies Test Series 
j First Test: A maiden Test century 
j by Nathan Astle failed to save New 
j Zealand from a defeat by West Indies 
\ in the first Test held at Bridgetown, 
j Man of "he match Sherwin Campbell 
1 scored a double century in the first 
j innings. 


FOOTBALL 

Beighton Cup 

BORDER Security Force, Jalandhar, 
edged out Tamil Nadu XI by one goat to 
; regain the Beighton Cjup after a gap of 
j 24 years at the Mohun Bagan ground in 
j Calcutta. 

GOLF 

j The 60th Masters 

: NICK Faldo won his third Masters when 
I Greg Norman blew a six-shot lead 
heading to the final round, the big¬ 
gest collapse in major tournament 
history, at the 60th Masters played in 
Augusta, USA 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

SWEDEN defeated India 5-0 to enter 
world group semi-finals. 

Indian Open 

THOMAS Enqvist justified his top billing 
by beating Byron Black of Zimbabwe in 
| the title match of the McDowell Indian 
i Open tennis championships held in New 
! Delhi, 
i 

! Japan Open 

j PETE S ampr as beat fellow American 
| Richey Reneberg 6-4,7-5 in the Japan Open 
j final in Tokyo. In die women’s singles fi- 
! nab, Kimiko Date beat American Amy 
j Frazier 7-5,6-4 for her fourth tide in five 

| years. 

! 

I 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
Asian Weightlifting Championships 
CHINA won both the men's and 
women's team titles of the Asian 
Weightlifting Champioships held at lb- 
kyo. They also has set five world record 
during the event. 
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Question Box 


Q. How does research done in Cen- I 
tral Rice Research Institute help in pro¬ 
duction of rice in India? 

—Namita Pattnaik, Cuttack (Orissa) 
A, Research in CRR1 leads to devel¬ 
opment of high yielding and quick grow¬ 
ing rice varieties. When these seeds are 
released and used commercially, it results 
in higher rice production in the country. 

Q. What is a company secretary ex¬ 
pected to do? 

» —Saurav Roy, Asartsol (WB) 

A. A company secretary is concerned 
with meeting legal provisions and those 
related to the share capital of a company. 

It is a middle to senior level position. 

Q. Which subjects should I take up 
for my Civil Services Examination? 

— R.K. Biswas, 24 Parganas (WB) 

A. The subjects you take up depends 
on your interest and what you have stud¬ 
ied till now. You will be the best judge to 
answer this question. 

Q. What are the job prospects after 
doing ICWA? 

—Sanut Kandpal, Rewa (MP) 
A. The Indian Cost and Works Accoun¬ 
tant (ICWA) will find employment in com¬ 
panies since he looks after the costs being 
incurred. As such, the prospects of ICWA 
are good. 

Q. What is the difference between 
rifle and machine gun? 

—Dibyaranjan Behera, Bhubaneswar 
A. A rifle will fire one shot every 
tune. The machine gun is automatic and 
will fire several rounds on pressing the 
trigger. 


Q. What is 'soap opera'? 

-S.K. Das , Hooghly (W.B) 
A. Soap Opera is a radio or TV serial 
drama. Since it was sponsored by soap 
companies, it got its name. Today, it would 
refer to any sentimental or melodramatic 
play on TV. 

Q. What is foreign institutional 
investor? 

—Ncetu Khanna, Jaipur 
A When foreign institutions such as 
banks and financial companies invest in 
another country they are known as for¬ 
eign institutional investors. 

Q. A small letter TT or 'C' is writ¬ 
ten after names of certain products. 
What is its meaning? 

—Vikas Gupta, Patiala 
A. The letters mean that the brand is 
a registered trade mark or is protected by 
copyright. No other person or company 
can use the name or style that it is written 
in. 

Q. I am doing a computer diploma 
course. I understand computers but I 
find it difficult to execute commands. 
Is it true that only a maths student can 
understand computers? How can I im¬ 
prove my logical reasoning? Please 
guide me as I am losing confidence. 

• —K. Maria Antonette, Madurai 
A. Proficiency in maths is not neces¬ 
sary to understand computers. Ask your 
instructor to help you with flow-charts and 
you will find things becoming clearer. You 
can also do the logical reasoning tests in 
Competition Master. If you still cannot do it, 
probably you lack aptitude. In that case, 
you should do something more suited to 


your personality. After all, everybody need 
not know programming. These days you 
can operate computers by knowing just 
some packages—you will be better off 
learning those. There is no need to feel 
discouraged or frustrated. 

j Q. How can any one become like 
j Vivekananda? 

! —Ashok Kumar Singh, Calcutta 

j A. One can become a great person like 
, Vivekananda by following the high ideals 
■ set by him. Study his life and teachings 
1 and try to follow them, both in letter and 
j spirit. Once we start living up to great ideas 
! in thought and deed, one becomes a great 
i soul. It is, however, a difficult task though 
j an achievable target. 

1 Q. Why can't men take pills for 
| birth control? 

j —Ranvier Thakur, Shimia 

A. Male contraceptive pills have been 
tried but have not succeeded. Research is 
j currently going on and one may be avail¬ 
able in a few years. At present females can 
use a contraceptive pill while men can 
undergo a simple operation for birth con¬ 
trol. 


Q. I am studying in the 10th stan¬ 
dard and would like to join NDA. What 
should I do? 

—Kritika Joshi, Udaipur (Rajasthan) 
A. The eligibility condition for NDA 
states that only male candidates are eli¬ 
gible. Thus, you cannot join NDA and 
should look for alternative career. If you 
still wish to join the army, there are several 
options open. These were covered in Com¬ 
petition Master, July 1995 issue. You can also 
obtain information from: Additional Direc- 
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torate General Recruiting (Women Entry Section) West Block 111, 
R.K. Puram, New Delhi—110 066. 


Q. 1 am a student of B.A. What can 1 do after graduation? 

—Goldy Shah Chawla, Hansi (Haryana) 
A. What you do after graduation depends on your interest 
and aptitude. You can take up M.A. in one of your subjects or do 
a job-oriented course. The choice really is yours. You can talk to 
a counsellor to help you make up your mind. 

Q. 1 want to become an expert in English writing and 
speaking. Please give me some suggestions. 

—Krishna Chettn, Rothar (West Sikkim) 
A To write good English, read books of great authors and 
study their craft. Try writing letters and essays by organising your 
thoughts. Speaking is also learnt by practice. Listen to the BBC 
and try to speak like them A good linguistic teacher can help you 
become an expert in pronunciation and speech. 

Q. 1 am doing my B.E. in Electronics. Should I do MBA? 

— Vwek Mohan Gupta, Varanasi (UP) 
A The question can really be answered by your own self. 
If you want to become a manager, you should do MBA. If 
electronics is what you like, you should look for a job that will 
help you work with electronics, or take up a higher degree in 
your subject. 

Q. I am keen to make a career in environment. What can 
an arts student do? 

—Neetu Sharma, Meerut (UP) 
A. You don't have to be a science graduate to work in 
the field of environment Many organisations look for Mas¬ 
ter in Social Welfare (MSW) or rural management back¬ 
ground. You can take up any of these and work in the field 
of environment. 

Q. What is the difference between a spacecraft and a 
rocket? 

—Rolika Gupta, Lucknow (UP) 
A. A rocket is a launching device, which carries its cargo into 
space. The cargo may consist of a spacecraft, a vehicle capable of 
moving in space and carrying astronauts. 

Q. Why do ants move in a line? 

— P.T. Scena, Thiruvamnthapuram 
A. Ants do not have eyes by which they know where to go. 
The leader of a group of ants releases a scent which the others pick 
up and follow it. Thus they move in a straight line, following the 
path of their leader. It helps them from getting lost and also makes 
life simpler. 


BOOKS FOR 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE 

EXAMINATION 1996 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 


R.8 Aggqrwal ADVANCEDOBJECnVECEN.KNOWLEDGE 1. !'>* 14000 
Maniram s C. K. DIGEST A GENERAL STUDIES 57» 19% : ^ ix) 
R.K Jam : INSTANT KNOWLEDGE IM no 

nwwBft yifw xflp _no in* 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION ' 


T Saran : PRECIS WRI TING A DRAFTING 30/e 1995 40 00 

oitiri afh 41100 

AS Kapur A GUIDE TO BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE 76.00 
DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH-HINDI USAGE & 
TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY l/e 19% Hi) 00 


BOTANY 


B P. Pandey COLLEGE BOTANY VOL I ! 7f< 00 

COLLEGE BOTANY VOL .11 m < KJ 

EMBRYOLOGY OF ANGIOSPERMS moo 

PLANT ANATOMY X<ilO 

ECONOMIC BOTANY SO 00 

SK. Verna . PLANT PHYSIOLOGY A BIOCHEMISTRY 1)0.00 


ZOOLOGY 


Jordan A Verna : INVERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY 160 00 

CHORDATE ZOOLOCY & ANIMAL PHYSIOLOGY 145 00 
Verna, A Aggarwal . CHORDATE EMBRYOI OG\ 110 00 

Verma, Tyagi <* Aggarwal : ANIMAL PHYSIO. & ECOLOGY 95 00 
J L. Jam : FUNDAMENTALS OF BIOCHEMISTRY 100 IS) 

Ahsan A Smha : ECONOMIC ZOOLOGY 25 00 


PHYSICS 


Mathur rMECHANICS 110 00 

Murugheshan : MODERN PHYSICS 75 00 

Bn,lalA Subrahmamam : HEAT* THERMODYNAMICS 70<)n 
A.K Oanguh : TEXTBOOK OF W AVES * OSCILLATIONS 42 00 
V.K Mehta : PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRONICS HO 00 

.S'.A’. Gftoshal : ATOMIC * NUCLEAR PHYSICS (VOL H| i 75 00 


CHEMISTRY 


Baht et at : ESSENTIALS OF PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY 150 00 
R D Madan : MODERN INORGANIC CHEMISTRY 225 00 

BS Baht : ADVANCED ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 270.00 

Gurtu A Kapoor : ORGANIC REACTIONS * REAGENTS 85 00 


STATISTICS 


| Saxena : PROBABILITY & ITS APPLICATION 30 00 


Saxena A Surendran : STATISTICAL INFERENCE to Oil 

Gupta A Hua : OPERATIONS RESEARCH 135 00 


SOLVED PROBLEMS IN OPERATIONS RESEARCH ' 25 00 


MATHEMATICS 


Kapoor A Saxena : MATHEMATICAL STATIS1 ICS 80 00 

RS. Aggarwal : MODERN ALGEBRA <5 00 

Raislnghama : HYDRODYNAMICS 1353k) 

FLUID DYNAMICS 150(H) 

ADVANCED DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 90 00 
INTEGRAL TRANSFORMS 6000 

LAPLACE * FOURIER TRANSFORMS 50 00 

Shanti Saroyan : ANALYTICAL SOLID GEOMETRY 45.00 


-O- S CHAND & COMPANY LTD. 


PUBLISHERS DISTRIBUTORS 
r- A!..' N<V,AR Nl w DELHI-110 l')S r j Pnont' . 7772D80-&V8?. 










The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. What is the name of the book writ- Valley in Himachal Pradesh will be cel- Ans. The country's trade deficit 

ten by the grand-daughter of the slain Is- ebrating its 1000th year spread over two touched $ 4,538billion in 1995-96, which is 

raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin? weeks. It was founded in 996 AD by a more than double the deficit of $ 2,027 bil- 

Ans. Grief and Hope the book describes Buddhist scholar from Western Tibet, Rin- lion in 1994-95. In March a positive trade 

her grandfather from her personal view- Chen Sangpo. balance was achieved with imports exceed- 

point. Q. What is the level of gem and ing imports by $ 82million. 

Q. What is the name of the airline jewellery exports from India? Exports for 1995-96 are estimated at 

which has been started as a subsidiary of Ans. Gem and jewellery exports from $ 31.831 billion, signifying a growth rate ot 
Indian Airlines? India are $5,433 million in 1995-96,.com- j 21.38% over last year's exports of $26,223 

Ans. Alliance Air, the wholly owned pared to $ 4,693 million in the previous j billion, 

subsidiary of Indian Airlines, started op- year, showing an increase of 15.8% and sur- i Q. Which cricketer made history by 

erations on April 15,1996. passing the target of $ 5,420 million. It con- j taking 4 wickets in 4 balls? 

Q. Which is the world's tallest build- tinues to be one of the highest foreign | Ans. South Africa's Shaun Pollock, 
ing? exchange earners for the country and ; who took 4 w’ickets in 4 balls in his debut 

Ans. Kuala l.umpur’s Petronas Twin nearly one fifth of the country's exports i for the England county Warwickshire 

Towers are now' the world's tallest build- are accounted for by this segment j against Leicestershire, 

ings, as declared by the Council on Tall Q. Which two companies have | Q. Which is the world's oldest sports 

Buildings and Urban Habitat in Chicago. merged recently to make India's thiidlarg- j daily? 

The 88 storey building, measuring 452 i est private sector company? 1 Ans. The Gazettadello Sport, the pink 

metres, beat the 110 floor Sears Tower, j Ans. Hindustan Lever Ltd and Brooke j paged newspaper of Italy, celebrated its 

w'hich had held (he record for the last 22 Bond India Ltd. * ! 100th anniversary with a bumper 124 page 

years Q. Which company has launched j edition It is the oldest sports daily in the 

Q. When was (lie World Heritage Day India's first DAMA VSAT service? j world, nicknamed La Rosea, or the Pink 

celebrated? Ans. Telstra V-Com,ajoint venture of One 

Ans. Hie World Heritage Day was cel- Telstra Corporation of Australia, India's Q. Who has been arrested in the US 

ebrated on April 18 The objective w r as to international communications gateway for being Unabomber, tire terrorist who had 

unite global efforts in preservation and j ’Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd (VSNI.) and i been bombing targets for 18 years? 

propagation of the cultural heritage of the ! Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Ser- i Ans Theodore Kacx vnski. a former 

world. The celebration was organised by ' vices I td, commissioned India's DAMA j maths teacher. He was nicknamed 

tlie Archaeological Survey of India w'hich ! VSAT service on A pjil 2(099 6. | Unabomber because his early targets were 

has 3,560 monuments under its protection Telstra V-Com'is the first satellite com- ! universities and airlines 

and preservation. Of these, 16 have been mumeations company to use DAMA tech- | Q. What is the name of the condition 

declared World Heritage Monuments in- ! nology for VSAT services. This technology ! in w'hich people lack the ability (o show 

eluding Agra Port, Taj, Fatehpur Sikri, j uses a single hub satellite communication j facial expressions? 

Ajanta, hltora, k’lephanta Caves, Churches j to provide flexible, reliable and cost effec- ; Ans. Moebius syndrome, W'hich is a 

ot Goa, Mahabalipuram, Khajuraho and j five voice, data and video communications. rare condition in which a person does not 

Sanchi j Q. The tenth anniversary of which have cranial nerves in the face. A person 

Q. When was the vVorld Book Day j disaster was celebrated recently? who has it cannot exhibit facial expressions 

celebrated? ; Ans. Thousands of tearful mourners and has a "mask-like face". 


Ans. The United Nations Educational, j gathered near the Chernobyl nuclear plant, Q. Where is the first-ever international 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation j in Ukraine, to mark the.tenth anniversary food technolgy fair being held? 
(UNESCO) decided to celebrate April 23 as ! of the world’s worst nuclear disaster, Ans. The first-ever international food 

World Book and Copyright Day. The pro- i Chernobyl's reactor had exploded on April technology fair, Anuga Foodtec, will be 

posal to celebrate this was put forward by j 26. 1986 releasing 200 times as much ra- held in Cologne, Germany, from Novem- 

Spain. The Federation of Indian Publishers ; diation as the atomic bombs dropped on be r5-9.1996 . Several Indian companies will 

extended the celebrations in India as well, j Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined. The participate in the fair. It is being organised 

Q. Which monastery will be celebrat- j radioactive cloud across Europe had con- by Koln Messe, the third largest exhibition 

ing its 1000th year from June 20 to July 5, j laminated millions of people. company in Europe, in cooperation with 

1996? | Q-What was the level of trade deficit German Agricultural Society (DLG). 

Ans. The Tabo monastery in the Spiti 1 of India in 1995-96? 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 


Model Paragraphs 


"Taking a new step, uttering a new 
word, is what people fear most." 

— F. Dostoyevski 
Most of the people are used to 
following the beaten track and uttering 
the words and phrases already in 
circulation. Perhaps such an attitude to 
life seems easy to pursue and achieve. 
Like the birth of a new life, the concep¬ 
tion of a new idea or a word, is both 
painful and promising. What people 
fear the most is the uncertainty and 
uneasiness that any new move or 
movement can cause to the established 
order. Any effort to introduce or coin 
new words or phrases in keeping with 
the tone and tune of times, though very 
much natural and desirable, is bound to 
effect ripples in the smooth waters of a 
language and its rigid parameters. If 
conformism is the easier option to 
follow than picking up new challenges, 
there is no dearth of such persons as 
can take the bull by the horns to prove 
that 'if old is gold' the 'new is equally 
exciting and exuberant'. Each new 
invention or discovery upsets the apple 
cart and creates a few fears and appre¬ 
hensions but with the passage of time 
the once 'new and unheard' becomes a 
part and parcel of life later on. 

"From the sublime to the ridiculous, 
there is only one step." 

—Napoleon Bonaparte 
Just as there is many a slip between 
cup and lip, in the same vein the 
danger of falling from the sublime 
situation to the ridiculous rigmarole is 
equally true and troublesome. Discre¬ 
tion is the best part of valour but 
indiscretion is also a trait of human 
character. A slip of tongue may make a 
mess of an otherwise pleasant occasion 


and cause an irreparable damage to j 
mutual relations. No one can say with 
certainty that the decline from the high 
to die low, the right to the wrong, is j 
always predictable. Sometimes events ! 
overtake us with such a speed and 
surprise that we are found at our wit's I 
end and as a result of our confused ! 
state of mind, we burn our own fingers j 
by crossing the forbidden barrier be¬ 
tween the sublime and the ridiculous. | 
More often than not, people make a fool j 
of themselves by over-sight or over- i 
confidence and mar their hard earned 1 
reputation by indulging in acts that ; 
bring only disdain and disgrace. Disci¬ 
pline and dedication are the inalienable 
ingredients of human psyche that can 
save them from forsaking the sublime 
path and embracing the ridiculous 
short-cuts. 

j "Every man wastes a part of life to 
i gain applause." 

—Samuel Johnson 
To be flattered and applauded is a 
common human weakness. Wittingly or 
j unwittingly, every man nurses a desire 
I to be known and then praised for 
j something he or she does in life. Quite 
often we waste a part of life to catch 
others' attention and their approval, 
which like a bubble is both unreal and 
transitory. We are aware of the fact that 
most of the cheers that we imagine to 
hear in appreciation of our work, are 
empty noises raised for a while and 
then lost for ever. Since every moment 
of life is precious and paramount, it is a 
sin to waste our breath over dungs that 
are passing and puerile. Blessed are a 
few, endowed with rare qualities of their 
head and heart, who win the apprecia¬ 
tion of their admirers. Such men do not 
belong to the ordinary species as far as 


their perceptions and practices are 
concerned They nourish no mean 
desire to become famous tor the sake ot 
fame. A genuine gem of men, employ 
every moment of life for something 
higher, nobler and sublimer than the 
deceptive, illusory and fleeting ap¬ 
plause. 

"Hypocrisy cannot be practised at 
spare moments, it is a whole-time 
job." 

—W. Somerset Maugham 
The inclination to conceal one's 
insincerity in the garb of sweet words 
and impressive gestures is not like 
entertaining oneself for a while and 
then giving up the mask and appear in 
true colours. A hypocrite is a past 
master in the craft of showing others in 
| less appealing colours and contours. He 
! trades in double-talk and double- 
| dealing all tire time. Without clinging to 
; hypocrisy, he linds himself helpless and 
; deficient. For him hypocrisy is a cult 
I that he must uphold at all costs. He 
, never cares to deliberate over the harm 
that he inflicts on himself as well as on 
others. Hypocrisy may bring a tew 
| gains in the short run but the damage it 
; does to an individual's psyche and the 
j society at large is immense and igno- 
} minious. Since hypocrisy is the second 
! nature, its exposure brings nothing 
! but snipes and sneers. Calling a 
person's bluff and then showing him 
his proper place, may mend matters 
for him in future. But the fate of a 
hypocrite is really irremediable be¬ 
cause without insincerity or hypocrisy, 
he finds himself hanging in a vacuum 
with neither any sense of pride in his 
past nor any hope of big transforma¬ 
tion in his pretentious postures in 
I future. 
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RBI Question Paper (1996) 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. 1. Comment on India's policy with 
respect to: 

(n) Agricultural prices 

Despite rapid industrialization in re- j 
cent years, India is still a primarily agrar¬ 
ian country. Therefore, the prices of ! 
toodgrains and agricultural raw materials | 
hold a key position in the price structure J 
of the country. A rise or fall in the agricul¬ 
tural prices causes a rise or fall in the gen¬ 
eral price level. The government lays a lot 
of stress on prices in the agriculture sector. 
The government policy keeps in view the 
need to provide incentive to the producer 
for adapting improved technology and for 
maximizing production and the likely ef- 
iect of the price policy on the rest of the 
economy, particularly on the cost of liv¬ 
ing, on wages, industrial cost structure etc 
The Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices (CACP) advises the government 
on fixation of procurement /support prices 
While recommending these prices, the 
CACP takes into consideration, various 
factors such as cost of production, input- 
output prke parity, trends in market prices, 
inter-crop price parity and parity between 
prices paid and prices received, etc. Gov- j 
ernment fixes the procurement/support 
prices after reviewing the recommenda¬ 
tions of CACP. The government announces 
procurement/minimum support prices for | 
each season and also arranges procure- 
rnent/prire support operations through 
public/cooperative and other State-desig- 
nati’d agencies. Procurement prices/sup¬ 
port prices set the floor to and significantly 
influence open market prices. These are in 
the nature of a guarantee.that tire prices 
will not be allowed to fall below these 
IpvcIs as the government will then inter¬ 
vene and make purchases at the guaran¬ 
teed price. 


Agriculture in India is seasonal and 
supply of agricultural goods is subject to 
serious fluctuations. Agricultural prices 
may rise faster at times and fall rapidly at 
some other time due to a temporary im¬ 
balance of supply and demand. Fluctua¬ 
tions in the prices of foodgrains and 
agricultural goods have serious conse¬ 
quences for the producers and consumers 
and could be exploited easily by the 
middlemen. Therefore, the problem of 
stabilisation of prices of agricultural 
goods, specially foodgrains, becomes sig¬ 
nificant. 

Stabilisation of agricultural prices is 
very important. The government uses 
three elements for stabilisation of prices— 
appropriate support prices, buffer stock 
operations and imports when necessary 
India has been following the policy of 
buffer stock operations in foodgrains. 
Major problems of buffer stock operations 
relate to pricing, finance, warehousing, 
administration, etc. Imports of foodgrains 
and other agricultural goods also play an 
important role in maintaining domestic 
supplies and for stabilising prices. 

(b) Agricultural Exports 

Agricultural and allied products' ex¬ 
ports include coffee, tea, oil cakes, tobacco, 
cashew kernels, spices, sugar, raw cotton, 
rice, fish and fish preparations, meat and 
meat preparations, vegetable oils, fruits, 
vegetables and pulses. For a long time 
before independence, and even after 
planned economic development started, 
India exported mainly these goods. But 
since 1%0, under the impact of industri¬ 
alization, exports of non-traditional items 
arc gaining in importance. Exports of tra¬ 
ditional items are expanding, though 
probably not to the extent desired. This is 


evident in growth in cotton fabrics, tea, 
leather and leather goods. 

In almost all the non-oil producing 
developing countries, agricultural com¬ 
modities or value-addded products from 
agriculture account tor a major portion of 
their export earnings. In India, the total 
exports of agricultural exports (excluding 
tea, coffee, marine products and raw t ot- 
ton) during W2-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 
were Rs 5686.81 crore, Rs 7532 99 crore and 
Rs 7049.05 crore, respectively. Important 
items of agricultural exports are rice, 
cashewnuts, horticulture and floriculture 
products, coffee and tea. Share of agricul¬ 
tural exports in total exports was only 8 56 
per cent in 1994-95 

India's share, in the world trade in 
j agricultural commodities is less than 1 per 
cent. For over lour decades industry re¬ 
mained highly protected and agriculture 
served as a source of cheap raw materials 
tor the domestic industry, a very large 
segment of which was inefficient and glo¬ 
bally non-competitivc This had a damp¬ 
ening effect on agricultural exports and 
investment in agriculture. 

However, now there are efforts te 
check this imbalance between agriculture 
and industry. There was an increase in the 
volume of agricultural exports during 
1995-96. This has been possible because ol 
a number of policy changes. Import du¬ 
ties on capital goods, particularly foi 
greenhouse equipment and plant and 
machinery necessary for food processing 
industries have been reduced. Also, credil 
for export is now easily available. 

Indian agriculture is now beginning 
to appear globally competitive. The glo¬ 
bal environment together with pragmatic 
domestic pricing policies for agriculture 
exports augurs well for overall agriculturt 
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development. 

Q. 2. Discuss the following: 

(a)WTO 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) is a 
multilateral trade organisation. It was set 
up to replace the erstwhile GATT (Gen¬ 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). The 
main aim of the organisation is to lower 
the tariff multilaterally among the mem¬ 
ber nations and covers almost the entire 
world community. All member countries 
are supposed to accord the Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) status to one another which 
would result in increased trade among 
them. 

WTO was formed on January 1,1995 
after negotiations in the Uruguay Round 
of GATT for several years. Several new 
issues like Trade Related Intellectual Prop¬ 
erty Rights (TRIPs), Trade Related Invest- ! 
ment Measures (TRIMs) and Trade in 
Services were the new concepts that 
formed the basis of the new negotiations 
and agreement. 

Provisions of WTO will not only as¬ 
sist in enhancing the trade in merchan¬ 
dise but will also step up trade in services 
by easing the restrictions on cross-border 
service transactions Formally, the birth of 
WTO took place on January 1,1995 but it 
had actually come into being on April 15, 
1994 at Marrakesh when most of tire mem¬ 
ber countries signed the historic agree¬ 
ment A time period of 10 years has been 
given to the developing countries to pre¬ 
pare themselves for the functioning of 
WTO, by making legislative and adminis¬ 
trative changes. 

WTO is expected to benefit the mem¬ 
ber countries. It is a well-established prin¬ 
ciple of economic theory that a country 
should largely produce and export only 
those commodities in which it enjoys com¬ 
parative advantage. Thus, all the coun¬ 
tries of the world can enjoy the fruits of 
comparative advantage and gain. On the 
basis of this elementary principle, the 
world community anticipates an addi¬ 
tional global income gain of $ 500 billion 
annually. Free trade in services will make 
available better services at cheaper rates 


to the world community. 

India will also gain from the new 
organisation. If we don't join this 
organisation, almost three-fourth of the 
world market would be out of bounds. 
Being an agricultural economy, several 
new breeds of plants, seeds or animals 
have been developed here which could 
become entitled to claim payment for 
patents. Indian gains in the income levels 
could be about $ 2 to $ 3 billion per annum. 

(b) IMF 

The International Monetary Fund was 
established in December 1945, after the 
ratification of the Articles of Agreement of 
the Fund, formulated at the United Na¬ 
tions Monetary and Financial Conference 
held at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire 
in 1944. In 1947, it became a specialised 
agency. 

The purposes of the fund are to en- 
| courage monetary co-operation, facilitate 
i the expansion and growth of International 
! trade, assist member countries in correcl- 
I ing Balance of Payments deficits and pro- 
j mote Foreign Exchange Stability. 

| The fund relies on contributions by 
i members and borrowing arrangements to 
finance its operations. Member contribu¬ 
tions, payable in SDRs, other members' 
currencies or its own currency, are deter¬ 
mined by a quota system which assigns 
each member a quota related to its na¬ 
tional income, monetary reserves, ratio of 
exports to national income and other eco¬ 
nomic indicators. 

A number of credit regulations, 
known as tranche policies, control mem¬ 
bers' access to the fund’s general resources, 
i The tranche policies limit purchases of 
foreign currencies by a member to some 
multiple oi its quota but this figure can be 
as much as 440per cent for countries which 
can avail themselves of all the existing 
facilities. 

In addition to the normal stand-by 
facilities, the fund has established a com¬ 
pensatory scheme for financing temporary 
export fluctuations, a Buffer stock financ¬ 
ing facility, an extended facility which 
provides medium term financing for up 


to 4 years to enable members to overcome 
structural balance of payments difficulties, 
a structural adjustment facility and an 
enhanced structural adjustment facility 
(the latter two facilities are important as 
they help low income countries improve 
their growth prospects). 

In 1967, a draft outline for a scheme 
of Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) was 
produced, to augment international li¬ 
quidity. The first allocation of SDRs took 
place in 1970, with subsequent allocations 
in 1971, 1972, 1979, 1980 and 1981. The 
SDR is an accounting creation without any 
backing, which, subject to a variety of 
conditions, debtor countries may use to 
settle debts. 

Apart from making loans, the other 
main function of the IMF is the surveil¬ 
lance of the exchange rate policies of 
members in an attempt to secure consis¬ 
tency in macro-economic policies at the 
world level. This is done by engaging in 
annual or biennial discussion with mem¬ 
bers. 

Executive authority for the Fund's 
operations is vested in a Board of Gover¬ 
nors composed of two representatives from 
each member country. Daily activities of 
the fund are conducted by a permanent 
staff under the supervision of the Manag¬ 
ing Director and Board of Executive Di¬ 
rectors. 

Q. 3. Write notes on the following: 

(a) Status of women in Indian 
Society 

Status is 'the legal character or condi¬ 
tion of a person or thing' ... 'a relative 
position, especially, relative social or pro¬ 
fessional position'. Linton described the 
status of women as "the position of 
woman as an individual in the social struc¬ 
ture defined by her designated rights and 
obligations". Status is also defined as a 
woman's access to various resources— ma¬ 
terial (food, income, land etc.) and 
social (knowledge, power, prestige). Sta¬ 
tus of women is usually measured both in 
absolute terms and relative to men. 

1971 onwards, there has been a 
marked change in the status of women. 
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This is due to the improvement in infant j 
mortality, total fertility rate, gross j 
reporduction rate, child-woman ratio and j 
I ife expectancy at age one. Various schemes j 
undertaken for rural development also 
influenced such changes. Schemes initi¬ 
ated had dual effects—uplifting the socio- i 
economic conditions of women as well as , 
soh ing the problem of over-population 

TJie status of women is better than 
be I ore. About 1.37 million women had ! 
benefitted from the support to Training j 
and Employment Programme for Women ] 
(STEP) Scheme, upto December 1994. | 
Women get reservation and priority in j 
special employment and poverty allevia- ! 
tion schemes There is a greater access to j 
employment opportunities and women ! 
seem to be making a mark in male-domi- : 
nated areas like Defence Forces, hr terms i 
of access to material and social resources, S 
women in India enjoy a better status than J 
their counterparts in other South Asian j 
and African countries. But there are varia¬ 
tions within India also. The overall female 
literacy rate is 39.29—extreme variations 
manifest, as high as 86.2 per cent in Kerala 
and 20.4 per cent in Rajasthan. 

However, the problems faced by 
women are also prominent—poverty, mal¬ 
nutrition, female infanticide being some 
major ones. According to the UNDP Hu¬ 
man Development Report, 1995 India has 
a maternal mortality rate of 460 (per lakh 
live birth). The school enrolment ratio for 
women is only 46 (Male = 100) and the 
percentage ot economically active girl 
children is 11. India is ranked 99th on a 
list of 130 countries for the GEM (Gen¬ 
der Empowerment Measure) which re¬ 
flects disparities between men and 
women. In India, women earn only 19 
per cent of the national income because 
90 per cent of them work in the 
unorganised sector for low-pay or no¬ 
pay jobs. Women workers are, by and 
large, an undervalued lot. 

While the status of women has im¬ 
proved over the years, a lot remains to be 
done. India still cannot boast of giving its 
women their fair share and place in soci¬ 
ety. 


(b) Minorities in India 
There are two major categories of 
minorities in India (1) Linguistic Minori¬ 
ties : The Constitution of India recognises 
eighteen major languages spoken by a 
large majority of the people and hundred 
of other languages and dialects are spo¬ 
ken by the people in rural areas. Hindi is 
the official language Since each of the 
States has an official language, those who 
speak another language as their mother 
tongue often regard themselves as belong¬ 
ing to a linguistic minority The largest 
‘Stateless', linguistic minorities are Bodo 
(0.5 million), Nepali (1.4 million), Konkani 
(1.5 million), Santhali (3.8 million) etc. An¬ 
other set ot linguistic minority groups 
comprises those who speak an official lan¬ 
guage other than the language of the State 
m which they live These minorities are 
concentrated in Assam, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and 
West Bengal (2) Religious Minorities . 
Although Hinduism is the religion of the 
majority of Indians, there are important 
| religious minorities such as Muslims and 
Sikhs who have been able to maintain 
j their group identities. 

The Indian Constitution lists various 
measures to protect the minorities. Cul¬ 
tural, linguistic and religious rights of all 
sections are to be protected. The Constitu¬ 
tion is secular and does not promote any 
religion as State religion. Citizens have the 
right to conserve their distinct languages, 
scripts or cultures [Article 29-(l)]. The 
Constitution also provides that the me¬ 
dium of instruction upto the Primary 
; school level should be in the mother , 
[ tongue of the children belonging to lin- j 
I guistic minorities. All minorities have fun- 
i damental rights to establish and 
j administer educational insti tutions of their 
j choice. The President can appoint a Spe- 
! cial Officer to investigate all matters per¬ 
taining to the safeguards provided to the 
linguistic minorities. No citizen can be 
j denied admission in State-owned educa¬ 
tional institutions, on the basis of caste, 
religion, language or race etc. The State 
cannot discriminate against any educa¬ 
tional institution on the ground that it is 


| under the management of a minority, re- 
| ligious or linguistic, while granting aid to 
j ed ucational institutions. No person can be 
! discriminated against in the matter of 
j public employment on the grounds of race, 
| religion or caste. 

Minorities have gained an increasing 
group consciousness and this shows no 
signs of withering under the forces of 
modernisation. These demands include 
| demand for the creation of new States 
I (Bodoland, Jharkhand and Gorkhaland), 
! linguistic recognition, reservations, secu- 
i ritv 

; India contains a medley of religious, 
caste and linguistic groups. Minorities 
| have been described as "people who do 
not share what they regard as the central 
i symbols of the society invariably view 
; themselves as a minority”. In the Indian 
context, minority and majority status is a 
i matter of self-ascription. What could be a 
| minority from one perspective could be a 
majority from another Thus tire problem 
of minorities is complex in India. 

Q. 4. Is caste a dying institution in 
the Indian Society? What factors are re¬ 
sponsible for the eradication/reinforce¬ 
ment of the institution of caste in India? 

Ans. The word 'caste' is derived from 
the Portuguese word 'casta' signifying 
j breed, race or kind According to Hindu 
1 tradition the caste system owes its origir 
to the four 'Varnas', derived from the Brah 
min, who is supposed to have come from 
the mouth of the deity, the - <hnlrii/a whe 
was created from his arms, the Vaishya whe 
was formed from his stomach, the Sudri 
born from his feet. 

Caste is a fundamental aspect of the 
social structure in India. Along with the 
economic foundation upon which it is 
based, caste forms a major parametrii 
variable of the Indian political system. The 
role of caste in political dynamics is gradu 
ally increasing. A major factor in reinforc 
ing the role of caste is its importance ir 
competitive politics. Political parties anc 
politicians endeavour to mobilise socia 
groups to build as wide a support base fo: 
themselves as possible. Caste is one of th» 
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most easily identifiable social clusters 
whose members can be motivated for col¬ 
lective or parallel action. Therefore, poli¬ 
ticians remain keen to exploit this factor 
for their own gain. Observation of voting 
behaviour has shown that caste is gener¬ 
ally perceived as providing "an extensive 
basis for mobilizing support in politics and 
elections". The concept of 'vote bank’ is 
popular with politicians. However, the 
influence of caste becomes lesser as one 
moves up the political hierarchy At higher 
levels, constituencies become larger in 
geographical spread and increasingly 
multicaste in their social composition and 
furhtcr, as non-personal and secular issues 
begin to overshadow immediate personal 
and sectional interests. Thus, politics at 
the State level becomes less casteist’ than 
at the village level At the national level, 
the incidence is marginal rather than de¬ 
cisive. 

The importance of caste varies from 
Stale to State and from region to region. 
Some States are more susceptible to influ¬ 
ence of caste tnan others. 

A number ol scholar- and journalists 
find in caste a complete explanation of 
the nature of political activity in India. 
These people project caste as the sole or 
definitive determinant of political, and 
more especially voting, behaviour. Tins is 
not completely true. Caste remains an 
important variable but it is not the only 
factor that determines political activity. 
Politicization of caste has changed its char¬ 
acter and there have been certain devel¬ 
opments that have changed its operations. 
One noteworthy structural change is the 
formation of caste associations and caste 
federations. This is a direct outcome of 
the adjustment that caste has had to make 
as an actor in competitive politics. 

Other manifestations of caste 
politicization in India are the more recent 
but fast growing assertiveness of 
landowning middle castes and increasing 
mobilization into politics of lower castes. 

The caste system has persisted 
through successive changes of political 
authority. It has gone through various 
changes. Caste is no longer inevitably 


linked with occupation. Although still a 
major hold in rural India, caste has been 
gradually losing its hold in urban areas. 
Social change and some amount of legis¬ 
lation helps in weakening the foundation 
of caste. Modernization of India—indus¬ 
trialization, mechanization of agriculture , 
and Green Revolution, changing socio- j 
economic milieu and the working of par- ! 
ticipatory democracy help in lessening the 
dominance of castes. 

1 Caste, therefore, remains an impor- 
i tant but not the primary dominant factor j 
j in the Indian social structure. It is not a \ 
! dving institution, though one that has j 
! been gradually loosening its hold. It has j 
1 been reinforced by the role of politics, j 
1 Another factor that plays a major role is ; 
1 the reservation at all levels on the basis of j 

i i 

1 caste This also adds momentum to the j 
. institution ol caste. j 

Caste is inherently restrictive, inegali- j 
tarian, tissiparous and its hold on demo- j 
; cratic politics will have to bebroken before J 
1 the political process can become a vehicle 
‘ to. social transformation. 

Q. 5. Discuss the problems of sched¬ 
uled tribes in India. Do you see a conflict 
between maintaining tribal identity and 
bringing the tribals into the mainstream 
of Indian society? 

Ans. Scheduled tribes still form a 
: backward class in India. Tribal and hill 
; areas arc quite backward as compared to 
! other regions The North Pastern region is 
1 one such mam region. People living in 
; Assam, Tripura, Arunacha! Pradesh, 
j Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland com¬ 
plain that proper attention has not been 
1 paid towards their development. These 
! regions are geographically important bc- 
! cause the boundaries of Assam, Manipur 
! and Tripura touch China, Burma and 
j Bangladesh Tea, oil and minerals are 
found ir abundance in these States but 
the peop'e of these States are not satisfied 
as regaids the development of industries 
related to these products. 

A programme under the name of 'pi¬ 
lot project' was started in 1971-72 for die 
development of the tribal areas of Bihar, 


Uttar Pradesh and Orissa but the condi¬ 
tion of these regions is very bad even to¬ 
day. Santhal Pargana, a tribal region of 
Bihar is very perturbed by the Forest Policy 
of the government. Tribal people work on 
daily wages with contractors. They are 
paid very low wages. In the tribal regions 
of Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh, the condition of the people is very 
bad and people arc victims of exploita¬ 
tion even today. 

Even the hilly areas of Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir have not developed properly even 
though the Government has made several 
plans for the development of these region** 
The benefits of these plans have not 
reached every person. 

Neglect of such areas causes problems 
of regional imbalance. This results in a 
feeling of separatism in these people. It 
also results in violent movements. There 
is an increasing demand in States for more 
autonomy. Besides, there is an increase in 
demand for separate States. This also re¬ 
sults in a greater tension between Centre 
and States. Inter-State tensions, social ten¬ 
sions and tensions in big cities become 
common. Regionalism assumes four main 
forms in the political field: (a) secession 
from the Indian Union (b) demand for 
! separate Statehood (i) demand for full- 
fledged Statehood (J) inter-State disputes. 

Bringing the tribes into the main- 
! stream involves a greater number ot com- 
j plications than is obvious, especially when 
j their identity has to be maintained To 
j bring them into the mainstream, they have 
; to be given equal rights with respect to 
i education, voting, basic amenities in society, 
; residence. However, giving or maintaining 
; their identity implies that they still remain a 
J little separate from the rest of the society. 
; Therefore, while bringing them into tire 
j mainstream would not be a problem in it- 
! self, if this has to be balanced with maintain- 
! ing their identity then this would include 
j giving them special rights. This can be made 
| possible if the concerned authorities are care¬ 
ful in formulating such policies and making 
sure that these do not result in creation of 
dividing forces in society 
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MANAGEMENT 

Business G.K. 


We continue our series on Business GK to help you prepare far MBA en¬ 
trance tests and interviews. 

COMPANY INITIALS 

What do the initials after the names of companies mean? You 
can figure out the country which the company belongs to if you 
know the meaning of the letters: 


Initials 

Country 

Meaning 

lid. 

India 

Public Limited Company 

AB 

Sweden 

Incorporated (Aktiebolag) 

AG 

Germany 

Incorporated (Akdengesellschaft) 

A/S 

Norway 

Incorporated (Aksjeselskap) 

Bhd 

Malaysia 

Incorporated (Berhad) 

Cia 

Spain 

Company (Campania) 

Cie. 

France 

Company (Compagnie) 

GmbH 

Germany 

Limited Liability Company 
(Gesellschaft mitbeschrankter 
Haftung) 

KK 

Japan 

Joint Stock Corporation 
(KabushikiKaisha) 

Ltda. 

Latin 

limited liability Company 


countries 

(Limitada) 

NV 

Netherlands 

Incorporated 

(Naamlose \fennootschap) 

Oy 

Finland 

Incorporated (Osakeyhtiot) 

PIC or Ltd 

Britain 

Public Limited Company 

ET. 

Indonesia 

Limited Company 
(Perusahaan Terbatas) 

Pte 

Singapore 

Private limited Company 

Pty 

Australia 

Proprietary 

SA 

France, 

Incorporated (Soriete 


Spain, etc 

Anonyme/Sodedad Anonima) 

SAR.L. 

Brazil 

Incorporated (Sodedad Anonima 
de Responsabilidade Limitada) 

SPA 

Italy 

Incorporated (Sorieta per Azioni) 


QUESTIONS 

Q. Which company is to be merged with Hindustan Lever? 

A. Hindustan Lever Ltd and Brooke Bond India Ltd, the Indian 
subsidiaries of Anglo-Dutch company Unilever Pic, will merge to 
form India's biggest consumer goods cum foods company. HLLis 
India's largest corporate in the household and personal care sec¬ 
tor with a turnover of Rs 3,775 crore for the year ended December 


1995. Brooke Bond is the leading foods and beverages company 
with a trunover of Rs 2,108 crore. The merger will make the con¬ 
glomerate into the third largest private sector company, after 
Reliance and Telco. The export earnings of the two companies 
amounted to Rs 845 crore and it may also emerge as the largest 
export earner in the country. 

Q. Which State tops in per capita income? 

A. Punjab tops the list of major Indian States in terms ol 
per capita annual income with Rs 12,319. It is followed by 
Maharashtra with Rs 10,984 and Haryana with Rs 10,359. The 
States with the lowest per capita income are Orissa with Rs 4,72b, 
J&K with Rs 4,244 and Bihar with Rs 3,650, which is just Rs 10 
per day. 

Q. Which companies will be affected by auto-emission norms? 

A. Though the deadline for auto-emission norms existed, 
nobody expected that it would be implemented. But the norms 
came into effect from April 1, 199b and manufacturers have tc 
curtail production of models that emit higher level of polluting 
gases than permitted. Premier Automobiles will have to cut pro 
duction of its petrol cars and Maruti's Gypsy will be affected 
Petrol models ot Ambassador and Contessa, M&M's petrol jeeps 
and 100 cc motorcycles of Bajaj and Yamaha will be stopped too 
Hero Motors will not be able to market its BMW 650 motorcyck 
without modifications. 

Q. What is the "Year 2000" problem? 

A. The "Year 2000" problem relates to the technical difficul 
ties expected to be faced by almost all system users when th< 
century changes from 1999 to 2000. Computer systems are no 
programmed to recognise 2000 and when the year changes, wil 
shift their internal calendar to 1900. Banking and insurance see 
tors will find all their data go wrong if the problem is not cor 
rected. HCL Corporation has tied up with James Martin & Co o 
USA to form a new company HCL James Martin Tnc, which wil 
provide "Year 2000" solutions worldwide. 

Q. Which company plans to market Chyawanprash toffees' 

A. United Breweries (UB) Group will be launching herba 
health and beauty care products from their Calcutta based com 
pany, Carews Pharmaceuticals. Its product 'UB Fit' i: 
Chyawanprash packaged like a toffee, promising convenience o 
use. 

Q. Which Indian paper is tying up with Daily Mirror of UK 

A. Blitz, the Karanjia-owned paper, is tying up with Doth 
Mirror for production and editorial collaboration. 

Q. What is "Green India 2047" project? 
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A. The "Green India 2047" project is a project of the Tata 
Energy Research Institute (TERI). It was launched last year to 
develop strategies to manage natural resources efficiently 
sustainably and concurrently with overall economic development 
efforts during the next 50 years. An interim report by the institute 
says that health costs arising from air pollution costs the nation 
about Rs 6,800 crore every year. 

Q. Which Indian company is tying up with Fuji Electric of 
Japan? 

A. Fuji Electric Ltd of Japan has set up a joint venture with ; 
Thermax Ltd to manufacture and market process control equip¬ 
ment. I 

Q. Which is the most expensive city in the world with regard j 
to rent of offices? 

A. Bombay retains its position as the most expensive city in 
the world to rent prime office space in 1995. Tokyo and Hong 
Kong were second and third. Occupation costs in Bombay aver¬ 
aged $ 1,799 per sq. metre while the figure for Tokyo was $ 1,408. 
The World Rentals Survey was carried out by property consult¬ 
ants Richard Fill International. 

Q. Which Indian family is highest on the list of Britain's rich j 
people? i 

A. According to the 1996 Sunday Times list of Britain’s rich, ; 
Hindujas are on the eighth position and Swaraj Paul is 3rd. Inter- ! 
cstingly, the Queen of England is now at 6th position. ; 

Q What is the new name of the B.K Modi group of compa- 1 
nies? 

A. The Rs 2,000 crore B.K. Modi group of companies will be 
known as ModiCorp. It will be a separate entity with an equity i 
base of Rs 100 crore. The group's headquarters will be moved | 
lrom New Delhi to Bombay. 

Q. What is MANTRA? 

A. The Madras Automated Networked Trading (MANTRA) j 
is the automated trading system of the Madras Stock Exchange , 
which is being implemented for better efficiency. Members can j 
now operate from their offices but still be constantly in touch with 
the exchange. 

Q, What is the name of the Chinese TV service launched by 
Rupert Murdoch? 

A. Phoenix Satellite Television, a Mandarin Chinese TV ser¬ 
vice, has been launched as a joint venture between Star TV and 
two Hong Kong parties. Star TV is losing $ 100 million a year and 
Chinese advertising revenue will be even more uncertain to get, 
given the government control. 

Q. Which company owns the brand name of Ultima tyres? 

A. JK Industries Ltd 

Q. Which companies are being taken over by the German 
conglomerate Henkel? 

A. Henkel is taking over two companies of the Shaw Wallace 
group, Detergents India and Calcutta Chemical Co through SPIC 


Fine Chemicals Ltd. Henkel is already in the detergents business 
with its brands Zy mo, Henko and White Giant and the new com¬ 
panies will give it a strong distribution network. The company 
will also acquire two brands, Margo soap and Chek detergent as 
a result of this deal. 

Q. Which company is Russi Mody becoming the chairman 
of? 

A. Russy Modi is taking over as chairman of the Rs 800 crore 
Lanco Steels Ltd in Andhra Pradesh. While continuing as chair¬ 
man of Air India, Mody plans to build a steel city in Chittoor. 

Q. Which company has taken over Mazda? 

A. Japan's fifth largest car maker has been taken over by 
Ford, the world's biggest car maker. Ford's vice president, Henry 
Wallace becomes president of Mazda, the first foreigner to head a 
Japanese company. Mazda had been in trouble for some time with 
capacity utilisation reduced to 45 per cent and huge losses. The 
deal was Mazda's only hope of survival. 

Q. Which company is changing its colour to blue? 

A. Pepsi. It has launched Project Blue, an advertising cam¬ 
paign costing $ 500 million, which included painting a Concorde 
blue. Pepsi will abandon its red, white and blue logo for a pre¬ 
dominantly blue one. The company is also advertising in spare. 
The colour will be launched in India in 1997. 

Q. With which company has Toshiba tied up to make video 
cassette players? 

A. Videocon. Toshiba has decided to stop manufacturing 
VCPs in Japan and will instead source them from China and 
India. It plans to import one million VCPs per year and in the 
first year 2.3% will be from India, increasing to 60% subse¬ 
quently. 

Q Which Asian countries have the highest level of risk tor 
business? 

A. Vietnam tops the list of Asian countries with the highest 
level of risk tor business, while Singapore carries the least risk, 
according to a study by the Hong Kong based Political and Eco¬ 
nomic Risk Consultancy. Vietnam had a score of 6.43 out of 10 
making it the highest risk country. India scored 5.90 and ranked 
second in business risk, followed by Philippines with 5.63 and 
Indonesia with 5.59. The least risk countries are Singapore at 
2.53 followed by Japan with 2.85 and Elong Kong at 2.91. The 
report said that systemic and socio-political risk was highest 
in Vietnam, China and India. Corruption was also a problem¬ 
atic area. Social risks have increased in Thailand, Taiw an, Korea 
and Indonesia but highest in India and the risk of labour un¬ 
rest highest in Korea. 

Q. Who has won Japan's order of the Rising Sun? 

A. Indian industrialist S.P Godrej was honoured with Japan's 
Order of the Rising Sun, a high imperial privilege, for helping Japa¬ 
nese companies enter the Indian markets. He is among 30 foreign 
dignitaries on whom the imperial honour has been conferred. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 


This feature alerts our readers to forthcoming examinations and ad¬ 
missions Institutes should send us information well in advance to be In¬ 
cluded here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitability before 
applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Computers 

1. Master of Computer Applications (MCA)— (3 year, full time). Eligi¬ 
bility: Graduation with 50% marks and one of the subjects Physics, Maths 
or Stats Written test June 30,1996 Last date: June 10, 1996. Apply.to. 
Registrar Thapar Institute o! Engineering and Technology, Patiala with a DD 
of Rs 150 

2 MCA—(3 years). Eligibility. Bachelor’s degree with minimum 60% 
marks and maths in class 1. Written test: June 15,1996. Last date: May 24, 
1996 Apply to' Registrar Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak with a OD 
of Rs 320 

Defence 

Combined Defence Services Exam— To be held on October 6,1996. 
Last date. June 10, 1996. Apply on the prescribed format to: Secretary, 
Union Public Service Commission. Dholpur House, New Delhi -110 011 For 
details see advt published on April 20. 1996 

Fashion Technology and Design 

1 Post/Undergraduate Programmes in Fashion Design— Last date: 
June 5,1996 Apply to: Pearl Academy of Fashion, C-56/2 Okhla Industrial 
Area Phase II, New Delhi - 110 020 with a DD of Rs 400. 

2. Courses in Fashion Technology— Apply to- JD Institute of Fashion 
Technology, Lokayata, Hauz Khas Village, New Delhi - 110 016. 

3 Professional Design Courses for Women (4 years and 1 year)— 
Eligibilty Class 12 lor 4 veat and graduation for 1 year course. Written test- 
May 19, 1996. Apply to - Principal, Apeejay institute of Design, 54 
Tughlakabad Institutional Area, New Delhi - 110 062 with a DD of Rs 150. 

Film Production 

Diploma in Film Production— (1 year, correspondence). Eligibilty: 
Class 12 Apply to School of Foto Film and Television, B-2/20 C Lawrence 
Road, New Delhi - 110 035. 

Hotel Management 

1 Bachelor's degree and Diploma in Hotel Management— Eligibility- 
Class 12 Apply to Presidency College of Hotel Management do Harsha 
Hotel. Park Road. Shivajiriagar Bangalore - 560 051 with a DD of Rs 200 

2 B.Sc Hotel Management and Catering Sciences— Eligibility: Mini¬ 
mum 50% marks in Class 12. Apply to: Principal, Subbalakshmi Lakshmipathy 
College of Science, TVR Nagar, Madurai ■ 625 022 with a DD of Rs 150. 

3. Diploma m Hotel Management (3 years)— Eligibility- Class 12 and 
age 22 years Apply on the prescribed format to. Institute of Hotel Manage¬ 
ment ii RA Lines The Mall Meerut Cantt • 250 001 with a DD of Rs 400. 
Journalism 

f. Post-graduate Training Course in Journalism (1 year) —Eligibility. 


Graduate in any discipline and maximum age 25 years. Written test: June 16, 
1996. Last date: May 25,1996. Apply to: The Dean, Asian College of Jour¬ 
nalism, Egress Building 1 Queen's Road, Bangalore - 560 001 with a self- 
addressed stamped envelope. 

2. MA In Maas Communication— Eligibility: Graduation witti minimum 
50% marks, age limit 30 years. Last date: May 27, 1996. Apply to: Mass 
Communication Research Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi - 25 with 
a DD of Rs 30 

Management 

1. Bachelor and Maeter of Business Administration (BBM and 
MBA)— Eligibility' Class 12 for BBM and graduation for MBA. Apply to: 
Registrar Admission, Garden City College, 9 BCIE, Old Madras Road, 
Doorvaninagar, Bangalore - 560 016. 

2. Master of Business Economics— ligibility Graduates with minimum 
50% marks. Written test: June 19, 1996. Last date: June 1,1996. Apply to 
Registrar, GJ University, Hisar with a DD of Rs 60. 

3. Post-graduate diploma in Hospital Management (2 years) —Eligi¬ 
bility- Graduates with minimum 50% marks. Written test' MAT on July 8, 
1996. Last date: June 3,1996. Apply to: Indian Institute of Health Manage¬ 
ment Research, t Prabhu Dayal Marg, Sanganer, Jaipur - 302 011 with a DD 
of Rs 350. 

4. BBA/MB— Eligibility. Class 12 for BBA and graduation for MBA No 
written test. Interview and GD on June 15,1996 Apply to: Prestige Institute 
of Management and Research, 5 Press Complex, AB Road, Indore - 452 008 
with a DD of Rs 200. 

Distance Learning 

MBA (3 years)— Eligibility- Graduate aged 25 years with 50% marks 
and 3 years working experience. Last date: June 26, 1996. Apply to: The 
Director, Directorate of Distance Education, Annamalai University, 
Annamalainagar - 608 002 with a DD of Rs 200. 

Scholarships 

London School of Economics Scholarship Fund— Three scholarships 
available to candidates who have secured admission to LSE for post gradu¬ 
ate or research course. Last date: June 10, 1996. Apply to: Shri Madhav 
Bhatkuly, Trustee LSE Scholarship Fund, 5 Adarsh, 94 Walkeshwar Road, 
Bombay - 400 006. 

Social Work 

MA in Social Wtortc— HgfeiKy: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. Wtttton 
i test July 16,1996. Last date: Ju» 17,1996. Apply to: Manager Printing & PubSca- 
i tons, Kurukshetra University Kurukshetra -132119 with a DD of Rs 65. 

Tourism 

Master of Tourism Management (MTA>-(2 year, full time). Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree. Written test: June 9, 1996. Last date: May 30, 1996 
Apply to: Institute of Tourism Studies, University of Lucknow, Lucknow with 
a DD of Rs 370. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1 acme: fa) height (b) depth (c) scarcity (d) innocence 6 frolic: (b) play, gambol, romp 

2 bugbear: (a) witness (b) trial (c) fear (d) trouble —While the seniors were racing around in their motorised 

3 carnage (a) mercy (b) sensation (c) sentimental (tf) mas- fishing boats, their families were frolicking about in the surf nearer 

sacre shore 

4 dogged: (a) determined (b) flexible (c) rigid (d) senti- 7 graft: (b) hard work 

mental —Graft and not mere chance is the only way to succeed in 

5 epitaph, (a) inscription (b) manners (c) method {d) madness I business 

6 frolic (a) gamble (b) play (c) avoid ( d ) advist 8 hustings* (a) political campaigning 

7 graft: (a) deception (b)hard work (c) reception (d) holy w ater —In view ot the general elections, most politicians will be at 

8 hustings (a) political campaigning (b) social work (c) blood or on the hustings in the coming weeks 

donation (d) forcible occupation 9' ineluctable: (<f) Inescapable, inevitable 

9 ineluctable (a) doubtful (b) negligent (c) interesting —As human beings, we are the includable victims of our 

(d) inescapable ultimate fate—the death 

10 kook, (a) silent worker (b) sleeping partner (i) an- 10 koolc (if) crazy person, eccentric 
gry mob (d) crazy person —In every social set-up, we come across normal persons as 

J1 lynch* (a) escape (b) judge U ) kill (d) forgive well as kooks 

12 mealy-mouthed (a) talkative (b) evasive (r) suggestive ' 11 lynch* (<-) kill, punish violently 

(if) impressive - In the Middle Ages, heretics and witches were lynched to 

13 noblesse (a) down trodden (b) audience (c) gentry death by the agitated mobs 

(d) workers 12 mealy-mouthed* (b) evasive, insincere 

14 ordain (a) decide (b) digest (c) reject (if) accept —Hardened criminals became muily mouthed They seldom 

15 putrescent (a) opening (b) swelling (i) contracting (d) rut tell the truth or the facts of the matter 

ting 13 noblesse* (c) gentry upper class 

16 quietus (a) birth (b) merry-making (c) death (d) mau I —The heart-rending disintegration of the noblesse provokes 

guration I her to have a dig at the nouveau riche class (neo rich) 

17 refurbish (a) remember (b) redecorate (c) rejoice (d) re 14 ordain: (a) dec’de, predestine 


pent 


—Dame fortuneordaiiis the course ot life whereas death obhter- 


18 snivel (a) cry (b) create (i) carry Jd) regulate 

19 tamper (a) invest (interfere'(cfcmtate (d) invent 

20 usher (a) undergo (b) embaras^ (emerald (if) swear 

ANSWERS 


11 

13 putrescent (tf) rotting 

—kfer writings centre around a pntn scent culture with a deep 
melancholic sense of dislocation 
16 quietus* (c) death exhnebon 


1 acme* (a) height, perfection 

—The fiction writer's penetrating irony has placed himat the 
acme of realism which is both manifold and variegated 

2 bugbear, (c) fear, bogy 

—For any economic reform to bear fruit, re-appearance of 
inflation is every government's main bugbear 

3 carnage: (if) massacre, slaughter 

—A battle-field is usually the scene of carnage, which only foe 
soldiers witness and live with 

4 dogged: (a) determined 

—Although he is talented, he won by sheer dogged persis¬ 
tence 

5 epitaph: (a) inscription, writing 

—Somehow epitaphs and epigrams (sayings) often go together, 
leaving so little space for foe truth 


—It is a pity that many a precious species is facing quietus at 
the hands of greedy hunters and poachers 

17 refurbish: (b) redecorate, make clean or bright 

—With all means at its command, foe ruling party tnes to 
refurbish its image before foe elections 

IS snivel: (n) cry, complain 

—She is always found snivelling about her unhappy child¬ 
hood 

19 tamper: (b) meddle, interfere 

—The fears of the suspect that police would tamper with foe 
evidence, were found unreasonable by the judge 

20 usher: (c) herald, introduce 

—Economists feel that economic reforms, if implemented in 
all earnestness and sincerity w ould usher m a period of prosperity 
in India in foe near futiire 
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IAS (MAINS). SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Briefly describe the tax reforms introduced in India 
after 1991. Do you think that these reforms have achieved their 
objectives? 

Ans. With the coming of the Rao Government in 1991, the 
policy of liberalisation and globalisation of Indian Industrial 
Sector was initiated. One of the aspects was rationalisation of 
tax-structure which was considered to be unduly imbalanced. 
The basic aim of tax-reforms was simplicity, moderation of rates, 
equity and efficient enforcement. At the same time the aim was 
also to reduce the rates to encourage the industries to flourish. 
Mainly guided by Raja Chaliah Committee recommendations, 
the tax reforms have been effected in both direct as well as indi¬ 
rect taxes. 

Considering the direct taxes first, in the field of personal 
income tax, die exemption limit, which was Rs 22000 in 1991, is 
now Rs 40,000 and number of slabs has been reduced from 4 to 
3. Maximum rate of taxation, which was 56 per cent in 1991, 
stands at just 40 per cent now. To bring more persons in the tax 
net, a presumptive tax in the form of a lump sum tax has been 
introduced for small traders and small road transport operators. 
Similarly, reforms were also introduced in the Corporate taxation 
where the tax rate has been reduced from 51.75 and 57.5 per 
cent to 46 per cent. This 46 per cent also includes 15 per cent 
surcharge. Long-term capital-gains tax on the domestic compa¬ 
nies has also been slashed from 40 per cent to 30 per cent. The tax 
rate on foreign companies was also reduced from 65 per cent to 
55 per cent. Moreover, during the budget for 1994-95, the Gov¬ 
ernment introduced a 15-year tax holiday for investment in in¬ 
frastructure including airports, highways, power generation, 
hardware/software parks etc. 

In the field of indirect taxes also, certain important changes/ 
reforms have been introduced. The maximum rate of custom 
duties, which wag over 300 per cent in some cases prior to re¬ 
forms, has been rapidly reduced in a phased manner to 50 per 
cent now. Similarly, import duty on capital goods and machinery 
has been reduced to 25 per cent, from 85 per cent in 1991. The 
number of customs duty rates has also been brought down to 
just 12 now. In case of excise duty also the number of these rates 
has been reduced to only 10. There is a general switchover to¬ 
wards ad valorem excise duty with fewer rates and exemptions. 
Industries manufacturing capital goods, quality control equip¬ 
ments, POL, spun yam from fibres and R & D equipment have 
been included in MODVAT scheme. 

The above changes/reforms in taxation have largely cor¬ 
rected the imbalance in the structure of sources of revenue. It has 


also made the direct taxation more equitable and efficient. De¬ 
spite reduction in the rates and slabs of direct taxes, their share 
in the GDP increased appreciably from 2.1 per cent in 1990-91 tc 
2.9 per cent in 1995-96. Similarly the share of direct taxes in the 
gross tax revenue of the Union Government rose smartly from U 
per cent to 29 per cent during the same period. These reforms 
also helped in achieving other macro-economic targets of the 
economy. Due to increased tax revenue, the pressure on fisca 
deficit was reduced and was properly contained. Industria 
growth rate and exports have been increasing remarkably for the 
last about 3 years now. The overall rate of growth of the economy 
is also rising and expected to be around 6 per cent during the 
year 1995-96. Foreign exchange reserves are also at a comfortabh 
level Hence, it can safely be said that the envisaged objectives o: 
tax reforms have been achieved and the ongoing process woulc 
result in much better performance in the future. 

Q. 2. Discuss in detail the "Right to Equality of Opportu 
nity" in the matters of public employment provided in the In 
dian Constitution. Do you think that the policy of reservatior 
runs in contradiction with this fundamental right? On the sami 
analogy, can the Government reserve vacancies for Schedule! 
Caste/Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes in privati 
jobs also? 

Ans. Article 16 of die Indian Constitution provides to th< 
citizens of India the right to equality' of opportunity in the mat 
ters of employment to any office under the State and no citizei 
can be denied the right to public employment only on the grounc 
of religion, race, caste, sex, descent and place of birth. This meani 
that every citizen has the right to equal opportunity in sue! 
matters. However, the Constitution also provides certain excep 
tions to this fundamental right, some of which are discussed a 
under: 

(a) There are exceptions where the Governments have en 
acted gome laws restricting the employment in certain cases ti 
the persons who are not the residents of that particular State. 

(b) The State, under Article 16(4), has the right to reservi 
any post or appointment in favour of any backward class o 
citizens who are not adequately represented in the services of th< 
State. 

(c) The Constitution also holds that the claims of Schedule! 
Caste and Scheduled Irtbes will be considered by the State fo 
appointment to public services, while also maintaining the effi 
ciency of services and administration. But, it has been held b; 
the Supreme Court that the need to maintain efficiency of ad 
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ministration, as envisaged in Article 335, does not impose any 
limitation upon the power of the State to make reservations. 

(d) The State may also reserve some particular posts connected 
with some religious institutions for the citizen of tire same religion. 

On the basis of above, it can be said that tire policy of res¬ 
ervation for the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes and other 
Backward classes does npt violate the constitutional provision 
under Article 16. A careful perusal of the provisions of Article 16 
reveals that it prohibits discrimination in the matters of public 
employment only on the grounds mentioned in the Constitu¬ 
tion. Hence, the constitutional provisions are violated only if 
discrimination is made on the basis of race, religion, sex, place 
of birth, etc. There is np bar on reservation to the backward 
classes and SC/ST population. 

During the recent years, there is a talk about providing res¬ 
ervation in services in the matters of private employment too. 
Some of the political parties have even included this aspect in 
their election manifesto for the 1996 Lok Sabha Elections. It is 
apparent that the Constitution provides for reservation of vacan¬ 
cies only in the matters of employment and appointment under 
the State. No specific provision exists for reservation in the pri¬ 
vate jobs. But, there is no particular provision barring such a 
reservation also. Under such circumstances, if the Government 
wants to introduce reservation in the private jobs also, it may do 
so by enacting a separate legislation on this issue. Such a legis¬ 
lation would have to stand the judicial review, as it may be 
branded as ultra-vires of the Constitution, or even intending to 
change the basic structure of the Constitution. Such a legislation 
may be difficult to enforce with the existing enforcement ma¬ 
chinery and separate department may have to be opened to ensure 
the reservation in the prescribed percentages. 

Q. 3. Describe various administrative and economic policy 
changes in British India after the revolt of 1857. 

Ans. The revolt of 1857 made the Britishers realise for the 
first time that they could not continue with their old administra¬ 
tive system and polities and it became imperative for them to 
introduce some changes in a gradual manner Following are some 
changes made after 1857. 

(a) Changes in Administration and Administrative Policies: 
One. of the most significant changes was the transfer of power 
from East India Company to the British Crown in 1858. The 
authority over India was transferred to a newly appointed Sec¬ 
retary of State for India aided by a Council. The Secretary of State 
was a Cabinet Minister and was responsible to the British Parlia¬ 
ment. The administration was to run through Viceroy to be ap¬ 
pointed by the British Government. The administration became 
less responsive ^nd curbed the liberties of the masses further. 
Indian Councils Act 1861 also increased the power of the Viceroy 
(also called the Governor General) by authorising the Governor 
General's Council to make laws. Hence, executive and legislative 
powers were vested in one authority only, as the Legislative 


Council had no control over the nominated Executive Council. 
For the purpose of administration, the country was divided in 
several provinces and three presidencies of Bombay, Madras and 
Bengal. Local bodies, such as Municipalities and district boards, 
were framed between 1864 and 1868. The nominated members of 
these bodies had no say in the matters of importance, which were 
decided by the District Magistrate. There were no developmental 
policies worth its name. The Government pursued the policy of 
divide and rule and took die advantage of disunity among the 
Indians. They tried to put caste against caste, religion against 
religion, groups against groups and princes against people. Brit¬ 
ish hostility towards educated Indians also came to the fore after 
1857, as it was perceived that this group actively worked against 
British empire in the revolt. Britishers, instead turned towards 
Princes, Zamindars and Landlords. The previous assistants pro¬ 
vided to social reformers also ceased to come forth. No social 
reforms were introduced and instead stringent anti-labour legis¬ 
lations were introduced to further the interests of Britishers. The 
Vernacular Press Act of 1878 tried to gag the press by imposing 
serious restrictions. 

( b) Changes in the Army: Acareful re-organisation of Indian 
Army was done to ensure that no revolts took place in future. 
Domination of the Army by the Europeans was continued un¬ 
abated and proportion of Europeans was increased. Pure Euro¬ 
pean troops were kept at key locations. Artillery and tanks were 
kept under the exclusive control of Europeans. Upto 1914, no 
Indian was allowed to rise to the rank of a commissioned officer 
and highest they could go was upto Subedar. The soldiers from 
UP, Bihar and Central India, who opposed the British, were de¬ 
clared non-martial, while the other who supported them were 
called martial and were recruited in large numbers. 

(c) Economic Policy: After 1857, the economic exploitation of 
India was stepped up. India was relegated to the position of 
cheap raw-rifeterial supplier to support the industrial revolution 
of Britain during the 19th Century. Excessive revenue taxation, 
contract farming and grabbing of lands by Zamindars was the 
prominent feature of British economic policy. There was a total 
ruin of Indian artisans and craftsmen. 

(d) Foreign Policy: The Britishers followed a foreign policy 
which suited the crown, without bothering about the interests of 
India. Their desire to defend their Indian Empire, promote their 
economic interests and to keep the other European powers at a 
distance often resulted in British clashing with Indian neighbours 
like Nepal, Burma and Afghanistan. 

(e) Public Service: The entire administration was controlled 
by the Indian Civil Service, the examination to which took place 
in Eagland- Hence, the entry to this service remained virtually 
denied to Indians. To the disadvantage of Indians, in 1878, tire 
upper age limit to the ICS was reduced to 19 years, making it 
even more difficult for Indians. Even in other departments, lower 
posts were given to the Indians while the important and highly 
paid ones were held by the Europeans. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The value of 


(«) 

(c) 


2 *. +1 + 2 k 
2 K -t 2 _ 2^ + 1 


K 1 
2*« 1 


is: 


(b) 

(d) None of these 


2 

(«) 


(685 + 416) 2 + (685 - 416) 2 


685 x 685 + 416 x 416 ,sec l ua,ta 

(b) 1 (c) 685 (rf) 1125 

3 The largest number of five digits which is divis¬ 
ible by 99 is 

(a) 99999 (b) 99990 

(c) 99981 (d) 99909 

, 3V2 4>/3 6 

4 The value of -7= —h" - 1 =- j= + -7==— 5 = is- 

\/6-V3 V6 -V2 V18+V12 

(«) 0 (b) 1 

(c) VS - -V2 (d) V6-V3 

5 3 25 + 3 26 + 3 27 ^ 3 2H is divisible by 

(a) 23 (b) 11 (r) 19 (d) 10 

6 If a = 2.7, b = 31,c = -5 8 then the value of 
a^b’ + c’- 3abc is: 

(a) 78 9 (b) 0 

( 1 ) 123 5 (d) None of these 

7 A lady has only 25 paise and 50 paise coins in her 
purse If in all, she has 40 coins totalling ks 12.75, then the 
no of 50 paise coins is. 

(a) 15 (b) 17 

(r) 11 (d) None of these 

8 The present age of a father is 3 years more than 
three times the age of son Three years hence, father's age 
will be 10 years more than twice the age of the son. The 
father's present age is. 

(a) 33yrs (b) 45yrs 

(c) 39 yrs (d) None of these 

9 A fraction is such that if the numerator is multi¬ 
plied by 3 and the denominator be reduced by 3, we get 
18 

— but if the numerator is increased by 8 and denomina- 
2 

tor is doubled, we get The fraction is- 


BBS 


13 
17 
11 
15 
JUNE’96 


<«) 

(0 


12 

25 


(b) 

(d) None of these 


10 Seven times a two-digit number is equal to four 
times the number obtained by reversing the digits. Sum of 
digits is 3 Find the number. 

(a) 12 (b) 21 (c) 34 

(d) None of these 

11 Divide 155 into four parts such that if the firstpart 
be diminished by 4, the second be increased by 5, the tnird 
be divided by 2 and the fourth be multiplied by 3, the 
result is the same The first part will be- 

(a) 72 (b) 40 (c) 31 (d) 12 

12. A man rowing at the rate of 5 km/hr in still water 
takes thrice as much time m going 40 km up the river as 
in going 40 km down. Find the rate at which the river 
flows 

(a) 10 km/hr (b) 15 km/hr 

(c) 12 km/hr (d) 14 km/hr 

13. A farmer sold a calf and a cow for Rs 760, thereby 
making a profit of 25% on the calf and 10% on the cow By 
selling them for Rs 767 50, he would have realised a profit 
of 10% on the calf and 25% on the cow Find the cost of 
cow: 

(«) Rs 300 (b) Rs 350 

(c) Rs 450 (d) Rs 600 

14. The population of a town is 50000 If in a year, the 
number of males were to increase by 57.. and that of 
females by 37o annually, the population would grow to be 
52020. Find the number of males 

(a) 20000 (b) 35000 

(c) 26000 (d) 22000 

15 It x is 20% more than y, then y is how much per 
cent less than x 7 


(a) 16^% 


(b) 12% (c) 20% (d) 10% 


1 1 

16. If the mcome tax be reduced from 3—% to 3—% 

what difference does it make to a man whose annual 
income is Rs 8400 7 

(a) Rs 20 (b) Rs 15 (c) Rs 10 (d) Rs 14 

17. A and B undertake to do a piece of work for Rs 
200. A can do it in 6 days and B in 8 days, with the 
assistance of C, they finish it in 3 days. How much money 
will C get? 

(a) Rs25 (b) Rs40 (c) Rs32 (d) Rs49 

18. 1\vo pipes A and B would fill a cistern in 30 and 
36 minutes respectively. Both pipes being opened, find 
when the first pipe must be turned off so that the cistern 
may be just filiea in 18 minutes. 

(a) after 15 minutes (b) after 10 minutes 

(c) after 14 minutes (d) after 12 minutes 
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19. Find the least no. by which 8250 must be multi¬ 
plied in order to produce a multiple of 715 

(a) 13 (b) 15 (c) 11 (d) 17 

20. A man and a boy received Rs 400 as wages for 5 
days for the work they did together. The man's skill in the 
work was three times that of boy. What is the daily wages 
of a boy? 

(a) Rs20 (b) Rs35 (c) Rs22 (d) Rs28 

21. For what value of k the number 37k414 is divis¬ 
ible tty 11 "* • '' 

(a) 2 (b) 0 (cj 3 {d) 1 


22. Simplify | of + + 

l 14 

(«) 1 (b) 21~ (c 


23 A boy on being asked what -of a certain fraction 

was, made the mistake of dividing the fraction by y and 

so got an answer which exceeded the correct answer by 
39 

— Find the fraction 


24 (4-- + — S -) 2 - (4— - —) 2 = ? 
' 15 71 ; '15 7T 


it was found that die average age of 5 members of a club 
is the same as it was 3 ‘y^arsr afeo.'-What is”difference 
between the ages of a replaced and new member 7 
(a) 15 years (b) 10 years 

(c) 7 years (d) 12 years 

30. A started a business with Rs 21000 and ts joined 
afterwards by B with Rs 36000. After how many months 
did B join, if toe profits at die end of die year are divided 
equally? 

(a) 6 months .(b) 5 months 

(c) 7 months ( d ) 4 months 

31. Gold is 19 times as heavy as water and copper is 
9 times as heavy as water. In what ratio should these’ be 
mixed to get an alloy 16 times as heavy as water? 

(a) 4:5 (b) 5:4 (c) 3.7 ( d ) 7 3 

32. The marks obtained by Ram and Shyam are in the 
ratio 3 4 and those obtained by Shyam and Mohan are m 
the ratio 6:7 The marks obtained by Ram and Mohan are 
in the ratio of- 

(a) 4-7 (b) 2 3 (c) 2:7 (d)9’14 

33 There are 600 boys in a hostel Each plays eitner 
hockey or football or both It 75% play hockey and 45,% 
play football, how many play both: 

(a) 125 (V) 200 (c) 120 (d) 175 

34 How much shduld a person lend at S1 of 15% m 

‘ *j 

order to have Rs 784 at the end of 1- yrs 7 

\ 2 

(a) Rs 640 ' (b) Rs 500 

(c) Rs.492 (d) Rs570 

35 What should be the least number of years m 

2 

which the S1 on Rs 2600 at 6-% will be an exact no of Rs 7 


(r) 4 (d) None of these 

25 A man sold a horse at 7% loss Had he been able 
to sell »t at a gam of 9% it would have been fetched Rs 64 
more than it dtd The cost price of horse is - 

(a) Rs500 ( b) Rs350 

(c) Rs 400 (d) Rs470 

26 The cost pnce of 10 articles is equal to the selling 
price of 7 articles. Find the gain or loss per cent 

(a) 51% gain (M 35% gam 

(c) 42*% gain (d) 32% loss 

27. The ratio of speeds of two trains, one travelling at 
45 km/hr and the other at 10 m/sec is- 

(a) 5:4 (b) 2 3 

(c) 3:4 <rf) 4-3 

28. 3 years ago, the average age of a family of 5 
members is 17 years. A baby having been born, the aver¬ 
age of the family is the same today The present age of the 
baby is - 

(a) 2 years (b) 3 years 

(c) 1 year (d) l| years 

29. After replacing an old member by a new member 


(a) 5yr§ 
(r) 4 yrs 


(b) 3 yrs 
(d) 3^ yrs 


36 A sum of money placed at C.I doubles itselt in 5 
years It will amount to eight times itself in. 

(a) 10 yrs (b) 15 yrs 

(c) 7 yrs (d) 20 yrs 

37 If log 2 = 0 30103, then the number of digits in 5 20 
is 

(a) 14 (b) 20 (c) 18 

38 A rectangular plot is half as long again as it is 

2 

broad and its area is — hectares Then its length is 

(a) 120 m (b) 100 m 

(c) 150 m (d) 200 m 

39. The difference between the circumference and 
radius of a circle is 37 cm The area of the circle is 
(a) 154 cm 2 ( b) 142 cm 2 

(c) 127 cm 2 (d) 135 cm 7 

40 The altitude of an equilateral triangle of side 3^3 
cm is: 

(a) 45 cm (b) 5 cm 

(c) 3 cm (d) 4 cm 
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41-45. The following graph gives the production 
and imports of fertilizers in various products. Study the 
graph carefully & answer the questions based on it. 


Production & Imports of Fertilizers 

88000r- 



1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87 


41 What was the percentage decrease m imports 
from 1984-85 to 1985-86’ 

(a) 016% (approx) ({>) 2%(approx) 

(c) 5 2% (approx) (d) 0 12% (approx) 

42 What was the average production of fertilizers 
dunng the given years? 

(fl) 5520 thousand (b) 5364 800 thousand 

(r) 4800 thousand • (d) None of these 

43 In how many years the prod uction more than the 
average production of given years’ 

(fl) 2yrs (b) 3yrs 

(c) 1 yr ( d ) None of these 

44 What was the ratio of production to the import in 
1985-86’ 

(fl) 12 (b) 2 1 (0 3 1 (d) 4 5 

45 What was the percentage increase in imports 
from 1982-83 to 1986-87’ 

(fl) 275% (b) 320% 

(0 189% (d) 219 5% 

46-50. Study the following table carefully and an¬ 
swer rite following questions: 


Source of 
income 

Employees 

A 

B 

C 

D 

B 

Salary 

400 

200 

700 

300 

400 

Bonus 

80 

40 

150 

80 

100 

Overtime 

180 

70 

200 

170 

200 

Arrears 

200 

180 

400 

140 

250 

Miscellaneous 

40 

10 

50 

10 

50 

Total 

900 

500 

1500 

700 

1000 


46. Who among the following employees earns maxi¬ 
mum bonus in comparison to total income’ 

(a) A (b) B (r) C (d) D 

(e) E 

47 The income from overtime is what per cent of the 
income from arrears in the case of employee A’ 

(a) 90 (b) 80 (c) 75 

(d) 40 (e) None 

48 How many employees have their salary less than 
3 times the income trom bonus’ 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (r) 4 (d) 3 

(d) None 

49 Who among the following employees has maxi¬ 
mum percentage of his salary out of the total income’ 

(fl) A (f>) B (r) C (d) D 

(e) E 

50 Who among the following employees has mini¬ 
mum ratio of income from arrears to the income from 
salary’ 

(«) A (/») B (r) C (d) D 

(e) E 

ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS 


1 

2 


(c) Given exp = 


2^(2-> 1) 3 

2 K+1 (2-1) 2 


(a) Given exp 


(a 4 b) 2 + ( a - b) 2 
a 2 +~b 2 


2 (a 2 t-b 2 ) 
+ a 2 + b 2 


3 ( b ) On dividing 99999 by 99, R - 9 

Reqd no =- 99999 - 9 _ 9W40 

, , . _ 3i/2 \fiS +V3 4vf3 

4 (4) Gwen exp - ^r-j- x 

* + <5 b Jis-ftt 
*vfc + V2 + 7l8 + VI2' X nT 18 - >/l2 

3 (Vi 2 4- V fi) 4 (Vis + Vifi) 

6-3 6-2 

6 (VT8~ - V12) 

+ 18-12 

’ -Vl2+>/6-VTI-V6+Vl8-VlT-=0 

5 (d) 3 2S (1 + 3 4 3 2 )- 3 3 ) = 3 215 x 40 which is divisible by 

10 


6 .(ft) a + b + cr 27 + 31-58 = 0 

a 3 + b 3 + c 3 - 3abc or a 3 + b 3 + c 3 - 3abc =■ 0 

7 (c) Let the no of 50 paise coins be x 

.. The no of 25 paise coins = 40 - x 
50x + 25 (40 - x) = 12.75 x = ll 

8 (a) Let the present ages of a father & son be x & y resp 

x = 3y + 3 (i) 

x + 3 = 2 (y + 3) + 10 (ii) 

Solving 0) & (u), we get x = 33 yrs 
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9 (b) Let the fraction be - 

.»*-»' » 

*4-8 2 , , 

2y “5 ^ 

Solving (i) & ( 11 ) we get 

12 

x = 12, y = 25 fraction - — 

10 («) Let the digits m unit's place and ten's place be x & y resp 

ATS 

x^y=5 ( 1 ) 

No = lOy -i x 

No formed by reversing the digits = lOx 4 y 
7 (lOy +x) 4 (lOx +y) ( 11 ) 

Solving (,) & (ii) we get x = 2, y - 1 No •= 12 

11 (b) 1st part - 4 - 2nd part + 5 - —~ ^ nr - 

= 4th part x 3 = x (say) 

1st part - x 4 - 4 
2nd part = x - 5 
3id part 2x 

4th part - ^ 

x 4 - 4 4 \ 5 4 2x +• * — 155 x "16 
1st part x 1 4 - 16 4 4 40 

12 (n) I cl the rate at which the river flows be x km/hr 

Speed down stream - (X 4 - 15 ) km/hr 
Speed upstream = (x - 5) km/hr 

a rs 


X-*-) 
\ 4 5 


10 km/hr 


11 (li) 1 et the cost of cow be Ks x and that of calf be Rs y 
ATS 

HO 121 


20 2 

Reqd %age - — x 100 -16-4 

1 1 1 

16 (d) Diff of percentage m income tax - 1- i-- fe 

Total difference due to reduction 

- ~% of Rs 8400 - Rs 14 

n 

1 1 

17 (a) Work done by A m 3 days - 3 x - - - 

O 2 

As the wages are distributed jn proportional to 
work done 

A will get ^ x 200 = Rs 100 

1 3 

Work done by B m 1 days - - y 3 - - 

O O 

B gets = 200 X ^ - Rs 75 

O 

C gets ■= Rs 200 - Rs 100 - Rs 75 - Rs 25 

18 («) 1 he part of cistern filled by pipe B m 1 h minutes 

18* i- I 

36 2 

Rest ^ of the cistern will be filled by Ain 15 minutes 
So A must be turned off after 15 minutes 

19 (a) 1 et the reqd no be x 

x x 8250 

—— - must be an integer 

v x 5 2 ^ 2x11 <1 5 
s v u A n 
r x 5 x2 ~ 15 

=-— ~ must be an mtegei 

So it must be multiplied by 13 

20 (a) Daily wages of a man and a boy - 400 - 5 - Rs 80 

Wage ratio of a man and a boy = 31 

1 ..._ 


Daily wages of a boy 


> 80 - Rs 20 


— x 4— ,, = 767 50 (») 

Solving (0 & 00 we get x = 350 

14 (r) Let the no of males at present be x and that of 

females be y 

x 4 y = 50000 (,) 

105 103 __ 

Too * + Too v=52020 {u) 

Solving 0) & (»)< x ' 26000 

15 (a) i et x =• 100 y = 120 

If y is 120 then x is 20 less 


21 ( b ) Sum of digits in odd places - 3 + k-M 4 4k 
Sum of digits in even places - 7 4- 4 4 4 - 15 

Diff -15-4-k=ll-k which is dn istble by 11 
it k = 0 

Reqd value tsO 

2? 0) UseBODMAS 

3 r/ 1 K A a 16 \ 

4 3 + 2> + y X Ts °f " 5 " X 8 

3 .5 2 .2 5 4 5 15 75 11 

“4° f 6 + 15 of T = 8 * 15 ~ 8 * 4 32 " 2 32 
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\ 7 6 39 

33. (d) Let the fraction be x x (- - -) = yjj- 

3 

" * “ 5 

24. (c) (a+b) 2 - (a-b) 2 = 4ab 

71 15 . 

Given exp = 4x — xy = 4 

25. (c) Let C.P. be Rs x 

A.T.S. 

109 93 ^ 

100 * “ 100 * s64 " x “ 

26. ( c) By selling 7 articles, 3 articles is gain 

. D/ 3_ 300 6 

gain % = - x 100 = — = 42- 

IQ 

27. (a) 10 m/sec = 10 x — = 36 km/hr. 

Reqd. ratio = 45: 36 = 5 :4 

28. (a) Total age of 5 members 3 years ago 

= 17 x 5 = 85 yrs 

Total age of 5 members now = 85 + 3 x 5 = 100 yrs 
Total age of 6 members now =17x6 = 102 yrs 
Age of the baby = 102 -100 = 2 yrs. 

29. (a) Age decreased = 5 x 3 = 15 yrs 

The reqd. diff. = 15 yrs. 

30. (b) Suppose B joined after x years 

Ratio of profits = Ratio of investments 
As profits are equal 

.-. 21000 x 12 = 36000 (12 - x) .\ x = 5 yrs 

31. (c) Let 1 gm of gold be mixed with x gm of copper to 

give (1 + x) gm of an alloy 1G = 19 W, 1C = 9W 

.-. alloy = 16 W 

1 gm gold + x gm copper = (1 + x) gm of alloy 

19 W + 9 Wx = (1 + x) 16 W 

.•. x = 3/7 Gold : Copper 


= 1 


32. ( d) Reqd. ratio = 4 x f ^ 

33. (c) n(A) = ^jx600=450,n(B) 


t = 7:3 


45 


x 600 = 270, 


100 

n(A uB) = 600 

n(A n B),= n(A) + n(B) -n(AuB) 
= 450 + 270 - 600=120 


34. (a) 

35. (b) 

36. (b) 


P = 


A x 100 


784 x 100 


100 + RxT 100 + 15 *| 


= Rs 640 


„ T 2600 20 _ 520 _ , . . . 

S.I. = —x — x T = -y-xT which is an exact no. 

of Rs when T = 3 .. T = 3 yrs 

2P-P(l + 4)’.-.0 + Jj) 5 = 2. 

Let 8 P = P(l + ^) n 


or 


< 1 + i5/* 8 * 23 -K 1+ i5o> 5 l S 


= (1+ J_)15 
' 100 ; 


.-. n = 15 


37. (a) log 5 20 = 20 log 5 = 20 log (y) 

= 20 [log 10 - log 2 ] 

= 20(1-0.301031 
= 13.9800 characteristic = 13 
.-. Reqd. no. of digits = 13 + 1 = 14 
2 

38. (b) Area = — x 10000 sq. m. 

3 

Let B = xm .•. length ~x 

3 2 200 

-x x x = — x 10000 .\ x = —— 

2 3 3 

,\ Length = - x y = 100 m 

39. (a) 2Jtr-r = 37orr(2xy-l) = 37 .-. r = 7 

Area = Jtr 2 = y x 7 2 = 154 cm 2 

\f3 V3 

Altitude of an equilateral A yd = yx 3VJ = 4.5 


40. (a) 

41. (a) 

42. ( b) 

44. (c) 

45. (d) 

46. ( d ) 


47. (a) 

48. (e) 


1927 -1924 _ 

%age decrease =--x 100 

= 0.16% (approx.) 

43. (a) 

5756 :1924 = 3:1 (approx.) 

1933 - 605 

%age increase =-—-x 100 = 219.5 

Ratio of bonus to total income 

A=^ = 0.° 8 , B ^ = G.08,C=^.0.1, 

180 
200 


x 100 = 90% 
49. (c) 


50. (<f) 
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--- OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS - 

ENGUSH LANGUAGE 

Combined Defence Services Exam, 29th October, 1995 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors litem* 1 to 1 M 
Directions 

(i) In this Section a numhc r of sen 
fences ate given The* sentences an* in 
three sepaiale paits and each otic* is 
labelled (a) (b) U) Read c*ach sentence 
to find out whether there is m errot m 
anv pirt No sentenc* his moil* than 
one erioi When you find an ertot in 
any one ol the parts (n b ot <) indie ite 
yoin response on the sepaiale *\nswei 
Shis tat the appiopt late space Vmmav 
ti*c*l that then* is no etiot in 1 sente nec 
in that cast It ttc ,t vv ill sieuify i Mo 
ci toi tespouse 

(it) 'ton ait to indicate only 1 ne 
1 espouse for t nil itetn it coin 
Answei Sheet /If you indicate non 
than c'ne lespoi si your an-.wet v\ ill 
be considered wrong) I 1 tens nine be 
in grammar word usage ot ic’ionis 
Iheiemav be a word missing ot then* 
may be a wont whim shount bt 
removed 

(lit) You ait not tequiied t 1 cornet 
the error Vvi an* itquutd on hi to mdi 
cite you? iespon>t on tht \nswei 
Sheet l xamples 1 * . nd tj tune been 
stilyed tor you 

P The young < hildtit) smged(f) a 
1ety wvt*t*t song (t) No emu (it) 

P We woikodtu) v«i\ hardt'O 
throughout the season ft 1 No eiroi (</) 

I xplanahou 

In item P the wind singed is 
wrong The lcttu under this part e 
b, so 'b is the count answer 
Simtl « ly, for item (J, 'll’ is the cortex t 
1 answer, as the sente net* does not 1 on 
I tain any emu 

Now attempt items 1 to 15 

1 It is an established tact that the 
transcendental American poets and 
phtlophers (a) who lived tn the latter 
half ot the nineteenth century, (b) were 
more influenced by Indian philosophy, 
in particular by Upanishadic 
Philosophy (c) No emir ( d) 

2 No sooner did 1 open the 
door(fl) when the ram, heavy and stoi- 


mv, mshed m(f*) making us shiver from 
he ad to f< tot (1) No enor id) 

^ Attei opening the door I a) we 
entered into the loomtb) next to the 
kitchr n(r ) No er n n ( I) 

4 When tl>< dentist came m(n) 
■m tooth was stopped achmp(h) out ot 
fear tha* 1 might lose my tooth (d No 
erioi u/i 

‘i i m; h isis on equality of life 
erouresi 1 ) foi tin health and happi 
ness(/q ot eveiy indiv idu«il(r) No 
trror (it) 

(r rh< indents yyeict/) awaihng 
ror (l) the an iv a! ot the chief guest (< v 
No errot (di 

” Vou will conte(i) to mv part\ 
tomoirow (b) icn t it’(i) No erioi (a) 

5 Hiving read a number of 
stonestiM about space travel (fi) his 
dicain now is about to visit the 
moon (i) No emit (it) 

Tht meeting idjoumed 
abruptly(r) l>\ the Charinnin atteuh 
about three hour* of dc liber 1 I 1011 U )No 
error ( 1 /) 

10 Not one t f the hundteds(ii) ot 
stoking woikeisj/) wcu allowed to go 
nen the tai toiv U 1 No error (/) 

11 if I hid knowntd) this yestir 
dav(/>) 1 will have helped him (<) No 
error (d) 

I 1 Mi Smith was accused for 
murdc*i(<0 but tin emit found him not 
guiUvfh) md acquitted hini(i) No 
eiroi {it) 

n Unit sv c on stop to make noise 
at once(iP l will have no option but 
to(li)brnv the matter to the attention of 
the polu e (r) No cm ror (<t) 

14 He couldn t but hclpf/rl shed 
ding tea' at the plight of the vii- 
lageis(fi) tendered homeless by a 
dev asiahng cyclone (t j No error (it) 

15 unci if was his tnst electron 
campaign the candidate was con 
fused (ii) none could clearly under 
stand(/'l either flu* prmcples he stood 
tor or tlu benefits he promised (lj No 
eiroi (d) 


Sentence Improvement 

(Item s 16 to 30) 

Directions: 

1 00 k at the underlined pait of each 
sentence Below each sentence are 
given thiee possible substitutions for 
the underlined pait If one of them (it), 
(b) 01 (c) is better than tlu* underlined 
pait indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against the conespond 
ing letter (a) (b) 01 U) If none of he 
substitutions improve the sentence n 
dicate (d) as vnur response cm the 
Ansyvet Sheet I luis a No 
impiovemont' response will be sig 
nthed by the It tter (it) 1 xamples R and 
S have been sole ed foi you 

R I he voung child su ng a veiy 
svwx'tscing 

(a) singed tht 
ff') singed 
( 1 ) sang a 

(rf) No m iprov ement 
S 1 have aheady read this book 
tw ice * " ~ 

(at 1 nlieidv twice have uad this 
Kxik 

<b) 1 tw ice hav e alieadv lead this 
book 

U) I hav e tw ice alreadv read this 
book 

(if) No improv ement 
explanation 

R 1 01 item R the conect sentence 
should read I he voung child sang a 
very sweet song i is theiefon the 
i orrect answer 

S Hem Sis a conect sentence None 
of the* changes suggested will improvt 
it \1 is theietoie, the correct answei 
l irors mav be in grammar, ap 
propriale word usage or idioms Ihete 
may be a mxossaiy wi id missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed 

Now attempt items 16 to 30 
lb The old man felled some trees 
in the gaiden with hardh no effort at 
all " 

(a) haidefknt 
(/’) hardly any effort 
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U) a hardly any enort 
(d) No improvement 

17 She says she's already paid me 
baik hul 1 can t remember, so I'll have 
to take her woi d 

(a) to take her word true 

(b) to take her at her word 
(i) to take her word for it 
(d) No impio\ ement 

IK The workers are hell bent at 
netting what is due to them 

(a) h»*U bent on getting 

(b) hell bent for getting 

(c) hell bent upon getting 

(d) No improvement 

19 Vou are warned against com 
nutting the same mistake again 

(o) to commit 

(b) tor committing 
U ) against to commit 
(d) No improvement 

20 While we would like that all 
Ind ian c hild len to go to school, we need 
to ponder why they do not 

(a) that all the Indian children 

(b) if all the children of India 
U) all Indian children 

(d) No improvement 

21 Due to these reasons we are all 
in favoui of universal compulsory 
education 

(a) Out of these reasons 

(b) lor these reasons 

(c) By these reasons 

(d) No impiovcment 

22 When it was feared that the 
seifs might go too far and gam their 
freedom from serfdom, the Protestant 
leaders joined the punces at crushing 
them 

(a) into crushing 

(b) in crushing 

(f) without crushing 
(d) No improvement 

23 In India today many ot our in¬ 
tellectuals still talk in terms of the 
I rent h revolution and the Rights of 
Man, not appreciating that much has 
ha ppened since then 

W much has been happening 
\l>) much had happened 
(f) much might happen 
(d) No improvement 

24 Taxpayeis an* to be conscious 
of then privileges 

(«) have to 

(b) need 

(c) ought to 

(d) No improvement 

23 I would have waited for you at 
the station if 1 knew that you \vould 


come 

(a) had known 

(b) was knowing 

(c) have known 

(d) No improvement 

26 No one could explain how a 
calm and balanced person like him 
could penetrate such a mindless act on 
his friends 

(a) perpetuate 

(b) perpetrate 

(c) precipitate 

(d) No improvement 

27 Although India is still by far a 
poor country, it can become nen if its 
natural and human resources are fully 
utilised 

(a) few and far between 

(b) by and large 

(t) by and by 

(d) No improvement 

28 The more they earn, more they 
spend 

(a) More they earn, moie they 
spend 

( b ) More they eam, the more 
they spend 

(c) The more they eam, the more 

they spend 

(d) No improvement 

29 But in all these cases conver 
sion from one scale to another is easy 
because scale s have well-formulated 

(a) can be well-formulated 

(b) are well-formulated 

(c) well formulated 

(d) No improvement 

30 Five years ago today, I am sit¬ 
ting in a small Japanese car, driving 
across Poland towards Berlin 

(a) was sitting 

(b) sat 

(c) have been sitting 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Item 31 to 40) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are under¬ 
lined You may also find only a group of 
words which is underlined For each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below Choose the word 
nearest m meaning to the underlined 
part 

Example 'E' is solved for you 

E His style is quite transparent 

(a) verbose 

(b) involved 

(c) lucid 


winy 

Explanation In item 'E' the wore 
’lucid" is nearest m meaning to tht 
word "transparent" So 'c' is the correct 
answer 

Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

31 True religion does not require 
one to proselytise through guile oi 
force 

(a) translate 

(b) hypnotise 

(c) attack 

(d) convert 

32 That the plan is both mhumar 
and preposterous needs no furthei 


(a) heartless 

(b) impractical 

(c) absurd 

(d) abnormal 

33 The attitude of the Westeir 
countries towards the third-worlc 
countries is rather callous to say th< 
least 

(a) passive 

(b) unkind 
(r) cursed 

(d) unfeeling 

34 Whatever the verdict of histori 
may be, Chaplin will occupy a uniqui 
place in its pages 

(a) judgement 

(b) voice 

(c) outcome 

(d) prediction 

35 He corroborated the statemen 
of his brother 

(a) confirmed 

(b) disproved 

(c) condemned 

(d) seconded 

36 Whatever opinion he gives i 
sane 

(a) rational 

(b) obscure 

(c) wild 

(d) arrogant 

37 The story is too fantastic to bt 
credible 

la) believable 

(b) false 

(c) readable 

(d) praiseworthy 

38 Catching snakes can be haz 
ardous for people untrained m the art 

(a) tricky 

(b) harmful 

(c) difficult 

(d) dangerous 

39 We should always try to main 
tain and promote communal amity. 
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(a) bandage 

(b) contention 

(c) friendship 

(d) understanding 

40. Many species of animals have 
become extinct during the last hundred 
years. 

(a) aggressive 
(f») non-existent 

(c) scattered 

(d) feeble 

Anton)rms (Items 41 to 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 
in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(a) lazy 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 

(d) dtfaJ 

Explanation: The word which is 
nearest opposite in meaning to the un¬ 
derlined word "smart" is "lazy". So (a) is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 42 to 50. 

41. A friendly dog met us at the 
farmgate. ~ 

(a) helpful 

(b) understanding 

(c) quiet 

(d) hostile 

42. He is extremely intelligent but 
proud. 

(a) dull 

(b) weak 
(d) ignorant 
(d) simple 

43. The young leader was reluc- 
tant to shoulder the responsibilities of 
the ministerial office. 

(a) wanting 

(b) willing 

(c) anxious 

(d) eager 

44. He abandoned his family. 

(a) supported 

(b) encouraged 

(c) pleased 

(d) saved 

45. History abounds in instances 
of courage. 

(a) shines 

(b) lacks 


(c) suffices 

(d) fails 

46. Adversity teaches man to be 
humble and self-reli a nt. 

(a) Sincerity 

(b) Animosity 

(c) Curiosity 

(d) Prosperity 

47. Like poverty, affluence can 
sometimes create its own problems. 

(a) indigence 

(b) opulence 

(c) sorrow 

(d) exuberance 

48. The habit of squandering 
money should not be encouraged. 

(a) discarding 

(b) hoarding 

(c) collecting 

(d) saving 

49. His short but pointed speech 
was applauded by all sections of the 
audience. 

(a) disapproved 

(b) misunderstood 

(c) praised 

(d) welcomed 

50. Tn ancient India, scholars had 
no interest in political power or 
material growth. 

(o) internal 

(i>) spiritual 

(c) psychic 

(d) celestial 

SELECTING WORDS 
Simple Sentences (Items 51 to 60) 
Directions: 

Each of the following sentences 
(Items 51 to 60) has a blank space and 
four words given after the sentence. 
Select whichever word you consider 
most appropriate for the blank space 
and indicate your choice on the Answer 
Sheet. 

Now attempt item numbers 51 to 60. 

51. 'Please' and 'Thank you' are 
the little courtesies by which we keep 

the_of life oiled and running 

smoothly. 

(a) path 

(b) machine 

(c) garden 

(d) river 

52. Many of the advances of 
civilization have been conceived by 

young people just on the_of 

adulthood. 

(a) boundary 

(b) threshold 


(c) peak 

(d) horizon 

53. The more your action and 

thought are allied and_, the hap¬ 

pier you grow. 

(a) divergent 

(b) unravelled 

(c) integrated 

(d) invincible 

54. He_in wearing the old- 

fashioned coat in spite of his wife's dis¬ 
approval. 

(a) insists 

(b) persists 

(c) desists 

(d) resists 

55. It is not what you say 

that_, but what you do. 

(a) matrixes 

(b) implies 

(c) matters 
(<f) moves 

56. Physically we are now all 

neighbours, but psychologically we 
are_to each other. 

(a) primitives 

(b) complimentary 

(c) strangers 

(d) cowards 

57. The old 'Nature Ver¬ 
sus_' debate regarding 

crime continues even today. 

(a) Man 

(b) Universe 

(c) Culture 

(d) Nurture 

58. You haven't had your lunch 
yet,—you? 

(a) are 

(b) aren't 

(c) have 

(d) haven't 

59. Life is to death as pleasure is 

to_. 

(a) poverty 

(b) suffering 

(c) anguish 

(d) pain 

60. The French_reputed to 

have a very good sense of humour. 

(a) is 

(b) was 

(c) are 

(d) will be 

Balance Questions and complete 
answers will appear in July '96 issue. 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


The questions given below were set by the Agricultural 
Scientists Recruitment Board examination for the posts of Sec¬ 
tion Officers and Assistants on the 29th December, 1995. 

We are grateful to Swapna Upadkyay for sending these 
questions to us. 

1. According to 1991 Census report, India's population 

is: 

(a) 868 million (b) 846 million 

(c) 832 million (d) 884 million 

2. The largest number of villages are in the State of: 

(a) Bihar (b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) West Bengal 

3. Khasi tribe lives in which State of India? 

(a) Meghalaya (ft) Nagaland 

(r) Assam (d) Tripura 

4. Sambar lake is in the State of: 

(a) Rajasthan (b) Bihar 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Haryana 

5. The number of States in India is: 

(a) 1 (b) 21 (r) 25 (d) 23 

6. Longest sea-beach in India is: 

(a) Mangalore (b) Bombay 

(c) Cochin (d) Madras 

7. Which Indian State leads in the production of 
tabacco? 

(a) Gujarat ( b ) Maharashtra 

(c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Bihar 

8. Indian National Congress was founded in: 

(a) 1885 ( b) 1887 

(c) 1911 (d) 1919 

9. Indian State with largest irrigated area is: 

(a) Punjab ( b ) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Haryana (d) Tamil Nadu 

10. The biggest Multi-purpose project of India is: 

(a) Damodar (b) Krishnaraja Sagar 

(c) Bhakra-Nangal (d) Nagarjuna Sagar 

11. Ankleswar Oil-field is situated near: 

(a) Digboi (ft) Bombay 

(c) Surat (d; Tarapur 

12. State with highest density of population is: 

(a) Bihar (ft) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) West Bengal (d) Orissa 

13. Diesel locomotives are manufactured Iru 


(a) Cochin (ft) Chittaranjan 

(c) Jamshedpur (d) Jamnagar 

14. Ghana Bird Sanctuary is located in: 

(a) Assam (ft) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Kerala (d) Rajasthan 

15. Tehri Dam is located iru 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (ft) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Punjab 

16. The State with maximum agio-based industries is: 

(a) Punjab (ft) Haryana 

(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Rajasthan 

17. The river which flows through Maharashtra and 
Gujaratis: 

(a) Godavari (ft) Sabarmati 

(c) Mahi (d) Tapti 

18. Mica is abundantly found in the State of: 

(a) Kerala (ft) Bihar 

(r) Madhya Pradesh (d) Wiest Bengal 

19. The Vice-President of India is elected by: 

(a) Rajya Sabha only (ft) LokSabhaonly 

(c) State Legislative Assembly 

(d) Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

20. Kusinagar is associated with the name of: 

(a) Mahavir (ft) Rama 

(c) Buddha (d) Vivekananda 

21. Akbar built Pancha Mahal at: 

(a) Fatehpur Sikri (ft) Agra 

(C) Delhi (d) Aurangabad 

22. The organisation which looks after the credit need of 
agriculture and rural development is: 

(a) IDBI (ft) FCI 

(c) ICAR (d) NABARD 

23. In Indian Economy principal means of transporta¬ 
tion is: 

(a) Airways (ft) Railways 

(r) Waterways (d) Roadways 

24 Jaydeva was the author of: 

(a) Gitagovind (ft) Nitishataka 

(c) Lilavati (d) Padmavat 

25. India's first Five-year Plan was started in: 

(a) 1947 (ft) 1955 (c) 1951 (d) 1961 

26. Which one of the following is used for bleaching? 

(a) Bromine (ft) Iodine 
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(c) Fluorine v (4) Chlorine 

27. Black soil ia suitable for the cultivation of: 

(a) Jute (b) Cotton 

(c) Maize (4) Sugarcane 

28. Indian city which is the largest producer of sports 
goods is: 

(ay Hyderabad (b) Bangalore 

(C) Jalandhar (4) Kanpur 

29. The subject matter of Upanishad is: 

(a) Philosophy (b) Religion 

(c) Law (4) Tantra 

30. The name of the famous Sunga Ruler is: 

(a) Ajatashatru (b) Rudradaman 

(c) Kharavela (4) Pushy ami tra 

31. The famous god of Indus Valley Civilization was: 

(4) Agni (b) Pashupati 

(c) Indra (4) Vishnu 

32. Fa-hien visited India during the reign of: 

(a) Ashoka (b) Chandragupta II 

(c) Harsha (4) Yashovardana 

33. The Veda associated with music is: 

,(«) Samaveda (b) Yajurveda 

(c) Rigveda (4) Atharvaveda 

34. Urine sample of diabetic patients contain: 

(a) Glucose (b) Sucrose 

(c) Lactose (4) Maltose 

35. Telegu is the language of: 

(a) Karnataka ( b ) Kerala 

(c) Tripura (4) Andhra Pradesh 

36. Hirakud is associated with: 

(a) Bihar ( b) Orissa 

(c) West Bengal (4) Punjab 

37. Cotton is obtained from which part of the plant? 

(a) Fruit (b) Flower 

(c) Stem (4) Root 

38. Propounder of Advaitavada wa^: 

(a) Madhava 

(b) Ramanuja 

(c) Mandeva Mishra 
,(4) Shankara 

39. Muslim writer who was a scholar of Sanskrit was: 

(a) Alberuni 

(b) Badruddin 

(c) AmirKhusro 
(4) Amir Hasan 

40. Largest amount of Saffron comes from: 

(a) Kerala 

(b) Karnataka 

(c) Jammu Ac Kashmir 


(dj Himachal Pradesh 

41.. The Union Territory which has a legislature is: 

(a) Andaman and Nicobar 

( b) Pondicherry 

(c) Chandigarh 

(4) Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

42. Who started Home Rule League in India? 

(a) Lokmanya Tilak 

(b) G.K. Gokhale 

(c) Lala Lajpat Rai 
(4) Moti Lai Nehru 

43. The author of the Hindi work 'Kamayani' is: 

(a) Premchand (b) Kabir 

(c) Dinkar (4) Jaishankar Prasad 

44. Who is the first Indian to reach Mount Everest? 

(a) M.S. Kohli (b) Sonam Gyatso 

(c) Tenzing Norgay (4) H.V. Bahuguna 

45. 'Durand Cup'is associated with: 

(a) Cricket (b) Football 

(c) Hockey (4) Vblleyball 

46. The last of Jain Tirthankaras was: 

(a) Mahavir (b) RishabhaDev 

(c) Bhadrabahu (4) Parsvanath 

47. The main source of Indian National Income is: 

(a) Industry (b) Tourism 

(c) Agriculture (4) None of the above 

48. Kuchipudi dance style originated from: 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Kerala 

(c) Andhra Pradesh <4) Manipur 

49. The great Indian law-giver was: 

(e) Kautilya 

(b) Manu 

(c) Vatsayana (4) Kapil 

50. Meenakshi temple is in: 

^ (fl) Madurai (b) Puri 

(C) Madras (4) Kumbakonam 


ANSWERS 


1. 

W 

2. 

(b) 

3. 

(«) 

4. 

(fl) 

5. 

(c) 

6. 

(0 

7. 

(c) 

8. 

(fl) 

9. 

(b) 

10. 

(0 

11. 

(c) 

12. 

(c) 

13. 

(b) 

14. 

(4) 

15. 

(fl) 

16. 

(c) 

17. 

(4) 

18. 

(b) 

19. 

(4) 

20. 

(0 

21. 

(«) 

22. 

(4) 

23. 

(4) 

24. 

(«) 

25. 

(0 

26. 

(4) 

27. 

(b) 

28. 

(0 

29. 

(«) 

30. 

(4) 

31. 

(*) 

32. 

(b) 

33. 

(«) 

34. 

(fl) 

35. 

(4) 

36. 

d») 

37. 

(fl) 

38. 

(4) 

39. 

(fl) 

40. 

(c) 

41. 

00 

42. 

(fl) 

43. 

(4) 

44. 

(c) 

45. 

(b) 

46. 

(fl) 

47. 

(4) (Ans. Revenue) 


48. 

(c) 

49. 

(b) 

50. 

(«) 








JUNE’86 COMPETITION MASTER 8*7 


TEST OF REASONING—I 

BSRB (Patna) Exam held on the 24th March, 1996 


1-3. Answer the following questions based on the 
following alphabets: , 

ABCDEFGHIJKlLMNOP&RSTUVWXYZ 

1. Which letter will come exactly midway between 
the 9th letter from your left and the 10th letter from your 
right, without changing any order in the original form of 
alphabet? 

(a) L (ft) N (c) O 

(d) M (e) None of these 

2. What will come in the place of the question mark 
(?) in the following letter sequence? 

BYWDUSFQO? 

(a) HMK (b) HNK (c) GMK 

(d) HMJ (e) None of these 

3. If the first half of the above alphabet is written in 
reverse order, which letter will be the 7th to the left of the 
10th letter counting from your right end? ’ 

(a) E (b) D ' (c) C 

(d) J (e) None of these 

4. How many 8's are there in foe following sequence 
which are immediately preceded by an even number and 
followed by an odd dumber? ‘ 

5 82$5 4&37 878 784 8 2 38 2<958 4»3 
(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 

(d) 5 (e) None of these 

5-7. Read the following information and answer the 
following questions: 

(a) Eight friends. A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting 
in a circle facing the centre. 

(ft) A, who is sitting immediately between G and C, 
is just to the opposite of F. 

(c) E, who is sitting immediately between H and C, 
is second to the right of A and second to the left 
ofF. 

(d) D, is sitting second to the left of G. 

5. Who are foe three friends sitting immediately to 
foe right of B? 

(a) DFH (ft) GAC (c) ACE 

(if) Can't be determined 

(e) None of these 

6. Who is sitting between D and G? 

(a) A (ft) F (c) B 

(if) Can't be determined 
(c) None of these 

7. Who are foe immediate neighbours of O? 

(a) BandF (ft) FandH (c) BandG 


(if) B and H (e) None of these 

8. If'+' meansmeans 'x', 'x' means'+' and V 
means'+', then 30x5 + 5-5 + 5 = ? 

(a) 26 (ft) 45 (c) 3 

(if) 50 (c) None of these 

9. In a code language, STRONGER is written as 
TSSNOFFQ. How is FREEDOM written in that code? 

(a) GREDENM (ft) GREDENN (r) GRFDFNN 
(d) ERFDENN '(e) None of these 

10. Facing towards North, Subhas^ walked 20 
metres. He then turned to his right and waHfod 15 metres. 
He again turned to his right and walked 20 metres. Finally, 
he turned to his left and walked 35 metres. How far is 
Subhash from his starting point? 

(a) 40 metres (ft) 35 metres (c) 75 metres 

(if) 55 metres { e ) None of these 

4*11. How many pairs of letters are there in the word 
'MISFORTUNE' which have as many letters between 
them as in foe alphabet? 

(a) More than 4 (ft) No such pair (c) Three 

(if) Two (e) One 

12. If all the numbers from 4 to 64 which are exactly 
divisible by 4 are arranged in foe descending order, which 
should come at the 9th place from foe top? 

(a) 36 (ft) 28 (c) 32 

(d) 40 ( e ) None of these 

13. In a row of boys. Ram is 7th from the right and 
Umesh is also 7th from the left. When Ram and Umesh 
interchange their positions, Umesh becomes 15th from the 
left. Which of the following will be Ram's new position 
from the right? 

(a) 20th (ft) 17th (c) 16th 

(if) 15th (r) None of these 

14. Pointing to a lady in the photograph, Praveen 
said "She is foe only daughter of my mother". How is 
Praveen related to foe lady in foe photograph? 

(a) Brother (ft) Mother (c) Nephew 

(d) Niece (e) None of these 

15. Sudhir recollects that he met his mother on -a 
Saturday after the 13th of a particular month. If foe first 
day of that month falls on Friday, cm which date did 
Sudhir meet his mother? 

(a) 22nd (ft) 19th (c) 16th 

(if) 15th (c) None of these 
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164Q. In each of the question* given below which one of the five answer figures on the right should come after 
ie problem figures on the left, if the sequence were continued? 
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41-45. Hie second figure in the first unit of the problem figures bears a certain relationship to the first figure. 
Similarly one of the figures in the answer figures bears the same relationship to the first figure in the second unit. 
You are therefore to locate the figure which would fit the question mark. 


MOSLEM FIGURES 
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ANSWER FIGURES 
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46-50. Out of the given five figures, four are similar 

in a certain way. One figure is not like the other four. 

That means four figures form a group. The question is 
which one of the figures does not belong to this group? 
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_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1 . (</) ijkl[m] nopq 

2. U>) Observe the gaps in individual letters B; D; F ... Y; U; 

Q and W; S, O. 

3. (t>) 4. (c) 

A 

C G 

5-7. The arrangement would be E B 

H D 

F 

"• (b) 6. (r) 

7. <«) 8. (a) 

(f) The answer ought to be GQFDENN. For the code, the 
first, third, fifth ... letters are coded by the next letters 
and the remaining by the preceding letters from the 
alphabetical order. 

15 


10. (<•) 50 metres. 


20 




20 


35 


-0 


11. (d) MR and TU. 

12 (b) 13. i d) 

14. (a) 15 (r) 

It., (u) The pace of the movement is 1 and 3 steps and the 
figure that reaches the right top is changed. 

17. (<>) Mark the changes in the direction of legs and the lines 

above. 

18. (r) The lines rotate and change shape by turns. 

]4. (b) Observe the directions in which the dot, dash and 
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Corraapondence courses Available: 


cross move 

20 (e) The changing figure and the black triangle with a base 

line go clockwise, the remaining anti clockwise thang 
mg direction/colour aftei each two steps 

21 (d) The first three figures tilt upside down by turn and the 

inner pattern changes colour 

22 (i) The black leaf covers the lines anti-i lockwise, mcreas 

mg one pace in eai h next step, the arrow skips one line 
clockwise 

23 (d) Thi square and Y move after two bkx ks the remain 

mg in each next one 

24 (c) The pins aie added according to a set pattern 

23 (<i) Study the figures in sets of two and see how the 
figures at the end move and change in direction 

26 (b) The inner figure becomes outer one and vice versa 

the outer one turns upside down as wi 11 

27 (d) Observe how the (V) sign moves changing direction 

tcx> 

28 (c) Lines tilt and the figures at the ends change according 

to a set pattern 

29 (b) I irst the lines skip 1 2 having one additional small 

line at the end of one of the lines clockwise After thud 
figure the same movement is repeated anti clockwise 

30 (<■) Observe how the direction changes m sets of two 

31 (e) Lachfigurehasitsown repetitions pace and direction 

32 (d) The black pattern slaps one extra line after two steps 

and changes dnection 

31 (d) The figure rotates foi the fust three steps only one 
side changes then the process involves two sides 
34 (a) The pm covers one exha step anh clockwiv* (start the 
first by counting two) the figure at the comer goes 
round clockwise covering extra distance 

33 (t) Make the tiguie on a piece of paper rotate it to get the 

answei 

36 (b) In sets of two the figures change direction 

37 (i) T he petals are added to the last petal clockwise 

38 (r) The figures move and are added acccuding to a 

definite pattern 

39 (t) I oi the missing line count 2 4 6 8 clockwise and the 

pin head skips one extra line anti clockwise 

40 (d) Make the figure on a piece of papei and coloui one 

and half triangles by turns 

41 to 41 I he hist way to s alvt these probli ms is by either 
drawing the first two figures on a pit u of paper and match Hum 
with the next set or study tlu smaller figures one by out 

41 (d) 

42 (6) 

43 (a) 

44 (c) 

43 (c) 

46 (c) In all the others the three similar curves ex cur togethei 

47 (a) The angle having two arrow s is the opposite one 

48 (a) 1 he dots are m wrong blacks 

49 (c) The dai k leaf is not in the usual direction 

30 (d) The line ought to be in the opposite direction 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out; 

1. (a) Patna (ft) Bhopal (c) Indore 

(d) Chandigarh to Jaipur 

2. (a) eye-brow (f>) eye-lashes (c) eye-lids 

(d) whiskers (e) beard 

3. (a) hanuner (ft) nail (c) spade 

{d) needle (e) scissors 

4. (a) pansy (ft) roses (c) tulips 

(d) daffodils (c) lotus 

5. (a) friend (b) foe (c) ally 

(d) colleague (<') companion 

6. (a) miller (ft) chemist (c) tailor 

(d) waiter (V) consumer 

7. (a) isthmus (ft) cliff (c) gorge 

(d) pass (e) peak 

8. (a) antipathy (ft) allopathy (c) natureopathy 

(d) homoeopathy (c) sutgery 

In each of the questions given below, the two items 
mentioned in the question have a definite relationship. Your 
task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of items 
with similar relationship. 

9. telephone: communication 

(a) television • feature films (b) music; notation 
(c) environment: pollution Id) truck: transportation 

10. rubber : pencil work 

(a) spectacles: eyes * (b) razor: beard 

(c) brush ■ colour (d) wiper: glass 

11. bottle: liquid 

(a) furniture: wood (f>) skull: brain 

(c) class-room; knowledge (d) tears : sorrow 

12. snake:python 

(a) nail: screw (ft) tiger: cow 

(c) cup : glass (d) fashion: designer 

13. sleep: dream 

(a) temple:worship (b) work:duty 

(c) day: light (d) youth : romance 

14. ascetic. atheist 

(a) exclaim : declare (£») priest: hermit 

(c) mild : extreme (d) comfort ■ body 

15. luscious: delicious 

(a) lean. thin (b) garden : flowers 

(c) danger. horror id) paint: enamel 

16. hemisphere: globe 

(a) valley:mountain (b) planet:sun 

(c) fortnight: month (d) disc: television 

Items in questions 17 to 21 are related to one another in 
a certain way. Match them with items in (a), ( b), (c), (d) and (e) 
on the basis of identical relationship. The order of the items 
may not be die same. 

17. cart: bullocks : horse 

(a) blade: dagger: handle 

18. room: cabin : hall 

(b) insect: beetle : but:erfly 

19. deck: mast: ship 

(c) luna: motor-cycle scooter 

20. illusion: deception : imagination 

to solar: atomic; energy 


21. plague: disease: malaria 

[e) award : prize: reward 

Each letter of the words given in the following ques¬ 
tions has been written in code. Your task is to find out the 
right code for letters enclosed in box. 

22. H O R fNl E T 


to k 

(6) c (c) z 

to w 

to P 

if) cl 

23.f~M~| A 
(o) x 

S T E R 
(f») w (c) v 

to 1 

to d 

if) C 

24. A MjTTj U S H 
(a) q (b) v (c) 1 

to x 

to Z 

if) f 

25. R E 
to w 

G A[~T]N 
(ft) y (c) d 

to P 

to l 

if) ! 

26. B R 
to 7. 

1 G H [T! 
(ft) c ' (c) j 

to y 

to d 

if) q 

27. S T 
to c 

R 1 p(] E 
(ft) d' “(r) x 

to b 

to w 

if) y 


According to a code 

'sok hok wok dok' means 'President is in danger.' 

'nok dok rok lok' means 'Who is his bodyguard.' 

'bok cok nok sok' means 'President needs no bodyguard.' 
'lok mok hok bok' means 'His danger needs investiga¬ 
tion.' 

28. What is the code for bodyguard? 

to dok (ft) bok (c) rok 

Id) nok (c) None of these 

29. The axle 'rok' means: 

(a) President (b) is (r) his 

(d) bodyguard (e) None of these 

30. The code tor 'investigation is useless' would be: 

(a) hok tok dok (b) dok mok tok 

(c) tok lok mok id) tok sok cok 
i<-) tok mok hok 

Two brothers A and B had to reach their destinations 
exactly at 9 A.M. A started from his home, went 2 km west, 
turned left and walked for 1 km and finally turned left and 
after walking for 1 km reached his destination. He stayed 
there for 35 minutes and returned home. B started from 
home towards south; after 1 km he turned right; after 
another km he turned left and finally after walking 1 km he 
again turned left and reached his destination after walking 
for 2 km. He stayed there for 10 minutes and then started the 
journey back to his home. The average speed of A is 5 km 
per hour while the speed of his younger brother B is 4 lan 
per hour during their walk. 

31. How far is A's destination from B's destination and in 
which direction? 

(a) 1 km north (b) 1 km south 

to 2 km west (d) 1 km east 

(<-’) None of these 

32. At what time did A start from his home? 

to 8 A.M. ( b ) 8.30 A.M. (c) 8.10 A.M. 

(d) 8.12 A.M. (c) None of these 

33. Who reached earlier and how much before the other? 
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(a) B, 4 mts earlier (b) A, 2 mts earber 

(c) B, 2 mts earlier (d) Both reached together 

(e) None of these 

34. A joker's bicycle has two wheels, one with a diameter 
of 35 cm and the other with a diameter of 21 cm. On a 33 mt 
hack, how many times would the wheels revolve? 

(a) the small one 48 times and the big one 36 times 

(b) the small one 45 times, the big one 27 times 

(< ) the small one 55 times, the big one 33 times 

(d) the small one 50 times, the big one 30 times 

(e) None of these 

Six friends Bhushan, Chetan, Farooq, Gyan, Harendra 
and Suresh live in Baroda, Calcutta, Fatehpur, Guwahati, 
Haridwar and Surat and are very good in badminton, crick¬ 
et, football, gymnastics, hockey and swimming but not in 
the same order. Read the following information and match 
the persons with cities in which they live and the games that 
they play. 

(i) The first letter of the name of the person, thg city 
he lives in and the game he plays is never the 
same. 

(ii) Chetan and Bhushan do not live in Surat and 
Haridwar nor are they interested in hockey or 
swimming. 

(in) Cricket and gymnastics do not interest Harendra 
or Bhushan. 

(ip) Suresh and Farocxj do not live in Baroda or 
Guwahati. 

(v) Chetan and C.yan do not stay at Fatehpur. 

( pi) Harend ra and Farooq do not play bad minton. 

(ni) Suresh does not live in 1 laridwar or Fatehgarh. 

(mii) Hockey player and the gymnast do not live in 
Calcutta. 

(ix) Farooq is not a hockey-player 

35. Bhushan A. Badminton (a) Baroda 

36. Chetan B. Cricket (b) Calcutta 

37. Farixiq C. Football (c) Fatehpur 

38. Gyan D. Gymnastics (d) Guwahati 

39. Harendra F.. Hockey (e) Haridwar 

40. Suresh F. Swimming (J) Surat 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take ran/- 
thing given in the statements to be true although it truly seem at 
variance with commonly accepted facts. Then decide which of the 
conclusions follow from the statements. Tick mark the right answer 
from (a), ( b), (c), (d) and (e). 

Statements: 

41. 1. All thieves are policemen. 

2. Some policemen are judges. 

Conclusions: 

1. All thieves are judges. 

II. No thief is a judge. 

III. Some thieves are judges. 

IV. All the policemen are thieves 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Either Ill or IV follows. 

(d) Anyone from 1,11 and 111 follows. 

(e) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some books are newspapers. 

2 . Some newspapers are pamphlets. 


Conclusions: 

1. Some books are pamphlets. 

II. Every pamphlet is either a book or a newspaper. 

III. No pamphlet is a book. 

IV. Some newspapers are not pamphlets. 

(a) Only 1 follows. ( b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Either 1 or HI follows. (d) Either II or IV follows. 

(р) Only IV follows. 

Stat&pcuts■ 

43. 1. All clocks are glasses. 

2. All glasses are mirrors. 

Conclusions: 

1. All glasses are docks. 

II. All docks are mirrors. 

III. Some mirrors are glasses. 

IV. No mirror is a clock. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(с) Only II and III follow. (d) Only HI and IV follow. 

(e) Only I and IV follow 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some gardeners are masons. 

2 . All masons are carpenters. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some gardeners are carpenters. 

II. All masons are gardeners. 

III. Every mason is either a carpenter or a gardener 

IV. All carpenters are masons. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(r) Only II and 111 follow (d) Eithet 1 or 11 follows 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some walls are doors. 

2. Some rex)fs are doors. 

Conclusions: 

1. Every door is eithei a wall or a roof. 

11. Some walls are roots. 

HI. No wall is a roof. 

IV. All the doors are walls as well as roofs. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Either II or III follows. 

(c) Either II or IV' follows, (d) Both 111 and IV follow. 

(<’) None follows 
Statements: ■ 

46. 1. All dogs are foxes 

2. All tigers are foxes 
Conclusions: 

1. Some foxes are dogs as well as tigers 

II. No fox is tiger as well as dog. 

III. Every fox is either dog or tiger. 

TV. All tigers are dogs. 

(a) Either I or 11 follows. (b) Only 1 and II follow. 

(c) Only II and IV follow. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

47 1. Only those cups are costly which are not red. 

2. Some red cups are green. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some green cups are not costly. 

II. Some cups are rtot red. 

HI. Some cups are costly. 

IV. Cups other than red are costly. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only H and III follow. 

(c) Only 11, Ill and IV follow. 

(d) Either I or III follows. 

(e) All the four follow. 
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Statements: 

48. J. AH those objects can fly which are either heavy 

or blue. 

2. Some cows are blue but they are not heavy. 
Conclusions: 

1. The cows that are not blue are heavy. 

II. Some cows can fly. 

III. All flying objects are heavy and blue. 

IV. The cows that can fly are not blue. 

(a) Only I follows. ( b ) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(r) None follows. 

Statements: 

49. 1. Monkeys are heavier than logs but lighter than 

rocks. 

2. Elephants are lighter than trees but heavier than 
rocks. 

Conti us tons: 

1. Logs are lighter than trees 

II. Elephants are heavier than monkeys. 

III. Trees are the heaviest among these items. 

IV. Rocks are heavier than logs. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(b) Only II, III and IV follow. 

(c) Either l or IV follows. (cl) Only 1, HI and IV follow. 

(<■) All the four follow 

Statements: 

50. 1. All the squares are hollow. 

2 . All the circles are squares 
Conclusions- 

l. All the circles are hollow. 

II. Some circles are squares. 

III. All the hollow' items are either squares or circles. 

IV All the squares are circles. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(r) Either II or IV follow. (if) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

The Management and the Principal of a Secondary school 
instructed the librarian of the school to buy some books relating to Un¬ 
lives of some of Ihe great historical figures of our country. The 
librarian contacted a local dealer who brought ten books mentioned 
in questions 51 to bO. The following conditions, however, are to be 
observed in the purchase. 

(i) Only those books are to be purchased which aie 
related to the events of great men in 19th century 
or before. 

(») The book should not have more than hundred 
pages and should not cost more than Rs 65. 

(ill) The bixik must be published in '93 or after that. 
If all the other conditions are fulfilled but it is a 
1993 edition then the purchase has to be sanc¬ 
tioned by the Principal. If it is a 1992 edition but 
the book is an awara winner then the permission 
would be given by the Management of the 
school. 

(iv) If the book is based on the life history of a 
freedom fighter and costs more than Rs 65 but 
not more than Rs 85 then the permission to buy 
it would be granted jointly by the Principal ana 
the Management. 

(v) If thebookhas more than 200pages but not more 
than 250 and the other conditions are fulfilled 
then the bixik would be approved by the Prin¬ 
cipal of the school. 

Apply the above conditions to the books brought by the book¬ 


seller. Mark your answers: 

(a) if the librarian can buy the book directly. 

(b) if the permission would be granted by the Principal. 

(c) if the decision would be taken by the Management. 

(d) if the purchase would be made after referring the 
book to both, the Principal and the Management. 

(e) if the book is to be rejected. 

51. Maharani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi: The book costs Rs 74, 
has 136 pages and was published in 1994. 

(a) □ ( b ) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

52. Akbar the Great: It is an 1995 edition, the cost is Rs 
55. The book is an award winner and has 276 pages. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

53. Noor Jahan : The book has 198 pages, was published 
in 1993 and costs Rs 60. The txxjk is an award winner. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

54. Maharana Pratap : It is a 1994 edition. The book has 

188 pages and costs Rs 63. 

(a) LI (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (<■) □ 

55. Gandhi: The txxik costs Rs 54, has 190 pages and it is 
a 1995 edition. It won a national award. 

(a) U (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

56. Ashok the Great: The book has 248 pages. It is a 11*94 
edition and the cost is Rs 58. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

57. Bahadur Shah Zafar : The book won two awards. It 
has 250 pages. The cost is Rs 60 and only 1992 edition is 
available. 

(a) □ (b) (J (c) □ ( d) U (c) U 

58. Shivaji: The book has 200 pages, costs Rs 65 and won 
a national award. The edition is of 1996 

(a) □ (b) □ ( c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

59. Tipu Sultan: Published in 1992, this book won several 
awards. It costs Rs 80 and has 220 pages. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

60. Ahilya Bai . The book based on the life of the great 

Shi vaji's mother has 268 pages, costs Rs 87 and was published 
m 1995. 

(a) l1 (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

In each question below is given a statement followed by Ihree 
assumptions numbered 1, II and 111. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement Then decide lohiclt of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

61. If the eleventh Eok Sabha formed in 19% completes 
its full term, it will continue to function till the next century. 
Assumptions: 

I. The term of the Lok Sabha is more than 3 years. 

II. There are some possibilities that the Lok Sabha 
may not complete its full term. 

III. No previous Lok Sabha has ever completed its 
full term. 

(u) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only I and Ii are implicit. 

(r) Only II and HI are implicit. (d) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

Statement: ' 

62. The manager of a very big book company suggests 
that books should be introduced on cassettes for the fact that 
reading habit is on the decline. 

Assumptions: 

I. There are no good modern writers. 

II. A book on paper can be easily converted into a 
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cassette. 

III. Listening to cassettes is more interesting than 
reading. 

fa) Only I is implicit. fa) Only II is implicit, 

fa) Either II or III is implicit, fa) Only IV is implicit, 
fa) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

63. A progressive farmer has donated Rs one lakh to one 
of the Agricultural University. 

Assumptions: 

I. The University gets no grant from UGC. 

II. The farmer himself is an old student of the 
Agricultural University. 

III. The farmer was impressed by the Agricultural 
University and wanted its further development. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit, 

fa) Only Ill is implicit. fa) Either 1 or Ill is implicit, 

fa) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

64. Politicians have always encouraged the rise of slums 
and illegal colonies for their political interests. 

Assumptions: 

I. The politicians themselves live in slums and il¬ 
legal colonies. 

II. These politicians look after the interests of the 

? oor people very well. 

he dwellers of these areas are constantly ex¬ 
ploited and made use of by politicians. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Either I or II is implicit, 

fa) Either II or 111 is implicit, 
fa) Only II and III are implicit, 
fa) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

65. Film directors think that packing the films with 
seductive songs and dance numbers, some hair raising stunts 
and crimes would make them successful at the box-office, but 
they are unable to fool the people. 

Assumptions: 

I. The general public does not appreciate the old 
formula much 

II. The film-directors lack original ideas in most of 
the cases. 

III. Films with new original engrossing scripts are 
more appreciated by the public than 'masala' 
films. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

fa) Only III is implicit. 

fa) Only II and In are implicit. 

fa) All are implicit. fa) None is implicit. 

In each question below is given a statement follmved by three 
courses of action numbered 1, II and III. A course of action is a step 
or an administrative decision to be taken for improvement, follow up 
orfurther promotion of an action in regard to the problem, polity etc 
on the basis of the information given in the statement. You have, to 
assume everything in the statement to be true, then decide which of 
the three suggested courses of action logically follow for pursuing. 
Statement: 

66 . The Sports Council feels that some of the tribals and 
young persons from rural areas are very much talented in the 
field of sports. 

Courses of action: 

I. The Council should organize special sports 
meets for the rural and tribal areas. 

11. The talented young persons should be sent to 
special training camps. 


III. Every rural and tribal area should have a 
stadium- 

fa) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and III follow, 

fa) Either I or Ill follows. fa) All the three follow, 

fa) None follows. 

Statement: 

67. Drug addiction among college students is gaining 
more and more popularity. 

Courses of action: 

I. The college staff should be extra careful to spot 
the drug addicts. 

II. A committee of the senior dedicated students 
should be formed to stop the new-comers from 
getting into this evil. 

III. The persons who supply these drugs should be 
handed over to the police and severely 
punished. 

fa) Only 1 and II follow. ( b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Only 11 follows. fa) All the three follow, 

fa) None follows. 

Statement: 

68 . It has been observed that all the new employee's in a 
ovemment office who were selected after an interview 
elonged to the same caste. 

Courses of action: 

I. A Committee should be formed at a higher level 
to check the integrity of the members of the- 
selection committee. 

II. All the new appointments should be canct'lled. 

III. All the senior staff of the office should be trans¬ 
ferred. 

fa) Only I follows (b) Only 1 anel II follow, 

fa) Only 11 follows. fa) Only 1 and 111 follow, 

fa) None folleiws. 

Statement: 

69. Some of the TV ads are rather embarrassing when the 
whole family is watching the programmes together * 
Courses of action: 

I. The DD should invite comments of the viewers 
on ads and make necessary changes in some of 
them if the viewers demand. 

II. The body that approves ads should have mem¬ 
bers from all age groups and all sections of 
society. 

III. The families should be specially instructed to 
switch-off their sets during certain ads if all the 
members are watching the programme together. 

fa) Only 1 follows. fa) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows, 
fa) Only 1 and II follow, 
fa) Either I or III follows. 

Statement: 

70. Beggary is constantly on increase, specially around 
holy places and shrines. 

Courses of action: 

I. Beggary should be prohibited by law. 

II. A general appeal should be made to the public 
as not to give alms to the beggars. 

III. Some sort of employment should be made a vail- 

- able to beggars. 

fa) Only I and 11 follow, 
fa) Oily II and III follow. 

(c) Only I follows, 
fa) Either 1 or III follows, 
fa) All the three follow. 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) All the others are capitals. 

2. (c) All the others have hair. ' 

3. (b) All the others are equipments for performing some 

task. 

4. (e) This is the only water-plant among others. 

5. (d) All the others show personal relationship. 

6. (e) All the others are related to professions. 

7. (a) All the other terms are related with mountains. 

8. (a) All the others are modes of treatment. 

9. (d) They have object and carrier relationship. 

10. (b) One erases the other. 

11. (b) One contains the other. 

12. (a) Both are different items of the same category. 

13. (d) One takes place during the phase mentioned. 

14. (c) They are opposites. 

15. (a) Both almost mean the same with a slight shade of 

difference. 


16. (c) One is half of the other. 

17. (d) 18, (c) 19. (a) 20. (e) 21. (b) 

For answering the next set of questions, sort out common 
letters/words and match them with common codes. 

22. (r) 23. (c) 24. (a) 25. ( b ) 

26. (6) 27. (d) 28. (d) 29. (e) 

30. (6) 


31. (a) 

32. (d) 

33. (b) 


A. S kms per hr. 


0 - 


Qj 


B. 4 kms per hr 


34. (d) 


For answering questions 35 to 40, make a chart and go on marking it as follows: 


Names 




o-f 


✓ 


\ 


✓ 

** 

_I 

✓ 

Bhushan 

X 




X 

X 

am 

mm 

! 

. . . . j 

- - . i 

Hi 

X 

Chetan 


X 



X 

X 

mm 

31 


i 

Bi 

s 

Farooq 



y 






X 



■ 1 

Cyan 




X 






X 



Harendra 





X 






X 


Suresh 






X 






X 


35. Cd 36. Da 37. Be 38. Ef 39. Fc 
40. Ab 

The next type of questiotis are best answered by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool 
proof conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective 
of its size. Given below are some examples. 


41. (d) 



44. (a) 


45. (6) 


46. (a) 





43. (c) 




% 


47. 

(e) 

48. ( b ) 

51. 

id) 

52. (e) 

55. 

(e) 

56. (b) 

59. 

(d) 

60. (e) 

63. 

(c) 

64. (c) 

67. 

(d) 

68. (a) 



49. (e) 50. (a) 

53. (b) 54. (a) 

57. (c) 58. (a) 

61. (b) 62. (e ) 

65. (d) 66. (a) 

69. (d) 70. (e) 
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Appointed; Elected Etc 

Mahabir Prasad: Governor of Haryana, 
he has been appointed as the acting Gover¬ 
nor of Himachal Pradesh. 

Bhumidhar Barman: Health Minister of 
Assam, he has been sworn in as the care¬ 
taker Chief Minister. 

Prem Kumar Budhwar: He has been 
appointed India's Ambassador to Russia. 
He was earlier India's High Commissioner 
to Canada. 

Copal Krishna Gandhi: Grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi, he has been appointed 
as Indian High Commissioner to South 
Africa. 

Curdip Singh Bedi: India's Ambassador 
to Brazil, he has been appointed as High 
Commissioner of India to Canada. 

Vijay Nambiar. India’s High Commis¬ 
sioner to Malaysia, he has been appointed 
as India's Ambassador to Sweden. 


R.L. Narayan: He has been appointed 
as India's Ambassador to Qatar 
Resigned 

Sheila Kaul: Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh, who resigned after the President 
voiced his opinion publicly that she should 
step down in the wake of her involvement 
in the housing scam when she was the 
Urban Development Minister. 

Motilal Vara: Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

P Shiv Shankar Governor of Kerala. 

Died 

Hiteslmm Saikia: Assam Chief Minis¬ 
ter, who died following a heart attack. He 
was 61. 

lagdish Chander: Noted Hindi novelist 
from Jalandhar. He died at his home after 
a heart attack. 

Rasheeduddin Khan: Eminent social 
scientist and educationist. 


EVENTS 


—Campaign ends for the second phase 
of polling for the Lok Sabha seats. 

MAY 

1—Governors Shiv Shankar and 
Motilal Vora resign following their 
implication by the CBI in the 
hawala case. 

—The United Nations officially declares 
that it is "broke" and borrowing money 
from peace-keeping missions to finance 
the day to day operations. 

2— At least eight people are killed and sev¬ 
eral injured in poll violence during the 
second phase of Lok Sabha and Assem¬ 
bly polling which witness 50 to 55 per 
cent voter turnout. 

3— Controversial godman Chandraswami 
and his secretary are arrested and sent 
to Tihar jail. 


MILESTONES 

Jessica Dubroff; Seven-year old 
American girl trying to become ffie 


APRIL 

8—Sri Lanka's President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga declares a state of 
emergency triggering speculation 
of an army offensive against the 
LTTE. 

13— Thirty six people are killed in Andhra 
Pradesh when a bus plunges into the 
Godavari river. 

14— CBI seeks President's sanction to 
record the statement of Himachal 
Pradesh Governor and former Ur¬ 
ban Development Minister Sheila 
Kaul for her involvement in the 
housing scam. 

—A powerful bomb rips through Imran 
Khan's Shaukat Khanum Memorial 
Trust Hospital in Lahore. 

—Israel warplanes pound guerilla strong¬ 
holds in South Beirut escalating their 
four-day old campaign. 

15— Thirty-five people, including 20 terror¬ 
ists are killed in J&K. Congress leader 
escapes attack on life. 

17—The US government says that it is go¬ 
ing ahead with its planned delivery of 


arms worth $ 368 million to Pakistan 
under the terms of the Brown Amend¬ 
ment. 

18—More than 60 people are killed when 
the Gorakhpur-Gonda passenger train 
rams into a goods train at Domingarh 
near Gorakhpur. 

—Israeli shells kill 43 refugees in UN base 
in South Lebanon. 

22—Assam Chief Minister Hiteshwar 
Saikia dies after a heart attack. 

25—Campaigning ends for the first phase 
of polling. 

27— Following a ceasefire between Israel 
and the Hezbollah guerillas, thousands 
of Lebanese refugees are able to go 
home. 

—While 60% turnout is reported for the 
first round of polling, two people are 
killed in stray incidents. 

28— Sixty people are killed when a power¬ 
ful bomb explodes in a bus south of 
Lahore. 

30—Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has 
talks with US President Bill Clinton on 
his official visit to the US. 


but was killed when her plane 
craved. Her death sparked off a de¬ 
bate about parental pressure on chil¬ 
dren to become under-age achievers. 

Sqn Ldr Sanjay Thapan The 
first Indian to land and put up the 
national Sag oh file North Pole. Sqn 
Ldr thapar ofthe Indian Air Force 
took part in die Fourth International 
North Pole Parachute jump expedi¬ 
tion in Moscow. 

VS. Naipaul: Writer of Indian 
origin, who has married Pakistani 
columnist Nadha Alvi. 

ta: One of the six en- 
vhonntdsrtd heroes who have been 


oeive the seventh annual Goldman en¬ 
vironmental prizes: He ft a lawyer 

a •. t « 1 ■ ‘ a 4T«a . ■m -' V . « ■ ‘ j. 1 


'$.!*» ■ Godseji He has been 


(Rising Stm,a 5 Ju^ti 
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i From the Desk of the 




ith this issue. The Competition Master completes 37 glorious years of 
publication. We are grateful to our readers for their love and respect. AH 
these years we had a single-minded goal—to provide valuable informa¬ 
tion to our readers. 

September '95 we published our cover story on Cyberspace, to help you 
learn about the latest developments and tedmologies that are emerging 
today. Readers responded favourably and expressed a desire to know 
about the new developments which everybody talks about but are not 
made clear to the ordinary reader. Cyberspace was particularly intrigu¬ 
ing, and the hype associated with it was almost deafening. While present¬ 
ing the subject, we also raised the query whether it will be the ultimate tool 
of democracy or, in a country where people do not have access to a 
telephone, it will become a toy of the rich. As access to Internet has spread 
in this country, this question is increasingly being asked today. 

We followed the story on Cyberspace with cover stories on Space in 
December '95 and Genetics the following month. In May '96 we covered 
telecommunications, which had become an emerging industry as a result 
of opening up of the Indian market. We did these stories not only to help 
you understand emerging technologies but also to help you foci’s on 
careers emerging out of these technologies. 

Our coverage of emerging technologies will continue in the future. We 
will also cover 'live' subjects, as we did last month and this month, on the 
changes taking place in our country, while also covering topics of interest 
to the youth. The Competition Master will thus remain your best bet for 
preparing for examinations and careers. Do let us know what you think. 
The August ’96 issue will be a special issue with lots of extra information 
bundled into it. We look forward to your patronage, as usual. 


r 
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Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 


T H I: C U M f { Til } ! ■ N 

MASTER 


1 26, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 








ESTD: 1957 


BOO K H I V E PUBLICATIONS 


BACKED BY SS YEARS OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE Attf> METICULOUSLY PREPARED STUDY MATERIAL 


ARE: YOU DETERMINED TO SUCCEED? IE YES, THEN DO AWAY WITH 
PACKS/COURSES/CLASSROOM TEACHINGS ★ YOUR CONFIDENCE 
AND OUR BOOKS ARE THE BEST INGREDIENTS FOR YOUR SUCCESS 



Prlc« : 200/- Pages : 500 

For All Indian Universities A I.I.M. 

Problem Solving (Quantitative Aptitude) 

• Tut of English Language • Tut of 
Reasoning # Essays # Management 
Aptitude Tut • General Knowledge 


AID TO FOUNDATION P-gss: 1200 
C.A. COURSE Pries: 30<Y- 

Psper I Fundamentals at Accounting 
Paper II Mercantile Law 
Paper III Mathematiea and Statistics 
Paper IV Economics (Micro at Macro) 
(Exhaustive Study Material with Sufficient 
halved Examples and Practice Questions) 


S.S.B. Price :5B/- 

IN TER VIEWS ***** ’• 300 

PArmarcD dost to ms Actual TSotb All Topioa 
cofated-profuetr IQ not rated for batter 
understanding Par Selection ss on Offlosr in 
(Armt, Navy ft Air Pores) 


Guides fouvariouse 

COMPETfflve EXAMS. 



1997 EDITIONS OF C.K, BOOKS 



■ Pries 3Mf- Pages 1 S00 
(MANAGEMENT APTITUDE TEST) 
(Conductsd by AIMATS) 
COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATERIAL FOR 

□ IntrodvetiM to AM ATS ind MAT ban 
0 CtasatlMIvs A Nmwrlcsl AbMtty 

O EMflah LMfluags 

□ AbHItf (er Dais Andys Is A Intorprststlon 
0 flaaitring A Qatari InMIlganea 

Q Oarer ll Arnmnai and Sorio-Ecananlt Emimimant 

□ Flra Sample MATS (with am mu) (or Prattle* A SdF 
aaaaaamsnt kaaad on mamary) 


BBS/BBA 

MANUAL 

Prism ISO/- 

Pages i SIS 


(BACHELOR Of BUtlNIJlSTUDIESi 


• Test ot Btraktaas Aptitude (with latest Trends) 

• Reasoning AbBty • Quantitative Aptitude 

• Qeneral Awareness • English Language 
Conducted By Various University of India 


BANK/STATE BANK UC (ADO) 

PrtcM 170/* Perm 700 

• Model lest Paper* • Te« of Reasomrvq • Situation 
Test • f-ngbsh Comprehension • Quantitative Aptitude 

• General Awareness 


UGC (CS1R) (Science) Pries ncw- 

For Paper L O Covert»» Mesial Ability, Physics, 
Cbssststry, Maths, Botasy, Hswss Phycb slaty 


OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC 

Pages 480 SL Outsit Pries *5/- 

Useful for All Exm < ondurted by b S C and Other 
Competitive Exam* 

A Comprehensive Coverage of All topics with 
Aaisiit Solved examples sad Practice Questions 


UGC (NET) (Arts) 

For Paper LII, OI mourn. 

Covering -History, Pol Sc, Economics, Model Test 
paper, MC Questions, General Ability Tret, Study, 
material (Synopsis) for Paper in 


BOOHS'POA yAP«US COM# CHAUS. SUCH A»i , 
as*tt. ansot: tax. s i. souct twgsftcrcB. *■ 
AWOTOAftMAWH QUHKS. (THt BOSKS CAN CC 
BELtCTBD sv TMI CANDIDATE AS PfeH.TNC 
kYLLABUI OF THE CXAMINATlONi ‘jfV 


1 

Test of Reasoning (Ravi Chopra) 

70 00 

2 

Test of Reasoning Verbal (S L Gulati) 

30 00 

3 

Qeneral Intelligence Teat (S L Qulatl 1 

40 00 

4 

Advanced Easaya 

68 00 

5 

Teat of Numrrlral Ability 

30 00 

6 

Objective Anihmrtk (Gulati) Small 

60 00 

7 

Objective Arithmetic (Narain) 

70 00 

8 

Maths for N DA CDS (Gulati) 

^0 00 

B 

Objective English (Small) 

38 00 

10 

Objective English (big) 

70 00 

11 

EWI-d 0=^1 tfB tflffcfU 

33 00 

12 

General Mental Ability 

30 00 

13 

Intervlewa lliow to do waU) 



(for all comp exams) 

30 00 

14 

odttftn ufun 

5706 

IS 

WgPW Rc-w 

5500 

16 

trvgPriB anmf*Ri (yen®) 

5500 

17 

Book of Quotations 

38 00 

18 

Book of Idioms ft phrases 

60/ 

10 

totters for aP occasions 

38/ 

30 

School Easay Letters ft Pharagraph 

33 00 


GMAT 30 TH EDITION 

Cevoting: Msnsissnsl suk(scl: Engfob, Ban tntaSissKsa, 
a Apt last PrshiMB tstvng, Ben. A s srsns s s. 

Prtc.: 1S»- otherHKM-HJQHTS '*•" ! “ 4 

Phot Auther dtc Book Publishsd In India 
Publlshad by Bo okhtvsAtsgs n dsr y W arn s ViPubll shlt iB 
I JLB„ P.O. (Bank) Books. 

Authorised by the most com pston t Pr e to ssors. 


Aid TO NDA 5C/S 

Covering t Solved previome yes t papers 
GENERAL ABILITY i be lest if ic ApUtade, 
General Knowledge, Multiple Choice English 
(thoroughly revised) and Mathematics. 


HOTEL MANAGEMENT (BHM) 

(Study materiel with MX. Questions) 
eOVEtUNO • REASONMO. HUM ABILITY, PROBLEM 
SOL VINO, SCIENTIFIC ABILITY, M.C. ENOUSH 

PAQES: 600 PRICE : 180/- 


TOEFL JT;'S 

(with Cassettes) (for 45 mts.) 

TEST Ot INGUSH AS A FOREIGN IANGUAGF 
ONLY BOOK CONTAINING UNIQUE FEATURES 

* Detailed Study Melenel for Grammatical Rules 

* Answers Sheets ef the Types you Actually Get 

□ Listening Comprehension 

□ Reading Comprehension □ English Structure 

□ Writing Ability Q Vocabulary 

For students who plan to pun an American University and 
whose Mother-longue is not English 




Fates in A SET OF FOUR BOOKS. Price: UV- 

ffagtrsd Id Impraw you woMbulsfy t Word PwMi uesgi of 
words (synonyms A MiWrynN) sm) ehaak Wm — ss whom you 


NON-VERBAL REASONING 

Prioa 65 /- 6 L GuUti Pmgmm 300 


• E-Figum FioMwns E *p h M w dln df W s 

• Ai^ Topics eovDPDdi • B ft rt— Ct ss stNo c ton An s kngss Paper 
Mans *ic 

• Amust tor Dvwy cand te lsapp—9ng ter any c wwp a99vs w b wr 




Pagan SSO BY S.L. QULATt Prioo-.USt- 
FOR USA, MAT. QMAT sle to alMgn Sat Sums 
The bast bosk an th* moat searing auS(»rt Bash Hgie has 
baan Blaborataiy axplatnad with ample praetlca 
qaaanaaaSpl Feature Ins hm ss p rsvto a s ys a ia soared 
guss l le r papaia 


A STUDY OF 


Pages: BOO Pries :14»- 1997 

Indian H i st ory. O leography (Indta A World) World 
History, Indton Polity, National Movement, U.N.O., 
abravtattona, aporta. Currant ILK. Everyday Sdanoe, 
I ndia n Ec onomy and Currant Events. 

SPECIAL FEATURE* • Exhauelve Study Malarial 


Covering Enron, Nuclear Tail Ban, CrtmlnaDsaOon 
Pa***, as of PolBles Me. Pries- «#■ 


Instructions (or ptodng order SandRs 3O/-0n cats vcVua oMhe order babova 100/- AgcSWtorder vetoed Isas them 
lh lOOZ-MmonsyahoUdbe r erriHsi d os qdvretca dong with yoia order loanable ustossnd youths books by VPP 
B Rate art to chCDQ# wtthoul Dvtar Noflcc 

ft Ask forohwda Mtod cdMofluri by ssndriBoaeB ad e e m e d ririvlopa with postd s tomp of Be (/-affixed on It to- 


CAREER DIRECTORIES 


LATEST. Axmaimc. UP-TO-DATE 

1. Directory of Engineering Colleges 

in India 40/- 

2. Direct o ry of Com Exams 46/- 

3 Directory of McdlcaiC l olleges 

In India 35/ 

4 Directory of Management 

Collegea in India 30/ 



Cosmos Bookhive (P) Ltd. 

CB-352, RING ROAD, NARAINA, NEW DELHI-28 PH,: 3296103,3288374, FAX: 011-32B8416 










































tDITORIAL 


From Uncertainty to Disorder 


The high-pitched political drama ended on May 28 
when Prime Minister, Mr A.B. Vajpayee, announced in 
the Lok Sabha, after an acrimonious debate, that he was 
going to the President to submit his resignation. The 
implication of his announcement was that there would be 
no voting on the motion of confidence earlier moved by 
the Prime Minister himself. This was a stroke of 
statesmanship which deprived the itching opposition the 
glee and glory of having defeated the government The 

cocophony of shrill voices of the _ 

opposition shouting "We want 
vote" died in a whimper. 

Enter Mr Deve Gowda. 

History has the nasty habit of ^ 

repeating itself. The new 

government (if it can be called / W (• 

one) will depend on wily ( 

Congress supporting it from 

"outside”. Two governments, i jL . ^ 

headed by Ch Charan Singh 

andChander Shekhar iSvJLA |*Ill 

respectively, bear testimony tu ^ 

the fact that Congress is not 

only unethical but also highly ™ 

undependable. The United!?) 

Front better ivatch! The stony - 

silence of the former Congress 

Prime Minister in the Lok Sabha spoke louder than the 

shouting crotves. Beware a silent brooding politician! 

In the euphoria generated by the resignation of the 
government, the conglomeration of political groups has 
blinked away the fact that their new "leader" is not even 
a member of the Lok Sabha. He has to get himself elected 
to the House within six months. Is Mr R.K. Hegde 
listening? If Mr Vajpayee's Government has created a 
history of sorts, the new one may create yet another! 

While we commend the performances of the outgoing 
Prime Minister on the floor of the House, the 


performances of the then opposition made one think 
that they are more a bunch of unruly hecklers and 
filibustered than parliamentarians. Decency and 
decorum have not rubbed them even in the passing. 
And they are our "leaders". The Speaker stood up 
many times and folded his hands to make the 
"leaders" resume their seat or restrain their tongue. If 
the trend continues, the only order prevailing in the 
House will be disorder! 

_ The new dispensation m the 

form of government is already 
. sailing into rough waters with 

| Mulayam Smgh as the centre of 

[ the controversy as a possible 

Rhi Home Minister. The Hawala- 

|f tainted ministers provide another 

& ) thorny preposition. Balancing the 

k QlllHb new gowrnment from a motley 
kT crow d °f aspirants for ministerial 

IH 1 V posts is an exercise likely to test 

the toughest and shrewdest of 
Prime Ministers. Thus, Mr Deve 
• ' Gowda has a huge soft 

underbelly. 

The BJP has now to play the 

- role of the opposition. Mr 

Vajpayee made a pointed 

reference to his party's future role. His assurance of 
cooperation with the government upholds high 
tradition of democracy and parliamentary form of 
government. This is in sharp contrast to what he had 
faced from the UF, then in opposition. In a future poll, 
the impression left by Mr Vajpayee should stand his 
party in good stead. 

While we wish the new government of Mr Deve 
Gowda all good luck, we whisper a word of caution: 
beware of pint-sized non-speaking oracles of the defeated 
party. 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, appearing 
m the box, have been awarded a prize of Rs 
100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us their 
views on topics covered in this issue. The decision 
of the Editors will be final. 

TELECOM REVOLUTION 

Though India is getting new technol¬ 
ogy in the torm of telephones and state of 
the art gadgets, the access is limited to ur¬ 
ban areas only. There are thousands of vil¬ 
lages which do not get basic amenities like 
safe drinking water. The development of 
our country is therefore skewed. Only when 
the nation as a whole gets technology in all 
areas, can we hope for equitable develop¬ 
ment, which benefits all the people. 

Arun Kumar Rai 

Allahabad, U.P. 

We live in the age of information revo¬ 
lution. Your cover feature described the new 
products and technologies that are leading 
this revolution. It will be wonderful if costs 
come down and we can communicate with 
anybody for the cost of a local call. 1 hope 
that day comes soon. 

Dhanjit Pathale 
Tezpur, Assam 

Faster and cheaper communication is 
a blessing in today's fast changing world. 
With increased competition, services will 
also become cheaper and this will help the 
common man. 

Santosh Kumar Nair 
Bhopal, MP. 

SINKING STANDARDS 

It is true that standards are sinking, 
but the blame lies on our leaders. My sug¬ 
gestion is that graduation should be made 
compulsory for a person to become MP or 
MLA. Educated people will, hopefully, set 
a better example to the people and stan¬ 
dards can thus improve. 

Bhawana Sharma 

Jaipur, Rajasthan 


There are some good people in the 
country who have made their name and 
set high standards. If everybody starts 
emulating their examples, standards will 
begin to rise in all areas. 

Lopamudra Mohanty 

Cuttack, Orissa 

Your editorial is thought-provoking 
and heart-rending. Unless our leaders scru¬ 
pulously adhere to their promises and ad¬ 
here to them in letter and spirit, chances of 
revival will be very bleak, 

K. Ravi Shankar 
Coimbatore 

1 hope that our leaders realise the im¬ 
portance of culture, discipline and decency 
since that is the only way that sinking stan¬ 
dards can be checked. 

A.C, Arvind Kumar 
c/o 56 APO 

STOCK MARKET 

The cover feature 'Understanding the 
I Stock Market' was excellent and helped me 
to get to know terms and concepts associ¬ 
ated with it. By publishing such articles, 
you are exposing young people to new 
careers and helping them to understand 
what goes on around them. 

P. Vishnu Prtya 
Vellore, A.P. 

SPEAKING THE TRUTH 

We should adopt truth as a principle 
of life. But there are situations when it may 
cause hurt and anguish. In such cases, it 
may be better to remain silent than speak 
a lie. 

Supm/a Achnrya 
Sambalpur, Orissa 

CM FEATURES 

Your features are of a great help for 
appearing in different examinations. 
They also help to develop one's person¬ 
ality. 

RajcevRM. 

Thituvananthapuram, Kerala 

Your management feature is unique 


TELECOM ONLY FOR THE RtCM? 

The telecom revolution is great, 
but for whom? Why should there not 
be revolution in post and telegraphs, 
which are used by the common man? 
Even today, mail is frequently delayed 
in distant villages and telegrams reach 
in four to* five days. Many villages do 
not have telegraph or speed-post fa¬ 
cility. It seems that a powerful lobby 
.of rich industrialists is creating facili¬ 
ties in the country for themselves. In 
the process, the country is losing its 
foreign exchange to multinational 
companies, who are the real benefi¬ 
ciaries of the telecom revolution. 1 
hope that something is done for the 
common people too. 

Nesar Ahmed 
New Delhi 

PLEASURES OF READING 

Reading provides us with the 
latest happenings and also shows dif¬ 
ferent aspects of life. Besides giving 
us good company, books help us liv¬ 
ing life to the full. Books arc our never 
failing friends. 

Kapil Mtsra 
Sulah, Knngra, H.P. 


and very helpful in preparing for mar 
exams. 

U.C.Mulgm 

Cadi 

l have cleared the SBl-PO exam anc 
found your magazine of great help in n 
preparation. The tests published by you a 
excellent. 

RajenderKum 

De. 


REQUEST TO-READERS 
^May be you have appeared In some 
coirjpstrtiva exams recently, 'tye shall 
be tjfateful if you could send , us die 
question papers.AH those sending the 
- original qubeticmpai^ 
compensated and the original papers 
■wiltbaiaSumed. , . / 
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T he tight-rope walk for 
Indian politics contin¬ 
ues. One government 
has gone after two 
weeks and the country has 
another equally unstable gov¬ 
ernment formed by a minority 
coalition with the "outside 
support" of other parties. 
While the bickerings continue, 
important policy decisions 
wait. The country faces hard 
times ahead even as parties 
work out the arithmetic of the 
seats. 

If the voter was undecid¬ 
ed this time and did not trust 
any single party, the drama in 
New Delhi might perhaps 
expose die power brokers fur¬ 
ther and help the voter to 
make up his mind for the next 
election. Agreed, there are few 


choices and one group is 
equally bad as the other. But 
the politics of power corner¬ 
ing currently being played 
will decide which party can 
offer change with stability, 
which seems a distant dream 
today. 

The verdict of the 19% 
elections is, if anything, a 
verdict against politicians. 
They have betrayed the 
nation’s trust time and 
again. Instead of govern¬ 
ing, they have been 
involved in scandals that 
would shame an ordinary 
person. The low voter 
turnout in many States and 
the verdict which gives no 
party a majority shows a 
disgust for our leaders. 
This was perhaps the 


voter's way of punishing 
them. There is no leader 
today who commands the 
respect of the entire coun¬ 
try. Because of the electoral 
verdict, each leader is 
forced to look for support 
elsewhere, simply because 
the voters do not trust any 
person or party 

This should be a hum¬ 
bling thought for any leader. 
But instead of looking for 
causes for the fractured ver¬ 
dict, the leaders are busy with 
their strategies, supporting 
one and pulling down anoth¬ 
er, ushering in an era of coali¬ 
tion politics and die instability 
that goes with it. To many, 
this is politics of opportunism, 
not of principles or ideology. 


Role of President 

he hung Parliamen 
and the quest fo 
power of all partie 
ensured that thi 
President would have to plaj 
a decisive role. His was ar 
unenviable position, since an) 
decision was bound to hur 
the parties which were no 
chosen. Since the Constitutior 
is silent about how the 
President should exerdse hi; 
choice in the event of a hung 
Parliament, the decisior 
allows room for discretion. 

President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma invited the single 
largest party, the BJP, to form 
the government on May 15, 
19%. In doing so, he went by 
convention and dominant 
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The 1906 Elections 

The 1996 elections generated a lot of interest 
worldwide. Countries downloaded information on 
elections on the Internet from Indian Bites, India Connect, 
India World, Rediff and Web India US and Australia are 
the two countries where tins may have been done, 
though it Is difficult to identify on the Internet who the 
persons are who download Information Television news 
were also popular as BBC World was able to get the 
signals from India's Doordarshan of the live election 
coverage 

The number of women candidates In the Lok Sabha 
declined from 3 7 per cent of the total candidates in 1991 
to 3 3 per cent in 1996 This is unequal representation of 
the fair sex as it makes up 47 per cent of the electorate— 
28 24 crore of the 5915 crore voters 

Of the 14,274 candidates for 543 seats, there were 
477 women contestants Almost two thirds of this figure 
consisted of independent candidates, the balance women 
were fielded by political parties In the tenth Lok Sabha, 
there were 6,699 candidates for 521 seats and of these, 
325 were women The maximum number of women 
contested from U P 

The percentage of voters who cast their vote 
remained at 50*60 per cent Since 1952, the percentage 
has remained around 60 and was maximum in 1984 (64 
per cent) The lowest turnout was in 1962 when only 55 
per cent voters cast their votes In other years, the figure 
remained between 55*62 per cent, implying that 40 per 
cent of the voters never cast their votes 


legal opinion in the (ountrv 
1 wo weeks were given to the 
BJP to prove its strength 
The largest party princi¬ 
ple was perhaps the best way 
out as any other decision 
would have been controver¬ 
sial Whether it has a majority 
or not> the largest party cer¬ 
tainly has the maximum num¬ 
ber of seats and can claim to 
have the mandate of maxi¬ 
mum number of people To 
bypass die largest party and 
allow a small group to form a 
government would certainly 


not be democratic 

There have been precc 
dents of this principle In 1989 
the Congress was in a similar 
position, with 194 seats while 
the other parties commanded 
a majority of 282 It was only 
after the Congress opted not 
to stake its claim that 
President Venkc taraman 
invited V P Singh to form the 
government The principle 
was followed again ui 1991 
when the Congress won 241 
seats which was again not a 
majority The Congre,s was 


invited, being the single 
largest party Any other deci¬ 
sion would have been a mis¬ 
carriage of democracy What 
President Sharma could have 
done this time was perhaps to 
assess whether the BJP could 
win the vote of confidence or 
not and advise them accord¬ 
ingly This was done m 1990 
when Chandrashekhar be¬ 
came Prune Minister with just 
57 members, and the 
Congress was advised not to 
stake its claim In any case, it 
is the Presidents discretion 
that has to be used m such 
matters 

The decision to invite the 
BJP evoked instant protests 
from the Third Front (TI) 
Even before assuming power 
TI leaders were exhibiting 
their greed Thev hrst made a 
spectacle of themselves in 
electing a leader from lyoti 
Basu to V P Singh and in dos 
peration chose Deve Gowda 
when they declined Ihev 
were disappointed when 
mspite of their last minute 
choice, it was BJP which was 
chosen to lorm the govern 
ment 

lor the first time the 
President s office was 
embroiled in unbecoming 
scenes There were acrimo 
mous exchanges with the 
President and, throwing pro¬ 
tocol to the winds, senior TF 
leaders walked out of 
Rashtrapati Bhawan The 
President's office was thus 
devalued 

Ciomg by convention, the 
semnd largest party should 
hau been called after the BJP 
failed Further controversy 
was avoided when the 
Congress backed out and 
chose to back Ihe Third Front 
instead In this way, the 


minority group got their 
chance to come to power with 
support from outside 

Fall of the BJP 
government 

he BJP government 
lasted only 12 days 
Though it was the 
largest party, it did 
not have the majority nor 
could it persuade regional 
groups to lend support It was 
given tune upto May list to 
prove its majority but on May 
28,1996, Mr Vajpayee submit 
ted his resignation after i 
debate in Parliament which he 
utilised fully to project the 
moderate face of his party 
There was sympathy for him 
and he may have won the 
hearts of the nation perhaj-s 
altering the future course of 
democracy 

Gracious, witty and 
inspiring Vajpayee emerged 
as a statesman while his 
adversaries were made to 
look like opportunists The 
calculations of the BJP in 
enticing regional groups or 
even splitting the Congress 
had gone hopelessly wiong 
but even m its fall, it was able 
to place its agenda before tht 
nation There was a general 
feeling that the party was 
preparing for the next election 
even as it was bowing out 
from office this time 

The BJP took pains to 
assure voters that it was not a 
communal party It had 
hoped to gam by diluting its 
strident stands on Hindutva 
on Article 370 and on having a 
uniform civil code The 
regional groups, whose sup¬ 
port was essential, were not 
impressed It was not seen as a 
secular party some thought 
that lending support to the 
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bjp would see their own vote Challenges before 

bases crumbling. To add to p . 

BJP's woes, there was unex- kjOWfla 
pected unity in the Janata Dal -w- -w-p Deve Gowda is 
and the rebel Congress lead- II the first Chief 

ers who demanded Rao's res- | .1 Minister to become 

ignation found they could not JL -E-Prime Minister 
fight and derided not to raise immediately after demitting 
the flag of revolt. With the office. He is also the first 
result, the debate on the confi- Pn me Minister who speaks 
dence motion became a match virt uall y no Hindi. A prag- 
of BJP versus the rest. made politician, he represents 

Thanks to television, the Karnataka's farmers and also 

nation could also witness how the business community. His 

the Parliament really func- vision is business-friendly, 

tions. The live debate on the But his failure in getting his 

vote of confidence was one of nominee accepted as the new 

the few occasions when the Chief Minister of Karnataka 

benches were full; on normal showed that his hold, even in 

days, MPs do not bother to his own State, was limited, 

come at all. The telecast Deve Gowda was swom- 
brought Indian democracy to in on June 1, 1996. The 

the Indian viewer, and he was Congress pledged support of 

not impressed. If elected rep- its 138 members to the new 

resentatives behaved in this coalition government. But the 

way, who was to blame for the track record of similar 

increasing aggressive behav- alliances in the past is difficult 

iour in everyday life? to live down. Many expect the 

The beauty of language coalition will hang on a slen- 

and oratory of Mr Vajpayee der thread which would break 
could not save the BJP govern- at the first sign of turbulence, 

ment against a determined Since the Congress does not 
Opposition. One line whips want to join it but lend sup- 
had been issued to members port from outside, the author- 

and there was no way that the ity of the government will be 

BJP could have survived. It severely handicapped due to 

may be mentioned here that lack of widespread represen- 
BJP's calculations had gone tation. It would be interesting 
wrong, but it was the nation to see how the government 
which had to pay for this functions, with veto powers 

experiment. By delaying the with both the Congress and 

formation of a stable govern- the Left. Deve Gowda's 

ment, the BJP was acting in no biggest liability will thus be 
less opportunist way than any carrying the outside support- 
other party. Thanks to BJP's ers with him. 
gamble, the country was with- What is remarkable is 
out effective government for that the Prime Minister is a 
two more weeks. After leader of a minority group 

Vajpayee’s resignation, the which sends only 28 members 

way was finally paved for to the Lok Sabha. He may be 

Deve Gowda to try and cobble regarded little more than a 

together an alliance and form factional leader in his home 
a government. State. Will his government 


end up as a puppet regime expectations. Can he pull off 

while Are big groups pull the the impossible and complete 

strings from outside? Each the full term just like Rao was 

group will obviously have its able to? 

conditions for support of the 

government. The Congress Dangers to the 

has listed down ;'minimum government 

conditions consisting of a full __ 

consultation with it in the fTP^o pull off the seeming- 

matter of major decisions. The I ly impossible, Deve 

Congress is keen that its poli- I Gowda has sevefal 

ries continue and die crucial tasks before him. 

decisions taken by it are not Primary among these is keep- 
reversed. ing the different constituents 

Among them is the leas- together and to prevent 

ing of the Bailadilla mines to infighting and ego clashes, 

the Mittals and other such Already, chinks in the unity 

decisions whose list has been have started showing, 

reportedly been given to Deve Distancing himself from the 

Gowda. The second compo- Third Front, Janata Dai leader 

nent of the conditions is the Ramakrishna Hegde ques- 

rehabilitation of key officials tioned the rationale behind its 

in the Rao administration. formation and expressed seri- 

Continuation of foreign and ous doubts about the Front 

economic policy, immunity being able to carry conviction 

for key officials of the previ- with the people. He echoed 

ous government in the face of the fears of many people 

CBI investigations and slow- when he said that "people will 

down of St Kitts probe. In interpret the coniine as a 

other words, it will be a Rao group of opportunists", 

government without Rao. The Hegde's remarks show that 

prospect is unnerving to other egos have started playing and 

supporters of the alliance. that many Janata Dal leaders 
Other groups too will are unhappy at the selection 

demand concessions for sup- of Gowda as the Prime 

porting the new government. Minister. 

What will result is a govern- Provided that party 
ment of opportunists, lacking infighting can be controlled, a 

the ability to take indepen- major test comes in the forma- 

dent decisions. It is anybody's tion of the ministry. Since the 

guess how long such an Janata Dal has few people 

arrangement will continue who can be entrusted with the 

before Deve Gowda loses task of governing the country, 

patience and decides to face Deve Gowda must look 

the people again. At present, beyond party affiliations and 

however, Parliamentary arith- look for talent. One important 

metic requires that all groups test will be economic policies, 

are kept in good humour. Since the electorate has reject- 
It may, on the other hand, ed the Manmohan Singh 

be too early to write off the brand of economic reforms 

new government. Like Rao that catered to tire rich only, 

before him, Deve Gowda he must modify the pro- 

assumes office without big gramme to make it more 
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REGHONALPARTIES 

F^)onal parties1«ye cornered a : cotemunications, raHwaysand currency, 

The 8 MPa of SAO extended support to 
tee BdP with ttie understanding that tee 
1984 rioterewould be punished. 

Haryana: Sanaf Lai’s Haryana Vikas 
Party (HVP) combined with BJPand other 
aHiee has 46 of the 9G assembly seats. 
Bami Lat was sworn in as Chtef Minister, 20 
yeart after he went out. The new 
government immediately imposed 
prohfoition, which was one of its poll planks. 

West Bengal; Jyoti Basu swept to 
power for the fifth time, which is a record. 

But the Congress won 82 of the 294 
assembly seats, which was its best 
performance so far. Though the CPI(M) < 
won.its hold in the State maybe declining 
as the resufts show—it has won 150 seats 
this time comparedto 188 it won ini 991. 

Kerala: The CPt(M)-led Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) won 80 of the 140 
assembly seats and emerged a clear 
winner. The United Democratic Front (UDF) 
and LDF won 10 seats each of the 20 Lok 
Sabha seats. 

Maharashtra: The Shiv Sena has 15 
.MPs and tent support to the BJP. Shiv Sena 
'chief Bal Thackeray has a powerful hold and 
advocates ‘sons of the soil’ theory. 

Andhra Pradesh; N.T. Rama Rao 
swept the hearts of the people in the 80s 
and demanded greater autonomy and 
financial powers. He ordered welfare 
schemes and the famous scheme of rice to 
be provided at Rs 2 a kilo. After his death, 
his son-in-iaw Chandrababu Naidu, who 
heads the Telegu Desam Party (TDP), has , 
taken over. 


Here are ' some of the regional pames and , 
what they stand for. 

Tairifl Nadu: The Dravid Munnetra 
Kazagham (DMK) combine with Tamil 
Maanila Congress (TMC) has taken all the 
SBLok&^seMs.TheCorigre8s- 
AiADMKsawatetalroutandwasleftwith3 
seats in fhS 233-member State assembly. 
The DMK has been an important party and 
has fought against imposition of Hindi in the 
State, it questioned Central taxation and 
demanded Tamil as the medium of 
instruction. A socially-oriented party, it will 
use its strength to demand greater financial 
powers and a larger role in Indo-Sri Lanka 
relations, 

Assam: The Asom GanaParishad 
(AGP) was launched a decade ago by 
agitating Guwahati students. It hew returned 
to power after 5 years. It has a majority with 
59 of the 122 seats and forms a government 
with its aHiee the CPI, CPI(M) and the 
Autonomous State Demand Committee 
(ASDC). The AGP wants expulsion of non- 
Assamese and more State autonomy. It also 
blames the Centre for Assam’s 
underdevelopment even though tee State is 
rich in natural resources. The AGP's victory 
has sent a wave of apprehension among the 
nofrAssamese about their future. 

Punjab: The Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) has in the past demanded a 
separate Sikh State. As an interim 
measure it sought to redefine Centre- 
State relations where the Centre would 
only look after defence, foreign affairs, 


poor-oriented. With the 
Congress insisting that its eco¬ 
nomic reform programme 
should continue, whether 
Gowda will be able to change 
it will remain doubtful. 

Within the overall super¬ 
vision of the Congress teat he 
must submit to, perhaps Mr 
Gowda can emerge as a 
shrewd leader who is able to 
keep his supporters happy. 

A dahger lurks within tee 
Congress itself. The party is in 
a unique position where it is 
neither in power nor will it 
occupy Opposition benches. It 
will have to bear the responsi¬ 
bility for any act of omission 
or commission on tee UF gov- 
; emment's part, but will be 
powerless to rectify these. The 
Opposition fury will be cor¬ 
nered by the BJP and its allies. 

I Many Congressmen fear teat 
they will neither be able to 
criticise the government nor 
be in a position of power; and 
may be left with nothing to 
do. Any politician knows that 
silence is a little short of polit¬ 
ical suicide. How long will 
Congressmen remain silent is 
also anybody's guess and this 
may lead to further deteriora¬ 
tion of tee party. The 
Congress also faces a situation 
where fresh elections may see 
a swing towards a moderate 
BJP. 

The situation is also 
unique since tee party is in 
conflict with NF or its allies in 
States like Andhra Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Bihar and so on. 
It will be an extraordinary 
arrangement that the Cong¬ 
ress will continue to fight the 
NF in tee States but extend 
support at the Centre. It is 
widely felt that it is an 
unworkable arrangement and 
unlikely to last. 


Moreover, the NF-LF 
commands a presence only in 
a few States, notably in the 
South and the East. Can it rule 
the country with representa¬ 
tion from just a few States? 
One cannot but be impressed 
with the situation that a 
minority group can form a 
government with the "outside 


support" of other parties. 
Perhaps the Congress is 
allowing this so that tee NF 
will soon discredit themselves 
by their infighting, as they did 
in the past, and 1 it can return. 
But tee gains from such a situ¬ 
ation is likely to go to the BJP 
this time, rather than the 
Congress. 


Federal Front 

T he results of the elec¬ 
tions show that the 
second largest group 
after the BJP is not tec 
Congress but the regional par¬ 
ties. Includjng tee indepen¬ 
dents and Communists, 195 of 
tee 534 seats have gone to 
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regional groups. Increasingly, 
these groups are playing larg¬ 
er roles in India's politics. 
Groups like DMK, TMC, AGP 
and TDP (see box) have now 
formed a new front, called the 
"Federal Front". With the for¬ 
mation of this front, it is 
expected that regional issues 
will gain more importance in 
national politics. A discussion 
on Centre-State relations is 
likely. 

At present the Central 
government concentrates 
financial and administrative 
powers and often misuses 
Article 356 to dismiss State 
governments. The voter has 
sent a clear signal that region¬ 
al aspirations cannot be swept 
away by the Centre. The 
Sarkaria Commission had rec¬ 
ommended that balance of 
resources in favour of State 
governments be restored and 
that Article 356 be amended to 
prevent its misuse in dismiss¬ 
ing State governments. The 
Commission was set up in 
1983 and submitted its report 
consisting of 247 recommen¬ 
dations in October 1987. 
Nothing has been done since. 

It was recommended that 
the report be debated in 
Parliament and State legisla¬ 
tures but many MPs have not 
even seen the report. 
Panchayats and Zilla 
Parishads were to be under 
the State, but have been con¬ 
stituted in a way that the 
Centre has more control over 
them. It had also recommend¬ 
ed that governors should be 
appointed in consultation 
with the Chief Minister. He 
should preferably be a non- 
political person and should 
not go back to active politics 
after retirement. Article 356 
should be used sparingly and 


only at the request of the 
State. These recommendations 
are observed more in breach 
than observance. Greater 
financial autonomy and shar¬ 
ing of revenue and royalty on 
mineral resources was also 
recommended. 

States which are rich in 
natural resources, such as 
Assam and Bihar, are today 
backward and poor. In many 
instances this apparent injus¬ 
tice has led to separatist 
movements. The Sarkaria 
Commission recommenda¬ 
tions are thus important not 
only to give more powers to 
the State but also to avoid the 
separatist movements which 
are started by people who feel 
discriminated against. With 
the rise of regional parties, 
perhaps the time has come 
when these issues will come 
under greater scrutiny. 

Support of these groups 
is extremely important in 
coalition politics. The regional 
parties will demand greater 
autonomy as a precondition 
for supporting any govern¬ 
ment at the Centre. It seems 
likely that administrative 
reforms will be speeded up, 
though in many areas, eco¬ 
nomic reforms have ensured 
that States have more areas in 
which to exercise their pow¬ 
ers. 

If State governments are 
given more powers, it might 
even introduce greater 
responsibility and account¬ 
ability of the government. It 
will take up growth pro¬ 
grammes needed by the vot¬ 
ers. Populist schemes cannot 
be introduced if they cannot 
be financed. State govern¬ 
ments have tried to privatise 
certain sectors on their own, 
because at the local level 



Congress 
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«en, sine® ificfepwtdettolU 
was down to 139. Th^ yreir^ .4 
Pradesh, Bihar, Ma^byaPtwlesh, 



sent Except in Orissa and West Bengal, then Was a swing 
against the Congress tn all States, its tosses were more 
pronounced in the South than in the North.' 

BJP: The BJPhas emerged as the stegtetargest par¬ 
ity, though short of a majority. It seems to pa 'steadily 
' increasing its share, both in tame Of seats and percentage 
ofvotes. Khar, Maharsahtra and Haryana has seen a 
’ swing in favour Of BJP. But In non-BJP States, it has not 
been able to make a dent. The BJP belt extends from Bihar 
tb Kamataka. There is no doubt that the BJP te nsing^ but tt | 
has an uneven base. Tha young and new voters aSem to 
favour BJP, acoording to opinion polls. The party has seen 
oonsistent additions of voters slnoe its inception. ' ;V< 

‘V * _ , ' • y 

,NF*LF:The NF-fcFtias hadmajortosses inBfhar. The 
oomblne has representation Onty in a few States. It has . 
gained in Kerala," Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, .but lost in 
Ortesa, .West Bengal arid Bihar. lo teWis of percentages, 
the combine has tost 4,7 per cent of votes since 1991. 


things like power availability 
and infrastructure play an 
important role. To generate 
funds, subsidies on power 
and irrigation will be reduced. 
The Central government, on 
the other hand, cannot do 
much in these areas. 

Regional 

Nationalism 

he rise of regional 
parties poses a fresh 
challenge to national 
parties and may alter 
Indian polity like never 


before. Unless the national 
parties learn to address their 
issues, hung parliaments may 
become the rule rather thar 
the exception. 

It would, however, bt 
wrong to say that regiona 
power play is based on charis 
ma of leaders. Jayalalitha anc 
Lakshmi Parvati found thei: 
charisma would not work fo 
them. Laloo Prasad Yadav' 
belief that he was the leader c 
all backward castes an 
minorities in Bihar has als 
been cracked. Similar is th 
case in U.P., where the ant 
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Dear friend, 

My name i« Raj Bapna. In this lener, I have some¬ 
thing very important to aay that oan help you greatly 
to get success in your exams and competitions. If 
you have 10 minutes, 1 request you to read this page 
about two courses that teach you how to study, how 
to use more mind power, how to improve your 
memory and much much raore. 

There is a no-nsk 31-day money back guarantee, 
lust read this page now and it will make you a lit¬ 
tle better student. 

Yogis have always known it and scientists have 
also discovered it now—that each person's mind is 
very powerful. That most people use only 10% of 
their mind power. That uplo 90% of mind power 
remains hidden and un used. 

How Will You Benefit 

Before you read this page fully, I want to make it 
clear that my course cannot give success by magic 
But with my course, you can be more sure of suc¬ 
cess because you become better than 99% of students 
in the following 9 Critical Success Factors : 

1 Good increase in your memory rid concentra¬ 
tion 2 Your effectiveness to read and learn will in¬ 
crease greatly 3. Your ability to study longer without 
getting tired (bodv or mind) or feeling sleepy will in¬ 
crease 4 You will experience that you arc capable of 
achieving muth more success than you currently do 
(even if you are already very good) S. Small to 
moderate improvement m your intelligence 6. Set 
realistically nigh aims/goals and take you step by 
step on the road to achieve success 7. Improve writ¬ 
ing, spelling, interview skills 8 Learn exam secrets 
to gel more marks for what you have studied 
9 Avoid big mistakes that can result in failure 
Suppose you improve only 3% in each, then total 
improvement is 5x9* 45% 1 know you will im¬ 
prove 100% just m reading speed. So, your total im¬ 
provement wilt be great for your success. 

Simple, Practical, Effective 

My techniques arc effective They do not make 
you nred. Ami you can learn them fast I leach no 
llu-ory. Only the techniques that have proved effec¬ 
tive for myself and other students 
You may find it difficult to fully understand the 
powet ana benefits of my course just by reading this 
page now But. those who join my course will 
benefit greatly and avoid mistakes that can cause 
failure for others. If vou do not believe me. then read 
what newspapers and journals say 
The newspaper Times of India, says that from my 
course you team “Simple, effective, practical techni¬ 
ques to improve overall intelligence and mind power. 
Even average student dan easily u 



for More Success in Competitions 


: problems of study and life... to 
achieve fair degree of success ” 

New All India Memory Record 

One of our students R Caudally has set Alt India 
Memory Record on 1 Aug I99S. In interviews to 
many newspapers he said "The secret of my newly 
developed memory arc postal courses Mind Power 
Muir and Mini Power Study Techniques from the 
Mind Power Research Institute, Udaipur." 

Before joining our courses, he was an average stu¬ 
dent and scored only 52.3% m High School Exam. 

Let me ask you one question. If my course can 
help someone lo set a new memory record, can it not 
help you to get more success in your exam? 

Improve Your Memory Quickly 

Of many easy techniques, two are explained here. 

ONE. The brain has two memory stores: short¬ 
term and long-term. Research shows that Without 
revision, after 24 hours we remember only 18%. 
After 1 month only 5%. It clearly shows that we 
must revise. But, most students do not revise sys¬ 
tematically, so much of their hard work is wasted. I 
leach you the powerful techniques “Systematic 
Revision'' ana “Daily Routine’ so that you can revise 
and remember more in less time. 

TWO. Scientific research has proved that for bel¬ 
ief memory, we should take rest and not study con¬ 
tinuously for hours. You will team my technique 
“Rest Routine" to get maximum benefit from the 
rest. This technique relaxes you, changes your brain 
waves, and puts you m a “learning state”. 


Read Faster to Revise Faster 

Everyone can leant to read and understand 300, or 
500 or more words per minute. But, many of us read 
only about 100 words per minute. My “Finger Tech¬ 
nique” will double your reading speed in 30 
minutes. Your readmg may be slow if 

• If you read aloud or move lips • If you do not 
read aloud but hear the sounds in your mind when 
you read • If you read one word at a glance rather 
than reading many wonts at a glance • it, without 
your knowledge, you read some wordvagain and 
again. 

My course will help you to overcome these habits. 

The best use of reading faster ts-not to study new 
chapters for the first time, but to revise again and 
again quickly so that you can remember more in less 
time. The "Finger Technique" helped me to increase 
my rcrii-ng speed from 72 to 1037 words per minute. 
Here is what two experts say about this technique: 

“1 am very happy to inform you that my son Ravi 
An and increased bis reading speed from 228 to 
surprisingly high 1818 words per minute. Thank you 
tor your course' -a ml sogh. Maas. ms. Eyt sweaon mm 

“Unbelievably, t improved my reading speed from 
75 to 200 words per minute My son improved his 
memory He also improved his reading speed from 
4510 100" —PmlMBhatnavir PhO FomvVmUSA 

I Was Not Always Successful 

I want you to know that 1 was not always highly 
successful as a student. You can call it luck or 
chance that 1 happened to discover a few tccliniques 
to study for success These techniques changed my 
life ana my marks improved in three years from 
73.0% to 78.0%. 83.5%, 87.7% Similarly. I did not 
get NTS scholarship in class 10 because I made a 
simple, stupid mistake. Then in class 11.1 did not 
make the mistake and 1 got success in NTS. 

Do you realize that if just a few techniques im¬ 
proved my success so much, what my complete 
Lourse can do for your success? It now contains 
much much more than I used to get the success men¬ 
tioned above 

Actually there are 2 ways to get success- 

One. By chance, team techniques for success your¬ 
self. Some people get success this way 

Two Leam under the guidance of an able teacher 
who has been successful In this way. you benefit 
from teacher's mistakes and experience Many mare 
people can get success this way This is the reason 
why my course is so valuable. 

You probably know that in competitions just 1 or 2 
more marks can turn failure into success So. there ts 
no limit lo what my course can do for you 

What is Unique About It 

My course combines 5000 year old Indian techni¬ 
ques with the latest scientific discoveries in brain re¬ 
search, nutrition, psychology, and music in America 
and other countries. 

In USA. just before reluming to India. I spent 
1300 dollars (about Rs 42,000) to join two courses to 
learn 3 more mind pov, er techniques. You will leant 
them in my course My personal library hat. books 
and courses worth Rs 1.17.210 1 have read, experi¬ 
mented, researched wuh all their techniques ana in¬ 
cluded only the best ones into my course. These 
techniques are m addition to my own developed tech¬ 
niques in the course. 

This course is protected by the Copyright Law, and 
so nobody can copy my matcnal. 

You may now realize that my course is very’ power¬ 
ful. Use it for one week to prove to yourself. 

If Ybu An Taking Coaching 

Good, it is better to take coaching than to risk 
failure. Jusi as a strong foundation helps to build a 
good building, my course helps you lo make the best 
use of year coaching, tuition, and hard work. 

Used by Lakhs World-Wide 

Lakhs and lakhs of people from every corner of India 
and from many pails of the world are benefiung 
everyday from my course Consider just this simple fact: 

If a course from India is used even abroad, the course 
must be really good 

Do you understand fully that you can decide to order 
this course now to help you (a eel success and also to 
fulfil your parent's hopes and (beams? God's blessings 
and my best wishes are with you for your success 


BIO-DATA 

t B E, BITS Pilani. M Tech. I IT Kharagpur, NTSC 
scholar Rank 5 Raj School Board. 

World-famous author. 1 published 3 computer books in 
USA One is best selling MS-DOS Masters (cost $27). 
Increased my reading speed from 72 to 1037 wonts per 
minute. Was a member of Sodefy for Accelera t ed 
learning & Teaching. USA 

[ My first job as an engineer paid only Rt 1000 per 
MONTH Jusl 7 yean taler, I earned 50 dollars per 
HOUR in USA as computer expert 
Ai the peak of success, f returned to India to do soma- 
thtug in out own country. Now, I spend my frill tune to 
do research for students' benefit. 

|-f also learnt French. Sanskrit, Karate. Breaking wooden 
board by bind, many Meditations, etc. 


Music for 8uccess 

Mind Power Music has powerful effects on your 
mind/ brain So. it it not for people with epilepsy. Bid 
anyone undergoing psychiatric or electro-therapy. 

It is based on scienufic research into how the mind 
works and how to program and comrol it for our own 
success It has sounds from instruments and nature 
(river, buds) For details on how such relaxing music 
helps to leam faster, please read USA best- sellar books < 
"Superleaming” and “MegaBrain". 

The Hidden-Messages in music bypaw you 
conscious mind and go to your subconscious mind, and 
change your behaviour. Here it wbnl people say: 

"I have already purchased a course of Mind Power 
Music Please send me 6 more for the use of my staff. 
Thank you." — Brew iPitwpal). Hoy Bock Softool, s w, na 

"Very good h relaxes my body end mind h reduces 
the tension of my studies " — Or Anju aaithk*. MBBS, (Sepal 

Money-Back GUARANTEE 

Order my course (code 806 or 7 i 3) and if you are not 
fully 100% satisfied, return in 31 days, and I will send 
MO for your money back (less Rs 20 for postage, 
handling) No questions will be wked. No n*k to you. 

Are you thinking bow I can give such a unique 
guarantee? It is because 1 know from experience diet 
many people benefit on the full day and almost everyone 
bcnefits’within one week, and so 31 days is more tbain 
enough m benefil greatly and to be fully satisfied 

If you order this month. I will also send a poster of 
Banna’s Optical Illusion* Technique for Concentration. 
keep ilw free gift even if you return the course. 

Time Does Not Wait for Anyone 

It is now uplo you You oan turn this page as if you 
did not even read it and miss this opportunity for more 
success Or, you can join this course today. 

Will the coming weeks and months make you a much 
betier student by loinmg this course'’ Or, will you 
remain like many others and struggle for success? 

You decide. 


Not sold tn shops 


tin year 01 < 

now offering the following discount pnees. Order 
without wan. because prices will increase in near future. 


Nam* bins Cfeacriptton 

BngNatt 

Cod* 

Hindi 

Cod* 

Ptfe* + 
Postage 

Mind Power Study Techniques 

806 

806H 

120*18 

1 Mind Power Music Count** | 

Memory and Concentration 
(with (re* book inEngkfih only) 
(Thousands sold to' hs 110) 

111 

111H 

65+16 

(eat lie) 

Dsvotop Strong WM Powar 

280 

280H 

BS+fS 

| Sp*d*i Offer*: Saw tv*n Mot* | 

All the three above (806,111,200) 

641 041 H 1 20Q+15 ] 

fiori eourses 806 and l f 1 

713 713H 1 186+16 / 


Note’ Speed Post delivery available for'Rs 100 extra. 

How to Order 

You can order m two ways: 

(1) Send the frill price to get by Registered Post OR 

(2) For VPP, the price is Rs 10 more than frill price; send 
roughly half the amount as advance: pay remaining 
amount to the posrnian. 

To order, go io the bank or post office, and quickly send 
a D.D. or M O. in the name of M.P.R.I. payable at 
Udaipur- Rajasthan to- ~ " 

Director, Mind Power Research Institute 
M-7 Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313002 

Ttaase wrtta your name a address as Di» (1) bottom ot MO lorm 
OR (2) back of DO wilfo in capital tadantha Ham coda, your 
name, PIN. address Don't sand TMO or In). Mow 1 -3 nooks 
lor ordei processing Udaipur lunsdlcoon only. 

-TM-lredaroarks CopydRHbyMPRI 



BJP votes have been split. All 
this points to decentralisation 
of power and the days of one 
person representing a State 
may be numbered. 

People in States favour 
leaders who can understand 
their aspirations and needs. 
Farmers'in States will increas¬ 
ingly be looking for what their 
leaders can get them from 
national politics. Macro level 
economic policy such as the 
one practised by the Congress 
is likely to have little effect on 
people in the States even 
though the reforms undertak¬ 
en by it may benefit the 
regions indirectly. 

Leaders like Chidam¬ 
baram and Scindia, who can 
translate .regional aspirations 
to national politics will 
increase in the future. If 
national parties cannot absorb 
such changes, they will find 
their base being eroded away 
by regional groups. At present 
the three major parties, 
Congress, BJP and NF, are too 
centralised to take this phe¬ 
nomenon into account. But 
they will have to sooner or lat¬ 
er, since regional leaders will 
not be content to play sec¬ 
ondary roles in these parties. 

To survive, national par¬ 
ties will have to decentralise. 
It will not do to seek their sup¬ 
port by entering into a conve¬ 
nient alliances whenever a 
national party is looking for 
numbers to prove its majority. 
Whether national parties will 
be able to address regional 
issues and in what way 
remains to be seen. 

Coalition Politics 

y their nature, coali¬ 
tion governments are 
unstable. Italy has 
seen 54 governments 


in 50 years. Germany has a 
stable coalition government 
while France has come to be a 
stable fifth republic after a 
period of churning. All over 
Europe, coalitions carry with 
them regional groups and 
those with special interests, 
like farmers and workers. 
However, there is little or no 
compromise on ideology or 
the blatant opportunism 
shown by groups in India to 
get power. 

In India coalitions 
amount to compromises. The 
NF, for instance, insisted that 
it will have nothing to do with 
Congress with Rao as the 
leader. That stand was quickly 
dissolved as it realised that 
Congress support was essen¬ 
tial, with or without Rao. 
Moreover, support from out¬ 
side will not be without cer¬ 
tain promises to be made by 
the NF. This would undoubt¬ 
edly lead to a compromise on 
the stand and ideology of the 
National Front. 

Another aspect of coali¬ 
tions in India is that they are 
not announced before the 
election but the process of seat 
gathering begins when the 
government is to be formed. 
This leads to trading of MPs. 
The voter may find that his 
vote has gone to waste as the 
party he voted against man¬ 
ages a coalition with other 
groups and still manages to 
come to power. To prevent 
this, coalitions should be 
announced before the elec¬ 
tions so that the voter knows 
what he is voting for. 

In India, the coalition 
government marks an unsta¬ 
ble period, because there are 
too many regional chiefs in 
the fray, each with huge egos 
and equally huge ambition. It 


is hoped that the constituent 
groups leam from the past 
experiences and try to form a 
stable government. Whenever 
the country is unstable, other 
countries have taken advan¬ 
tage of our vulnerability. 

Today, the country faces 
threats by the US to penalise it 
for not adhering to Trade 
Related Intel-lectual Property 
Rights (TRIPs). Apart from 
placing India under the 
Super-301 provisions which 
will make it difficult to export, 
there is also a threat to take 
India to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) dispute 
settlement panel for violating 
provisions relating to drugs 
and fertilisers. 

With lack of decision 
making government at the 
- Centre, Pakistan may also like 
to play its Kashmir card again 
and also raise the issue in 


international meetings, as it 
has been doing. It has already 
complained about elections in 
Kashmir and claims they were 
held by force. 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee had a 
point when he said that the 
Third Front does not* have an 
agenda for the country. "We 
have not heard them say even 
a word about what they 
would do for you or the coun¬ 
try. They seem to have a sin¬ 
gle point agenda: stop the BJP 
at any cost." 

Now that the objective 
has'been achieved, will we see 
the government taking a 
stand about national issues 7 
Dove Gowda certainly has his 
hands full, managing the 
diverse groups within his fold 
on the one hand and taking 
some hard decisions about the 
country on the other. 


jgebut in Centre, via CPI 

..linfr* Jft&oric ctedstori, the CPI decided on June 
•2, l99e- to parttdpate In the United Front (UF) gov* 
rridtlclng It the first Communist Party to 
at the Centre. 

^fter intensely debating over the issue, the 
' of the CPI overwhelmingly voted 

Deve Gowda govern- 

' * 

government, CPI 
toplay thereto 

apteato other Left paitiis 
/ role form 
With only 43Xok Sabha 






government, rtorlt can 
within the govftWfimertt, 

; WeWrthJfcef- 
the same”, said a 


, . ”• ' .. . 

; .... -5,? I' •* „ . . .• A ... , *•*, ,* ' 
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ESSAY 

Limits of 

“They that give up essential liberty to 
obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety." 

Benjamin Franklin 

The right to liberty, though fundamen¬ 
tal to human nature, is neither absolute in 
exercise nor is it an act of charity by the 
ruler of the day. It is inherent in the com¬ 
plexion of any civilised society. Wherever 
discrimination in the grant of personal lib¬ 
erty has been shown on any pretext, the 
result has been a conflict and crisis of con¬ 
fidence. Since liberty is an assurance to feel 
and act free on its violation is the negation j 
of human dignity. No liberty in a civilised | 
society is as absolute as to become a li- ! 
cence, which in turn may change into an¬ 
archy or the rule of jungle. Gone are the 
days when the cult 'might is right' held 
sway in the lives of some individuals, 
communities or even nation-States. The 
liberty to do anything and everything 
without observing the legitimate limits 
that are incumbent upon all types of lib¬ 
erty, is an invitation to self-destruction, 
as has been the fate of many a despot or 
desperado in the past. In fact, liberty tastes 
sweet and sonorous only when it is bound 
with certain reasonable limits. 

If some fellow takes into his head that 
he has ail the liberty to walk in the middle 
of a busy road or play his stereo-system at 
full volume at mid-night, he has to be told 
in no uncertain term that his unbridled lib¬ 
erty to act as he likes ends where the lib¬ 
erty of road users and night sleepers begins. 
The freedom of action of any 'liberty-in¬ 
toxicated' person has to be curtailed if 
we mean business in our day to day 
dealings and social relations. When a 
majority of us refuse to interfere with the 
liberty of others and voluntarily submit 
to a curtailment of our private liberty. 


Liberty 

we do so to enjoy a social order which 
makes our liberty a reality. 

Liberty is not a personal affair only, 
but a social contract. It is an accommoda¬ 
tion of interest. In matters which do not 
touch anybody else’s liberty, of course, a 
person may be as free as he likes. In re¬ 
spect of eating, dressing, professing a J 
faith, following a religion or no religion j 
at all, a person enjoys almost full free- j 
dom. The question of putting legitimate j 
limits to the exercise of liberty becomes i 
inevitable when such liberty becomes a j 
social nuisance or smacks of bullying j 
tactics or feudal fads. Otherwise we have j 
a whole kingdom in which we rule alone, 1 
can do what we choose, be wise or ri- j 
diculous, harsh or easy, conventional or j 
odd. But, as we step out of that kingdom < 
our personal liberty of action gets quali- | 
fied by other people's liberty. As social j 
animals, we have to accommodate our j 
liberty to that of others. 

In normal circumstances, people cn- 1 
joy liberty to the best of their ability and 
acumen. Unless they encroach upon the 
freedom of others and meddle into their 
affairs, no outside authority comes into the 
picture to remind them to behave and be 
discreet. It is only when some person or 
persons become a threat to social harmony, 
the 'powers that be' become active and put 
a brake to such an arrogant use of liberty. 
In times of national crisis, civil war or 
aggression, the contours of liberty get con¬ 
trolled by the State so that the abnormal 
situation is successfully tackled. In a state 
of emergency, if the liberty of the people to 
move or speak freely is put under restraint, 
there is nothing unusual about it. The en¬ 
joyment of liberty is relevant only when 
the atmosphere or social order is free from 
tension or trauma. 

There are three types of limits (re¬ 


straints) that liberty has to obey before it 
becomes a vibrant virtue and blooming 
boon. Limits of liberty emanate from the 
self, the society and the State. As the say¬ 
ing goes, 'necessity is the mother of inven¬ 
tion'. When individuals in groups began to 
move from the nomadic state to the 
organised one, the need to have some so¬ 
cial control and cohesion among people,, 
took the shape of a antral authority. Gradu¬ 
ally the nation-States took roots in the 
minds of people and thus was bom the 
institution of government and its multiple 
subordinate agencies to put a curb on the 
adventurous and the law-breakers who 
were out to break all norms of decency and 
discipline in the name of their personal lib¬ 
erty When we try to subject others to physi¬ 
cal, mental or emotional harm, we do so in 
the belief that our liberty is not bound by 
any responsibility or restriction. Thisis both 
a fallacy as well as a folly. A reasonable 
consideration for the rights or feelings 
of others is the foundation of social con¬ 
duct. The fact is that we can be neither 
complete anarchists nor complete social¬ 
ists in this complex world—or rather we 
must be a judicious mixture of both. Un¬ 
der no circumstances should anyone have 
the liberty to be a nuisance to his 
neighbours or fellow travellers when he 
is in a train or a bus, or make his kith 
and kin a burden and a danger to the 
society at large in the name of personal 
liberty. It is only in small matters of con¬ 
duct, in the observance of rules and regu¬ 
lations, that we pass judgement upon 
ourselves, and declare that we are 
civilised or uncivilised. "The great mo¬ 
ments of heroism and sacrifice are rare. 
It is the little habits of common place in¬ 
tercourse that make up the great sum of 
life and sweeten or make bitter the jour¬ 
ney." (A.G. Gardiner) 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Kashmir: The Road Ahead 

Many described India's plans to hold elec - lence and desire peace; similar to the sen- 1960 and 1989, the NC won the elections 

tions in Kashmir as foolhardy. Vjfith terrorists timent in Punjab after years of terrorism, uncontested. Elections could not be held in 

determined to disrupt elections and interfer- The economy lies in ruins and the once 1991 due to unprecedented insurgency. 

ence from Pakistan growing, a low turnout and prosperous tourist attraction is now host The NC gradually became irrelevant. 

high violence was expected. Tho bomb blasts, to large numbers of security personnel and It failed to meet the challenges posed by 

one in Rajasthan and another in New Delhi's roaming gangs. This may be partly why terrorists. Terrorism in the State disrupted 

crowded shopping area, seemed to confirm this, elections have been successful in the State, life forcing many people to flee and live as 

But apart from a few violent incidents, the first a cry of the people for a return to normalcy, migrants elsewhere. This caused great 

elections in the State in seven years were held The parliamentary elections will pave hardship to the people. 

in a largely peaceful manner. Moderate to heavy the way for Assembly polls thus ending 

turnout was reported■ in Baramulla and the army rule which has alienated the achievement 

Anantnag constituencies during the second people. The Assembly polls would mark 

phase of polling, belying forecasts that there the return to normal politics. Even if there T A THAT is remarkable is that the elec- 

would be low turnout. is a low turnout, the local government may V V tions have been held defying every 

But elections are just a step towards nor- be able to assert itself and crush militancy, single attempt to derail them. In the past, 

maky in the troubled State. Much still remains to plans for elections had to be shelved in the 

be done. Despite the conducting of the polls, the ^ History of Rieeinz ace v ‘°* ence anc * disruptive activities. 

people of Kashmir remain trapped in the crossfire _ y b» o This time too, political parties said that the 

between separatist groups and the administration. THE elections were on the whole con- time was not proper for elections. There 
It will take much more than elections to lift the JL ducted in a free and fair manner, which were also fears of terrorist strikes at the 

gloom that still hangs over the Valley. was not the case earlier. Kashmir has a most crucial times that had led to earlier 

history of rigging elections, which may postponement of polls. 

T HE elections in Kashmir and the large have led to the current state of violence. The burning of the Chrar-e-Sharief last 

turnout of voters have raised the hope The holding of elections this time thus year had successfully obstructed the po- 

that the violence that has plagued the Kash- holds the promise that the government can litical process. On March 24,1996therewas 

mir Valley may finally come to an end. In win back the confidence of the people. a shootout between the police and mili- 

tuming out in larger numbers than ex- In 1951, the first Assembly elections tants at the Hazratbal shrine. Two police- 

pected, the people have demonstrated were held in Kashmir. The National Con- men and eight militants were killed, 

maturity and the realisation that a popular ference (NC) won 73 of the 75 seats uncon- Clearly, the militants did not want elections 

government is the only way that the de- tested. The elections in 1957 were the first and wanted to disrupt them this time also, 

signs of Pakistan can be defeated. The after the adoption of the State's constitu- There was also the boycott of the elections 

people of Kashmir have lived with terror tion. Sheikh Abdullah won 68 seats while by the All Party Huriyat Conference while 

for over seven years but the State has now the Opposition won the remaining seats the National Conference made its partici- 

emerged one-up on Punjab, which went from Jammu region. This trend continued pation conditional—on a special autonomy 

through a similar exercise in 1991 and 1992 in 1962 when the NC won 70 seats. package and restoration of the pre-1952 

but with a significantly less poll percent- The NC lost the elections for the first status. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

age. The State has since staged a spectacu- time in 1967 when the Congress won 61 questioned the very purpose of holding 

lar turnaround, raising the hope that a simi- seats. In each of the elections, nomination elections in Kashmir. There were also the 

lar recovery may take place in Kashmir too. papers of a large number of Opposition can- bomb attacks by Pakistan-aided terrorist 

Punjab has shown that a democratic pro- didates were rejected, sometimes on flimsy groups. The pro-Pakistan Hizbul 

cess can start the changes which lead to grounds. In 1972 the NC did not participate Mujahedin, one of the powerful groups in 

enduring peace. and Congress won again. But in 1977 and the Valley, threatened that it would not 

Therfe may be other similarities with 1983, the NC won an absolute majority. In allow elections. There were fears of a back- 

Punjab. Kashmiris are now fed up of vio- 1987, tire NC-Congress wan a majority, hr lash from such groups. 
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The holding of the elections in this 
scenario are no doubt an achievement. The 
elections saw huge deploy mentof security 
forces and other people to prevent any 
unforeseen event. About one lakh security 
personnel were sent to Kashmir. 15,000 
employees were brought from Delhi and 
Chandigarh for poll duties. Doctors were 
flown in as the State's health department 
was on strike. 

For the first time, ballot boxes were kept 
in New Delhi, Udhampur and Jammu to 
enable migrants to cast their votes. The mi¬ 
grants too want a return of normalcy and 
went to return to their homes. The violence 
in Kashmir had gone too long and disrupted 
too many lives. Postal ballots gave the people 
living elsewhere a chance to express their 
franchise. About one lakh migrants live else¬ 
where, having fled from their homes. 

There were reports of coercive voting 
where the pro-government militants and 
security forces reportedly compelled people 
virtually atgun point to cast their votes. In 
some areas like Sopore, people said that 
they queued outside polling booths out of 
fear of the army. This could be counter¬ 
productive in the long run, but it is also 
possible that such accusations were made 
to avoid reprisals from militant groups who 
had threatened the people with dire conse¬ 
quences if they participated in the elections. 

Newspapers too reported that the In¬ 
dian army had threatened the people and 
they voted out of fear. While this may be 
true to some extent, it seems improbable 
that the army could be so effective in en¬ 
suring high voter turnout. As senior army 
officers put it, if they could actually ensure 
voter turnout, the elections could have been 
held much before. Clearly, people decided 
to vote themselves in a desire for return to 
normalcy and the allegations of army co¬ 
ercion may be inflated. Voter turnout in 
Kashmir was higher than in Gujarat and 
Rajasthan and it is doubtful that such a 
high turnout could be achieved by threats. 

The Road Ahead 

X TOW that die poll has been conducted 

in a free and fair manner and the voter 
response has been substantive, Kashmir may 
finally be on its way to recovery. The large 


turnout and the relative calm in Kashmir is a 
setback to separatist groups and to Pakistan. 

However, elections are not an end in 
itself. It would be wrong to indulge in 
euphoria at the large voter turnout. The 
holding of elections in Kashmir is no doubt 
an achievement, but much still remains to 
be done. Pakistan may still pose a danger 
as it now faces the prospect of failure of all 
its efforts in Kashmir. It makes no bones 
about its position on Kashmir. It raises the 
issue in all international meets and contin¬ 
ues its interference in the State. 

The State, in fact, faces a greater threat 
now that the country has political instabil¬ 
ity at the Centre. The prospect of a weak 
coalition government at the Centre might 
raise Pakistan's hopes and it may try yet to 
give peace in Kashmir a setback. In the 
past, Pakistan has tried to take advantage 
of instability in India. In 1964, after the 
death of Nehru, Pakistan perceived that 
India was weak and tried to wrest Kash¬ 
mir. In 1990, when the country had the dith¬ 
ering government of V.P. Singh, Rubiaya 
Sayeed daughter of Union Minister Mufti 
Mohd Sayeed was kidnapped. How the 
coalition government of the United Front 
deals with Kashmir will be crucial. 

The country must also realise that at 
the heart of the movement in Kashmir are 
socio-economic causes. Coupled with po¬ 
litical manipulations and large scale rig¬ 
ging of elections in the past, this led to 
alienation of the people. Efforts must be 
made to correct these distortions. Apart 
from peace, what Kashmiris want is an 
efficient and responsive administration. 
Elections alone will not solve the problem. 

Elections, nevertheless, are a setback 
to the plans of the militants. Their hope 
that no local party would contest the poll 
has been dashed. There are six constituen¬ 
cies in the State, one each in Ladakh, 
Jammu and Udhampur and the balance 
three constituencies in the Valley, consist¬ 
ing of Srinagar, Baramulla and Anantnag. 

More than 110 candidates were in the 
fray. Also in the fray was the Awami 
League, a new party created by an ex-mili¬ 
tant, Kukka Parray. Though he has suc¬ 
ceeded in chasing out militants with the 
help of the armed forces, people complain 
about the methods of five group in threat¬ 


ening and intimidating them. Kukka 
Parray, however, may yet have support 
from the local people who are tired of vio¬ 
lence in the Valley. 

The boycott by the National Confer¬ 
ence was no doubt a setback, but this did 
not prevent others from participating. 
There was an increase in die number of 
candidates in all the constituencies, 
showing that the fear of militants had 
subsided to a very great extent. Three 
anti-insurgency groups joined the fray, 
the leading one being Awami League. 
The BJP fielded candidates for all the six 
constituencies. 

The Huriyat Conference hoped that a 
low turnout would justify their stand chat 
the elections were a farce. But this did not 
happen. Even the NC stands to be side¬ 
lined since the heavy voter turnout went 
against their calculations. 

Successful holding of Parliamentary 
elections in jammu & Kashmir has opened 
die gates for holding of the State elections 
too. However, the point to be noted is that 
mere elections are not going to solve the 
Kashmir problem. Elections are just the first 
few steps towards peace. Much will de¬ 
pend On how the government works to heal 
the wounds of the people; correct steps to 
reduce genuine grievances are as impor¬ 
tant. There are yet no signs of die alien¬ 
ation of the people diminishing. 

The most urgent need is to develop die 
infrastructure of the State machinery which 
is in complete shambles. Then there has de¬ 
veloped a nexus between the militants and a 
section of bureaucracy. This nexus needs to 
be broken immediately. Institutional neglect 
and decay needs to be checked. 

There are also the gnawing problems 
of unemployment. The education system 
has also gone for a six. 

That the government was able to hold 
elections; that more than 50 per cent people 
participated, shows the growing alienation 
of die militants and their masters in Pakistan. 
The people are fed-up and want peace back. 
There definitely exists an opportunity to bring 
peace in Kashmir; all it requires now is sin¬ 
cere handling of State affairs. All the right- 
minded political parties are required to rise 
above petty politics if best is to be made of 
die opportunity on hand. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Emerging 

China continues to be an enigma. Tlw coun¬ 
try is the most populated and is run by commu¬ 
nists, but has managed to be the world's fastest 
growing economy. It makes no bones about be¬ 
ing an occupying force, like in Tibet, and about 
showing its teeth to Taiwan should it decide to 
vote for independence. The country is also not 
apologetic about its blemished human rights 
record where demonstrations are put down 
firmly and children killed by lethal tnjection in 
pursuit of its one-child policy. 

The West does not know how to react to 
this emerging superpower. It sees China as a 
destabilising force, with expansionist ambitions 
on one hand and its refusal to follow interna¬ 
tional rules with regard to trade, intellectual 
property rights and nuclear non-proliferation 
on the other The West makes noises about hu¬ 
man rights but cannot afford to lose the trading 
opportunities thrnon up by the largest untapped 
market in the world. China uses its position 
with strength, telling the rest of the world not 
to interfere in its internal affairs. In fact, China 
is the only country that can deal with the West¬ 
ern world while other nations often buckle down 
underpressure. 

This feature explores the enigma that is 
China. It puts together economic, social and 
political information about the country 

E VERY fourth person in the world is Chi 
nese. But China has not let a huge popu¬ 
lation, nor its political ideology of commu¬ 
nism, stand in the way of economic growth. 
It has adopted harsh measures to contain 
its population and at the same time has 
opened just enough of its economy to get in 
foreign capital. With the result, it has had 
the world's fastest growing economy in the 
past 15 years. With countries like japan 
floundering in recession and US depending 
heavily on trade, is China emerging as the 
next superpower?. 

Indeed, the huge and increasingly pros- 


China 


perous country is starting to throw its 
weight around. In a manner bordering on 
arrogance, it tells the world not to inter¬ 
fere in its internal affairs, a point which 
has consistently become a source of ten¬ 
sion in international meets. The tension is 
not only in how it treats its own people 
but also its attitude towards neighbouring 
countries. The world saw its strident ac¬ 
tions over Taiwan where it fired missiles 
to scare the country into not seeking inde¬ 
pendence. In Tibet, the Panchen Lama- 
designate vanished and China selected its 
own. It has bonier disputes with many 
ASEAN countries and also one with In¬ 
dia. Yet, China says it is not an expansion¬ 
ist power, a claim which the world finds 
hard to digest. 

There are other reasons why China is 
regarded with suspicion. It has consistently 
helped Pakistan in its nuclear programme, 
disregarding international protests. There 
are disputes about intellectual property 
rights as it disregards international law 
relating to copying of software and music. 
The US threatened to withdraw the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) status because of 
illegal copying of Western software and 
CDs by Chinese factories, causing loss to 
American companies to the tune of $2.3 
billion. But, President Clinton backed out 
at the last moment, fearing a full-scale 
trade war. 

The emergence of the superpower is 
unmistakable. In the post cold war era, 
China is the only power that can match 
American belligerence. It has become a sort 
of a balancing influence in a world that 
was fast becoming unipolar. China can 
more effectively counter US power if it can 
create allies of its own. However, its bel¬ 
ligerence stands in the way of getting the 
support of other nations. If the Asian coun¬ 
tries begin to see it as a threat rather than 


an ally, they might ask the US to maintain 
its military bases in the region, as it has 
been doing in the past. China has, how¬ 
ever, avoided such a situation till now. 

A SEAN countries—Malaysia, Brunei 
and Philippines—have disputes with 
China over the Spratly islands in 
the South China sea. Vietnam also has a 
dispute over all the Spratlys. Indonesia is 
worried by maps that show China want¬ 
ing to take over the gas-rich waters near 
the Natuna islands. 

But, ASEAN countries do not see 
China as an enemy. ASEAN members go 
out of their way to be nice to their arrogant 
neighbour. In July last year, Thailand com¬ 
pleted 20 years of diplomatic relatioas with 
China. The Indonesian Foreign Minister 
visited China about the same time and said 
that he was reassured about its intentions. 
ASEAN did put up a united front on the 
Philippines claim of an island where China 
had built some structures; but the response 
from China was abrasive. 

China knows it must be careful with 
its Asian neighbours and it is not as hostile 
with them as it is with the US. To counter 
the superpower's influence, it courts Eu¬ 
ropean nations and awards business con¬ 
tracts where America leaves off. France has 
signed $ 2 billion worth of contracts and 
Britain too is making such efforts. In the 
mixture of trade and politics, China 
realises that access to its market is a 
political gift which ail developed nations 
are after. So if the US raises uncomfort¬ 
able questions, China will simply move 
to other countries. 

China exploits the differences between 
countries and moves from strength to 
strength. It hopes to enter the next century 
as a superpower commanding more clout 
and respect. Countries like India will be 
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marginalised, more so because they have no 
coherent policy todeal with China. India, for 
instance, has no real policy of containing 
China in its efforts to support Pakistan's ef¬ 
forts in building the nuclear bomb. 

E VEN though the world may see it as a 
destabilising force, a firm signal has not 
been sent to China. In the post cold war 
era, the signals emanating from the US and 
other countries are that economics is all that 
matters. As long as China opens its economy 
and allows foreign investment, it appears that 
the world is content to make mandatory pro¬ 
tests only. China not only understands this 
but use's the tact to its advantage. The coun¬ 
try has successfully fought off threats of trade 
sanctions in the past. On many occasions, the 
West has backed off pressing demands of 
human rights because it desperately needs 
China as an economic ally. Perhaps no other 
country uses politics for economic interests 
as effectively as China. 

The reasoning followed by the West is 
that economic growth and liberalisation 
will make it easier to live with China; it 
might even begin to change itself as it opens 
up. This line of reasoning assumes that 
China may become open as it achieves 
prosperity, which has happened in many 
Asian countries In other countries, pros¬ 
perity and economic freedom has resulted 
in political freedom as in Thailand, Taiwan 
and South Korea. Countries that arc eco 
nomically closed and backward have re¬ 
mained repressive, like North Korea, 
Myanmar and Vietnam 

At present, the theory does not seem 
to be working. Aprosperous China appears 
to have become more arrogant and threat¬ 
ening, as was seen from its recent actions 
in the Taiwan Strait. The US State Depart¬ 
ment points out in a report that trade and 
prosperity will not bring about greater re¬ 
spect for human rights unless the political 
leadership agrees to abide by fundamental 
international norms. 

N OR is a liberal China necessarily a hu¬ 
mane one. Its law remains arbitrary 
and severe, where people can be jailed for 
"counter-revolutionary offences". The po¬ 
lice have sweeping powers to hold people 


without charge. There are 68 crimes pun¬ 
ishable by death; people have been killed 
for hooliganism and stealing cows. Official 
records mention 2,000 executions in 1994, 
which is three times more than the figure of 
the rest of the world. There may be pressure 
for change from within the country and there 
are reports that the legal system might be 
reformed, giving a faint glimmer of hope that 
China too may be reforming. 

The West continues to be appalled at 
the reports coming out of China about how 
citizens are treated there. A doctor who has 
defected to the West says that new bom j 
infants are given a lethal injection in Chi- j 
nese hospitals as the country follows a re- j 
lentiess one-child policy. Recently, another j 
report mentioned that orphanages in China I 
chain the children to their beds and some i 
of them are simply left to starve to death I 
so that orphanages are not crowded. The j 
Cultural Revolution of the 1960s, started ! 
by Mao Zedong, saw hordes of young , 
people going all over China leading to a : 
decade of killing and chaos. That episode | 
is blanked out from China and people are I 
forbidden to even talk about it. 

China says that what it does to its 
people is its internal matter. The VNfest how¬ 
ever says that China is a signatory of the 
UN Declaration on human rights and of 
conventions against the use of torture, and 
so it is under an obligation to observe in¬ 
ternational norms. 

With the result, while the Western 
world keeps up its demands for respect for 
human rights in China, the country is bra¬ 
zen about it. Mrs Clinton used the Beijing 
Women's conference to speak about human 
rights; in a thinly disguised statement, 
China told her to mind her own business. 
Nevertheless, there have been some suc¬ 
cesses too, as in the case for American 
born activist Harry Wu, who was re¬ 
leased by China after Western protests. 
But there is no knowing how many other 
activists have been jailed or even tortured 
and murdered. 

M ANY Chinese suspect that the 
real aim of the West when it raises 
such issues is to try and break up China, 
like the Soviet Union. There are indeed 


internal feuds between provinces which are 
never reported in the press. Not much is 
therefore known but a country as large as 
China is bound to have regions with dis¬ 
tinct interests and identities. However, the 
fear that they could one day break away 
seems to be small. 

Still, there are still fears that some far- 
flung provinces may one day break away 
from die centre. An American study men¬ 
tioned. that the chances of a break-up are 
as high as 50%. There may be currents of 
dissatisfaction in non-Chinese areas that 
have been annexed, such as Tibet, Inner 
Mongolia and Xinjiang. China makes sure 
that local leaders and senior officers are 
frequently rotated to prevent local affilia¬ 
tions to develop. 

China will of course suppress any 
provincial attempts to develop separate 
identities. Any hopes that the West may 
have that China will break up is far 
fetched. The world faces a dilemma 
about how to deal with a superpower 
that refuses to be typecast. At present it 
| is hoping that economic engagement 
! might result in China respecting inter- 
! national conventions. 

Will foe strategy work? While America 
| threatens but stops short of taking action, 

1 China clearly is able to use all nations in a 
; unique tightrope diplomacy. The only way 
I that China can be controlled is if the world 
! unites. The invasion of Taiwan was avoided 
j since China was left in no doubt that its 
I action would wreck relations with capital- 
! ist Asia and the West. At present, however, 

■ it seems unlikely that the world can put up 
i a united front as countries scramble for the 
! Chinese market. 

; At the same time, China is making 
• attempts to get areas under its control. 
Hong Kong and Macao are to revert to 
China, while the merger with Taiwan is 
seen by it as its natural right. However, it 
shrewdly recognises that unification will 
come about only when China acquires die 
power and influence to prevent other coun¬ 
tries from obstructing its right. There is, 
thus, no doubt that China has become a 
power to reckon vvidi. In the world's geo¬ 
political arena, it is fast emerging as a 
power this side of the globe. 
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ARTICLE 


India’s External Debt: 
A Cause for Concern 


External debt, as a means to finance eco¬ 
nomic growth, is a recognised method for rais¬ 
ing foreign exchange. Many developing 
countries like South Korn, Chinn. Philippines, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia have had 
higher levels of external debt during the recent 
past, but due to good management of the debt 
on the one hand and proper utilisation of the 
borrowed funds for economic development on 
the other, these countries have not only been 
able to achieve good rates of economic growth 
during the recent years, but have also kept the 
quantum of the foreign debt within manage¬ 
able limits. India is also a highly indebted coun¬ 
try and during the past over four years she has 
been able to manage the external debt reason - 
ably well. However, the apprehension■> about 
India falling into a debt trap are expressed by 
many. 

High Debt 

I N absolute terms, India's external debt 
has remained quite high among the de¬ 
veloping countries. India's total debt liabil¬ 
ity was US $ 75.9 billion in 1990 which rose 
sharply to $ 85.3 billion in 1991 and to US 
$ 92.7 billion in 1994. During 1995, there 
was again a sudden jump and India's ex¬ 
ternal debt touched a new high of $ 99.05 
billion. As per the World Debt Tables- 
1996, uptn the year 1993, India was the 
third largest indebted country in abso¬ 
lute terms with US $ 92.7 billion debt, 
after Brazil with US $ 132.75 billion and 
Mexico with $ 118.03 billion. But, during 
1994, China overtook India in absolute 
terms and India came down to the posi¬ 
tion of sixth largest indebted country of 
the world. As per the latest estimates 
given in the Economic Survey 1995-96, 


total external debt declined in absolute 
terms to US $ 93.84 billion by end of 
September 1995. 

Debt service payments in India have 
aiso been high In 1989-90 total debt ser¬ 
vice payments were to the tune of US $ 7 42 
billion which rose sharply to US i 8.98 
billion in 1990-91. After declining margin¬ 
ally for a couple of years, the debt service 
again rose to US $ 10.5 billion in 1994-95. 
The total debt service, as per rent of cur¬ 
rent receipts, rose from 30.9 to 35.25 per 
cent. This percentage, however, has been 
declining, notwithstanding the rise in ex¬ 
ternal debt in absolute terms. The debt 
service ratio was 26.65 per cent of the current 
receipts during 1994-95 and during the year 
1995-96 this ratio is expected to decline fur¬ 
ther. But a level of 20 per cent or more is quite 
high. 

India's debt service payments as per¬ 
centage of exports of goods and services was 
25 1 per cent during 1993-94. This ratio is 
quite high from international standards, par¬ 
ticularly when in India, the exports are less 
than 10 per cent of the total GDP. Coupled 
with the current receipts as ratio to the GDP, 
exports as percentage ot GDP are the two 
indicators which determine the capacity of 
any nation to repay its external debt. With 
current receipts also about 14 per cent of 
the GDP in 1994-95, India's potential 
capacity to repay its debt and withstand 
external "shocks" is quite low. Hence, 
there is a need to have sustained growth 
of exports over 20 per cent for over sev¬ 
eral years, on the one hand, and enhance 
the share of current receipts as percent¬ 
age of the GDP on the other. These mea¬ 
sures could increase country's resistance 
to a possible debt trap. 


: Positive Aspects 

D URING the recent years cer¬ 
tain positiv e aspects have brightened 
j up Indian prospects. Reasonably good 
management of external debt has resulted 
! in reducing the adverse effects of unmind- 
; ful borrowing and their chaotic manage- 
, ment during the previous decade During 
. the six-month period between April-Sep- 
tember 1995, India's external debt in abso- 
1 lule terms declined by US $ 5.20 billion, 

: to US $ 93.84 billion. However, one should 
; not try to read too much in this reduction, 

■ as a reduction of US $ 3 47 billion was only 
i due to exchange rate variation and the real 
decrease has been to the tune of US $ I 77 
i billion only In addition, the \ oiume ot extor- 
! nal debt as percentage of the (JDP is on the 
■ decline. The total external debt as a per cent 
of GDP at current market prices declined from 
the peak of 41 per cent to 33 per cent in 1994- 
95 and further to 29.4 per cent in September 
1995. This shows that in relative terms India's 
external debt is declining, though in absolute 
terms it might have increased. 

One encouraging feature of India's 
external debt is that a large part of it has 
high degree of concessionality There is an 
element of grant to the tune of 25 per cent. 
Amajor portion of India's debt flows from 
International Development Agency (IDA), 
a soft Joan window of the World Bank, and 
the IMF. Of the total debt, the concessional 
debt was 44.35 per cent by end of March 
1994 and increased to 45.28 by end of 
March, 1995. When compared to highly 
indebted countries of the world, India is 
very comfortably placed in this respect, 
Even China and South Korea have rela- 
| tively lower concessional debts. 
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Vet another positive aspect is that the 
growth ot India's external debt has decel¬ 
erated in dollar terms during the past four 
years. From 10 per cent growth during 1990- 
91, the debt grew only by 2.9 per cent during 
1993-94. This growth rate further declined to 
0.9 per cent during 1994-95. The average 
annual growth of debt between March 31, 
1991 to September 30,1995 has been just US 
$ 22 billion. 

A country has lesser chances of get¬ 
ting into a debt trap—a situation where 
additional borrowings are required to re¬ 
pay the previous debt—if most of its debt 
is long-term in nature and repayments 
spaced over a fairly longer period of time. 
Judging by this standard also, there is noth¬ 
ing very alarming for India. At present 
India's foreign debt contains an element of 
96 per cent of long-term debt. A large part 
of foe rise in the external debt during 1994- 
95 was due to increase in long-term debt 
which rose from US $ 89.07 billion to US 
$ 94.78 m March 1995. During the year 
1990-91, the short-term debt was at i ts peak, 
with 10.2 per cent of the total debt, which 
is now at a manageable 4 per cent and is 
expected to decline further. 

F.ven when compared to the other 
developing countries of the world, India is 
relatively better placed. India's debt is less 
than 30 per cent of the GDP at present. 
This ratio is much higher in countries like 
Indonesia, Philippines, Mexico, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Turkey. All South Asian coun¬ 
tries taken together have GDP to debt ra¬ 
tio of 43 per cent, while among severely 
indebted middle income countries, taken 
together, this ratio is around 42 per cent. 
For severely indebted low income coun¬ 
tries taken together, external debt is as high 
as 117 per cent, which means the volume 
of external debt is more than the GDP of 
the countries. Even when all the develop¬ 
ing countries are taken together, external 
debt as percentage of the GDP is around 
40 per cent. This means that India's exter¬ 
nal debt volume is quite low when com¬ 
pared to the average of developing 
countries. Even total debt service as per¬ 
centage of exports of goods and services is 
favourable for India. ' 


Avoiding the Hrap 

A pertinent question often asked is 
whether India is on her way to a Latin 
American type of debt-trap. About four 
years ago, when foe volume of debt was j 
high, growth rate of economy low and 
export growth rate almost stagnant, the 
reply to this question could have been in 
affirmative. But, the remarkable improve¬ 
ment by India, on almost all fronts in the 
field of external debt management, has 
almost dispelled all such fears. India's 
capacity to service its debt has also ex¬ 
panded over these years. 

India's foreign exchange reserve posi¬ 
tion has also improved considerably. From 
an extremely low level of US $ 3.% billion 
at the end of 1989-90, the forex reserves 
improved to a comtortabie level of US 
$ 19.25 billion at the end pf 1992-93 and 
touched a historic peak of US $ 25.19 bil¬ 
lion at the end of 1994-95. By end of Janu¬ 
ary, 19%, foe reserves were at a comfortable 
US $ 20.89 billion. This comfortable posi¬ 
tion of forex reserves enabled the Govern¬ 
ment to pre-pav some ot the external debt 
during 1995-96. In addition, the foreign 
investment flows have also increased 
which has resulted in meeting the demand 
for forex without borrowing from Interna¬ 
tional Lending Institutions: India is esti¬ 
mated to have attracted US $ 1.31 billion 
worth of Foreign Direct Investment (FD1) 
during 1994-95, in addition to US $ 0.62 
billion FD1 during 1993-94. 

Another important factor is the export 
growth rate. Any country depending 
heavily on the external borrowing has to 
I ensure that its export growth rate is high 
I and debt service to export ratio is kept low. 
i Upto a few years ago, Indian performance 
depicted a dismal picture with debt ser¬ 
vice commitments increasing and export 
growth rate remaining very low. How¬ 
ever, during the past over three years 
now, the rate of growth of exports has 
been very good and remained around 20 
per cent 

Conclusion 

A T present, India has two serious prob¬ 
lems in handling of foe external debt. 


Firstly, the debt service payment, although 
declining, is still quite high. If India is to 
avoid any serious problem on this front, 
this ratio should be immediately brought 
down to foe level of 10 to 15 per cent'of 
exports. The second problem is low level 
of exports. Although foe growth rate of 
exports in India has been rising well dur¬ 
ing foe last about three years, yet, in abso¬ 
lute terms, India's exports are very low. 
Considering foe size of the economy and 
volume of the GDP. exports need to be sig¬ 
nificantly stepped up to ensure that India 
has sufficient foreign-exchange to re-pay 
its debt on time. If foe present trend of in¬ 
crease in exports by about 20 per cent in 
dollar terms continues for foe next about a 
decade, Indian exports would reach at a 
reasonably good level—in international 
comparison, 

During foe last about four years, In¬ 
dia has done well to avoid falling into a 
debt trap and has consolidated her posi¬ 
tion. But, there is no reason to be compla¬ 
cent and several metre steps are required to 
be taken. Present levels of FDI may be 
higher when compared to the FDI to India 
during previous few years, however, foe 
total FDI to India during 1995 is just about 
2 per cent of US $ 90 billion of FDI which 
went to all the developing countries. China 
alone received US$ 38 billion worth of FDI 
; during the year and that is the level a coun* 

! try should be proud of. Another precau* 

; tion which needs to be taken is high fiscal 
i deficit. This was as high as 8.3 per cent of 
j foe GDP in 1990-91 and was brought down 
I to below 6 per cent during foe next two 
j years. Fiscal deficit further rose to a high 
j of 7.5 per cent during 1993-94. Even dur- 
! ing 1995-%, as against the budgeted 5.5 
j per cent, the fiscal deficit was estimated 
j to be as high as 5.9 per cent of the GDP 
i Unless the fiscal deficit is contained to a 
} level of less than 5 per cent, it may con¬ 
tinue to put pressure on the external debt 
and debt servicing. It is, therefore, time 
to consolidate, rather than letting the 
initial gains in managing the external 
debt slip away. Rapid economic growth 
rate and well managed external debt go 
side by side. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

July: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
The long array of events which hap¬ 
pened in the month of July, include 
'opening of Madurai Meenakshi temple 
to Harijans' on July 10,1939, 'approval 
of the design of Indian Flag' by the 
Constituent Assembly of India on July 
22,1947. In this section starting with 
Subhas Chandra Bose's 'March to Delhi', 
we shall focus on the developments in 
'Indian Broadcasting' and 'Partitions'. 

March to Delhi 

After reaching Singapore on July 2, 

1943, on July 5 Subhas Chandra Bose 
reviewed the Indian National Army's 
parade and gave the historic call for 
'March on the Red Fort', in his address 
he said, "... let-your battle cry be to 
Delhi,... to Delhi. How many of us will 
individually survive this war of freedom, 

I do not know. But I do know that we 
would ultimately win ...'. 

Broadcasting 

Indian Broadcasting registered some 
historic developments during the months 
of July. For instance, the Madras Presi- j 
dency Radio Club, which was formed in 
May 1924, began its regular daily 
programmes on July 31,1924. Later on j 
July 23, 1927, with the opening of 
Bombay station of Indian Broadcasting 
Company, organised broadcasting took a 
start in India. It was inaugurated by 
Lord Irwin, the Viceroy of India, with 
the words, "India offers special opportu¬ 
nities for development of broadcasting. | 
Its distances and wide spaces alone | 
make it a promising field.” 

Partitions 

In the history of 'Indian July' twice the 
issue of Partition surfaced. The first 
instance pertains to the partition of 
Bengal. Responding to resentments from 
various quarters, a revised partition 


scheme was devised and finally on July 
19,1905 Lord Curzon announced the 
scheme of partition by a Government 
Resolution. 

Later, the partition of India took a final 
shape on July 18,1947 when British 
Parliament passed an Act to set up 
dominions of India and Pakistan. Inci¬ 
dentally the same day Lady and lord 
Mountbattcn celebrated the Silver Jubilee 
of their wedding. 

After Independence 

In this section, we shall focus on some 
'new ventures' which were launched in 
July, 'political turmoils' of July and two 
'treaties' which India signed in July 

New Ventures 

July, particularly the 1st of July, has been 
marked by the launching of new ven¬ 
tures. For instance on July 1, 1955 the 
State Bank of India came into being. A 
year after on the same day, the Registrar 
of Newspapers for India was estab¬ 
lished. L-ater on July 1,1964 while the 
Unit Trust of India (UTI) commenced its 
operation, the Industrial Development 
Bank of India was established as a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of RBI. 

July has also seen launching of some 
popularities programmes. On July 1, 
1975 Mrs Indira Gandhi, the then 
Prime Minister, announced her 20- 
point programme. And on the same 
day in 1982 M.G. Ramachandran 
inaugurated Tamil Nadu noon-meal 
programme for poor children. Inciden¬ 
tally it was on July 4,1977 that M.G. 
Ramachandran became the first film 
star to assume the office of the Chief 
Minister. 

Political Turmoils 

The post independent history of India 
has witnessed a number of political . 
turmoils in July. The nationalisation of 


14 Banks took place on July 19,1969. 

On July 16,1969 Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi took Finance Portfolio from 
Morarji Desai and Morarji Desai resigned. 
Incidentally Morarji Desai also resigned as 
the Prime Minister of India on July 15, 
1979 when a revolt launched by his 
Cabinet reached its climax. Subsequently 
on July 28,1979 Charan Singh was sworn 
j in as the 5th Prime Minister of India. 

! Another political turmoil erupted in July 
i 1987. Within a span of four days a 
j number of prominent members of Indian 
| National Congress were expelled from 
j the party bv its President Rajiv Gandhi, 
i The expulsion included thal of Arun 
| Nehru, V.C Shukla and Arif Mohammad 
j Khan. While on July 16,1987 VP. Smgh, 
i former Defence Minister, telegraphically 
i sent his resignation from the Congress 
Party and the Rajya Sabha, on July 19 
he was expelled from the Congress 
Amitabh Bachchan's resignation from 
the Lok Sabha also came on July 17, 
j 1987 On the top of all the ensuing 
! alleged JMM bribery case has its root 
| in the 'no-confidence motion' of July, 

! 1993. 

j 

! Treaties 

After independence two important Pacts 
were signed by India. First was Shimla 
| Pact. It was signed on July 2,1972 by 
Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi and 
President Z.A. Bhutto. It resolved the 
issue of POWs and stressed on bilater¬ 
ally solving common problems. July's 
second Pact was the 'Colombo Pact'. On 
July 29, 1987 Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gardhi and President Jayawardene 
signed an agreement to settle ethnic 
crises and accordingly IPKF was sent to 
Sri Lanka. Next day at Colombo, a Sri 
Lankan Navy man attempted an assault 
on the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
while he was inspecting a Guard of 
Honour. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Does Modernising Mean 
Losing Values and Heritage? 


Forces of modernism are sweeping the 
country. In all fields, new thinking is taking 
root Even our society is perceptibly changing. 
Increasingly, people are accepting Western 
mannerisms and I'alues. 

The change is painful to a lot of people. 
They believe that modernism is making us lose 
• our values and traditions Older people think 
that the young no longer seem to have respect 
for elders or accepted norms Their brash style 
is embodied in the siatanent, "We are like this 
only!" 

Perhaps, most disturbing has been the 
change m attitudes to sex, smoking and con¬ 
suming liquor Being modern has come to mean 
doing all these things. But at the same time, 
modernism aLo means freedom from mam/ 
harmful traditions which ate best forgotten 
Clearly, there me many arguments to the ques¬ 
tion In tins' issue me debate wind modernism 
means. Does it mean giving up our values and 
our heritage 7 


Mr A This is an interesting topic 
which I am sure is on the minds of most 
people. Our society is witnessing sweep¬ 
ing changes, the attitudes are also 
changing. We seem to be following 
Western ideals in many things. Today, we 
do not even dress in our traditional way 
but follow the 'fashion designers' who 
give us clothes which may be all right 
for the West but art unpractical in our 
country. Our music is Westernised. Our 
language and our mannerisms are 
increasingly becoming Western. We an? 
supposed to drink liquor and be sexually 
free if we want to show ourselves as 
modem. If we do not do any of these 
things, we are nol modern and are fit to 
be merely villagers. It appears that to 
show ourselves as modem, we must 
become some sort of Westernised nuts. 1 
think this is sad. We have a rich culture, 


| yet all we do is mindlessly follow an 
alien culture. It thus appears to me that 
i modernisation means losing our tradi- 
s tions and our values. 

! Mr B agree with you that our 
society is undergoing a tremendous 
| change. A number of influences have 
j come in with liberalisation The culture 
, of the West appeals to a lot of young 
i people since it is based on the principle 
; of personal freedom. Whereas in the 
i West this freedom resulted in young 
. people becoming economically indepen- 
! dent, thereby fuelling economic growth, 
what we are imitating are the outside 
trappings of freedom Nobody wants 
limitations on how you dress, talk or 
; behave. There is no harm m being 
! modern, but what we are witnessing 
; today is that we are taking the nega- 
i tive aspects ot the Western culture 
j without its positive aspects. At the 
i same time, we are forgetting our own 
; values, which have suddenly become 
i unlashionable. 

! MrC Let us first define the values 
i which we say are Indian and are suppos- 
| edly being discarded. What are those 
j values? Youth have never been given the 
j authority to do anything, leave alone 
| starting businesses ventures like one 
| started by Bill Gates. Our society has 
j held the individual back for too long, 
j Now, if they take up values of the West 
} and try to "break free" what is the 
! harm? What is so sacred about wearing 
I a saree or a dhoti when it is inconvenient 
to wear these things in day-to-day life? 
In the rushed life of today when we 
have to run and catch buses and so on, 
wearing jeans is much more convenient. 
It is not merely the desire to be modern. 


i To say that we should wear our tradi- 
j tional dresses jast for the sake of keep- 
i ing up our tradition would be foolish. 

■ Similarly, 1 do not see w hat is wrong in 
speaking English, though it is a foreign 

| language. English is the language of 
! modern technology and communication. 

If we use any other language, we will 
j cut-off ourselves Therefore, 1 find it 

■ wrong that you criticise our imitating 
; modern clothes and speech. It is not 

; merely imitating, it is taking the best of 
i both the worlds for no other reason than 

t 

• our own convenience 


I Mr D But Mr A had a point about 
: imitating the West in respect of sexual 
behaviour and consuming liquor Surely 
! you cannot defend that? Today, we have 
; Western style parties where young 
■ people, including girls, show that they 
; have no hang ups. I take your points 
| that wearing a jean is very convenient 
j and even English is the language 
which connects us to the rest of the 
world But how can you defend these 
things 7 Society is opening up and 
' many oi the influences are indeed very 
harmful. We can well do without these 
j things as they are not part of our 
j heritage 


1 

I 


Mr E That is an argument that 1 
have heard often. What is it about sex 
and liquor that worries us? Remember, 
India had one of the most open societies 
in the world, as can be seen from our 
ancient texts. Prudery was imposed 
upon us by the British. It is ironical that 
though Britain has been able to shake off 
its prudery, we are left with the colonial 
baggage and continue to defend to this 
day our suppressive society. Perhaps you 
are scared that voung people will be 
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corrupted by these things. There are two 
aspects to this. First, our people are only 
now coming out of their self-imposed 
prudery and it is natural that they might 
overdo something. We too find it shock¬ 
ing. But this will decrease in the future, 
as has happened in the West. Second, 
young people always have done what 
they liked. Now things are simply 
coming out in the open. I dunk we 
should be happy that youth can be free 
with their parents and confide in them 
rather than do things hidden from them. 
We should not worry too much about 
outside influences. Moreover, there are 
other things in our tradition that are best 
discarded. For instance, there is the 
blind faith of people in sadhus and 
godmen. Many of them are charlatans 
and do not deserve the respect we give 
them. Then there is dowry and the 
related problems of bride-burning and 
female infanticide. Are they the values 
we should be proud of? The sooner we 
get rid of such traditions the better is 
it for all of us. 

Mr C That is a very forceful argu¬ 
ment indeed and 1 fully agree with it. 
There is no point worrying too much 
about the loss of certain negative 
aspects of our own traditions. It is not 
as if our culture is better than others. 

In fact, certain aspects of it have made 
us underachievers and backward 
looking. While other countries ad¬ 
vanced, we remained stuck in our 
"Hindu rate of growth". I also agree 
that we should not worry about out¬ 
side influences too much. Indian 
society has the ability of assimilating 
the best of each of the cultures that 
came here. Many invaders came, but 
Indian society and its traditional 
values were able to take the best out 
of them. I have no doubt that the same 
will happen even now. Our society will 
take the best elements from the West 
but its good traditions and values will 
remain untouched. 

Mr A I do not agree with your view 
at all. What happened in the past was 
that invaders brought their customs 


which were limited to certain geography 
cal areas. Thus, society as a whole was 
never influenced. What is happening 
now is an invasion of values as never 
before. We no longer celebrate Indian 
festivals like Baisakhi and Holi as we 
used to. But look at Valentine's day and 
New Year's F,ve! I fear that slowly we 
are forgetting our own traditions and 
imitating Western traditions without 
even understanding what they are and 
what they stand for. What is alarming 
is that we have begun to mistake 
Western values as fashionable and 
Indian values as unfashionable. In an 
effort to keep up, we are forgetting 
our own roots. Gandnian values of 
austerity and non-violence have 
become unfashionable, in favour of 
violence, revenge and materialism. We 
do not even value honesty and basic 
human virtues. I am afraid that wc are 
heading towards anarchy, with little to 
guide us in personal and professional 
matters. It is no wonder .that corrup¬ 
tion in public life has increased like 
never before. 

Mr B There is a point in what you 
say. Have you seen how some of our 
young people speak Hindi and other 
languages? It is one thing to defend 
English but the genteel way of speaking 
local languages is truly bugging. But it is 
fashionable to speak like that. Let me 
also point out that forgetting everything 
that we have cherished is not a good 
idea. Even in Europe some countries 
jealously guard their traditions from the 
onslaught of American culture. In France 
and Germany, they do not argue in 
favour of English the way we do. In 
fact, they are proud of their language. 
But in India we have begun to speak 
Hindi like English! We go to ridiculous 
lengths to appear modem. It is good to 
be modem but it certainly should not 
mean sacrificing our values and heri¬ 
tage. 

MrC Frankly, I think the argument 
is misleading. Suppose we say that we 
should not sacrifice our heritage, can we 
really stop the trend? The fact is that we 


cannot. Technology makes sure that 
outside influences are bound to come in; 
trying to stop them is foolish. In France 
and Germany there is a national pride in 
values. Here we don’t have that pride. 

In fact, self-criticism is a national hobby. 
If we do not have pride in our tradi¬ 
tions and values, who is going to 
protect them? In all fields of life we 
have taken up the British system and 
we have also ensured that the ruling 
class is Westernised. How can we then 
stop the masses from trying to copy 
them? It is no wonder that people 
want to send their children to English 
medium schools. Once we do that, 

J how can you stop youngsters celebrat- 
j ing Western festivals? We cannot say 
i that we must speak and behave like 
| Englishmen but remain Indians at 
heart. It is quite an impossible thing to 
do. I would say that we should not 
worry too much and let matters take 
; their own course. If people realise 
| themselves that they are doing wrong 
! by discarding Indian values, there is 
! hope that they will survive. But if 
; people do not have pride, then the 
I values are best discarded, the sooner 
the better. 

Mr E The discussion has thrown 
some very interesting points and some 
heated debate. It is good to be modern, 
but 1 would say that we should main¬ 
tain our own values. The danger is that 
wb may forget them. No doubt, India 
has a way of assimilating outside influ¬ 
ences. Perhaps we can assimilate some 
good things from the West's cultural 
invasion. At the same time, there are 
certain traditions that are best dis¬ 
carded. Indian society would do well 
to get rid of things that take us back¬ 
ward. But what is required is that 
people develop a respect for our 
customs. That can only be developed 
over a long period of time, and there 
is need to modify our education 
system so that the sense of pride is 
inculcated. Otherwise, perhaps there is 
no way that we can stop our people 
from forgetting our basic values and 
heritage. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Practical Ways to 
Self-Confidence 


T HERE are two basic causes for lack of 
self-confidence. The first basic cause is 
an arrest in emotional development. 

Freud, in explaining how emotional 
development takes place from infancy, 
suggests that the growth of personality 
is something like an army invading a 
country. 

At each point of conquest, the invad¬ 
ing army leaves an occupational force be¬ 
hind to deal with any subversive 
elements. If the conquered country is 
peaceful, only a small token force is left 
behind. But if there are dangers of insur¬ 
rection or revolution, a much larger force 
is retained at the point of resistance, to 
keep order. 

Indeed, in crisis, it may be necessary 
tor the whole of the attacking army to with¬ 
draw, or remain, to save it from complete 
rout and annihilation. 

If in early childhood one meets with 
fights, terrors, threats to his existence, se¬ 
rious rebuffs to his honour and prestige, 
and if these threats are not satisfactorily 
disposed of, the main forces of the ad¬ 
vancing personality have to turn back so 
that these appalling threats may be kept 
at bay. 

The result is that though the child may 
have die appearance of developing into a 
strong and robust adult, in actual fact his 
emotional development may have been 
seriously arrested or ""turned back", so that, 
instead of being able to react to difficulties 
as an adult person should, he is timid, 
afraid, childish, always playing for safety 
or getting into a panic, and completely lack¬ 
ing in self-assurance. 


Inadequate 

T TERE is a man who is a very picture of 
XXhealth and manhood. But he has no 
confidence in himself at all. The thought 
of meeting another man in business, or 
even of answering a telephone call, gives 
him an attack ot "the jitters", and he feels 
hopelessly incompetent to deal with the 
situation adequately. 

He sees himself as a child of three 
years to age. He is mischievous and mis¬ 
behaves. Suddenly, without realising what 
is happening, his quick-tempered father 
moves behind the child, and with one blow 
skids him sprawling to the comer of the 
room. 

He sees himself as a child having fun 
with water. Unaware of his father's ap¬ 
proach, he receives a tremendous kick from 
behind, and as he runs away screaming, 
his father runs after him. 

Fear 

I NSTEAD of being able to develop his 
emotional life normally, this boy was 
given the impression that something round 
the comer is going to pounce on him. 

Life is not safe for him, and in the 
deep reaches of his mind, he begins to 
organise his life so that he can defend him¬ 
self against these inevitable blows. 

But wherever he goes, he takes the 
dread-of-his-father feeling as part of him¬ 
self, and even when things are going to his 
liking, he is aware of an appalling and ir¬ 
rational fear, as if waiting for foe inevi¬ 
table blow from behindl 


He projects on to them the feelings he 
had for his father, and expects from them 
foe same sort of treatment So everywhere 
he goes, he walks in dread, expecting a 
doom. 

If you are lacking in seIf-confider.ee, 
look into your own early experience. Set j 
about this inquiry with the seriousness it 1 
deserves. Some morning before you jump 
out of bed relax completely, and allow this 
feeling of "lack of assurance" or hopeless¬ 
ness to envelop you. Encourage it. Let it 
"consume" you. 

Vital questions 

TF then, you are lacking in self-confidence, 
JLperhaps a good start would be to ask, 
"Have 1 a definite goal or purpose in life; 
what are my aims?" No journey was ever 
even started by a person who had no idea 
where he wanted to go. Where do you want 
to get? Are you out for money, for culture, 
for pleasure, for service? You want to be a 
success? Everybody does. But what form 
shall that success take? 

Choose worth-while goals; have a 
constructive philosophy of life. Self-centred 
aims such as foe pursuit of pleasure, powe^ 
prominence or wealth for their own sake, 
do not usually help your emotional stebil* - 
ity; they are too much at the mercy circum¬ 
stances. The desire to do a good job, to 
serve, to meet and overcome obstacles and 
difficulties and to live up to great ideals 
are inner objectives bringing harmony and 
peace of mind. 

It is recorded that a certain Roman 
pilot, caught in a terrible storm, cried out, 
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"0 Neptune, you can save us if it pleases 
you or you can destroy us if you will; but 
no matter what you do, I will hold the tiller 
true." With such a philosophy a person is 
spiritually independent ot changes of for¬ 
tune and tends to be emotionally unshak¬ 
able. No matter what happens his ideal 
remains the same; he will do his best in 
what he'has to do. 

You may have memories of things that 
have hurt you and made you draw back 
into your shell. Then, when an opportu¬ 
nity comes for you to shine, the memories 
of past failure rise up to defeat you once 


Laugh them out 

T AKE a good look at those past events 
that hurt you. Drag them into the light 
of day. Notice well that, because they are 
past, they have no power to hurt you to¬ 
day, unless you yourself give it to them by 
thinking fearfully about them. Blush with 
shame if you must—and then |ust laugh 
them right out of existence. 

It is well worth-while to examine 
what seem to be small fears and super¬ 
stitions; the "bogies" and ill luck that 
seem to dog so many people—the things 
that are uncomfortable to remember, 
that make you "blush in the night". 

We all have vestiges of childhood in 
us. To face some tear boldly, bid it begone, 
and go ahead as it it had never existed, can 
I be a real tonk. 

I Take stock oi yourself, but after stock 
[ has been taken, mistakes and failures 
should be put right out of your life. Let 
the past go, look only to the future. Ac¬ 
cept thyself. "Forget thyself", sjys Ladeli. 

Be objective. People who lack confi¬ 
dence usually think about everything and 
everybody only as they relate to them¬ 
selves. Advises Emil Peterman, "Do con¬ 
centrate on doing. Forget yourself in what \ 
you are doing. Then you will be so busy j 
accomplishing something that you will not j 
have the energy to worry about yourself. | 
The surest ot all ways of finding yourself is 1 


| to lose yourself in something bigger than 
! yourself." Concentrate on what you arc 
i doing. 


No crutches 

D ECIDE for yourself; don't depend on 
others. Get information if you need it, 
hut make ycnir own decisions. By making 
decisions we govern oursflves, wc grow, 
we control our own lives. 

The person who cannot make up 
his mind is a figure of fun, a nuisance, 
a hindrance. We all know the person 
who always asks advice. Shall he take 
his umbrella? He looks out of the front 
door, comes back for his umbrella, asks 
his wife's advice, and when she agrees it 
may rain, he hesitates, then leaves his 
umbrella behind; finally, he is annoyed 
because he gets wet. 

Watch for the little things; decide them 
without reference to anyone else In larger 
matters, seek only information from others; 
weigh up the pros and cons, but then decide 
for yourself and hold to your decisions. 

You may make mistakes. Be willing to 
make them and to take the full conse¬ 
quences ot your decisions. You may find 
that in a surprising number of cases, the 
bold, determined decision you have made 
: yourself will produce the right results. 

! A big resolve affecting perhaps the 
. whole course ot your life, and made known 
| to intimates, often serves as a challenge; it 
; reinforces the decision, it puts you on your 
J toes; you will not want to let either your- 
! self or your friends down. 

William fames illustrates the impor¬ 
tance of declaring big decisions from an 
advertisement he once saw in a newspa¬ 
per A certain man promised to give fifty 
golden coins reward to anyone who, af¬ 
ter that date, should find him in the 
wineshop of So-and-so. "This l do", an¬ 
nounced the advertiser, "in consequence 
of a promise 1 have made to my wife." 

Such publicity may seldom be called fog 
but some public profession is a great help. 
Some people find it helpful to put a card with 


the decision printed on it in block capitals, 
kept constantly where it can be seen. 

Put it on your desk, paste it on your 
mirror, write it at the head of each day's 
entry in your diary. Harry Truman, when 
he was President of the United States, 
always had a card on his desk which 
read, "Buck-passing stops here." 

Suggestions 

Give yourself a positive suggestions 
you ran overcome the negation oi a per¬ 
sonality lacking confidence. 

'lake a session at the beginning ot the 
day, or at any convenient time when you 
can quietly concentrate on the task. Think 
about what you would like to do and he; 
then relax 

bays Fmile Coue, "If you can persuade 
yourself that you can do a certain thing, 
provided this thing he possible you will do 
it, however difficult it may he If, on the 
contrary, you imagine that vou cannot do 
the simplest thing in the world, it is impos¬ 
sible for you to do it, and molehills be 
come for you unscalable mountains " 

Positive auto-suggestion is a most 
valuable tool. It often produces imme¬ 
diate and almost miraculous results. It 
requires a certain persistence, however, 
but, adopted as a rule of life and perse¬ 
vered in, it can be the greatest ally in 
helping you to help yourself to self- 
confidence. 

Positive affirmations 

1 cultivate positive thinking. 1 always see 
hings and people from the positive 
angle. I always sec 1 the best in every person 
and circumstances. 1 always talk positively 
about health, happiness and success, I am 
generous with my praise and appreciation, 
especially at home. I cultivate courtesy, con¬ 
sideration and sincerity always. I leave the 
past behind and press forward diligently to 
new achievement. I believe in myself. I am 
confident that I can make a good contribu¬ 
tion, 1 have faith, poise, self-reliance. 
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SCIENCE 4 TECHNOLOGY 

Petroleum 


Fossil fuels are combustible materials 
of organic origin, including oil, bitumen, 
natural gas, and coal. Such materials were 
formed by geochemical processes from the 
remains of organisms that were buried in 
the geologic past. Since the late 18th cen¬ 
tury, these mineral fuels have become the 
primary sources of energy for the indus¬ 
trial nations of the world. Together, the 
fossil fuels supply almost 90 per cent of all 
the energy consumed today. 

Recent scientific assessments place the 
world's total original endowment of recov¬ 
erable conventional (i.e. light and medium) 
oil at approximately 1,635,000,000,000 bar¬ 
rels Thirty-two per cent of this oil, how¬ 
ever, has already been consumed and only 
30 per cent is estimated as still undiscov¬ 
ered. Seventy-eight per cent of the 
unconsumed conventional oil is thought 
to be located in the Eastern Hemisphere 
The major deposits of heavy oils, on the 
other hand, are known to lie in the West¬ 
ern Hemisphere. 

Discovery and early uses: Small sur¬ 
face occurrences of petroleum in the form 
of natural gas and oil seeps have been 
known from early times. The ancient 
Sumerians, Assyrians, and Babylonians 
used crude oil and asphalt ("pitch") more 
than 5000 years ago. Liquid oil was first 
uised as a medicine by the ancient Egyp¬ 
tians, presumably as a wound dressing, 
liniment, and laxative. 

Oil products were valued as weapons 
of war in the ancient world. The Persians 
used incendiary arrows wrapped in oil- 
soaked fibres at the siege of Athens in 480 
BC. Early in the Christian Era the Arabs 
and Persians distilled crude oil to obtain 
flammable products for military purposes. 
Probably as a result of the Arab invasion of 
Spain, the industrial art of distillation into 
illuminants became available in western 


Europe by the 12th century. 

The Industrial Revolution brought on 
an ever-growing demand for a cheaper and 
convenient source of lubricants as well as 
illuminating oil. It also required better 
sources of energy. Energy had previously 
been provided by human and animal 
muscle and later by the combustion of such 
solid fuels as wood, peat, and coal. These 
were collected with considerable effort and 
laboriously transported to the site where 
the energy source was needed. Liquid pe- 
I tnileum, on the other hand, was a more 
J easily transportable source of energy. Oil 
I was a much more concentrated and flex¬ 
ible form of fuel than anything previously 
available. 

| In August 1859 the first well, specifi- 
| cally to explore oil, was drilled under a 
! project undertaken by Edwin L. Drake in 

northwestern Pennsylvania, USA. The 

✓ 

completion of the well established the 
groundwork for the petroleum industry 
and ushered in the closely associated mod¬ 
em industrial age. 

World Distribution 

Two overriding principles apply to 
world petroleum production. First, most 
petroleum is contained in a few large fields, 
but most fields are small. Second, as explo¬ 
ration progresses, the average size of the 
fields discovered decreases, as does the 
amount of petroleum found per unit ot 
exploratory drilling. In any region, the large 
fields arc usually discovered first. 

Since exploration for oil began during 
the early 1860s, some 40,000 oil fields have 
been discovered. More than 90 per cent of 
these f.elds are insignificant in their im¬ 
pact on world oil production. 

Only 37 supergiant oil fields have been 
found worldwide, yet these fields originally 


I 


I 

I 


contained about 51 per cent of all the oil so 
far discovered. The Arabian-lranian sedi¬ 
mentary basin in the Persian Gulf region 
contains 26 of these supergiant fields. The 
remaining supergiants are distributed as 
follows: two in the United States, two in 
the former Soviet Union, two in Mexuo, 
two in Libya, one in Algeria, one in Ven¬ 
ezuela, and one in China. 

The nearly 300world-class giant fields 
thus far discovered, plus the 37 supergiants, 
account for about 80 per cent of the world's 
known recoverable oil. There are, in addi¬ 
tion, approximately 1,000 known large oil 
fields. These fields account for some 14 to 
16 per cent of the world's known oil. Less 
than 5 per cent of the known fields origi¬ 
nally contained roughly 95 per cent of all 
of the world's known oil. 

In 1890 the petroleum industry began 
to drill wells offshore from wharves into a 
coastal field in Stanta Barbara, California, 
USA. Offshore drilling was a logical step 
in areas where geologic evidence pointed 
toward a seaward continuation of similar 
sedimentary environments and types of struc¬ 
tures that had proved rewarding on land. 

The Middle East is thought to have 
had an estimated 39 per cent of the world's 
total oil endowment. North America is a 
distant second but has already produced 
approximately half of its total oil. Eastern 
Europe, because of the large deposits in the 
former Soviet Union, is well endowed with 
oil. Western Europe is not, with most of its oil 
under the North Sea. Likewise, Africa, Asia, 
j and South America are thought to have only 
relatively moderate amounts of oil. It is inter¬ 
esting to note that the largest undiscovered 
oil resource is believed to exist in North 
America, which has a large number of fron¬ 
tier basins. Both the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe, however, are also thought to contain 
significant oil prospects. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"Society i» created by oiu wants, 
government by our wickedness." 

—Thomas Paine 

Since man is a social animal, it is 
incumbent upon him to live in a society 
as a civilised being, conforming to its 
conventions and mores. Man is a 
bundle of varied wants and if left 
alone, he may find the going rough 
and tough. It is out of the compelling 
contours of existence that the idea of a 
having some form of a group or 
collective life must have occurred to 
him in the initial stages of social 
evolution. If society is the outcome of 
man's growing needs and their pos¬ 
sible satisfaction, the creation of 
government, armed with coercive 
powers, must have come about as a 
result of man's wicked nature and his 
propensity to harm others. The cult of 
'might is right' could not be sustained 
for long and thus was born the institu¬ 
tion of government that could curb all 
negative forces in an individual or a 
group of law-breakers. Evil in man can 
work havoc and one need not go far to 
9ee what anarchy means. Had there 
been no government, wickedness 
would have been the reigning rule of 
life and the social fabric would have 
been tom to pieces. 

"Optimism is the true reflection 
of faith in God." 

Nothing manifests human faith in 
God as cogently and meaningfully as 
man's inclination to look up to opti¬ 
mism, just as a wandering ship does to 
the Pole Star or the Light House. The 
presence of God can be felt as much in 
His myriad creations as in the ever-green 
principle of 'hope against hope' and 


‘optimism against odds'. Half the battle 
of life can be won by putting our trust in 
the golden principle of 'something good 
turning up for the better even in a sullen 
situation'. Those who raise their hands in 
desperation, and give up the fight, are 
victims of their own phobias. Nothing can 
cure such souls as always look at the dark 
side of life and thus berate and belittle the 
sterling qualities in them that need to be 
aroused to tame the foe within and the 
enemy outside. Nothing stands by us in 
good stead as much as our faith in opti¬ 
mism, that is the other name of God. We 
can transform defeat into victory, tears into 
smiles, provided we look upon hope and 
optimism as something real and rigorous 

"All speech ends but silence 
endures." 

Between the faculties of speech and 
silence the former enjoys a pride of place 
among human beings whereas the latter 
is the privilege of saints and sages. The 
fact remains that no speech can take the 
place of silence which has numerous 
nuances and innumerable interpreta¬ 
tions. With the departure of man, the gift 
of gab that he enjoyed, and exercised 
over his listeners, becomes silent for 
ever. His oratory ends with the end of 
his speech. Yk may gloat over the 
recorded pieces of his speech, song or 
other oratory skills, but as far as the 
fresh bouts of his speech are concerned, 
they have come to an end with the 
stoppage of his heart-beating. On the 
contrary, an ascetic lost in silent medita¬ 
tion, evokes a halo, toe hues of which 
we can seldom fathom or fully under¬ 
stand. Pieces of art, like sculpture, painting, 
wall carvings and toe like, though silent in 
nature and yet offer a fulsome feast of 
excitement and exultation. These pieces 


of excellence, preserved through ages, 
tell more in their silence and communi¬ 
cate far better with their enraptured 
j onlookers than the spoken words before 
j an indifferent audience. 

> "Religion was bom when the first 
j charlatan met the first fool.” 

! —Voltaire 

j Belief in the existence of God or 
| gods took a concrete form when man- 
j kind was groping in the dark and the 
; antics of a charlatan and the follies of a 
| fool were proving too boorish to bear, 
i The quack on the one hand and toe fool ■ 
I on the other, were standing on flimsy 
1 grounds but were claiming to have a 
j firm control over forces that nature 
j unleashes from time to time When the 
i world had had enough oi the deceptive 
i designs of the charlatan and the follies 
and frivolities of the fool, some divine 
power in the garb of a human being, 

• brought light where darkness was ruling 
supreme. The concepts of spirituality, 
meditation, salvation, and the immortal¬ 
ity of soul gradually tore into bits the 
false masks of toe cheat and the fool and 
showed to the world their real faces of 
| deceit and double-dealing. Religion 
based on good intents and august 
actions began to make inroads into 
human consciousness and concerns. It 
was out of necessity that some enlight¬ 
ened souls brushed aside the fake feats 
of bath a charlatan and a fool, and 
brought into limelight the inherent angel 
in all human beings. In fact the very 
meeting of a cheat or a quack and a fool, 
was like tightening that flashed across 
and gave birth to the pristine principles 
and practices of high thinking and 
truthful living. 
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CAREER 

Company Secretary 

Company Secretary is an important the Institute of Company Secretaries of j As mentioned earlier; ICSI is the only 

functionary in any Company. Section 383- India. Section 2(2) of the Company Secrc- j institution in the country which entitles one 

A of the Companies Act requires that any taries Act provides that a Company Secre- 1 to get the qualification of a CS. To get this 

company having a paid up share-capital tary in practice may be called upon to | qualification, a person requires to pass 

of Rs 25 lakhs or more statutorily requires arrange the promotion, formation and in- ! Preliminary (unless exempted), Intermedi- 

to appoint a whole-time Company Secre- j corporation of a new company or amal- j ate and Final Examinations conducted by 

tary. Also, other Companies seeking listing I gamation, reorganisation or winding up. | the Institute. In addition, two to three 

on stock-exchanges must have a whole- ! Such a practising CS may represent a par- : years' practical training with additional 

time Company Secretary (CS). The Com- j ticular company in the matters of filing any | four months' training as prescribed in the 

panics Act also provides that the CS can- j document, registering, presenting or attest- ; regulations of the Institute are essential, 

not be a part-time employee of more than ; ing any document on behalf of a company ; After completing all the streams of e.:- 

one companies. In other words, most of ! before any statutory authority. He/she may j amination and training, one becomes an 

the Companies in India need a whole-time j also practice as a share transfer agent, is- ; Associate member of the Institute, Senior 

Company Secretary and failure to have one i sue houses, a share and stock broker, a j Associate members may become Fellows 

may invite penal action and fine against ! secretarial auditor, coasultant or advisor ! after which they can use the letters 'FCS' 

the said company as well as its Directors ! to any company in the matters pertaining ' with their names. 

The policy of liberalisation during the to Capital issues. Securities, Company j 

recent years has resulted in rapid growth j matters, Foreign Exchange Regulation, 1 E xams an( j Registration 

of trade and industry. Many new Compa- j Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices : 

nies are coming into being and many joint I and any other business law. All the listed i To qualify as CS and become an Asso- 

venturos are being undertaken. This has 1 companies, as per the Companies Act are j ciate member of the Institute, there is a 

resulted in exceptionally high demand j required to file their annual retums_duiy j three tier examination system and after the 

for Company Secretaries. A fresh CS may signed by a whole time practising Com- j Preliminary Examination, the students are 

be appointed as a Company Secretary or pany Secretary, in addition to the ■ required to be registered for Intermediate 

Assistant Company Secretary at middle/ authorised managers of the company con- ! and Final Examinations. Registration with 

senior level management of a company. 1 cemed. the Institute remains valid for a period of 

Even the Public Sector Undertakings I , five years from the month of registration. 

(Government companies) are required to j Company Secretaries' Institute In other words a registered student has to 

have whole-time CS and it is only in ; V J ‘ i pass the Intermediate and Final Examina- 

exceptional cases the PSUs are exempted j The Institute of Company Secretaries tions conducted by the ICSI within a pe- 
from having a CS. With some valuable I of India (ICSI) is the only institution which ; riod of five years from registration, 
experience as CS, the qualified Company ! provides the qualification of CS in India. , 

Secretary may grow and reach the levels of I Located in New Delhi, the Institute was preliminary Examination 
Managing Director; Director, or even Chair- 1 constituted under the Company Secretar- j 

man in the Company concerned. Supported ies Act 1980 with a view to develop and : Graduates in any discipline or with 

by additional academic and professional regulate this profession in India It has four j anyotherqualificationconsideredequiva- 

qualiiications, a person having CSqualifica- Regional Offices at Calcutta, Delhi, Madras | lent to this examination, are eligible for 

tion may become a member of the governing j and Bombay. It further has 34 Chapters lo- j admission to the Preliminary Examination, 

body of any prestigious body under theUnion j cated at almost all major cities of the coun- j It may be noted that the candidates are not 

or the State Governments or even the Na- try covering almost all theStates and their j required to register themselves for this 

tionalized Banks. capitals. There are 5 Chapters in the east- I examination, but are only required to en- 

A qualified CS may also pursue ca- ern region, 11 in the southern region, 10 in rol for it by filling an application form 

reer as a practising Company Secretary the northern region and 8 in the western alongwith the required fee. There are four 

after obtaining a certificate of practice from region. papers at the Preliminary Examination 
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levei namely English and Business Com¬ 
munication, Business Organisation and 
Management, Principles of Accountancy 
and Business law and Secretarial Practice. 
Candidates, who at the degree level had 
passed any paper covering substantially the 
contents of any of the above four papers 
with 50 per cent or more marks, may be 
exempted from that particular paper in the 
Preliminary Examination. 

Total exemption from the Preliminary 
Examination is also allowed to the candi¬ 
dates having any of the following qualifi¬ 
cations: 

(i) A degree in Commerce or Corpo¬ 
rate Secretaryship; 

(i i) National Diploma in Commerce, 
awarded by AICTE; 

(iii) Pass in the Final Examination of 
, the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India or the Institute of Cost and Works 
Accountants or any other Accountancy 
Institution in India or abroad considered 
its equivalent; 

(iv) Graduate degree in any discipline 
other than Fine Arts; with 50 per cent or 
more marks; 

(v) Masters degree in any discipline 
other than Fine Arts; or 

(vi) Degree in any discipline other than 
Fine Arts with a Diploma in Commerce, 
Law, Management or Company Secretarial 
practice awarded by any University or In¬ 
stitution recognised by the Council. 

Any candidate seeking exemption, 
with qualifications mentioned at (w) to (vi) 
above will have to undergo a course of 
postal or oral tuition for the subjects he/ 
she had not studied at tire Graduate/Post 
Graduate Level. 

Registration 

A person who passes the Preliminary 
Examination or is eligible for exemption, 
is then required to be registered as a stu¬ 
dent with the Council for Intermediate and 
Final Examinations. Registration with the 
Council can be done by submitting a pre¬ 
scribed registration form alongwith at¬ 
tested copies of the certificates of academic 
qualifications and date of birth, as mini- 
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mum age required for registration is 18 
years. Minimum amount payable at the 
time of registration is Rs 1150 which in¬ 
cludes registration fee for a period of 5 
years, postal tuition fee for Intermediate 
Examination and fee for exemption from 
Preliminary Examination. Registration is 
open throughout the year. The candidates 
registered upto and including the month 
of February are eligible for appearing in 
the Intermediate Examination held in De¬ 
cember same year and the candidates 
registered upto and including the month 
of August may appear in this examina¬ 
tion to be held in June next year, subject 
to completion of coaching. 

The ICS1 imparts compulsory tuition 
for the students registered for the Prelimi¬ 
nary Examination. Similar tuition is also 
imparted to the students for the Final Ex¬ 
amination. In addition, the students who 
do not have commerce background are re¬ 
quired to undergo coaching for the Pre¬ 
liminary Examination also, particularly in 
those subjects which were not studied by i 
them at graduation/post-graduation level 
examination. Regional Council or the 
Chapters of the Institute also provide the 
facility of oral coaching classes in addition 
to the compulsory postal tuition. 

A student may appear for the Final 
Examination only after nine months of 
passing the Intermediate Examination The 
Intermediate Examination has 8 papers di¬ 
vided in 2 groups. Group I papers include 
General Laws and Procedures, fax Laws, 
Industrial Law and Practice and Eco¬ 
nomic and other Legislations. Group II 
papers are Company Law and Practice- 
I & II, Company Accounts-Treatment and 
Procedures and, cost and Management 
Accounting. Acandidate may appear and 
pass one Group papers at a time. Exemp¬ 
tion from a few papers is available in 
case the candidate has passed a paper 
with minimum of 50 per cent marks 
while doing Law/or M.Com/CA/Cor- 
porate Secretaryship etc. 

The Final Examination has nine pa¬ 
pers divided in three Groups. Group 1 in¬ 
cludes papers on Financial Management, 
information, and Management Control and 


Audit. Group 2 also has three papers like 
Corporate lax Management and Planning, 
Indirect Taxation Law and Procedures and 
Drafting and Conveyancing. Similarly, 
Group 3 of the Final Examination has three 
papers of Corporate Law and Practice, 
Directors, Boards and Related Secretarial 
Practice, and Advanced Secretarial Prac¬ 
tice. A candidate who has passed the final 
examination of ICWAI may seek exemption 
from three papers of the Final examination 
including Financial Management, Corporate 
Planning and Management Information and 
Management Control and Audit. 

Practical Training 

After passing the Final Examination 
of the Council the candidates are required 
to undergo practical training. Every can¬ 
didate must possess practical experience 
of 2 to 3 years. In addition, practical train- 4 
mg for a period of 4 months is also a must 
This four-month training includes 15 days 
secretarial framing organised by the Insti¬ 
tute at its Regional Council /Chapters All 
those candidates who do not possess the 
required practical experience are required 
to undergo management training for a 
period of one year or apprenticeship train¬ 
ing for a period of six months on full-time 
j basis or for one year on part-time basis 
under a whole-time practising Company 
Secretary or a firm of Company Secretar¬ 
ies. It is after successful completion of prac- 
tical experience and training that a 
candidate is finally considered to have 
qualified as a Company Secretary and may 
then be registered as an Associate member 
of the Institute. 

The ICSI also awards prizes, merit 
scholarship and merit-cum-means assis¬ 
tance to the meritorious students based on 
their performance in the Institute's exami- 
nations. The SC/ST candidates are required 
to pay only half of the fees. The examina¬ 
tions are held in the months of June and 
December every year. At present there are 
over 40 examination centres where Inter¬ 
mediate and Final Examination are held 
and almost every major city of the Coun¬ 
try has one examination centre. 


1038 JULY '96 COMPETITION MASTER 


Descriptive Questions 


Proper utilisation of animal and 
agricultural waste 

Q. Suggest at least three effective 
measures to properly utilise animal 
wastes, like dung and agricultural 
wastes, which are available in abun¬ 
dance in villages. Explain how your 
suggestions will be helpful to the vil¬ 
lagers for their economic upliftment. 

Ans. The countryside any where on the 
globe abounds in animal and agricultural 
wastes. Such wastes in the villages always 
provide an additional prop to the village 
economy There are traditional as well as 
technical ways to utilise" animal and agri- 
cultural wastes to boost the village 
economy. Since India is primarily an agri¬ 
cultural country, abundant in cattle and 
man-power, it is but natural that besides 
the agricultural wastes, villagers have to 
be taught and trained to properly utilise 
the animal wastes in the following man¬ 
ner, both to supplement their incomes as 
well as to better their living environment. 

Instead of using dung cakes for cook¬ 
ing purposes, which is harmful to health 
and surroundings, the most harmless but 
economically viable utilisation of dung can 
be made in the production of bio-gas. Since 
such a gas is smoke-free, much of Ihe other 
means of fuel like wood, kerosene oil or 
LPG, can be saved and the expenditure or 
money thus saved, can help the villagers 
invest elsewhere and raise their living stan¬ 
dards. 

Dung can also be made use of as 
manure to raise agricultural output With 
modern technology the crude use of dung 
as manure can be improved and the result¬ 
ant increase in agricultural products can 
mean more money-cum-purchasing power 
in the hands of villages. Moreover, the ex¬ 
tensive use of dung as natural manure can 


spare the soil of the ill-effects of fertilisers 
and pesticides. 

Just as animal dung can supplement 
the income of villagers, similarly agricul¬ 
tural wastes can go a long way in bringing 
lo them extra sources of earnings and thus 
better their living conditions. Most of the 
agricultural wastes, handled and marketed 
with the help of machines, can keep the 
villages neat and clean as well as supply 
fodder and food to the animal and bird 
species. 

j Rice husk, like whept straw or chaff, 

1 can he put to more proper use than what 
1 has been going on till now. Edible oil can 
i be extracted from husk and as a result, more 
i employment and incoming generation 
i opportunities can be created in the coun- 
| tryside Husk can also take the place of 
! coal as fuel in chimneys and much of the 
precious 'black gold' can be saved for other 
more urgent and immediate areas of op¬ 
eration. 

i Effects of television on life-style 

Q. Some critics feel that television, 

I which has reached even the remotest 
centres of our country, has very rapidly 
changed the life-style of our country¬ 
men. Some of them also feel that in 
addition, it has made people more and 
more a-social, self-centred and indiffer¬ 
ent to the agonies of others. 

What are your views on the above 
propositions? Give three cogent reasons 
in support of your views. 

Ans The propositions as they express 
the strong views of critics on television and 
its ill-effects on viewers of all age-groups, 
are indeed sweeping in concept and con¬ 
cern. To brush them aside as the voices of 
cynicism would be equally short-sighted 


and shallow in approach and attitude. 
What the critics have pointed out is nei¬ 
ther irrelevant nor irreverent to the 'Idiot 
Box' that has come to occupy a paramount 
position in our lives. People in general, 
but the children and youth in particular, 
are found glued to the television sets at all 
hours, unmindful of the risks that are too 
obvious to be ignored. There is no denying 
the fact that television viewing has become 
j an all-consuming passion with the result 
j that values, attitudes and aspirations of the 
| people are undergoing a sea change and if 
! the craze for becoming the 'captive audi- 
i ence' of the magic box continues to hold 
| its sway over our thoughts and actions, 
i the worst fears of the critics may turn out 
to be more than a rigorous reality of our 
social mores arid individual inclinations. 

Television, both as a boon and a bane, 
swallows much of our leisure. Undoubt¬ 
edly it has brought within ouf watching 
and hearing distance a splendid spectrum 
of entertainment, information and educa- 
j tion. But, the way people at large have 
| become its abject addicts and almost for- 
| saken their social obligations, the observa¬ 
tion of critics that 'people have become a- 
social' in their perceptions and practices, 
carries enough weight. Having become 
passive slaves of all types of programmes, 
the worst blow has fallen on human rela¬ 
tions, social get-togethers, formal as well 
as informal meetings and the like. The com¬ 
mon complaint that 'television viewing' 
does not leave enough time to socialise and 
exchange pieasantcries is a sad commen¬ 
tary on our tastes and the tight grip of tele¬ 
vision on our lives. 

Television has played a decisive role 
in moulding our habits of eating, dressing, 
possessing goods of all types and the re¬ 
sultant fall-out of the glittering world of 
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television is there for us to see in the 'all 
powerful cult of consumerist. culture'. 
People of all age-groups are going mad to 
have in their kitty all the expensive things 
advertised on the small screen. The ten¬ 
dency to grow rich over-night has caught 
the people on the wrong foot. The success 
and speed syndrome have made them 
highly self-centred and selfish. They want 
to make the best of both the worlds by hook 
or crook, unmindful of the needs of others. 

Caught between the devil and the 
deep sea, both the developments of being 
anti-social and self-concerned, have further 
rendered most of us cold and callous to the 
agonies of others. The pattern of life, as 
portrayed on the idiot-box and our will¬ 
ingness to imitate that, has certainly 
blunted our sensibilities and quite often 
we find ourselves totally alienated from 
the common cares and concerns of our 
neighbours, the passers-by, the sufferers 
and so on. In short, the world of television 
has become too much with us to leave even 
a few moments for social commitments, 
selfless service and an active participation 
in the problems of others. 

Only rice cultivation all over the 
Country 

Q. Suppose the climatic and soil 
conditions of our country permit the cul¬ 
tivation of only rice and no other 
foodgrain. Give three important conse¬ 
quences of this situation. 

Ans. Not a country but a continent, 
India rightfully prides itself in the diver¬ 
sity of its people, their cultural contours, 
religions and rituals, fairs and festivals and 
above alt in their diverse modes of living, 
daily mores and manners. Likewise, its 
landscape throws up a variety of soils suit¬ 
able for cultivation of different food-grains 
and the complexion of its climate varying 
from region to region, makes India a coun¬ 
try as diverse as any continent but as cohe¬ 
sive and harmonious as any chorus or 
orchestra. If by any quirk of circumstances 
or unnatural happening, the entire coun¬ 
try develops a uniform climate and a simi¬ 
lar soil all over, suitable for the cultivation 
of only rice, the consequences could be any¬ 


thing but pleasant. 

Those who are not used to eating rice 
only as their staple food, and their number 
all over the country is highly significant, 
would find the going tough and may not 
feel it easy to change their food habits so 1 
soon or so suddenly. The shift from their 
age-old dependence on food-grains like j 
wheat, barley, gram, maize and the like to 
only rice, may create both physical as well j 
as psychological problems for them, be- ! 
sides the dilemma of changing the crop 
patterns from many food-grains to only j 
rice. ; 

Most of the agro-based industries ] 
would have to either close down their shut- ! 
ters or go in for heavy imports of food- 
grains other than rice, to keep them going. ! 
The prospects of unemployment due to the 
non-availability of food-grains at home or 
a heavy strain on foreign exchange tor their 
recurring imports cannot be ruled out 
Since the supply and price situation ot 
food-grains from abroad is neither stable 
nor sustainable on long-term basis, the 
apprehensions of short supplies or price 
rise in the world market, would always 
loom large over the agro-based Indian 
industries solely dependent on the regu¬ 
lar supply of raw material like wheat, 
maize, barley, gram, sugar-cane and the 
like. 

Lastly, variety which is the spice of 
life, would disappear from one end to the 
other when both the climatic and soil con¬ 
ditions become uniform The splendour 
and colourfulness ot India's topography, 
flora and fauna, folk lore and traditions (to 
mention a few of its special features), would 
lose their charm yielding place to mo¬ 
notony, sterility of thoughts and actions 
and a severe blow to its ageless diversity, 
variety and multi-facetedness. 

Floods and fanners 

Q. Large parts of our country have 
to face floods every year. Suggest at least 
three effective measures which will 
enable the fanners to turn this annual 
calamity into their advantage. Explain 
how these measures suggested by you 
will be useful. 


Ans. There : s no gainsaying the fact 
that the fury and ferocity of floods, year 
after year, play havoc, not only with the 
rich soil and standing crops but also with 
human as well as animal life. Every time, 
when floods overwhelm vast areas of cul¬ 
tivable land and residential areas, the losses 
in terms ol life, natural resources and the 
erosion of rich land run to millions. One of 
the biggest challenges that we have failed 
to face squarely is the area of 'proper wa¬ 
ter management', both perennial as well 
as seasonal. If we have really learnt any¬ 
thing from the past, when floods had been 
causing enormous damage to the farm¬ 
ers, their fields, hearth and homes, the 
following measures should be given a se¬ 
rious thought and if found practicable, 
should be implemented in stages in those 
areas that are more prone to floods. 

A national plan to control floods and 
also the launching of a technology mis¬ 
sion to regulate them, can be considered 
and put through. Since floods occur 
• when the run-off water from the 
! catchment areas exceeds the bank capac- 
I ity of the river, we can store the run-off 
water in reservoirs and tanks and release 
it after the river recedes, thus teed the 
i fields with water when it is required the 
| most. 

Before the onset of rains desilting of 
| canals, channels, drains etc should be un- 
j dertaken as a priority operation and not as 
i a half-hearted ad hoc course of action. 

| Construction ot small dams to conserve 
! surplus water can be taken hand because 
| the usefulness of big dams in terms of wa- 
| ter management, ecological balance and re- 
! habitation of uprooted persons has 
j become more a controversy than a straight 
I solution of the problem 
I By bringing more land under the green 

! cover, we can minimise the risk of the rush- 
i ing waters of rivulets, streams and like, 
making dents and cleavages into the soil. 
Additional cushions can be built in the 
existing dams so that they can accumulate 
run-off water that can be used during the 
dry-season. Like the 'national power grid', 
the establishment of a 'national water grid’ 
can be thought of, although the cost of such 
I a project would be enormous. 
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BANK P.O./RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. The Family Planning programme 
in India has been a dismal failure. Com¬ 
ment and give arguments for and against 
the view. 

Ans. The Indian population is expected 
to reach 1.4 billion by the year 2005. Although 
the fertility rate has decreased, it is still double 
the level at which population will stabilise. 
Critics haw pointed out that since the incep¬ 
tion in 1951, the Indian family Planning 
programme has been nothing but a dismal fail¬ 
ure There have been various arguments for and 
against this vine 
Arguments For 

1. The Indian Administration has not 
been able to successfully pinpoint why 
people want and have children There are 
various factors intermingled e g belief that 
'children are gift of God' theory, treating 
children as security for old age, need on 
the part of women to have children to be 
accepted in society 

2 Policy makers believed in the 'trickle 
down' effect of development policies They 
assumed that development would itself act 
as the best contraceptive. However, devel¬ 
opment is a relative concept. Population 
problem has to be handled by a wise ap¬ 
proach towards poverty coupled with a 
personal freedom to exercise choice. 

' 3. Family planning programmes have 

often failed due to lack of infrastructure. 
Information, education and communica¬ 
tion form the basics of any such 
programme. Once there is sufficient accep¬ 
tance and awareness, the government has 
to step in with the required support sys¬ 
tem. However, in India there is a high level 
of contraceptive failure due to poor qual¬ 
ity condoms, poorly maintained IUDs and 
inadequate use of birth control pills. On 
top of that, the rising agb of marriage and 
sexual activity among single and young 
people has not been addressed. Sex educa¬ 


tion in homes, schools as well as in the 
media is severely lacking. 

Arguments Against 

1. Family Planning programmes have 
been effective in reducing the birth rate. 
From 45.2 per thousand in 1941 it has fallen 
to 29.6 per thousand in 1991. It is expected 
that if the same trends continue, the rate 
will be lowered to 21 per thousand by the 
year 2000. 

2. Health programmes have lowered 
infant mortality and the overall death rate, 
a precondition for population control, in 
every single State. So the birth rate has 
fallen in every State, even the four laggards 
called the BIMARU States (Bihar, MP, 
Rajasthan, UP) 

3. Family Planning programmes are 
not the sole factor for this problem. The 
birth rate is correlated with factors like 
urbanisation, literacy and income levels. 
As conditions in these areas improve, there 
will be an effect on family size also, Also, 
religious denominations throw up a wall. 
Contraception is forbidden in certain reli¬ 
gions. 

4. There are 60 million couples of re¬ 
productive age in the country—perhaps, 
even more. At times it might not be pos¬ 
sible to reach all of them. 

5. A Draft National Policy was sub¬ 
mitted in May 1994. This report, said to be 
"pro-nature, pro-poor and pro-women", is 
expected to bring about some changes in 
the total outlook. The policy seeks to 
decentralise the Family Planning 
programme, taking it away from bureau¬ 
crats and politicians, and putting it in the 
hands of Panchayats and Zila Parishads. 
This is meant to add impetus at the grass 
root level. 

Whatever be the various arguments 
for and against the family planning 


programme, the fact remains that it is high 
time that forceful measures are taken to 
solve this menace. 

Q. There has been a widespread talk 
of a credit crunch affecting the Indian 
Industry. Discuss the various angles 
related to this problem. 

Ans. Various independent studies 
seem to show that the industry is facing a 
serious financial crunch. It has been 
pointed out that the economy is going 
through a major credit squeeze due to an 
acute tight money policy. Normally the 
adequacy of credit availability is said to 
depend on the scale of economic activity. 
Since the rate of growth in the industrial 
sector and in exports during 1995-96 was 
much higher than that in 1994-95, die credit 
expansion should have been higher. But it 
wasn't. This can be easily gauged from the 
rate of interest too. Real rates of interest 
have climbed to astronomical levels which 
suggests that die increase in the supply of 
credit has been much less than adequate. 

Amajor source of funds to industry is 
the capital market which remains in a bear¬ 
ish phase. The money raised duough ex¬ 
ternal commercial borrowings fell sharply 
from $ 1984 million during the period April- 
February 1994-95 to $ 302 million in the 
same period of the current year. 

Moreover, industry's recourse to as¬ 
sistance from financial institutions has also 
been reduced. For example, the ratio of 
disbursements to sanctions has declined for 
major financial institutions. 

Although there has been an increase 
of 30 per cent rise in non-food credit, this 
meets a comparatively lower percentage 
(about 25) of the total capital requirements 
of the industry. At the same time, there has 
been a decline in the amount raised duough 
tHfe capital market. There has’been a fall of 
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over Rs 22000 crores in the collections 
through the primary market between the 
periods of April to February 1994-95 and 
1995-96. To add to this, there has been a 
decline in funds raised by mutual funds, 
which fell by almost 700 per cent from Rs 
4227 crores in 1994-95 to Rs 600 crores in 
1995-96, THe growth of deposits with banks 
has only been Rs 40,000 crores against the 
targctted Rs 65,000 crores. 

There have also been allegations that 
in the middle of this tight money policy, 
there has been a crowding out of private 
investment by the government during the 
period when the banks were flush with 
money. Banks had invested over Rs 1,50,000 
crores in government securities since the 
government had been borrowing at fairly 
remunerative rates from the market. This 
money of the banks is locked up with the 
government in the form of excess SLR and, 
in the absence of a debt market for these 
instruments, it was not available for 
utilisation when needed. Otherwise the 
liquidity crisis could have been diluted by 
the capital raised through this source. 

Given these trends, it has been felt that 
the continuing pressure on demand for 
capital, there would be a pressure on the 
lending rate of interest. It is expected that 
national lending rates would continue to 
be in the range of 17 to 20 per cent. 

There are some, however, who point 
out that since the interest rates are already 
high, they can only fall. If political factors 
have an adverse effect on the growth of 
the economy, then the demand for credit 
will go down, leading to a downward pres¬ 
sure on the structure of interest rates. More¬ 
over, the interest rate is also a crucial 
instrument of monetary policy and much 
depends on the new government's priorities. 

Q. Small-Scale Industries face a 
number of problems which affects their 
performance. Comment and discuss 
steps taken to help these industries. 

Ans. India's small-scale Industries 
face a lot of problems. Shortage of raw ma¬ 
terials is the most dominant one. The mar¬ 
keting facilities are inadequate in the 
country. To add to that, transport facilities 
are very expensive and not very timely. 

There are some problems that creep in 


| through the basic infrastructure Power cuts 
are a major problem. Labour problems re- 
mam a major hindrance. Capital is by and 
large inadequate. There are heavy interest 
charges on loans given by the financial 
institutions. These problems arc further 
accentuated by the excessive control and 
harassment by inspectors. Bureaucracy also 
often indulges in corrupt practices. 

The small-scale sector also has to face 
the impact of recessionary pressures, fiscal 
retrenchment and the Government's tight 
monetary policy. 

There were certain steps taken by the i 
Government to solve these problems j 
MRTP clearances were abolished. Reforms * 
were initiated in the Public Sector. Foreign ■ 
investment upto 51 per cent equity was I 
provided for. Policies also provided for i 
automatic approval for foreign technology ; 
agreements. The aim of these policies has 
been to unshackle Ind ian Ind ustry from the ; 
myriad administrative and legal controls 
which have become unnecessary in the j 
changed national and global economic en¬ 
vironment There were four major objec¬ 
tives listed: employment generation, 
reduction of social and economic dispari¬ 
ties, removal of poverty and attainment of 
self reliance. 

Besides, several items were reserved 

l 

| for the small-scale sector. Promotion of the 
| industrial and agro-industrial employment ' 
would continue. Therefore, it has been felt 
that a lot of emphasis needs to be laid 
upon more agriculture-based and forest 
produce-based small-scale industries. The j 
aim has to be to ensure optimum utilisation 
of our limited resources through small-scale 
and ancillary industries. 

The development of small-scale indus¬ 
tries has been given high priority. This has 
been done keeping m mind the advantages 
in terms of low investment and high po¬ 
tential for employment generation in rural 
and semi-urban areas. The Eighth Plan had 
tripled the investment for promotion and 
development of village and small indus¬ 
tries. This has been done keeping in mind 
the immense potential of this sector in 
generation of productive entry employ¬ 
ment and earning foreign exchange. Even 
the 20-point plan laid stress on handicrafts, 
handloom and small village industries. 


Q. What have been the major aims 
of the land reforms policy in India? 
j Critically evaluate why the land reforms 
J have not been very successful. 

Ans. From the very beginning of the 
1 planning process, land reforms have re- 
j mained one of the major policies tor rural 
J and overall economic development. It was 
j felt that for the development of agriculture 
in India, there was a dire need for land 
reforms. Some of the major aims of the land 
reforms policy have been. 

(1) To abolish Zamindari: At the time 
of independence, about 57% of the land in 
India was under the control of big feudal 
lords and landlords who got the land cul¬ 
tivated by farmers, The farmers were also 
supposed to pay land revenue. This ham¬ 
pered direct contact between the ta.m- 
ers and the government There was 
rampant exploitation ot the farmers bv 
these intermediaries i <■ the landlords 
and feudal lords With the initiation of 

| land reforms, it became possible to es- 
: tabhsh direct contact between the gov- 
i eminent and the farmers The land 
; revenue could be collected directly by the 
government from the farmers and sev¬ 
eral policies for land reforms were imple¬ 
mented. 

(2) Tenancy Reforms. It was found 
that the condition of farmers who worked 
by faking land on lease, was very piti¬ 
able, They could be deprived of land at 
any time. So the government sought to 
improve this with four main measures 
namely, reduction in rent, security of 
tenancy, compensation for any improve¬ 
ments on land and conferment of own¬ 
ership right. The government was of the 
opinion that till the tiller of land got the 
confidence that he would not be ejected 
from land, he would not be able to work 
whole-heartedly. 

(3) Land Ceiling: Another aim of the 
land reform legislations was to prevent the 
concentration of land m the hands of a few 
persons. Land ceiling is different in differ¬ 
ent States—limit ranging from 10 acres to 
324 acres. 

(4) Land Consolidation: I .and reform 
policies also aimed to consolidate land so 
that small pieces of land of the farmers and 
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their scattered holdings may be consoli¬ 
dated at once place. This was done with 
the aim of enabling farmers to make use of 
modem techniques of cultivation and reap 
the advantage of new techniques. 

Critical evaluation 

Though a lot of work has been done 
in the country, it is not sufficient. Accord¬ 
ing to the Indian Constitution, the respon¬ 
sibility of making and enacting laws 
pertaining to land is that of the State gov¬ 
ernments. Although from 1950 to 1959 al¬ 
most all the States passed land reform acts, 
their pace of success was rather slow. The 
aim of "Land to the Tiller" has not been 
achieved. Besides, a new feudal class has 
emerged in the sphere of agriculture which 
holds 30 to 60 acres of land. Even some of 
the old landlords have ejected the tenants 
from their lands under pretext that they 
want to cultivate land themselves. Land 
ceiling laws have not been enforced prop¬ 
erly. People who have become new land¬ 
lords are worse than the old landlords. 
Tlieir tenants, called crop-sharers, feel in¬ 
secure. The Zanundan system also exists as 
before. 

The purpose of introducing land re¬ 
forms has largely been defeated by the big 
landlords and other vested interests 
through fictitious divisions of land. There 
have been mere paper entries in the records 
with the collusion of Patwaris and 
lehsildars. Endless ligitations, Bcnamt 
transactions and fake ownership of hold¬ 
ings are a black mark on the programme. 
There have been innumerable frauds in 
Jand distribution. In bhoodan (waste areas 
ajid on which hardly anything can be 
grown) useless lands were donated to earn 
credit for donating land to the poor and 
the needy. 

Land reforms were intended to bring 
the largest number of poor farmers and 
agricultural workers into the mainstream 
of economic development. Although lakhs 
of acres of land were declared surplus, but 
-the redistribution process has been very 
faulty and has not benefitted the really 
needy sections. 

It has often been said that the major 
problem in the implementation of land 


reforms has been a lack of commitment on 
the part of the authorities. The bureaucracy 
can play a positive role in efficient imple¬ 
mentation of the land reforms. Besides 
there has to be adequate reassessment of 
the reform policy to make it more useful 
for the targeted group. 

Q. What factors are responsible for 
the growth of communalism in India? 
How can the effect of communalism 
minimised? 

Ans. Communalism is that narrow 
feeling under whose influence any reli¬ 
gious community begins to neglect the 
interests of other communities and na¬ 
tion for the fulfilment of its own politi- 
j cal, economic and social selfish interests, 
j Communalism has played a divisive role 
! in the politics of India before and after 
i the attainment of independence in 1947. 
i It was estimated that from 1961 to 1984 
about 12,000 communal incidents took 
place in India. 

There are a number of factors that are 
responsible for the growth of communal¬ 
ism. 

(1) British Policy of Divide and 
Rule: The British have been known for their 
policy of 'Divide and Rule' which they 
followed to strengthen the roots of their 
living in India and create distrust among 

; them. After partition also, the poison of 
1 communalism did not get curbed but 
spread more. 

(2) Religious Mistrust and Fanati¬ 
cism: In a multi-religious State like India, 
it is a big drawback that there exists a feel¬ 
ing of mistrust that becomes the basis of 
communalism. 

(3) Communal Political Organisations: 
Several communal organisations have 
grown in India. These create hatred among 
the people of different religious communi¬ 
ties. 

(4) Economic Backwardness: Certain 
sections of society are economically back¬ 
ward c.g. a major part of the Muslim com¬ 
munity. With the advent of the Britishers 
in India, the sources of income of the 
Muslims ended gradually—specifically, 
that of the Muslim artisans. This backward¬ 
ness leads to extreme disappointment and 
discontentment. 


(5) Role of Pakistan: It has often been 
alleged that Pakistan has played a con¬ 
temptuous role in the spread of commu¬ 
nalism in India. Pakistani media 
especially plays a very negative role and 
presents exaggerated versions of all such 
problems. 

(6) Government's Inertia: Some¬ 
times people also say that the inertia of 
the Union and State governments, for not 
taking proper action at the proper time, 
is also responsible. The government has 
not prepared any effective and rational 
policy to solve this problem, The ap¬ 
peasement policy so often practised by 
the government further adds to the prob¬ 
lem. To add to this, political leaders ex¬ 
ploit such situations for their own 
personal benefit. 

There have been various suggestions 
that have been put forward regarding the 
control of this menace- 

(1) There has to be a limitation on the 
formation of Communal Political parties. 
This can even come in the form of a legal 
ban 

(2) There must be a code of conduct 
for political parties so that the parties do 
not take advantage of every communal 
incident. 

(3) There is a need for strengthening 
secularism in India. For this purpose, the 
media can play a very positive role. They 
should strive to build a feeling of goodwill 
among all religions. 

(4) The root of most of the ills of India 
lies in the economic and social backward¬ 
ness of its people. There has to an effort on 
the part of the government to remove so¬ 
cial and economic backwardness of the 
people. 

(5) Education can play an important 
role in creating communal harmony. Reli¬ 
gious toleration can be taught in schools 
and colleges. Education should be value- 
based in India. 

(6) Religious leaders can also play a 
positive role in creating an ideal commu¬ 
nal environment and teach the people les¬ 
sons of mutual toleration and respect. 

If communalism enters into the vitals 
of a society, it hollows and weakens it from 
inside. Therefore, it is necessary to over¬ 
come this problem. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. 'abashed: (a) proud (fa) learned (r) ashamed (d) ignorant. 

2. bicker: (a) settle ( b ) quarrel (c) regret (d) examine. 

3. chock-a-block: (a) tightly packed (b) narrowly escaped 

(c) seriously injured ( d) highly explosive 

4. decoy: ( a) ugly person ( b) tasteless food (c) dull show 

(d) attractive person. 

5. eulogize: (a) verify (b) notify (c) praise (d) punish. 

6. fox-trot: (a) race (fa) dance (c) exhibition (d) circus. 

7. galumph: (a) walk clumsily (b) murmur (c) whisper (d) snore. 

8. hoi-polloi: (a) masses (fa) criminals (c) audience (d) share¬ 
holders. 

9. impersonate: (n) narrate (b) discuss (c) contradict (d) per¬ 
sonify. 

10. jeremaid: (a) proverb (fa) proof (c) story (d) dream. 

11. kink: (a) mental peculiarity (fa) spiritual strength (r) finan¬ 
cial bankruptcy (d) moral crisis 

12. mendacious' (a) soft (fa) untruthful (c) colourful (d) repen¬ 
tant. 

13. namby-pamby (a) hardly believable (fa) foolishly 
sentimental (c) simply charming (d) highly suitable. 

14. obstreperous: (a) delicate (fa) scholarly (c) descriptive 
(d) noisy. 

15. piffle: (a) nonsense (fa) advice (c) proposal (d) excuse. 

16. quaff: (a) threaten (fa) pacify (c) drink (d) compensate. 

17. swap: (a) borrow (fa) exchange ( c) forgive (d) forget. 

18. titular: (a) title (without authority) (fa) colonial power (c) 
imperial grandeur (d) royal status. 

19. wheedle, (a) swim (fa) sink (c) drown (d) persuade. 

20. yucky: (a) pleasant (fa) helpful (c) nasty (d) weak 

ANSWERS 

1. abashed: (c) ashamed, embarrassed. 

—The wife's criticism left the husband feeling abashed in the 
company of friends. 

2. bicker (fa) quarrel, dispute. 

—The children are always bickering with each other over their 

toys. 

3. chock-a-block: (a) tightly packed, completely full. 

—In between a chock-a-block schedule, the distinguished 
scholar managed to address the college students. 

4. decoy: (a) attractive person or thing. 

--Police decoys and anti-eve-teasmg squads fan onto city roads 
to check the growing menace of eve-teasing. 

5. eulogize: (c) praise, compliment. 

—Fans or fanatics, they are always found eulogizing their 


favourite star or god-man. 

6. fox-trot: (fa) dance 

—His political fox-trot once again brought into focus the 
politics of 'Aya Ram, Gaya Ram'. 

7. galumph: (fa) walk or run noisily or clumsily. 

—The children came galumphing into the house like a herd of 
elephants. 

8. hoi-polloi: (a) masses. 

—The hoi-polloi who troop in their thousands to sports 
stadia, are armed with whistles, bugles, fire-crackers and even 
missiles. 

9. impersonate: (d) pose (as), personify, imitate. 

—He was caught trying to impersonate a police officer. 

10 jeremaid: (c) story (of troubles) 

—Such Indian films as try to portray everyday life as a jeremoid 
only, seldom click at the box office 

11. kink: (a) mental or moral peculiarity 

—He has got a few kinks in his personality if you ask me. 

12. mendacious: ffa) untruthful, lying. 

—The judge passed severe strictures against police for tiling 
a mendacious report in the court. 

13. namby-pamby: (fa) fcxilishly sentimental (people or talk) 

—Don't be such a namby-pamby all the time because the 

persons around you have no liking for you. 

14. obstreperous: (d) noisy, unruly. 

—The nouvean riche have become obstreperous about their sud¬ 
den rise in social hierarchy 

15. piffle: (a) nonsense. 

—The critic had nothing but polemics, puns and piffle to 
offer the press which had turned up to hear him. 

16. quaff: (c) drink. 

—More people are dying of quaffing cheap whisky by the 
pint than by over-eating. 

17. swap: (fa) exchange, barter. 

—Your book looks more interesting than mine, do you want 
to swap (with me)? 

18. titular: (a) title or position (without authority). 

—The King or Queen of England is the titular Head of 
State. 

19. wheedle (out): (d) persuade, flatter. 

—The children wheedled me out into letting them go to the 

film. 

20. Yucky: (c) nasty, disgusting. 

—John always complained about yucky school dinners, when¬ 
ever he came home during holidays. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Recent Economic News 


Petroleum dominates import, Rice In Export ; , ; , , 5 

Recent statistics on Indian Import and Export reveal tied xrtdi pstrbiaurn prod¬ 
ucts dominate imports, exports have been dominated by rice. During 199M6, 
imports oi petroleum hiked to $ 7,547 million as compared to $ 5#33 mOtim (n the 
previous year, registering a 27,2 per cent growth. Import of edtbte ed posted the , 

r t growth of 263.9 per cent tt Increased from $ 194 mfflion in 180445 to fSW 
in 1895-96. imports of gold and silver have been marked by a modest fpovrth 
of 3.8 per cent to $ 742 million in 1995-96. 

Other items which increased their share in the 1995-96 ( 36.37 bMfdri ImpOril, 
are iron and steel, fertilizers, non-ferrous metals, machine tools and aMctronte 
goods. J 

On the export side, in India’s total export of $ 31.83 button for 1995^6^ rice ; 
recorded the highest growth of 254.6 per cent If rose from $ 378 mWon in &94- 
95 to $ 1,333 million. As against an increase to the export oi items Bke readymade 
garments, cotton yam, electronic goods and softwares, there has been a dacitoe to 
the export of cashew,- marine products and hand carpets. 


NATIONAL 


ELECTIONS 

United Front forms government 

T HE BJP government headed by Atal 
Behari Vajpayee could last only 12 days. 
Following Mr Vajpayee's resignation, the 
President asked H.D. Deve Gowda, the 
newly elected leader of the National Front, 
to form a new government. He was asked 
to secure a vote of confidence in the Lok 
Sabha by June 12, 1996. With Congress 
support and coalition members, the new 
government managed to win the vote of 
confidence of the House. 

A 21-member cabinet was sworn in 
on June 1, 1996. Though it was a wide ! 
ranging coalition, the ministry was unrep- ! 
resentative, leaving out 18 States. Apart j 
from the PM almost halt ol the 20-member j 
Council of Ministers were from the South, j 
Though UP had earlier stated that hawala- j 
tainted politicians would not be included, j 
Janata Dal leader S.R. Bommai was made a j 
minister. j 

The new government marked the be- > 
ginning of an era of coalition politics. It ! 
became clear that the power had shifted j 
from the Centre to the States. The coali- j 
tion has circumscribed the power of the i 
Prime Minister. He heads a presidium, , 
made up of State satraps. It is the State j 
leaders who will enter the ministry and j 
not the PM. And it will be States who will j 
rule Delhi rather than Centre ruling the { 
States. ! 

Sangma becomes Speaker On May 
23,1996 Pumo A. Sangma, joint candidate 
of the Congress and the United Front, was 
unanimously elected Speaker of the Uth 
Lok Sabha. Sangma became the youngest 
person to assume the office of the Speaker. 
He is not only the first tribal and firstChris- j 
tian to be elected as the Speaker, but is also j 
the first Speaker drawn from the Opposi- 
tion. | 

Vajpayee's 12 Days: The BJP govern¬ 
ment was doomed from the start. It could 
not get the support required to have a 
majority. But the BJP was at pains to ex¬ 


plain its moderate image. The President's 
message did not touch issues like the Ram 
Mandir, Article 370 and the uniform civil 
code which showed BJP following a prag¬ 
matic approach. Vajpayee's Cabinet in¬ 
cluded Jaswant Singh as Finance Minister 
and Murli Manohar Joshi as Home Minis 
ter Sushma Swarai became the Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting Minister and 
promised to bring morality in television 
Except for Sikander Rakht, who seemed 
unhappy about his charge of Urban Af¬ 
fairs and Employment, the other minis¬ 
ters took every opportunity to verbalise 
their perception about the functioning of 
their respective ministries. However, they 
did not have a chance to prove themselv es 
as their government collapsed. 

The Vajpayee cabinet took some de¬ 
cisions before going. The Enron power 
project was ratified, probe ordered into 
the Reliance share scandal, and Srikrishna 
Commission probing into the Mumbai 
riots, was restored in Maharashtra. Minis¬ 
ter for Law Ram Jethmalani pronounced 
Advani innocent in the hawala case while 
Defence Minister Pramod Mahajan prom¬ 
ised a rise in defence spending. 

No Confidence Motion: The National 
Front made frantic efforts to prevent the 


Government from listing any business. The 
Speaker, P.A. Sangma ruled about the 
President's address as envisaged, under 
Parliamentary provisions. Though die 
j President had asked Vajpayee to seek vote 
j of confidence by May 31, the vote of con- 
! fidence was brought on May 27, The 
! Speaker set seven hours for discussion. 

. Initiating the debate, Vajpayee defended 
| his accepting the Presidential offer to form 
j the Government. He stressed that the BJP 
I dropped its three controversial stands in 
! the interest of evolving a consensus in the 
I country. The debate led to acrimonious 
j exchanges and was marred by frequent 
! intermptions. The BJP was attacked for its 
| hurry to form the Government and for 
j being communal. The BJP members con- 
] demned its opponents for changing their 
I ideologies before and after elections. At 
j the end of eleven hours of the debate, ex- 
! tending over two days, Vajpayee an- 
j nounced his decision to submit his 
resignation. Vajpayee created the record 
of heading a Government for the shortest 
duration and left the record of being voted 
out to V.E Singh. 

Minimum programme of UF govern¬ 
ment: The new government released its 
minimum programme in a document titled 
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"A Common Approach to Majoi Polity 
Matters—a Minimum Programme" on 
June 5, 1996 It spells out political and 
economic plans of the government 

■ Greater devolution of power to the j 
States 

■ Appointment ot committee to review 
and update theSarkana Commission 

■ Reservation in elected bodies and jobs 
lor women 

■ Special courts to ensure justice to SC/ 

ST victims 

■ Reservation to daht Christians 

■ No uniform civil code 

■ Referring Ayodhya dispute to Su¬ 
preme Court 

■ On the ecouomic side, the government 
has bypassed its pre-election stand 
and promises to continue the reforms 
initiated by the Rao regime The eco¬ 
nomic policy is identical to the one 
put forth by the short-lived BJP gov¬ 
ernment Liberalisation will contmue 
and the government is committed to 
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a C.DP growth rate of 7 pel cent New 
investment will be channelled to in 
frustructure and con 1 set tors 
■ Restiui turmg of the public sector and 
appointing a dismv estment commis 
s>on Pulling PSUs out of non essen- 


■ I evel playing field to Indian compa¬ 
nies 

■ Transparent policy on foreign inv est¬ 
ment Doing away with case by case 
clearances 

■ Restructuring the financial sector Do¬ 
mestic and foreign companies will be 
allowed to enter insurance business 

■ I lmiling foreign investment to core 
and intrastructuie sectors Going 
ahead with pm atising of telecom and 
financial sectors 

■ Implementing tax reforms 

Change of guard in States 

ARUNAMDHI becomes CM in 
Tamil Nadu On Mav H, 19% M 
Karunanidhi was sworn in as the Chief 
Mmistci of lamilNadu toi the touith time 
He fust became theC hief Minister in 1969 
Tht rout ot A1ADMK m the elections was 
attribuh d to \ anous reasons i anging from 
layalalitha s growing indifference to pub- 
ln sentiments and to hei aligning with 
tht C ongress 

Bansi Lai takes over in Haryana On 
Mas 10 19% the Governor ot Haryana 
invited Bansi L al It adu of the Havana 
Vikas Parts (HVP), to form a Govern 
ment The HVP emerged as tht single 
laigest parts Tht ( ongress which had 
% seats in the dissolved House, won 


tial areas like hotels 


India Heading towarda AIDS Epidemic 

A British university study has warned of an AIDS disaster looming over India 
The country has the largest number of Infected cases and the highest figures ot 
new HIV cases each year. 

Wtthm a decade of its occurrence in India, AIDS is almost set to assume 
epidemic proportions, Since 1986 when die first AIDS case was detected in India, 
AIDS had been reported in almost all the Stales of India and by early 1994 fhe 
number of HIV infections had crossed two million The north-eastern States of , 
Manipur, Nagaland and Mtxoram dud account for 3 per cent of the poputston Nave 
10 to IS per cent of HIV cases In view of an estimate that In India them m at Ipast 
223 million sexually active men, Prof Robert J Pratt, Professor ot Nursing In 
London, refers 'India as a place fast becoming the global epicentre’ of foe dreaded 
plague. The onus fallc on foe political will and the medical leadership ih the 
country as to best negotiate with their resources to check the onslaught of foe - 
growing menace of AIDS 


NEW COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

H fit, Dene Seeds {Prime Minister) Home, Agriculture, Personnel, Science and Technology 
Energy 

MnOfllC* pmicno 

' AGNdamfotrem Finance with additional charge ot law, Justice and Company Affairs 

* MMgmn Sfnpfr Defence 

IX fifof rak Eidemal Affairs and additional charge of Water Resources 
Asm Was Pfsuwr Railways and Parliamentary Affairs 
kbxaaaH Mann Industry 

SWtnwf Singh Rmtxmmlip Welfare end additional charge of Labour 
CM fereftbc CM Avtatkxi and Tbunsmand additional charge of Information and Broadcasting 
D.P Ytum Food and fowl Supplies, Consumer Affaire and Public Distribution and additional 
charge of Commerce 

U Amrmchalmtr Uiban Affairs and Employment 

Aft Bomrnat. Human Resource Development and additional charge of Ministry of Coal 
Venkatowoan: Surface Transport 
Vbmm Nafdu,' Rural Areas and Employment 
HiHflTHni (tTAtt 

Bml PmthtMhrm' Communication end Parliamentary Affaire 
Dhandta Dev Prasad Varna Rural Areas and Employment 
Qapt Jal Namm Pmtad Nlshad Environment 
Mm Kami Slngtr, Human Resource Development 
• MM TasHtmidfarr Home 
A VenugopMachari Power 
Salim Kfbai Shervanr Health and Family Welfare 
Dr U. Vsnkmrtasnmltu Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs 







CURRENT AFFAIRS 


NATIONAL 

only 9 seats this time. Bansi Lai's claim 
was strengthened by the support from 
three independents and the BJP, which 
won 10 seats. 

Bansi Lai was sworn in as the Chief 
Minister of Haryana for the fourth time. 
Earlier he had been the Chief Minister 
in 1968,1972 and 1986. For the first time 
in his political career, former Chief Min¬ 
ister Bhajan Lai assumed the role of op¬ 
position. Immediately after assuming 
office, Bansi Lai ordered total prohibi¬ 
tion in the State from July 1,1996, as per 
its electoral promise. 

Mohanta takes over in Assam: In 
Guwahati, Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar 
Mohanta of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) 
was sworn in on May 15,1996. It is for the 
second time that Mohanta became Chief 
Minister of Assam. When he first became 
the Chief Minister in 1985, he created a 
record of becoming the youngest person to 
become CM. But following a split in the 
party, the AGP did badly in the 1991 elec¬ 
tions. 

Return of the Left in Kerala: On May 
20, 1996 the CPM-led Left Democratic 
Front headed by E.K. Nayanar was swom 
in Kerala In the recent elections the LDF 
led by CPM registered a decisive win 
over the Congress-led United Demo¬ 
cratic Front. It is for the third time that 
Nayanar has been appointed the Chief 
Minister. 

DMK-led coalition in Pondicherry: 
The DMK-led coalition government 
' headed by R.V. Janakiraman was sworn 
: in on May 27, 1996. Having won nine 
seats in the elections, the Congress 
emerged as the single largest party in the 
30-member House. But it did not stake its 
claim to form the government. Later the 
( Lieutenant Governor invited DMK and its 
allies to form government. The DMK and its 
allies Tamil Maanila Congress and foe CPI 
together got 15 seats. Thejpresent Ministry is 
the 13th in foe Union Territory and DMK 
has got foe distinction of leading all foe four 
coalition governments in foe UT. 


Basu gets fifth term in West Bengal: 
On May 20,1996 the Marxist leader Jyoti 
Basu was sworn in Chief Minister of West 
Bengal for a record fifth time in a row. He 
first became the Chief Minister in 1977 after 
voting Siddhartha Shankar Ray Govern¬ 
ment out of power. Basu began his active 
political career in 1946. After independence 
he wrested the Baranagore seat in 1952 
and retained it till 1972 when he suffered 
the only defeat of his career. Thereafter he 
moved to Satgachia constituency which 
he retains. 

Congress sweeps polls in J & K 

T HE Congress swept the polls in J&K 
and won the seats from Ladakh, 
Jammu, Baramulla and Srinagar. 
Udhampur seat was won by BJP. Mir 
Mgami won the Srinagar seat by a margin 
of 1599 votes after a dose battle with the 
Janata Dal candidate. 

The election results debunked the 
theory of forced polls. Indian and foreign 
newspapers had reported that voters were 
forced to vote by the army. Though the 
invalid votes were somewhat higher than 
normal, results of a forced election were 
soon put at rest. It became evident that 


the people of Kashmir voted for return of 
normalcy. Another positive indication was 
that terrorism had finally been controlled. 
There were scattered incidents of violence 
from the State, but the major strikes were 
made outside. A bomb blast killed 17 
people in a crowded market in New Delhi 
and the JKLF claimed responsibility. An¬ 
other bomb blast killed 22 people in a bus 
in Rajasthan. 


ASSAM 

Ethnic violence spreads 

T HE installation of Prafulla Kumar 
Mohanta's ministry coincided with a 
spurt of violence in Assam. Ethnic clashes 
in Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon claimed 75 
lives within a week, including those of 
superintendent of police R.K. Singh, 
former minister Nagen Neog and promi¬ 
nent newspaper editor Parag Das, Nearly 
two lakh people were rendered homeless 
following torching of 65 villages in the 
Kokrajhar district. Army and paramilitary 
forces were deployed in foe State with 
shoot at sight orders. 

Several factors have played a role in 


UNICEF Highlights Gendsr Bias in India 

One-fourth ol foe 12 million girls bom in India every year do not survive upto 
15 years, a third of these deaths occur in the first year of life, while every sixth • 
female death was due to discrimination. This is revealed in the UNtCEF docu¬ 
ment, 'Glimpses of Girlhood in India', which points to growing gender discrimina¬ 
tion in India, which is responsible for every 16 per cent of female deaths. Girls 
were also exposed to much greater risk of death than a mate child. 

The document also reveals that while both male and female mortality rates 
had declined over the years, the decline had been faster in the case of males as 
compared to females. Despite being biologically stronger foan boys, almost 3 
takh girls tBe annually 

White 1fl5 male births are reported for every iQOfamate births, the sex ratio .. 
gets reduced to 945, which keeps declining throughout childhood. Female Infan¬ 
ticide and foeticide appear to be having a growing negative influence on the sex 
ratio in & number of communities and areas. At every age level, females had a « 
higher death rate than males, according to foe report. Despite improvement in the 
raodnoffiy, 4l«a trends do not seem to be stopping. Only Kerala among foe States ; 
had Ssexratio favouring women (1036). 
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the ethnic violence against the Santhal 
tnbals Increasing population otnon-Bodo 
tnbals, Muslims and other migrants has 
led to shrinking of the land mass earlier 
available to the Bodo tnbals There is in¬ 
creasing resentment among the dominant 
tnbal community leading to attacks by the 
Bodo militants on non-Bodo settlers There 
is also die issue of including the villages 
along die 10 km border with Bhutan m 
the Bodoland Autonomous ( ouncil (BAC) 
which has not been sorted out The All Bodo 
Students Union (ABSU) disowned the 1993 
Bodo accord over this issue and reverted to 
the demand for a separate State 

The Bod os are also outnumbered by 
the Adivasis who constitute 30 per cent of 
the population and work as labourers in 
the tea gardens The Bodos want them 
out too There may also be political lac 
tors, as Santhahs are pro-Congiess and 
had even put up their own candidate in 
the elections Following the death of 
Santhali leader of the Congress party on 
April 30, by suspected Bodo militants, 
bodies of 3 Bodo girls were found out¬ 
side the Sattupur reserve forest on May 
8-9 This infuriated the Bodos, who be¬ 
gan to burn down entire villages belong¬ 
ing to the Santhahs 

Chief Minister Mohanta faces a tough 
task and is hoping for a political solution 
He has to fight lire ethnic clashes and also 
keep the United I lbcrahon Front of Asom 
(ULFA) m control He must also imple¬ 
ment the Assam accord but whether he 
will be able to remain ji doubt, since his 
electoral allies are the communists and mi¬ 
nority groups, who oppose the Assam agi¬ 
tation as well as the accord 


MAHARASHTRA 
Srikrishna Commission 
Reinstated 

A FTER four months of dissolving it, 
Maharashtra Government on May 28, 
1996 announced the reinstatement of the 


Srikrishna Commission The Commission 
was set up under the chairmanship of Jus¬ 
tice B N Srikrishna in 1993 to probe into 
the riots that engulfed Mumbai in Decern 
ber 1992 and January 1993 The Commis¬ 
sion was initially set up for six months 
but repeatedly got extensions Finally on 
January 23,1996 the Maharashtra Govern¬ 
ment announced its decision to dissolve 
it The government's decision was based 
on the perception that the continuation of 
the Commission mav lc ad to some sort of 
communal tensions, besides its being tax 
ing the exchequer heav llv The dissolution 
of the Commission evoked resentment 
from National Minorities Commission and 
various political parties A Public Interest 
Petition challenging government'* order 
vv as also filed m the Mumbai High Court 

TRIPURA 

Insurgents threaten to deport 
outsiders 

A FFIR serving notices on January 1, 
19% the outlawed All Tripura Tiger 
Force (ATTT) has been budding up pres¬ 
sure to deport the foreigners from Tnpura 
Showing no respect to the Indira-Mujib 


Pact, they have asked people, who came 
to the State aftei 1949 but were not en¬ 
listed in the voter list of 1931, to leave the 
Statebyjune30 TheATTl has announced 
to launch 'Opeiation Raukhaty' (operation 
deportation) to push back foreigners from 
July l, besides calling a 10-day State-wide 
bandh By comparing the present demo¬ 
graphic complexion vv ith what it was on 
October 13, 1949 when Tripura merged 
with Indian Union, the mditants stress that 
during 47 years, the tribal population in 
Tripura has dec lined irom 90 per cent to 
31 percent while the populationofTnpura 
ha*- increased six times The left Front 
gov emment in Tnpura ruled out depoita 
tion of anv person vv ho came into the State 
betorc Match 23 1971 

Chief Mimstoi and tribal leader 
Dasaratha Deb said that according to the 
Indira Mu|ib pact it was impossible to 
push back those people who came here 
befoie the stipulated date To dispel ap 
pichensions amongst militants govern 
ment has launched various schemes to 
bring them in the mainstream It signed a 
bi-partite agieement with the All Tripura 
tribal f one in 1993 and provided jobs to 
over 1000 surrendered militants 

Of the fourteen outfits in Tripura, the 


India not the Most Corrupt Country 

Two recent surveys on corrupt countnes demolish some prevalent perceptions 
about corruption. Both the surveys Indicate that India is not amongst the most 
corrupt countnes. While the Gottingen University (GU) survey ranked India 46th 
amongst 54 countries, the Transparency International (Tl) has ranked India as the 
seventh most corrupt in the list ol 10 countnes. Both surveys have been conducted 
by German groups. 

The GU survey which based its rating on 10 international surveys, ranked New 
Zealand as least corrupt and Nigeria as the most corrupt amongst 54 countries, to 
TTs scale ranging from 0 to 10, scores have been assigned to toe countries on toe 
basis of perceptions gathered from businessmen dealing with those countries and 
from toe financial Journalists. In toe final eewing for 1985, Indonesia with a acme of 
1.94 has been ranked as toe most corrupt nation While China scored 248 and 
Pakistan 2.25, Indw with a aeon of 2.76 has bean ranked as toe seventh most 
corrupt country to toe list 

While no country has bean found to te perfect on torn Transparency Interna¬ 
tional scale, New Zealand With a score of 9.65 Has emerged as toe least corrupt ip 
toe fist of 10 countries. 
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National Liberation Front of Tripura and 
ATTF continue to be problematic. As the 
government prepares to check the activi¬ 
ties of the out-fits, on May 22, 1996, the 
militants ambushed an army patrol and 
killed an officer and five jawans. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Petition regarding Falling Water 
Table i 

i 

A N affidavit filed on May 15,19% be* j 
fore a division bench ot the Supreme j 
Court speaks for the critical picture of '■ 
ground water level in the country Accord- | 
ing to Dr F.C. Chaturvedi, a scientist in J 
the Central Ground Water Board, the wa¬ 
ter table in the country has declined by j 
eight metres between the years 1983-95. | 
At present the shallow water is available | 
only at depths of 48 metres. The affidavit ; 
was submitted following a public interest | 
petition by environmentalist-lawyer M.C. ■ 
Mehta, who is contesting that the Union ! 
of India and the State Governments should j 
be directed to stop the indiscriminate dig- ; 
gingofborewells. | 

INDIA-AFRICA ! 

Interest Group Formed 

i 

T HE progressively increasing coopera- | 
tion between India and Africa got a j 
boost on May 23,19% when an lndia-Africa ; 
, Interest Group was formally launched at j 
.New Delhi during the seminar on "Africa- j 
India relations: A visions for the future" co- | 
indding with the celebration of Africa Day. 

The Group will consist of represen¬ 
tatives of African States, Governments 
of both sides and Indian industry, the 
federation of Indian Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Industry. The Interest Group l 
will enlarge the scope of economic ties 
between the two regions in turnkey 
projects, development of energy, manu¬ 
facturing and agriculture. 


ISRAEL 

Netanyahu wins election 

P'1 a close contest, the Likud Party leader 
JJBenjamin Netanyahu won the historic 
election in Israel. Opposition leader 
Netanyahu defeated Prime Minister Peres 
by just over 29,000 votes, out of the three 
million cast. 

On May 29,19% Israeli voters for the 
first time exercised their franchise to di¬ 
rectly elect the Israeli Prime Minister. Ear¬ 
lier the Prime Minister was appointed by 
the President. 

Shimon Peres was one of the archi¬ 
tects of the peace process who negotiated 
with the Palestinians and Jordan over the 
past tour years. He promised to end a 
century old Arab-Israeli conflict and had 
shared the Nobel peace prize for his ef¬ 
forts. By returning some territories to Pal¬ 
estine, his plan came to be known as the 
"land for peace" accord. Many Israelis 
resented the deal, since Israel was prepared 
to give up more land captured in the 1967 
West Asia war. Netanyahu projected West 
Asian peace as a dangerous mirage and 
vowed to build new Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank, not to return the Golan 
Heights to Syria and also block the cre¬ 
ation of the Palestinian State. The final 
results suggest that the lead that Peres had 
got atter the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
vanished after Hamas suicide bombers 
claimed over 50 lives in bombings in Is¬ 
rael. The results show how deeply Israelis 
are divided over the peace negotiations. 

Apprehension in Arab World: PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat urged Israel not to 
renege on peace pact. The US President 
Bill Clinton, who supported Peres, ex¬ 
pressed his commitment to continue work¬ 
ing with the Government of Israel for the 
cause of peace. On June 1, soon after his 
election, Netanyahu said that in his first 
100 days in office he would reassess the 
Israeii-Palestinian peace negotiations 
and put on hold any further talks with 
Syria and Lebanon. 


Apprehension has gripped the Arab 
world since Netanyahu's victory, particu¬ 
larly on his campaign promise to take a 
hard line in peace talks. Syrian President 
Hafez Assad went to Egypt for talks with 
Hosni Mubarak on June 3, even as 
Netanyahu gave a conciliatory speech in 
Jerusalem. While he said that talks with 
PLO would continue, the chances that 
such talks could succeed seem dimmed. 
He has already pledged to prevent estab¬ 
lishment of a Palestinian State and tu give 
troops freer hand in operating in PLO 
areas. 

In a rally on June 3, however, Mr 
Netanyahu called on Israel's Arab 
neighbours to "join the circle of peace", 
thus allaying fears about the direction of 
his Hawkish government. 

"We intend to further the process of 
dialogue with all neighbours to reach a 
stable peace, a real peace, a peace with 
security", he said. 

UN Report indicts Israel on Qana 
incident: The Israeli war against Hizbullah 
guerillas got out of hand when on April 
18,1996, it bombed a UN post and slaugh-, 
tered more than 100 Lebanese refugees, 
wounding at least 100 others. That would 
have been forgivable if it was an accident. 
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But questions have persisted whether it 
was done deliberately. 

AUN report, released on May 7,1996, 
has rejected Israeli version that it had 
shelled the UN compound in Lebanon 
by mistake. From the beginning Israel 
has maintained that it had no idea of 
any civilian being there in the UN com¬ 
pound. The report took cognizance of 
the positioning of Hizbollah guerrillas 
and also noted evidence suggesting 
some blemishes even on the part of UN 
peacekeepers. It also admitted that two 
or three Hizbollah fighters had entered 
the UN compound. 

The report was vehemently criticized 
by tire USA and Israel. While USA asserted 
that the report draws unjustified conclu¬ 
sions, Israel demanded explanation to why 
the UN did not take any measures against 
Hizbollah terrorists entering the com¬ 
pound. 

IRAQ 

UN allows Iraq to sell oil 

A FTER four rounds of talks, Iraq fi¬ 
nally accepted UN's oil-for-food of¬ 
fer. Under the agreement, Iraq will be al¬ 
lowed to sell its oil for the first time since 
sanctions were imposed on it after its inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait in 1990. Iraq will sell $ 1 
billion worth oil every 90 days to buy food 
and medicine. It has been facing severe 
shortages of these items, following eco¬ 
nomic embargo imposed by the Security 
Council five years ago. In case the scheme 
is extended over a year, Iraq would be able 
to sell oil worth $ 4 billion. Out of it, 30 
per cent of the amount would go as com¬ 
pensation to the victims of the Iraqi ag¬ 
gression of Kuwait. 

Iraq's U.N. Ambassador Hazar 
Hamdoon on May 20,1996 announced his 
country's acceptance of the deal which was 
being negotiated since many months. The 
talks had often got suspended as the US 
had been asserting that the Security 
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I Council's resolution of providing $ 2.7 bil- 
J lion for food and medicines sufficiently 
j met Iraq's requirement. 

I TURKEY 

I Ciller’s party pulls out 

F ORMER premier Tansu Ciller’s party 
(True Path) pulled out of Turkey's rul¬ 
ing coalition on May 5, 1996. The 
government's collapse is expected to give 
a boost to the pro-Islamic Welfare Party, 
whose policy has worried Turkey's West¬ 
ern allies. Welfare opposes Turkey's West¬ 
ern looking policies but tailed to get a 
majority in Parliament. It wants an Islamic 
regime and closer ties with Muslim na¬ 
tions. Ciller faces corruption probes based 
on allegations by Welfare 

_ 

New Constitution approved 

S INCE its formation in 1971, United Arab 
Emirates has been governed by a provi¬ 
sional constitution. It was initially valid for 
five years, but the government continued to 
extend its validity. After living for twenty- 
five years with a provisional constitution, 
on May 20,19% UAE took a major step to¬ 
wards having its permanent Constitution 
when its Federal Supreme Council approved 
tire dratt of new constitution. The Supreme 
Council consist of the rulers of Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Sharjah, Fujairah, Ras-al-Khaimah, 
Umm-al-Quwain and Ajman. The Council 
approved Abu Dhabi as the permanent Capi¬ 
tal of UAE instead of Karama mentioned in 
tire provisional constitution 


AFGHANISTAN 
Peace Accord Signed 


TPWO months after getting an offer from 
X President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
former Prime Minister and erstwhile foe 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, head of the Hezb-e- 


Islami, on May 25/1996 signed an agree¬ 
ment to restore peace in war-tom Afghani¬ 
stan. 

The six-point agreement calls for ces¬ 
sation of hostilities, establishment of an 
Islamic government, setting up of a na¬ 
tional Islamic army and formation of an 
interim government to conduct elections. 

Later, on May 29, the factions resolved 
that till elections were held, the interim 
government would be controlled by the 
He/b-e-Islami and President Rabbani 
While Rabbani would continue to hold 
the office of President, Hekmatyar would 
be Afghanistan's Prime Minister It was 
also resolved that Hekmatyar's Hezb-e- 
Islami faction would take control of 
Afghanistan's Defence and Finance Min¬ 
istry With Afghanistan's Hezb-o-Jslami 
faction joining government forces, the 
defence of Afghanistan trom the Taliban 
has got a new boost. The Pakistani-backed 
Taliban militia had rejected the agreement 
and said that they would continue then 
struggle for an Islamic State 

RUSSIA 

Ceasefire Accord signed in 
Chechnya 

A FTER IS months of hostilities, Rus¬ 
sian President Boris Yeltsin signed an 
agreement with Chechan separatist leader 
Zelim KhanYandarbiyev on May 27,1996. 
The agreement envisages an end to hostili¬ 
ties in Chechnya and exchange of all pris¬ 
oners of war. It came into effect from June 
1,1996. 

The agreement is seen as a desperate 
move initiated by President Yeltsin for 
achieving peace in Chechnya, before the 
presidential elections scheduled for June 
16. He is in a close contest with commu¬ 
nist challenger Gennady Zygunav. Imme¬ 
diately after signing the Agreement, Yeltsin 
visited Chechnya to give a boost to his 
campaign. On his first visit to the em¬ 
battled republic, he conceded that he had 
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committed political blunders while tack¬ 
ling Chechnya crisis. 

The conflict has raged since Decem¬ 
ber 1994, when President Yeltsin sent Rus¬ 
sian forces to Chechnya to crush the drive 
for independence. More than 30,000 lives 
have been lost in the conflict and more than 
half a million have been rendered home¬ 
less. The agreement, however, covers only 
the logistics of military disengagement and 
leaves aside the thorny problem of 
Chechnya's political status. Yeltsin says he 
w ill not accept an independent Chechnya 
whileYandarbiyev is equally adamant that 
Chechnya will not submit to rule from 
Moscow'. 

Russia alleges spying by British 
diplomats 

O N May 6,1996 Russia claimed to have 
unearthed a spy scandal involt ing 
British diplomats and ordered their expul¬ 
sion Britain warned Russia of retaliation. 
The British media linked the spy row to 
the exigencies of electoral politics as Rus¬ 
sia is having a presidential election in June. 

Recent revelations, rated as the big¬ 
gest East-West espionage row since the end 
of cold war, threatened relations between 
\ the two countries. Last moment arrange¬ 
ments succeeded in defusing tensions and 
both Britain and Russia shelved the expul¬ 
sions. 

CHINA 

US extends MFN status, prevents 
trade war 

O N May 21, 1996, US President Bill 
Clinton decided to extend the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) status to China 
for another year. He said that denial of the 
status, which was to expire on June 3, 
would have amounted to severing eco¬ 
nomic ties and would have harmed 
America's interests. The US wanted China 
to stop factories involved in piracy of 
music and software but derided that the 


issue would not be mixed up with that of | 
the piracy Atter the 1989 Tiananmen j 
Square massacre, the US Congress had J 
stipulated that the MFN treaty would have 
to be renewed every year in order to allow 
a review of its human rights progress. Dur¬ 
ing his election campaign, Clinton had 
sought to link MFN to human rights in 
China, but after assuming office shelved. 

The MFN status was renewed atter 
threats ot a trade war between the two 
countries. Sino-US talks had earlier bro¬ 
ken down as USA said that China was not 
doing enough to prevent piracy of US 
music and software, causing huge loss to 
American businesses..Threats of US sanc¬ 
tions got the response of immediate retali¬ 
ation irom China. Though the US later 
backed out, China committed not to pro¬ 
vide assistance to unsafeguarded nuclear 
programmes to any country. 

Improved ties with Taiwan: Lee Teng- 
hui was sworn in as Taiwan's first popu¬ 
larly elected president on May 20, 1996 
and offered to meet China's leaders for 
talks on ending 47 years of hostility To 
achieve this, he offered to visit China as a 
journey of peace. He ruled out making 
Taiwan an independent country and said 
that reunification with China was a desir¬ 
able goal Observers feel that relations be¬ 
tween Taiwan and China are on the mend. 
On both sides, the tone is ot reconciliation 
and peace. 

TIBET 

Tibetans protest against Chinese 
methods 

I N May, China resorted to the harshest of 
measures since 1989 to suppress senti¬ 
ments of independence in Tibetans. On May 
19,19%, Chinese security forces injured as 
many as 80 Tibetans as they protested against 
China's ban on photographs of their spiri¬ 
tual leader, the Dalai Lama. China has 
banned rebuilding of monasteries destroyed 
during the cultural revolution and limited 


the number of monks and nuns in monas¬ 
teries. This is widely resented by Tibetans 
and has led to frequent clashes with Chinese 
troops. Independence sentiment remains 
strong in Tibet despite China's 46 years of 
often brutal rule of die Himalayan region. 

China admits holding Panchen Lama: 
On June 1,1996, China admitted, for the 
first time, that it was holding a seven year 
old boy named by the Dalai Lama as one 
of Tibet's most revered spiritual leaders. 
The boy, Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, had 
disappeared shortly after the exile d Dalai 
Lama recognised him as the 11th Panchen 
Lama in May, 1995. Beijing decided to re¬ 
pudiate the Dalai lama's choice and name 
its own Tanchen Lama as a sign of its ul¬ 
timate authority over Tibet. 

BANGLADESH 
Army Chief Sacked 

E l a dramatic action on May 20, 19% 
angladesh's acting President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas sacked Army Chief Lt 
General Abu Saleh Mohammad Nasim. 
The sacking came in the wake of Gen 
Nasim's defiance to execute the 
President's orders to fire two command¬ 
ers allegedly having political ambitions 
and inciting soldiers against the govern¬ 
ment. 

The sacked army chief, along with 
the six commanders who backed the re¬ 
volt, was placed under house arrest and 
will face military trial. Maj Gen 
Mahbubur Rahman has been appointed 
as the new acting Army Chief. A five- 
member military court has been set up to 
try the dismissed commanders. They face 
charges including those of sedition and 
deception. 

Pro-Nasim officers and troops who 
came out of their garrisons were stopped 
by troops and sent back with the assur¬ 
ance that no legal action would be taken 
against them. Tanks patrolled the streets 
of Dhaka but no incident was reported. 
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MYANMAR 

Pro-democracy movement gains 
; ground 

A FTER ten months of near silence, 
Myanmar's pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi stepped up the cam¬ 
paign for restoration of democracy in the 
country. Suu Kyi, who is the leader of 
the National League for Democracy 
(NLD), announced a three-day Congress 
to commemorate the sixth anniversary of 
her party's sweeping victory in the 1990 
elections. To thwart her efforts, military 
government in Myanmar launched a mas¬ 
sive crackdown and rounded up more 
titan 250 NLD activists. The arrests in¬ 
vited sharp criticism from Japan and the 
USA. 

Despite the detentions, on May 26, 
Suu Kyi inaugurated the conference in 
Yangok. The Congress ended with a series 
of resolutions, including drawing up a 
new draft Constitution. Suu Kyi has 
sought world-wide support to pressurize 
military regime in Myanmar to recognize 
the results of the 1990 elections, in which 
the NLD swept 82 per cent of the 485 seats. 
The State Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) had not recognised the 
poU outcome. 

Myanmar's military rulers resorted to 
holding public meetings and making com¬ 
ments in the official media to counter the 
threat posed by Suu Kyi. The military rul¬ 
ers cannot take strong action as it would 
invite international condemnation and 
withdrawal of aid. Suu Kyi appealed to 
Japan to stop aiding the Myanmar mili¬ 
tary rulers as the aid money did not help 
ordinary people but only supported the 
military rule. 

With the conference, her first impor¬ 
tant gathering since her release last July 
from six years of house arrest, Suu Kyi 
has launched an all out crusade against 
the military junta. Lt Gen Khin Nyunt, 
leader of the SLORC, denounced the meet- 


I ing and accused the USA and western 
j nations of destabilising Myanmar. 


| PAKISTAN 
; Bhutto’s Sweden visit 

A MIDST hopes of registering it as a 
turning-point in the Swedish-I'ak re- 
| lotions, Benazir Bhutto visited Sweden in 
May end—-the first visit by a Pakistan 
Prime Minister in 20 years. Contrary to 
expectations, the visit ended up as an ex¬ 
ercise in futility. She was received by the 
Employment minister as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter was said to be busy in a summit. The 
tormal meeting with the Swedish Prime 
j Minister Goran Persson was curtailed trom 
90 minutes to 40, 

Bhutto's agenda revolved around 
three important items: to invite Swedish 
investment into Pakistan, to highlight 
Pakistan's version of situation in Kashmir 
and to buy arms. On all die three issues, 

: Pakistan failed to muster the desired at- 
! tention of Sweden and got a cool response 
| from the hosts. Newspapers mentioned the 
embarrassment caused by a shipment re¬ 
quired by Pakistan's nuclear establishment 
from Sweden in 1995 which was detained 
at Heathrow and sent back. Sweden also 
could not sell the airfighters required by 
Pakistan as they had American engines 
and required US consent to effect a sale. 
Though Pakistan's Defence Minister Aftab 
Merani was member of the delegation, he 
was not even received by his Swedish 
counterpart Thage G. Petersson. 

Pakistan snubbed on Kashmir issue: 
Pakistan continues to raise the Kashmir 
issue at international forums, often to get 
snubbed. It happened in Singapore in Sep¬ 
tember 1994 and in the United Nations in 
November 1995. The experience was re- 
j pea ted once again, this time in USA. 
During the Symposium on SAARC at 
Washington on May 18, 1996, Maleeha 
Lodhi, Pakistan's Ambassador to USA, 
made another attempt to raise the Kash- 
j mir issue. The Indian Minister for Com¬ 
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munity Affairs, Wajahat Habibullah, took 
exception to Pakistan's act. Lodhi's act 
earned her another rebuff from Robin 
Raphei, American Assistant Secretary of 
State. She rejected Pakistan's' contention 
that the SAARC cannot do much unless 
and until the Kashmir issue was solved. 
The symposium focused on the economic 
integration and the implicit benefits from 
economic liberalisation. 


USA 

Clinton’s business partners 
convicted 

P RESIDENT Clinton faced a major blow 
as three of his former business part¬ 
ners were convicted of fraud. Clinton was 
hoping that the judgement in the 
Whitewater property scandal would not 
come before the election day. 

All three defendants, James and Su¬ 
san McDougal and Jim Guy Tucker, gov¬ 
ernor of Arkansas, were convicted in the 
venture that has come to be known as 
Whitewater case. The McDouglas were 
partners of Clintons in the failed 
Whitewater project. The charges involves 
running a scheme to defraud government 
backed financial institutions of $ 3 mil¬ 
lion. The jury deliberated for eight days 
before convicting the three defendants, 
despite the President's videotaped testi¬ 
mony as the star witness for the defence. 
First Lady Hillary Clinton had also ap¬ 
peared in person before a federal grand 
jury concerning the scandal. The convic¬ 
tion of Clinton's ex-partners is likely to 
hurt President Clinton's re-election, sched¬ 
uled for November 20,1996. 


UK 

Major retaliates on beef ban 

TNFUR1ATED by the continued ban on 
ABritish beef due to the mad cow disease, 
Prime Minister John Major threatened re- 
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taliatory actions. Major made an an* 
nouncement to this effect in the House of 
Commons, which came in the wake of 
Britain's defeat on May 20, 1996 at the 
Conference of European Union Vrterinity 
which voted for a continued ban of the 
British beef. 

The ban is looked upon as a German* 
inspired plot to destroy toe Britain beef in¬ 
dustry. Despite persuasion, including the 
efforts of the Italian Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi, Britain stood by its stand. As part of 
its non-cooperation; on May 28, Britain 
blocked a dozen European Union measures. 


UNITED NATIONS 

Treaty to restrict use of land 

mines 

A CCORDING to estimates, about 
25,000 persons are killed or maimed 
by landmines explosions every year. Many 
of the victims are children, who lose their 
limbs and are crippled for life. For long, 
the world has seen the agony of victims 
and now finally the world is doing some¬ 
thing about it. 

Amid criticism from some of the 
members and international humanitarian 
organisations, the United Nations, on May 
3, 1996, adopted a new treaty to restrict 
the use of landmines. The main provisions 
of the treaty include banning of non-de- 
tectable anti-personnel mines in favour of 
self-destructing and self-deactivating 
mines. It demands that all mines contain 
at least eight gms of iron or equivalent to 
make them detectable. As regards re¬ 
motely delivered mines, the treaty requires 
their destruction within 30 days and sets 
120 days for their self-deactivating. The 
treaty will be extended to national as well 
as international conflicts. 

The existing large stockpiles of non- 
detectable mines by few countries has 
delayed the implementation of the treaty. 
India criticised the restrictive implications 
of foe treaty as also its legitimizing the 


use of 'smart' mines., 


HEALTH 

Smallpox eradicated 

D ELEGATES from 190 countries at the 
49th World Health Assembly unani¬ 
mously decided to destroy the existing 
stocks of smallpox (Variola) virus. The 
recent orders of WHO to two research cen¬ 
tres in Russia and US to destroy remain¬ 
ing stocks of smallpox virus are claimed 
as the final step to mark foe eradication of 
the deadly disease from the Earth. Less 
than 30 years ago, smallpox was endemic 
in 30 countries and used to claim 2 mil¬ 
lion lives every year. 

On May 8,1980 the WHO declared war 
for global eradication of smallpox and in 
March 1986 a WHO committee recom¬ 
mended foe elimination of foe remaining 
stocks. WHO will, however keep 500,000 
doses of the vaccine. 


SOUTH AFRICA 

New Constitution causes political 
split 

W ITH an overwhelming majority. 
South Africa's Constitutional As¬ 
sembly adopted a new Constitution on 
May 8,1996. While the Zulu Nationalist 
Inkatha Freedom Party had boycotted the 
Constitutional Assembly, theAfrikaner Na¬ 
tionalist Freedom Front abstained on rati¬ 
fication vote. 

The new post-apartheid constitution 
provides for equal rights and majority rule. 
Its Bill of Rights guarantees foe right to 
adequate housing, food, water, education 
and health care. It bans discrimination on 
foe basis of race, gender, sexual orienta¬ 
tion, age, pregnancy or marital status. The 
new Constitution replaces foe transitional 
Constitution that came into force after 
April, 1994 elections. It will take effect 
gradually over the next three years and 
will come into force fully with the next 


national elections in 1999. 

A deadlock prevailed between the 
ruling African National Congress and 
the National Party, which ran apartheid 
for over four decades. The deadlock on 
three clauses pertaining to education, 
property and lock-outs, threatened to 
jeopardize the two-year-old democratic 
process in South Africa. However, hec¬ 
tic negotiations led to a compromise be¬ 
tween foe two. 

Immediately after adoption of the 
new constitution, leader of the National 
Party F.W. deKlerk announced his deri¬ 
sion to withdraw from President Nelson 
Mandela's government of National Unity. 
While Mandela's African National Con¬ 
gress maintains majority in the 490-seat 
Parliament, it needed the support of the 
National Party to get the two-thirds ma¬ 
jority necessary to approve foe constitu¬ 
tion. As the new constitution envisages 
majority rule and provides no scope for a 
coalition, deKlerk announced his decision 
to head into opposition. To give Mandela 
time to appoint successors and ensure an 
orderly transition, he announced that 
withdrawal of National Party will come 
into effect from June 30,1996. 


UGANDA 

Museveni re-elected 

a j May 9, 1996, Ugandan President 
bweri Museveni, won the election 
for another five years. He received more 
than 50 per cent of foe eight million votes. 
The Opposition leader Paul Seemogerere, 
who secured about 24 per cent votes, al¬ 
leged widespread fraud in foe elections. 
Diplomats and international election ob¬ 
servations did report some minor irregu- .. 
iarities at thepoBs but they acknowledged 
that these were too small to change the J 
outcome. Yoweri Museveni has been Prea- . 
dent since winning a five-year bush war c 
in 1986. He has been credited with an ;e 
African economic success. 

is 
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WOMEC World Mining Environment 
Congress 

AWARDS 

National Film Awards 

Best feature film (Swama Kamal): 
Malayalam film Katliapuruslian directed by 
Adoor Gopalakrishnan. 

Best film in Hindi: Bandit Queen 
Best English language film: The Mak¬ 
ing of the Mahatma 

Nargis Dutt Award for National Inte¬ 
gration- Bombay directed by Mani Ratnam 
Film giving popular and wholesome 
entertainment: Dilwale Dulhantya Le 
Jaycngc directed by Aditya Chopra. 

Best non-feature film- Tararn, a docu¬ 
mentary film on mystic music directed by 
Rajat Kapoor 

Best film on environment: Rape in 
the Virgin rarest by Jwngdao Bodosa in 
Bodo. 

Indira Gandhi Award for best film of 
a director- Malaya Bhattacharya's Kahtm 
in Bengali 

Best children's film- Halo directed by 
Santosh Sivan 

Best Actress. Seema Biswas for her 
performance in Bandit Queen 

Best Actor: Rajit Kapoor for his per¬ 
formance in The Making of the Mahatma. 
Best Director Saeed Akhtar Mirza. 
Best supporting role. Mithun 
Chakraborty for his role of Ramakrishna 
raramhans in the lirst part of the film 
Swami Vwekananda, and Aranmula 
l Ponnamma for Kathapurushan 
i Special jury award: Shyam Benegal, 

director of The Making of the Mahatma 
f Best playback singers: S.P. 

£ Balasubramanyam and Anjali Marathe 
h Best costume design: DollyAhluwaha 

tl in Bandit Queen. 

fo Best Book: Marathi Cinema by Ganjit 
Narwekar. 
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V. Shantaram State Award 

V ETERAN actress Lalita Pawar has 
been selected for the V. Shantaram 
State Award for her lifetime contribution 
to Marathi films. The award carries a cash 
prize of Rs 1 lakh and a memento 

Honest Man of the Year Award 

F ORMER Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh has been selected by Sulabh In¬ 
ternational as the 'Honest Man of foe Year 
Award 1996'. The award consists of Rs 5 
lakhs, a gold plaque, a gold medal and a 
citation. 

DEFENCE 

Garhwal Rifles Complete 25 years 

T HE 12th battalion of the Garhwal Rifles 
celebrated its silver jubilee on June 1. 
The Battalion was raised on June 1,1971, 
at Kotwara, in Garhwal in Uttar Pradesh 
The Garhwal Rifles earned itself an enviable 
reputation due to its feats and achievements 
during foe times of war and peace. 

Within a couple of months of its in¬ 
ception, foe battalion was moved to foe 
Eastern Theatre and deployed for the de¬ 
fence of airfields and radar installations 
at Bagdogra, Hashimara and Cooch Bihar 
in West Bengal 

After foe liberation of Bangladesh, foe 
battalion was moved to Malaut in Punjab, 
where it stayed upto July 1973 

Navy's first sub passes into history 

E DIAN Navy's first submarine, INS 
i Ivan, and the first indigenously built 
frigate, INSNilgin, passed into history and 
were decommissioned at Visakhapatnam 
and Bombay dockyards, respectively, on 
June 1, 19%. 

During its service of 28 years, Kalvan, 
commissioned in Riga on December 8, 
1967, accomplished many arduous tasks 
and trained young submariners. 

Nilgtn was the Erst Indian-built ma¬ 


jor warship which could carry a helicop¬ 
ter and missiles and was commissioned 
on June 3, 1972. India took an epoch- 
making leap forward in foe sophisticated 
art of modem warship production when 
Nilgiri, foe first of the six leander class 
frigates, was built by Mazagon Dock Ltd, 
Bombay. 

Subsequent construction of Godaoan 
and Khukri class frigates in foe 1980s and the 
on-going Delhi and Brahmaputra class 
projects represent the technological advance¬ 
ment that India had made m the field of 
warship construction 

EXPEDITION 

Everest Filming Expedition 

J AMLING Norgay, grand son of the first 
Everest summiteer, Tenzing Norgay, 
scaled the world's highest peak, along 
with a film crew, on May 24, 1996. 
Thirty-one year old Jamling's was part 
of a seven-member Everest Imax film¬ 
ing expedition. 

David Finlay Breashears, a 41-year 
old film maker and Edmund Karl 
Viesturs (37), from Seattle, both scaling 
the peak for the third time, were part of 
the Imax team. 

Other members were film maker Hans 
Robert Schauer (43) of Austria and 26-year 
old Aracet Segarra Roca from Spain. 

First SA team atop Mt Everest 

T HE South African flag was planted 
atop Mount Everest for the first time 
ever on May 26, 1996, when two 
Johannesburg climbers reached the sum¬ 
mit of the world's highest mountain. 

Two members of foe team, leader Ian 
Wbodall and Cathy O'Dowd, climbed foe 
peak. Veteran Sherpa guide, Ang Rita, 48, 
of Nepal climbed the peak, along with 
them. All of them climbed without using 
oxygen cylinders. 
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ftagedy on Everest choosing from the available models and another bride for her husband. When the 

Q N the night of May 10,19% the great colours, making the payment via a credit freedom struggle began, she met Gandhiji 

mountain, Mt Everest, (height8,848 m) card and have the keys drop through a slot, in Sevagram Ashram and decided to live 

once again showed its hunger for human Such multimedia kiosks can be placed a life of austerity. Her later meeting with 

life. A sudden storm claimed lives of more literally anywhere to allow customers to Vinoba Bhave made her determined to 

than eight climbers, including two of the purchase merchandise on-line. The kiosks devote her life in helping the poor, 

world's highly respected mountaineers: can take the shape of a Website, hawking She became a freedom fighter and 

Scott Fisher of USA and Rob Hall of New anything from CDs to TVs. participated in the non-cooperation move- 

Zealand. Three members of the Indo-Ti- ment and was imprisoned for 16 months, 

bet Border Police expedition also died. The PERSONS After independence, she returned to her 

Indian climbers were T. Palior, T. Samamla Gowda, Haradanahalli Dodde Deve native village and continuing Gandhiji's 

and Dorje Mump. OWORN in as India's 12th Prime Minis- philosophy, she donated her huge prop- 

All together, more than 150 climbers kJter, H.D. Deve Gowda was bom into erty to the Andhra Pradesh Khadi and 

in 13 expeditions had gathered at Base an agriculturist family at Haradanahalli Village Industries Board. Her former house 

camps at the foot of Everest before the in Hasan district in Karnataka. He has a is today a khadi production centre, 

storm hit. They carried oxygen in state-of- diploma in civil engineering and worked Tulsamma continues to spread Gandhiji's 

the-art titanium bottles, wore six layers of as a contractor before entering politics. He message through her simple way of li ving 

space-age thermal clothing designed to made it to the Legislative Assembly in and spinning her modern charkha 

protect at temperatures lower than -30°C, 1%2. Five more terms in the Assembly 

hand-held radios, satellite phones and made him into a seasoned politician. Ini- Vajpayee, Atal Behari 

computers. The adventurers could even tially with the Congress, he went over to 1 i ‘HE country's 11th Prime Minister who 

call home and send E-mail from the sum- j Congress (0) when the party split verti- JL stayed in office for only 12 days, 
mit. However, despite all the technology | cally. As an Opposition leader, he went to Vajpayee is known for his liberal views 

and hi-tech the mountain proved to be i jail during the Emergency. Bom in Gwalior in 1924, he became a so- 

more powerful. ! Gowda has proved to be a good ad- cial worker in 1948, Arrested in 1942 dur- 

Amid death and chaos, there were j ministrator and being a "mannina maga" ing the freedom struggle, he continued as 

miracles too: Beck Weathers of USA sur- | (son of the soil), he is known for his pro- an RSS worker after his release The 72- 

vived a night at the base of Mt Everest, so j farmer policies. year old bachelor is one of the few politi- 

did Makalu Gau of Taiwan. ! cal leaders who is not under dark clouds 


However, both were unable to descent 
through a treacherous ice fall, due to se¬ 
vere frostbite. In a daring mission, Lt Col 
K.C. Madan of Nepal Air Force rescued 
the two mountaineers in one of the high¬ 
est helicopter rescues ever, from a height 
of 6,100 m. 

CYBER SPACE 
Cyber commerce is here 

T HE hottest trend in information tech¬ 
nology today-—cyber commerce—is 
the ultimate dream of marketing profes¬ 
sionals. It offers shops that never close, 
allows suppliers and customers to inter¬ 
act without any middle-men, lowers 
overheads and provides gratification on 
demand. 

Because it can handle a variety of data 
including video, text and audio, foe Uni¬ 
versal Server has emerged a key factor in 
targeting cyber commerce. In an applica¬ 
tion powered by it, it's possible to rent a 
car directly-from a multimedia 'vending 
machine' at an airport or a railway station, 


Sangma,PumoA. 

S PEAKER of the Ufo Lok Sabha, P.A. 

Sangma is a Christian tribal from foe 
Garo hills of Meghalaya. He rose from a 
secretary of the Meghalaya Pradesh Youth 
Congress to become the consensus candi¬ 
date for foe post of Speaker, in-a little over 
20 years. Sangma, 48, was a lecturer, law¬ 
yer and journalist before joining politics. 
He first came to Parliament in 1977 and 
has been elected for the fifth time. 

He is foe first tribal and foe youngest 
to be elevated to become the Speaker. He 
has held several posts, including Labour 
Minister and Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing Minister. 

Tulsamma 

A w ealfoy landowner who gave up her 
riches to use her life to help foe poor, 
Tulsamma, 85, lives as a legend in 
PedaraVur in Guntur district of Andhra 
Pradesh. Bom in 1911, Tulsamma was 
married to a landowner but when she 
failed to bear any children, she found 


tarnishing his image. 

RESEARCH 

New way to rejuvenate rivers 

S CIENTISTS in Ahmedabad have 
evolved a novel strategy to rejuvenate 
rivers and other surface water bodies 
which have seen drop in water levels in 
the recent past. 

Heavy water withdrawal due to rapid 
growth in population and industrial ac¬ 
tivity and highly seasonal rainfall have 
driven the ground water table in the coun¬ 
try to an all time low, warranting immedi¬ 
ate steps to reverse the trend. 

Two hydrologists from the Physical 
Research Laboratory (TRL). and a non¬ 
governmental water resources research 
foundation, both in Ahmedabad, have 
mooted a new concept. Hie key element 
of this new water management system, 
called Akshayadhara, is the manipulation 
of existing or newly-created shallow aqui¬ 
fers to facilitate transmission of domestic 
wastewater, wasted otherwise, to surface 
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' water bodies through ground water flow, 
maintaining their pristine water quality 
perennially. 

The scientists contend that waste- 
water emanating from household, after 
proper purification, can be diverted to 
specially created percolation wells dug 
near surface water bodies. The water col¬ 
lected in the percolation well, which is a 
modified form of commonly used soak pit, 
filters down to the nearby water body and 
in the process eliminates remaining un¬ 
wanted objects present in the water. 

The water management system is 
cost-effective as all cities and townships 
in the country have a fairly good sewage 
system that can be readily made use of. 

Purple bananas 

URPLE bananas, blue apples and 
yellow tomatoes may soon become 
quite common. This has become possible 
with the discovery of genes that control 
the smell, taste and colour of the fruits. 

Different coloured skins could be used 
to show buyers that fruit had been geneti¬ 
cally engineered to contain extra vitamins, 
medicines or nutrients. 

Research at Nottingham University, 
where Dr Don Grierson, professor of plant 
physiology, and his team have identified 
25 genes that control different aspects of 
fruit ripening, including colour and tex¬ 
ture, has opened new possibilities in fruit 
farming that range from medicine to eco¬ 
nomics. limiting the gene's ability to make 
the hormones could help overcome the prob¬ 
lem that rots half the world's produced food 
bofote it reaches the market. 

The research team spent 13 years 
studying how fruit can be used to fight 
diseases. The modified fruit could be par¬ 
ticularly important for those with a limited 
diet, because die high vitamin content of one 
kind pf fruit could be transferred to another. 

The genetic enhancement could also 
mean less fertilizer might be needed and 
certain crops could grow faster. 

SPACE 

Cola wars in space 

OLA wars entered the Space Age as 
Russian cosmonauts filmed a commer¬ 
cial with a giant can of Pepsi and US as¬ 


tronauts aboard the shuttle Endeavour 
tested a Coca-Cola dispenser. 

While Russian cosmonauts posed 
outside the Mir space station with a 4-foot 
tall, 2-foot diameter replica of a new-style 
Pepsi can, astronauts aboard shuttle 
Endeavour struggled with a Coca-Cola 
dispenser, which lacked fizz. 

Pepsi Co Inc paid a seven-figure sum 
to have Russian cosmonauts film the com¬ 
mercial, during a five-hour, 20-minute 
spacewalk on May 17, 1996. 

The shuttle astronauts, meanwhile, 
battled with a Coca-Cola dispenser on that 
sputtered, leaked and failed to fill their 
zero-gravity drinking bags. 

The experience was flat for both space 
crews. The Russians had no Pepsi to drink, 
only the giant replica and two empty cans, 
while the shuttle crew was left with only 
non-carbonated beverages. 

Optical satellites being developed 

FTER fibre optical cables that 
revolutionised terrestrial communi¬ 
cation, it is now die turn of satellites to go 
optical. Now Japan plans to put the 
world's first experimental optical commu¬ 
nications satellite in orbit. 

Compared to their traditional coun¬ 
terparts that use radio waves, optical sat¬ 
ellites receive and transmit signals at 
ultra-high speed. 

Optical satellites that employ laser 
beams will have much smaller space-borne 
pay bads and will give better quality sig¬ 
nals as they interfere little with other com¬ 
munication signals. 

The National Space Agency of Japan 
(NASA) has joined forces with the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency (ESA) in testing its 
Optical Inter-Orbit Communications En¬ 
gineering Satellite (OICETS). 

Endeavour returns after 10-day mission 

E NDEAVOUR completed a 10-day sci¬ 
entific mission that released an inflated 
giant antenna and grew pure crystals in 
space. Scientists were pleased with 
Endeavour's accomplishments, terming 
the mission a complete success. 

Aday after launch. Endeavour's crew 
released a satellite that carried a giant 
inflatable foil antenna. The antenna, which 


was folded into a box the size of a kitchen 
table, was blown up to the size of a tennis 
court, once free of Endeavour. 

The US Space Agency NASA is inter¬ 
ested in inflatable antennas, sun shades 
and other space structures because they 
would be lighter, more reliable and less 
expensive to launch than mechanical craft. 

MISCELLANY 
Indian cities face explosion 

F OUR Indian cities—Delhi, Bombay, 
Bangalore and Hyderabad—will be 
among the megacities that will mushroom 
in an unprecedented urban explosion in 
the developing world, the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFP) has predicted. 

Within 10 years, more than half the 
people in the world will live in cities and 
nearly all the urban population increase 
will be in developing countries. 

The urban future carries with it many 
risks, such as the possibility of collapse of 
basic sendees, intolerable environmental 
degradation and escalating social conflict. 

The growth rate of "megacities" is 
changing. While megacities in the devel¬ 
oped world grew, on an average, by less 
than one per cent, those in the developing 
world, including Bombay, Karachi, Lagos 
and Dhaka grew by 3.7 to 7-6 per cent. 

Developing countries will account for 
nearly 93 per cent of a 2.06 billion increase 
in the global urban population from 1970 
to 2020. Much of this growth will be in the 
world’s poorest countries, and many of 
the new urban dwellers, particularly 
women and children, will be among the 
poorest people in the world. 

Compared to 1950 when there were 
83 cities with populations of more than a 
million, today there are more than 280 
and the number is expected to double by 
2015. 

Recent developments point to increased 
risks in urban areas: from pollution and other 
environmental factors, emergence of new 
diseases and quicker spread of old ones, 
reappearance of more virulent or drug-resis¬ 
tant strains of pathogens, and lower invest¬ 
ment in public health sector. Acute 
respiratory infections, tuberculosis and other 
airtame infections are a major source of 
death and illness in urban areas. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

National Gaines Mascot 
rHE official mascot for the 4th National 
Games, to be held in Bangalore and 
Mysore, is Nandu, derived from the celes¬ 
tial bull, Nandi. It was unveiled in Banga¬ 
lore marking formal start of preparation 
for the sporting event. 

BADMINTON 

Uber Cup 

INDONESIA retained the Uber Cup 
women's world team badminton cham¬ 
pionship title, beating China 3-1. Indo¬ 
nesia took the Cup for a record sixth time 
and it was their second straight win over 
China. 

Thomas Cup 

WORLD champion Heryanto Arbi of In¬ 
donesia beat Denmark's Thomas Stuer- 
l^uridsen to give his country a 3-0 lead in 
the final of the Thomas Cup men's team 
badminton championship played at Hong 
Kong. 

CRICKET 

Record eleven catches behind the wickets 
WAYNE James, captain and wicket keeper 
of Matabeleland in Zimbabwe, held 11 
catches in a match and did two 
stumpings to break the world record for 
dismissals behind the stumps in a first 
class match. 

The old record of 12 dismissals was 
set by Ted Pooley who had 8 catches and 
4 stumpings to his credit. 

India-England One-day series 
ENGLAND beat India 2:0 in the three- 
match Texaco Trophy one-day series played 
ih England. The first one-dayer was aban¬ 
doned due to rain while the second was 
won by England by six wickets. 


FOOTBALL 
McDowell Cup 

MOHUN Bagan beat East Bengal 2-0 to 
win the McDowell Football Cup played 
at Calcutta. 

UEFA Cup 

BAYERN Munich won the UEFA Cup by 
beating Borodeaux 3-1 to take their first 
international title in 20 years. The match j 
was played in Borodeaux. j 

European Cup I 

JUVENTUS won the European Soccer Cup 
when they beat holders Ajax Amsterdam 
4-2 in a penalty' shootout in Rome. 

Mascot for 1998 World Cup 
FRANCE has selected a rooster dressed in 
! blue as its mascot for the 1998 Soccer World 
Cup. The unnamed animal was chosen 
from 6 designs that were submitted. 

HOCKEY 

1 Sul tan Azlan Shah Cup 
ASIAN champions South Korea beat Aus¬ 
tralia 4-2 in the final of the six-nation 7th 
Sultan Azlan Shah Cup hockey tourna¬ 
ment played at Ipoh in Malaysia. It was 
Korea's first Cup triumph after a fifth place 
in 1987 and sixth in 1991. 

MOTOR SPORTS 
FIA Formula Asia International 
INDIA'S Narain Karthikey an has been ad¬ 
judged the best Asian driver in the 1996 
FIA Formula Asia International motor rac¬ 
ing series, third and fourth rounds, held 
at Shah Alam in Malaysia. 

SNOOKER 

World Snooker Championship 
STEPHEN Hendry won his sixth world 
championship with an 18-12 victory over 
Peter Ebdon. It was his fifth title in a row. 


He has now equalled the record of 6 world 
crowns by Ray Reardon arid Steve Davis 

TENNIS 
Italian Open 

SPAIN'S Conchita Martinez won her 
fourth straight title by beating Martina 
Hingis 6-2,6-3 in the final of the clay court 
tournament. 

Graf sets a record 

STEFFI Graf set a record of 332 week: as 
women's world no. 1 in the latest rankings 
released by WTA Tour. She first grabbed 
the no. 1 spot on August 17,1987, ending 
Navratilova's reign. Only six women have 
captured the top spot since computer 
rankings began in 1975—Graf, Monica' 
Seles, Navratilova, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicarfo, Chris Evert and Tracy Austin. 

In the men's tour, Jimmy Connors was 
ranked No. 1 for 268 weeks, John McEnroe 
for 170 and Pete Sampras for 121 weeks 

World Team Cup 

OLYMPIC champion Marc Rosset steered 
Switzerland to their first World Team Cup 
title with a 2-1 victory over the Czech 
Republic. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

World Women's Weightlifting Championship 
CRPF inspector N. Kunjarani Devi and 
Sanamaeha Chanu of Manipur bagged 6 
medals including 5 silvers for India in the 
10th World Women's Weightlifting cham¬ 
pionship held in Warsaw. 

India's defending champion Kamam 
Malleswari failed to retain her title and 
finished third. She could get only three 
bronze medals. Jeevan Jyothi finished 
eighth in the 64-kg category. The Indian 
weightlifters could only collect 126 points 
compared to 232 they had collected in the 
i last championship. 
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Question Box 


Q. I would like to do a course in 
export management. Please guide me. 

—Munish Kumar, Samalkha (Haryana) 
A. You can do any of the courses 
offered by Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade, New Delhi. Apart from full time 
courses, there are also workshops of short 
duration. Certain other institutes offer 
export courses by correspondence. You 
can select from among those available. 

Q. 1 would like to do a course in 
catering after my schooling. Please let 
me know how should 1 apply for it. 

—Radhika Rane, Mumbai 
A. You should apply for a Bachelor 
of Hotel Management and catering 
course when you are in 12th. For ad¬ 
dresses of institutes, look at our 'Admis¬ 
sions Alert' column. Most institutes have 
entrance examinations, so you should 
prepare for these. Mostly Maths, English 
and reasoning is asked. You will find Com¬ 
petition Master very useful for this, as also 
the books published by Khanna Brothers. 

Q. Which are the good colleges of¬ 
fering the BBS Course? 

—Pankai Kumar, jaipur 
A. It depends on your definition of a 
'good' college. You can go by suitability, 
reputation or how close they are to where 
you stay. Look out for ads in the newspa¬ 
pers and you can compile your own list. 
Some colleges are also featured in our 'Ad¬ 
missions Alert' column. 

Q. We know that meteors bum due 
to air friction when they enter the earth's 
atmosphere. Why don't parachutes bum 
out too? 

—Vikrant Gupta, Nahan (HP) 
A. The speed of the meteors, which 
have been travelling in space for a very 


long time, is so great that air particles strike 
with it and generate heat. In the case of a 
parachute, the speed is not that great since 
the fall begins within the earth's atmo¬ 
sphere. Heat generated by friction is there¬ 
fore not so huge that a fire can result. 

Q. I could not appear in an entrance 
test as its dates were clashing with the 
test of another institute, How can 1 get 
my money back? 

—Saurabh Bhatnagar, Panchkula (Haryana) 

A. You can write to the institute and 
hope for the best. There is nothing much 
you can do if they do not respond. 

Q. Explain the achievements of 
the Indian Space Programme. 

—Biman Banerjee, Sadepur (W.B.) 

A. Refer to our Cover Story in the 
Competition Master of December 1995 is¬ 
sue. You will find a detailed answer to 
your question. 

Q. 1 would like to do a course from 
National School of Banking. Please tell 
me how I can join it. 

—Archana Agarwal, lakhimpur Kheri (UP) 

A. Please write to: National School of 
Banking, Indian Education Society Cam¬ 
pus, Ash Lane, Babrekar Marg, Off Gokhale 
Road (North), Bombay - 400 028. 

Q. Please let me know about some 
institutes for fashion designing as I am 
very interested in doing a course. 

■—Rina Samuel, Chittaranjan (W.B.) 

A. Please refer to our 'Admissions 
Alert' column for details about some fash¬ 
ion designing institutes. You can also look 
for one near your home by scanning local 
newspapers. 

Q. What is Internet? How does it 


work? 

— S.K. Sharma, Vaishali (Bihar) 
A. Internet is an international network 
of computers. For details, see the cover 
story in Competition Master of September 
1995 issue. 

Q. A few weeks ago I got my eyes 
checked up and my number was -0.75. 
Can I improve my eye-sight and remove 
my spectacles? 

—B.S. Jodha, Jalandhar Cantt 
A. Eyesight can be improved by cer¬ 
tain exercises, but you should wear spec¬ 
tacles so that it does not deteriorate further. 
Consult a doctor who will be able to guide 
you about these exercises. 

Q. When transparent plastic tape is 
pulled off a roll, it often jumps over and 
| sticks where it isn't wanted. Why? 

—Anita Singh, Vishakhapatnam (AP) 
A. The tape collects static electricity 
which makes it move where it is not 
wanted. We can advise you to be more 
careful while using it. 

Q. 1 am employed in the Navy and 
would like to do MBA by correspon¬ 
dence. Which institute would be best 
for me? 

—Jignesh Rami, Cochin (Kerala) 
A. You can do a course from 1GNOU 
or refer to institutes offering distance learn¬ 
ing programmes. Some of them are men¬ 
tioned in our 'Admissions Alert' column. 
You r :an also look for institutes in local 
newspapers and select which you find 
suitable. 

Q. Is consumption of petrol in a 
vehicle proportional to the speed of the 
vehicle? 

—S. Bose, Cuttack (Orissa) 
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A. Consumption of petrol in a vehicle 
is more when the vehicle starts and gains 
speed. In most vehicles, the maximum ef¬ 
ficiency is between 40-50 kmph and after 
that, the consumption begins to increase 
again. Manufacturers give the speed at 
which the vehicle would consume mini¬ 
mum petrol. Consumption of petrol also 
depends on how you drive—brakes should 
be applied minimum to attain a good effi¬ 
ciency figure. 

Q. Can one do CA or CS on a part 
time basis? 

— K. Srinivasulu, Sullurpcta (AP) 

A. As these courses can be done by 
correspondence, they can be done on part 
time basis. 

Q. What will the temperature read on 
a clinical thermometer if the outside tem¬ 
perature is 47°C? 

—Pratap Chandra Padhi, Berhampur 
(Orissa) 

A. The temperature shown will be 
that of the body. Outside termperature 
will not affect body temperature. 

Q. How is net run rate calculated 
in cricket matches? 

— B. Esrnr Kumar, Tirupati (AP) 

A. The runs scored by a team is di¬ 
vided by number of overs to arrive at runs 
per over scored. The runs given by the team 
during bowling is also calculated on per 
over basis. The net run rate is arrived by 
subtracting runs per over given from runs 
per over scored. 

Q. Who is a medical representative? 
—Pradipta Mallick, Jagatsinghpur (Orissa) 

A. A person who represents medical 
companies in different cities is called a 
medical representative. 

Q. On what economic indicators are 
the different countries ranked? 

—N. Ramana, Sriharikota (AP) 

A. There are different ways on which 
countries can be ranked economically. One 
way could be per capita income, which 
shows how well-off people in different 
countries are. 


Q. What is FCRA? 

—Satyaban Gahir, Balangir (Orissa) 
A. Foreign Contribution Regulation 
Act. It applies to voluntary organisations 
which receive foreign funding. 

Q. How can 1 become a journalist? 

—A.K. Dutta, Port Blair (Andaman) 
A. Do a course in journalism or mass 
communication and look for a job in some 
newspaper or magazine.' 


Q. What is the approximate percent¬ 
age in written exam of MBA to dear the 
test? 

—K. Dangi, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 
A. The score varies from year to year. 

It would depend on the number of appli¬ 
cants, their performance and the number 
of seats at the institute. As such, there is no 
fixed percentage of the written exam of 
MBA to clear the test. * 


Q. What is the difference between 
common salt and iodised salt? 

—Kishore Kumar Nayak, Keonjhar (Orissa) 
A. Common salt is that which is ob¬ 
tained from the sea. When it is processed 
and iodine added to it, it is called iodised 
salt. One should consume iodised salt to 
prevent diseases arising from iodine defi¬ 
ciency. 

Q. I want to do modelling. How 
should I go about it? 

—Jyott Malik, Chandmandir (Haryana) 
A. Get a portfolio made from a pro¬ 
fessional photographer and send it to 
model co-ordinating agencies. Alternately, 
you could enter beauty contests and hope 
to be spotted by modelling agents.' 

Q. What is Sensex? How is it calcu¬ 
lated? 

—Anil Kumar Singh, Varanasi (UP) 
A. Please refer to Competition Master 
April '96 issue for an answer to your ques¬ 
tion. 

Q. What is the difference between 
night and 'nite'? 

—Prosenjit Dutta, Kandi (VJB) 
A. Nile is the way organisers of 
events write for 'night'. There is no dif¬ 
ference though there is no such word as 
'nite'. 

Q. What is the difference between 
summer and winter times between In¬ 
dia and Britain? 

—Manoj Singh, New Delhi 
A The time difference between India 
and Britain is five and a half hours. There 
are no summer or winter times. 


Q. Who is the editor of The Hindu ? 

—Purnima Mishra, Ganjam (Orissa) 

A. N. Ram. 

Q. I want to take philosophy as one 
of my optional subjects in Civil Ser¬ 
vices. What are its projects? 

—Gyati Alla, Itanagar (Arunaclwl Pradesh) 
l A. If you have an interest in it and 
| think you can score well, it certainly has 
good prospects. 

Q. On a radio in an AM band we 
hear interfering noises but not in FM. 
Why? 

—S. Ruban Samuel Vincent, Madras. 

A. The AM frequency has relatively 
low frequency (550-1600 kHz). When a 
I radio is tuned to it, it can pick up low fre¬ 
quency waves in the area which we hear 
as interference. The FM is very high fre¬ 
quency (85-110 MHz). There are no high 
frequency waves in an area, hence there is 
no interference. 

Q. What is SAARC? What are its 
objectives? 

—Benika Kajla, Hoshiarpur (Punfab) 

A. The South Asian Association for 
Regional Co-operation (SAARC) was 
started in 1985 to encourage co-opera¬ 
tion among member nations consist¬ 
ing of South Asian region. For detailed 
information regarding its summits, 
please see Current Affairs and 
Backgrounders published by Khanna 
Brothers, Chandigarh. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. To which UN Commissions has In- j 
dm been elected? I 

Ans. India has been elected to four UN j 
boards conducted by the Economic and j 
Social Council (ECOSOC)—the Statistics j 
Commission, Commission on Social Devel¬ 
opment, Commission of Sustainable Devel¬ 
opment and the International Narcotics 
Control Board. | 

Q. Who has been appointed as ; 
UNICEF's national ambassador tor chil- j 
dren? 

Ans. Former Indian cricket captain 
Ravi Shastfi. 

Q. When were the Olympic games first 
televised? ! 

Ans. The Olympic games were first j 
televised in 1936 but only to German view- j 
crs. The Games were first to be televised to j 
the US in 1960 and full live coverage began j 
only in 1964 at Tokyo. 

Q. Where did the idea of lighting an 
Olympic flame come from? 

Ans. The idea of lighting an Olympic 
flame for the duration of the Games de¬ 
rives from the ancient Greeks who used a 
flame lit by the sun's rays at Olympia. The 
concept was revived in 1936 by the Berlin 
Organising Committee. 

Q. Which is World No-Tobacco day? 

Ans. May 31, 1996. 

Q. Where was the'Made in India'show j 
held recently? 

Ans. A 'Made in India' show was held 
in Tokyo recently showing capabilities of 
Indian industry in traditional and non-tra- 
ditional sectors. It was organised by Japan 
External Trade Organisation (JETRO) and 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CU)from 
May 21 to 29,1996. 

Q. Who is the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha? 

Ans. Pumo A. Sangma is the first 
tribal to be elevated to the post of Speaker 
of the Lok Sabha. He is also the first Speaker 
from the north-east. He was also the first j 
tribal to attain the rank of a Cabinet minis- I 
ter when he became Minister for lnforma- j 
tion ahd Broadcasting in the Rao i 


government. 

Q. Shareholders of which company 
have been able to trade their shares de¬ 
spite the fact that it was not listed on the' 
stock exchange? 

Ans. Shareholders of Induslnd Enter¬ 
prises and Finance Ltd, one of the main 
promoters of Induslnd Bank, can trade 
their shares though the company is not 
listed on the stock exchange. Multi Core 
Investments, a private company, will pro¬ 
vide buy and sell quotes through which 
the 37,000 shareholders of foe comapny can 
sell their shares before it goes public. 

Q. How many women have been 
elected to foe Parliament? 

Ans. Qf the 491 women standing lor 
elections, 36 have been successful. 

Q. Which company is making the Glo¬ 
bal Positioning System (GPS) satellite? 

Ans. Rockwell International Corpo¬ 
ration. It will make 33 of these next gen¬ 
eration spacecraft under contract with the 
US Air Force and Missiles Centre in Los 
Angeles. The GPS satellite provides three 
dimensional navigation data for military 
and civil applications. 

Q. Who is the world's lightest father? 

Ans. Laloo Prasad Kushwaha weighs 
13 kg and has a height of 36 inches. His 
wife is also 36 inches. She recently deliv¬ 
ered a male child in Allahabad, making 
Laloo Prasad foe world's lightest father. 

Q. What is WOMEC? 

Ans. The Union Coal Ministry has 
accepted the recommendations for best 
practices in environmental manage¬ 
ment in mining, passed at the first 
World Mining Environment Congress 
(WOMEC) held in New Delhi in De¬ 
cember, 1995. 

Q. For what was Qana in Lebanon in 
the news recently? 

Ans. It is foe name of foe UN shelter 
which was bombed accidentally by Israel. 
More than 100 refugees were killed. 

Q. Which Indian has been awarded 
the Goldman environmental prize? 

Ans. Environmental lawyer M.C. 


Mehta. 

Q. Who has been selected for th< 
Indira Gandhi gold plaque by the Asiatic 
Society. 

Ans. Myanmar democracy leadej 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Q. What is foe name of Yeltsin's chal 
lenger in Russia's presidential elections tc 
be held on June 16? 

Ans. Communist leader Gennad 
Zyuganov. 

Q. Who has written the book "Edwin* 
and Nehru"? 

Ans. Catherine Clement. 

Q. What is the name oi the comet re 
cently discovered by a Japanese astrono 
mer? 

i Ans. Comet Hykutake. 

Q. What is foe name of the mission bj 
US scientists which will send two un 
manned spacecraft to Pluto? 

Ans. "Pluto Express". 

Q. Who has been named foe world': 
most powerful woman by The Times, Lon 
don. 

Ans. Benazir Bhutto. She beats Queei 
Elizabeth and Margaret Thatcher to get the 
title this year. 

Q. Who was foe man of foe series ii 
the Wills World Cup? 

Ans. Sanath Jayasuriya. 

Q. Why was the name of Jessie. 
Dubroff in foe news recently? 

Ans. She was the seven-year old gir 
who lost her life while trying to becomi 
the World's Youngest Pilot to fly across the 
US on April 11,1996. 

Q. Who is foe first Indian to play ii 
foe English Vfomen's Cricket League? 

Ans. Former skipper of the Indiai 
Women's Cricket Team Pumima Rau. 

Q. Which Indian newspaper has dec 
up with England's Daily Mirror for edito 
rial and technical collaborator? 

Ans. Blitz, the Karanjia ownei 
Mumbai tabloid. 
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MANAGEMENT 

The Management Interview 


Represent another interview based on questions actually asked during 
MBA entrance by reputed institutes this year. Wcalso giivan analysis of the 
answers of the candidate. There are of course no right or wrong answers. 
What is important is that you appear confident and can defend your views, 
apart from giving the impression that you are aware of what is asked. This 
will only come from extra reading and it is important to start reading about 
current affairs and current general knowledge much before the actual inter¬ 
view Many students start the preparation when the intervieiv call is re¬ 
ceived, which does not give enough time to generate confidence. 

It is also good to remember what the management institute is looking j 
for. It is looking for clarity and maturity of thought, as also your ability to > 
work under stress One should not be frimlous. Get to knmr about the j 
institute before you go, as also facts about your home State and city. If you 1 
do not knmr an answer, do not bluff. For additional hints see Competition j 
Master issue of March '96. 

Candidate: Good afternoon, sirs. 

Member 1: Good afternoon. Please sit down. 

i 

C: Drank you sir. j 

Ml: You seem nervous. Would you like to have a drink 7 , 
C: No thank you sir. I'll be comfortable. • 

Ml: Tell us something about yourself. 

C: Yes, sir. My name is Varun. I have done my B.Com and I am | 
waiting tor the results of the final year. My schooling was in Shimla. j 
My father is in the IAS and I have an elder sister who is a doctor. | 
Ml: Your second year marks are less than first yean Will they go j 
down further in tire final year? j 

M2- Didn't you want to try for IAS? Since vour father is a bureau- ! 
crat, you could have followed in his footsteps. j 

C U>t me answer one question at a time. I will take up the second i 
question first. 1 am not interested in IAS, sir I was always interested j 
in a career in management That is why I did my B.Coni and fortu- | 
nately 1 could get good marks. My father has never pressed us to do 
IAS but has given us the freedom to choose our career. My sister 
became a doctor because she wanted to be one. Regarding my marks, 
during the second year 1 had to truss classes because I was unwell for 
a' while. However, this year I have put in a lot of effort and 1 am 
confident of covering up. 

M3: Wiry are you not interested in IAS? 

C: I did not want to be a bureaucrat where you have the author¬ 
ity no doubt, but you are still stuck in a groove. I feel that a career in 
management will offer higher growth which depends on individual 
performance. I do not want a comfortable job but one in which I can 
prove myself. 

Ml: Why only MBA? After B.Com you can become a Chartered 
Accountant and prove yourself. 

C: I fed that Chartered Accountant is limited to finance and 
accounts. I would like to do something more than that. My back¬ 
ground of B.Com has given me an understanding of accounts but I 


would not like to make it into a career. Management, I feel, is more 
exciting and one can do much more compared to C A which is limited 
to one area. 

M3: What do you understand by management? 

C: There are many definitions, sir. But the simplest one is that it 
is the art of getting work done from other people. 

M3- What do you think are the qualities that a manager should 
possess? 

C: I think that a manager should have planning and organising 
skills. He should be hard working and honest. Above all, he should 
have leadership qualities too since he has to manage people and •cad 
by example. 

M2: Where did you leam all this? 

C: I have not leamt this, sir. Some of it I have studied in B Com 
and then I have just gathered my thoughts. 1 have also read about the 
examples of successful managers who are featured in business maga¬ 
zines and formed my opinion. 

M3: Which of these qualities do you have? 

C: I have good organising capabilities. I used to organise many 
events in school and college. I am also good at planning and since my 
friends used to like working with me, 1 can say that I have leadership 
qualities too. 

M2: So you have all the qualities of being a good manager. Tell 
us, what will you do if we do not take you? 

C: 1 am quite confident that you will take me, sir. But to cover my 
risks I have applied to a few other institutes too and fortunately have 
got interview calls from them. As I am keen to do MBA, I am sure to 
get admission in one at least 

M3: Why, were you not confident that you will get through here? 

C. 1 am confident, sir. But 1 applied to other institutes just to cover 
my risks. I did not want to waste an year just in case I missed one 
institute. 

Ml: What are the problems that India faces? 

C: India is a large country and has many problems. At present 
the main problem faced by the country is that of instability. The elec¬ 
tions gave no majority to any single party so each party is looking for 
coalitions. We have seen coalition governments in the past and they 
never seem to work. Secondly, there is the problem about the economy 
The previous government kept inflation down by artificial methods 
which is bound to increase now. Debt lias also reached huge propor¬ 
tions which has to be brought down. 

M3: Don't you think tire country has social problems? 

C: Yes, sir. In fact, there are many social problems we face. There 
is the problem of dowry, which leads to torture and harassment and 
even to bride-buming. There is also tire problem of female infanticide 
as people want to have male children only This is going to skew the 
sex ratio in the country. Illiteracy, poverty and population growth are 
some of the other problems. 

M2: Can these problems be removed’ through stability and eco- 
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nomic methods? j 

C: They may not be removed totally, but a stable government j 
will certainly have the tune to address these issues An unstable gov- j 
emment will be more concerned about its own survival. There is also j 
a very real danger tha t an unstable government may take the country 1 
backwards, as V.I* Singh had done during his time. He had played the j 
caste card merely to survive, with disastrous consequences. Second ly j 
economic growth can certainly solve our problems ot poverty and . 
unemployment. People will have more opportunities and can increase 
their incomes In fact, poverty has already come down sini e the coun- ' 
try took up the economic reforms programme, as was claimed by the , 
previous government. If that is true, certainly our problems can be i 
solved to a great extent by economic growth. 1 

M3- But don't you think that economic growth brings in its own i 
problems? There are many problems in the West which has seen some , 
ot the highest growth rates \ 

C: There are indeed problems which affluence brings Then* are I 
social problems there too, besides those of environment degradation. ! 

M3: So what you are saymg is that we should get rid of our | 
problems through economic growth and* import a new set of pmb- j 
lems. 

C: No, sir. Fortunately we have the example of the West before 
us. It Ls not necessary that we should commit the same mistakes. We j 
can have economic growth combined with traditional knowledge so j 
that we do not get the problems of the West 
M2: What are your hobbies 7 

C: I like to play games and read bex >ks. Another hobby 1 have is : 
DX-ing, which is tracking radio stations ot distant countries. 

M2; That's an unusual hobby, lell us more about it. 

C: Almost all countries broadcast on shortwave They want to ! 
know whether people are actually receiving the broadcast oi not ■ 
Whenever 1 have spare time I try to catch unknown stations and send j 
them reception reports, nicy send an acknowledgement card, called . 
a QSLcard. It is a good way of knowing the world and increase one's ; 
knowledge, besides participating in discussions and even learning a ' 
foreign language. They often send gifts to regular listeners. 

M2: Have you ever got gifts from them? j 

C: Several tim«*s. sir. They send T-shirts, cassettes and books. But j 
die best is if your views are aired by an international radio station 
M3: Which games do you play 7 j 

C: I play cricket, sir. These days I get less time but 1 play when- 1 
ever I have time. 

M3: Who is the manager of our cricket team? 

C: Sandeep Patil, sir. i 

M2; What was your favourite subject in school? ; 

C: 1 liked practically all the subjects that we had, but my favourite i 
was English. I loved to read the books prescribed and also borrow j 
from the library. 

M3: Who wrote Cone With the Wind 7 ! 

C: Margaret Mitchell. j 

M3: Why did the book become very famous? 

C: It was made into a highly successful film which is still re- ! 
gaided as a classic. The book was a bestseller and thus became very : 
famous. 

M2: You must have had Shakespeare in school. 

C; We studied Julius Caesar and Tavlftli Night. I liked Julius Caesar 


very much, especially since it liad those moving speeches. It is also a 
study in human character. 1 think these books help you to understand 
human nature 

M2: Did you not think of doing something which would help 
you retain touch with reading, since- you like it so much? 

C: hi whatever profession one is in, one can keep up the habit of 
reading. Even sure essful managers read a lot I will keep up this habit 
even when 1 graduate 

Ml. Has any of vour friends also applied here? 

C: Yes, sir ()ne ot my best friends has also got a call 
Ml: Supposing we had only one seat. Should we take you or 
your best friend? 

C: Ideally, I think vou should lake both ot us But il there is onlv 
one seat, you are the best judge to decide 

Ml. But il we lett the choice to vou, what would you decide 7 
C: That is really a tough choice, sir. But it you lett it to me, 1 would 
ask you to take nn friend 

MV Even if it means that you do not get admission ! 

C; Yes, sir Friendship means rising above sclhshnoss If I took the 
seal that would make me selfish, I am ■'lire to got admission this veur. 
It would be ideal it my friend also got il 
MV Do you have anv weaknesses 7 

f- Yes, sir 1 think everyone has certain weaknesses I think 1 am 
a perfectionist, which sometimes creates problems But I really cannot 
help it. 1 believe that w hatever is done should be done well 
MV Well thank you, Yarun 
C Thank vou. sir 

Analysis 

Varim mis able to tlrfnul the question s ’dating to IA S mi t 'bartered 
Accountancy mil Hie answer* slum' that he has thought limit them nini 
made up lus mind Ile iifau an define management in a i mu ise am/, winch 
slum’s that lie lui s studied lus textbooks well In fuel Hie student should be 
well versed with his subjects V’mmi also declined politely the drink of feted 
to him There are no hard and fast rules about this, but if you ask lor the 
drink, chances are that i/oh will not yet the time to dunk it 

Note how Vanin handled Hie situation when two questions were 
asked simultaneously. Be careful when you say you have good planum-' 
or organising capabilities The board can well ask why you think so i > ■ 
you have the answer 7 Similarly, the questions related to applying to 
other institutes are trieku hut Vanin answered them well Note that he 
was well prepared about the problems faced by the country. But he 
should not have made statements about coalition government. Avoid 
getting into controversial areas and playing the caste factor cei tainly is. 
Bill if you feel strongly about it and can defend it forcefully, you can take 
a chance and mention it. 

Fortunately the board moved on to hobbies Note that Varim had a 
hobby which was entirely different and he could speak on il. lie could also 
speak on his reading habit. The question on whether lus friend should be 
taken is another tricky one. If you say you should be token, can you defend 
it without sounding selfish? The answer to weaknesses urn also a satisfac¬ 
tory one 

On the whole, the candidate comes across as mature. I le seems to have 
thought about his answers, lie is uvll prepared and ms not trapped in the 
cross-questioning If you can't do so, simply back out and say you are not 
sure rather than saying something which you cannot defend 
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ADMISSION ALERT 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities Institutes should send us information well in ad¬ 
vance to be included heie Readers are advised to assess then own 
suitability before applying-this feature is not a recommendation of 
any course or institute 

Architecture 

Undergraduate Programme in Architecture' (5 years) Eligibility Class 
12 with minimum 60% marks. Last date July 3,1996. Written test. July 14, 
1996 Apply to- Sushanl School of Art and Architecture, Sushant Lok, Gurgaon 
- 122 001/TVB School of Habitat Studies c/o Vidya Bharatiya Educational 
Society, C-29 Ranchsheel Enclave New Delhi -110 017 with a DD of Rs 310 

Computers 

MCA and Diploma in Computer Applications Eligibility Bachelor's 
degree with minimum 50% marks Written test July 14, 1996 Last date 
June 30,1996 Apply to Head Department of Computer Science, University 
of Jammu, Jammu with a DD of Rs 100 

Defence 

Rashtriya Indian Military College. Entrance examination to be held 
on August 5-6,1996 Last date June 17,1996 Eligibility Male candidates 
! between 11-1/2 to 13 years as on January 1,1997 Apply to Commandant, 
RIMC, Dehradun, with a IPO of Rs 75 

Distance Education 

1 Diplomas in Management, Marketing, Finance, etc (1 year) Eligibil¬ 
ity Graduate Last date July 30,1996 Course commences on August 1,1996 
Programmes will be aired on Zee TV Apply to Narsee Monjee Institute of 
Management Studies, VL Mehta Road, Vile Parle (W), Mumbai - 400 056 with 
a DD of Rs 100. 

2. Diplomas in Business, Personnel, etc. (6 months) Apply to Na¬ 
tional Institute of Industrial Research and Development, 151 Santhome High 
Road, Madras • 600 904 with a DD of Rs 30. 

Environment 

Diploma in Environment Law- (8 months). Eligibility Open to all stu¬ 
dents of law, sciences and natural sciences Last date. June 25, 1996. 
Apply to: Centre for Environment Law, WWF-India, 172B Lodi Estate, New 
Delhi - 110 003 with a DD of Rs 50. 

Fashion Design 

1. Fashion and l&xtHe Design: Apply to: Senonta College of Fashion 
Design and Management, 20/3 Punjabi Bagh Extension, New Delhi - 110 026 
with a DD of Rs 90. 

2. Fashion and Textile Design: Apply to: Target Institute ol Design 397 
Masjid Moth, South Extn. 2, New Delhi - 110 049. 


• Hotel Management 

i 1 Bachelor of Hotel Management and Catering. Eligibility. Class 12 
! with minimum 50% marks Last date June 29, 1996 Written test' July 21. 

! 1996. Apply to Faculty of Management, Rohilkhand University, Bareilly with 
j a DD of Rs 360. 

j 2 Bachelor in Hotel Management Eligibility: Class 12 with minimum 
j 40% marks Apply to- Administrative Management College, 30th Cross 4th 
I Block, Jayanagar, Bangalore with a DD of Rs 225 
, 3 Programme in Catering Technology and Culinary Arts Eligibility- 

I Class 12 with 45% marks Apply to Director Indian Academy of Catering 
I Technology, 6-3-1219/6A Umanagar, Begumpet, Hyderabad - 500 016 with 
I a DD of Rs 250 

! 4. Courses In housekeeping, bakery, cookery, etc (1 year) Eligibility 

| Matric with minimum 50% marks Age limit 17-25 years Interviews on July 
■ 8-12, 1996 Apply to Principal, Foodcraft Institute Sector 42-D, Chandigarh 
1 - 160 036 with a DD of Rs 28 

! Management 

1 PGDBM (Full and part time) Eligibility Graduation. Written test: 
j June 30, 1996 Last date. June 20, 1996 Apply to: Centre of Management 
i Studies, PB No 153, Shastri Nagar, Ghaziabad - 201 001 with a DD of Rs 
’ 320 

2. MBA: Eligibility Graduate Written test July 14.1996. Last date- July 
: 1,1996 Apply to Institute of Business Management, Bela, Darbhanga (Bihar) 
i with a DD of Rs 250 

3 Master in Personnel Management (MPM): Eligibility: Graduate 
! with at least second class. Written test July 14,1996 Interview: July 19, 

! 1996 Last date July 6, 1996 Apply to Director, Symbiosis Institute of 
i Business Management, Senapati Bapat Road, Pune - 411 004 with a DD 
1 Of Rs 250. 

4 PGDBM- (1 year) Eligibility. Graduate Interview on July 7/14, 
1996. Apply to- Institute of International Management, Bl-90 Ahganj, 
Lucknow - 226 024 with a DD of Rs 120. 

Merchant Navy 

i Graduate Mechanical Engineers and Deck Cadets BE withmim- 
| mum 60% marks and age upto 25 years lor GMEs, Class 12 with Physics, 
i Chemistry and Maths with 60% marks for Deck Cadets Apply to: Indian 
Maritime Institute, IMI House, Gadaipur Bund Road Near Chandan Hulo 
Village, New Delhi - 110 030 with a DD of Rs 200 

Sports 

B.Sc/Master of Physical Education and Sports: Eligibility: Class t2 
for B Sc, Graduation for Master. Apply to: Indira Gandhi Institute of Physical 
Education and Sports Sciences, B Block, Vikas Puri New Delhi - 110 018 
, with a DD of Rs 50, 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q.1. Describe the main features of vote on account for 
1996-97 presented before the Parliament by the Finance Min¬ 
ister. What are the areas of concern and priority for the 
economy? 

Ans. Owing to the 11 th General Elections m April/May 1996, 
the previous government did not present a regular budget on 
February 29,1996. However, to make sure that the financial mat¬ 
ters do not come to a grinding halt, a vote on account was pre¬ 
sented before the Parliament and all expenditures etc. upto first 
four months of the financial year were voted by the Parliament, 
Although the vote on account was only for a period of four 
months, the Revenue and Expenditure estimates were prepared 
for the entire year. 

The vote on account obtained Lok Sabha's approval for spend¬ 
ing Rs 66328 crore during April-July period from the Consoli¬ 
dated Fund of India. The vote on account, also described as 
"Interim Budget", brought to the tore several achievements and 
areas of concern to the economy. During the year 1995-96 net tax 
Revenue to the Centre was Rs 81,088 crore as against the budget 
estimates of Rs 74,374 crore, an increase of Rs 6714 crore. While 
the tax revenue receipt increased, food and fertilizer subsidies 
also, on the other hand, overshot the budget estimates. The pre¬ 
vious year's budget estimates projected food and fertilizer subsi¬ 
dies at Rs 10,650 crore but the revised estimates put this figure at 
Rs 11,735 crore, an increase of Rs 1085 crore Fiscal Deficit was to 
be contained at a level of Rs 57634 crore, 5.5 per cent of the GDP, 
but in the revised estimates tor 1995-96, this amount is expected 
to be Rs 64010 crore, which would be 5.9 per cent of the GDP. 

The interim budget for 1996-97 aims at pegging the fiscal 
deficit at the level of 5 per cent of the GDP i.c at Rs 62,404 crore 
and a budgetary deficit at Rs 5000 crore. Out of a total proposed 
, expenditure of Rs 2,02.024 crore, Rs 50321 has been provided for 
plan expenditure, which reflects 4 per cent increase over the pre¬ 
vious year's amount of Rs 48,500 crore. The entire increase in the 
plan expenditure has been provided tor rural development and 
social sector. The outlay tor rural development has been fixed at 
Rs 8692 crore for 1996-97, bringing the total expenditure on rural 
development during the Eighth plan to Rs 33,400 crore, as against 
the outlay of Rs 30,000 crore provided in the Plan document. The 
Plan outlay for defence has been raised from Rs 25,500 crore in 
1995-96 to Rs 27,819 crore for 1996-97. Food subsidy has been 
raised to Rs 5774 crore while the fertilizer subsidy is at Rs 6800 
crore, taking the total subsidy figure for both food and fertilizer 
to Rs 12,574 crore. Most of the additional funds allocated under 
plan expenditure towards rural development are directed to imple- 


j ment the new schemes like mid-day meal scheme, hiking the ailo- 
! cation to the National Social Assistance Programme and 
i Indira Awas Yojana. There has, however, been no change in 
! the tax rates or tax structure, which may be introduced by 
the new Government when it introduces the regular bud¬ 
get in Jim 1996. 

I The uitcrim budget posed certain serious areas of concern. 

| One, of course, was the Government's inability to contain the 
1 fiscal deficit to a level below 5 per cent. Another problem is gal- 
! loping increase in non-plan expenditure and the gap between plan 
1 and non-plan expenditure, which is increasing year after year. The 
! vote on account estimated the non-plan expenditure to go to Rs 
; 131,503 crore as against previous year's estimated amount of Rs 
j 1,34,320 crore which means an increase over 12 per cent while 
. increase- in plan expenditure is just 4 per cent. This indicates that 
j while increase in tunds for development is lower, tor non-de- 
| velopmental expenses the burden is increasing unabated. Li- 
1 ability on account of interest payments is also increasing at 
j galloping speed. As against previous year's estimates of Rs 
| 52000 crore on account of interest payments, during the cur- 
; rent financial year this liability is estimated to increase to Rs 
| 60,000 crore. 

' Q. 2. Describe the Ordinance-making power of the Presi- 
: dent. How does this power differ from the one provided in 
| the Government of India Act 1935? Also discuss the possibil- 
1 ity of misuse of the Ordinance-making power. 

1 Ans. Article 123 of the Indian Constitution provides the Presi- 
j dent of India with the power to legislate by ordinances at a time 
, when it is not possible to have a constitutional and Parliamentary 
i enactment on the subject. This Ordinance-making power provides 
j the President with almost equal legislative powers at par with the 
Parliament This power is also subject to similar constitutional 
| constraints as are applicable to the power of the Parliament to 
; legislate. Article 13(3) (o) of the Constitution further explains that 
! "Law" includes an "Ordinance" also. The Ordinance may, there¬ 
fore, have retrospective effect, or may aim at amending or repeal- 
: ing the existing law. But the only difference is that a legislation is 
j a permanent statute while an Ordinance is only temporary and 
| needs to be replaced by a proper law passed by legislature after 
1 the prescribed time limit. 

Vide the Government of India Act of 1935, the Governor- 
General also had the power to legislate by Ordinances. But foe 
current power of the President differs substantially from the Or- 
j dinance-making power of the Governor-General under foe Act of 
J 1935 in several respects as under: 
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(fl) The President of India is required to act on the advice of his 
Council of Ministers to promulgate an Ordinance and cannot 
do so on the basis of his own individual judgement, while the 
Government of India Act of 1935 had empowered the British j 
Governor-General to exercise his individual judgement while j 
issuing an Ordinance. I 

(b) The Constitution provides that the Ordinance issued by the 
President must be placed before the Parliament when it re- | 
assembles and the Parliament is supposed to pass it within a j 
period of six weeks from the date of its re-assembly. In case it 
is disapproved or not passed by the Parliament within this, 
prescribed period, the Ordinance would cease to have effect. 
No such provision of automatic expiration or subsequent Par¬ 
liamentary approval was provided in the Government of In¬ 
dia Act of 1935. 

(c) The President of India is empowered to issue an Ordinance 
only when either of the two Houses of Parliament has been 
prorogued or otherwise not in session. In other words, when 
both the Houses of Parliament are in session, the President is 
not empowered to make any Ordinance. He can thus use this 
special legislative power only under special circumstances 
when it is not possible in ordinary' course for the Parliament i 
to legislate. No such restriction was imposed upon the Ordi- ! 
nance-making power of the Governor-General under the (Jov- ; 
ernment of India Act of 1935 

Before promulgating any Ordinance, the President has to be 
satisfied that there are sufficient grounds or circumstances that 
make necessary for him to take immediate action of legislating by 
way of Ordinance. In this matter the President has to be satisfied , 
and the genuineness of such “satisfaction" cannot be challenged 
in any court of law, except on the grounds of mala-fide, as held by ; 
the Supreme Court in a case titled as "Cooper Vs Union ot India". 
For example if the President prorogues a House of the Parliament 
with a view to issue an Ordinance, such an act may be described 1 
as malafide, A minority government, with the intention of avoid¬ 
ing lacing the Parliament may take recourse to legislation bv 
Ordinances, but then it is for the President to see whether or not 
the "immediate nature" of the matter warrants promulgation ot ; 
an Ordinance. A recent case, where President Dr Shankar Dayal ; 
Shar, * .a used his personal judgement and declined to promulgate , 
ap O.dinance was when, after the date of General Elections was : 
declared and the Rao Government wanted the President to pro- j 
mul b .'w an Ordinance making reservation in services lor Dalit | 
Christians. The President, using his judgement, declined to pro¬ 
mulgate the said Ordinance on the grounds that since the election 
had been declared, it should be left to the new Government to 
consider this issue. 

Q. Describe some of the steps taken by the Government 
during recent months to control the inflation in India. Have 
these measures been effective? 

Ans. During the past several years now, higher rate of infla¬ 
tion had been causing concern for the Government, and several 


steps were taken to keep the price rise under check. However, 
before considering these measures, it should be understood that 
containing the inflation rate to 4 to 5 per cent level does not mean 
reduction in prices. It, infact, means reduction in the rate of in¬ 
crease in prices. The steps taken are: 

(a) Fiscal deficit, which was at an alarming level of 8.3 per cent of 
the GDP in 1990-91, has been brought down to less than 6 per 
cent with the target of bringing it down to the level of 5 per 
cent during the current financial year. Lesser quantum of fis¬ 
cal deficit has direct positive bearing on containing the infla¬ 
tion. 

(b) Growth of money supply has been kept under check. Dur¬ 
ing first 11 months of 1995-96, money supply (M,) was re¬ 
stricted to just 7.4 per cent, a very low level by any 
standards. Low level of M, results in restricting money 
supply in the market thereby reducing the aggregate de¬ 
mand for goods and services and thus maintaining a lower 
level of prices. 

(c) Borrowing bv the Central Government from RBI through ac- 
hor treasury bills is being stopped, thereby reducing pressure 
of the inflationary tendencies. 

(if) To keep a check on the prices of the foodgrains, die Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) has recently sold in open market 
rice and wheat in substantial quantities. 

(c) With a view to check the prices of edible oils, the Government 
allowed import of edible oils under OGl with a reduced duty 
of 30 per cent. 

(/) The Government effected considerable reduction in the excise 
duty' on a number of items with the twin objective of reducing 
their prices on the one hand and encouraging the industry to 
grow at a faster rate to enhance the growth rate and thus 
reduce the inflationary pressures. 

(g) The Government has not effected increase in adminis¬ 
trate e prices of the products like coal, diesel and petrol, 
which has kept the energy and transport cost at a lower 
level 

(/i) Imports of sugar and pulses under the OGL and raising the 
quota of levy sugar by 5 per cent under the Public Distribu¬ 
tion System (PDS) in August 1995 has also eased the pressure 
ot prices on these important food items during the previous 
financial year considerably. 

The above measures, coupled with higher interest rates, have 
yielded satisfactory results. The inflation rate was tamed consid¬ 
erably to less than 5 per cent during the months of January to 
April, 1996. It was at a higher level of 10.4 per cent at the begin¬ 
ning of 1995-96. The short-term measures listed above have so far 
been effective in containing the inflation rate. Being an election 
year the ruling party did not want to take any unpopular deci¬ 
sions. Whether or not the above measures are sustainable would 
be known by the end of 1996 when the new Government might 
have to take the unpopular derision of enhancing the adminis- 
! tered prices. 
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t-weu live-iTTt wufcSHUNS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

Elementary Mathematics 
Combined Defence Services Exam, 21st May, 1995 


1 cos 60 4 sin 30 4 cos z 30 is equal to 

W \ (b) 4 d) ^ (d) 

2 The value of (1 + tan*' TO ) is 

J , . 1 


(«) T 


O') 


\ 


VT 


(d) 


2vA 

21 

4 


3 If \ - a cos 0 4b sin 0 and y - a sin 0 b cos 0, then 


x + y" is equal to 

(«) a 2 b‘ 

(c) a + b 2 


O') b 2 a" 
(d) a* t 2ab 


-7 


4 If sec 0 = then 0 can lie in 

n 

(a) fust or fourth quadrant 

(b) second 01 third quadiant 
(l) third and fourth quadiant 
(d) first and second quadrant 

5 (I sin 2 0) tan 2 0 is equal to 


(a) cos* 0 

(c) tan 0 
6 The value of 


(b) sm 0 

(d) none of the above 


(a) 7 ero 


O') 


tan TO + tan 60 
1 tan T0° tan (if 

I 0) 1 


IS 


((/) infinity 


7 If sm (A B) - ^ and sm A - then the angles A 

and B icspectivelv are 

(«) IS ,4S O') 4S ,1S 

(<) TO” 60 (d) 60 , TO 

8 If 4 sin 2 x 1-0 and 0 <* x*" 2it, then the positive 
values of x are 

(«) TO", 120,210 , TOO (b) T0 J , 1S0 C , 210 , TT0 

(c) TO , 120 , ISO ,210' ( d ) T0°, 160', 210 , T20 

*\ / T n 

9 V sec A -i i osch ~ A is equal to 

(a) sec A t- cosec A ( b) tan A ■» cot A 

(c) A i tan A (if) cot A a cosec A 

10 sec 6 0 - tan 6 0 - T sec 2 0 tan 2 0 is equal to 
(«) J (b) 0 (c) 2 Id) n 

cosx + sinx _ ^ then one of the values of 


cos x 


11 If 

cos t sm x 

--is 

sm x 
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(a) a /2 


1 


O') J 2 (c) 2v2 (d) 2 

12 If set 0i tan 0 1 + V2 then sec 0 is equal to 
(a) 1 O') \ f 2 (t) vT (d) 2 

IT If an object is at a height tiom the horizontal line 
thiough the point of observation then the angle subtended 
by the height at the poin‘ of obseiv ation is < ailed 

(rt) angle ot deprt ssion f/i) angle of elevation 

(c) angle of the ob|ect (if) none of the alien i 

14 If the angle ot clev ation of thetowei at a distant f of 
TIKI nieties fiom the point of obseiv er is 60 , then the height 
of the tow ei is 

(j) ’’(K) mi ties (fi) TOO A metres 

(f) ISO metres (d) ISO vT metres 

15 A flag staff is standing veitiiullv on a hnii/ontal 
plane It a man on the giound and 20 metres awa\ from the 
foot ot the flag staff found the mglt of tie v ation of the top ot 
the flag staff to be TO then (lit height of the flagstaff is 

, \ 20 Vt ... tvt 

W , m O') 


0) 


T 

2 v/t 


20 


m 


(i/> Noni of the abov e 


16 In five given figure A A and B IT aie puts of 
symmetric points with tespect to/ IfC div nh s A.B in the ratio 
m n and C divide's A H m the same ratio m n, then 

A 

C 




(a) C and C are symmetiic points with respect to/ 

O') C and C' are non symmetric points with respect to I 
(c) C and C' are the points on the lines parallel to / 

(J) None of the above 
17 Two angles are called adjacent angles if 
(a) they have the same vertex 


(c) 150' 


(d) 160' 


(b) they have the common arm 

(c) the other arm of one angle is on one side of the 
common arm and that of the other is on the op¬ 
posite side 

(if) all the above 

18. If we extend the sides of a polygon in a certain order, 
then the sum of the external angles transformed is: 

(a) (2n - 4) right angles, where n is the number of 
sides in the polygon 

(b) (2n t 4) right angles, where n is the number of 
sides in the polygon 

(r) 4 right angles (if) none of the above 

19. /, m, p and q are lines in the same plane. If / and m 
are intersecting lines, p ft / and q ft m, then which one of the 



(i i) p and q intersect at a point 
(/i) /, m and p intersect at a point 
U ) /and p mteisect at infinity 
(i/j m and q mleisect at intmitv 

20 In the given figure, thus- lines AH, C D and IT inter¬ 
sect in a common point, torming angles as shown It tr ’ - 50" 
anil |i ' 9(ithi'ii the value ot yis. 


F D 



(a) 30' (b) 40" (»■) 50' (d) n0 

' 21 If AH ft CD ft HI-'as shown in the given figure, then 
the / CF.F is equal to: 



(a) 120° (b) 135° 

22. A triangle can have 

(a) two right angles (b) two obtuse angles 

(c) all angles less than 60° (d) two acute angles 

23. If O is the mid point of the lines AB and CD and 
AC = BD, then: 

(a) AC is parallel to BD 

(b) AC and BD form an acute angle 
(r) AC and Bl) meet at right angles 

(d) none of the above 

24. In two similar triangles A ABC and A DF.F, DE - 3 cm, 
F,F - 5 cm, DF = 4 cm and BC - 20 cm, then the length of AB 
is equal to: 

(a) 15 cm ( b) 12 cm (r) 10 cm (d) 6 cm 

25 If the angles of one triangle are respectively equal to 
the angles of another triangle, then the ratio of the cor¬ 
responding sides is the ratio of the corresponding: 

(a) medians 

(/>) bisector of angles (angle bisector segments) 

(c) altitude (d) all the three above 

26 If the diagonals of a paiallelogram are perpen¬ 
dicular, then it is a: 

(a) Rhombus (b) Rectangle 

(c) Quadrilateral (d) none of the above 

27. The side of a ihombus whi*se diagonals are 16 cm 
and 12 cm respectively, is 

(a) 14 cm (b) 12 cm (c) 10 cm (d) 8 cm 

28. The maximum number of tangents which can be 
drawn from an external point to a circle are. 

(a) two (b) one (r) zero 

(d) none of the above 

29. If AB and CD are two chords intersecting at a point 
T inside the circle such that AP - CP, then consider the 
following statements: 

A : AB = CD. 

R : APC and DPB are similar triangles. 

Of these statements- 

(a) botli A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(:>) both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A is true, but R is false 

(d) A is false, but R is true 

30. The hx'us of the vertex A of an isosceles triangle ABC 
which has BC as its fixed base is: 

(a) a line parallel to BC 

(b) a line perpendicular to BC 
(r) a circle with BC as g diameter 
(d) perpendicular bisector of BC 

31. The radius of a circle is R. AB is a chord of this circle. 
AB cuts the circle into 2 unequal segments. C is a point on the 
smaller arc AB. If the angle ACB is equal to 120°, then the area 
of the smaller segment is: 
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(«) *~(4n -3 V3) (f») ^(4 V2-2rt) 

2 . 2 

(r) y (8 k - 10 a/3 ) ( d ) “(5k - 4 VS) 

32. If O is the centre of a circle of radius R and OA and 
OB are 2 radii of the circle, such that the angle AOB is 0 in 
radians, then the area of the bigger segment of the circle cut 
off by the chord AB will be: 

K~ R 2 

(a) y (0 - sin 0) (f.) y(0 + sin0) 

n2 o 2 

(c) t 1® + cos ®) (d) y (2 k - 0 + sin 0) 

33. The area of an isosceles right-angled triangle is 800 
sq. metres. The greatest possible square has been cut out from 
it. The length of the diagonal of this square will be: 

(a) 10V2m (b) 10V3m (c) 20 m (d) 20V2m 

34. If a triangle and a rectangle have equal areas and 
equal altitude, then the base of the tTiangle is equal to: 

(a) the base of the rectangle 

(ft) twice the base of the rectangle 

(c) thrice the base of the rectangle 

(d) 4 times the base of the rectangle 

35. A circular running track is 10 m. wide. The difference 
in the length of the outer boundary and the inner boundary 

1. depends on the length of the track. 

2. depends on the radius of the inner boundary. 

3. depends on the area of the track. 

4. is 20 R m. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 4 alone 

36. The boundary of the shaded region in the given 
diagram consists of five semi circular areas. 



If AB = 7 cm, BC - 3.5 cm, CD - 7 cm and DE = 7 cm, then 
the area of the shaded region is: 


, . 17.5 3.5 2 

(u) n x -y cm 

, , 35x 21R 2 
{f) -—cm 


... 175x21 2 

(e) — g — n cm 

, „ 35 x 21 k 2 

(d) g— cm 


37. The measurement of the field is given m the follow¬ 
ing notes in metres 


Notes 
50 ToB 

300 0 

240 50 

160 0 

60 100 

80 50 

0 0 40 

From A 

The area of the field will be: 

(a) 22800 sq m (f>) 23000 sq m 

(c) 23100 sq m (cf) 23400 sq m 

38. Is it possible to have a right circular cone whose base 
area is equal to its curved surface area? If yes, then the ratio 
of the height of the cone to its radius will be: 

(a) No (b) Yes, 12 (c) Yes, 2.1 (</) Yes, 1 • 1 

39. If altitude and radius of a right circular ume are 
made 3 times their original dimensions, then the ratio of new 
volume to the old volume is: 

(a) 3 (fc) 6 (c) 9 (d) 27 

40. A circular filter paper is folded in the usual way to 
form a right circular cone, to be fitted in a funnel for the 
purpose of filtration. The vertical angle of the funnel will be 

(a) 90° (b) 75 " (c) 60” (rf) 45” 

41. Two of the side faces of a pyramid are equilateral 
triangles and the other two side faces are right angled tri¬ 
angles. If the length of each side of the equilateral triangles is 
6 metres, then the volume of the pyramid (in cubic m) is- 

(a) 18 Vf (b) 36 Vf (c) 24 v3 (d) 60 

42. If three solid bodies—a sphere, a right circular 

cylinder and a right circular cone—-are of equal radius and 
equal surface area, then their heights are m the ratio: 

( u ) 2 :1 :2 v /2 ( b ) <2 : 1:2 

(c) 2 :1 : 3 V2 (d) 6 V2 • 3 Vi :4 

43. A sphere exactly fits inside a hollow cylinder closed 
at both ends. The ratio of the volume of the empty space m 
the cylinder to the volume of the sphere is: 

(a) 2:1 (b) 1:2 (c) 2 :3 (d) 3 :2 

44. A hollow right circular cylinder of radius r and 
height 4r is standing vertically on a plane. If a solid right 
circular cone of radius 2r and height 6r is placed with its 
vertex down in the cylinder, then the volume of the portion 
of the cone outside the cylinder is: 

(a) 7 nr 3 ( b ) |k>’ 3 (c) -^nr' (d) 2 nr" 


45. If a sphere of maximum volume is placed inside a 
hollow right circular cone with radius r and slant height / 
such that the base of the cone touches the sphere, then the 
volume of the sphere is: 


(«) (f~) 3 (b) fnr 3 ( 


l ~r.a\2 
l + r 


(0 f *(£) 3 


id) 


4_ 3 J + r ,3\2 
3* r W 
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46. The cumulative frequency of a given interval is the 

(a) sum (b) difference 

(c) product (d) quotient 

of the frequency of that interval and sum of the frequencies of 
all the intervals lower to the given interval. 

47. In a frequency distribution of certain continuous 
data, the class limits were chosen as 50-52,53-55,56-58._ etc. 
Which one of the following is the width of the class interval? 

(a) 2.00 (b) 2.50 (c) 2.75 (d) 3.00 

48. The cumulative frequency curve or Ogive is the 
curve drawn between: 

(a) the upper limits of the class intervals and the 
frequencies of the class intervals 

(b) the upper limits of the class intervals and the 
cumulative frequencies of the class intervals 

(c) the mean values of the class intervals and the 
cumulative frequencies of the class intervals 

(d) the lower limits of the class intervals and the 
cumulative frequencies of the class intervals 

49. From the histogram constructed for the following 
distribution 


! * 

i 

1-9 

20 

9-17 

30 

17-25 

26 

25-33 

16 

33-41 

10 

41-49 

8 1 

I 49-57 

4 

| 57-63 

4 1 


the value of mode shall be calculated as: 

(a) 10.14 (b) 12.34 (c) 18.24 ( d ) 14.72 

50. If a frequency distribution is moderately asymmetri¬ 
cal, then which one of the following relationship for mean, 
mode and median holds good? 

(a) made = 3 median + 2 mean 

(b) mode * 2 median + 3 mean 

(c) mode = 2 median - 3 mean 

(d) mode = 3 median - 2 mean 

51. The least among the following numbers 

>/oT, J5T, CT, 'JEST »: 

(a) tfjX (b) 4oT 

(c) VoT (d) -?oT 

52. If a and b be two odd integers, then which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) a + b and ab are both odd 

(b) a +b is even but ab is odd 

(c) a + band abate both even 

{d) a + b is odd but ab is even 

53. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
using the code* given below the lists: 



Ustt 


List 11 

A. 

yftj576 


1. .28 

B. 

V.0676 


2. .26 

C. 

VS784 


3. .32 

D. 

VJ024 


4. .24 

Codes: 

A B 

C 

D 

(«) 

2 4 

3 

1 

(b) 

2 4 

1 

3 

(c) 

4 2 

3 

1 

w 

4 2 

1 

3 


54. The smallest number needed to be added to 
74684160, in order to make it a perfect square is: 

(a) 1 (b) 4 (c) 6 (d) 9 

55. (0.3) 2 + V.0121 is equal to: 

«*> 4 m < < c > 57 “» no 

, I 

56. In a box there are one rupee, 50 paise and 25 paise ! 
coins. The total number of such coins is 340. It the ratio of 
their values be 5:4:1, then the number of one rupee, 50 paise , 
and 25 paise coins in the box are respectively: 

(a) 80,160,100 (b) 100,160,80 

(c) 160,100,80 (d) 100,80,160 

57. Two cars start towards each other from points 200 
km apart. One car travels at 40 km per hour and the other 
travels at 35 km per hour. How far apart will the two cars be 
after 4 hours of continuous travelling? 

(a) 20 km (b) 40 km (c) 75 km (d) 100 km 

58. A can do a piece of work in 9 days. B is 50% more 
efficient than A. The number of days it takes B to do the same 
piece of work, is: 

(«) 3 (b) 4^ (c) 6 (d) 13± 

59. After an increase in the price of sugar by 10% if a 
consumer wants to reduce his consumption so as to have his 
expenditure on sugar unchanged, then he should reduce his 
consumption of sugar by: 

(a) 9% (b) 9~% (c) 10% (d) 12% 

60. Ram sold a cow to Rahim at 20% profit. Rahim sold 
it to Robert at 25% profit. If Robert paid Rs. 900, then Ram had 
purchased the cow (in Rupees) for: 

(a) 600 (b) 700 (c) 750 (d) 800 

. 61. If the difference between compound interest and 
simple interest on a sum of money for two years at 10% per 
annum is Rs 24, then tire sum (in Rs) is: 

(a) 1800 (b) 2000 (c) 2400 (d) 2500 

62. A sum of money deposited at compound interest 
doubles itself in 4 years. It will amount to sixteen times at the 
same rate in: 

(a) 12 years (b) 16 years (c) 24 years (d) 30 years 

63. The costs of a book and a pen are in the ratio 3:2. If 
the cost of 10 books and 6 pens is Rs 63, then the cost of a book 
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(in Rupees) is: 

(a) 3 ( b) 4.50 

(c) 5 (d) 5.50 

64. The stock of wheat in a ration shop is sufficient for 40 
weeks if the quantum of ration per head is 1750 gms of wheat, 
if the amount of ration per head be raised to 2 kgs of wheat, 
then the stock will run for: 

(a) 20 weeks (b) 25 weeks 

(c) 30 weeks (d) 35 weeks 

65. Consider the following statements : 

1. 6th root of 64 is not prime. 

2. 5th root of 243 is prime. 

Of these statements: 

(a) 1 and 2 are correct (b) 1 alone is correct 

(c) 2 alone is correct (d) none of the above - 

66. When a number is divided by 56, the remainder is 29. 
If the number is divided by 8, then the remainder is: 

(a) 5 (b) 4 (c) 3 (d) 2 

67. The values that can be assigned to r so that 4 n 4 r 
will include all odd primes, is: 

(a) r = 1, r = 2 (b) r=0,r=l,r = 3 

(c) r = landr = 3 (d) r = 0, r = l,r = 2, r = 3 

68. If n is a multiple of 3, then n (n + 1) (n + 2) must 
always be divisible by: 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 

69. Any number is divisible by 3, if the: 

(a) last digit is 3 

(b) sum of the digits in the odd places from uni t place 
is divisible by 3 

(c) sum of the digits in the even places from the ten's 
place is divisible by 3 

(d) sum of all the digits of the number is divisible by 3 

70. The least positive integer which when divided by 4 
and 6 leaves a remainder 1, is: 

(a) 25 (b) 29 (c) 17 (d) 13 

71. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
using the axles given below the lists: 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Codes: 


List 1 

(Numbers) 

35,77 

20,30 

15,35 

63,99 


List 11 

(Their LCM.) 


3. 60 

4. 385 


72. The expression 
log C 3 - log + 


logVd 


+ I °S^ 


(a) log C (b) 2 log C (c) 8 log C (d) ~\ogC 

73. login (login x) is meaningful when x is: 

(a) greater than zero (b) greater than one 

(c) greater than ten (d) any real number 

74. If log (2x - 3) + log (x + 1) = 2 log 5, then the value of 
x will be: 

(a) 2.5 (b) 1.5 (c) -2.5 (d) -3.5 

75. login (n/ 30) + login is equal to: 

(a) 10 (b) 2 (c) 1 (d) .1 

76. If a, b, c are any three natural numbers, then 
a(b + c) - (a x b) + (a x c) is an example of- 

(o) the commutative law (b) the associative law 
(c) the distnbutive law (d) none of the above 

77. Which of the following give the correct factors of 
4x 2 -(x 2 -3 f? 

1 (x -2) (x -1) 2. (x - 1) (v -» 3) 

3. (3 - x) (x t 1) 4. (2x - 1) (2x + 3) 

Select the correct answer from the codes giv en below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

^ •) 

78 The romaindei when 2x - 3x“ + 4x 1 is divided by 
x - 1 is. 

(<i) -10 (b) 2 (c) -1 (d) 10 

1 I T 1 

79. If x + - - v3, then x‘ t . is equal to: 

x x 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 3 ( d ) 3^3 

80. One of the factors of x 3 + 6x 2 a 1 lx + 6 is: 


(a) (x - ") (b) (x + 


(«•) (x-D (d) (x + 1) 


81. If the polynomial v - 3x“ + kx + 42 is divisible by 
x + 3, then the value of k will be: 

(a) +4 (b) +14 (c) -4 (d) -14 

82. If P and Q are two expressions with HCF H, then 
their LCM L will be: 


. , i PH „ s , QH ... PQ . . H 
(a) L = -- (b) L--^ (c) L= zf (d) L = — 


is equal to: 


Q P H PQ 

83. The HCF and LCM of the polynomials x ~ 2, x 2 - 4 
are respectively: 

(ij) 1, x - 2 (b) x -2,8 

(c) x - 2, x + 2 (d) x - 2, x 2 - 4 

84. If R and S are two rational expressions, then consider 
the following statements: 

1. R 2 -S 2 = (R + S)(R-S). 

2. R 3 -S 3 = (R + S)(R 2 -RS + S 2 ). 

Of these statements : 

(a) 1 and 2 are correct (b) 1 alone is correct 

(c) 2 alone is correct (d) none of the above 

85. If a + b + c = 0, then a 3 + b 3 + c 3 is equal to: 

(a) a 2 (b + c) + b 2 (c + a) + e 2 (a + b) 

(b) 3 (b + c) (c + a) (a + b) 
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(<■) 3ubc (d) 6 a 2 b 2 c 2 

86 The solution of the equations 

8 7 

2x - = 12 and 5x4 - 1 is 

v y 


(a) x = 3, y --1 
(<) * - \ Y - - \ 


(b) x-- 2> y = 2 
(d) x = 2,y~- I 


87 The solution for the simultaneous linear equations 
t + 3y .=. 5 and 3x - 2y - 1 is 

(a) (0,0) ( b ) (1,0) («) (0,1) ( i) (1,1) 

88 The sum of the digits of a two-digit number islO The 
ns digit is 2 less than the square of the units digit The 
limber is between 

(a) 40 and 50 (b) 50 and 60 

(u 60 and 70 (d) 70 and 80 

89 If two is added to both the numerator and the 

3 

enominatoi of a traction it becomes - If one is subtracted 
om the denominator, fi action becomes * The fraction is 


MO The graph of the inequations 
\ ■ 0, v 0andx4 j < 1, shown by the shaded figure is 



(c) -|sx<-2and-|sx<-| 

(d) none of the above 

92 The sum of the squares of two consecutive natural 
numbers is greater than the product of these numbeis by 57 
The sum of these numbers is 

(a) 15 (b) -15 (c) -1 (d) 1 

93 If 16 (2 X + 2 x ) = 257, then x is equal to 


(a) 16 or — 
(c) 4 or-4 


(b) -16 or 


(d) 4 or 


94 The inequality x 2 - 2x + ] «- 0 
represents the set of values given by 

(«) {x x < 1} (b) (x x ^11 

(c) ID (d) 0 

95 If a m = ( a m )", then the value of m is 


( b) nn l 


(0 n»< i 


96 The value of 

(x*~) b+c (x td )‘ +a (x db ) ,+b is 
(a) 0 ( b ) x (c) 1 

97 If 2 X = 4 y = 8 e and -- +^- 4- - 2 j 


I! I 
id) n n 


( d) x ♦ 1 


'■"‘u ' 


:-4—i- - _ then the value ot 
2x 4y 6z 7 




98 For any two sets A, B, AH! A B), is equal to 

(a) B (6) A (0 A^B (d) Awfi 

99 If A, B, C are any three sets, then A r (BuC) is equal 





91 The inequality I 2x + 5 | < x 4-3 holds when 


(«) -^<x$ -2 


(ib) -§Sx<;- l 


(a) (AnB)uC ( b) (ArvB)oC 

(t) (AuB)uC (d) (AnB)u(AnC) 

10(1 If A= {2,3}andB = (xl xe Nandx< 3}thenAx Bis 
(a) ((2,1), (2,2), (3,1), (3,2)| ( b) 1(1,2), (1, 3), (2,2)) 

(c) 1(1,2), (2,2), (3,3), (3,2)} (d) none of the above 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1 ,a) cos 60° + sm 30° + cos 2 30 f - ^ 4- ^ + () 2 - ^ 


2 (d) 1 4 tan 2 30° = sec 2 30° = | 

3 (c) x 2 + y 2 * (a cos 8 + b sm 0) 2 4 (a sin 0 4- b cos 8)“ 

* a 2 cos 2 0 + b 2 sin 2 0 4- 2 ab sm 6 cos 0 4- a 2 sm 2 0 
+ b 2 cos 2 0 -2ab sm 0 cos 0 
= a 2 (cos 2 8 4- sm 2 8) + b 2 (cos 2 8 + sm 2 0) 

-a 2 4-b 2 [ cos 2 0 4- sm 2 8 = 1] 

4 (b) 5. (b) 


2 .2 4 


cos 2 0 4- sm 2 0=1] 
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6. (d) 


tan 30° + tan 60° 
1 - tan 30° tan 60° 
1 


= tan 90° = Infinity 


7. ( b) sin (A - B) = - = sin 30° 
sin A = ^~ = sin 45° A = 45° 


A - B = 30° ...(i) 

45- B = 30° 
B =15° 


8. (b) 4 sin 2 x -1 = 0 sin 2 x * — = sin 2 30 

x = n K ± 30°, n e I 

x = 30°, 150°, 210°, 330° which belong to 0 < n < 2 Jt 

9. ( b ) Vse c 2 A + cosec 2 A = ~V l + tan 2 A +1 + cot 2 A 

= Vtan 2 A + cot 2 A + 2 

=V (tan A + cot A) 2 = tan A + cot A 

(tan A. cot A = 1) 

10. (a) sec 6 8 - tan 6 0 - 3 sec 2 9 tan 2 9 

= sec 6 0 - tan 6 0-3 sec 2 0 tan 2 0 (sec 2 0 - tan 2 0) 

= (sec 2 0- tan 2 8) 3 = l 3 = 1 ( v sec 2 0 - tan 2 0 = 1] 

11. (a) - cos —■ - - n - = ViT=» 1 + tan x = >/if or tan x = V2 -1 

cosx 

cot x * y--- = ViT + 1 or cot x -1 = ViT 

cos x - sin x _ y 
sinx 

12. (b) sec 0 + tan 0 = 1 + V2 .... (i) 

sec 2 0 - tan 2 0 = 1... (ii) 

Dividing (u) by (i), 

sec 0 - tan0 = Y ' + 'J l ~ (»0 

Adding (i) and ( ii) we get sec 8 = ^2 

13. (b) 

14. (b) ^_ = tan60° = V3 

h = 300 i/3 



300 



15. (a) — = tan 30° = y 
, 20 20 V3 


lb. (a) 17. (d) .18. (c) 

19. (a) l and m are intersecting and p II l m not II to p 

m and p intersect, q II m .-. p not II to q 
p and q intersect [ Two intersecting lines both 

can't be parallel to same st. line] 

20. (b) 

21. (c> EP II CD .-. ZFEC + ZECD = 180° 

or ZFEC + Z30° = 180“ .*. ZFEC »150° 

22. (d) 
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23. (a) AAOCsA BOD (by sss cong. rule) 
ZOAC = ZOBD (CPCT) 


24. (b) 


But these are alt Zs 
.-. AC It BD 

v A ABC - A DEF 
AB_BC AB 20 
" DE~ EF° T 3 " 5 


X 

D / 

< 



= 12 


* 

-5»D 


B 



25. (d) 26. (a) 

27. (r) AB=V(y) 2 + (f) 2 

= 10 cm 

28. (a) 29. (a) 30. (d) 

31. (a) Z1 = 2 ZACB = 2 x 120 = 240° 

.-. ZAOB = 360 - 240 = 120° 

Area of smaller segment 

32. (d) 0 radians = (—-) 

71 

Area of smaller segment 

= --—r x n R 2 - \ R 2 sin 0 = ~ (0 - sin 0) 
Jtx360 2 2 




Area of bigger segment 

d* nz 

= K R 2 - y (0 - sin 0) = y (2n - 0 + sin 0) 

33. (d) Side of an isosceles A 

= V2x 800 = 40 |n 2 = 800 

.’. Side of greatest possible 
40 

square = — = 20 

Diagonal = >/2" -a = V2 x 20 

= 20V2 

34. ( b ) 

35. id) Reqddifference = 2nR-2nr = 2n(R~r) 

= 2 n x 10 = 20 n 

36. Area of shaded region 

1 AC 2 1 AB 2 1 BE .2 1 ,CD. 2 1 ,D£, 2 

37. (c) Read area 

= |(50 + 40)x80 + ^x80x50 

+ 1x80 x 50 + ^x60x50 

2 2 

+^ (50 + 60) 200 +1 x 100 x 60 




= 3600 + 2000 + 2000 + 1500 + 11000 + 3000 
= 23100 sq m 

38. (o) nr 2 = nrl =>r = / 

which is impossible 


/ h 

\ 1 


3jlA 


39. (d) Newvol. of cdne =-| ji (3r) 2 x 3A = 27 x A 

Reqd. ratio = 27 x : |n A = 27:1= 27 

40. (a) 

41. (b) Side faces OAB and OCD are equilateral As and 

ODA and OCB are rt As 

Vi 

/ = OP = -~a 

- ~ x 6 = 3 V3m Height =OQ 



AD=V6 2 + 6 2 ,-.QP =3\f2m 0 

= 6 S2-—. 

OQ= V (3^3 ) z - (3^12 ) 2 = 3m 

Base area = AB x AD = 6x6V2=36Vifni 2 

Vol. of pyramid = ~ x (area of base) x height 

= ^x36V2 x3 = 36 ^m 3 

42. (a) Sphere cylinder cone 
4 nr = 2 nr (h + r) = nr (r + f) 

Taking 1 and II, r = h 4nr 2 = nr (r -t- 1) 

Ratio of heights 3r = / .•. H = V / 2 - r 2 


= 2r:h:H=2r:r:2V2r 

= 2:1 :2 V 2 


= 2V2 r 

43. (t») As the sphere exactly fits inside a cylinder 
.-. Height of cylinder = 2r 
Vol. of empty space 

= nr 2 h - ^ nr 3 
= nr 2 (2r) - |nr 3 = | nr 3 



Vol. of portion of cone outside 
the cylinder 

= ^n(2r) 2 x6r-^n» 2 xh 

3 3 n 

= ^ n x 4r* x 6r - nr 2 x 3r 

= 7nr 3 

45. (b) AB = AC = /, AQX BC .*. BQ = QC = r 
AP; PQ = (b + c): a (P, centre of sphere) 



AQ 




Let PQ = R 


/ 



*» K 


8 r Q ' c 


46. (a) 
51. c 


56. (b 


AP:PQ = (/ + /):2ror^=| 

r PQ _ r_ 

T AP + PQ~ l + r 
PQ r 
AQ ” l + r 

* _L_ . R= _J^ x VJ 2 ^7"=rA/^" 

I + r“ I + r YJ + r 

Vol. of sphere = ^nR 3 = jnr 3 (j-^) 3N2 

?: 8 j 


47. w; 
52. fe 


48. 

53. 


49. w; 
54. ft 


Ratio of values 
of coins 
Ratio of no. of 
coins 


Re 50paise 

5 4 


5x1 


4x2 


50. 

55. (c) 

25 paise 
1 

1x4 =5:8:4 


No. of one Re coins = x 340 = 100 

g 

No. of 50 paise coins = -j x 340 - 160 

4 

No. of 25 paise coins = — x 340 = 80 

57. (d) D = SxT 

Reqd. distance = 40 x 4 + 35 x 4 - 200 = 100 km 

58. (c) A's one day's work = ^ 

B is 50% more efficient than A 

B s one day s work = - x —r = - 
y 1UU o 

.•. B will do the work in 6 days 

59. (b) Reqd. reduction = 


100 + 10 11 
100 


60. (a) C.P. of cow for Ram = 900 x 


100 


100 + 25 100 + 20 
= Rs 600 

61. (c) [P(1+^P] -Px^x2 = 24/.P = Rs2400 

62. (b) 2P = P(1+ T j 6) *.-.2 = (1+ I r 6 )* 

2 4 -ui^)r 

or 16 P = P (1 + --) 16 Reqd. time = 16 years 

63. (b) Let cost of 1 book be Rs x and that of 1 pen be Rs y 

* 3 2 

y =2 y = 3* 

A.T.S. 10 x + 6 x |x = 63 x = 4.50 
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$£ s 


L ! ( d) Ques. of inverse proportion 

WSeeks Ration per head 

40 1.750 kg 

40x1.750 

x 2kg x =- = 35 


orx 2 + x-12 = 0*>(x + 4)(x-3)=0 
/. x = 3 (rejecting x = - 4} 

/. Reqd. no. = 73 which liwbetween 70 and 80. 
/ \ *+2 3 t-\ 

TTTs " w 


(a) Dividend = 56x Q + 29 = 8x7x Q +8x3 + 5 


Remainder = 5 


29_,5 
8 “8 


(c) If r = 0, 4n + r will be a multiple of 4, which is not 
prime 

If r = 2 4 n + r will be a multiple of 2 which will not 
indude odd primes 

Only r = 1, r = 3 satisfy the reqd condition 
(i b ) n is a multiple of 3, it may be even or odd 

If n is odd, n +1 is even and if n is even, n +1 is odd 
.'. n (n +1) (n + 2) is always divisible by 6 
M> 70. (d) 71. (c) 

3 

(c) Given exp = 3 log C - log 2 + 4 log C + - log C 

+ log 2 - ^ log C = 8 log C 


(d) log (2x - 3) (x +1) = log 5 2 

(2x - 3) (x + 1) = 5 2 or x = -3.5,4 

(c) log 10 (V30 x = log io 10 = 1 


(c) (2x) 2 - (x 2 - 3) 2 = (2x - x 2 + 3) (2x + x 2 - 3) 

= {- x 2 + 2x + 3) (x 2 + 2x - 3) 

= (x +1) (3 - x) (x + 3) (x -1) 

{ b) Letp(x) = 2x 3 -3x 2 f4x- 1 
Divisor = x - 1 

R = p (1) = 2 (l) 3 - 3(1) 2 + 4(1) -1=2 

(a) *x + - = V3 Cubing,x 3 + -4 + 3xxx-(x+-) = 3^13 
x * x x 

x 3 + ~ + 3xV3 =3V3 a x 3 + 4t = 0 
x jr 

(d) Let p(x) = x 3 + 6x 2 + llx + 6 ••• p (-1) = 0 

x +1 is a factor of p(x) 

(c) p(x) = x 3 - 3x 2 + kx + 42 

•; p (x) is divisible by x + 3 .*. p (-3) = 0 

(_3)3 - 3 (- 3) 2 + k (-3) + 42 = 0 k = -4 


(d) Let the digit at unit's place be x 
the digit at ten's place = 10 - x 
A.T.S. 10 - x = x 2 - 2 


y-l"2 

Solving (i) and (ii) we get x = 1, y = 3 
The reqd fraction = ~ 


(d) When2x + 5a,0,|2x + 5 | = 2x + 5 
.'. 2x + 5 <, x + 3 or x £ -2... (i) 

When2x + 5<0, |2x + 5| =-(2x + 5) 

- (2x + 5) S x + 3 or 2x + 5-S - (x + 3) 

g 

2x + 5£-x-3or3x£-8orx£- - 
8 

or - - S x ... (if) 

From (i) and (ii) - ® £ x £ -2 

(a) x 2 + (x +1) 2 = x (x + 1) + 57 .-. x * 7 

rejecting x = -8 as xe N 

The reqd nos. are 7 and 8 Sum = 7 + 8 = 15 

(c) Let2 x = y 16(y + ±) = 257 

.\ tty 2 -25y +16 = 0 (y- 16)(16y-l) = 0 


Wheny = 


2 x = rr = rr = 2' 4 /.x = -4 


7 16 - 16 24 

(i) x 2 -2x +1<0=> (x-1) 2 <0 which is not true as square 
of a no. can't be -ve 

(b) a* 1 = (a m )" =» a" = (a)*" =* m" = mn 

or —= n=» m n ~ 1 -n orm =n" -1 
m 

(c) 

y>-b 2 = =x o =1 

(b) 2 x = 4 y = 8 z =»2 x = (2 2 ) y = (2 3 ) 1 =* 2 x = 2 2y = 2 3 * 

/. x * 2y = 3z 

. J_.J_ ,1 _ * 4 1 4 1 24 

"2x 4y 6z 2x3z 3z 6z 7 

1 11 24 7 

or —+ — + — = —.•. zat — 

6z 6z 6z 7 48 


(a) A = {2,3}, B = {1,2) 

••Ax B = {(2,1), <2,2),(3,1),(3,2)1, 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 

Combined Defence Services Exam, 29th October, 1995 


Questions 1-60 had appeared in Junt 
96 tjisuc The Balance questions along with 
answers are gtoen below 

COMPREHENSION 

(Items 61 to 90) 

Directions 

In this Section you ha\e six short 
passages After each passage jou vs ill 
find five items based on the passage 
hirst read Passage J and attempt the 
items based on it Then go on to the 
next passage 

Examples 1 and J are solved tor 
you 

Passage 

In oui approach to lift bt it praq 
matii or otherwise a basic fact tlv it con 
fronts us squartly and unmistakeniy is 
the desire for peace security andhappi 
ness Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of oui s And no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human beings oi 
to the lower groups such as animals all 
bemgs primarily seek peace, comfoit 
and secunty I ife is as dear to a mutt 
creature as it is to a man F\en tht 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die so do all other creatures 

1 The authoi s mam point is that 

(a) diffeient forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 

* are possible in nature 

(t) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J Which one of the following as 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a trea- 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 

higher and lower groups 


(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain 
and death 
Explanation 

I The idea which represents the 
author s mam point is peace and 
secunty are the chief goals of all living 
beings which is response (c) So 'c is 
the c orrect answ er 

J The best assumption underlying 
the passage is The will to survive of a 
c mature is identified with a desire for 
peace which is response (b) So 'b' is 
the coins t answer 

Now attempt items 61 to 90 
Passage 1 

Spcec h is a great blessing but it can 
also be a great curse for w hilu it helps 
us to make our intentions and desires 
known to oui fellows, it can also, if we 
use it carelessly make our attitude com 
plctclv misunderstood A slip of the 
tongue tlu use ol an unusual word, or 
of an ambiguous w ord and so on,may 
create an enemy where we had hoped 
to win a fi lend Again, different classes 
of people use different vocabularies, 
and thi ordinary speech of an educated 
man mav strike an uneducated listener 
as pompous Unwittingly we may use 
a woid which bears a different meaning 
to our listener from what it does to men 
of out own class Thus speech is not a 
gift to use lightly without thought, but 
one w hich demands careful handling 
Only a fool will express himself alike to 
all kinds and conditions of men 

61 Speech can be a curse, because 
it can 

(a) hurt others 

(b) lead to carelessness 

(c) create misunderstand mg 

(d) rev eal oui intentions 

6J The best way to win a friend is 
to avoid 

(n) irony m speech 

(b) pomposity in speech 
(f) verbosity in speech 
\d) ambiguity m speech 
6T A 'slip of the tongue' means 
something said 


(a) wrongly by chance 

(b) unintentionally 

(c) without givmg proper 
thought 

(d) to hurt another person 

64 While talking to an unedu¬ 
cated person, we should use 

(a) ordinary speech 

(b) his vocabulary 

(c) simple words 

(d) polite language 

65 If one used the same style of 
language with everyone one would 
sound 

(a) flat 

(b) boring 

(c) foolish 

(d) democratic 

Passage II 

After submitting his resignation, 
Albert came out and took the long nar¬ 
row road leading to the railway station 
which was one of the busiest roads in 
the city Sad and depressed and wor¬ 
ried about looking for a new job, Albert 
looked around for a cigarette shop He 
walked up to the end of the road but 
found no tobacconist It was odd that 
such a busy thoroughfare with 
thousands of people passing through 
did not even have a single cigarette 
shop He suddenly felt that it was no 
longer necessary for him to hunt for a 
job He decided to open a tobacco shop 
himself It was bound to be profitable, 
he felt 

66 Albert was sad and depressed 
because 

(a) he was not able to buy 
cigarettes 

( b ) he was woi ned about find¬ 
ing a job 

(c) he had had to walk on a long 
road 

(d) he had no money for the 
tram journey 

67 After submitting his resigna¬ 
tion Albert came out worrying about 

(a) a job (fr) cigarettes 

(c) a shelter 

(d) the next available tram 
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68. Albert decided not to look for a 
new job because 

(a) he did not want to work at all 

(b) th«re was no hope of finding 
ajob 

(c) the thought of having to look 
for a job greatly distressed 
him 

(d) he saw this possibility of self- 
employment 

69. A cigarette shop on a busy 
road was bound to be profitable be¬ 
cause 

(a) cigarettes are inexpensive 
items and people buy them 
willingly 

(b) cigarette shops are known to 
make a great deal of profit 

(c) a cigarette shop on a busy 
road would attract a large 
number of customers 

(d) any shop on a busy street 
would attract a large num¬ 
ber of customers 

70. There was no cigarette shop on 
that road because 

(a) it was a very narrow road 

(b) smoking is banned in that 
area 

, (c) cigarette-shop owners do not 
make any profit 

( d) just by chance nobody had 
opened one on that road 

Passage III 

Sometimes we went off the road 
and cm a path through the pine forest. 

' The floor of the forest was soft to walk 
on; the host did not harden it as it did 
the road. But we $lid not mind the hard¬ 
ness of the road because we had nails in 
the soles and heels of our boots and the 
heel nails bit on the frozen ruts and 
with nailed boots it was good walking 
on the road and invigorating. It was 
lovely walking in the woods. 

71. Sometimes we walked 
\ through the pine forest as 

(a) the path was unaffected by 
the frost 

(b) it was good walking with 
nails in the boots 

<c) the walk was invigorating 

(d) it was sheer joy to walk in the 
forest 

72. The floor of the forest was soft 
because 

(a) the frost did not harden it on 
account of trees 

(b) the travellers were wearing 
boots 

| (c) the shoes had nails on their 


sole and heel 

(d) they enjoyed walking in foe 
woods 

73. We did not mind the hardness 
of foe road because 

(a) we had nailed boots on 

(b) it was good walking on foe 
road 

(c) the walk was refreshing 

(d) foe nails bit an the frozen 
roads 

74. 'Frozen ruts' means 

(a) very cold roads 

(b) wheel marks in which frost 
had become hard 

(c) the-road covered with frost 

(d) hard roads covered with 
snow 

75. We found great joy on account 
of 

(a) wearing nailed boots 

(b) the good long walk on the 
road 

(c) walking occasionally 
through the forest 

(d) walking cm frost with nailed 
boots cm 

Passage IV 

Most of us are not very good lis¬ 
teners. We tend to believe that at meet¬ 
ings we shall be judged by the amount 
we can contribute in sheer volume erf 
words rather than how much we ab¬ 
sorb other people's ideas. When we are 
listening, or think we are, we find it 
almost impossible to stop talking to 
ourselves. We assume that what the 
other person is saying is dreary and 
pointless. We don't open our mouth, of 
course, because that is just plain bad 
manners; but we do tend to use our 
listening moment to work out and 
rehearse what we hope to say. Again 
and again at meetings you will near 
people hotly denouncing views that 
have never been put forward or 
defending to the last breath those that 
have never been attacked. We live in a 
competitive world and most of us are 
concerned with putting our own ideas 
across or beating the other in argument 
about their ideas. 

76. At meetings, we believe we 
shall be judged by tne 

(a) number of questions we put 
to foe speaker 

(b) noise we make while others 
are speaking 

(c) volume of words we con¬ 
tribute 


(<f) amount of ideas we absorb 
from others 

77. 'It is just plain bad manners ". 
This refers to 

(a) talking to ourselves 

(b) using offensive language 

(c) sleeping soundly while 
somebody is talking 

(d) . interrupting the speaker fre¬ 

quently 

78. Often at times, you will hear 
people hotly denouncing 

(a) views held universally 

(b) views that have never been 
put forward 

(c) absurd arguments put for¬ 
ward by others 

(d) views that are opposed to 
their own 

79. "defending to the last breath" 
means 

(a) refusing to yield before 
enemy attack 

(b) trying to save somebody 
from an attack of breathless¬ 
ness 

( c) sacrificing one's own life for 
defending positions on the 
battle front 

(d) desperately defending or 
supporting arguments or 
points of view 

80. "dreary" in the present context 
means 

(a) humorous (b) lively 

(c) provocative 

(d) uninteresting 

Passage V 

At this stage of the civilization, 
when many nations are brought into 
close and vital contact for good and 
evil, it is essential, as never before, that 
their gross ignorance of one another 
should be diminished, that they should 
begin to understand a little of one 
another's historical experience and 
resulting mentality. It is a fault of the 
English to expect the people of other 
countries to react as they, do, to political 
and international situations. Our 
genuine goodwill and good intentions 
are often brought to nothing, because 
we expect other people to be like us. 
This would be corrected if we knew the 
history, not necessarily in detail but in 
broad outlines, of the social and politi- | 
cal conditions which have given to each j 
nation its present character. 

81. The need for a greater under¬ 
standing between nations • 
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(a) was always there 

(b) is no longer there 

(c) is more today than ever 
before 

(d) will always be there 

82. According to the author the 
'mentality' of a nation is mainly a 
product of its 

(a) history 

(b) international position 

(c) politics 

(d) present character 

83. Englishmen like others to react 
to political situations like 

(a) us 

(b) themselves 

(c) others 

(d) each other 

84. According to the author his 
countrymen should 

(a) read the history of other na¬ 
tions 

(b) have a better understanding 
of other nations 

(c) not react to other nations 

(d) have vital contacts with 
other nations 

85. The character of a nation is the 
result of its 

(a) mentality 

(b) cultural heritage 

(c) gross ignorance 

(d) socio-political conditions 
Passage VI 

Courage is not only the basis of all 
virtue; it is its expression. Faith, hope, 
charity and all the rest don't become 
virtues until it takes courage to exercise 
them. There are roughly two types of 
courage. The first, an emotional state 
which urges a man to risk injury or 
death, is physical courage. The second, 
a more reasoning attitude which 
enables him to take coolly his career, 
happiness, his whole future, or his 
judgement of what he thinks either 
right or worth-while, is moral courage. 

I have known many men, who had 
marked physical courage, but lacked 
moral courage. Some of them were in 
highplaces, but they failed to be great 
in themselves because they lacked 
moral courage. On the other hand, I 
have seen men who undoubtedly pos¬ 
sessed moral courage but were very 
cautious about taking physical risks. 
But 1 have never met a man with moral 
courage who couldn't, when it was 
really necessary, face a situation boldly. 

86. A man of courage is 


(a) cunning 

(b) intelligent 

(c) curious 

(d) careful 

87. All virtues become meaningful 
because of 

(a) faith 

(b) charity 

(c) courage 

(d) hope 

88. Physical courage is an expres¬ 
sion of 

(a) emotions 

(b) deliberation 

(c) uncertainty 

(d) defiance 

89. A man with moral courage can 

(a) defy his enemies 

(b) overcome all difficulties 

(c) face a situation boldly 

(d) be very pragmatic 

90. People with physical courage 
often lack 

(a) mental balance 

(b) capacity for reasoning 

(c) emotional stability 

(d) will to fight 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE 

(Items 91 to 100) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there 
is a sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts which are 
labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 
correct sentence. Choose the proper se¬ 
quence and mark in your Answer Sheet 
accordingly. 

Example Z: It is well known that 

(P) the effect 

(Q) is very bad 

(R) on children 

(S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ 

(b) SPQR 

(c) SRFQ 
«0 QSRP 

Explanation: The proper way of writ¬ 
ing the sentence is 'It is well known that 
the effect of cinema on children is very 
bad.' This is indicated by the sequence P 
S R Q and so 'a' is die correct answer. 

Now attempt item* 91 to 100. 

91. The national unity of a free 
people 

(P) to make jt Impracticable 


(Q) for there to be an arbitrary 
administration 

(R) depends upon a sufficiently 
even balance of political 
power 

(S) against a revolutionary op¬ 
position that is irreconcilab¬ 
ly opposed to it. 

The proper sequence should be 
(«) QRPS 

(b) QRSP 

(c) RPQS 

(d) RSPQ 

92. Little 

(P) that he had been let down 

(Q) stood by all these years ' 

(R) did he realize 

(S) by a colleague whom he haa 
The proper sequence should be 

(«) RPSQ 

(b) RSQP 

(c) QSRP 

(d) QSPR 

93. There was 

(P) needed for its everyday life 

(Q) a time when each family 

(R) for itself most of the things it 

(S) actually produced. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QRSP 

(b) RQPS 

(c) RSPQ 

(d) QSRP 

94. We have to 

(P) as we see it 

(Q) speak the truth 

(R) there is falsehood and dark¬ 
ness 

(S) even if all around us. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RQSP 

(b) QRPS 

(c) RSQP 

(d) QPSR 

95. This majestic mahogany table 

(P) belongs to an old prince 

(Q) which has one leg missing 

(R) who is now impoverished 

(S) but not without some pride. 
The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQSR 

(b) QRSP 

(c) PRSQ 

(d) QPRS 

96. By this time 

(P) at the railway station 

(Q) reported mass looting 

(R) reports of violence were 
flooding in 
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(S) while police dispatches. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RSPQ 

(b) SPRQ 

(c) SQRP 

(d) RSQP 

97. It would 

(P) appear from hi*, statement 

(Q) about the policy of the 
management 

(R) in dealing with the strike 

(S) that he was quite in the dark. 
The proper sequence should be 

(a) RPSQ 

(b) PSQR 

(c) RQPS 

(d) PRQS 

98. If you need help 

(P) promptly and politely 

(Q) ask for attendants 

(R) to help our customers 

(S) who have instructions. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQPR 

(b) QPSR 

(c) QSRP- 

(d) SQRP 

99. He was so kind and generous 

that 

(P) he not only 

(Q) made others do so 

(R) but also 

(S) helped them himself. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ 

(b) SPQR 

(c) PRSQ 
Id) QPRS 

100. People 

(P) at his dispensary 

(Q) went to him 

(R) of all professions 

(S) for medicine and treatment. 
The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPRS 

(b) RPQS 

(c) RQSP 

(d) QRPS 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

(items 101 to 105) 

Directions: 

In items 101 to 105 each passage 
consists of six sentences. The first and 
the sixth sentences are given in the 
beginning. The middle four sentences 
in each have been removed and 
jumbled up. These are labelled P, Q, R 
and S. You are required to find out the 


proper order for the four sentences and 
mark accordingly on the Answer Sheet. 

Example: 

Sv There was a boy named Jack. 

S6: At last she turned him out of the 
house. 

P: So the mother asked him to find 
work. 

Q: They were very poor. 

R: He lived with his mother. 

Sr But Jack refused to work. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RQPS 

(i b ) PQRS 

(c) QPRS 

(d) RPSQ 

Explanation: The proper sequence 
in this Example is: R Q P S which is 
marked (a). Therefore 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 101 to 105. 

101. Si: Hungary, with a popula¬ 
tion of about ten million, lies between 
Czechoslovakia to the north and Yugos¬ 
lavia to the south. 

Sf,: The new industries derive 
mainly from agricultural production. 

P: Here a great deal of grain is 
grown. 

Q: In recent years, however, 
progress has been made also in the field 
of industrialization. 

R: Most of this country consists of 
an extremely fertile plain, through 
which the river Danube flows. 

S: In addition to grain, the plain 
produces potatoes, sugar, wine and 
livestock. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QRSP 

(b) RPSQ 

(c) PRSQ 

(d) RQSP 

102. Si: There is only one monkey 
we can thoroughly recommend as an 
indoor pet. 

S6: Finally, let me say that no other 
monkey has a better temper or more 
winning ways. 

P: They quickly die from colds and 
coughs after the first winter fogs. 

Q: It is the beautiful and intelligent 
Capuchin monkey. 

R: The lively little Capuchins, how¬ 
ever, may be left for years in an English 
house without the least danger to their 
health. 

S: The Marmosets, it is true, are 


more beautiful than the Capuchins and 
just as pleasing, but they are too deli¬ 
cate for the English climate. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQRS 

(b) QRPS 

(c) QSPR 

(d) RPSQ 

103. Si: There is a touching story 
of Professor Hardy visiting Ramanujan 
as he lay desperately ill in hospital at 
Putney. 

S6: It is the lowest number that can 
be expressed in two different ways as 
the sum of two cubes". 

P: "No, Hardy, that is not a dull 
number in the very least. 

Q: Hardy, who was a very shy man, 
could not find the words for his dis¬ 
tress. 

R: It was 1729. 

S: The best he could do, as he got to 
the bedside was: "I say, Ramanujan, 1 
thought the number of the taxi I came 
down in was a very dull number.'' 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RPSQ 

(b) QSRP 

(c) QSPR 

(d) SQRP 

104. Si: Growing up means not 
only getting larger, but also using our 
senses and our brains to become more 
aware of the things around us. 

St. In other words, we must 
develop and use our ability to reason, 
because the destruction or the preserva¬ 
tion of the places in which we live 
depends on us. 

P: Not only does he have a memory 
but he is able to think and reason. 

Q: In this, man differs from all 
other animals. 

R: Before we spray our roadside 
plants or turn sewage into our rivers, 
we should pause to think what the 
results of our actions are likely to be. 

S: That is to say, he is able to plan 
what he is going to do in the light of his 
experience before he does it. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QRSP 

(b) SPQR 

(c) SPRQ 

(d) QPSR 

105. Si: But how does a new word 
get into the dictionary? 

Ss: He sorts them according to their 
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grammatical function, and carefully 
writes a definition. 

P: When a new dictionary is being 
edited, a lexicographer collects all the 
alphabetically arranged citation slips 
for a particular word. 

Q: The dictionary makers notice it 
and make a note of it on a citation slip. 

R: The moment a new word is 
coined, it usually enters the spoken lan¬ 
guage. 

S: The word then passes from the 
realm of hearing to the realm of writing. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQRS 
(ft ) PRSQ 

(c) RQPS 

(d) RSQP 

SELECTING WORDS 

(Items 106 to 120) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (items 106 
to 120) at certain points, you are given a 
choice of three words marked (a), (b), 
(c). Choose the best word from these 
three and indicate your choice in the 
relevant column of ymjr Answer Sheet. 
Examples Zi and Z 2 have been solved 
for you. 

Zi. The 

(a) boy 
(ft) horse 
(c) dog 

was in the school in Shimla. 

Z 2 (a) She 

(b) U 

(c) He 
was homesick. 

Explanation : Out of the list given in 
item Zi, only 'boy' is the correct answer. 
So 'a' should be indicated as your 
response. For item Z 2 ‘C is the correct 
answer, because that is the pronoun 
which refers back to the noun 'boy'. 

Now attempt items 106 to 120. 

India will find herself again when 
freedom opens out new horizons. Fu¬ 
ture will then fascinate her far more 
than the immediate past of frustration 
and humiliation. She will go 

106. (a) forward 
Ob) up 

(c) in 

with confidence, rooted in herself and 
yet eager to leam from others and co¬ 
operate with them. Today she swings 

107. (a) among 
(ft) between 
(c) amidst 


a blind adherence to her old customs 
and a slavish imitation of foreign ways. 
In 

108. (a) neither 
(ft) either 
ic) both 

of these can she find relief or life or 
growth. It is obvious that she has to 
come out of her 

109. (a) groove 

(b) cell 

ic) shell 
and take full part 

110. (a) between 

(b) in 

(r) of 

the life and activities of the modem age. 
It should be equally 

111. (a) obvious 

(b) important 

( c) patent 

that there can be no real cultural or 
spiritual growth based on imitation. 
Such imitation can only be 

112. (a) confined 
(ft) ascribed 

(c) linked 

to a small number which cuts itself 

113. (a) out 
(ft) off 
(c) down 

from the masses and the 

114. (a) Jakes 

(b) wells 

(c) springs 

of national life. True culture derives its 

115. (a) ideal 

(b) force 

(c) inspiration 

from every corner of the world, but it is 

116. (a) indigenous 
(ft) home-grown 
(c) original 

and has to be 

117. (a) based 

( b ) dependent 

(c) identified 

on the wide mass of the people. Art and 
literature remain 

118. (a) static 

(b) lifeless 

(c) inert 
if they are 

119. (a) blindly 

(b) rapidly 

(c) continually 

thinking of foreign models. The day of 
a 

120. (a) tribal 

(b) narrow 

(c) communal 

culture confined to a small fastidious 


group is past. We have to think in terms 
of the people generally, and their cul¬ 
ture must be a continuation and 
development of past trends and also 
represent their new urges and creative 
tendencies. 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. ( d ) No error. 

2. (ft) 'than the rain, heavy and stor¬ 

my, rushed in'. 

3. (b) 'we entered the room'. 

4. (ft) 'my tooth stopped aching’. 

5. (b) 'the health and happiness'. 

6. (ft) 'waiting for'. 

7. (c) 'won't you?' 

8 (c) 'his drearfi now is to visit the 
moon’. 

9. (a) 'The meeting was adjournec. 
abruptly' 

10. (c) 'was allowed to go near the 

factory'. 

11. (c) 'I would have helped him'. 

12. (a) 'Mr Smith was accused of 

murder’ 

13. (a) TJnless you stop making noise 

at once'. 


14. (a) 'Hecouldn 

thelp'. 

15. (d) No error. 

16. ( b) 

17. (ft) 

18. (a) 

19. ( d) 

20. (r) 

21 (ft) 

22. (b) 

23. (d) 

24. (c) 

25. (a) 

26. ( b ) 

27. (ft) 

28. (c) 

29 (b) 

30. (a) 

31. (d) 

32. (c) 

33. id) 

34. (a) 

35. (a) 

36. (a) 

37. (a) 

38. (d) 

39. (c) 

40. (ft) 

41 (d) 

42. (a) 

43. ( b) 

44. (a) 

45. (b) 

46. id) 

47. (a) 

48. id) 

49. (a) 

50. (£>) 

51. (b) 

52. (b) 

53. (c) 

54. (ft) 

55. (c) 

56. (c) 

57. (a) 

58. (c) 

59. (d) 

60. (c) 

61 (c) 

62. (d) 

63. (ft) 

64. (c) 

65. (c) 

66. (ft) 

67. (a) 

68. (d) 

69. (c) 

70. (d) 

71. (a) 

72. (a) 

73. <«) 

74. (ft) 

75. ic) 

76. (c) 

77. (d) 

78. (ft) 

79. (d) 

80. (d) 

81. (c) 

82. (a) 

83.' (ft) 

84. (a) 

85. ( d) 

86. (ft) 

87. (c) 

88. (a) 

89. (C) 

90. (ft) 

91. (d) 

92. (a) 

93. id) 

94. (d) 

95. (d) 

96. id) 

97. (b) 

98. (c) 

99. (a) 

100. (c) 

101. (ft) 

102. {c) 

103. ( b ) 

104. (d) 

105. id) 

106. (a) 

107. (ft) 

108. (a) 

109. (c) 

110. (ft) 

111. (a) 

112. (a) 

113. (ft) 

114. ic) 

115. (c) 

116. (a) 

117. (ft) 

118. (b) 

119. (c) 

T20. (ft) 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


The following questions were set in an examination held by 
Bihar Public Service Commisswn recently. 

We are grateful to Mr Mohd Irshad of PO. Ramna for 
sending these questions to us. 

1. If you weigh 60 kg on this Earth your weight on the 
Moon will be: 

(a) 120 kg (b) 60 kg 

(c) 30 kg <d) 10 kg 

2. Genetic engineering is the term associated with: 

(a) Heavy engineering (b) Human breeding 

(c) Chemical engineering ( d ) Medical treatment 

3. The Planets on either side of the Earth are: 

(a) Mercury & Venus (b) Venus & Saturn 
(c) Mars & Jupiter (d) Mars & Venus 

4. The most abundant element on the earth crust is: 

(a) Silicon (b) Oxygen 

(c) Aluminium (d) Calcium 

5. The first scientist who demonstrated the circulation of 
blood was: 

(a) George Cuvier (b) Richard Owen 
(c) Edward Tyson (d) Wiliam Harvey 

6. Rickets is disease of bones caused by the deficiency of: 

(a) Vitamin A (b) Vitamin B 

(r) Vitamin C (d) Vitamin D 

7. The full form of D.D.T. is: 

(a) Dichlom-Dimethyl Trichloroethane 

(b) Dichloro-Diethyl Trichloromethane 

(c) Dichloro-Diphenyl Trichloromethane 

(d) Dichloro-Diphenyl Trichloroethane 

8. Gasohol is used as fuel for automobiles. It is: 

(a) Petrol (b) L.P.G. 

(c) Diesel (d) mixture of alcohol & petrol 

V. Which of the following is not true regarding strato¬ 
sphere? 

(a) It is the lowest layer of atmosphere covering the 
earth 

(b) It contains thick layer of Ozone 

(c) It absorbs Ultra-violet radiation 

(d) Its thickness is decreasing slowly 

10. Location of the Death Valley is: 

(a) Sahara Desert (b) Kalahari Desert 

(c) California State (d) None of these 

11. Which City is known as Granite City 


(a) Aberdeen (b) Oxford 

(c) Paris (d) London 

12. Kabalega is a National Park of: 

(a) Uganda (b) U.S.A, 

(c) Canada (d) Brazil 

13. Leningrad is on the bank of: 

(8) Tiber river (b) Elba river 

(c) Neva river (d) Clyde river 

14. Tropical grassland of Africa is known as: 

(a) Steppes (b) Pampas 

(c) Savannas (d) Prairies 

15. The London type of Smog is that which: 

(a) contains nitrogen oxide, ozone, PAN etc. 

(b) is effective in sunlight in the afternoon 

(C) contains high concentration of sulphur dioxide 

(d) is called photo chemical smog 

16. You have to choose the correct sequence in decreas¬ 
ing order of wattage of these home appliances. (/) 0.5 H.P. 
Water pump: (zi) Mercury tube • ( lit) Room heater: (w) Neon 
bulb: 

(fl) 3,1,2, 4. (b) 3,2,1,4 

(c) 2,1,3,4 (d) 4,2,1,3 

17. L.P.G consists of mainly- 

(a) Methane, ethane, hexane 

(b) Methane, ethane, nonane 
(r) Methane, propane, butane 

(d) Ethane, butane, hexane 

18. Ganga when flows in Bangladesh, takes the name of. 

(a) Padma (b) Meghna 

(c) Surma (d) Swam Ganga 

IV. The river that crosses the Equator twice is: 

(a) Amazon (b) Nile 

(c) Congo (d) Niger 

20. Diegogarcia Islands are located in: 

(8) S. Atlantic (b) N. Atlantic 

(c) Indian Ocean (d) None of these 


21. 'Sun belt'is in: 
(a) U|S.A. 

(c) Sudan 


(b) Saudi Arab 
(d) Kenya 


22. Largest district in India (in area) is: 

(a) Bundelkhand (b) Ranchi 

(c) Baatar (d) Patiala 

23. Farakka Barrage is constructed on: 
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(4) Booghly river (b) Ajay river 
(c) Mahi river (d) None of these 

24. Total area of India is approximately: 

(a) 2.4% (b) 3.8% 

(c) 4.5% (d) 5.0% 

of the World 

r 

25. Bihar was separated from Bengal on: 

(a) 1st April 1912 ( b ) 1st April 1926 

(c) 22nd Dec 1926 (d) 15th June 1938 

26. The remains of the Harappan Culture were first 
found at: 

(a) MohenjoDaro (b) Harappa 

(c) Chanhu Daro (d) Surkotada 

■ 27. The Charar-e-Sharif has been in the news recently. It 
is the shrine of the Sufi saint: 

(a) Shah Nur-i-Alam (b) Baba Nuruddin 

(c) NurSatguru (d) Sheikh Nuruddin 

28. The Wahabi Movement was started in India by: 

(a) Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab 

(b) Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 

(c) Sayyad Ahmad of Rai Bareli 

(d) None of the above 

29. Who was the founder of the Azad Hind Fauj? 

(a) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

(b) Rash Behari Bose (r) both (a) and (b) 

(d) neither (a) nor (b) 

30. In which year was the Indtan National Trade Union 
Congress founded? 

(a) 1929 (b) 1937 

(c) 1942 (d) 1947 

31. “Mother India" was written by: 

(a) V.D. Savarkar (b) Katherine Mayo 

(c) Lala Lajpat Rai (d) None of the above 

32. Who among the following has been sworn in as the 
new President of Greece? 

(a) Andreas Papandreou 
, (b) Antony Karamanlis 

( c) Anthony Mascarenhas 

(d) Costis Stephano Poulos 

33. The Italian Prime Minister who recently won a con¬ 
fidence vote in Parliament by a slender majority is: 

(a) Renata Ruggiero (b) LambertoDini 
(c) Silvio Berlusconi (d) None of the above 

34. The Wills World Cup Cricket Tournament was 
hqsted in 19% by: 

(«) India (b) Pakistan 

(c) Sri Lanka (d) all the above 

35. Which erne of the following is not included in the 
Thratna of Jainism? 


(a) Right knowledge , (b) Right faith 
(c) Right speech (d) Right action 

36. Who among the following film-personalities has not 
yet received the Dada Saheb Phalke Award for distinguished 
service to the film industry? 

(a) Raj Kapoor ( b ) NaushadAli 

(c) Sunil Dutt (d) Ashok Kumar 

37. The defence outlay proposed in the Union Budget 
for 1995-% is: 

(a) Rs 28,000 Crores (b) Rs 25,500 Crores 
(c) Rs 30,000 Crores (d) Rs 22,000 Crores 

38. The Kalidas Samman for 1994-95 in dance has been 
awarded to: 

(a) Sandhya Mukherjee 

(b) ShantaRao 

(c) T.T. Raman Kutty Nair 

(d) None of the above 

39. Recently Turkey invaded Kurdish Settlements in 
Iraq. Besides Turkey and Iraq which of the following coun¬ 
tries also has a sizeable population of Kurds? 

(a) Syria (b) Lebanon 

(c) Iran (d) Afghanistan 

40. What is the full form of the term "NAFTA"? 

(a) North Atlantic Free Trade Association 

(b) North American Free Trade Agreement 

(c) North Atlantic Free Transport Association 

(d) North American Free Trade Association 

41. Name the U.N. diplomat who is exploring a peaceful 
solution for the present war in Afghanistan: 

(a) Boutros Gheli . (b) Mehmoud-Meistri 

(c) Agha Khan (d) None of the above 

42. There is presently a demand for the review of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. When was it first signed? 

(a) 1954 (b) 1960 

(c) 1964 .(d) 1%8 

43. Name the capital of Slovenia: 

(a) Prague (b) Ljubljana 

(c) Bratislava (d) Honiara 

44. The Economic Survey Report for 1994-95 maintains 
that the rate of growth for Indian Industry in the last year 
was: 

(a) 6% (b) 8% 

(c) 9.5% (d) 6.5% 

45. The Centenary Beighton Cup Hockey Tournament 
was won by: 

(a) Indian Railways (b) Tamil Nadu 
(c) Indian Airlines (C) None of the above 

46. Which of the following cities in Japan recently suf¬ 
fered from a major earthquake? 

(a) Nagasaki (b) Kobe . 
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(c) Hokaido (d) Tokyo 

47. The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament 
and Development for the year 1994 was given to: 

( 0 ) Nelson Mandela 

( b ) Bishop Desmond Tutu 
x (r) Trevor Huddleston- 

(d) Nomaza Paintin 

48. The Olympic Games in the year 2000 are to be held 
at: 

( 0 ) Beijing (b) Shanghai 

(c) Sydney (d) Canberra 

49. The rise of the Magadhan empire can be traced back 
to the: 

(a) Haranyaka dynasty 

(b) Sunga dynasty 

(c) Nanda dynasty 

(d) Maurya dynasty 

50. Red haematite is an ore of: 

( 0 ) iron ( b ) copper 

(c) silver (d) mercury 

The questions given below were set in Banking Service 
Recruitment Board (Madras) Probationary Officers' Examina¬ 
tion. 1996 

51. Which of the following institutions recently devel¬ 
oped the first Robot in India named "PROGMAN 150"? 

(a) Centre for the Development of Advanced 
computing, Pune 

(b) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

(c) Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay 

(d) Centre for Artificial Intelligence & Robots, 
Bangalore 

52. Which of the following is the currency of Italy? 

(a) Dollar (b) Schilling 

(r) Rial (d) Lira 

53. The change of seasons on earth is caused because of: 

(a) Earth revolving around its own axis 

(b) Moon revolving around the Earth 

(c) Earth revolving around the Sun 

(d) Sun revolving around its own axis 

54. Manipu r State touches the border of which country? 

( 0 ) Pakistan ( b ) Nepal 

1 (c) Bangladesh ■ (d) Myanmar 

55. The Headquarters of SAARC is located in which 
city? 

( 0 ) New Delhi (f>) Colombo 

(c) Islamabad (d) Kathmandu 

56. Which of the following Plants/Institutions of Indian 
Railways is located at Kapurthala? 

(a) Wheel and Axle Plant 

(b) Institute of Rail Transport 


- (c) Rail Coach Factory 

(d) Diesel Locomotive Works 

57. As part of Integrated Rural Development Pro¬ 
gramme (IRDP), the Centra] Government has proposed to set 
up a mini-ITL (Industrial Training Institute): 

(a) in every District (b) in every Block 

(c) in every Panchayat 

(d) in a cluster of three Blocks 
(c) in a duster of five Panchayats 

58. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, 1919 occurred at which 
of the following places? 

( 0 ) Meerut (b) Panipat 

, (c) Amritsar (d) Patiala 

59. At present, Indian nationals do not require visa for 
visiting which of the following countries? 

( 0 ) Sri Lanka ( b ) Bhutan 

(c) Saudi Arabia (d) South Africa 

60. The world's largest Personal Computer Network 
Service is provided by which of the following? 

( 0 ) ERNET ( b ) Intel 

(c) Internet (d) Technet 

61. Mr Renato Ruggiero is the Chief of which of the 
following international bodies? 

( 0 ) 1ME . (b) UNESCO 

(r) ASEAN (d) WHO 

(e) WTO 

62. The Parliament of Switzerland is known as: 

( 0 ) Majlis 

(b) National Council (or Federal Assembly) 

(c) Althing (d) Congress 

63. The International Bank for Reconstruction and De¬ 
velopment (IBRD) has agreed to provide India a loan of 142 
million dollars, to be spent by seven States, for setting up 
which of the following? 

( 0 ) Surface or ground water hydrology projects 

(b) Small Scale Industries in semi-urban and rural 
areas. 

(c) Low cost housing projects in rural areas 

(d) Cold storages in semi-urban and rural areas 

(e) Krishi Vigyan Kendras in rural areas 

64. Who among the following was conferred Mahatim 
Gandhi World Peace Award for the year 1995? 

( 0 ) Archbishop Trevelnr Huddleston 

(b) Dr N.N. Drozolov 

(c) Jullius Nyrere 

(d) Gen Olusegun Okasanjo 

(e) Dr Hogen Fukunaga 

65. Among which of the following countries won Sultar 
Azlan Shah Hockey Tournament held at Kuala Lumpur ir 
1995? 
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(a) Germany (b) Holland 

I (c) Iran * (d) India 

66 President's rule was imposed m Uttar Pradesh when 
the Government of Bahujan Samaj Party headed by May¬ 
awati resigned due to which of the following reasons? 

(a) When Sama)wadi Party withdrew its support from 
Bahujan Samaj Party 

(b) When Congress (I) withdrew its support from S P 
and BSP combine 

(r) Due to Uttarakhand agitation government could 
not maintain law and Older 
(d) When Bharatiya Janata Party withdrew its support 
to Bahujan Samaj Party 

67 for which of the following purposes "Operation 
Sunshine' was launched by a country recently 7 

(a) 11 was an army operation launched to flushout 
trained militants from Jammu & Kashmir border 

(b) T his operation was meant for complete eradication 
of Malaria and Polio from rural and urban areas 

(c) It was a mass literacy programme launched for 
primary education foi children below the age of 
tight 

(if) It was rapid action by the scientists to fight against 
infectious disease by inventing new drugs 
(i) This was an army operation launched by 
Coe eminent foices in Sri Lanka to attack ITU 
militants in Jaffna 

68 The comment "11 the village pei ishes, India perishes, 
India will be no more her own mission will be lost is said 
by whom 7 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Dadabhai Naoro|i 
(i) Sundeilal Bahuguna 

(d) Rabindranath Tagore- 

At which place a "model town" is being set up with 
I collaboration of Japan 7 

(a) Gurgaon ( b ) Chandigarh 

(c) Ambala (d) Hyderabad 

70 "INVESTOR 95" was recently held at Jaipur organ 
ised by Confederation of Indian Industry (CIJ) to attract 
investment in which sector 7 

(a) Aviation (b) Tourism 

(i) Telecommunication 

(d) Power 

71 Who among the following was author of the book 
'Mntunjaya" which was conferred the Moorhdevi Award for 
the year 1994 7 

(a) Dr Dharmavir Bharti 

(b) N Balmani Amma 

(c) Shivaji Sawant 

(d) Harbhajan Singh 


72 "The National League of Democracy" a political or¬ 
ganisation/ party has been set up in which of fol lowing coun 
tries recently 7 

(a) Sn Lanka (b) Nepal 

(c) Myanmai (d) Bangladesh 

(e) None of these 

73 "Zurich" known as the financial capital market of 
Europe, is situated in which count!y 7 

(a) France (b) Sweden 

(f) Switzerland (d) USA 

(e) None of these 

74 Hage G Gejngob who recently visited India belongs 
to which country 7 

(a) Namibia (b) South Korea 

(r) Zimbabwe (d) Tenzania 

(p) Uzbekistan 

75 Which State has signed Memorandum of Und<*i 
standing (MoU) of 450 crore with Israel foi v anous develop 
mental works of the State 7 

(a) Bihir ( b) Onssa 

(r) Maharashtra ( d ) Punjab 

(e) None of these 

76 National Dairy Research Centre is situated at w hich 
place 7 

(a) Bhopal (b) Dehradun 

(r) Anand (d) Pune 

(p) Kamal 

77 The C apital of 'United Arab I- mirates is 

(a) Addis Ababa ( b) Abu Dhabi 

(i) Teheran (d) Baghdad 

(р) Amman 

78 The science which deals m functioning, research and 
development m extreme low temperature is known as 

(a) Cryptography ( b) ( ryogenics 

(с) Ceramics (d) Mycology 

(e) Cytogemcs 

79 I lumanity Protection Forum (HPF), an organisation 
for observing Human Rights violation, is set up among 
which community 7 

(a) Nepali (b) Gotkha 

(c) Chakmas (if) Nagas 

(e) None of these 

80 Which among the following is the ( >erm?n lines 7 

(a) 1 ufthansa (b) Aeroflot 

(c) Transworid (d) Quantas 

« JAL 

81 In the Historical Judgement of the Supieme Com t, 
services of whom has been brought undei the ambit of Con¬ 
sumer Protection Act, 19% 7 

(a) Scientists (b) Doctors 


(c) Professors (d) Engineers 

82. The term 'Off-side' is associated with which 
game/sports? 

'(a) Badminton 

(b) Volleyball 

(c) Tennis 

(d) Hockey 

(?) None of these 

83. The Indian Parliament passed the 86th Constitu¬ 
tional (Amendment) Bill to facilitate: 

(a) Parliament approved a Constitutional Amendment 
Bill on Land Reforms Laws, in several States under 
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution. 

( b ) Reservations of seats for promotions of the 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe employees 
in the government 

(c) The bill passed enabling reformation in the 
Telecommunication Sector 

(d) The Amendment included two hill districts of 
Assam in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution 


ANSWERS 


I. (d) 

2- (d) 

3. (d) 

4 

.(b) 

5 (d) 

6, id) 

7. (d) 

8. (d) 

9 

.(a) 

10. (c) 

11. («) 

12. (a) 

13. (c) 

14. 

(c) 

15. (c) 

16. (a) 

17. (c) 

18. (a) 

19. 

(c) 

20. ( c) 

21. (a) 

22. (c) 

23. (a) 

24. 

(a) 

25 (a) 

26. (a) 

27. (d) 






28. (c) Oxford History of India by Vincent Smith Page 803 

29. (a) 

30. (d) An Advanced History of India by R.C. Majumdar 



and others—page 

957. 




31. (b) 

32. (b) 

33. 

(b) 

34. 

(d) 

35. (b) 

36. (c) 

37. (b) 

38. 

(b) 

39. 

(c) 

40. (bX 

41. (b) 

42. (d) 

43. 

(b) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (a) 

46. (6) 

47. (c)* 







48. (c) The 1996 Summer Olympic Games are to be held at 
Atlanta (U.S.A.) 

Sydney (Australia) will be the venue of Summer 
Olympic Games in the year 2000. 


49. (b) 

50. 

(a) 

51. (d) 

52. 

(d) 

53. (c) 

54. (d) 

55. 

(d) 

56. (c) 

57. 

(b) 

58. (c) 

59. (b) 

60. 

(c) 

61. (e) 

62. 

(b) 

63. (a) 

64. (e) 

65. 

(d) 

66. (d) 

67. 

(e) 

68. (a) 

69. (a) 

70. 

(*) 

71. (c) 

72. 

(c) 

73. (c) 

74. (a) 

75. 

(b) 

76. (e) 

77. 

(b) 

78. (b) 

79. (c) 

80. 

(a) 

81. ( b) 

82. 

<d) 

83. ( b ) 


IPS ACADEMY 


(INDORE PROFESSIONAL STUDIES ACADEMY) 
A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 

(APPROVED BY M.P. GOVERNMENT & 
AICTE, AFFILIATED TO DAW INDORE) 

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 

(MBA, BBA, MBA (PT)*) 

SCHOOL OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

(BHM Craftsman Course*) 

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

(B. Arch.) 

SCHOOL OF COMPUTERS 

(MCA, PGDCA) 

COLLEGE OF COMMERCE 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Qs. 1-8. Find out the missing numbers: 


1. 83; 82; 81; 

69; 60; 33. 


(a) 73 

(b) 80 

(c) 75 

(d) 77 

(e) None of these 


2 77; 78; 77; 81; 

73;..; 55. 


(a) 69 

(b) 71 

(c) 82 

(d) 80 

(e) None of these 


3 6,7,9; 13; 21; 

... 


(a) 25 

(b) 29 

(c) 37 

(d) 32 

(e) None of these 


4 5; 7; ..,9,7; 11; 8; 13. 


(a) 8 

(b) 6 

(c) 10 

(d) 7 

(e) None of these 


5 4; 8; 12; 24; 36; 72;. 


(a) 108 

(b) % 

(c) 92 

(d) 8b 

(<?) None of these 


6. 9.5; 21; 45; 94 

;...; 392 


(a) 204 

<b) 206 

(c) 192 

(d) 193 

(e) None of these 


7. 1,2; 3,5, 7, .. 



(a) 8 

(b) 9 

(c) 10 

(d) 13 

(e) None of these 


8. 3,6; 6,12; 9;. 

• ;12 


(a) 15 

(b) 18 

(c) 11 

(d) 13 

(p) None of these 



Qs. 9-12. In questions given below, four out of the 
five given sets of numbers follow the same pattern 
while tiie fifth is different. Your task is to find out the set 
that does not match with others. 


9. (a) 3(58)7 

(b) 1(10)3 

(c) 2(20)4 

(d) 5(51)6 

(e) 8(145)9 


10. (a) 4(36)2 

(b) 10(102)1 

(c) 6(121)5 

(d) 3(49)4 

(e) 7(225)8 


11. (a) 8(39)5 

(b) 12(44)10 

<c) 7(48)1 

<d) 9(45)6 

(a) 5(17)2 


12. (a) 5(68)9 

(b) 11(8)13 

(c) 3(27)6 

(«f, 7(125)12 

(e) 6(64)10 



Qs. 13-16. If + is x, - is +, x is + and + is Sven: 


13. 21+8 + 2-12x3-? 

(a) 14 ( b) 9 (c) 13.5 

(d) 11 (p) None of these 


14. 6 + 7x3-8 + 20 = ? 

(«) -3 (6) 7 (c) 2 

(d) 1 (e) None of these 

15. 15x5 + 3 + 1-1=? 

(a) -1 (b) -2 (c) 3 

(d) 1 (e) None of these 

16. 9-3 + 2 + 16x2 = ? 

(a) 7 (b) 5 (c) 9 

(d) 6 (e) None of these 

Qs. 17 to 20. Write the first half of the alphabet^, 
spacing them in such a way that a letter can be inserted 
between each two. Insert the remaining half letters in 
the gaps respectively and end the series with Z. 

Now answer the following questions: 

17 'H'is between 

(a) RandS (b) UandV 

(c) SandT <d) TandU 

(p) None of these 

18. The letter after 'W' is 

(a) J (b) X (c) I 

(d) K (r) None of these 

19. Which popular word can be formed with the 9th, 
17th, 21st and 23rd letters? 

20. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 17th letter 
from the right and 14th from the left? 


(a) F 
(d) U 

(b) S 

(p) None of these 

(c) G 

Qs. 21 to 25. Find the odd-man out 


21. (a) DFHB 
(c) PRTN 
(p) GIKE 


(b) KMOJ 
(d) XZBV 

22. (a) CX 
!c) I.N 
te) KP 


(b) FU 
(d) HS 

23. (a) JKMP 
(c) WXZC 
(e) KLNQ 


(b) GHJM 
(d) 5TWZ 

24. (a) GEK 
(c) RPV 
(r) PNT 


(b) MKQ 
(d) ECH 

25. (a) RNMQ 
(c) L1HK 


(b) GDCF 
(d) TQPS 


(e) AXWZ 
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Q* 26 to 55. Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, I 
0 and E. You have to find out which of the Answer Figures would be die next one in the series of Problem Figure 
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Find the odd-man out: 



•/ 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (d) Go on deductingl 2 ; 1 3 ; 2 2 ; 2 3 ; 3 2 ... from numbers. 

2. (c) Addl 2 ;deductl 3 ;add2;deduct2‘;add3 2 ;... 

3. (c) The next number is double -5 of the preceding num¬ 

ber. 

4. (b) There are two series: 5,6,7,8.. and 7,9, 11,13... 

5. (a) Make sets of three: 4 x 2 * 8; 4 x 3 = 12; 12 x 2 ■= 24; 

12x 3 = 36; 36 x 2... 

6. (d) Double the first number and add 2; douole the second 

number and add 3; double the third number and add 
4... 

7. (e) 11. It is the series of prime numbers. 

8. (b) There are two series, 3,6,9... and 6,12,18. 

9. (d) In all the others the number m the bracket is the total 


of squares of the numbers on left and right. 

10. (b) Add the numbers outside the brackets, the square of 

the total is the number m the bracket. 

11. {() Deduct the square of number on the right from the 

square of the number on the left. 

12. (a) Deduct the number of the left from number on the 

right. The number in the bracket is this number's cube. 
13 (b) 14 (c) 15. (d) 16. (a) 17. (d) 

18. (d) 19. LIKE 20. lb) 21. (b) 22. (c) 

23. (d) 24. (d) 25. (a) 

For answering the next set of questions, keep the following 
points in mind: 

(i) Study each figure of the question independently as well 
as in relationship with other figures. 

(n) Movement of each figure ought to be studied very care¬ 
fully. The figure may change direction at its own place 
(fg 37, 43, 48 etc.) or may hit, swing, turn upside 
down, rotate or bend at a certain angle during its move¬ 
ment which may be clockwise, anti-clockwise, right left, 
up and down, from corner to comer or along cm tain 
points. All the figures of the question need not follow the 
same direction, (eg Qs. 26,28, 35,38,44,55 etc.) 

(tu) The speed of the movement may be uniform, or the 
figure may gam or lose speed with each step It may take 
one stride in one movement and two in the next The 
speed of all the figures m a question need not be the 
same (eg Qs. 28, 30,50,55 etc.) 

(iv) Something may be added or dropped from the figure in 
each step or according to a definite pattern, (e.g. Qs. 39, 
40,51 etc) 

(n) The figures may interchange places according to a set 
pattern, (e g Qs. 33,38,46,54 etc.) 


26 
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- 27 
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28 
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32. 
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33. 
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34. 

D 

35. 
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E 

37. 

B 
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44. 
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45. 

F, 

46. 

A 

47. 

D 

48. 

C 

49. 

B 

50. 

F 

51 

C 

52 

A 

53. 

D 

54. 

B 

55. 

A 


56. A. The number of lines m each figure cross one another. 

57. C Each figure has one side extra. 

58 E The figures fit into one another. 

59. B. Figures blend together in a definite pattern. 

60. D. Figures form groups of one, two and three. 

61. B Figures interchange places and change m size 

62. B. The same figure turns at an angle of 90°. 

63. A. Figures interchange places. 

64. D. Same as 59. 

65. B. Lines come together according to a pattern. 

66. C. The inner figure ought to have two sides extra. 

67. D. The figures/lines crossing each other ought to be iden¬ 

tical. 


68. C. One figure should be different from the other two. 

69. A. The inner figure should have only one side less. 

70. B. The pattern is wrong. 

71. E. One of the figures should have one straight line more. 

72. C. All the others have one curve and two straight lines. 

73. B. All the others have two arcs and two identical figures 

made with straight lines. 

74. D. Right and left arms and legs ought to be in the same 

position. 

75. B. Opposite arms and legs match. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 

1. (n) sky (b) star (r) planet 

id) comet (c) moon 

2. (o) clustei (b) gang (c) herd 

(d) brand (e) bevy 

3. (a) hatred (b) laughter (c) adoration 

id) love (c) dislike 

4. (a) cooler (b) heater (r) umbrella 

(d) stove (c) fan 

5. (a) teeth (b) longue (c) palate 

(d) chin (<>) gum 

6. (a) potato (b) onion (c) tomato 

id) carrot (e) turnip 

7. (a) chess (b) ludo (c) snake-ladder 

id) cards (e) draught-board 

« 8. (a) torrent (b) lake (c) river 

id) stream (e) water-fall 
In questions 9 to 16, the two items given in each ques¬ 
tion have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out the 
pair with similar relationship from (a), (b), (c) and (d). 

9. diamond: ring 


(a) gold: silver 

(b) flowers: vase 

(c) minister: chair 

(d) boat: lake 

10 enter:exit 


(a) welcome: guest 

(b) insult: dislike 

(c) punishment: crime 

(d) former: latter 

11. ball:play 


(a) bat:cricket 

(b) water: liquid 

(c) clothes: wear 

(d) chair: furniture 

12. mirror: reflect 


(a) beauty: enchantment 

(b) fire: burn 

(r) road: vehicles 

(d) money: earning 

13. dawn:morning 


(a) spring: summer 

(b) sun: rruxin 

(c) week: month 

(d) birth: death 

14. war: soldier 


(a) accident: ambulance 

(b) epidemic • doctor 

(c) court: judge 

(d) country: government 

15. mumble: speech 


(a) fall: run 

(b) faint: unconscious 

(c) stagger: walk 

(d) malaria: disease 

16. coffee. beverage 


(a) water:(x:ean 

(b) fixid: survival 

(C) sleep: dream 

(d) lipstick: cosmetics 

Match questions 17 to 22 with (a), (b), (c), (d), (c) and f) on 


the basis of similar relationship among items. The order of 
die items may not be the same. 

17. sun: heat: perspiration 


(a) shoes: sandals: slippers. 

18. knife : steel: utensils 

(b) rain ; flood : clouds. 

19. bicycle; car: bus 

(c) Taj Mahal: U.P.: Agra 

20. forest: rhinoceros: tiger 


(d) root: tree: branch 

21. trunk • tusk: elephant 

(e) tyre: eraser: rubber 

22. intestines: body: stomach 

If) whale: octopus: sea 

Qs. 23-24. A group of seven singers, facing the audience 
are standing in a line on the stage as follows: 

D is to the right of C. 

F is near G. 

B is to the left of F. 

E is to the left of A. 

C and B have one person between them. 

A and D have one singer between them. 

23. Who us on the extreme right? 

to D (b) F (c) G 

(d) E (<•) None of these 

24. If we start counting from the left, on which number is 
C? 

(a) 1st (b) 2nd (c) 3rd 

(d) 5th (r) None of these 

Questions 25 to 27 are based on the word 
IMPERSONATE 

25. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as they have in the alphabetical order? 

to 2 (b) 4 (c) A 

(d) 7 (<■) None of these 

26. If the first three and the last two letters are leit out, 
which popular word can be formed with the remaining let¬ 
ters? 

27. If all the 11 letters in the word were to be arranged 
alphabetically, which letter would be exactly in the middle? 

(a) M (b) P (c) R 

\d) N (e) None of these 

The words in questions 28 to 33 have been given in their 
coded form as well, each small letter representing one of the 
capital letters. Your task is to find out the right code for the 
letters enclosed in box. 


28. P A 

pT|M F. T 


(a) b 

f) g (c) q (d) j 

to k 

f) d 

< 8 ) H 


29. E X 

A[C] T L Y . 


to u 

(6) d (r) k <d) g 

(c) r 

f) m 

0?) b 


30.pT] N 

OTHER 


to~z 

(b) q (r) x (d) d 

to b 

f) f 

<g) k 


31. M A 

CHINE 


to d 

(b) f (c) b (d) q 

(r) w 

(0 ' 

Or) i 


32. L E 

I s |TT] R E 


(«) w 

(b) b (c) p (d) m 

to b 

f) x 

(g) v 
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33. T [FQ I R S T Y 

M f (b) k (c) g (d) x (e) k 
(/) r (g) w 

34. In 1994, Mr Dharamvir celebrated his birthday on 
Sunday in the second week of July while his wife Shanta 
celebrated here on 2nd September which happened to be 
Friday. On which date of July does Mr Dharamvir's birthday 
fall? 

(fl) 8th (b) 9th (c) 10th 

(d) llth (e) None of these 

35. Immediately after a theft, the police caught three 
suspects A, B and C A was wearing black shirt, blue trousers 
and white shoes, B was wearing white shirt, black trousers and 
blue shoes while C had blue shirt, white trousers and black 
shoes. Three persons D, F. and F were called as witnesses The 
police knew that each of the witnesses was giving one correct 
and two wrong facts You have to find out who among A, B 
and C is the thief as identified by the witnesses. 

D—The thief woie blue shirt, white trousers and black 
shoes 

E—Thc thief was wearing white shoes, black trousers and 
blue shut. 

F—The thief was wearing white shirt, black shoes and 
blue trousers 
Who is the thieP 

(«) A (I») B (c) C 

(d) Can't be established 

Five places of tou rist interest A, B, C, D and E are famous 
for their museum, lake, fort, game sanctuary and an age old 
temple but not in the same order. 

A and D do not have museum or a game sanctuary 
C and Lhave no toit 
B has no museum and F has no lake 
D and B do not have any fort or lake. 

Now match the places with the spot they are famous for: 


36 

A 

(a) museum 

37 

B 

(ft) lake 

38 

C 

(c) fort 

39 

D 

(d) game sanctuary 

40 

F 

(e) temple 


SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given two statements follmvcd by 
foui conclusions numbered I, ll, III and IV You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance from 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follows from the txt\> given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts 
Statements- 

41. 1. Some apples are balls. 

2. All balls are cups. 

Conclusions 

I. All cups are balls. 

II. Some apples are cups. 

III. Some apples are not cups. 

IV. Some balls are not apples. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

(d) Only IV follows. 


(e) Either HI or IV follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All dogs are elephants. 

2. All elephants are flowers. 

Conclusions- 

I. Some flowers are dogs. 

II. No dog is flower. 

HI. All dogs are flowers. 

IV All elephants are dogs. 

(a) Only I and III follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only II and IV follow. 

(d) All the conclusions follow. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements. 

43 1 Some goats are horses. 

2 Some horses are icebergs 
Conclusions 

I. Some goats are icebergs. 

II. Some horses are not goats. 

III No goat is an iceberg 

IV Every iceberg is either horse or goat 

(a) Only l follows. 

(b) Father If or HI follows 

(c) Only I and 11 follow 

(d) Either 111 or IV follows 

(e) Either I or HI follows 
Statements 

44. 1. All jugs are kettles 

2 Some kettles are lids. 

Conclusions 

I All jugs are lids 

II. Some lids are jugs 

II I, Some kettles are not jugs. 

IV Every jug is either kettle or lid. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only H follows 

(c) Only HI follows 

(d) Either II or IV follows 
(<•) None follows 

Statements. 

45. J. Some monkeys are nuts. 

2. Some owls are nuts 

Conclusions- 

1. Some monkeys are owls. 

II No monkey is an owl. 

III. Every nut is either a monkey or owl. 

IV. All the nuts are monkeys as well as owls. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(h> Either I or II follows. 

{<’) Either ill or IV follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(c) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some pillows are quilts. 

2. All rugs are quilts. 

Conclusions: 

I. All quilts are pillows. 

II. All quilts are rugs. 

III. Some rugs are pillows. 

IV. Every quilt is either a rug or a pillow. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 
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(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. All shirts are umbrellas. 

2. All trousers are umbrellas. 

Conclusions: 

1. Half the umbrel las are shirts. 

II. Some umbrellas are trousers as well as shirts. 

III. All the umbrellas are either trousers or shirts. 

IV No umbrella is trouser as well as shirt. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. 

(b) Oily II and III follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

\d) Either II or IV follows. 

(e) Only 1, III and IV follow. 

Statements. 

48. 1. Some violets are yellow. 

2. Every yellow item is white. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some violets are white. 

II. Violets that are yellow are not white. 

III. All white items are yellow. 

IV. All violets are white. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

(d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, II arui III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: . 

49. Light takes 3000 years to go from one galaxy to the 
other. 

Assumptions: 

I. There are many galaxies in space. 

II. All the galaxies are at equal distance from our 
galaxy. 

III. Light travels very slowly. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

50. The Observation Homes set up under the amended 
juvenile Justice Act 1986, do not offer any home environment 
to the young offenders. 

Assumptions: 

I. It was felt that the young boys who commit 
some crime should not be kept in regular 
prisons. 

II. The custodians of law were not satisfied with the 
Juvenile Justice Act prior to 1986. 

III. The Observation Homes do not have the right 
type of environment. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only HI is implicit. 


(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. It is reported that during the round the clock telecast 
entitled "India Votes '96", the NDTV team was fed in 'five- star 
luxury' while the DD team almost starved. 

Assumptions: 

I. The performance of NDTV team was much su¬ 
perior to the performance of the DD team. 

II. Financially, the NDTV is better off than the DD. 

III. The authorities got angry with the DD team for 
their blatant frankness. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit 

(d) Either 1 or II is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit 
Statement: 

52. Although Mr X's lawyer advocated his case to the 
best of his capacity, bail was not granted to Mr X. 

Assumptions. 

I. Mr X's lawyer was not very competent. 

II. The judge was biased against Mr X. 

III. There was no provision of bail in crime com¬ 
mitted by Mr X. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

( d) All are implicit. 

(?) Either 1 or HI is implicit. 

Statement- 

53. Vegetables, specially the root-vegetables must be 
properly washed before using them. 

Assumpotions: 

I. The water used for irrigation is usually not very 
clean. 

II. The soil m which the vegetables grow may con¬ 
tain bacteria which is harmful to us. 

III. Proper washing cleans the vegetables from any 
outer infection they might contain. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only III is implicit. 

(c) Only II and III are implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(?) All are implicit. 

Statement. 

54 A devastating fire broke out in the main market of a 
metropolitan near the hotel complex. 

Assumptions: 

I. Some gas cylinder burst. 

II. There was a short circuit. 

III. Some terrorists must have planted bomb in die 
area. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

id) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(?) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. The percentage of listeners interested in classical 
music is much lower than to those who listen to popular film 
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music. 

Assumptions . 

I. Classical music does not appeal to the heart. 

II. For die appreciation of classical arts, one has to 
have special knowledge and understanding. 

III. Classical music is broadcast or telecast quite late 
in the night. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

{d) None is implicit. 

(e) Either II or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

56. In the field of management, women are proving to be 
more efficient than men. 

Assumptions: 

I. Men are rather short tempered. 

11. Women have a natural flair for management. 

HI. Women are, physically, stronger than men. 

(n) Only 1 is implicit. 

( b ) Only I and II are implicit. 

(c) Only II is implicit. 

(d) Only HI is implicit. 

(e) Only II and III are implicit. 

Qs. 57-61. In each question below is given a statement followed 
by three courses of action numbered 1, II and HI. A course of action 
is a step or administrative decision to be taken for improvement, 
follow-up orfurther action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the 
basis of the information given in the statement. You have to assume 
everything in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three 
suggested courses of action logically follows for pursuing. 
Statement: 

57. Some of the historical monuments are very much 
neglected and are in a lamentable condition. 

Courses of action: 

I. The department of tourism should make a sur¬ 
vey of such monuments and make arrange¬ 
ments for their proper maintenance. 

II. The old structure should be demolished and a 
new similar structure should take its place to 
give it a better look. 

HI. Some private sectors should be requested to take 
such places under their wing as they can main¬ 
tain them better as compared to the government. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

> (d) Only I and 111 follow. 

(e) Either I or III follows. 

Statement: 

58. Dehydration takes the toll of many small babies in 
summers, specially in rural areas. 

Courses of action: 

I. The causes of dehydration should be regularly 
made known to the people through mass-media. 

II. Summer camps should be organized tomake the 
rural people aware of the disease. 

HI. Free packets of life saving powder of salt and 
sugar should be available at all health care 
centres. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 


(b) Only n and IH follow. 

(c) Either I or HI follows. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

59. The huge plush farm houses of Hie influential and the 
rich, cropping up near all the big cities in the natural forest 
area are destroying the entire flora and fauna. 

Courses of action: 

I. No encroachment of any sort should be allowed 
outside the limits set for the development of the 
city. 

II. These farm houses should be taken away from 
the owners and turned into forest resorts. 

III. The owners of these houses should be ordered to 
plant a lot of trees in the area owned by them 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only II and in follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows. 

(d) Only I and in follow. 

(e) Only II follows. 

Statement: 

60. Some of the villagers complained that the officer in 
Charge refused to register an FIR they wanted to lodge against 
the outrageous behaviour of some policemen. 

Courses of action: 

I. The officer in charge should be served a show 
cause notice. 

II. The authorities should look into the matter per¬ 
sonally. 

HI. The villagers should be cross questioned. 

(a) Only I follows. • 

(b) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only II follows. 

(d) Either II or IU follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

61. The department of school education is rather worried 
about mushrooming of schools, mostly run by unskilled per¬ 
sons. 

Courses of action: 

I. No one should be allowed to open a school 
without the permission of the department. 

II. The department should have the authority to go 
to any school for surprise inspection and stop it 
from functioning if irregularities are detected. 

HI. There should be a legal punishment for the 
owners of these schools if they appoint unskilled 
teachers. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only UI follows. 

(d) All the three follow. 

(e) Either II or IU follows. 

62. Abha, Beena, Chitra, Dhanwanti and Emma are five 
friends. To find out in which order they would stand accord¬ 
ing to their height, which of foe following informations are 
sufficient? 

L Chitra is taller than Abha but shorter than 
Emma. 

II. Ahha is taller than Beena. 
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■ III. Dhanwanfi is taller than Beena but shorter than 
Abha. 

(a) Only I and II are sufficient. 
lb) Only II and III are sufficient. 

(c) Only I and III are sufficient. 

(i i) All die three are needed. 

(e) Either I or III is sufficient. 

63. Four players P, Q, R and S play a different game each, 

i.e. football, cricket, tennis and badminton, which of the fol¬ 
lowing statements would tell us definitely about the game 
played "by Q? 

I. R and S do not play cricket or tennis nor P plays 
tennis. 

II. Q does not play football or cricket. 

III. P plays cricket. 

{a) Only I is sufficient. 
lb) Only 11 is sufficient. 

(c) Both I and 11 are sufficient. 

(d) Either 1 or II is sufficient. 

(<?) The answer can't be established. 

64. During their engagement party on Nov 5th, which 
happened to be a Sunday, Arti and Mukesh informed their 
friends happily: 

I. On the second Sunday of the next month, we 
shall get married. 

II. Just one month and five days more and we shall 
be husband and wife. 

III. Our marriage has been fixed in the next month, 
exactly on the mid-day between 7th and 13th. 

Which of the statements is/arc necessary to guess the right date 
of their marriage ? 

(a) Only I and II. 

( b) Only II and III. 

(c) All the three. 

(d) Any one from the three. 

(e) Only I and III. 

Below is given a passage followed by seirral possible inferences 
which can be draum from the facts stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference separately in the context of the passage and 
decide upon its degree of truth or falsity. Mark your answers: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(lb) if probably true. 

(c) if the data is inadequate, hence doubtful. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

Anti-nuclear German protesters clashed with police when 
a shipment of nuclear waste was being moved to a medium- 
term storage depot in Gorieben, 120 kilometres from Hanover. 
At least two protesters were injured and dozens detained as 
violence broke out. A train was carrying nuclear waste from 
France. The police who were present in large numbers used 
tear-gas, water cannons and batons to disperse the crowd of 
over a hundred demonstrators. The waste, which crossed into 
Germany from France at midday had made its way 
through most of the country practically unhindered and 
had eluded observers from the environmental group 
Greenpeace. 

65. The transportation of the nuclear waste was being 
made quite secretly. 

(a) □ [b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 


66. The environmental gniup Greenpeace did not have 
any members in the part of the country through which the 
train had travelled. 

(a) □ lb) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. The authorities were expecting protests from the en¬ 
vironmental group. 

{a) □ lb) U (c) □ Id) □ (e) U 

68. It had been the usual practice of France to dump its 
nuclear waste in Germany. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ le) □ 

69. Nuclear waste is harmful for environment. 

la) □ lb) □ (c) □ Id) □ (e) □ 

70. ,The protesters were also loaded with arms to match 
/the police. 

la) □ lb) □ lc) □ Id) □ le) □ 


. ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (a) All the others are heavenly bodies that move in space. 

2. Id) All the others are related to a group. 

3. (6) All the others are emotions. 

4. Id) All the others are used for protection against the 

severity of weather. 

5. Id) All the other parts are inside the mouth 

6. lc) All the others are root vegetables. 

7. Id) All the other games arc played on a board. 

8. (b) All the others have flowing water. 

9. (f>) One adorns the other. 

10. Id) The words are antonyms. 

11. (c) The items have the thing and the way it is used 

relationship. 

12. lb) The relationship is that of the item and it is prime 

natural function. 

13. la) One is followed by the other. 

14. fb) The items have the disaster and the member of the 

team that fights it relationship. 

15. (c) One is a weaker type of expression of the other. 

16 Id) It is the item and the general category it belongs to 
relationship. 

17. lb) 18. lc) 19. (o) 20. If) 21. (d) 

22. lc) 23. lc) 

24. lc) The arrangement is Right™G F B D C A E—Left. As 

they face the audience. 

25. lc) 1A, lO, PR, PS, RS and ON. 

26. REASON. 

27. Id) The arrangement would be AEE1MNOPRST 

For answering questions 28 to 33, sort out common letters in 
the words and match them with common codes, e.g. 'A' is common 
in the first four words, so are 'E'and W in 28th, 30th and 31st, hence 
the code for 'N' would be ‘q, the code for ' b’as it occurs in the 
next question too and the code for ‘A’would be 'd‘. 

28. lb) 29. le) 30. (d) 31. (d) 32. (c) 

33. la) 34. (c) 35. (c) 36. (c) 37. (d) 

38. lb) 39. le) 40. (n) 

For answering the next type of questions, the best way is to draw 
sketches-of all the probable arrangements and then reach the fool¬ 
proofconclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespective 
of its size. Here are a few examples as guidelines. 
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41 (c) 



42 (*) 



(?) /) (B( ) l ) (O'X 1 -') (Wo ) ^ j 1 '*) 


BOOKS FOR 

I n t* i in* t‘ r i n S 4 S e r \ i i v s 
K\i»mi nation 1996 


i l l CTRIc:AI. E\GINEERIMG 


Price I 
(In Rupee*)! 


BL Theraja 

A Textbook of Electrical Technology 

21/e (Deluxe Edn.) 1995 350.00 

Electrical, Electronic and Telecommunication 

Engineering (Objective type) 4/e 1996 - 90.00 

Worked Example* in Electrical Technology 9/e 1996 65.00 

Fundamental* of Electrical Engineering and 

Electronic* 27/e 1996 120.00 


B R Gupta 

Principles of Electrical Engineering 2/e 1996 170.00 

Theory & Problems of Electric Network 1/e 1996 175.00 

VK Mehta 

Principles of Power System 2/e 1995 95.00 



46 (<•) 



49. 

(«) 

50 

(d) 

51. 

(b) 

52. 

(<*) 

S3 

(c) 

• 54. 

(d) 

55. 

(b) 

56. 

(c) 

57 

(«) 

58 

M 

.P9- 

(d) 

60 

V>) 

61 

Id) 

62. 

(c) 

63 

(«) 

64. 

(d) 

65. 

(b) 

66. 

(d) 

67. 

(a) 

68. 

(0 

69 

(«) 

70. 

(<0 








CORRECTION 

Page 926 May '% issue 
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

10. (r) Both are similar activities but one is harsh the 

other is soft and pleasant. 

11. (a) One isspedally made for the safe keeping of the 

other. 

12. (d) One is operated by the other. 


The errors arc regretted. 


MEGHAN I CAL ENGINEERING 


R S Khurmt 

A Textbook of Engineering Mechanics 
(Applied Mechanics) 19/e 1996 120.00 

Strength of Materials 21/e 1996 125.00 

Applied Mechanics and Strength of 
Materials 13/e 1996 90.00 

A Textbook of Hydraulics, Fluid Mechanics and 
Hydraulic Machines 18/e 1995 125.00 

RSKhurmi it J K Gupta 

A Textbook of Machine Design U/e 1996 160.00 

A Textbook of Theory of Machine 12/e 1995 185.00 

A Textbook of Refrigeration and 
Air-conditioning 2/e 1996 185.00 

A Textbook of Workshop Technology : 

Manufacturing Processes 5/e 1995 75.00 

PC Sharma 

A Textbook of Production Engineering 6 ft 1996 130.00 

Production Technology (Manufacturing 

Process) 1/e 1996_ 120.00 


CIVIL ENGINEERING 


V N Van rant & SP Chandoia 

Concise Hand Book of Civil Engineering 2/e 1996 225.00 


MS Shetty 

Concrete Technology 4/e 1995 85.00 

RS Khurmt 

Theory of Structure 10/e 1996 100.00 

DD'Kohlt&RC Kokh 

A Textbook of Estimating, Costing 

and Accounts (Ctvtl) 10/e 1994 90.00 

KN.Duggal 

Elements of Public Health Engineering 4/e 1996 70.00 


j§L S. CHAND & COMPANY LTD. 


— Editor. 




Appointed; Elected Etc 

Benjamin Netanyahu: Prime Minister of 
Israel. 

Lee Teng-hui: Taiwan's first popularly 
elected President. 

Romano Prodi: Prime Minister of Italy. 
He leads Italy's 55th postwar government. 

Jose Maria Aznar: Prime Minister of 
Spain. 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar: Prime Minister 
of Afganistan. 

H.D. Devc Gowda: Prime Minister of 
India. 

Purno A. Sangma: Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. 

Bansi Lai: Chief Minister of Haryana. 

K. Karunanidhi: Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. 

Prafulla Kumar Mohanta: Chief Minis¬ 
ter of Assam. 

E.K. Nayanar: Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. 

R.V. Janakiraman: Chief Minister of 
Pondicherry. 

Jayadewppa Halappa Patel: Chief Min¬ 
ister ci Karnataka. 

Madhu Bhaduri: India's Ambassador to 
Belarus. 

Resigned 

Ychven Marchuk: Prime Minister of 
Ukraine. 

PM Narasimha Rao: Prime Minister of 


. 'I 


India. 

Atal Behari Vajpayee: Prime Minister of 
India. 

A.K. Antony: Chief Minister of Kerala. 

Bhajan Lai: Chief Minister of Haryana. 

Bhumidhar Barman: Chief Minister of 
Assam. 

/. layalalitha: Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. 

V. Vnithilingam: Chief Minister of 
Pondicherry. " 

Pranab Mukherjee: Deputy Chairman 
of Planning Commission. 

Milon K. Banerjee: Attorney General of 
India. 

Died 

N. Sanjiva Reddy Former President of 
India. He was 83. 

Karima Saha: Renowned painter and 
member of the "panohkanya group". She 
was 75. 

Tim Gullikson. Former tennis player 
who coached Pete Sampras. He died of 
brain cancer at the age of 44. 

Rusi Slwriyar Modi: Former cricketer 
Modi, 72, fell to his death from the third 
floor terrace of the Cricket Club of India. 

Janaki Ramachandran: Widow of 
AIADMK founder and former Chief Min¬ 
ister M.G. Ramachandran. She was 72. 


EVENTS 


MAY 

5—Conservative Jose Maria Aznar is 
sworn in as Spanish Prime Minister, 
ending 13 years of socialist rule. 

10—'The tenth Lok Sabha is dissolved by 
the President following recommenda¬ 
tion by the Union Cabinet. 

12—A passenger jetliner crashes near Mi¬ 
ami international airport, killing all 109 
people on board. 

14—More than 700 people are killed and 
33,000 injured as tornado hits two dis¬ 
tricts of Bangladesh. 

16—BJP leader Atal Behari Vajpayee is 
sworn in as India's 11th Prime Minis¬ 
ter. 

—Tinsukhia SP R.K. Singh and two secu¬ 
rity personnel are killed in a shootout 
in Assam. 


17— Editor of Sadin-Pratidin group of 
newspapers, Parag Das, is shot dead 
in Guwahati. 

18— At least 35 people are killed and 30 
villages burnt as ethnic violence rocks 
Kokrajhar district in Assam. 

20— Iraq and UN sign an oil-for-food deal 
allowing Baghdad to sell its oil in in¬ 
ternational markets for the fist time in 
six years. 

—Bangladesh's President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas sacks the Army Chief Lt Gen 
Abu Saleh Muhammed Nasim, accus¬ 
ing him of revolt. 

21— At least 25 people are killed in a pow¬ 
erful bomb blast in the crowded mar¬ 
ket of Lajpat Nagar in New Delhi. 

22— At least 22 passengers are killed when 
a bomb rips through a Rajasthan Road¬ 


ways bus in Dausa district. 

23—Baramulla and Anantnag constituen¬ 
cies in J&K see an estimated 40 to 50 
per cent polling, inspite of a bandh call 
by militants. 

27— Cabinet ratifies the Enron power 
project in Maharashtra. 

28— Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee resigns 
after BJP fails to get Ore support of other 
parties in Lok Sabha, to prove major¬ 
ity 

30—Curfew is imposed in Calcutta after 
two people are killed in police firing. 

JUNE 

1—H.D. Deve Gowda is sworn in as 
India's 12th Prime Minister. 


MILESTONES 

Khagapati Pradhani: Congress member 
of the Lok Sabha from Orissa since 1967. He 
has created a record by registering his eighth 
straight win in the parliamentary elections. He 
trounced his Janata Dal rival Jadav Majhi by 
over 2,03 lakh votes in the Nawanmgpur re¬ 
served constituency. 

E ML Sayeed: Former Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting, he too has 
been elected for the eighth time in a row. Sayeed 
and Pradhani have qualified to enter the 
Guinness Book of Records for their achieve¬ 
ment. 

Gsddsat Atma Charm Reddy: Hie fust 
NR] to be elected to Parliament Reddy, 46, 
fought on a Congress ticket from Nizamabad 
in Andhra Pradesh. 

Alicia Machado: Miss Venezuela, whobe- 
came Miss Univerw 96 succeedingChelsi Smith 
of USA, 

Ravi Shashi: Fortner Indian cricket cap¬ 
tain, who has .been appointed UNICFP's ra¬ 
tional ambassadorfor children. 

laloo Pnksad KushwahaiWeighing 13 kg, 
he i$ A? lightest mart of the world. He became ; 
a fatherrecehtly wheri.ids wife delivered achild 
mAjiahaWd. ; , 

AatylU&teafthl: Student «f dass b oL 
Apeejay School, New Delhi, ,4ie waa ihpstM-i 
wririe»bdW»w€«igre« 
labour hvfhet®. She is .the vte^hterof^tHdj: 
IsbouridtiidatKailash^fsite.. •’ - ■ ” 

’. Reie.Jfttmott pcrmer Vietnamese Priarj 
■oHSMSf wfho hasheen semi&mffjui 

f 4i '»VK l. '4.’•AW'. - 


ofcMd 
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1996 EDITIONS 


| 1. Current Affairs & Backgrounders Rs 50.00 

I 

| 2. Ever-Latest General Knowledge 

", — By OP. Khanna Rs 70 00 

! 3. General Knowledge Refresher 

—By OP. Khanna Rs 140.00 


4. Test of Reasoning 


Rs 55.00 


I 5. Topical Essays 

(For IAS, PCS, and other higher 

grade examinations) Rs 60.00 

6. Choicest Essays 

(For three-year degree course : 

B.A.., B.Sc., B.Com., Students of 

Indian Universities and for 

competitive Examinations) Rs 45.00 


7. Short Essays 


Rs 25.00 


8. How to Study and Take Exams Rs 20.00 


9. MASTER GUIDE-Railway Service 
Commission Examination Rs 60.00 


10. MASTER GUIDE— 

Bank Probationary Officers’ 
Examination 


Rs 60.00 


11. MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Recruitment Board Exam 

for Clerks, etc. Rs 60.00 

12. MASTER GUIDE—Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks' Grade 

Examination Rs 60.00 


POSTAGE FREE! 
If single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
Please add Rs 10.00 towards postage if 
order value is less than Rs 60.00 
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